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.Decision concemingprocedure

Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules ofprocedurel~ it was
decided not to discuss the reports of the Secfondand

. Fourth Committees"

AGENDA ITEMS 12, 29 AND 74

Report of the EconohlicandSocial. Council (chapters 11, Ill.
IV and VU (paragraph \645 only»

Economic development of under.developed countries:
C!) International flow of private capital: report of the

Secretary.Gerteral and recommendations thereonbythe
Economic and Social Council;

C!!)Question of the establishment of Q United Notions
capital development fund: report. of the Secretory.
General;
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5. Mr. PAYNE (United Siates of America): I believe
that the intent of the amendment in document A/L.330
and Add.1 is clear. It is widely recognized that both
public and private capital have an important role to
play in accelerating the economic progress of the
developing countries. Indeed, the title of the draft
resolution and operative paragraphs 2, 3 and 4
recognize the importance of both these sources of
foreign funds. By adding the words "and capital" after
the words "international assistance" in operative
paragraph· 1, we would bring it into line with the over­
all purpose of the draft resolution. In the view of the
delegations sponsoring this amendment, sucha change
would be a significant addition. We ea;rnestlyhope that
the other members of the General Assembly will lend
their support.

6. Mr. B. K. NEHRU (India): The amendment just
introduced by the representative of the United States
has been sponsored by India and a number of the
sponsors of the original draft resolution, which is
now numbered vm in the report of the Second Com­
mittee, dealing with the acceleration of the flow of
capital and technical assistance to the developing
countries.

7. It would perhaps be helpful to the Assembly if I
were to explain the reasons which have led the Indian
delegation and the sponsors of the original draft
resolution to submit this amendment.

8. Operative paragraph 1 of this draft resolution
mentions only international assistance, although
operative paragraph 2 refers specifically to capiial
and technical as~istance, whether through public. or
private channels, whether bilateral or multilateral,
or tbrough international organizations. We believe
that the explicit mention of capital in paragraph 1
would improve that paragraph. Secondly, we believe
that the addition of these words would enable some
delegations which found difficulty in supporting para­
graph 1 in Committee to support it here.

9. For these reasons, we and the other delegations
have sponsored this amendment.

10. The PRESIDENT: The GeneralAssemblywillnow
proceed to consider the twelve draft resolutions
recommended in the report of the Second Committee
(A/4648).

11. Draft resolution I was adopted unanimously by
the Second Committee. May I take it that it has also
the unanimous approval of the Assembly?

Draft resolution 1 was adopted.

12. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II concerns
economic and social consequences of disarmament.
In this connexion the Assembly has before it the
report of the Fifth Committee on the financial im':'
pl1cations of the draft resolution. This report of the
Fifth Committee is iu document A/4633.

13. I now put to the 'Vote sUb-paragraph @ of
operative paragraph 10f draft resolutfon U, on which
a separate Yote has been requested.

The sub-paragraph was adopted by 39 votes to 13,
with 23 abstentions.

Draft resolution 11 was adopted by 76 votes to none,
with 3 abstentiOtls.

14. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolutionmwasadopted
unrmimously by the Second Committee. If there is :no
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~) Methods and t~chniques for carrying out a study of
world economic development: report of the Secretary.'
General and comments thereon by the Economic: and
Social Council;

C!!) Promotion of wider trade co-operation among· States:
report of the Secretary-General

Land reform

REPORTS OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/4648)
AND THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/4633)

AGENDA ITEMS 28, 30, 31 AND 32

'Progress and operations of the Special Fund

Programmes of technical assistance:
(~) Report of the Economic and Social Council;
(~United Nations assistance in public administration:

report of the Secretary.General;
(c) Confirmation of the allocation of funds under the
- Expanded'Programme of Technical Assistance

Opportunities for internationolco-operation on behalf of
former Trust Territories and other newly independent
States: reports of the Economic and Social Council and
of the Secretary-General

Question of assistance to Libya: report of the Secretary­
General

REPORT OF THE SECONDCOMM:ITTEE (A/4649)

Mr. Ahmad (Pakistan), Rapporteur ·of the Second
Commlttee, presented the reports of tha.t Committee

.(A/4648 and A/4649) and then spoke a.sfollows:

1. Mr. AHMAD (Pakistan), Rapporteur of the Seci>nd
Committee: .At i~ 645tb. meeting the Second Com­
mittee, acting on a suggestion made by its Chairman,
decided to divide the agenda items referred to it into
two main groups: first, those dealing· with general
economic questions, and in particular economtc- de­
velopment - that is, items 12, 29and74; and, second,
those dealing in a particular sense with operational
programmes-that is, items 28, 30, 31 and 32. The
Committee envisaged a general discussion for each
group of items, after which the draft resolutions that
had been submitted were to be considered. Due to
pressure of work, however, it was decided later in
the session that the general debate on the second
group.of items was not tobe held, and that any general
statement that delegations. wanted to make could be
made in the course of the discussion of the draft
resolutions.

2. The report on the first group of items-items 12,
29 and 74-including the draft resolutions adopted in
the Committee, is contained in document A/4648,
which I hereby commend for approval.

3. The report on the ~econdgroupofitems-items28,

30, 31 and 32-including the draft resolutions adopted
thereon, is contained in docum.ent A/4649, which I
also hereby commend for apprO'YaI.

4. The PRESIDENT: Before we consider the 'twelve
draft resolutions recommended by, the Second Co~
mittee in the first of its reports (A/4648), I call on
the representative of the United states.
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. 25. A good example of the rights and duties of Siates
under international Jaw was given to us by therepre­
seniative ~f the United A1"1lb Republic 1Vhen spealdng
on 5 December before the Second Committee
[704th meeting]. I shall conclude by quoting what he .
said:

-My country did not exproprlam and did not con- .
fiscate, neithe~ toda,y nor yesterday, foreign enter­
prises. My cOUntry. practised the right of every
sovereign state to nationaUze foreign enterprises
againSt c~pletetjustandpromptcompensationo.

26. It is with this understanding that my d~legatt.on
supported paragraph 50fthedraftresolutlonllWe1'lere
also pleased to support the resolution as a whole.

27. Mr. VIAUD (France) (translated from. French):
.My delegation voted against sub-paragraph ~ ,of
operatf:m paragraph 1 of draft resolution.. n on the
study of the economic andsccfal cOJ:'Jiequences of
dlsartnament because it considers that the effect of

The words were adopted by 40 votes to '1# with
33 abstentions. .

