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Memorandum by the Secretary-General

Introduction
..

At the Second Meeting of the H0ad~u~rters Advisory Committee ~ report
" .' "

1vas subnn. tted on the organi zation U!l:J- J?rocedures of the Headquarters Planning

for

and

nt for

ned

I
I

Office. Since that time the work has prOB1'6SSed and the Director of
. "

Planning presents certainin:formation and recommondations which are submitted

to the Comm:J.ttee for its c.onsideration.

1. Design Coneultantf;
~....-.--...-.---~- ~---

At the Second Meeting the Committee confirmed th" appointment of the first

five members of the Board of Design Consultanta and ·these men have been

working ,with the Director of Planning 'for same weeks on the first phases of

the planning.

The Direc~or of Planning has rec~mnended the following five additional

names of men for appointment to the Bos.rd. of Design and they ,are hereby

submitted to the Committee for confil~at1on:

The appointment of these five men will c6mplet13' the Board or'Design

Consultants Dnd provictes some of the best available architectural talent in

~le United·Nations from a wid~ geo~~aphical distribution. The Director of

G~ A.: Soilleux'

~1'I'nest Connier
Syen M~rkel1U;s',

Julio Vilamajo

1. AUS'IRALIA
2. BE!JGIUM
3. CANADA
4. SWED]]N
5. URUGUAY

."

PlanninG has also asked Mr. Matthew Nm-ricld of Poland, lI'll". Ernest Vleismann of

~~:eet~~~~~r-:::,:CH:~Antoniades of Greece" to act as"consultants to the
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, 2. Time Schedule

The Director of Planning and his staff are carrying forward research on

s~ace requirements end have at the present tim~ enough information to

per;mit an early completion 'of the plans for a Secretariat Office bUilding

1rhich is the most urgen.tly needed part of the perm8J.'"lent headquarters.

The Directo~ of Planrling has ~ade a careful s~udy of the possibility

of an accelerated construction schedule for the secretariat office bUilding.

This investigation has included the following:

(a) Careful engin.eoring studies on foundation conclitions, ar:r.d

structural and m6chanj.cal aspects of the construction;

(b) Conferences with outstanding New York construction fil~S, each of

which is familiar with this type of construction as a result of recent

e~q;rerience in office building construction vrithin NGW York City. In

most cases, these constructors have also conferred with officials of

comIJanies which produce steel, elevators, and, othor ,critical materials;

(c)' Preliminary discussions with constructors famil~ar With labour

.problems; and the Director has talkod to Mr. Roward McSped.on of the

Building and Construction Trades Council;

(d) Discussions with New York City ,officials concerning the time

scheduling of related and surroundin.gimprovements to provicle neCessary

access and utility communications.

It has been assumed in these discussions ,that only one structur.e

might be undertaken on an advanced time schedule. This building ~TOuld

provide office space for the Secretariat and would include a few of the

smaller conference rooms but would n9t include any large conference rooms or

council chambers. ' It has been further assumed that this puilding would· be. .

I.'

t

as t

it an efficient and functional office bUilding, the design of which could be'

c~pleted without,delay~ .

The following c,onclusions haveb~en ;r>eached:

/1. It is practical



discussions that this can be expected.
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l:VlreCtiOr tio

It is pract:lcal and. feasible to build an office building completeJ.

/ANNEX A

the City of. New York, labour, the Droaucers of steel, elevators, and

on the part of the site on which the office building is to be erected.

Commitments totalling approximately $12,000,000 should be made between

March and November 1947. In November 1947 $3,000,000 would be

3. The full co-operation ef the United states Government, Ne'tV' Yorlc State,

4. In order to accomplish this, ftmdsshould be authorized for

other critical items must be obtained. It appears from J?reliminary

and ready for occupan~y by 15 March 1949 and with good fortm1a by

2. To do this, dem.olition must be commenced not later than 1 July 1947,

commitments within the next three or four months, according to Annex f.

action were taken to cancel this construction programme.

necessary to provid~ for pe~ment to Now York City for the cost of changes

to the East Bivel" Dri'Ve vrhich vTill be a pert of the programme being

unclertaken by New Yor}~ City in the surrotmdin6 a.reas" and $8,000,000 to

complete the build:i.ng by 15 November 1948. This is based upon an est:i.mate

of $20,000,000 for building, exclusive of ~ast River Drive changes.

5. or the $12,000,000 commitment before 1 November 1947, apprOXimately

$3,000,000 would not be returnable to the United Nations in the event that

The Director of Plffillling requests that the Secretary-General direc't'him

as to future procedures.

t
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. Belt Copy Avail

FINftl\TCIAL SCmEDUJ~

Based upon an Estimated Cost of,$20,009,000
for Secretari ..'t Office Building

Exclusive of Conference Rooms and Gouncil Chamb'ers

Cornmitmen:t~ between 15 March and 1 November 19J.~7 '.

Date of
Commitm~If t

PJl10unt not
returnable

in event of
cancellation

1. Nov. 1947

1.

4.

5•.

\

6..'

Advance to NGW Yor1:: Cit;Y' fo~ plann:i.ng
of Ee.st River Drj.ve changes $125,000

Addition to budget of
Director of Planning 200,000

Contracts :t'ol".Foundat~on,.Structura1

and Mechanical Engineers 250,000

other materials end lDbol,r
(inc1udinr, mechanical equipment,
temporary site development, and
utilities) 8,000,000

Imme d.i ate

"

"

1 June 1947

$ 125,000

200,000

?50,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

I

Total. $12,075,000 $3,575,000

Commitments after 1 November 1947

7. Materials and labour

8. Advance to New York City for
construction of East River
Drive changes

8,000,000 1 Nov. 1947
'to

15 Sept~ 1947

3,000,000 1 Nov. 1947


