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L:En!~ M/.'ITERS RELATING TO THE SITE

Prcgreoo Repcrt b;}r th3 Secretory-General

REC~lVED

tt1l\R 18 1947

and transfer pre-perty included vi thir.. the bcund.nrleG (f the site, and

site frcn lccal renJ. estate tUX0S, authcrizing the City cf New York tc: conduDIl

27 February the Gcvern0r ~f New Ycrk sigr~ed bi110 0xenpting the United Nations

The Rcckarfeller gift relC'.tes tc the pr'_'pcrties owned by Webb o..nd K.nnP1?

(which ccoprise the bulk ef the l~ within the site). The United Natiuns

authc:rizing the Gcvcrncr ef New York tc code the jurisdictien ever the sit<;

f~r the exenpticn ef the Rockefeller gift frcD the Feder~ gift tax. On

Mr. Rcckefellor's gift hU8 been pc-osed Dy both Federal c.nd. State GcvcrDDunts.

The neceocc.ry legislc.t i',)n requirdu under the ccnditi'no ef

1. Lugisln.tiGn

On 26 Febru-ry the Prbsident ef the United Stntes siGned u bill prcviding

2. Acquisi til'll r'f Webb Md Knnpp Prc,perti0s

cption tc purchase these prcpertioB hud bc:en oxtended tc' 28 February in

order tc allow sufficient tine fer the ;?c"songo:..f the necesscr-y 1egisl2.ticn

is anticipated that tho land will be conveyed tc the United Nnticns.

e..nd the clcarlng~'f the title. illthc'ugh the neCGosary legisla-tirn was pG-ssed

and cCiunsol fer Mr. ~C'ckefoller and the United Nnti",ns had ne.. t been able tl

by 28 FobruCl.rY, the title cC!:J.pany hud net been able tc ccnplote the see.rch

give tr.c title quostion t~o neceosury Cl nsiderati·!:. C, nc.:::que:ntly \Vebb GIld

Knnpp has agreod to 0xt0nd the cpticn tC' 11 l-1arch 1947, at which dato it
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areas to types of buildings not out of keepi:ng with, ·the' United No.ti<;>nB , .:
.... eo .... - •• : .....,:.•••••• - • .. • ...

Headquarters. The ~lanr.dng Co~llJission has st~ted, t~o.t thil;3 zoning is onlY
'.'o"

for pU!'J?oses of interim protection, and ,tl1a:t ,a· definitive. regUlation.vlill.. :.. .'" i. ~.. '. "., ,., ,...

buildings until demolit.~:P¥_;,.?:R~~nce~.. pis~~S.,?~qQ.8:~~\now under way

with the City authori~~~~ ~ho are:consider~ng~~~~~ak~ng these nanagenent
• ~ ...1-'. ~',,~.' ..

services on a reinrursable basis.
~ '~' ,M; .~j,\'~.,";";... \: ~.. •

be issued with respect to th~seplots when pJ.a.na.f'or the development and
'. -..' '.! • ~ ; •..' •• :~~ '. ..: ... -"

the use of this property are defin~tely lm~wn, In 0. ,fairly large· aJ:'ea beyond

the ~ediate1y adjacent 1Jlocks the z.o;ning.has. been raised frcn "Unrestricted"
" .' .'. t .: :. • . ~ • • .' - •

01' StMDr,l.ufacturing" to either "ResidentiaJ.ll , IlLocaJ. ReiJaiJ.." or. "Business" •
! '" " . .,'"

, ":'.1

One relatively small area 300 ft. west of Firs~ Ave:p.~e,:1?f?twee~dtl~th and . .
• • • 04.' .. ' ,.' .

blocks to the north have been zoned for "Ref3idenee" ','\vith a 100 r strip ti.lc'nB
;. ~. ..:" ~. :., .. ~~..., ..... ~., . .

, "

to the west of First Avenue have been zoned uS,."BestriQted Retail" and ilia '.,
~ ",' . .. ..", ' ,

In the area ,~diate,~Y adjacent to the, sit;e, the f~ontage on the blocks

of the plan are as follov1s •. '. "'..."
, .,

undesirable uses. A plan d+a~ 4p by the City ,P~LUming Oommission was . .' ",
-. .• • .. ~. • ': I "'::', i.,,~.~ . I ; '. ' • .

.... " .
objected to by the represE:I?-tative,s of the Secretar1.-General aI'.l.d has since been

. :' '. " ...:--: ~ .. : .. .

revised in such a nanner t~at it is now satisfaptory 0 ,Ulte, basic elenenta "
.' . -." ",' . ~ .', •• ~'I' ,;: .'•

to the zoning of the area Gur~cunding 'G~'~Gsite, .in c:rl~(}r ,to protect ,it fron
• t • I. ~ • .", .'

: .' t:' ' .•.,.:. "_'

The Now York City authorities have nade considerable pr~~~ss with, regard

4. Zoning

this area is now ,occuP:i:ec.. by. ~.cve~:'a.l lo.rge s:1Q-ocro.pers; .'W:ll~ch ~'e utilj,zed ;.','. ~:": \.. '.:, .. . -

ma:i.!'.c.j by the printing traq.es. , The .qity..f!?lt:it~e1f 'u.na:ble, to ~one this 'area
I , . "" .. ' . ", . ";j ': ' . ':.. ' '., ... j, • " .'. .

48th Streets has been zoned as nMonufact~in[;n,. 'r.his is due tc the f.-;.ct that',
. . .'

....... .~. . .-

First Avenue which is "Local Retail". This restricts the, construction in these

collect rent from present tenants and prcvide fer the servicing ef the

.,' .

. , ~.l .
A/A(J;:7f~1r :f:lo/R'ev .1
Page 2
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:':'B'r- : Mdnagement of the ProJ?erties

After the United Nations acquires the site it will be necessary to
r
!
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to e. nore restricted una, becaur;e of the high cost of the existing 'strtf.otu.re.

used for this purpose. It is the opinion of United Nations Officials who

have considored the problen that the rresont uses of this smJ.1 area will not.

be objecti0ru:tble tc the United Nations site, and thet the zcning plan as a

whole is satisfactory.

In addition tc the above action by the City, the state Legisl~ture has

passed a law giving the City of New York authority to regulate ~ liuit

signs, billboards and advertising devjces, shcws, exhibits, UDUsenents and

dis~lays, in arcas Li ~nhettan and Quuens which surround or front upon

the lands occupied by the Un!ted Nations. This legislc,ticn will enable the

regulation of objec'ciolWble advertising signs c.n the River.
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