Draft resolution VIl1# as amended. was adopted by
87 votes to none.

Draft resolution IX was adopted by 80 votes to none.
with 9 abstentions.

19. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now turn
its attention to draft resolution X. I will PIlt to the
Yote, first, sub-paragraph <!!) ofoperative paragraph 1,
on which a separate vote has been requested, and
then the draft resolution as a whole.

The sUb-paragr~ph was adopted by 18 votes tonone,
With 5 abstentions.

Draft resolution X was adop~d by 91 votes to none.

20. The PRESIDENT: 'Ihe General Assembly will
now turn. ita attention to draft resolution XI, which
was adopted UDaJrlmously by the Second Committee.
If I hear no objection, I W'ould propose to record it as
haVing been approved by the Gene:ral Assembly.,

Draft :t"esolutiOn Xl was adopted.

21. ThePREsmENT: Draft resolution XII was also
adopted unanimously by the second com.mittee.lfthere

objection, I shall take· it that it is also IID8.Dimously is no objection, I would propose to record it also as
approved by the Assembly. being approved by the Gene:ral Assembly.

Draft resolution III was adopted. Draft resolution XII was adopted.

15. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV was also 22. ThePBESIDENT: One or two representatives
adopted unanimously by 'the Second Committee. If I have expressed a desire to exPlain their votes after
hear no objection, I shall 1ake it that this is also .the voting. I canon the representative of the United
approved by the Assembly. states.

Draft resolution IV .was adopted. 23. Mr. PAYNE (UnitedS1ates ofAmerica): Operative
;, paragraph 5 of draft resolution I originated with a

Draft resolution V was adopted by ,4 votes to ncine# proposal which stated simply, "Recommends further
with 8 a.bstentions. that the sovereign right of every State to dispose of
16. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VIwas adopted its wealth and its natural resources should be re­
unanimously by the Second Committee. Unless I hear spectedft • The United States then suggested the addi­
any objection, I shall 1ake it as adopted by the tion of the words win conformity with the rights and
Assembly. duties of'States under international law". During the

Draft resolution VI was adopted. Committee's vote On this dl-a.ft resolution, the repre­
sentative of Cuba requested a separate vote on that.

Draft resolution VII was adopted by '11 votes to 4# part of paragraph '5 which had been suggested by the
with 10 abstentions. .United stateS. Fifty-four delegations voted in favour
17. The PRESIDENT: We now' come to draft resolu- of that language, with no votes against and twenty-six
tion vm, which deals with the accelerated flow of abstentions. The representative of Cuba eXplained
capital and technical assistance to the developing . his abstention on the grounds that in the context of the

resolution his deiegation interpreted the pbrase. Ifin
countries. An' amendment to t1i:is draft resolution has conformity with the rights and duties of states under

.been submitted by Burma, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, international law" as qualifying the sovereign rights
the Federation of Malaya, India, 3'apan, Nigeria, the
Sudan, Thailand, the United Arab Republic, 1:he' United of a state over its natural resources. My delegation~
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and whioh was among those supporting this phrase, agrees
the United states of America [A/L.330 and Add.I]. with the interpretation of the representative of Cuba
This a dment reads. . that it is a qualifying phrase. We disagree with him

men. in that we believe that this qualify.lng phrase is just
IfIn operative paragraph 1, add the words. 'and t and necessary in this cOntext. .

capital' after the words 'international assistance'." 24. With natiODS, as with individuals, the exercise of
The amendment was adopted by. 11 votes to none# rights must not mean an abuse of the rights of others.

with 9 abstentions. .This fact was recognized by the General Assembly in
. , resolution 1314 (XlII), in which there was established

18. The PRESIDENT: A separate vote has been re- l the Commission on Permanent Sovereignty over
quested on the. phrase in operative,paragraph 1 of ~ . Natural Resources. In paragraph 1 of that resolution
draft resolution VIII reading: "so as to reach as soon t the General Assembly decided that:
as possible approximately 1 per cent of the com- F .
bined national incomes of the economi.cally adftnced ~ It••• in the conduct of the full survey,of the status
countries." . of the permanent sovereignty of peoples and

nations· oyer their natural wealth and resources,
due regard shall be paid to the rights and duties
of States under international Jaw and to the im­
portance of encouraglnginternationalco-operation
in the economic development of under-developed
countrIeslf •
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this provision is to prejudge the scope and the result terms which many speakers in the Second Com­
of the studies which Willbe entrllStedto the Secretary.. mittee have described as onerous. For thiareeLson,
General. bdefl,y stated, my delegation's vote in favourof the

draft .··t~solution does not and cannot involrje any
commiu'1lentfor my Government.

35. Mr.,ROA KOURI(CUba) (translatedfromSpanishh
The Cu~\p. delegation asked for a separate vote to be
taken otl operative paragraph 5 of draft resolution!
and abstained in the voting on itbecause the sovereign.
right of'States to dispose of their wealth and natural
resources cannot be subject to any limitation; other­
wise it ~ould cease to be a sovereign right.

36. Nevertheless, we voted in favour of the .draft
resolution as a whole on the understanding that, in
doing so, it did not in any way imply-and it does not
in our j1:!dgement imply-a commitment on the part
of my G(wernment as regards the legitimate exercise
of its so\'ereign rights.

37. The Revolutionr:.ry Government of Cuba, ac­
cordingly, reaffirms its right to nationalization and to
any other measure that maybebeneficial toour.people
and will exercise that right, as it has exercised it,
without impediments of any kind.

38. The PRESIDENT: I now invite the Assembly to
turn its attention to the report of the Second Com­
mittee contained in document A/4649.

39. Does any member wish to explain his.vote on
any of the seven draft resolutions recommended by
the Second Committee,?

40. Mr. DUDLEY (United Kingdom): The. United
Kingdom delegation abstained in the Second Committee
and will abstain in the plenary meeting on draft
resolution III which relates to contributions to the
Special FUnd and to the Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance.

.41.' We have noted that a number of delegations de­
clared in their eAlllanations of vote in the Committee
that they did. not regard their support of this draft
resolution as.m any way constituting a commitment to
increase their contributions to these two funds. We
cannot take a similar view of the meaning of this draft
resolution.

J
42. The United Kingdom is at present contributing

.' to these two programmes at the rate of $8 million a
i year tow~.rd thlf.o ~~,ucepted target of $100 million a
q year, which has not yet been reached.

