SUMMARY MEETING OF THE THIRD MEETING

Held in the Arsenal Build’ng, New York City, New York, on Frid.ay,
7 March 1947, at 11:00 a.m.
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HEADQUARTERS ALVISORY COMMTTTEE
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Hsia
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Dendremia
Vagngar

Finn Moe
Katz-Suchy
Rafik Asha
Bassov :
Lewford
Gavrilovic

Trygve Lie
Bennett
Harrison

Feller .

(olemt) %

(United Kingdom)

IS

(United States of America)

Belgivm)
Brazil)
(Canads)
(China)
(Colombia)
EFrance)
Greece)
élud.ia)
Norway)

éAustra.lia)

(Syria) . %
%Umon of Sovist Socialist Raz;ubligg} 52

(Yugoslavia) ”
(Secretary-General) : e ~
(Conmittee Secretary) | S u
(Director of Planning) » |

‘Legal Advisor) - <

the City of New York:

Moses
Rogers

Riedel -

| 1. .. Adoption of the Agenda,

(Co-ordinator of Construtrbim)

(President of the Borough oft
Menhattan)

(Chief Engineer, Board of Es'bimtss)

In the absence of ob,jections 2 'bhe agenda was adopted..

2. Comsultaticn vith the Bepresentatives of the City of New ‘Iork.

' called, upon Mx‘. Moses (GOuordina.tnr of Ccmstmctim),
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YgnrTED NATIONS

(Ec»ordma-ber of Coushuctian) said tha'b the timo m

:
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"Pass

'a&ivea vhen an understanding betveen the United Netions and the City of
--' wabefk with respect to the schedule of the United Nations in thg constructio:
of itspema.nent headquarters was essential. The necessary legislcotion had

: .’been passed by the State of New York; the Rockefeller option should be

i é:-:ercised. next, The City was prepared to conc’.émn edditional land between

 Tast 47th and 48th Streets and present it to the United Netions.

Mr, MOSES (Co-ordinator of Comstruction) referred to a portion of the

., Dblock between East 42nd and 43rd Strests, the property of the City Housing

Authority, which was in the process of erecting an administrative building

~ on that lgnd, He explained that tha land did not belong to the City of

- New York. The City Housing Au'bho;:'ity vas an independent agency, which issued

‘public bonds end was responsible to the bond-holders. It was therefore not in

a position to donate its land to the United Nations. While the United Netilions

_ might proceed to work around that plot of land, the solution did not arpear
practicel, The United Netions might purchese the land from the City Housing
fythority, and revise the plens of the "ouilding; in the process of erection in

-~ 'such a penner as to meke temporery use of it.

et g

The City was planning considerable improvemsnts around the

United Nations site, involving the widening of streets, the comstruction

E of a tunnel under First Avenue for heavy tra.f'f‘ic, the construction of a

number of entrances and exits, and extensive rebuilding of East River Drive.

. When condemming the property between Fast 47th rmd 48th Streets , the City

would reserve a strip of ground necessary for street widening, as well as

~Irontage \a.long First Avenue, 1o be used for he scme purpose. In return

- for the latter land, the City would donate to the United Natioms & strip

 of territory along the present East River Drive.

‘I'he City was faced with certain wnexpected problems » such as the fact

‘ l"bhat a newspaper had plazmed to erec’; a printing plent in the immediate
fineig;hbourhe&:x o:t‘ the ‘United Natiors site; providing other land for that

N

puxposg yould caa;b tho City about $850,000, . Altoget’er, the City envisaged

\ o /the expenditure

.
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tho cxp-oditure of $12,000,000 to $15,000,000 in the next year or yocar and

a .wclf. While the Cit, cuthorities were prepered to fulfill their commitments
it wes escential for them to be informed of the schedule of work adopted

b, the United Naotions. Feortunately, comparativel; few people would. have to
be evicted from the condemned buildings; nevertheless, in view of the sevore
housin; shortage, 1t was undesirabls to ask those people to move before the
United Netions was ready to undertake work on that site.

