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Memorandum by the Secretary-General

Introduction

At the Second Meeting of the Headquerters Adﬁiééry Commifféé‘g reroft
was submitted onrthe‘organization and. procedures of the Heaééﬁaftéfé Plapning
Office. Since that time the worl has propressed tnd the Dirééfor of B
Plaxming presents certain information and recormendations ﬁhicﬁ are submitted
to the Committee for its consideration. | -

1. Deeign Coneultants

At the Second Meeting the Committee &onfirmed thé éppointment of fhé first
five members of the Board of Design Consulténts and these men héve been'
working with the Director of Planning for some weeks 6n the fifst.phases of
the planning. .

The Director of Planning has recommended the folloﬁing five additional
names of men for appointment to the Board of Design:and fhey:are hérebyh. |

submitted to the Committee for confirmation:

1. AUSTIRALIA R ~ G. A, Soilleux
2. BEIGIUM - . _

3.  CANADA - irnest Cormier
L,  SWEDEN Sven Markelius: -
5.  URUGUAY Julio Vilamajo

..The appointment of these five men will cdmpieté'the Board of'Désign
Consultants and provides soms of the best'aVailéble'afchitecturalAtalent in
the United Nations from & wide geographical'distriﬁﬁticﬁ; ~Thé Director of i
Plenning hes also asked Mr, Maotthew Nowicki of Polend, My Ernest Welsmenn of

an Antoniades of Gwaebe"to.acﬁ éé”consultants to the

Diredtor.{, .
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‘ggme Schedule

The Directbr of Planning and hls staff are carrying forward research on

space requirements and have at the present time enough information to
permit an early completion of the plans for a Secretariat Office building

whiéh is the most urgently needed part of the permanenf'headquarters.

The Director of Plamming hes made a careful study of the possibility

of an acceleratéd construction schedule for the secretariat office buillding.

This investigation has included the following:

(a) Careful engineering studies on foundation conditions, and
structural and mechanical asyedts of the construction;

(b) Conferences with outstanding New York comstruction firms, each of
which is familiar with this type of construction as a result of recent
experience in officé building construction within New York City. In
most cases, fhese cdnstructcrs have algo conferred with officials of
companies which produce steel, elevators, and. other critical materlals;
(¢) Preliminary discussions with constructors familiar with labour.
‘problems; and the Director has tglked to Mr. Howard McSpedoh of the
Building and Construction Trades Council;

(a) Discuséions with New York City officlals concerning the time

scheduling of related and surrounding improvements to provide necessary |

access and utlllty communlcathns.

It has been assumed in these dlSCUSSlonS that only one structure

might be undertaken on an advanced time scheduJe. This building would
provide office space for the Secretarlat and would include a few of the-
smeller conference rooms but would not include any large conference roomg or
council chambers., . It has been further assumed that this bullding wpuld~pe
‘% an efficient and functional office building, the design of which cou;d be’

campleted without,delay,.

The following conclusions have been reached:

/1. It is practical
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1. It is practical and feasible to Build an office building complete
and ready for occupancy by 15 March 1049 and with good fortune by
15 November 1948,
2. To do this, demolition mnust be'commenced not later than 1 July l9h7,
onn the part of the éite-on which the office building ié to be erected.
3. The full co-operation cf‘tﬁe United States Government, New York State,
the City of New York, labour, the producers of steel, elevators, and

" other critical items must be obtalned. It appears from preliminary
discussions that this can be expected.
k. In order to accomplish this, funds‘éhould.be suthorized for
commitments within the next three or four months, according to Annex f.
Comuitments totélling approximately $12,000,000 shculd be made between
Merch and November 1947. In Noverber 1947 $3,000,000 would be |
necessary to provide for peyment to New York City for the cost of changes
to the East River Drive which will be a pexrt of the programme being
undertaken by New York City in the surrounding areas, and $8,000,000 to
complete the building by 15 November 1948, This is based upon an estimate
of $20,000,000 for buillding, exclusive of iast River Drive changes.
5. Of the $12,000,000 commitment before 1 Nevember 1947, approximately
$3;OO0,000 would not be returnable to the United Nations in the event that
action were taken to cancel this construction programme.
The Director of Plamning requests that the Secretary-General direct him

as to future procedures.

/ANNEX A
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© ANNEX A

FINANCIAL SCHEDULE

Based upon an Estimeted Cost of $20, 000 OOO
for Secretari~t Office Bullding '

Exclusive of Conference Rooms and Council Chamberé'

Coritments between 15 March and 1 November 1947 -

1. Advance to New Yorlk City for plamning

_of Eest River Drive changes

2. Addition to budget of
Director of Planning

3. Contracts for Foundation, Structural

and Mechanical Engineers

4. Demolition, excavation and
foundations

5.. £teel (approximately 13,000
at $150 per ton)

6." Other materials and labovr
(including mechanical equipment,

temporary site development and
utilities)

motal
Commitments after 1 Novembér 1947

T. Materials and labour

8. Advance to New York City for
construction of Fast River
Drive changes

$125,000

200,000

1,000,000

2,500,000

£,000,000

gt T At e + o

$12,075,000

8,000,000

3,000,000

Date of Amoﬁnt not

Commiftment returnable

in event of
~ cancellation
1 Nov. 1947

250,000

Tmmediate $ 125,000
" 200,000

" , 250,000

© 1 April 1947 1,000,000

Mey 1947 . 1,000,000

1 June 1947 1,000,000

Sa—

$3,575,000

1 Nov, 1947

“to
15 Sept. 1947

1 Nov. 1947