43. A vote for this resolution would,in our opinion,
have constituted for us a moral obligation to increase
our contribution at the next pledging conference to a

.similar proportion of $l.§Q,i:!!l!:Ilon. We are not ready
at this stage to make a commitment to take such a
step.

44•. The PRESIDENT: AS no other member of the
Assembly deSires to explain his vote on any of the
seven draft resolutions contained indocumentA/4649,
I propose to put these draft resolutions to the vote•

Draft resolution I was adopted by 72 votes to none,
with 9 abs tentions.

Di'aft resolution 11 was adopted by 86 ~vtes to none.

Draft resolution 111 was adopted by 83 votes to none,
with 4 abstentions.

Draft resolution IV was adopted by 71 vot3S to none,
with 13 abstentions.

Draft resolution V was adopted by 84 votes to none.

28. There is no ground for asserting at this moment
that the cessationofcapital investmentwould inev1tably
result in stru.ctural imbalances in national economies
or, similarly, to argue that certain me~sures rather
than other measureS might correct such imbalances,
if they arose. .

29. Although it objects to this paragraph in the draft
resolution, my delegation voted in' favour of the text
as a whole. In this cOl:mexion we would like to pay a
tribute to the representatives who, during thepre­
liminary proceedings, took the initiatiVE; in proposing
to the Second Conimittee, and then to the General
Assembly, the text of this ,draft resolution. It is our
belief that' the study of the economic and social
consequences of disarmament does carry in its train
certain promises that the General Assembly could
not fail to emphasize. True, we would rather have
bad this study undertaken as a sequel to real progress
being made simultaneously in the disarmament prob­
lem, since, in fact, our objective is disarmament in
the strict sense of the ~rm and the study of its
economic and social conse~ences should follow the
principal decision. However, as the discussion at
present stands, we wanted to assooiate ourselves
with all the delegations who, by entrusting this study
to the SecretarY-General, desired to a certain extent
to express their faith in the future. SpeakiL.g for
ourselves, we are happy that this draft resolution
has been unanimously· adopted by the General
Assembly.

30. Mr. BURGER (Union of South Africa): In the vote
in committee my delegation, together with some
others, abstain.ed when draft resolution vm, on the
accelerated flow of capital and technical assistance
to the developing countries, was put to the vote.

31. The Assembly has just adopted an amendment
to operative paragraph 1 which changed the character
of the resolution to an. extent' that made it possible
for my delegation to join in a unanimo~ affirmative
vote.. What swayed my delegation was the fact that the
major capital-exporting countries of the wo:t~~ found
it possible to support the resolution in its present
amended form.

32. However, in voting for the draft resolution my
delegation no more than joined the others in expressing
the hope that the flow of international assistance and
capital will be increased substantially so as soon to
reach approDmately, 1.~.r ,cent of the combined
national incomes 'of the"ecOiioiiirCany advanced coun­
tries. In fact, my country has for manyyears favoured
measures deSigned to promote the flow of private

;\ capital.

33. I must make it clear that, in joining in support of
the resolution, my dele~tionin no way committedmy

. Government to an outflow of capital or assistance to
any percentage of our own national income.

34. My country is still a net capital importer. It is
still a developing country; inside our frontiers we
have extensive under-developed areas which absorb
many millions m public and private funds every year.
The shortfall in our capital requirements is made
up of loans from the International Bank for Re­
construction and Developtnent and other financial
institutions in the United States and elsewhere on
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In connexion with these draft resolutions there is one
point which is not imm.ediately apparent from. the re­
port and which I believe deserves special m.ention.
That is the fact tha~~!n:~ voting on each of these
seven draftresolutlO".1s as a w~~le,nota single negative
vote was cast in the 'fourth C~)Ullittee. . .
49. Another point ta! whichlviould like todraw special
attention relates to paragraph 60 in documentA/4650.
Normally,consideration of an ..item is concluded by
the Assembly once a report has been presented by a
Cotnmittee and resolutions have been adopted.. How­
ever, as .members will see, the Fourth Committee
decided that in View of the relation between this
subject and the resolution which theAssemblyadopted
yesterday on colonialism [resolution 1514 (XV)], the
items should be kept open so that,· should the Fourth
Committee· so desire, it may consider them further
at the resumed fifteenth session.

50. Finally, in connexion with document A/4650 I
would like to make one small technical point. An
error has crept into the text of this report, and ~

should now like to give the Assembly the corrected
text. In paragraph 3, the sentence beginning with the
words "The representative of Mexico ..." should read
as follows: "The representative of Mexico restated
the position of Ms Governm.ent regarding any change
in the·status of British Honduras (Belize)".

51.. I now turn to· the report contained in .document
A/4651. This report covers agenda item. 38 and deals
with the principles which should guide Members in
determining whether or not an obligation exists to
transmit information under Article 73e ofthe Charter.
Aaa result of the deliberations on this subject in the
Fourth Comm1ttee, two draft resolutions are sub­
mitted to the Assembly..

. 52.. Draft resolution Ideals with the principles which
should apply in this context, and in an annex to this
draft resolution twelve principles are listed.. I might
mention that these twelve principles, with one
modification in principle ]X <PJ, are exactly the same
twelve principles as those which were proposed to the
Fourth Committee by the Special Committee of Six
established by this Assembly last year under resolu­
tion .1467(XIV).

53.. Draft resolution II deals· with the concrete ap­
plication of the principles.

54. With these brief remarks, I have the honour to
.submit, for the consideration and approval of the
General Assembly, these two reports togetherwiththe
draft resolutions attached thereto.

55. The P;RESIDENT: I now call ontherepresen1ative
of Indonesia, who desjres to explain his vote before
the vote is taken.

56.. Mr. PADMADISASTRA (IndoneSia): Before avote
is taken on the draft resolutlons contained in·docu­
ments A/4650 and A/4651 on questions regarding
NonaSelf-Governihg Territories falling under Ar­
ticle 73e of the Charter, permit me, Under definite
instructions of myGoye:rnment, toexpress myGovern­
ment's position with ~gal'd to that parf;nof the terri­
tory of my country on·which the q·~#ielintnent.of the
Netherlands, on the :falsGasswllptlon· of .haVing
sovereigllty (J'Ver. the ter:ritOl."Y. !,Ims submitted moo
formation. ,/'1

57.. For the sake of ,,)in. pr"c;~(ldings, I would not
venture an all-out deb~tQ~Am.. tr.4.s question in this

45, The PRESIDENT: Draft resolutions VI and VU
were adopted unanimously by the Second Committee.
Therefore, unless I hear any objection, I shall regard
them as adopted unanimously by the GeneralAssembly
as well.

