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S. The unification of Korea is first and foremost a matter
for the Korean people themselves. All attempts, under
whatever guise or flag-including the flag of the United
Nations-to interfere with the exercise of the sovereign
right of the Korem nation to settle its own destiny will
always be foredoomed to failure. We must take into
account the views of the Koreans-the Korean people itself.
The Governmeht of that sovereign socialist State, the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the true exponent
of the interests and aspirations of the Korean people, has
repeatedly stressed the inadmissibility of interference in the
unification of Korea by outside forces, including the United
Nations.

6. Moreover, as a result of the policy forced on the United
Nations by certain countries headed by the United States,
the Organization, which every year includes in its agenda
the question of the unification of Korea, fmds itself in a
highly dubious moral position, since its flag is used as a
cover for the occupation of South Korea and for provoca
tive attacks against the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea.

7. All the activity of the notorious United Nations
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of
Korea shows that it is not an organ possessing the right or
competence to concern itself with the Korean problem. It
occupies a tendentious and hostile position towards the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, distorting this
country's peace-loving policy and servicing the purposes of

Tuesday, 11 November 1969,
at 3 p.m.

NEW YORK

iabcj'lu
PLENARY MEETING

"Nothing contained in the present Charter shall author
ize the United Nations to intervene in matters which are
essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or
shall r",quire the Members to submit such matters to
settle'· ient under the present Charter."

Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation
of Korea"-has been wrong, illegal and against the interests
of the Korean people. It is wrong because it is directed not
to the unification of Korea but to the perpetuation of the
existing situation in that unhappy country-the object
being to provide a pretext for continued interference in the
internal affairs of the Korean people and for c0ntinued
occupation of the southern part of the country by Upjted
States' . ops. This is quite clear from a study of the
r~solutio!ls adopted on this subject from year to year. The
reason is that in this matter the United Nations has become
a victim of the imperialist policy of a group of countries
headed by the United States of America and pursuing their
own narrow interests in the Far East, and also that the
United Nations has allowed itself to be drawn into illegal
acts against the Korean people in contravention of the
Charter. Everyone knows that Article 2, paragraph 7, of the
Charter reads as follows:

1 A/pV.l808
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3. The consideration tlnd positive solution of this problem
would be a substantial contribution by the United Nations
to the establishment of favourable conditions for the
unification of the temporarily divided territory of Korea.

Adoption of the agenda (continued)*
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4. What the United Nations has been doing so far
-discussing every year the question of the unification of
Korea on the basis of reports of the so-called "United

President: Miss A:lgie E. BROOKS (Liberia).
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2. Mr. MENDELEVICH (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics) (translated from Russian): The socialist and Afro-Asian
countries have proposed the inclusion in the General
Assembly's agenda of a new item entitled: ''Need to put an
end to the discussion in the United Nations on the
unification of Korea". [A/7658 and Corr.I.] This is an
important and urgent matter and to make it a separate and
independent item would be most desirable, so that it could
be studied with the closest attention in all its aspects.

Tribute to the memory of Sir David Rose, Governor-General
of Guyana ' ,'.'...... 10

FIFTH REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
(A/7700/ADD.4)

1. The PRESIDENT: In its fifth report [A/7700/AddA]
the General Committee recommends that an additional
item entitled "Need to put an er;.d to the discussion in the
United Nations on the unification of Korea" should be
included in the agenda of the twenty-fourth session. It
fu•. er recommends that the item should be included as
subiterr. (d) of item 99, entitled "Question of Korea", that
it should be allocated to the First Committee, and that it
should be discussed by that Committee in the course of its
consideration of the other subitems of item 99.
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the "cold war". Discussion of that Commission's repc.1s
would run counter to the interests of the Korean people, as
is clearly confirmed by what happened in the First
Committee of the General Assembly during the present
session. The First Committee was compelled yet again to
consider an absolutely illegal, discriminatory draft resolu
tion to deny representatives of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea-a directly interested party-the right to
participate in the discussion of questions pertaining to
Korea. What positive role did the United Nations play in
this case? None: the Organization's role was purely
negative and merely complicated the situation in the Far
East.

8. In the General Committee [1 85th meeting] the Soviet
delegation voted against a proposal that a new item entitled
''Need to put an end to the discussion in the United
Nations on the unification of Korea" should be included in
the General Assembly's agenda as subitem (d) of item 99,
which bears the over-all title "Question of Korea" and has
been referred to the First Committee.

9. The proposal to consider this item in conjunction with
others pertaining to Korea is nothing more than a manoeu
vre by the delegations of those countries which are
collectively responsible for rn.aita!"y interference in the
affairs of the Korean people and for the 20-year division of
Korea. Their aim is to prevent consideration of this new
agenda item, and so prevent, as before, the Korean people
from achieving the unification of their :country through
their own efforts. The new item is a completely separate
question and should therefore be considered separately and
independently. This is important because we are dealing
with a problem which affects the vital interests of the entire
Korean people, who for 20 years now have been deprived
of any opportunity to determine their own future, unify
their country and free themselves from foreign occupation.

10. If the States Members of the Organization really want
to help the Korean people to fmd a peaceful and just
solution to the Korean problem, then the United Nations
can play a positive role here, not a negative one. For that
purpose, however, the United Nations must discard the old
bankrupt approach and seek new paths to a solution of this
problem. Such a path is offered in the proposals submitted
at this session of the General Assembly by the socialist and
numerous Afro-Asian countries for the withdrawal of all
foreign forces from South Korea [A/7642 and Add.1-5] ,
for the dissolution of the United Nations Commission for
the Unifictl't .on and Rehabilitation of Korea [A/7632 and
Add.I-3J, and on the need to put an end to the discussion
in the United Nations on the unification of Korea [A/7658
and CO".1] , this being a matter solely for the Korean
people.

