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ITEM 9 OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

General debate (continued)

1. Mr. AIKEN (Ireland): Mr. President, I should like
first of all to cOl1vey to you the warmest congratula
tions of the delegation of Ireland on your el~ction as
President. Your election is not only a high tribute
to you personally; it is also a compliment to the coun
try you represent and to the continent Ci€ Africa. '.vhose
progressive emergence to freedom has been such
a welcome feature of the past decade. I wish you all
success during your term as p;resldent.

2. A few days ago the Foreign Minister of Denmark,
Mr. Haekkerup, was good enough. onbehalf of a number
of Member States, including Ireland, to w;elc9me the
admlsaion of three new Members totheUni\~edNations

[1287th'''meetingJ. I desire to confirmourdet'pfeelings
of satisfaction at :this event. We in Irelailld have
watched with keen inter'est the advance of .Malawi,
Malta and Zambia towards independence" and we
are very happy that tbi.s advance has now been crowned
by their.8,dmissirr·.) to the United Nations. We wish
their Gbvernments a hearty Godspeed in thei:t;' future
work for their peoples.

3. It is appropriate, I think, to recall that the Irish
delegation,has ~~n many occasions expressed its grave
concern atthe :hl.i1ure of some Members to contribute
to the exp~nses of the Organiz~tion as apportioned
by the3eneral Assembly in accordance with Article 17
of the Charter.. Some delegates may remember that
Oil 4; October 1962 [1142nd meeting] I devoted the
whol~ of my address in the general debate to the crisis
which th~n threatened the finances of the United Nations.

1III't__ 1

Last year [1226th meeting] I again dealt at length
with the same subject.

4. All of us here, I believe, know and appreciate. that
the heart of the discussion on United Nations financing
lies deeper than any legal arguments about Article 19.
I't is more than a question of dollal's and cents. The
very survival of the United Natic>Ds as at present
constituted, with its checks and balances between
the Security Council and the Assembly, is in,rolved.
Tile fir,aloutcome of the present crisis will show
whether there is enough combined Wisdom, tenacity
and forbearance among; its Member States topreserve
the world Organization, while we gradually evolve
a system of law and combined law enforcement capable
of maintaining peace based 011 justice andguaranteeing
all States against aggression. The United Nations
cannot fulfil every desire of every Member all the
time, but it gives opportunity to all for fruitful dis
cussions of international problems and provides an
invaluable informal meeting-ground for bilateral talks
and :for multilateral pressures on disputants to find
reasonable compromises.

5. This second.'. attempt at a world organization not
only gives weaker nations the opportlnity of combining
to bring moral influence to bear on the great Powers,
but in addition, through their right of discussion and
of granting or refusing assess:rnents in the Assembly,
they can act as a counterweight to the· permanent
members of the Security Council. as a curb on their
power of destruction whiCl) is now near absolute,
as a conciliatory influence on their differences, and
as a spur for the extension of freedom, security and
prosperity to all peoples of the earth.

'-.
6. I can, of course, understand, and indeed sympathize
With, the attitude of a great Power which might wish
to establish for itself a second veto-afinancial vetQ
on the peace-keeping operations of the Unit~r;lNations.
But when the Charter was ~~ing framed a~; San l'-"'rall
cisco, it was deliberately and erpressly 'dJ'afted to
give the.Assembly the power to act by a tvio-thirds
majority:! as a counterweight-"le contrepoids" as one
statesman put it-to the Security Coun\::U. Neither
the Charter nor the "Uniting for Peace·", re~lution
envisages this second veto. Any attempt t.o establish .
it now can only be regarded ~.~ a revohlltionary act
rlesigned to destroy, first, the right of the Assembly
to deo~de on assessments for peace-keeping opera
tions !even those unanimously adopted by the Security, , .. .

Council and secondly, to destroy the vital modicum: ,

of power residing In a two-thirds. majority of the
Assembly to answ~r an appeal for a peace-keeping
force when, and only when, the Security Council h~s
refused to give assistance through lack of unanimi~~
of the perma:n~!1tmembers.
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7. It seenur to me that if we in the Assembly, com
posed in the"maJOrity of smaller States, are per
suaded by legal sophistry to let slip the power to
mount and maintain a peace-keeping force when the;\
Security Council has failed to act, or if we allow'\
that power to be wrenched from our grasp by threats'"
of disruption, it will be regarded as a sure'proof .
that we ctld not deserve to have it and that we failed
in our dUty to the peoples of the smaller States, and
indeed to the common people of the great States as
well. I appeal to this Assembly to stand fivm by its
rights in this crisis, not out of any spirit of opposi
tion to the permanent members of the security Council
but indeed in their best interest as well as that of
the smaller States. I ask the Members also to see
to it that the Secretary-General shall at all times
have sufficient funds to carry out the i~portant deci
sions of the Assembly. If we do so, I am convinced'
~~l~t though the United Nations may be faced with a
period of great difficulty, it will in the end weather
the storm triumphantly and emerge greatlY strength
ened in its capacity to promote and deland world
peace and, in its ability to' develop the resources of
the world for the welfare of all mankind.

8. In these critical days in the life of the United
Nations, let us remember that when we joined the
United Nations we pledged ourselves to pr-omote the
aims ,.of'the Chatter. Our attitude on the matter of
~~~a:ncing is being.keenly wat... ched by all men of good-

;IN:lll, to ~scover whether we are determined to make
,fjheUnited Nations an efficient and effective instru
"ment to achieve the Charteraims~ or to allow it to

become a tragic shad~w ofa noble idea. Reasonable
men everywhere recognize that an' organization, if it

.Is to be successful, must have a sound financial basis
and that, even if Article 19 were n6texpressly written
into the Charter, when \V~ accepted its aims we must
have presumed the means, and therefore were fully
aware that \'¥e were undertaking to subscribe our
fair share of the means necessary to achieve those
aims.

9. Speaking fo;~' my own country, I can say that when
we applied for'"membe:c;;;hip of the United Nations,
we did so after ane deliberation, fully conscious of
the duties and responsibilities our small nation was
shOUldering. It was clear to us that in accepting and
signing theC~arter, each Member pledged itself to
pay its due portion of the expenses of implem~nting
the C\eclsions of the OrganizatioK and to provide, if
necessary, its due quota of soldiersforpea~e-ke,eping

operations. Had we belleved that by any str.'etch of
the imagination or legal sophistry the Charter could
l:)& interpreted otherwise by the Assemblr, I doubt
whether we would have~;thought it wise or worth-while
to apply for mem6ership.

10. In any event, as representatives may be aware,
since becoming a Member Ireland has supplied to
the United Nations peace-keeping operations, inwhich
we were invited to participate, more soldiers in pro
portion to population than any other Member State.
We mou:rn the lo~js of the soldiers who fell, but are
pJ:"oud that they volunteered to serve the noble cause
to which the Irish people, like their forefathers, are
dedicated: the defence of the rights of men and nations
set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and

the fostering of the spirit of brotherhood among all
races, classes and creeds.

11. I would appeal to the representatives here present,
particUlarly the representatives of the smaller States,
to remember that if the United Nations were to fan,
as the League of Nation~\ failed, it Is not the great
Powers which would be the iirsttofeelits loss. Rather
it would be the weaker States, bereft as we would
be of the protection and support afforded by the moral
influence of this Organization. The Irish people, which
had to fight for its personal and national rights for
over seven centuries against great odds and practically
without assistance, recognizes that itwas the influence
of this Organization more than any other factor which
brought freedom to half its Members. It is because
we are keenly aware of the value of the United Nations
as the protector:>f W\9ak nations and the friend of
the poor, and our own best hope for the security and
reunification of the Irish nation, that our peopie are
prepared to do their share and, if necessary, some
thing more than their share, to support t.~e United
Nations in its peace-Keeping actiVities.

12. Let me hasten to point out at the same time that
it is not only the smaller nations which benefit from
the existence of a strong and efficient United Nations.
Had it been destroyed before Cuba, the great Powers,
without the conciliatory initiative this Organization
exercised to bring them to negotiations, might well
have destroyed each other in a nuclear holocaust;
and have polluted the atmosphere of the "Jlrorld with
radioactive fall-out.

13. In the case of the most recent peace-keeping
operation-that of Cyprus-Ireland has refu~ed to
accept payment of the usual United Nations allowance
for OUr soldiers. We did so to demonstrate our rejec
tion of the vOlunt?l.ry fund method by which the Cyprus
peace-keeping operation was financed. This stand
has imposed a heavy financial burden on our small
country, but we are convinced that the United Nations
~annot achieve the aims of the Charter if the Assembly
does not insist that the cost of carrying out its deci
sions is shared by all Members on an equitable basis
in accordance with the Charter. The Irish people are
prepared, I believe~ to see the Cyprus operation
through in the hope that it will bring stable peac~

to its sorely-tried people ,and its Mediterranean
neighbours, and they are prepared to allow a reason
able opportunity to the Assembly to assess the ex
penses of peace-keeping operations, including those
in Cyprus.. on afair and eqUitable basis for all Member
States; but we are not prepared to agree that the pay
of Irish soldiers in the United Nations peace-keeping
force should be dependent on the voluntary sub
scriptions of a few states. We regard it as vital for
a small country lik\3 ours that our soldiers serving
in a United Nations contingent should have the clear
.and unequivocal status of a United Nations force, paid
and equipped only out of the Irish exchequer and
funds contributed under regular assessment procedure
by all Member States.

14. Great as is my personal faith in the inherent
capability of our Organization to promote peace and
welfare throughout the world,r see little but con
fusion and disaster if it has not the resources to

. carry to a successful conclusion its c'ommitment to

~
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supplY' peac6·1:eeping forces- to a State that has asked
its assistance. ,. In m.y opbl1on, the recent tragedies

, in the Congo are due more than anything else to. the
failure of the United Nations to live up to its com
mitment to the Congolese people, and that fallure
arose from a lack of funds contemptibly small in
amount in relation to the combined resources of our
Member states.

15. Let me conclude my remarks on this subject by
saying that the Assembly has the right to assess every
Member for its fair share of the expenses of imple
menting its decisions and that each has the duty to
pay, even if it is opposed to any particular decision.
If one Member is allowed to refuse payment without
penalty, how is the Organh;ation to be financed if
all other Members exercise an equal right noUo pay?