Draft resolutions VI and VII were adopted.

AGENDA ITEMS 37, 39, 40 AND 41
Information from Non.Self.Goveming Territories transmitted

tinder Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nat.ions:
reports of the Secretary.General and of the Committee on
Information from Non.Self.Governing Territories:
(~) Progress achieved by the Non.Self.Governing Terri·

tories in pursuance of Chapter XI of the Charter;
(~) Information on economic conditions;
(~) Information on other conditions; .
(10 General qUf,!stions relating to the transmission anCi

examination of infonnation;
(!) New developments connected with the association of

. Non-Self-GovemingT4rritories with the .European Eco­
nomic. Community: report ofthe Secretary.General

Dissemination of information on the United Nations in Non.
Self-Goveming Territories: report of thf!' Secretary.General

Participation o.f the Non.Self.Goveming Territories in the
worb.,fthe United Nations and of the specialized agencies:
report of the Secretary.General

Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for
inhabitants of Non-Self.Goveming Territories: report of

.the Secretary.General

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/4650)'
AGENDA ITEM 38

Study of principles which should guide Members in determin.
ing whether or not on Qbligation exists to transmit" the
information called for in Article 73e of the Charter of the
United Notions: report of the Special Committee estab.
lished under General Assembly resolution 1467 (XIV)

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/4651)
46. Mr.. BOEG (Denmark), Rapporteur of the Fourth
Committee: I appear before the General Assembly
as RjPporteur of the fourth Committee iD. nill~ware­
ness of the heavY pressur~ of time tmder wh:Lch the
Assembly is now labourlng.. For that r~eason ;1 shall
be .very brief and shall refrain from going into. any
detailed comments on the reports of the Committee..
For the same reason, I shall, with the approval· of the
President, adopt the same procedure as was adopted
by the Rapporteur of the Second Committee-in other.
words, I shall briefly comment Ul-'<m the two Fourth
Committee reports at the same timt'.

47. The first of the two reports presented to the
Assembly today by the Fourth CclDlDlittee [A/4650]
relates to agenda items 37, 39, 40 and 41, pertaining
to1nformation from Non-Self-Go'rerning Territories
and various related q1lestions... 'Ibis isa procedural
r~pOrt outlining the deliberatlO'D.S which took place in
the Fourth Committee on these items.. 'n1eCommittee
has presented a joint report on these items because
it decided to debate them jointly since the four items
are so very much interrelated.
48. As a result of .its deliberations, the Committee
is submitting seven draft resolutions to the Assembly..
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63. My second pointhas to do with the assumption of
Netherlands sovereignty ove:r; West Irlan.

64. If I hallS shown that there are no legal or other
arguments for the designation of West Irian as a
Non-Self-Governing Territory, much less is there any
basis for the assumption by the Netherlands Govern­
ment of responsibilities in connexion with Article 73
of the Charter with regard to West Irian. As a Mem.­
ber state of the United Nations, the Netherlands
Government, in the years 1947, 1948 and 1949, sub­
mitted to the Secretary-General, pursuant to Ar­
ticle 73 e of the Charter, information on the Non­
Self-Governing Territory of the Netherlands Indies.
As I said earlier, the Netherlands Government in
.1948 replaced the designation of "Netherlands Indies"
in all laws and regulations by the new name of
-Indonesia". With the recogoj.tion of Indonesia as an
inde~ndentRepublic by the Governmentofthe Nether-
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Assembly. Members mayrecall the e:xbaUStiViB debates lands on 28 December 1949, and its admission to the
on this question at past sessions of the I General United Nations on 28 September 1950, the Netherlands
Assembly and .are wall aware of the long-standing ceased to have any obligation whatsoever in connexion

.unresolved dispute which has caused so much bad with Article 73 e of the Charter with regard to the
blood between two Members of this Organization. entire territory ofIndme:;ia. The Netherlands Govern­
What is more-and you may recall the statements in ment lmows this well., Consequentlyt it ceased the
this Assembly 01 PtesidentSukano [B80thmeeting] ,of submission of information on Indonesia. There is no
my Foreign Minister [888th meeting] and ofMr. Luns, basis, therefore, for the Netherlands to s1art anew
the Foreign Minister of the Netherlands [886th meet- submitting reports on a part of her former colony
ing]-relatlons between the two nations have lately that if recognized without any reservations as an
further deteriorated, due to tlle sending of reinforce- independent Republic in 1949 and whose membership
ments by the, Netherlands to that territory. in the United Nations it sponsored and welcomed in
58. Today, I would limit myself only to the following September 1950.
points relevant to our documents.. 65. Could it not be interpreted, then, mat by sub­
59. The first point concerns the question of submis- mUting information on west Irian the Netherlands
sion of information on west Irian by the Netherlands Government has conquered new territory in this part
Government, allegedly under the provisions of Ar- of the world? Further. with the submission of in-
ticle 73 e of the Charter. formation on west Ir~Jm, is not the Netherlands

Government actually suggesting that the United Nations
60. Article 73 e, as a sub-paragraph of Article 73 of accept this conquest?
the Charter, pertains to Non-Self-Governing Terri- 66. My delegation wishes to state that the continued
tories. west Irian is not a Non-Self-Governing Terri- occupation by the Netherlands of a part of Indonesian
tory. It was a residency, that is, part of a province. territory is also in flagrant violation ofearUeragree...
of the former colony of the Netherlands Indies.' The ments, to the effect tbat the political status of West
Netherlands renamed the "Netherlands Indies· as Irian should be determined by negotiations between
ItIndonesia" by an Act of3 September 1948 amending the representatives of the GOVernments of Indonesia
the Constitution, so tbatWestIrian therefore is nothing and the Netherlands.
but a residency of Indonesia. The Netherlands Govern-
ment recognized Indonesia as an independent State, . 67. The action of the Government of the Netherlands
after more than. four years of warfare, on 28 Decem- in continuing occupation vi this terrf:wry beyond
bel" 1949, and on 28 September 1950 [289th meeting] 27 December 1950 wc.'s a unilateral solution of a
tt.-e independent Republic of Indonesia was admitted dispute and cannot but be regarded by' Indonesia as
unanjmously as the sixt1~t1;l Member of our Or- an illegal action on the part of the Netherlands. My
ganizatlon. GovGr)JJD.ent, as the Assembly may well be aware,

has ii'equested the General Assembly to seek a peace­
61. west Irian, as a residency of Indonesia, is there- ful eolution through negotiations, in accordance not
fore only part of one of the provinces of another only '\\ith the provisions ofearlieragreements between
Member State of the United Nations and is by no the .. bro parties bs.:.t also in accordance with the
means a Non-Self-Governing Territory. If the people p$cipleii and purposes of th9 United Nations Charter,
of the territory continue to be barred at this time to which both the Netherlands and Indone$ia adhere
from enjoying the same rights and privileges as those as Members. As no such peaceful solution h2.s been
living in the other provinces of Indonesia, it is only possible, because of the refusal of the Netherlands to
because of the Dutch military occupation of the negotiate, my .Government a~ this stag.e cannot but