11. The United Nations would make a major contribution
to peace and international security if at the present session
it decided to put an end to the discussion on the unification
of Korea. That is a matter which is ripe for solution.

12. In view of what has been said, the Soviet delegation
would like to state that on the whole it supports the report
of the General ColJUl?ittee, which decided to recommend
that the' General AS3embly include a new item entitled
''Need to put an end to the discussion in the United

Nations on the unification of Korea" in the agenda of its
twenty-fourth session, and also recommended that that
question should be referred to the First Committee
[A/7700/Add.4] .

13. At the same time we do not approve, and indeed voted
against, the General Committee's decision that the item to
which I have just referred should become subitem (d) of
agenda item 99, entitled "Question of Korea", and that this
subitem (d) should be considered by this Committee
together with other subitems of item 99. That part of the
General Committee's recommendations does not meet with
our delegation's approval, and we believe that the agenda
item ''Need to put an end to the discussion in the United
Nations on the unification of Korea" should be considered
by the First Committee as a separate and independent
question.

14. The PRESIDENT: I shall first put to the vote the
recommendation of the General Committee that the item
entitled ''Need to put an end to the discussion in the
United Nations on the unification of Korea" should be
included in the agenda of the twenty-fourth session.
Secondly, I shall put to the vote the I:~commendation of
the General Committee that that item should become
subitem (d) of agenda item 99, that it should be allocated
to the First Committee and that the First Committee
should consider it in the course of its consideration of the
other subitems of agenda item 99.

15. The Assembly will first vote on the General Commit
tee's recommendation that the item ''Need to put an end to
the discussion in the United Nations on the unification of
Korea" should be included in the agenda.

The recommendation was adopted by 49 votes t.) j 3,
with 44 abstentions.

16. The PRESIDENT: We shall now proceed to vote on
the recommendation of "Le General Committee that the
item should become subitem (d) of agenda item 99, that it
should be allocated to the First Committee and that it
should be considered with the other subitems of agenda
item 99.

17. I call on the representative of the Soviet Union on a
point of order.

18. Mr. MENDELEVICH (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): Madam President, I
apologize for interrupting you just as you were proceeding
to a vote on the next matter, but, on behalf of the Soviet
delegation, I would like to request separate votes, first on
the question of aiiocating the item to the First Committee,
and secondly on the tr.....smission of this item as sub
item (d).

19. We have already provided explanations this morning in
the General Committee [185th meeting], and our delega
tion supports the proposal that this agenda item be
discussed in the First Committee. That is clear. However,
we do not agree that this subject should be discussed in the
First Committee as subitem (d) of agenda item 99. We, and
perhaps other delegations too, would like a separate vote on
whether this itf"111 is to be allocated to the First Committee.
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''The question of the admission of mainland China, if
indeed it wishes to form part of the Organization, cannot
continue indefinitely to be treated as a procedural
question involving a decision as to ~hether it is one of the
so-called important questions requiring a two-thirds ma
jority or whether it is a simple matter of credentials. What
is at stake are the general intere~ts of peace, respect for
the right of free determination of the people of Taiwan,
whom the Organization could hardly exclude, and a
number of other questions relating to a general settlement
of disputes on the continent of Asia~' [1768th meeting,
para. 34J.

29. Therefore in voting in favour of the draft resolution
on the "important question" [A/L.567 and Add.1-5Jt my
delegation considers it necessary to express its belief that
the Charter should ;;ontain elements on which the inter
national community could rely in situations of this charac
ter. Otherwise, the fundamental lack of a legal rule will
eventually stultify the development of a society of nations
which should normally tend towards universality. The law
should be a channel for the flow of the history of the
United Nations, not in any way a dam that blocks the way
to the attainment ,)f its basic objectives.

30. Thirdly, the right to self-determination of the inhab
itants of Formosa can never be ignored or forgotten in the
solution that we eventually adopt. It would be contra
dictory if the defence of the principle of universalitY were
to lead us to exclude a genuine State which has fulfilled its

28. Clearly, my delegation, like that of any other country,
is convinced that this is an important question-indeed, one
of the most important on the international plane. This
corsiction is universal and does not rest in any way on
national tendencie::: or views. But as a result of repeated use,
the procedural formula of "an important question" has
become a mere excuse for postponing a fmal solution to
this problem. In a sense, the United Nations is declaring
itself incapable of tackling the problem, and nothing would
be more fatal to the Organization than a display of
ineffectiveness and impotence. Far from advancing gradu
ally towards universality in the United Nations, States
wishing to enter into relations with mainland China resort
to bilateral links, with the ensuing ambivalence between
their status as Members of the Organization and their status
as independent States. The fmal result, when these coun
tries become a majority in the United Nations, will
inevitably be a refusal to recognize the self-determination
of Taiwan.

27. Those words indicate my country's position on this
matter, which I would sum up as follows: first, the
Colombian delegation stresses that the United Nations
should be open to all States that desire to form part of it
and express their willingness to abide by the principles set
forth in the Charter; secondly, we consider it inappropriate
and unrealistic to continue each year to use a procedural
device to defer a solution of the serious problem of the
admission of the People's Republic of .China to the United
Nations.

Mr. Akwei (Ghana), Vice-President, took the Chair.

25. - Mr. VALLEJO (Colombia) (translated from Spanish):
Before I explain Colombia's position on the two draft
resolutions before the Assembly concerning the representa
tion of the Chinese people in the United Nations, may I
express the condolences of my delegation and of my
country to the people of Guyana on the death of their
Governor-General.

AGENDA ITEM 101

24. The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those represen
tatives who wish to explain their vote.

It was so decided.

Restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Republic
of China in the United Nations (concluded)

The recommendation was adopted by 60 votes to 23,
with 28 abstentions.