If we are to take a successful stand on this issue
which we regard vital to the life of the United Nations
and that means so much to the smaller Members,
we must, I submit, stand firm now.

16. I wish to turn now to another grave and pressing
problem-that of preventing the growth of international
tension through the spread of nuclear weapons. The
great Powers, as we know, are prisoners of the ter
rible weapons which they possess. As they confront
each other, with fingers frozen on the triggers of
instruments of total destruction, they deserve our
sympathy, our prayers and our help.

17. Even the smallest countries can do something
to help the great Powers to reduce the tension which
forces them to keep their nuclear weapo~s at the
ready~ We can help, I suggest, by co-operating to
avoid strife in all areas in a spirit of peace, concilia
tion and brotherhood, and by moderating our demands
for action to redress injustices bicases whe:re action
is not yet in the realm of the possible without war.
We can help too by establishing, wherever possible,
areas of law a.nd limited armaments in which a group
of States would conclude an agreement not to attack
one another, to settle their differences peacefully
and to limit their armaments to police level, on the
condition that the United Nations, backedby the nuclear
Powers, guarantee them against aggression from out
side or inside the area.

18. We can help tlJ reduce tension also by providing
and sUP9prting adequate United Nations peace-keeping
forces to patrol and guard the frontiers between
small States at war with each other or in grave danger
of being attacked.

19. There is one way above all in which the non
nuclear states can help, particularly those among
them which have the capacity to make nuclear weapons;
that is by declaring their readiness, in accordance
with the General Assembly resolution [1665 (XVI)]
on prevention of the wider dissemination of nuclear
weapons to sign an international agreement not to
manufacture or acquire such weapons and to accept
inspection to ensure they are keeping their pledge.

. The counterpart to this pledge wouldbe that the nuclear
Powers bind themselves not to give control ofnuclear
weapons to non-nuclear states and to go to the assist
ance of a non-nuclear State attacked by a nuclear
Power.

.20. Those' who suggest that an a~~reement against
the spread of nuclear weapons' ShOlUd. b~ made depen
dent upon the reaching of agreement on general dis
armament do not, I think, appreciate that the advent
of nuclear, weapoIlsand missiles, wi.th their capacity ,
of instant, unheralded and total destruction, is some
thing completely new-and irreversible-in the history
of man, and that to cope with itrequires an eqUivalent
revolution in political thinking on international affairs.
Luckily" the necessary change'ln thinking does not
reqUire the revision of the Charter; for the discus
sions on revision, like general and complete disarma
'ment conferences, coulrl go on forever without con
clusive result. And in the meantime the list of nuclear
States would continue to increase. We must therefore"
I am convinced, endeavour to win through to astable
world peace and the ,restriction of armaments, on
the basis of the present constitutional position and
division of power in the United Nations and of accept
ing the monopoly of nuclear weapons in the hands of
the five nuclear Powers for mailY years to come.

21. Though we are all inclined, from time to time,
to cavil at the right of vetopossessedby the members
of the Security Council, I think that we should accept
the present division of power ana responsibility be
tween them and the other members as a realistic
division and a reasonable compromise in the circum
stances of the world today. The whole constitutional
position would, of course, be greatly clarified and
strengthened if the five nuclear Powers occupied the
five permanent seats in the Security Council. But,
however desirable it might be to have the People's
Republic of China as a member of the Security Council,
particularly now that it has become the fifth nuclear
Power, it would, in my opinion, be intolerable that
this should be done by denying Taiwan and its twelve.
million people a right to membership of the United
Nations. For I am sure that the people of Taiwan
wish to govern themselves, as they did before being
occupied by China and, later, Japan.

22. The small states in this Assemblywhich suffered
occupation by foreign Powers for much longer and
more completely than Taiwan-and many of us with
much smaller population-should bear this in mind
when asked to eject Taiwan from the United Nations.

23. It would be intolerable also, in my opinion, if
Peking were admitted to a seat .tn the Security Council
and were. left under the illusion that it was not to be
bound by the provisions of the United Nations Cha;rter
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, or
that its colonial occupation of the ancient nation of
Tibet or its attack on Korea and India would be for
gotten. Neither should itbe allowed to think that it would
not be subjected, in the United Nations, to the same
pressure to refrain from aggression and to free its
colonies as other colonial Members have been.

24. I do not know, of course, whether it would be
possible to negotiate an agreed settlementof the prob
lem which is called the representation of China. I
suggest, however, that the secretary-General and the
four nuclear Powers in the Security Council should
be asked to negotiate with Peking and Taiwanbe,ween
now and the twentieth session to find, out whether
agreement could be arrived at on the follOWing basis:
that Taiwac would take a s~at in the Assembly and
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that Peking would, assume the position of a permanent
memberof,)the Security Councll, accepting to be bound
by the! pur110ses and principles of the Charter, by a
non-d~ssemlnatiori agreement and by an agreement
thataU other nuclear States would go to the assistance
of a nc\n-nuclear State attacked by a nuclear Power.

25. It may not be possible to get the agreement sug
gested between Peking and Taiwan, but now that Peking
has become a fifth nuolear Power it is a matter of
the greatest urgency that an all-out effort should be
made to find out. For it reqUires very little reflec
tion to see that a number of States in the Eastern
part of the world may feel compelled tofollow Peking's
example unless it is soon brought under the rules of
the Charter and the direct infl'lence of the United'
Nations, and unless, in conjunction with the ttther
nuclear Powers. it accepts an agreement of the kind
I have mentioned. The President of the United States
said on 18 October 1964 that: "the nations that do not
seek national nu,~lear weapons can be sure that if
they need our strong support against some threa.t of
nuclear blackmail, then they will have it." That state
ment is to be greatly welcomed, and I am sure it
will have an encouraging effect on those who are
trliing to persuade their Governments not to embark
on the production of nuclear weapons at great cost
to their peoples.

26. President Johnson's assurance, however, would
be far more effective to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons if, as I suggested in an address to the
Commonwealth Club a.t San Francisco on 27 November
1964, similar assurances were given by the other
nuclear Powers, and if those assurances were incor
porated in a treaty, such as I have suggested, between
the nuclear Powers and were confirmed and ratified
by their treaty-making authorities. Even if all five
nuclear Powers are not now prepared to sign a treaty
of that kind, it would, I am convinced, be a strong
brake on the spread of nuclear weapons and a vital
step for the prevention of war and theestabllc.::tment
of stable peace if as many nuclear Powers as pos
sible negotiated and ratified such a treaty without
delay.

27. It may be said that the nuclear Powers could not
be trusted not to spread nuclear weapons or relied
upon to go to the assistance of a non-nuclear State
attacked by it nuclear Power. But I have always believed
that all great Powers, like small States, can be trusted
to keep an agreement which it is in their vital interest
to keep. It is clearly in the common interest of the
nuclear Po~vers with highly concentrated urban popu
lations and industrial facilities to restrict the mono
poly of nuclear weapons and to prevent the balance
of terror from being upset. The balance might, of
course, be dangerously threatened by an addition to
thl3 number of nuclear Powers or a change in the
control or strategic distribution of nuclear weapons.
Indeed the sensitiveness of the nuclear Powers in
regard to the strategic balance has been well illus
trated by their reaction to the establishment and main
tenance of missile bases and by the warnings which
have been issued to other countries not to allow nuclear
weapons on their territories and not to allow obser
vation aircraft to use their airfields.

28. It is therefore, I think, well demonstrated that
the nuclear Powers consider it vital to prevent other
nuclear <Powers from seizing, or even using, further
territo!y which might· be equipped as air, sea or
missile bases. I am firmly convinced that if the nuclear
Powers had committed themselves before the world
to go to the assistance of a non-nuclear State attacked
by a nuclear Power, none of them would violate its
pler}ge, knowing that it would be in the interests of
the other nuclear Powers to prevent the agreement
from beingbroken and that its aggression would destroy
its influence in the world-an influence which each
of them is trying strenuously to extend.

29. In the light of those considerations, mydelegation
would appeal to the non-nuclear States to urge the
nuclear Powers to negotiate and conclude a treaty
of non-dissemination and of guarantee to non-nuclear
States against attack. We are greatly encouraged in
making this appeal by the fact that Prime Minister
Shastri has given the lead by indicatig a few days
ago in London that India, a non-nuclear state with
the reputed capacity to manufaoture nuclear weapons,
would not produce such weapons, and urging that the
nuclear Powers should guarantee non-nuclear States
against attack. India has thus given the lead to coun
tries with a capacity to make nuclear weapons, and it
is devoutly to be hoped that they will follow India's
example.

30. I fully realize that it appears to be asking much
of non-nuclear States with the capacity to make nuclear
weapons to renounce their right to equip themselves
with nuclear armaments. But I know of no case in
any strategically sensitive part of the world where
a non-nuclear State could proceed to manufacture
or a9quire a significant number of nuclear weapons
without attracting a violent reaction from its nuclear
or non-nuclear neighbours. I think it is clear that
in some cases an effort to produce them might bring
about, before it had proceeded very far, the very
attack it wished to protect itself against with the
help of a nuclear arsenal.
31. As I see the situation, the best defence of the
smaller States against aggression in the nuclear age
is to help stabilize the number of nuclear Powers and
help to evolve a reliable system of international law
and law enforcement in co-operation with the other
Members of the United Nations. The first step in the
evolution of the ideal system must be, 1belleve, an
agreement that for many years to come the non
nuclear States will provide the forces necessary to
keep· the peace among slllaller States and that the nU
clear Powers will pollce themselves.

32. In conclusion, in the interest of all our peoples
I appeal once more to the five nucl~ar Powers to
negotiate and conclude without delay a non-dissemina
tion agreement complemented by an agreement in
which they will solemnly undertake. to protect the
non-nuclear States from attaok by a nuclear Power.
And I appeal also to the non-nuclear States which
have the resources to make nuclear weapons to refrain
from doing so. Let us, in the interest of the survival
of mankind, make an all-out effort in the days ahead
to put a stop to the mad use for destruction of our
God-given resources, and use them instead to abolish
the appalling misery and want which exist throughout

~......



p. $.'~"-

1295th meeting - 8 December 1964 5

the world, even in some of the most highly developed
countrios.