. territory. ~'P''rotest,in the strongest posJ:Jible terms, against this
62. I therefore wish here and now, on behalf of the UL\ilateral illegalaction ofthe Netherlands incontinuing
Govemmentand people of Indonesia, to submit a the occupation of Indonesian territory.
strong protest against the presence of Netherlands 68. My third point is the designation of We%'~ New
occupation forces in West Irian and the designation of Guinea as "Netherlands New Guinea•• This new name
that part of Indonesia as a Non-Self-Governing Tar- was only eJ:Jtablished by the Netherlands intheamend­
.ritory. ments to the Constitution of 10 September 1956. It

has 'come to the attention ofthe Governmentand people
of Indonesia that even United Nations documents pE,I;~.

ta.inin~~ to the territory of west New Guinea bear 1~
denominatiOn of -Netherlands New Guinea". In view
of tlu~Qonsiderations mentioned earlier; such a
deslgn'atton is, of course, totally unaccepUlble, and
cause~J nothing but feelings of bitterness, disconten,t
and Ujllrest among all strata of our people in Indonesia
as well a~ in sympathizing nations.

69. My delegation, of course, can only speak for
Indonesia, and wishes to protestagafnstthls 1111ilateral
designation of the territory. We hopetbat at least
United Nations documents will not use tbattitle,which
creates the impression of bia$ed opinion on the issue.

70. The objective and neutral designation for the
territory of West Irian since 1949-as the issue indeed
was recorded for the first tJme in United Nations
documents in that year-has been "the Residency of
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New Guinea (Jrian)w," This is the accepted title by both
parties concerned and does not provoke any prejudice
on the issue. Members of this Organization are aware
of the still unsolved. problembetween the Governments
of the Netherlands and Indonesia onthepoUticalstatus
of this territory. In the absence of any solution, my
delegation believes that changes in the accepted title
are no~; aesirable, much less since these changes haye
met with the strong opposition and protests from one
of the interested parties. A unilateral change in 1956,
in the IT.ddst of the dispute, without the consent of the
other ij~tel'ested party, runs counter to the United

. Nations· tradition of being objective in such political
matterS, and does harm only to the prestige of our
Organ!2,:ation.

71. Lastly, I would like to reiterate myGoTernment's
position with regard to an argument that has been
advanced by the Government of the Netherlands in the
matter of the submission of informati01' on west
Irian. The Netherlands raised the argument that if
West Irian is adrninistrativelyreunited with the rest
of Indonesia the United Nations will no longer receive
mformation on that territory under Article 73 eof the
Charter. Aside from the. fact that west Irian is not
a Non-Self-Governing Territory but is part of an
independent Membar State of the United Nations,. the
absurdity of the argument of the Government of the
Netherlands is obvious.

72. West Jrian, when adminjstratively reunited With
free Indonesia, will be as open to the world and to all
other media of information, including those of the
muted Nations, as are the other provinces or parts
of IndoneJ:iia. This is not the situation on West Jrian
under the present legal military occupation of the
Netherl?..nds. It is because of the isolating policies
of colonial Powers that the Charter provides for the
transmission of information on NOIt,-Self-Governfng
Territories. Such information is desirable only as a
means of keeping some kind of check on the policies

I of certam colonial Powers. It certainly is not an end
in itself, since' otherwise no territory would e\Ter be
independent, on the ground that this would end the
transmission of information to the United Nations
under Article 73 e of the Charter. Not only the
absurdity but indeed the perversion of the very prin­
ciples and purposes of the Charter, implicit in such
an argument, is typical of that concepti~,aswas also
pointed out yesterday [947th meeting] by the repre­
Sentative of Indonesia in regard to the question of the
declaration' on colonialism and,therefore, needs no
further elaboration. .

73. The fact that the Netherlands has raised this
argument co.n.firms the belief that it is their intention
to hold on to west Irian indeflnitelY,keeping the
people within their colonial grip. On the other hand,
when fully restorE!d to the Republic of Indonesia, the
people of West Irian will be able to work in freedom,
building up their country together with the people in
the other provinces of Indonesia.

74. .In voting for the draft resolutions in documents
A!4650 and A/4651, my delegation Wishes toreiterate
that the territory of West trian is not a Non-Self­
Governing Territory but is part and parcel of Indo­
nesia. A:ny of the resolutions contained in those
documents, incltilding the attached twelve principles
in dOCU1Ilent A/4651, therefore, are not applicable
to the territory of West Jrian.
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75. The PRESIDENT: I gill'e the floor to the· repre­
sentatlveof the. Netherlap:ds in the exercise of the
right of reply. .

76. Mr. SCHURMANN(NetherlandS):' I am. sure it
must be becoming very boring for the :rp.embers of the
General Assembly to hear the Indonesian delegation
air its views on Netherlands New Guinea on all
suitable and dIlSuitable occasions. I must say that I

c perf~onally consider this an unsuitable occasion, and
I shall therefore not answer the remarks made by the
representative of Indonesia.

77. Suffice it to say that my Government has sub­
mitted reports on Netherlands New Guinea for ten
years now, that these reporta have always been
gratefully. received by the Assembly and have been
discussed in the Fourth Committee and in the plenary
meetings; and my Government intends to goon doing
this and to go on submitting these reports until the .
time when the population of Netherlands New Guinea
Will bave itself decided about its fu1m"e.

78. The PRESIDENT: May the Chair, for its part,
remind the members of the General Assembly that, in
considering the reports ~f Committees, interventions
are limited to exp!:tnations of vote unl~ss the pro­
cedure p!"ovidedfor in rule 68 of the rules of pro­
cedure is resorted to. In explanation ox vote it i~ not
in order to go into the substance or the merits of the
reports made by the respectiveeommittees unless a
due motion has been made under article 68. Explana.­
tions of vote should be limited to explanations of vote.