Mr. MOSES stressed that the City eutkorities wished to be informed with
.respect to the authority of the Secretery-General and other officials of the
United Nations to incur ovligations and to spend and borrow funds. In
establishing & time schedule, which ghouid Le realistic, the United Iliions
would have to consider agreement experts, the preparation and adoption of
plens, labour, materials eand priorities. If the first builiing were to be
completed as early es Noveupor 1648, as Mr. Harrison sugiesied, certain
materials, such as steel, would have to be ordered very soon. The City would
do its part of the tesk. The only eagency competent to effect the
transformation of East Liver Drive was the Borough of Menhattan. A decision
concerning the treatment of Eest River Drive should be_made as soon as
possible, According to an informal agreement, the United Nations was'
to furnish the funds for that purpose, and to submit plans. Mr. Moses
enquired when the plans and funds night be forthcoming. Without such
information, the Cit; gould not prpceed.

M?. MOSES said that he would be happy to answer questions. ‘

Mr, ROGERS (P:esident of the Borough of Monhattan) said that the City of
New York was prepared to co-operate fully with the United Nations, and to
co-ordinate its work in order to keep abreast with tbet of the United Nationms.
The Citr's expenditures would probably equal, if not surpass, those of the
United Nations. The City's profile aroynd the United Nations headquarters
vould be transformed, streets would be widened, =purd.¢hes built; to achisve
some of the improverents, cewers, water-lines, gas and electricity condui ts

/would have
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Wéttld»have--to be zx;Oveci. "While' improvements of East River Drive were é::p.)cted,
to cost about $2,500,000, the complete €4ty progremme would involve the |
expenditure of from $60,000,000 to §70,000,000, That programme comprised not
" only -the widening of certain streets, the depression of First Avenue; the
‘re-development of 42nd Steet and the widening of 39th and 4Oth Streets, to

provide e dispersal point where the depressed highway would emeige, but also

the widening and corresponding improvements of Second Avenue, The City could

“'nat. corre] ete those ‘expenditures with 1ts budget until ififormation i'égarding
.the United :Nations programme was aviileble. - |
‘Mr. RIEDEL (Chief Engineer, Boerd of Estimates) also emphasized ‘ts need
. for an. early decision on the pert of" the. United Nations with respec’c to the
plens for the permanent lHeadquarters. Mr. Hogers , Mr. Moses, end their |
resvective staffs hed 'rea;c‘hed “the point at which ?’che:y requizjed.* urgently ;

sdditional information concerning’ those plans.

Referring to the City Housing Authority, Mr. RIEDEL agreed with Mr, Moses

| th?,t , a8 a separate body existing under an act of the State of New York and
ovwing a duty to- its bohd-hold.eré, it was unable to make a donation. Shou.ld
the City wish and be financislly able to make the glft, speciel legislation

would be'requ:t:é?ed. - i S | ' -

The' CHATRMAN expressed‘the gratitude of the United Nations to the City of

New York for its genercsity and its interest in the great ceuse of abolition.
of war, for which the United Netions stood.

Mr. GAVRILOVIC (Yugoslav:La) associated hinself with the Chairman's

N

¥

‘vemerks., He folt pure that the Cormittée agreed that co-ordinetion between the

work of the United Natiéns end that of “the City of New ¥ork was vital. He

- was, howsver, less certain of the legali'position, which the Secretery-General

might be eble to explain,” He suggested that the Comiitiee should pess a

resolution requesting the 'Sﬂééretar’;}iGéherai to ‘take all 'neéessary ‘measures

to effect co-ordination betwsen the work of the United Nations and that :’o:t-’ the

- City. 'Should the Secretary-General Pequire additionsl authority for thet

/purpose,




purpose, he might ccnsult the Governments of ‘the Members of the United Na:bim

Mr. VESUGAR (India) slso supported the Chgirman*,s gtatement. The C’i‘tzf
programmes, which affected a widsly diversified areca, might requive -more tim )
for its completion them that of the United Nations. He enquired when the o
City expectsd to complete either the entire project, or {hat pirt of i’owﬁii’ch i

would be needed for the occupation of ths first building.