33. Mr. IRIBARREN BORGES (Venezuela) (translated
from Spanish): Mr. President, on behalf of the Vene
zuelan Government al~d its delegation, and on my
own behalf, I sho;uld l,ike to offer you our warmest
and most sincere .col\grat.ulations on your election
as President of the nineteenth session of the General
Assembly. The unanimous vote you received bears
witnesS to the great esteem and prestige you enjoy,
both in your country and in this Organization~because
cif your outstanding personal qualities. At the same
time I express the fervent hope that your actions
will be crowned with many successes, leading to
greater harmony in our debates and the adoption of
effective decisions.

34. Three new nations, Malawi, Malta and Zambia,
have taken their places among the Members of this
Organization. I extend a most sincere welcome to
their distinguished delegations and express the con
fidence of the Venezuelan delegation that they will
make a valuable contribution to the joint task of
pacification, which is the main objeotive of the United
Na.tions.

35. Its historical traditions and the constant will of
the majority of its people have led Venezuela to pursue
an independent international policy. dictated solely
by its steadfast devotion to democracy and by the
basic interests of its people, within the framework
of loyal and voluntary co-operation, which should be
mutual and of reciprocal b~nefit to all the Members
of this world Organization. The aim of this policy
is the preservation and strengthening of Venezuela's
political and econonmic independence, in conditions
which not only permit but actually favour peaceful
and constructive collaboration with all the other nations
of the world. This assertion may sound presump
tuous, but the Members of this Assembly are fully
aware that. democratic Venezuela has on many occa
sions proved its steadfast commitment to law, to its
international obligations and to the loftiest principles
of justice.

36. In conformity with that policy, my country has
encouraged and observed strict compliance with the
principles and provisions of the United Nations Char
ter, both I at the world level and at the regional level
within the Organization of American States. This
explains why our differences with other countries
have never resulted in any aggression on the part
of Venezuela. Even in those cases where there has
been brazen intervention in our internal affairs, with
the avowed aim of destroying what has been created
by the self-determination of our people, my Govern
ment has had recourse to the appropriate international
organization and through the justice of our cause,
has obtained the condemnation of the aggressors.
Similarly, it is by means of friendly negotiation and
irrefutable historical and legal arguments that Vene
zuela'is endeavouring to obtain reparation for an act
Which, through a transaction between third parties,
disguised as an arbitral award, obviously invalid
and unjust, deprived it of part of its territory, which
is still under foreign domination....

37" Long before the United Nations was established,
the objectives of this Organization were already deeply
rooted in our his tory or were among the goals which
the Venezuelan people were determined to attain.
Devotion to peace, to liberty, to respect for human
dignity and to adherence to the universal principles
of law has been at the very heart of our existence as
an independent nation.

38. It is good to recognize and to proclaim that the
successful peace-keeping actiVities of this world
Organization, as also the hard-won progress it has
achieved in the improvement of living standards in
various regions of the world and in the accession to
independence of a large group of colonial territories,
do it great credit. But no one can expect mankind to
be satisfied with the small fraction that has been
achieved of the enormous task imposed by the funda
mental objectives of the United Nations.

39. The disqUiet that this idea inevitably arouses
does not, however, weaken our firm resolve to c()
operate in the common struggle as we take part in
this Assembly. In many parts of theworldthe Assem
bly is being watched with great concern, because of
the havoc caused by apparently internal wars and
the annihilation of human life by poverty, hunger, and
racial and religious persecution, in open disrespect
for the authority of this world Organization, which
is called upon to remedy such evils, and in defiance
of the real desires of the great majority of the peoples
of the world.

40. In the background of this panorama lurks the
spectre of an atomic war. No sooner has a step for
ward been taken with the banning of nuclear explo
sions by the ,Powers possessing this deadly weapon,
than new explosions increase the anxiety of the peace
loving peoples of the world and there is a-feeling
that, instead of progressing, we have moved backward
along the path of, coexistence. The univers91 hope
that man's intelligenCe and scientific resources will
be devoted to combating cruel diseases and cl'eating
better living standards and greatereducationaloppor
tunities is discouraged by the fact that, in order to
withstand the aggression of potential enemies, the
so-called great Powers allocate thousands of millions
of dollars in their budgets to cover the growing ex
penditure necessitated by the development of new
weapons and monstrous means of destruction.

41. The world is beginning to lose faith in the effec
tiveness of the efforts that have so far been made
to achieve disarmament. In the short lapse of half
a century mankind has witnessed the annihilation, in
two world wars, not only of soldiers in the field but
of civilian populations and it views with horror the
thre~t of a new conflagration whose outcome dannot
be foretold. To judge by present means of destruc
tion, such a conflict would ineVitably bring about the
end of our civilization. That is why world public opinion
clamours for more realistic and effective action,
designed to end the arms race by means of an agree
ment ensuring universal disarmament with adequate
control and guaranteeing the cessation of the man\},
facture of both stragetical and teohnicalatomic
weapons.
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42. Despite the fact that emphasis is frequently laid
upon the right of peoples to self-determination. there'
are Governments which. in covert and sometimes
overt. brazen alliances with rebellious minorities.
strive through violence to overthrow the legal. social
and economic order that other peoples have estab
lished for themselves in the free exerci,se of their
sovereignty" My Government and my people are deeply
concerned by the tendency of some groups in various
parts of the world to unleash hateful. cruel and in
human racial persecution where none existed before
or to exacerbate persecution where. unfortunately,
it was already rampant. We wish to express here
our hope. which is undoubtedly shared by the majority
of the representatives present in this Assembly. that
the United Nations will take effective steps. designed
to put an end drastically to such outbreaks of racial
hatred.

43. It is not in a mood of pessimism or discourage
ment that Venezuela is attending this Assembly. On
the contrary. it comes to offer its co-operation in
order to give a greater and more determined impetus
to mutual co-operation in a common endeavour to
consolidate peaceful coexistence among nations of
all ideologies, for the purpose of bUilding a civiliza
tion 'worthy of God and of man.

44. Due credit must be given to the technical and
financial co-operation offered to Governments through
the appropriate machinery of the United Nations and
the international financial institutions, in support of
the programmes of the developing countries.Never
theless, the attempts to take practical steps towards
the United Nations objectives of eradicating poverty
and elimination, or at least alleviating. the economio
inequality between peoples have proved unsuccessful.
In this connexion we must draw attention to the com
mendable concern shown by our Secretary-General.
U Thant, and the efforts he has undertaken to find
a satisfactory solution.

45. In order to attain these objectives,trade rela
tions and developmentplans must be reinforced t:1.rough
mutual co-operation and self-help. But then there is
the question of the exorbitant profits made by the
economic Powers and the great international consortia.
Thus the peoples of the world are hampered in the
exerci:se of their right to live and develop worthily.
on thE"; basis of balanced trade and reasonable prices
for their resources and the fruit of their labour.

46. The UnUed Nations Conference' on Trade and
Development fl held in 1964. demonstrated the imbalance
that exists between the different areas of the world
and the unavoidable need to correct it, and showed
that an adequate revision of the terms of international
trade is the only way of ensuring that wealth is equi
tably shared among all the peoples of the world. No
one today can ques\.ion the right of the developing
countries to fair conditions for the sale of their pro
ducts on world markets at prices comparable with
those obtained by the products of the industrialized
countries. There is similar inequality in the soOial
and political fields. too, and it is to a large extent
responsible for the continuance of present world
tension. This, therefore, is one of the urgent prob
lems which must be solved if lasting peace is to be
maintained.

47.Ourcizilization will be unable to move forward
towards universal harmony and a full and decent life
for mankind unless the great economic Powers aban
don their nationalism and devote themselves with
true zeal to contributing sincerely to an adequate
readjustment of the trade between themselves and
the developing countries. This is the only way to
achieve an equilibrium which will enable the less
developed nations to carry out their plans for pro
gress, within a correlation of exports and imports
which would encourage more satisfactory world dis
tribution of the products of economic activity.

48. That is why my country categorically and uncon
ditionally supports the efforts of the. so-called group
of seventy-five countries which, at the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development held at Geneva
in 1964, expressed the aspirations of millions of men
and women in all parts of the world, who demand
their place in a world that is better for all and not
just for a few. If we sincerely intend to build a world
based on' justice. the Geneva resolutions must ~ilot

become a dead letter but must be given dynamic
momentum by this Assembly.

49. Venezuela recently attended the Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun
tries, held at Cairo.Y as an observer. The delibera
tions of the Conference. with the exception of the
aggressive statements of an interventionist country.
left us with the hope that the action of those coun
tries may be directed towards the pacification of the
worId and the creation of conditions of peaceful coex
istence among all Governments. This would make it
possible to devote their financial resources to the
improvement of the material and spiritual standards
of Uving of their peoples. We hope. however, that
this rapprochement between the non-aligned countries
will not lead to the establishment of organizations
outside the United Nations, which would entail the
fragmentation and dispersal of resources and efforts.
It is essential to avoid weakening the central body,
the only instrument that is capable of co-ordinating
the will of all countries and in which world public
opinion exercise the most effective influence.

50. In order to attain the objectives of the United
Nations, it is also essential to eliminate bothpolitical
and economic colonialism. by means of the effective
exercise of the right of peoples to self-determina
tion, thrQugh universally accepted methods. I am
convinced that not only Venezuela, but other countries
which were forced to wage cruel wars in ordp.r to
obtain independence, advocate the liberation of ter
ritories which, despite the fact that they have achieved
the necessary political and cultural maturity. are
still under colonial administration.

51. This statement is a ratification of Vent:~zuela's

unchanging policy and I wish to stress once again
that a territory's accession to independence 'must be
effected without prejudice to the possible right of
neighbouring nations to recover parts of their ter
ritory which have been wrested from them by force
or by arrangements with a false veneer of legality.
To ignore this right would be to run counte:r to t~e

Y Second Conference of Heads of State or Governments of Non
Aligned Countries. held at Cairo. 5 to 10 October 1964.
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principle, enshrined in the Charter,of the territorial
integrity of States and to the Declaration on thegra~t

ing of independence to colonial oountries and peoples.