Organization ofwork

22. The PRESIDENT: I shall now put to the Assembly the
General Committee's recommendation that the item should
become subitem (d) of agenda item 99, which is the
"Question of Korea", and that it should be discussed along
with the other subitems of agenda item 99.

23. The PRESIDENT: Before turning to the next item I
should like to draw the Assembly's attention to a new
practice which I hope will assist delegations in the
organization of their work. The tentative schedule of
plenary meetings is given in today's Journal. This consists
of agenda items, the discussion of which has been set for
certain dates. However, the reports of Main Committees
will be considered in plenary as soon as they become
available. It is my intention to have that tentative schedule
appear in the Journal every Monday. May I now request
representatives who wish to speak on any of the items
already scheduled to inscribe their names on the speakers'
list and those who wish to submit draft resolutions to
please do so as soon as possible? That would facilitate our
work.

21. The PRESIDENT: In the General Coinmittee ttere
was no objection to the item being allocated to the First
Committee. Therefore, if I hear no objection I shall take it
that that is the wish of the General Assembly.

20. To sum up, it is for you, Madam President, to decide
either to take two votes or, if all agree and there is a
consensus on allocating this item to the First Committee,
then perhaps a vote would be unnecessary and a vote of the
general consensus would be sufficient. We should then,
perhaps, vote only on the form in which this matter is to be
transmitted to the First Committee.

If no vote is required on this point and there is general 26. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia spoke as
agreement that the First Committee sli()uld discuss this follows in the General Assembly on 26 September of this
particular matter, then let us vote on the transmission of year:
this subject as subitem (d).
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obligations in the Organization and is providing valuable In the case of China the sovereign will of the Chinese
technical and economic co-operation to United Nations people is expressed, beyond all doubt, by the Government
bodies and to several Member States. Consequently draft of the People's Republic of China, which for 20 years has
resolution A/L.569, submitted by Albania and other led the great Chinese people along the road of economic
countries, is fundamentally at variance with the criterion of and social development and progress.
universality. We shall therefore vote against it.

31. It was for these reasons that my delegation refrained
from co-sponsoring the draft resolution treating the admis
sion of the People's Republic of China to the United
Nations as an "important question". We believe that a new
and different solution is called for here, as also for many
problems which today fall outside the present scope and
limits of the Charter. In accordance with the criterion
expressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia in
the speech which I have just quoted, the reform of the
Charter should be the aim of those who want our
association to be truly universal and to be guided by rules
which are not only morally and legally valid, but also
practical, viable and equitable. .

32. Mr. DIACONESCU (Romania) (translated from
French): It was with great sorrow that we learned of the
tragic death of His Excellency the Governor-General of
Guyana. In the name of the Romanian Socialist Republic,
we request the delegation of Guyana to convey our sincere
condolences to its Government.

33. On behalf of the Romanian delegation, I should now
like to make a few comments on draft resolution A/L.567
and Add.l-5, under which the restoration of the lawful
rights of the People's Republic of China in the United
Nations would be included among those questions for
whose solution a two-thirds majority is required under the
Charter. Together with many other delegations, we believe
that draft resolution to have no basis in any provision of
the Charter, or in the doctrine or practice of present-day
international relations.

34. As we pointed out during the general debate on this
subject, the sole task of the General Assembly, when
considering the question of the restoration of the lawful
rights of the People's Republic of China in the United
Nations, is to indicate, in conformity with the Charter and
the facts of the case, which Government is entitled to
represent China in the United Nations-China which is one
and indivisible, a founding Member of this Organization, a
permanent member of the Security Council and one of the
five nuclear Powers in the world of today.

35. Clearly, normal legal relations can only prevail be
tween the United Nations and its Members if the latter are
fully empowered to represent their States in the Organiza
tion. Membership in the United Nations creates for every
Member State rights and obligations whose exercise can be
guaranteed only by the Government effectively wielding
authority in the State concerned. Furthermore, member
ship confers on each State Member of the Organization
certain responsibilities which likewise cannot be discharged
on behalf of that State by any but the Government holding
real power in the country.

36. From the legal standpoint, therefore, a State Member
of the Organization can be represented in it only by the
Government that exercises effective authority in that State.

37. In this connexion I should like to recall a memoran
dum by Mr. Trygve Lie, the former Secretary-General, on
the legal aspects of the problems posed by representation in
the United Nations. That memorandum contained the
following statement:

"Where a revolutionary government presents itself as
representing a State, in rivalry to an existing government,
the question at issue should be which of these two
governments in fact is in a position to employ the
resources and direct the people of the State in fulfilment
of the obligations of membership. In essence, this means
an enquiry as to whether the new government exercises
effective authority within the territory of the State and is
habitually obeyed by the bulk of the population."

The memorandum went on to state:

''If so, it would seem to be appropriate for the United
Nations organs, through their collective action, to accord
it the right to represent the State in the Organization,
even though individual Members of the Organization
refuse, and may continue to refuse, to accord it recogni
tion as the lawful government for reasons which are valid
under their national policies."I

38. Moreover, that principle-that each Member State
should be represented by a Government having the genuine
capaaity to act on its behalf-has been applied in all the
many cases of a change of government and regime that have
occurred during the 24 years of existence of the United
Nations, save in the single case of China.

39.. All questions that have arisen in the past in the
application of this principle, again with the sole exception
of the representation of China, have been resolved through
the normal procedure of verification of credentials and by
simple majority.

40. A study of the history of the debates on the
representation of China in the United Nations shows that
certain States which today actively maintain that this
problem should be settled by a two-thirds majority, have
not always been of that opinion.

41. We all clearly recall that in January 1950, the Security
Council had before it a draft resolution in which it was
called upon to decide not to recognize the credentials of
the representative of Chiang Kai-shek, and to exclude him
from the Security Counci1.2 Explaining his country's
negative vote on that proposal, the United States represen
tative in the Security Council pointed out that the draft
resolution before the Council:

"... presents to the Council a procedural question
involving the credentials of a representative of a member.