Mr. MOSES (Co-ordinator of Construction) replied that, in view of 'bhe

City would progress more rapidly than that of the United Netions. Certam .

portions of it, such as improvement of Second Avenue, would be undertaken at. -

®

g
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& later stage. First attention would be given to the improvement of gs‘hr'eé‘bs' ?j
g

YAy
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needed to make the site accessible; a sum of $12,000,000 to $15,000,000»m5 g

involved. Once the trinefer of land had been effecied, action wonld hemai-i;ob@ %
%
taken by the City, ,Plamning Commission, of which he and Mr, Riedel were mznbem ' %

with respect to ths budget for the following year. The City Plemning- - . }-‘f;i

Cormission would require definite information regarding United Nations. plens.

g
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Mr. ROGERS (President of the Borough of Manhetten) said in reply.to'-'izﬁe"

Indian representative that the City could not decide whern the whole proaac‘b
m"ht be completed until information as regards the plane of the

/

United Nations had become availebls., The City could teke no -action with" xesmﬁg
to Eest River Drive and First Avenue, for example, until it was lmown 2t vhab ’?«
| points entrances and exits should connect with the United Nations site.
Improvements of the entra.nce m Queensborough Bridge, on the other haml, cculﬁ :
be begun immediately. Once informmtion was available, seven and eight months :
would be required for the completion of deéigns , and twenty to twenty-eightf‘ . | ‘{
months for improvements aiong 4ond and 4Gth Steets, First Avenue and Eas’&
River Drive, provided that no serious difficulties arose. IR it wore
found possible to do so, that time would be reduce\l; k_ |
M. BASSOV (Union of S Sccialist‘ Republ_t'ics}"ﬁchanked .the City

of'New York for the work which it had alrsedy performed ; 2nd expressed his

S . - | ' o S | /eonfidence




o

mn:ﬁ'idenoein haxﬁonioﬁs‘:-‘éb—ope:i'atioix”in’*he future. He supported tke
tzgoslav proposal with respect to 8 resSoluticn, and enquiréd vhether the

: Sesretary-(}eneral could provide information regarding fib.ancia.liresources.
Théﬁeiﬁzbers of the Committee would then be able to consult their respsctive |
g Ge‘vex'nments Possession of such information was required. so that ﬁ:lams
ccmla. be made and the work of the City facilitated.

-3, ~iExedutive Session (documents _A/AC.WW.Q and A/AC.T7/W.11).

7 Mr. FELILER (Secretariat) stated, with reference to Document.A/AC.7/W.11,
‘hha:&the option on the pérmanent headquerters site might have to be extended

- fo:: s veek beyond the date of 11 Maxch 1947 given in the document. The delay
; ves ‘o¢casioned by ‘the d.lfficulty of title-searchlng The property had a
"‘conmlicated history, since portiors of it had been under water several
ig’rcsnturies before » and had been filled in, '.

I “Réplying to Mr. TEBEAU (Belgium), Mc. HARRISON (Dzrector of Planning)

;» : ;sta'tad that: the filled,-in portions were found only in the neighbourhoo& of

: ";1&6’511 and, 1+7th Streets, at the deepest points of which solid rock had been ‘
snaovn’cered gt eighty feet. The rast of the site contained rock close tc the
\surfaw. He- foresaw no difficulties greater than those normelly encountered ’
b; ‘builders_ in the City of New York. ' ' @
" The Committeé proceeded to the consideration of Documsnt A/AC.T/W.9.