52. The Venezuelan delegation deems it pertinent to
report that the tripartite talks concerning the recovery
of part of the territory of the eastern region of Vene
zuela are proceeding according to the agreement
reached in the Joint Communiqu6 of the Ministers
for Foreign Affairs of Venezuela and the UnitedKing
dom of 7 November 1963. The first stage was the
meeting of experts of the three parties concerned,
held at Caracas and in London, to discuss the results
of their investigations and the documentary evidence
concerning the question, and to proceed to the draft
ing of the reports to their respective Governments.
As soon as those reports are submitted, a meeting
will be held at Government level in accordance with
the agreement reached in London in November 1963.
The Venezuelan Government once again reaffirms its
hopes that the question of frontiers with BritishGuiana
will be pursued in the amicable spirit that has so
far characterized these talks.

53•. The decisions of the r'Slgional bodies which lie with
in the United Nations orbit and are linked to it by spe
cific clauses inthe Charter, such as the Organization of
American States (OAS) , deserve the m~st resolute
and unconditional support. It is necessary to preserve
the force of their institutional principles and their
objectives of promoting .peace and the progress of
their peoples within democratic r6gimes with a high
level 0,( social justice and respect for human rights
and for the freedom and dignity of the individual.

54. Perhaps the most frequent cause of regional wars
has hitherto been frontier disputes, to which has been
added the emergence of a new type of indirect aggres
sion. The latter is characterized by the assiftance
in money, propaganda material and weapons furnished
by some States. to terrorist guerrilla groups which,
having failed to win over public opinion in their coun
tries by the usual methods of political campaigning
and disseminating ideas, resort to violence and armed
attacks in order to overthrow the institutions which
the people have established for themselves. In addition
to representing a backward step in the world's political
evolution, this phenomenon represEmts a growing threat
to peaceful coexistence amongpeop.tes who have adopted
different systems of government.

55. Venezuela maintains that in order to eliminate
both causes of war it is necessary to put into practice
the standards and principles enunciated in the Charter
of the United Nations and in the regional organiza
tions. We feel, however, that the countries represented
here should. resolve to study the characteristics and
methods of the new form of indirect aggression. It
is a serious matter and represents a threat to the
maintenance of peace; we think that in order to coun
teract its effects a special agreement might be con
cluded, containing rules and procedures and estab
lishing exemplary sanctions to be applied against
Governments which appear to be guilty of such acts
of intervention and indirect aggression.

56. In this connexion. we have the impression that
the results of the recent meeting in Me:Kico of the
Special Committee on Principles of International Law

1IIInn-.___

concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operationamong
States were very meagre. Further joint efforts are
therefore urgently needed to enable this Committee,
strengthened by the wisdom and supportof this Assem
bly, to achieve more concrete results, both in the
domain just mentioned and in the codification of inter
national law.

57. In order to corroborate the sincerity and accuracy
of what I have said, I should like to quote two para
graphs f.rom the Preamble to the National Constitu
tion of Venezuela, with which my .Government is bound
to comply:

"Co-operating with all other nations and especially
with the sister Republics of the' Continent, in the
aims of the internationalcommunity, based on mutual
respect for sovereignties 5 the self-determination
of peoples, the universal guarantee of the indiVidual
and social rights of the human person, and the re
pudiation of war, conquest and economic predomi
nance as instruments of international policy;

"Supporting the democratic order as the sole means
that may never be surrenderedof ensuring the rights
and dignity of citizens and favouring the peaceful
extension thereof to all the peopl-es of the earth."

58. Finally, 1 should Uke to express our faith in the
United Nations a,nd our determination to work for its
survival. We ar'~ sure that this desire is shared by
all Member States, great and small. This Assembly
is the only adequate world forum in which the small
States can make their voice heard and the Organi
zation j,S' the most appropriate instrument for seek
ing a solution to their problems. It is the so-called
small States which have the greatest interest in see
ing that our Organization emerges successfully from
the present crisis. It is those States, too, which con
stitutea majority in the United Nations and which
cannot therefore permit the disappearance or dimin
ished effectiveness of the onl}'" body capable, at the
present state of international co-operation, of pre
serving peace and contributing to the solution of the
numerous problems confronting mankind.

59. We therefore hope that the obstacles hindering
the normal progress of the work of the Assembly
will disappear and that the latter will shortly be able
to begin its important work in an atmospher~ of har
mony and co-operation.

60. Mr. COSTOPOULOS (Greece) (translated from
FrenCh): Mr. President, it gives me great pleasure,
in speaking in this general debate, to offer you my
most sincere congratulations on your election to the
presidency of this General Assembly.

61. Your long experience in this Organization, the
great personal prestige which your wisdom and im
partiality have earned you, are an assurance of your
success in the high office you have accepted. Our
choice of you is also an expression of the respect
and friendship your country enjoys in the United
Nations. You may count on the friendly and whole
hearted co-operation of my delegation.

62. Moreover, I consider it most auspicious and a
source .of satisfaction to us all that our President
comes from the new Africa whose energy, enthusiasm
and vitality bring to all the activities of our Organi-
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zation the spark of initiative and innovation it must
have if it is to maintain its ability to develop and to
keep pace with changing requirements.

63. This year our Organization has again made further
headway towards universality. I wish to offer a warm
welcome to the three new Members: Malawi, Malta
and Zambia. I am sure that they will make a valuable
contribution to our deliberations and that they will
always find the United Nations ready to defend their
sovereign rights and to provide assistance for their
national development, as promised to them in the
Charter.

64. The outstanding event of recent years has been
the achievement of independence by colonial peoples.
It is clear that the turning".;point has long since been
passed and that little remains to be done in this field
compared with what has already been accomplished.

65. Today the stage of history is open to all and the
older actors are being outnumbered by the newcomers.
Although our United Nations family is not yet com
plete, it may be said tha~ it has already taken on
its final shape and that the new States already occupy
the plaoe to which they are entitled. This develop
ment has enhanced the sense of responsibility and
brought increased strength to our Organization.

66. Moreover, the increase in the number of Mem
bers of the United Nations has been r~flected in the
resolutions which make provision for wider repre
sentation in the principal organs and offices. The
Greek Government has already set in moLion the
necessary legal procedure for the ratification of the
Charter amendments enlarging the membership of
the Security Council and the Economic and Social
Council and we express the hope, which all the evi
dence seems to justify, that these amendments will
be ratified by the requisite number of countries,
including the great Powers, and come into force before
the next session of the General Assembly.

67. During this year the relaxation of tension in inter
national affairs, which had become increasinglyap
parent since the seventeenth session I)f the General
Assembly, has been generally maintained. While it
is true that there have been conflicts j.n many areas,
the general belief that nowadays the;y might result
in a nuclear confrontation has had Isalutary effect.
Nevertheless, the danger of new ccnflicts is never
absent. We know this only too well in our part of the
world, where for many months past a bitter conflict
has endangered the peace. Greece has shown, in tbe
ci:rcumstances, a degree of restraint and modera
tion which has not always been easy' or popular and
therefore feels that it has the right to make a further
appeal to this Assembly for the peaceful settlement
of international disputes within the United Nations.

68. In the same context, W~I think that suchproposals
as that the Assembly shou,ld discuss the question of
renunciation of the use of force for the settlement
of territorial disputes and questions concerning fron
tiers deserve our whole-hearted approval and care
ful stUdy.

69. I wanted to begin my speech on a note of opti
mism. Nevertheless, the other side of the picture must
not be overlooked.

70. Last year's agreement and resolutions on nuclear
testing and the denuclearization of outer space gave
grounds for hoping that there would be further dis
armament measures. Unfortunately there has been no.
progress in this field since then. During this session
of the Assembly, therefore, we must intensify OU1'
efforts to reach agreement on the non-dissemination
of nuclear weapcfis ~ the prevention of accidental war
and disarmament in general.

71. In accordance with the resolutions on this SUbject
adopted by previous sessions of the Assembly, the
ques tion of an international agreement on the denu
clearization of Africa has been placed on the agenda
for this session. We warmly a9prove of this pro
posal. The denuclearization of Africa is already a
fact and any step which confirms and guarantees it

. cannot fail to contribute to the maintenance of peace,
I feel it my duty to point out,however, that the ques
tion of denuclearizaUon is not the same in the case
of smaller regions which already possess nuclear wea
pons or regions whtoh are within range of the nuclear
weapons existing in their immediate vicinity. In such
cases the question has to be examined from the point
of view of the delicate strategiC balance already
::tchieved and it can be considered only in the Con
text of general disarmament and the political agree
ments relating to it.

72. The relaxation of tension to which I referred
earlier is the happy result of the adoption of a new
attitude by the great Powers and of a new approach
to international relations which generally goes under
the name of "peaceful coexistence". Whatever name
or definition it may be given, this approach is a grdat
improxement and it has been widely adopted.

73. In this connexion we welcome the resolutions
adopted by the Cairo Conference. Today the non
aligned countries hold the balance in international
affairs. The decisions taken at Cairo show that these
forty-seven countries are aware of their solidarity
and of their collective strength, and that tlfey intend
to use that strength to promote stability and inter
national peace. They showed that very clearly at the
time of ~he Cuban crisis, when their efforts helped
to overcome the crisis and to transform it into the
starting point of a new era. Its adoption of the prin
ciple of peaceful coexistence and controlled disarma
ment makes the Cairo Conference an important land
mark in that direction.

74. The present crisis in our Organization demands
our immediate attention.. A decision on the problem
of financing peace-keeping operations cannot be fur
ther postponed without endangering the very existence
of the United Nations. In view of the stipulations of
the Charter, and especially after the advisory opinion·
of the international Court of Justice, there can be no
doubt that peace-keeping expenses are expen~es o!
the Organization within the meaning of Article 17
of the Charter and that the General Assembly is res
ponsible for apportioning them. While maintaining
this position which we adopted at the fourth special
session of the General Assembly, we sympathize with
the reasons which have induced some countries to
refuse to contribute to legitimate peace-keeping
expenses.
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75. As the Secreta.ry-General pointed out, in a mas
terly speech at the University of California lastApril,

. one of the main advantages the United Nations has
over the League of Nations lies precisely in this
ability to mount peace-keeping operations in an age
when interdependence, at the world level, is much
closer than. it wa~ and a local conflict is likely to
degenerate. more rapidly into a general conflagration.