1 See Official Records of the Security Council, Fifth Year,
Supplement for 1 January through 31 May 1950, document 8/1466,
pp. 22 and 23.

2 Ibid., Fifth year, 459th meeting, p. 3.
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Accordingly, a vote against the motion by my Govern
ment could not be considered as a veto, even assuming
that seven members of the Council vote in favour of the
rcsolution."3

42. In accordance with Article 27 of the Charter, the veto
does not apply to decisions of the Security Council on
procedural matters, for which, as laid down in the Charter,
a simple majority of the members of the Council su;ii~es.

If, at that time, the representation of China had been
regarded as an important question within the meaning of
Article 18 of the Charter--as is claimed in draft resolution
A/L.567 and Add.1-5-it would inevitably have been
subject to the veto.

43. Furthermore, the theory of the two-thirds majority
that is allegedly required for a decision on the question now
before us was not advanced until much later, in 1961, when
the prospect became imminent of the lawful rights of the
People's Republic of China being restored as a result of a
majority vote in the General Assembly.

44. In our view, to press for a two-thirds majority for the
purpose of deciding which Government should represent
China in the United Nations is tantamount to perpetuating
an injustice against the Chinese State. This serves a
unilateral policy that has nothing to do with the real
interests of this Organization and tends to postpone the
inevitable moment when the true representatives of the
Chinese people will be seated amongst us. It goes without
saying that such an attitude is highly prejudicial to the
authority and effectiveness of the United Nations.

45. For the reasons that I have just set forth, the
Romanian delegation will vote against draft resolution
A/L.567 and Add.1-5.

46. U AUNG MYAT KYAW (Burma): My delegation
would like to associate itself first of all with the condol
ences extended to Guyana on the loss of a great leader.

47. Regarding the item before us, my delegation has not
participated in the general debate on it because our attitude
on the question of the representation of China has been
spelled out clearly on numerous occasions in the past, and
only recently the Foreign Minister of Burma [1766th
meeting] pointed out that the effectiveness of the United
Nations as an instrument of international peace could be
enhanced and the good will and co-operation of all nations
better assured if there could be universality of membership,
and that it was regrettable that the People's Republic of
China, the world's most populous nation, continued to be
excluded from its rightful seat among the membership of
the United Nations. The delegation of Burma wishes to
reiterate its view that discussions of world problems would
be more realistic if the People's Republic of China were to
be a party to them as a Member of the United Nations, and
that it is time for the General Assembly to restore the
People's Republic of China to its rightful seat in the United
Nations.

48. Of the two draft resolutions before the General
Assembly, the 18-Power draft resolution [A/L.567 and
Add.l-5] seeks to' affirm again that "any proposal to

3 Ibid., 460th meeting, p. 6.

change the representation of China is an important ques
tion" and thus would require a two·thirds majority under
the terms of Article 18 of the Charter. The 17-Power draft
resolution [A/L.569] seeks to restore the lawful rights of
the People's Republic of China and to recognize the
representatives of its Government as the only lawful
representatives of China to the Uni~ed Nations.

49. In the view of the delegation of Burma the question
under discussion is not whether ·,to admit or not to admit
China to membership of the United Nations. There is no
dispute that China is a founding Member of the United
Nations and a permanent member of the Security Council.
The question therefore is: who is entitled to occupy China's
seat in the United Nations? The answer to that obviously is
only that Government which is in a position to employ the
resources and direct the people of the State in fulfilment of
the obligations of membership. The issue involved, there
fore, is a simple question of credentials and my delegation,
which has consistently supported every move to seat the
representatives of the Government of the People's Republic
of China in the United Nations, will vote in favour of draft
resolution A/L.569 and will vote against draft resolution
A/L .567 and Add.1-5.

50. Mr. EL BOURI (Libya) (translated from French): It
was with consternation and grief that we learned the tragic
news of the death of the Governor-General of Guyana. On
behalf of my delegation, I should like to express our most
sincere sympathy to the delegation of Guyana.

51. Libya, which I have the honour of representing here,
cannot forget that it owes its existence as a member of the
international community to a General Assembly decision
[resolution 995 (X)j, taken in strict conformity with the
fundamental principles governing the Organization. It is
therefore logical and normal for Libya to adht:re faithfully
to the principles of the Charter whenever its deregation has
to speak on a question before the General Assembly. This
imperative will guide us as we vote in favour of the
admission of the People's Republic of China to the United
Nations. The principle of universality is one of the
keystones of the Charter which was signed at San Francisco
and which categorically condemns and rejects all forms of
discrimination. Apart from the legal arguments, there are
also arguments of fact. The international community which
we claim to represent here cannot indefmitely dispense
with the participation of a State whose population repre
sents one quarter of the human race and is, moreover, one
of the world's greatest military Powers and the third atomic
and thermonuclear Power of our time. All our efforts, in
the 24 years of existence of the United Nations, to establish
or maintain peace, to promote international co-operation
on a world-wide basis or to bring about general and
world-wide disarmament, have been foredoomed to miser
able failure, since due account could not be taken of the
views and interests of that one quarter of mankind, for
whose welfare we are supposed to be working.

52. This same attachment to the principles of the Charter
creates difficulties for us whenever we seek ways and means
of extricating the Organization from the impasse in which it
has been trapped for several years. Thus it is not without
some hesitation that my delegation will vote in favour of
draft resolution A/L.569, which, in the second part of the
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59. Taiwan is a Chinese province that has been militarily
occupied by the United States of America since its
aggression against that Chinese territory in 1950. Regardless
of the ruses to which the United States aggressors may
resort-including the maintenance on that island, under the
protection of their bayonets, of the same Chiang Kai-shek
clique that was rejected and is hated by the Chinese
people-Taiwan was and still is an integral part of China.
This is recognized historically and is furthermore borne out
by recent documents signed by two Presidents of the
United States. The Chinese people will certainly expel the
American aggressors from that part of its national soil.