79. Since no other representative wishes to explain
his vote before the voting takes place, I propose now
to put to the General Assembly the·'Seven draft
resolutions recommended bytb.e Fourth Committee
in document A/4650.

Draft resolution I was adopted by 81 votes to none,
with 11 abstentions.

Dr-aft resolution 11 was adopted by 69 votes to none,
with 20 abstentions.

80. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution m concerns
racial discrimination in Non-Self-Governing Terri­
tories. A vote by roll call has been requested.

A vote was taken by roll call.

Indonesia, having been drawn bylotbythe,President,
was called upon to vote first. ..1

In favour: Indonesia, lran, Iraq, Ireland, lamel,
Italy,. Ivory Coast, Japan, LaOS, Lebanon, Liberia,
Libya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mo--·
rocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Paki.stal~l Panama, Para.­
guay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Senegal, Somalia, Spain, SUdan, Sweden, 'Ihailand,
Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Soci.allilt
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Republic, United states of America, Upper
VoI'ta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Af­
ghanistan, Albania, Argentina, Austria, Belgium,·
Bolivia, Bnt?:U, Bulgaria, Burma, ByelorussianSoviet
Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Canada, CentralAfrican
Republic, _Ceylon, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Congo (Leopoldville), Costa Rica, CUba, Cyprus,"
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecua­
dor, El Salvador, Federation of Malaya, Finland,
France, Ghana~/ Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, .
Hondm:as, Hungary, Jndia.
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dedicated to) the 1ask of remoVing it as quickly as
possible by all means which ar3 in our power. Even
though we would have preferred to aee tbi~ resolution
passed in a forzn. for Which we Ol1J.~selves' could have
voted, nevertheless we shaUcontiilueto do every..
thing that we can in the Territories for which we are
responsible to eradicate racial discrimination and
thereby to achieve the principal objective of this

.resolution.

88. The PRESIDENT: The report of the .Fourth
Committee on agenda. item 38 [A/4651] has already
been presented to the Assembly by the Rapporteur.
As no representative has asked to explain his vote
befo;re the two draft resolutions in this report are put
to the 'tote, I propose nnw to put to the vote draft
resolution I.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Cb11e" having been drawn -by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote firs te

In favour: Chile, Colombia, Congo (Leopoldville),
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Finland,
Ghana, G~eece, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras,
India. Indonesia, I:ran, Iraq,Ireland, Israel, J:vc>ry
Coast, Japan, LaOs, Leba.uon,Liberia.; Libya, Mada­
gascar, Mali, Mex!co, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, ·Philippines, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden,
Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, TUrkey, United Arab Re­
public, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, BoliYia, Brazil,
Burma, Cambodia, Cameroun, Canada, CentralAfrican

. Republic, Ceylon, Chad.

Against: Portugal, Union of South Africa.

Abstaining: China, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Re,.
public, France, HWlga.ry', ltalYj Luxembourg, Nether­
lands, New Zealand, Poland,Romania, Spain, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union· of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern IreJ.3.nd, .United states of America, Albania,
Australia, Belgiuin, Bulgaria, Byelorusafan Soviet
Socialist Republic.

Draft resolution I was adopted by 69 votes to ~, with
~l abstentions'-

89" The PRESIDENT: The Chair has received some
requests that separate votes ~ taken on parts of
draft resolution lL It might be helpful to the Assembly,
if I asked those proposingthese sepa:ra.te votes to come
to the rostrum and explain the separate votes that
they wish to have.

90. Mr.. IMAM (Pakistan): I have askedfor a separate
vote on operative paragraph 1 of draft resolution n
in document A/4651. This paragraph contains a fist
of territories to which this resoiution ~OlJ1d apply.
We are not in a position to glve our support with re­
gard to all these territories. For this reason, we have
asked that a separate vote be taken on the te~itories

listed in items -~ The C~pe Verde Archipelago" to
"ID Mozambique" and So seParate vote on the terri­
tories listed in the remaining items, from '11 (g) Goa and
dependencies, called the state of India" to "(!) Ti;h1or
and d(3pendenciesw•

91•. The PRESIDENT: The representative ofl?akistan
has asked'for two separate votes, one on the list of
territories from@) to @ iriclusive and another on fM,.

1292 General Assembly -Fifteenth.~ssion-Plenary ~~e~tlngs----------------- '~'-----------------
,> Against: None.

Absta@ng~ United Kin~dom of Great Britain and
Northern IreIa~c:_l, Austral.ia.

Draft resolu.tIon 111 wa$ adopted by8S voi~s. to none,
with 2 abstentions.

Draftresolutfon IV was adopted by 75 votes to none,
with 11 abstentions.

Draft resolution V was a.dopted by 76 votes to none,
with 1.1 abStentions.

Draft resolution VI was adopted by 79 votes to none,
with '10 abstentions.

.al. The PRESIDENT: Draftresolutionvn~which con­
cerns offerS by Member states of study and training
facilities for ~bitantsofNon...self-Governing Teni..
tories~ was adopted lmanimously by the Fourth Com.­
mittee. If there is no objection I would propose to
record it. as being approved also by th(, General

-Assembly.

Draft resolution VII was adopted.

82. The PRESIDENT: I nowgive the fioortc/Che .repre­
sentatlve of the United Kingdom, viho has expressed
a desire to explain his vote after the voting.

83. Sir Andrew COHEN (Uni~d Kingdom): I should
like to explain the vote of m!! delegation on the third
of the resolutionswhic~hav~ just been adopted-draft
resolution m about racl,1!l discrimination inNon-Self­
Governjng Territories.

84:. It is a matter of gTeat regTet to my delegation
that the Fourth Committee did not submit to the
General Assembly a draft resolution on this subject
to which we could have given- our w~ole-hea:rted

support. The United Kingdom Government entirely
suppo:r:t~ the ,;;pirit of this resolution, and most of the
things in it are things which we would subscribe to
without any quallfication whatsoever. Nevertheless,
my delegation found itself in the position of having
to abstain on this resolution beca.useof our great
respect both for the spirit and the letter of resoIu..
tions .adopted by the United Nations.. We ~o not make
a practice of voting for a resolution unless we are
convinced that we can carry it out completely both in
the spirit and the letter.