76. We therefore earnestly appeal to all countries
to bear in mind, in handling this grave problem of
financing, the paramount necessity of preserving the
United Nations from the danger now threatening it.
Once this paramount requirement is recognized, it
will be possible, without encountering insuperable
difficulties, to work out permanent financing arrange
ments which will take account both of the greater
responsibility of the great Powers in peace-keeping
matters and of the limited resources of the developing
countries.

77. Moreover, experience has shown that the impri
vised methods by which past operations have been
organized need to be replaced by permanent and sys
tematic machinery and that national contingents should•be earmarked and specially trained for these opera-
tions 0 We therefore welcome the measures taken to
that end by various Member States, including the
Scandinavian .countries, and promise them our full
support.

78. One of the most important events in international
life and in the history of our Organization during 1964
was undoubtedly the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development held at Geneva last spring.
Greece was an active participant in the Conference
and spared no effort to ensure that its work would
be crowned with success. Although the results achieved
were not spectacular and fell short of our expecta
tions and those of the developing countries. they did·
at least demonstrate the solidarity of the international
community and an awareness of the need for better
organizatiQn of international economic co-operation.
We can take comfort from the fact that the major
economic, financial, technical, social and adminis
trative problems were debated at length and that these
problems are now fully documented. The permanent
machinery which is to be established and will soon
go into operation is a pledge that solutions to these
problems will be found.

79. The wcrld economy continued to make fairly rapid
progress during 1964 and the developing countries
as a Whole have benefited from the stabilization of
world commodity markets and an improvement of the
terms of trade in their favour. Any satisfaction we
may feel in that respect is, however, necessarily
offset by the fact that the rate of growth of their export
earnings has been much slower during the last four
years than that of other parts of the world.

80. It is therefore the duty of all countries, rich
and Imor, to continue their efforts to reduce the ex
isting disparity in their standards of living as quickly
as possible. This is the great problem of the cen
tury and Greece is convinced that the new organs
which are to be established within the United Nations
will not be only the beginning of a vital world-wide
effort. It is in order to give positive proof of this con-

..............

'viction that Greece regularly contributes to the assIs
tance programmes of the United Nations, such as the
programme of the High Commissioner for :Refugees,
technical assistance and the Special Fund. Our 1965
contribution to the Special Fund alone is 370 per cent
higher than that of the current year.

81. The Cyprus question is once again onouragenda.
When, after long and painsta1\ing discussion in this
Assembly from 1955 to 1958,Cyprus finally achieved
independence, there was every reason to hope that the
new Republic, taking its place among us, would, like
'any other State, enjoy its independence in peace and
security.

82. Unfortunately, the Turkish element, taking advan
tage of the privileges which the Constitution gave it
for the sole purpose of guaranteeing its welfare,
has systematically obstructed the operationQf the
machinery of government in pursuit ofpurely political
ends.

83. Having remained completely indifferent to the
fate of the island, whichwas sold to the British Empire
in 1878, Turkish interest became apparent only in
the course of the heroic struggle for independence
which the Cypriots began in 1955. Having taken no
part in that struggle and given no help to the war of
liberation, to which it was opposed, the Turkish
interests thereafter had only one ambition: to partition
the country.

84. Year after year the General Assembly had de
clared that there was nothing to justify such action:
the small size of the territory and the fact that there
is a mixed population throughout the island pre
cluded it. The Turks, however, persisted in their
conviction. Controversial provisions were included
in the 1959 agreement and in the Constitution, and
immoderate use of these provisions by the Turkish
Cypriots culminated in their rebellion in Decem
ber 1963.

85. At the time of this outbreak .:.t was found that the
Turkish community had about 2,500 fully trained and
eqUipped men. This force acted according to a pre
arranged plan and immediately occupied strategic
positions which enabled it, with the assistance of
forces from Turkey, to try to obtain by force its
dream of partition.

86. The threat of invasion is s till there and is renewed
periodically by the threatening statements of the
Turkish leaders;. Moreover, how are the attacks of
the Turkish air force against the civilian popUlation
of Cyprus last August to be forgotten? The embers
of the fires started by Turkish napalm are still warm
and the blood of the victims-women, children and
old people-is still fresh.

87. This is an outline of the grave peril which the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
one of the young Members of our Organization has
had to face and this grave peril should serve as a
warning to all young countries.

88. Thanks to the United Nations, ,,0 the determina
tion of the Cypriots, to the action of the Security
Council and of our Executive, to the spirit of inter
national solidarity of the Member States participating
in the Force and the generosity of those contril;luting
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to its maintenance. Cyprus has been able to face
the danger. Mediation ·efforts are in progress and
the matter will shortly be referred to the General
Assembly.

89•. The Greek Government has. fl'om the outset. given
all 1ts moral and financial assistance to the pacifica
tion. and mediation efforts undertaken by the United
Natlons and I now give you a formal assurance that
Greece will continue to do so. The contribution of
$1,5~0.000 to th~ expenses of the United Nations peace
keep1ng Force 1n Cyprus-a substantial contribution
in view of Greece's resources-is proof of our con
fidence in the procedures prescribed by the Charter
and of our respect for United Nations resolutions.

90. It is now my pleasant duty to pay a tribute to
the outstanding personality of our Secretary-General
~ho, in organizing the Force sent to Cyprus. guiding
1t at every step, appointing the two successive media
tors and his personal representatives in Cyprus and
being the inspiration and the drivingforce of the whole
United Nations intervention in the Cyprus affair. has
acquired a new title to the esteem and gratitude of
all Member States. In his untiring devotion to his
arduous task. he has neglected his health and fallen
ill; we sincerely wish him a rapid and complete
recovery.

91. I should not wish to let this opportunitypass with
out welcoming the resolution on Cyprus adopted by
the Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cairo in October 1964.
It is significant that the Heads of State and of Govern
ment. coming from the most diverse countries and
~hus representing a wide consensus of the most highly
1nformed world opinion. expressed the essence of
the problem: namely the sovereignty. unity, indepen
dence and territorial integrity of Cyprus and its right
to determine its political future frea from all external
threats.

92. It is. of course. understood that minority rights
must be effectively protected. in Cyprus as elsewhere.
But .it ~ust not be forgotten that the majority, too,
has Its rights, which cannot be ignored without violating
the principles laid down by the Charter of the United
Nations.

93. Whereas Greece has done everything in its power
to prevent the Cyprus crisis from invading the field
of its bilateral relations with Turkey, the Turkish
Government" on the other hand, has from the outset
adopted a policy of continual provocation whichforced
my 'Govermnent to have recourse to the Security
Council.

94. :rhis ~rovocative and blindly vindictive policy
oulmmated m the steps taken againstcomplete)yinno
cent people. I refer to the mass deportations. intimida
tion and vexations of every kind to which the Greeks
living in Turkey are subjected.

95. Thousands of Greek citizens residing at Istanbul
-women, old people. children and invalids not ex
pected-were expelled overnight,' uprooted from the
land of their birth and cast upon the open road to
experience the sad fate of refugees. We consider this
tragedy unworthy of the contemporary: political ethos
and the standards of our civilization.

96. Turkey asserts that it is Greece's attitude in the
Cyprus question which is the reason and the justifica
tion for these arbitrary measures-as though it were
admissible that support for an appeal in due form
to the United Nations could give rise to reprisals!
What would become of our Organization if Member
States were obliged to hesitate before having recourse
to it. for fear of exposing their kinsmen to arbitrary
action by the country that would be called to account?
The United Nations cannot remain indifferent to the
persecution of innocent people for political ends.

97. Faithful to its democratic traditions, Greecewill
support with all its strength in this Assembly the com
plete and unfettered independence of Cyprus. Our
attitude is directed not only by a moral debt to our
Cypriot brotb:;,rs, but also by our profound dedica..
tion to the pri~lciples of the Charter. For Greece,
the Cyprus question is not a Graeco-Turkish dispute,
as Turkey is vainly endeavouring to show. For us,
the Cyprus question is exclusively a matter Cif apply
ing certain basic principles set forth in the United
Nations Charter and generally applied in all the new
nations that have come into being since the War. The
people of Cyprus have the right to ask the world
tribunal of the United Nations for the same treatment
as the new States of Asia and Africa.

98. As regards the plans for annexation by force or
other unilateral action which have been attributed to
Gre~ce, we wish to state once again that they are
nothmg but myths. Greece's only aim in the Cyprus
question is to leave the Cypriot people free to decide
what form their future sovereignty shall take. It is
the other side which has expansionist aims ofpartition
or artificial federation, and threatens war and inva
sion. Greece will support Cyprus before the United
Nations without recourse to violence or any other
t?reat, with ~ull. confidence in the universal recogni
tlOn of the prmc1ples.of liberty and democracy.

99. Greece has always attached great importance to
its relations with countries forming part of the Balkan
peninsula, and this was demonstrated by negotiation.
These efforts produced successful results.

100. Relations between Greece and Yugoslavia have
for several years been marked by reciprocal friend
shiP. and we recently concluded agreements on various
questions that were in abeyance. With Romania we
haye settled by common accord various questions
t?a~ were still pending and we are at present nego
tlatmg the settlement of others; a friendly atmosphere
has thus been established between the two countries.

101. Lastly, in July of this year, Greece restored
normal relations with Bulgaria by a series of agree
ments, and we may legitimately hope that the neigh
bourly relations established with this adjacent coun
try will. eventually develop to the great benefit of
both peoples.

102. So long as Greece meets with equal good will
on the part of its neighbours, it will pursue its policy
of understanding and conciliation. Greece is convinced
that in so doing it represents a stabilizing element
in the peace of the Balkans. .

103. Having displayed moderation and restraint in a"
crisis which touches it to the quick. and consideration

~
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in its relations with its neighbours, regardless of
their political and social regimes, Greece is purSUing
'a policy designed to encourage, both in its immediate
vicinity and on a vaster scale, the continuation of
efforts aimed at bringing about more and more far
reaching settlements between the nations of the West
and those of the East, with a view to broadening the
horizons of peace in our timO.