60. What the 17 countries sponsoring draft resolution
A/L.569 are requesting the Assembly to do is, therefore, to
restore the lawful rights in the Organization of a Member
State-the People's Republic of China-rights of which it
has so far been arbitrarily deprived under the diktat of the
United States of America. Hence, in this case, it is a
question of recognizing the true representatives of China,
namely, the representatives of the Government of the
People's Republic of China, which is the only Government
entitled, and possessing all the necessary attributes, to
represent China in the United Nations and in all inter
national bodies. Therefore this is a simple matter of
representation and verification of credentials and, as such,
to be settled by a decision of the General Assembly
adopted by a majority of Members present and voting.

61. To apply to this question the two-thirds majority
principle, as laid down in Article 18, paragraph 2, of the
Charter, would be a gross violation of the provisions of that
paragraph, for the paragraph defines, in a limitative manner,
the three questions relating to membership-admission,
suspension of rights, and expulsion-which must be settled
by a two-thirds majority in the Assembly. The recognition
of the representatives of a Member State is not included in
any of those three cases. That is perfectly logical and
natural, since the issue is a mere question of credentials.
The required majority is therefore a majority of Members
present and voting.

62. As regards Article 18, paragraph 3, we have shown in
the past that it cannot be invoked in the matter we are
discussing, for it refers to the determination of additional
categories of questions, not to new cases.

58. For this is not a question of the admission of a new
Member or the expulsion of an existing Member. China has
been and remains a Member of the United Nations. It is one
of its founding Members and, moreover, a permanent
member of the Security Council. No one can raise any
doubts on that score. There is only one China, one and
indivisible. So it was in the past, and so it will always
remain in the future. There are not two Chinese States;
there is only one and that is the People's Republic of China.
It is the latter Chinese State, and it alone, which is a
Member of the Organization; there is no other. If the

57. That is an eloquent commentary on the bizarre way in
which the United States Government is attempting to
present the question of the restoration of the rights of
China in the United Nations. But the artifice is very poorly
disguised: it will mislead no one and cannot be accepted by
those Member States that are sincerely attached to the
Organization and seriously respect the Charter.

" ... the admission of new Members to the United
Nations, the suspension of the rights and privileges of
membership, the expulsion of Members ..." [ibid.,
para. 77}.

operative paragraph, calls for the expulsion, pure and People's Republic of China is deprived of its right to
simple, of the representatives of Nationalist China from the occupy its lawful place in the United Nations and if that
Organization. Libya recognizes Nationalist China, with place is usurped by the outcasts of a mouldering clique in
which it has diplomatic ties and relations of fruitful the pay of the United States, a clique overthrown and
co-operation. If the part of the operative paragraph relating rejected for ever by the Chinese people ever since the
to the expulsion of Nationalist China were put to a separate triumph of their revolution 20 years ago, that is the
vote, my delegation would vote against it. abominable result, as everyone knows very well, of the

hostile and aggressive policy of United States imperialists
towards socialist China, and of the shameful manipulation
of the Organization by the United States. It is certainly
altogether scandalous to see that the place of great China in
this Organization has been illegally occupied for 20 years
by a band of traitors representing no one. But it would
really exceed all bounds to attempt to use this strange and
infamous state of affairs to contend that the expulsion
from Ou! midst of those miserable puppets of United States
imperialism constituted the expulsion of a Member of the
United Nations, and that a two-thirds majority of the
General Assembly would be necessary to that end.

55. The real meaning of this perfidious stratagem is
confirmed both by the text of draft resolution A/L.567 and
Add.l-5, which refers to Article 18 of the Charter and is a
clumsy attempt to violate it, and by the sophistries used by
the United States representative in his statement of
4 November 1969 [1800th meeting] in which he openly
spoke of "two Chinas", the "expulsion of a Member", and
so on.

56. In particular, in his attempts to uphold his fallacious
contention regarding the two-thirds majority, the United
States representative invokes Article 18 of the Charter,
citing the follOWing phrase from that Article:

54. This is the fraudulent device invented by the special
ists of the State Department, to which the American
imperialists have resorted as a last hope in order to relieve
the embarrassment of the countries that reluctantly support
them in their arbitrary position-which is contrary to the
Charter-in the matter of the rights of great socialist China
in this Organization.

53. Mr. BODO (Albania) (translated from French): Once
again, at the present session of the General Assembly, the
United States has had recourse to its well-known and
insidious subterfuge, embodied in draft resolution A/L.567
and Add.l-5, whereby, on the basis of its absurd "two
Chinas" theory, it seeks to present the restoration of the
lawful rights of China in the United Nations as a question
of the admission of a new Member in place of another, a
decision on which requires a two-thirds majority in the
General Assembly.
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69. The adoption by the General Assembly of draft
resolution A/L.569 which, on the question of the represen
tation of Chi.'1a, provides the only just solution, in
conformity with the Charter and international law, will
without any doubt be a turning point of immense impor
tance in the history of the United Nations.

70. Mr. NICOL (Sierra Leone): My delegation would like
to extend our deepest sympathy to the Government and
people of Guyana for the tragic loss of the Governor
General, Sir David Rose, in an accident yesterday in
London.

68. The position adopted today by the peace-loving
Member States on draft resolutions A/L.569 and A/L.567
and Add.l-5 will constitute an important test for the
United Nations. It will reveal the extent to which those
States are ready to act with courage to free the United
Nations from the pernicious grip of the United States and
from the sinister collusion of the two Powers; it will make
it possible to create here the indispensable conditions to
enable this Organization to set out along the road pre
scribed by the aims and principles of the Charter, to meet
the imperative needs of our day and the legitimate
aspirations of the peoples, and to compel respect for their
rights.

