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Prcgress Report by the Secrctary-General

1. Legisintion

The neceseary legislcoction requirsd under the conditirne of
Mr. Reckefeller's gift hac becn pessed by bothffoderal ond State Gevernmonts.
On 26 Febru.ry the President cf the United Stafes signcd a bill prcviding‘
for the exenpticn cf the Rockefcller gift fren the Federsl gift tax. On
27 February the Geverncr -f New Yocrk signed bills‘exempting the United Naticns
site from lucal real éstate taxes, authcrizing'the City cf New York tc condemm
and trensfer prceperty included withir the bcunéaries «f the site, and |
authcrizing the Gevernor of Now York tc code the jurisdicticn cver the site
tc the United Naticns.

2. Acquisition of Webb and Knapp Propertics

The Rcckerfeller'giftvrelates tc¢ the preperties cwned by Webb ond Knapp
(which ccmprise the bulk cf fho land within the site). The United Nations
cption tc purchase these properties had been cxtended tc 28 Februcry in
order tc allew sufficient timé fcr the passage ;f the necessary legisloticn
and the clearing <« the title. Althgugh the neceésary legislatirn was passed
by 28 Fobruary,:£he title ccrmpany had not been able tc ccmplete the search
and ccunsel for Mr. Rockefeller and the United Nat1cns had n.t been cble t«
give tre title question the nccegssary c. nsiderati n., C.ncoquently Webb and
Knapp has agreed tc extcnd the <pticn tce 11 March 19LT, at which date it -

-

is anticipated that the land will be conveyed tc the United Naticns.

/3. Monogenment cf the
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After the United Nations acquires the site it will be necessary to
collect rent from present tenants and prcvide for the servicing cf the
buildings until demolitionngpmencesn Discussicns: are, now under woy
with the City authorip}és nho are;consider;ng undertaking these managerient

services on a Velm}ursable basis. el

v zoning ; S
The New York City authorities have made considerable progress with. regord

to the zcning of the area surrounding e gite, .in crder to protect. it from

undes1rable uses. A plan lrawn wp by the City Planning Ccrmission was | oo

obgected to by the representatives of the Secretary-General ard has since been

reV1sed in such & manner that it is now satisfactory, The basic elements °

of the plan are as follows.

o In the ares 1mmediately adJacent to the site, the frontage on the biocks

to the West of First Avenue have been zoned as."Regtricted Retail" and the

blocks to the north have been zoned for "Regidence" with a 100! strip dlcngd

First Avenue which is "Local Retail" This restricts the construction in these
areas to types of buildings not ocut of keeplng with ‘the' United Nations .
Headquarters. The Plannlng Co#muss1on has stated that this zoning is only

for purposes of 1nter1m.protect10n, and that .a-definitive regulation will ™

be issued w1th respect to these plots when plans for the development and
the use of thls prOperty are, deflnitely known, 1In a fairly large area beyond
the imredlatnly adaacent blocks the zonlng hes. been raised fron "Unrestricted"

ot ”Marufecturlng" to elnher "Resldential" "Local Retall" or "Business'.

One relatlvely small area 300 ft. west of First Avenus. . between 4ith and

48th Streets has been zoned as “Manufacturine . This is due tc the fact that:
this area is now occupleu by seve"al large sk'scr rers; which cie utilized
Amalnsi'by the prlntlng trades., Tne;Qltyﬂfelt.atself;unsble,to_zone this arece
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to e more restricted use, because of the high cost of the existing structuresm :
used for this purpcse. It is the opiniocn of United Nations Officials who

have considered the problen that the rrescnt uses of this small area will nst

whole is satisfactory, . S

In addition tc the above action by the City, the State Legislature has e

paesed o law giving the City of New York authority to regulate and 1linit
signs, billboards and cdvertising devices, shcws, exhibits, armsements and Ik
displays, in arcas in Mcnhettan and Queens which surround or front upcn “

the lands occupied by the United Nations, This legisl&ticn‘wiil enable the

regulation cf cbjecticnable advertising eigns -n the River.,