'and all men, the opposing forces being given their
normal opportunity to exercise oriticism, so neces
sary in a society like, that ofChile.which seeks'demo
'Jratic methods in solving its contradictions. strength
ening the spirit of, initiative and ensuring that everyone
participates in the country's destiny. The ballot boxes,
not subversion or hatred, 'have been the tools of our
revolution. For the first tim~ in the Americas, there
are the beginnings of an attempt at social change
based on the ,postulates of Christian democracy, an
integral and indivisible idea born of the anxieties of
so many peoples, valid in mil)ny ", places yet subject
to national characteristics. We are well aware \~att,

as Abraham Lincoln once said,"the dogmas of the .
qUiet past are inadequate to the stormy present. The
occasion is piled hIgh with difficulty, and we must
:rise with the occasion. As our case is new, so we
must think anew, and act anew".

109. Our immediate practical goals are in line with
the aspirations of all developing countries: more
schools, more opportunitiesfor vocational and cultural
training, more houses, more agricultural freeholders,
more industrial production, more equitable taxation,
more foreign trade, greater equality before the law.
We have immense popular enthusiasm and a series of
well-conceived plans to assist us in our task. We
are aware of our difficulties and our limitations, but
we know too that the faith and revolutionary will of
a people resolutely turned towards the future can
overcome the difficulties we shall encounter.

110. The new Government of Chile realizes, however,
that the life of the country and the success of the
undertaking we are embarking'upon are determined
not only by the will of its inhabitants but also by events
in international life. To immerse ourselves i~ the
source whence flow the great currents which m;e
shaping the physiognomy of our time means t.hat we
recognize both the need \".; i?reServe our natiollallife
throught reciprocal assistance with other couhtrles,
and the duty to make our contribution to the common
task for the advancement of mankind. At otherperiods
of history, peoples could isolate themselves. Now
they are all threads of a single fabric; great or small,
they ",.,ill share the same fate, be it the destruotion
of civilization or the increase and harvesting of its
fruits for the benefit of all.

111. Our foreign policy, while directed towards
greater understanding and increased co-operation
between all nations, will be independent ai'id worthy.
Chile is nobody's satellite; but neither is it a loose
link in a world which demands co.-ordination andunder
standing. We are prepared to transcend the classical
moulds of indolent diplomacy in order to promote
relations of friendship and co-operation with all Ooun
tries, without ideological or political discrirninations,
without questioning their beliefs or the nature of their
Governments. We have our own philosophy ana our
own place among the westem nations, but we shall
do everything in our power to clear the path leading
to conciliation and understanding between nations,
however opposed their interests may appear to be.

112. We reaffirm our faith in the United Nations as
the soundest means of ensuring peace, stability and
the progress of nations through international Oio
operation. The sUOcesses outweigh the failures in
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the balance-sheet of oq!f Organization. Its disappear
ance would plunge th~ .world into the flood of passions
and unbridled inte1'ests. Its stagnation or enfeeble
ment would profoundly disturb those peoples which see
in it their safeguard and their guarantee of progress.

113•._While it is not suggested that the United Nations
shmdd become a supranational governing body, it is
nscessary that Member States should accept a greater
number of obligations with respect to it. Many of its
resolutions are not carried out or have but a limited
moral effect; nor have the obstacles to the better
functioning of its conciliation and assistance machinery
been totally eliminated.

114. The new Government of Chile considers that the
United Nations should become the centre of gravity
of international life. For this, it is necessary to rein
force its authority and the action of its organs. We
are prepared to give it our complete enthusiastic
support in any endeavour to invigorate it and increase
its efficiency. With this same idea of giving the United
Nations greater power, we think that the time has
come to determine more positively the action of the
regional groupings mentioned in the Charter. The
prevailing tendency to link people according to their
geographical circumstances, their affinities and their
development plans is spreading in various continents.
It could not be otherwise, because a world like ours,
which is held together by the demands and merits of
a levelling civilization, must be, not a mosaic of
distant and disparate nations, but an organic com
munity in which nations, like needles round a magnet,
seek those that are similar and complementary or
ganizing themselves in multinational,·continental or
regional associations. Let us ~ope that the day is not
far off when we shall shorten our debates here, listen
ing to only one voice speal~ing on behalf of the coun
tries composing one region.

115. The notion of a regional grouping designed to
practice .interdependence as a means of promoting
economic and social progress cannot be identified
with that of a closed bloc, or continental or regional
.ascendancy or rivalry, in either politics or economics.
For this reason, although their autonomy is recognized,
regional groupings have to adjust their structures and
actions to the noble principles of the Charter, which
in recognizing their existence has also established
their responsibility.

116. The American continent has a regionalorganiza
tion older than the United Nations. In the course of
many years, it has elaborated a politico-juridical
system and a series of standards and procedures
which have benefited stability and coexistence in this
part of the world. Nevertheless, with the passing of
the years and the eruption of uncontainable social
and economic unrest among our peoples, ithas become
necessary to renovate the Organization of American
states, to revise the principles and machinery which
may have become obsolete, to try other methods so
that the Organization may meet the desire of our
mas~~sfor well-being and progress.

117. We, the countries which live together within the
Organization of American States, are in a very special
situ9,tion, which we must examine clearly and honestly

,t.( if we are to achieve higher forms of co-operation

among ourselves. On one side there is the richest
and f.ltrongest Power on earth, .the United States; on
the other side there is the group of Latin American
countri.es weighed down by innumerable problems.
On one side super-abundance, on the other want.

118. Although the structure of the system is demo
cratic and the equality in law of the States is respected,
there is a natural imbalance which can only be cor
rected to the extent that more beneficial collaboration
is established between the United Sates and Latin
America as a whole. According to studies of the Eco
nomic Commission for Latin America" this imbalance
has meant that our continent, Lati.n America, is
growing poorer every sea.;r, to the benefit of the in~us

trialized centres: in the last nine years the Latin
American countries have lost $10 ,000 million because
of the lowprices of their raw materials, while receiving
only $8,000 million for the financing of their economic
development. In other words, the deterioration in Latin
America's terms of trade amounted to $2,000 million in
that period. Thus the gap separating the countries of
Latin America from those of Europe and Anglo-Saxon
America is widening every year and the imbalance be
tween wealth and poverty is becoming more marked. We
must attribute this fact to what a United Nations econo
mist called the "cumulative facto:t's", those factors
which simultaneously enrich the rich countries and im
poverish the poor ones as a direct consequence of
their economic relationship.

119. That is why, when examining the "assistance"
that the super-developed countries lend to others, to
those which have contributed so enormously to their
enrichment, I cannot refrain from recalling the lines
of a satirical Spanish poet about the building of a
hospital by a· rich man called Juan de Robles:

Roblesl a man of charityl who loved to help the
poorl

Built for them this hospital ••• But first he made
them poor.

120. If the political system of the Organization of
American States is to have real meaning and to be
respected by our peoples, it is essential that the
equality of the States in law should be accompanied
by accelerated· Rconomic and social development.
There can be no equality in law if there fs economic
dependence. Chile is endeavouring to perfect its
sovereignty; to do so, however, it must free itself
from the financial dependence imposed by its limited
development.

121. Fortunately, new "'f-lys are being opened on this
continent for a joint taSK which is to dispel old fears
and suspicions, so that inter-American relations may
reach a level satisfactory to all. Both the Government
and the people of ~le United States have become con
vinced that Latin America must. without delay, be
afforded greater aSAistance through better prepared
plans. A result of this new arrangement, which goes
beyond the simple idea of good neighbourliness, is
the Alliance for Progress, which, with its initial faults
overcome, must represent a prototype of collabora
tion adapted to the requirements of our peoples.

122.· W~ are seeking a suitable association with the
United States~ an association in which obligations and
rights would be shared. We do not want to go on selling
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raw materials in order to import manufactured goods.
We want to use our oWn raw materials for the develop
ment of our well-being. We are sure that new and
solid ties of friendship will be established between
the great nation of the north and the nations of the

. south and that it will become easierfor Latin America
to overcome its .serious backwardness. This is a
mandate which, from beyond the tomb, is still being
sent to all us Americans of the North, South and Centre
by that far-sighted statesman, that generous and
revolutionary spirit who understood the needs of his
time and his generation, that President who a year
ago sacrificed his life to establish peace and coex-
istence between peoples and nations. '

123. At the historic crossroads at which America
finds itself, it is Chile's duty to show its profound
desire to establish an authentic and dynamic com
munity among the Latin American countries. We are
prepared to show the world-and at all times-that
we are both Chileans and Latin Americans; todo this,
however, we must be more, far-sighted in planning
our existence as cO'untries which were born together
which are linked by common CUltural traditions and
which are now afflicted by the same problems. We
do not want this affirmation of brotherhood to have
a merely lyrical echo. We in Latin America are tired
of wearisome rhetoric which has turned our brother
hood into a meaningless gesture.

124. Latin American integration must span various
aspects of our life, of which the economic aspect
requires the greatest determination and the most ur
gent attention. The new Government of Chile is pre
pared to promote, together with the other Latin
American countries, the formulae and standards
necessary to accelerate the progress of integration.
We shall discuss with Governments, at the highest
political level, the means whereby we may achieve
common planning and institutional machinery which
will translate our collective will into co-ordinated

. action. It seems that there is already identity of
Views. All that is lacking for the establishment of
joint undertakings is the political decision. This g't'eat
impulse of interpenetration must be extended to other
fields so as to embrace the efforts of the young, the
prl'oletariat, universities, technicians, artists, so that
we may know each other better and cultivate the
enormous potentialities of our young countries on a
joint basis.

125. An eloquent demonstration of the way in which
the new Government of Chile will tackle the problem
of Latin American integration is found in one of the
artioles of the draft constitutional reform which the
President of the Republic submitted a week ago to
the National Congress with a view to' modernizing
the machinery of the State and making it more dynamic.
In his opinion, the progress of regional integration,
the establishment of international trade and other
bodies, often with supranational competence, requires
that the State should be invested with powers enabling
it to contribute to the constitution of such supra
national institutions designed to promote and con
SOlidate, in conditions of reciprocitY,the integra
tion of the Latin American nations.

126. By virtue of the proposed constitutional reform,
the State of Chile shows its intention of divesting
~

itself ofapecific attributes inherent in its sovereignty
in order to implant them gradually, but resolutely,
in the supranational bodies necessary to channel and
institutionalize the latent desire of the LatinAmerican
peoples to speak with a single voice in the family
of nations. Th9se peoples want to take advantage of
the Wiseexper~ence of tlie States of the old Europe
which succeeded in wiping out national interests and
establishing a common market, despite the fact that,
as Jacqu.es Maritian wrote, referring to a thousand
years of war and hatred, they were separated by a
wealth of tears.