64. But such an artificial device will deceive no one. Those
who in all sincerity favour the restoration of China's rights
cannot consent to fall into the trap set by the United
States. It is perfectly obvious that if countries recognize
that there is only one China in the world and if they vote,
in accordance with that unchallengeable truth, for draft
resolution A/L.569, providing for the restoration of the
rights in the United Nations of the one and only Chinese
State-the People's Republic of China-they cannot at the
same time vote in favour of the United States draft
resolution which, on the contrary, is based on the absurd
"two Chinas" theory. Otherwise, those countries would be
adopting an inconsistent position, supporting not only the
obstructive stand of the United States regarding China's
rights, but also its policy of hostility and aggression towards
that great socialist country.

63. The diabolical manoeuvre of the United States is very China should bring here, at the side of the peace-loving
clear. It is designed to divert the discussion from the States constituting the overwhelming majority, its invalu-
substance of the matter before us-the restoration to China able assistance in the rehabilitation of the United Nations,
of its rightful place in this Organization-to a point of in accordance with the aims and principles of the Charter
procedure concerning the majority required, with the and the struggle of peoples for freedom, peace and progress.
obvious aim of finding a semblance of justification for
those Member States which no longer feel able directly to
support the arbitrary position of the United States regard
ing China's rights in the United Nations. Thus, by means of
this false pretext of a two-thirds majority, the United States
Government seeks to achieve the same result, namely, yet
again to frustrate, at this session of the General Assembly,
the positive solution to the question of China's lawful rights
provided for in draft resolution AIL .569, sponsored by 17
countries, including Albania.

I

65. Many representatives who have participated in this
debate have energetically rejected the disingenuous efforts
of the United States to impose on us the fallacious and
absurd "two Chinas" theory and have amply proved that
Taiwan is an integral part of the Chinese territory. To
support the United States position on this point-which is
activated by its policy of aggressive counter-revolution and
imperialist expansion-would be'to interfere in the domes
tic affairs of a sovereign State, in contravention of the
Charter, of the rules of law and of international practice,
including the practice thus far followed by this Organiza
tion in a series of cases concerning States where changes of
government or regime have taken place.

66. The great majority of Member States are aware of the
shameful and intolerable injustice committed so far in this
Organization with regard to the lawful rights of the great
people of China,. representing one quarter of mankind. A
number of representatives of peace-loving States have
shown that it is not China that needs the United Nations,
but rather the United Nations that needs China. Indeed, it
is obvious to ail that without the People's Republic of
China-a great world Power with high prestige and author
ity, an unshakable bulwark of the freedom- and peace
loving peoples of the world-none of the important
problems of today can find a just and valid solution.

67. In the present international situation, and in the
deplorable state of affairs prevailing in the Organization
owing to the pernicious influence of the United States of
America and its main partners, the Soviet social
imperialists, it is more urgent than ever that great .socialist

71. With reference to the draft resolutions [A/L.567 and
Add.1-5 and A/L.569] , my delegation maintains the
position which it took on this question last year. It is clear
to us that it is impossible for the large body of mankind
living in the People's Republic of China to continue
indefinitely to be unrepresented in this world Assembly. We
are conscious, with others of varying political persuasions,
that this is a situation which increasingly calls for the most
urgent and sensible consideration. We do not, however,
believe that the latter resolution, as it now stands, is
acceptable to us.

72. China and its representatives at the United Nations,
for the past 25 years, have made distinguished and
distinctive contributions to our deliberations. They have
extended the hand of friendship towards many African
nations and have exchanged technical and professional
advice with many of us in our mutual schemes for
development, particularly in the field of agriculture. We do
not see the necessity nor the morality of supporting their
expulsion from the United Nations.

73. If the question of expulsion of any country or
countries is to be considered, we should have thought that
South Africa and Portugal would have been the most likely
candidates because of their inhuman treatment of the
majority of the population in southern Africa.

74. We do not feel that the representation of the People's
Republic of China should necessarily be linked with the
removal of another country which has obeyed the laws of
this Organization and has made so many contributions to it .

... _. ~" .....-."_.._',. ".
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Abstaining: Malaysia, Portugal, Austria, Barbados.

Against: Guinea, Hungary, India, Iraq, Kenya, Libya,
Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Singapore, Somalia,
Southern Yemen, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Republic
of Tanzania, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Afghanistan,
Albania, Algeria, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, Congo
(Brazzaville), Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ethiopia,
Finland, France, Ghana.

The draft resolution was adopted by 71 votes to 48, with
4 abstentions [resolution 2500 (XXIV)}.

80. The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will now
vQte on draft resolution A/L.569. A roll-call vote has been
requested.

75. Mr. MAHJOUBI (Mor9cco) (translated from French): Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg,
I am grateful for the opportunity of explaining the vote Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico,
which my delegation will cast on draft resolution A/L.569. Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Panama,
The explanation would not have been necessary if the Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
sponsors had agreed to separate votes on the main elements Sierra Leone, South Africa, Spain, Swaziland, Thailand,
of the operative part of this draft. My delegation will, as Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of
before, vote in favour of draft resolution A/L.569 as a Great Britain and Northern Ir Jland, United States of
whole. In so doing, it associates itself with those delegations America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina,
which support the admission of the People's Republic of Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Cameroon,
China to the Organization and which wish, as a conse- Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
quence, to enhance the role and prestige of the United Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Costa Rica,
Nations. The entry of such a great nation as mainland China Cyprus, DallOmey, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
reflects our common desire to impart greater universality Salvador, Gabon, Gambia, Greece.
and authority to our Organization. My delegation, like
others, believes that the restoration of the rights of the
People's Republic of China is indispensable for the safe
guard of the Charter and the noble cause which the latter
must serve.