85. In two places this re$olution calls for immediate
action Which, taken literally, would not, in our belief,
necessarily produce 1!te desired effect. In particular,
operative paragraph 2 makes no provision for tlle
continuance in force of legislation of a diffe:rnntiating
character which is still required in some Territories
for 'the protection of the interests .of the indigenous
people. Operative paragraph 3 askenot onlythatthere
should be no discrimination between races in voting
rights", but that there Jhould be the immediate grant
of universal franchise. This goes beyond, the scope
of removing racial discrimination.

86. In some of the Territories for which we are
responsible we have been introducing a progressively
widening qualitative franchise, afranchisewhichgives
the vote very widely to the people of the Territories
and which is on a non-racial and non-discriminatory
basls. This we believe to be the rightway of proceed..
ingin these .Territories and we could not, therefore,
vote for the resolution.

87• Finally, I must repeat once moretbat we are
absulutelyopposed to racial discriminatlQn and are

f,
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102. If the Assemblynowassumesadifferentattitu.de,
and does so only in respect of a particular country,
one ·is entitled to ,state. ijJat the Assembly has em­
barked upon a course of action which repre.sentsa
clea? discriminatlonagainst that country. This fact
was clearlyestabUsheddur1ng the debate ,on. agenda.
item 38 in the Fourth Committee, yhen the report of
the Special Committee of Six: on the Transmission,
of Information under Article 73 eo!the Charter
[A/4526] on the principles which should guide Mem­
bers 'in determining their· obligations under .tbat
Article and the draft resolution lam nowcomDlenting
upon were discussed. In reality~ flthough b.laDY
delegations s1ated that the report should. be widely
and generally applied,'. the :ract~J that such a report,
which ·1830 guide for Member States and not the

97. Nevertheless, the Spanish delegation would point
out that, had separate votes been taken, it would l1ave:
reaffirmed the. position which it tookfn the. FO\l1'th
CODllllittee and,consequeJitly, it would have vo~d in
favour of the fourth paragraph of· the pream.bleand
operative paragraph 4.

98. Mr. GARIN (Portugal): I wish to e:Kplain briefly'
the vote my delegation cast in regard to draft resoln-

(' tion·· n-, contained in document A/4651, 'which the
Assembly has just adopted..

'99. .In the view of my delegation, the resolution
assumes in respect of Chapter XI of the Charter, and
particularly in regard to Article 73 e, "an inte~reta­
tion which goes beyond the explicit tel"lIlS" of the
Charter. It is our firm convicttontbat, as'opposed tc
Chapters IX and Xon the one hand and ChapterXlJ
on the otherj/ Chapter XI does not place and~nnot

be llnderstood as placing upon Member states obUga­
tions which those states themselves are either not
Willing to undertake or not allowed to undertake in
accordance with, and.as a result o~, their own consti­
'hltional law, which they, and they alone, are ina
position to and have authority to interpret and apply..

lOO. The text of the resolution just approved is. the
outcome of a different interpretation which runs
counter to the proVisions of the Charter and, con­
sequently, in our opinion ..i$a clear violation of the
basic law of our Organization.

101. On the other hand, the resolution ascribes·to
the General Assembly a competence which the
Assembly does not possess~ In fact, never in the
past. has the Assembly claimedtohaYecompetence
to determine the legal and political status of. any
territory, nor has the Assembly ever claimed to ba-.e
competence to impose on Member .Governments the
transmission of information on territories which,
having no status subject to international juri.sdtcatlon
or accountability, fallwitbin the exclusbe re­
sponsibility of Member States and for wh.o$e political
status theyalc:meare responsible.i The General
Assembly is not entitled to que$ti~f'replies from
Governments 9f Member States in" regard to the
status of territories under their national sovereignty;"
and such replies, given in conformity with national
and constitutional law, have to·be accepted 'by the
Assembly, which is not authorized by the Charter to
impugn them. The resolution takes a different new,

. and by doing so is exceeding tb.ecompetence,of the
Assembly, and this has not been the practice of the
Assembly since the very beginning of 'this Organi­
zation.

list of territories from '(g) to ID inclUSive, in oPerative
paragraph l'of draft resolutlon II [A/4651]. l4lropose
now to puttbis drat:t reB,plution to the V01;(J1I I woUld
ask the As,Se;mbly to vote\~ston ,the incly.aion in the
draft resolution of items\'. @) to@".lfnclusive, in
operative paragraph 1. 0 . f,

" Items· @) to (f) were adopted'by${ \~Qtes to 4, with
22 abstentions.

92. The PRESIDENT: I now put to the As~~mbly tb.e
second separate vote which was asked for, which
concerns the territories Usted in iteDlS (~) to (9,
inclusive, in operative pa:ragraph 1.

Iterns (g) to (j) 'were adopted by 55 votes to 5, with
28 abstentions. .

93. The PRESIDENT: I now put to theAssemblydraft
resolution II as a whole.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Chile, having been drawn by Jot by the Presidetlt,.
was ca11edapon to vote first. .

In favour: Congo (Brazzavillc), Congo (Leopoldville),
Cuba, Cyprus, CzechoslovaIda,. Denmark, Ecuador,
El S21vador,Etbiopia, Federation of Malaya, Finland,
Ghana, Greece, Gua.temala, Guin~, Haiti,. Honduras,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel,
Ivory Coast, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Mada­
gascar, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,. Poland,
Romania, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Togo,
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
RepUblic, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Albania, Argentina, Bolivia, Bulgaria;
Burma, Byelorussfan Soviet Socialist Republic, Cam­
bodia,Camer-oun, Central African RepUblic, Ceylon,
Chad.

Against: France,Portu.gal, Spam, Union of South
Africa, Belgium, Brazil. . .

AQstaining: Chile; China, Colombia, Dominican Re­
publiCi !1Illy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, United King­
dom of Great Bri1ain and Northern Ireland, United
states of America, Australia, AUE.1tria, Canada.

Draft resolution 11 was adopted by 68 votes to~,

with 17 abstentions.

94. The PRESIDENT: Two or three n1.eT;Q.bers of the
Assembly have expressed a desire toaxplain their
voteaafter the voting. leaUfirstonthe representative
of Spain.

95. Mr. DE LEQUERICA (Spain) (translated from
Spanish): The Spanish delegation wishes to have it
placed on record in the Assembly that it abstained
on draft resolution I submitted by the Fourth Com­
mittee in document A/4651 because, though the prin­
ciples set aut therein contain valuable ideas, the draft
seems to us to be confused, imprecise and open to
erroneous interpretation.