127. An essential prereqn,isite is that the disturbing
circumstances which prevent us from drawing more
closely together should disappear and that the pro
cess of our integration should be accomplished with
out exceptions. How can I at this point refrain from
touching on a wound which is painful and distressing
for the Latin American peoples? The new Govern
ment of Chile is greatly preoccupied with the case
of Cuba, which for the past few years has been dis
turbing relation8 in the hemisphere and undermining
our regional o:rganization. The Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the 'American, Republics have met four
times to consider the situation in the Caribbean.
Precious energies have been wasted in an exhau§ting ,
dispute but no satisfactory solution has been 'found.
On the contrary, the problem is there facing us and
it seems that the. only result of so much labour was
that a discussion which should have remained open
was closed. We feel that to transform the case of
Cuba into a blind alley or an insoluble dilemma can
only lead to frustration and defeatism, which is un
suitable in young nations with a sense of the future.

128. Our opinions differ greatly from those of the
Cuban regime; we should, however, be misrepresent
ing the truth we owe to the international community
if we were not to state that the Government of Chile
disagrees with the sanctions app~iedagainstthatcoun

try at the meetings of Foreign Ministers at Punta
del Este and Washington. My Government is ready to
collaborate in the search for formulae which will
bring Cuba back to the inter-American family and
it hopes that the Cuban Government will make an
effort in the same direction. We are helped by the
conviction that the case in question, which is dividing
brother nations, can only be settled equitably and
definitively if the principles of self-determination,
non-intervention and respect for human righ~$",which
are the, bases of inter-American coexlsteiwe ,l,',Ud of<. . . '/ "

the very Charter of the United;,Nations. ape always
borne in mind in their entirety. ii

129. This,'however, is not the onlyproblemworrying
us. We are also disquited by the continued existence
of other trouble spots and situations threatening the
peace of mind of the world community. DIvided coun
tries, the shameful Berlin Wall, South-East Asia,
the accumulation and spread of nuclear weapons. the
maintenance of rival blocs, excessive military budgets,
colonialist oppression, mockery ofthe self-determina
tion.of peoples, the trampling of human rights-all
these are so many tentacles of the octopus which i3
still trying to strangle the world. It would be neces
sary to.a-ppraise each of these evils (larefully in order
to determine its degree of danger. The worst thing
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that could happen would be for humanity to become
accustomed to living and playing with such risks as
if they were misfortunes inherent in the age in which
we live.

130. In some cases the principle of self-determination
needs to be applied more rigoronsly; in others, there
should be more decisive intervention bJT the Security
Council, or the conclusion' of agreements between the
Powers concerned, or more meaningfl\l advances on
the road to disarmament, or the elimination of mis
trust and suspicion. It is the task ofthe United Nations
to go ahead with its study and application of all pos'"
sible ways of preventing threats to peace as if it
were necessary to constitute a real science of thera
peutics to allay the fears of humanity.

i31. We take comfort, however, from the fact that
some positive factors, too, have appeared which offer
the. prospect of a better 9rganization of world peace,
parth."ularly in regard to the atomic threat. They are
minor but promising contributions:' the substantial
raductions in the production of fissionable material,
the concrete proposals submitted to the Conference
of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament
and the agreements concluded among the great Powers
to undertake scientific and technological projects
of universal benefit, as also the proposal to make
Latin America a denuclearized zone-aproposal which .
Chile sponsored from the outset. We have no desire
to manufacture, receive or acquire armaments of
destruction and death. We wish to devote all our efforts
to progress and to the sh'Uggle against inequality and
poverty.

132. We hope that the powerful opposing political
and military blocs will begin to lose their rigidity
and that later on the need for them will disappear as
the indispensable dialogue between the Powers is
intensified and contact and co-operation between them
are increased. Further encouragement for peace was
provided by the recent Cairo Conference, at which"
the non-aligned countries, seeing no need to create
a third force, which would be as dangerous as the
other two, or to take refuge in passive neutralism,
reaffirmed, in more organic form, the principle of
preventing a.I:ty breach ofthe peace and ofperseverance
in efforts to achieve better relations among States.

133. Nevertheless, amidst these favourable pros
pects, we were once again startled-by a clap of
thunder: the nuclear explosion carried out by con
tinental China. It is an auspicious sign when a nation
struggling against the backwardness of centuries
achieves the scientific advance implicit in the harness
ing .. of atomic energy. An advance, indeed, but not a
triumph, for it grieves us that such a great effort
should not be directed towards liberation or well
being but reflects a stubborn and desperate ambition
to achieve ::.;;upremacy by becoming one of the con
clave of countries which hold the atomic monolopy.

134. In continental China we a:re now confronted with
a problem of new dimensions. This nation, the most
populous on earth, seems to be ·beyond the reach of
moral law because it is outside the community of
nations and has a free hand to act as it pleases, with
out being subject to the principles and commitments
that restrict the individual 3QUon of other States.

135. The Chinese nuclear explosion may tempt other i(
countries already endowed with the scientific knowl_ c

edge and technological resources to carry out similar
experiments; in the belief that the balance of forces
in the world has changed and that they might be left
behind. Nuclear proliferation would lead us straight
to dJ-saster. While we are discussing peace here, a
spectre is taking shape in the world which is capable
not only of invalidating our exhortations but also of
threatening the very exis-tence of mankind.

136. This General Assembly· is called upon to con
sider a few matters connected with the recommenda...
tions of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development which was held at Geneva this year. It
will also have to take concrete decisions in order
to put some of the recommendations of that Confer
ence into effect.

137. Generally speaking, the developing countries
cannot feel satisfied with the results of the Geneva
Confe:r.>ence as compared with their aspirations and
the urgency of their problems. The Conference did
not produce any formal commitments on the part of
the developed countries to take immediate steps to
resolve such problems and the specific requests
of the developing countries were, in general, unheerJ.ed
or deferred.

138. The Chilean Government wishes to point out,
however, that, although the Conference did not pro
duce adequate and specific commitments, it did offi
cially initiate a process for gradually overcoming
the difficulties in the foreign trade of the deveioping
countries and there was clear, and in most cases
unanimous, acceptance by the international community
of the need to take steps to that end.

139. It may therefore be considered that there is
an undertaking of broad·scope to which the developed
countries are solemnly committed and which covers
all the main objectives which the developing countries
have been persistently purSUing. It is an undertaking
to give our basic export products greater acces~ to
markets and at the same time to work t.owards the
stabilization and improvement of commodity prices;
to encourage diversification of trade by means of
increased exports of manufactures and semi-manu
factures; to systematize the characteristics of ex
ternal financial aid; to improve the conditions of
invisible trade; and in regard to many other objectives
the developed countries recognized the need for col
lective action, accepted the broad lines of such action
and undertook to work out practical rules of applica
tion. This multilateral undertaking, for the effective
implementation of which we in the developingcoun
tries must be prepared to wage a constant struggle,
is obviously a valuable achievement which puts us
on the right road to· the future.

140. We are convinced that little by little the inter
national community will find practical means of satis
fying the legitimate aspirations of the developing
countries. What we need for that, however, is a world
body, endowed with an independent secretariat, to
start funCtiOning. a.,.s soo.n as possible with the speCifiC.J
task of promoting definite solutions for the trade
and development problems of the non-industrialized
countries and with sufficient authority to take the
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necessary decisions to that end. Without such a body,
the possibility of converting the general undertaking
that emerged from the. Geneva Conference into an
effective set of lines of action will be much more
remote. It is for that reason that the Chilean delega
tion considers it of crucial importance that the insti
tutional machinery u.nanimously recommended by the
Geneva Conference should be put into operation. It
is through the action of the proposed world body that
the process already initiated can and should go forward.

141. We wish to reaffirm in the most forthright
terms Chile's anti-eolonialist position. We hope that
swift action will hasten the process of total liberation
of colonialpeoples ,in accordance withGeneralAssem
bly :resclution 1514 (XV). In the Special Committee
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, Chile has supported
all constructive and harmonious efforts to strengthen
the ability of the United Nations to help peoples to
attain independence.

142. At the sa,me time we trust that the application
of the principle of self-determinatipn will not lead
to deceptive solutions which, while appearing to be
beneficial, may throw the peoples which attain indepen
dence headlong into anarchy andpoverty. Final victory
over colonialism will be consolidated onlywhen libera
tion leads to the economic and social well-1'eing of
peoples hitherto held back under colonial rule and
when they are free from foreign interference or
intervention.

143. Without infringing any of the principles of reso
lution 1514 (XV), we consider that the United Nations
should ensure that smaH territories with scanty popu
lations and meagre resources are not abandoned to
their fate and allowed to drift when they relinquish
their colonial status•. Again, independence should not
be granted as a result of the application of self
determination to groups of settlers who are nationals
of the colonial Powers, nor should it be proclaimed
by racial minorities who wish to perpetuate their
privileges by continued oppression of the majority
of the people of the territory. Furthermore, artificial
countries sh~',111d not be created out of the dismem
berment of other countries. Let us show our support
and sympathy for all those peoples whO are still under
colonial Tule and whose aspirations to freedom we
fully share.

144. It is discouraging to see that there are still
places in the world where racial discrimination is
practised, either in the usual ways or in the form of
apartheid, a heinous doctrine that is contrary to all
moral principles. Year after year from this rostrum
we denounce such practices, which not only do physical
and spiritual harm to millions of people but endanger
world peace~ We see minorities backed by force and
defiant to the last, gambling with their fate as they
sow the seeds of hatred and resentment and refusing
to be convinced that the only reasonable solution is
to grant all men equal rights and opportunities. Let

, us hope that. besides moral condemnation, this General
Assembly will devise practical formulas which will
bring relief to the victims of discrimination and a
procedure to prevent the continued application of a

1IItrn__---....~_~_.__".._"._ ..~,., ....'".. ,..",. .... '"....

racial policy repudiated by men of intelligence and
culture.

145. My Government attaches particular importance
to the promotion of human rights in the world. Accord
ing to our ideology, basic reforms of Our economic
and social system go hanq in hand with a proper
appreciation of the attributes of the human person.