76. The reasons which I have just outlined are not the
only ones on which our position is based. Other factors
which are just as important inspire our action. My country's
recognition of the People's Republic of China is not
confined to the simple expression of a positive vote; it also
stems from the long-standing friendly relations between
Morocco and the People's Republic of China. I wish to
point out in this connexion that my country is proud of
having been the second State of Africa and the second State
in the Arab world to recognize the Peking Government and
to have enjoyed continuous diplomatic relations with it
ever since its foundation. Moreover, the privileged place of
the People's Republic of China in our foreign trade is of
great importance and is strengthened each year, with
mutual respect for the interests of both countries.
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77. These are the considerations that will guide my
delegation in the vote which it will shortly be casting. Our
affirmative vote should, however, be construed solely in the
light of the general, but unequivocal interpretation which
we place on the admission of the People's Republic of
China to the Organization. If the sponsors had agreed to
separate votes, we should have abstained on the second part
of the operative paragraph and expressed reservations
concerning both its substance and form. Indeed, the two
matters to which reference is made in the operative part do
not appear to us to be necessarily linked or complementary.

Miss Brooks (Liberia) resumed the Chair.

78. The PRESIDENT: We shall now proceed to vote on
the proposals under agenda item 101. After all the votes
have been taken I shall call on those representatives who
wish to explain their votes on any of the proposals.

79. The Assembly will now proceed to vote on draft
resolution A/L.567 and Add.l-5. A roll-call vote has been
requested.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Guatemala, having been drawn by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote first.

In favour: Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland,
Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan,

A vote was taken by roll-eall.

The United Republic of Tanzania, having been drawn by
lot by the President, was called upon to vote first.

In favour: United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zambia, Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Bulgaria,
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cambodia, Ceylon, Congo (Brazzaville), Cuba, Czecho
slovakia, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Ghana,
Guinea, Hungary, India, Iraq, Kenya, Libya, Mali, Mauri
tania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Somalia, Southern
Yemen, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

Against: United States of America, Upper Volta,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Barbados,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Congo (Democratic
Republic of), Costa Rica, Dall0mey, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Gabon, Gambia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras, Ireland, Israel, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan,
Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Spain, Swazi
land, Thailand, Togo, Turkey.
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Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Cyprus,
Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Guyana, Iceland, Iran, Italy,
Jamaica, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Maldives, Netherlands,
Portugal, Sing~~pore, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia.

The draft resolution was rejected by 56 votes to 48, with
21 abstentions.

81. The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those representa
tives who have indicated their desire to explain their votes.

82. Mr. MUSTAPHA BOYE (Senegal) (translated from
French): My delegation would like to associate itself with
the condolences tendered to the Government and people of
Guyana in connexion with the death of His Excellency Sir
David Rose, Governor-General of Guyana.

83. The ~elegation of Senegal voted as it did because the
operative Dart of draft resolution A/L.569, as submitted,
consists 01 a single paragraph calling simultaneously for the
admission of communist China to the United Nations and
the exclusion therefrom of the Republic of China. My
country, which maintains diplomatic ties and co-operative
relations with the Republic of China, cannot vote for the
exclusion of that country from the United Nations, for it is
a country which fulfils its obligations towards the inter
national community and complies with the principles and
obligations of the Charter.

84. Mr. VINCI (Italy): I wish to explain briefly the vote
cast by the Italian delegation on the draft resolution
co·sponsored by 17 countries fA/L.569]. Before doing so,
may I convey to the delegation of Guyana the sincere
condolences of my delegation on the great loss the people
and Government of Guyana have suffered in the untimely
death of the Governor-General, Sir David Rose?

85. At the last three sessions of the General Assembly the
Italian Government promoted an initiative aimed at setting
up an ad hoc study committee to examine the question of
Chinese representation. The purpose of that proposal was
to facilitate the achievement of the .universality of the
Organization consistent with the principles of the United
Nations, of which my country has always been a staunch
supporter. In fact, the Italian Government felt that by the
creation of such a committee it would have been possible to
examine in depth the various aspects of the question with a
view to identifying which solution would be more suitable
and closer to reality.

86. Italy decided not to introduce that proposal again this
year since it was not understood in its true significance nor
supported to the extent required in order to achieve its
purposes. Nevertheless, the Italian Government remains
convinced that China, a country' comprehending nearly a
quarter of the whole of mankind, should have its right
representation within the international community.

87. For our part, as is well known, we have entered into
bilateral contacts for recognition and for the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Italy and the People's
Republic of China. This decision falls within prospects that
give rise to the hope of starting a process of broader
introduction of the Government of Peking into inter
national life. We wish to see this materialize rapidly and in
the most satisfactory way.

88. We feel in the meantime that we should first of all
know the development and the results of this process
before taking a final stand in favour of draft resolution
A/L.569, which was just put to the vote, whose positive
aspects we certainly do not ignore.

89. For these reasons we decided to abstain. But we do
emphasize that our abstention is motivated by the necessity
to gather all the elements of evaluation which can only be
provided by our bilateral contacts with Peking. We remain
at the same time firmly convinced of the necessity to
achieve the universality of the United Nations Organization.

90. Mr. AYLWIN (Chile) (translated from Spanish): I
should like to begin by conveying my delegation's condol
ences to the delegation of Guyana in connexion with the
tragic death of the Governor-General, Sir David Rose.

91. The delegation of Chile wishes to explain that it voted
in favour of draft resolution A/L.567 and Add.l-5, declar
ing the point at issue to be an important question, because
that is undoubtedly the case.

92. We abstained on the draft resolution submitted by
Albania and other States [A/L.569/, because we did not
believe that it placed the question in the right context. To
propose the admission of the People's Republic of China to
the United Nations on the basis of the expulsion of the
Republic of China, whose car;ital is in Taiwan, is unjust and
unacceptable. We believe that recognition of reality, the
advance towards universality of the Organization and the
interests of peace all argue in favour of the presence of
mainland China in this Assembly, together with all other
Members of the United Nations adhering in common to the
principles of the Charter.