Lt The SECRETARY-CENERAL suggested that the document should be discussed
‘pqint by point. He s:ba.‘ted. ‘that the Introdution requil"edu no comment, end
r&&;};@s's’ced the Committee's civice with respe‘cf to the appointment to the Board
a af-:-lﬁéﬁign of five ad'ditiénal members recommended by Mc. Herrison (Director of -
' M, 3ARBISON (Director of Plemning) stated that the five architects
'mcomended for ‘ohe Board. of Design: Mr. G. A, Soilleux, Austral:ta,

: . ‘G-as ton Brunfault Belglumj Mr, Ernest’ Cormier,’ Cahad.a, Mr. Sven Markelius ;

den, and Mr, Julio Vilmajo, Uruguay, were lesders in the world of
hitectura He stated thht Me, Ma’bthew Nowicki of- Poland, Mr Joeef Havl:.celx, :

\ | /czechpslovakia: o fg
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Czechoslovakia; Mr. John Antoniades of Gresce and Mr., Ermest Weismam' of "

woedl se woriing merbers “n due tlue. A8 thc plong wotress these Lel il be "
called for consultation on specific problems. ' R \
Mr, IEBEAU (Belgium) expressed the gratification of his Governmen’é'”é%”—&a &
selection of a Belgish architect; the choice had not been an easy 6ne';4"éi§ié§_ |
the Belgian Govesmment hed submitted five nemes, ' o AR B

JECISION: ihe appointment of five additional members-to:the Boaid of <
Design wes confirmed unenimeusly.

The CHAIRMAN informed the Committee that Mr. Eavliéek. (C-ze;:hc;éiova;ia) , .
whoeel name hed not been included in the Document, had also been reg_uested 'b"f
Mr, Harrison (Director of Plamning) to act as consultant |

At the request of Mr. BAISOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), -

Mr. HARRISON (Director of Plamning) began his explanation of the Time Schedulé : {'
(Paragraph 2, document A/AC.T/W.9) with the improvements to be effected by the
City of New York. He stated that the City would donate lm:d.‘.?n’_'&dc}iﬁ;‘idg. '};c She
Rockefeller gift between 42nd and 43rd Streets, except the portion‘on Whicli 7
ves the building of the City Housing Authority. The City intended among other

matters, to widen First and Secopd Avenues along the entire length of the Sits,

to build a tunnel under First Avenue the full length of the site enabling ,
heavy traffic to proceed underground, to widen 39th and 40th Streets, |

and eventually re-arrange the tunnel on 42nd Street; fuithermore , the Ci'b;' |
azreed to donate to the United Nations & strip of somé forty feet along Begt
River Drive, transferring the Frive itself closer to the East River, and R
buillding exits and entrances at both ends of the site. Only passenger cars
would be permitted on First Avenue, and the tunnel would provide access o a:n.
underground pe.rls:ing gpace. In order to provéde space for sewere, piées and.
conduits, the United Nations would surrender the use of a strip sbout thirty -

feet wide along First Avenus, which could be lendscaped as & grass plot. *rha

proposed office building would be erected at the South en& of the site, That m’g
- . o /the inmdi&‘i;e |




_fa;‘e ;»;j.;oingg_lia_;ﬁe problei; no plans woye yet being proposed resgarding the ultimate

’trejai’cmant of “the site. - : . ' . :
- The CHAIRMAN said that .he meeting would be continued the following week,

| 'In the msantlme, he called the -attention of the Committee to Article 104 of. the
.'thrtgp., Rule 40 of the l’ronsmnal Rules of Procedure of the Genmeral Assembly,
a.nd. the Resolutions of the Goneral Assembly concerning permenent headquarters
'and.' the present Conmi ttee (pages 951-954, General Assembly Jowrnal Ho. 733
Supplemen,t Aaéh Add.l).

He reminded the Committee that the body which possessed Jurisfiiction over

! 'thé": in’termea.iate fina.ncing of construction was the Advisory Committee on
Aﬁ.ministrative end Budgetary Questlons .

x

The meeting rose at 1 p.m, ‘
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