It is not possible to think of progress founded ,on the
enslavement of individuals, or of ail abstract freedom
resting on backwardness and poverty.

146. In this connexion we must pay particular atten
tion to the elimination ofdiscrimination against women.
This question is very topical for Chile, because the
Government's programmes include the granting of
greater rights and opportunities to women so that
they may have a worthy part to play in association
with men in raising the standards of the material
and spiritual life of our nation. The women of my
country, suffering privations andhardships, have given
an example of sincerity, fervour and steadfastness
and are firmly committed to the drive for national
renewal in Chile. From this world rostrum and on
behalf of my Government, I pay them a warm tribute
of admiration.

147. The United Nations is at present particularly
concerned with the study of the principles of friendly
relations and co-operation among States, a subject
which is in line with the concept of peaceful coex
istence. This is one of the most positive ideas to have
emerged in recent times and it is intended to have
political, moral and juridical value and to provide
a rational basis for a stable and fruitful peace.

148. It is no longer possible for countries to become
dangerous rivals simply because they uphold different
political, religious or ethical views. No one wishes
for world-wide uniformity in the various aspects of
social or cultural organization. Surely it is better
for the human spirit that ideas and institutions should
flourish with perpetual dynamism, provided that they
do not seek expansion with aggressive intent or for
political domination. In times like the present, fraught
with danger, it is important for the future of mankind
that countries should not find in differences of rtJgime
sufficient grounds for hostility or hatred, or ft>J:taking
up entrenched positions or retreating into aloofness.

149. Peaceful co-existence requires an active, not ~.

passive, outlook. The countries which took part in the
recent Cairo Conference were right when they affirmed
that coexistence presupposed existence. There are
countries which have a powerful and radiant existence.
There are others which barely manage to exist and
merely vegetate in the saicl gloom of underdevelop
ment. Coexistence will be effective when it becomes
a collective driving force assisting every country
to achieve progress and the full development of its
personality•

150. Peaceful coexistence rests on such principles
as the sovereign equality of States, self-determina
tion, non-interference in the internai Or external
affairs of States, respect for territorial integrity
and political independence, and the pacific settlement
of disputes. The codification of these principles would
be very.useful in preventingfriction between countries.
No one need be dismayed by the difficulty of arriving
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at a definition of these principles so that abstrac
tions may be translated into legal terms of universal
llalidity. We cannot allow ourselves to be frightened
by tJ;te difficulties encountered thus far. On the con
trary, it is our duty to establish a firm legal basis
for peace.

151. I should like now, to echo some of the words in
the message that Eduardo Frei, the new President of
Chile, addressed to the peoples of the world on the
day that he took office, after a long but exemplary
electoral struggle.

152. On behalf of Chile, I have the honour this after
noon to greet the representatives of the sister nations
of Latin America, which have no desire to live accord
ing to outworn legal and diplomatic formulas or to
go on being the dWindling chorus of the great Powers.
I am honoured to greet the representatives of the
United States, a friendly nation with which we seek
a genuine association in worthy equality and a genuine
alliance enabling us to achieve progress in freedom.
I am honoured to greet the representatives of the
peoples of ancient Europe whose presence, images
and ideas have impregnated our minds and which
are now showing us the miracle of their spectacular
recovery and their extraordinary rejuvenation after
thousands of years of antagonism. I am honoured to
greet the representatives of the peoples of Africa
and Asia which, like us, are striving to ensure that
justice, in whose name we have been fighting for
the distribution of wealth in every country, shall pre
vail in international relations. I am honoured to greet
this afternoon the representatives of the socialist
countries, with which, despite the profound ideological
differenceG separating us, we desire to live in peace
and friendship. ! am honoured to greet, on behalf of
President ]'rei, all the representatives gathered here
and Ioffer them the Chilean Government's co-operation
in the great work of justice and peace laid upon us
by the Charter.

153. The people ofChile look with hope to this General
Assembly. We are sure that the soul of the United
Nations is to be found in the peoples who trustingly
await our decisions and our guidance. If we can make
our voices echo them and if we are capable of repre
senting the poverty and the aspirations of the com
mon man in our countries, our words will carry greater
weight and whatever we accomplish will be more
effective. May God enlighten our debates!

Statement by the President

154. The PRESIDENT: Before I call on speakers who
wish to exercise their right of reply, I have a short
statement to make.

155. A large number of delegations have expressed
the wish that the Assembly may consider sending a
message of good wishes to our Secretary-General
U Thant. I understand there is agreement among the
various groups. Therefore, I have undertaken to pre
pare the following draft letter which I shall sign and
send to U Thant in the hospital:

"I have been asked to send you, on behalf of all
delegations to the nineteenth session of the General
Assembly, our combined goodwishes for your speedy
recovery from your recent illness.

"We all hope you will soon be able to take your
place in our midst so that we may be able to avail
ourselves of your friendly help and wise counsel."

I am sure there is no objection to my sending this
message to U Thant.

ITEM 9 OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

General debate (continued)

156. The PRESIDENT: I now c~l on the representa
tive of the United Kingdom in ~xercise of his ·right
of reply.

157. Mr. KING (United Kingdom): My delegation
listened attentively to the eloquent speech of the
Foreign Minister of Venezuela. We warmly welcome
the friendship and cordiality with which he spoke.
But since he has' thought it necessary to refer to
British GUiana, I have to reply of behalf of my
Government.

158. The Foreign Minister referred to the 1963
Agreement for an exchange and examination of docu
ments. As the Foreign Minister explained, the pro
cess of jointly examining the relevant documents is
not yet complete. The Venezuelan Government has
not seen the reports of the British and British Guiana
experts, and the United Kingdom and British Guiana
Governments have not yet seen the reports of Vene
zuelan experts. I have to repeat that in the opinion
of the United Kingdom Government the question of
the frontier was fully and finally settled and closed
by the arbitral award of 1899, and that remains my
Government's view.

159. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representa
tive of 1:urkey in the exercise of his right of reply.

160. Mr.' ERALP (Turkey): My delegation had not
intended to take the floor at this stage of the debate,
but certain remarks in the statement made by the
Foreign Minister of Greece this afternoon have made
it imperative for me to say a few words for the record
in accordance with the right of reply.

161. In the first place the Foreign Minister of Greece
made a direct reference to a burning question which
will engage the close attention of the various organs
of the United Nations in the weeks to come, nameiy
the question of Cyprus. It is included in the pro
visional agenda ofthe General Assembly. Many aspects
of it are to be taken up next week at a meeting of
the Security Council. In other words, the parties to
the dispute will have ample opportunities to air their
real or imaginary grievances.

162. It would seem, therefore, that this was hardly
the place or the time to indulge in the usual recrimina
tions, false allegations and misrepresentations. These
allegations will be fully dealt with instatemefits
which my delegation will make before the appropriate
organs of the United Nationn.

163. For the time being I shall, if I may, merely
say that when the time comes we shall prove that the
Organization is faced with an attempt to exploit the
lofty principles of self-determination, independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity-principles to
which many of us owe our membership in this Organi
zation. An attempt is being made, I say, to use these
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principles for the furtherance of colonialist and ex
pansionist aims which we all abhor. Furthermore,
an attempt is being made to use the General Assembly
of the United Nations as a screen behind which solemn
international obligations may be violated with impunity.
Finally, an attempt is being made to use the General
Assembly as an instrument in putting an end to the
hard-earned independence of one of its Members so
that it may be annexed by a neighbouring country.

·164. So much for the moment on Cyprus. As for the
acrimonious reference of the Foreign Minister of
Greece to what he termed the vindictive policy against
the Greeks living in Turkey, there again, when the
time comes, my delegation will furnish the Assembly
with a full and true account. At this stage I would
merely like to set the record straight by saying that
the Assembly has been presented with an entirely
disto.l:ted picture of the situation.

165. The Turkish citizens of Greek origin living in
Turkey enjoy to the fullest extent the rights of citizen
ship without any discrimination whatsoever, under
full protection of the l::i.w. On the other hand, the
Greek citizens in Istanbul, being alien citizens, now
enjoy precisely the same status and· eqUitable treat
ment accorded to the citizens of any other country.

166. This much for the record. My delegation reserves
its rights at the appropriate time to refute in full
the unfounded allegations which have been made before
the Assembly this afternoon.

167. The PRESIDENT: In the exercise of his right
of reply, I now call on the representative of Greece.

168. Mr. CC3TOPOULOS (Greece) (translated from
French): The representative of Turkey has deemed
it necessary to reply to certain parts of my state
ment dealing with the question of Cyprus. I shall not
allow myself to be drawn into a discussion on CriJrus
during the general debate, especially since, as 1 have
stated, we do not consider the Cyprus question to be

Litho in U.N.....

a Graeco-Turkish question or a question involving
a conflict between Greece and Turkey. I therefore
reserve the. right to reply at the appropriate time
to the. possibly gratuitous assertions and accusations
against my country made by the representative of
Turkey. For the time being, I shall limit myself to
recalling the formal statement I made just now, namely,
that Greece supported the Cypriots in.their struggle
for complete independence and their right to decide
their future freely and declares itself prepared to
respect their wishes. This is a statement which we
have never heard from the Turkish delegation and
which we shall perhaps never hear.

169. That is all I have to say for the moment.

170. The PRESIDENT: In the exercise of his right
of reply, I give the floor to the representative of
Cyprus.

171. Mr. KYPRIANOU (Cyprus): In the exercise ofmy
right of reply, I wish only to state that the problem
of Cyprus concerns the people of Cyprus, and the
people of Cyprus are entitled to full sovereignty, full
independence, territorial integrity and their right of
self-determination. .

172. Before stepping down from the rostrum, although
perhaps it is not the right time for me to do so, I
wish to congratUlate you, Mr. PreSident, On ~'our

election as President of the General Assembly. Inyou
we see a person representing Africa where the spirit
of freedom has gained ground and now prevails.

173. It is in this spirit of freedom that we have come
to the General Assembly and raised the question of
Cyprus which, I agree with the previous speakers,
we shall have ample time to discuss when the appro
priate opportunity arises in thIS course of the coming
weeks.

The meeting rose at 6.:JO p.m.
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