93. For some time now we have maintained that the only
effective way of solving this problem is through diplomatic
negotiations. That is why in previous years, together with
other States, we advocated the establishment of a special
committee to explore the situation in all its aspects with a
view to fmding a viable solution. Unfortunately, those
proposals were not accepted, and the atmosphere at this
session of the General AssembJy has not been conducive to
the submission of a similar proposal.

94. In these circumstances, in which we are faced with a
choice between extremes which-instead of a just and
realistic solution of the Chinese problem in keeping with
the higher interests of mankind a.1ld of all the countries
concerned-seek unilateral objectives, the hallmark of
power politics, my delegation wishes to express its disagree
ment with the dogmatic, legalistic and sterile manner in
which the question has been presented during the last 20
years.

95. In the interests of world peace and of strengthening
the United Nations, we believe that this important question
can and must be solved, provided it is approached in a
constructive and conciliatory manner, in keeping with the
spirit of the Organization and the interests of the inter
national community.

96. Mr. KROYER (Iceland): The delegation ofIceland has
in previous years considered the question of the representa-
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tion of China to be an important question. We still hold
that view. The question is important for China, it is
important for the United Nations, and it is important under
the terms of Article 18 of the Charter. My delegation
therefore voted in fa\(our of the draft resolution A/L.S67
and Add.l-5.

97. With regard to the draft resolution submitted by 17
delegations [A/L.569], I have been authorized to declare
the following. The Govemment of Iceland desires to see the
People's Republic of China as a Member of the United
Nations. At the same time, the Government of Iceland
cannot agree to the expulsion of the Republic of China, a
Member of our Organization which is in good standing. For
that reason my delegation a1:?stained from voting on draft
resolution A/L.569.

98. Mr. CUEVAS CANCINO (Mexico) (translated from
Spanish): Madam President, the delegation of Mexico
would like to associate itself with the condolences that have
been tendered to the delegation of Guyana.

99. Although the subject under discussion has appeared
year after year on the agenda of the General Assembly, my
delegation finds that the debate just concluded has its own
particular features.

100. These features are: first, the stagnation of the
problem, including the submission of identical memoranda
and resolutions year by year; second, the vast importance
of the subject, for the China question has been of concern
to the United Nations ever since 1949.

101. For reasons which I do not need to reiterate here, we
have not so far been able to count on the help of the great
Chinese nation to achieve the purposes of the Charter, in
fulfilment of the role which was originally assigned to our
Organization. The absence of mainland China has greatly
weakened the United Nations, since the principle of
universality has thereby been set at nought. It has pre
vented the United Nations from becoming a centre for
harmonizing the many problems that might endanger
international peace and security and has also inhibited its
work in the extremely important field of disarmament.

102. In order to contribute to a solution of this problem,
my delegation in previous years supported a draft resolu
tion proposing the establishment of a special committee to
explore and study this question in all its aspects, not
because those aspects were insufficiently known, but rather
in the hope of preparing the ground for a solution. This
year, however, such a draft resolution has not been
submitted, so that the Chinese question is at a compl~te

standstill in the United Nations.

103. The perpetuation of this deplorable state of affairs
does not appear to us to be a positive way of celebrating
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Unitecl Nations. We
trust that in the months preceding that memorable date, we
shall see renewed efforts to extricate the United Nations
from the impasse in which it finds itself on this crucial
issue.

104. Mr. SCHUURMANS (Belgium) (translated from
French): For several years Belgium has continuously

Litho in United Nations, New York

expressed its disapproval of the way in which a most
important question, that of the representation of China in
the United Nations, has been put to us for consideration.

105. For three years now, with the help of several Member
States, we have tried to clarify the debate by submitting
draft resolutions, but to no avail. We have noted that this
year again there is no majority able to formulate this
question before the General Assembly in clearer and more
realistic terms.

106. This year, therefore, Belgium had no choice but to
abstain from voting on the only draft resolution that was
subinitted on the substance of this question. It was
absolutely impossible for Belgium to vote for a draft
resolution expelling the representatives of the Republic of
TaiwfUl from the Organization when that country fulfils all
the obligations of the Charter. On the other hand, in the
prevailing conditions of the debate, by voting against the
draft resolution, Belgium would have failed to express its
desire that the diplomatic isolation of the People's Republic
of China be ended and that that State should take its place
in the family of the United Nations.

107. My Government hopes that at a future session of the
Assembly the problem will be presented in a more correct
manner, with greater respect for political reality. It is only
in those conditions that the entry of the People's Republic
of China to the United Nations, as is desirable, will truly
serve the cause of peace.

Tribute to the memory ofSir David Rose,
Governo~GeneralofGuyana

108. The PRESIDENT: Before adjourning the meeting, I
have a sad duty to perform. We have learned, with a sense
of profound shock of the sudden death of Sir David Rose,
Governor-General of Guyana. On behalf of the General
Assembly I extend to the members of Sir David's family
and to the Government and people of Guyana our sincere
condolences.

On the proposal 0/ the President, the Members 0/ the
Assembly observed a minute a/silence.

109. Mr. THOMPSON (Guyana): Madam President, my
delegation has sought your permission to speak, firstly to
say how deeply appreciative we are to you for your
gracious gesture in requesting a minute's silenGe in this hall
as a tribute to the memory of the late Sir David Rose,
Governor-General of Guyana and secondly to thank all the
representatives who have spoken this afternoon conveying
their sympathy on the sad and tragic loss which Guyana has
sustained.

110. On behalf of the delegation of Guyana I should like
personally to thank you, Madam President, as well as all the
representatives who have spoken. The delegation of Guyana
will undertake to convey the very kind expressions of
condolence to Sir David's bereaved family and to the
Government and people of Guyana.

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m.
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