96. We voted against draft resolution llcontained
in the same report because we did not think it fair
that, without the elementary formaUty~fpublishing
and circulating the text of the previous draft resolu­
tion that the' Assembly has just approved (draft
resolution. I in. document A/4651), conclUSions preju­
dicial' to a specific' country should be drawn from
that text.
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resolution JI which has just been adopted. My delega­
tion adheres to ,its view that it is not for the General
Assembly to e;,cpress an opinion.whether or not an
obligation eXists to transmit 1nfonnat1c:m under Ar­
ticle 73 e in any particular case.

110.. In l"esolution 1467 (XIV), the General Assem.bly
expressed the opinion that it would be dash'able for it
to enumerate the' prinoiples wh!ch should guide
Membel"s-I repeat, Mem.bers-in datarmin1ngwhether
or not an obUgation enets to transmit the inforuw.tion
called for in Article 73 e. For this reason we were
unable to' Yote for or against this partlcular resolu­
tion, .since to do either might have been taken as an
expression of opinion on the substance of the matter
dealt with in the resolution. We therefore ab.atained.

111,. I should, however, llke to make two comments
upon this resolut!on~ The latter part of the third
preambular paragraph states that the denial ofthe right
of dependent peoples to self-determmaUon constitutes
a threat to interna:tional peace. This language seems
to my delegation to be exaggerated. It is not clear to
us in any case preclsely what it m.eans. The words
'a t1n. eat ••• t,o int,ernational peace' are words which
in thl. United Nation.s should, in ourview,be used with
extreme care and only in ciroumstances where they
hiive a more precise meaning. We question whether
the uae of these words was justified or necessary :In
this resolution, and we regret that these words were
inclUded.

112. My other comment is the following. This resolu­
tion singles out from all the Members of the United
Nations the Government of Portugal. The Government
of the United Kingdom has a long-standing friendship
with Portugal, a friendship whioh is as strong today
as it has e'Yer been. OUrtreatyrelatlonswUh Portugal
date back to the fourteenth century, and in all those
Idx Jnmdred years our countries have enjoyed the
close$t ties and have remained amicably atpeace with
one ano1her. A ;resolution singling out Portugal is
therefore naturally distressing to us. Thtsresolutlon,
moreover, deals with a matter which in our view I.t is
for the GOvernment of Portugalrather than the General
Assembly to determine. For that reason we were
'unable to support it.

AGENDA ITEM 8
Adoption of the agenda (coni inued)*

TlIIRD REPORT OF 'l"HE GENERAL COMMI'I'TEE
(A/4634)

113. The PRESIDENT: As members of the Assembly
will see, in paragraph 7 of its report [A/4634] the
General Committee makes two recommendations:
(1) that the Assembly should reoess the flfteenth
session on 20 December 1960,and (2) that the Assembly
should resume the fifteenth sessiQn on 7 March 1961.

114. The amendment pZlopo.sed by Bulgaria [A/L.329]
relates to the seooTttd of these two recommendations.
and 1 would therefore propose that the ASsemblyshould
turn Its attention first to the first recoD1D1endation,
which conce:rns' the recess date.
115., As members of the Assemblyareawar.e, desPite
the &.Teat efforts of the Main Con:un1ttees, the situation
resultiug from the current siate. of the work of the

. session ntakes it impo,asible to complete the con­
sidel'atic>n Of the agenda by 17 Deoember0 v,/hiehis the

*R13sumed from the 910th rno\!tlng.
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Assembly assucb., was Qed solely for the purpose of
questioning and attaoking 'the replles of two Member
Governments-in particular, the Portuguese .teply­
and it never occurred to delegations that were we to
rnakea proper assessment of the principles of the
report, then an opportunity should have been given to
all Member Governments to study the report in its
final text, something which the Fourth Committee
.s:lmply refused to do.

10~ We cannot e3cape the conclusion, therefore,
that there was a purpose of discrimination against
some countries, thereby violating the principle cf the
equality of Member states which is embodied in the
Charter.

104. My delegation thinks it only right to point out
that the views I am expressing are not held by my
delegation alone. With regard to the correct inter­
pretation of Article 73 and, in the context of its
application" in respect of the voluntary obligations
which may stem therefrom, and again on the questlon
of the competence oftb.e Assembly, many other delega­
tions both. in past sessions and at this session have
expressed 'Views similar to those which 1 have just
outlined. 1 do not propose to take the time of the
Assembly and I shall refrain from making any quota­
tions, but I would draw the attention ofmembera to the
statements which were made at the 1049tb meeting of
the Fourth Committee in explanation of votes cast in
respect of the resolution 1 am referring to by some
delega:tions-among others, the delegations of the
United states, the United Kingdom, France and
Belgium-and all were to the effect that the resolution
which has now been approved is notinconformity with
a correct interpretation of Article 73 nor in ac­
cordance withthe competence of the GeneralAssemblyl'
since it does not ha"fe competence in this case.

105. This opinion was alsoheldbymanyoth.erdelega..
tlons as recently as the fourteenth session, but they
m,ye changed their attitude at this session for reasons
'ot.tbeir own, reasons which, unfortunately, remain
unknown tQ us.
106. Finallyt it is the duty of m.y delega1;f.on to refer
to another point. Whatever the interpreiation any of
US may holdaa to the meaning of Artiole 73, and
whatever the views anyone may have as to the com.­
petence of the Assembly in this matter, it has been
maikl abundantly clear, both in the Fourth Comrilittee
and in tb,is Assembly, that. Article 73 does not apply
to Portugal and that, th~refore,no obligations may be
placed on my Government in connexion 'W1th the im­
plem.entation of that proYis1on. Any attempt in an
opposite direction means a flagrant Yiolation of Ar­
ticle 2., paragraph 7, ,.of the· Charter.

107. 1 do not wish to .comment in detan on the actual
text of the resolutlon. My delegation believes that the
reasons which I have iustset forth are sufficient to
explain the stand of my delegation. Those were the
reasons ,,'blch compelled my delegation to cast a
negative vote.

108. In view of the decision taken by the Assembly,
howeTer, it is my duty .categorically to res'~rvelthe
position of my Government, as my delegation did in
the Fou:rth Committee [1048th meeting], in respect
of this resolution.

109. Mr. ORMSBY..GORE (United K;Jngdom): I should
like to explain the vote of my delegation ondxaft
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128. You have noticed even. today that manyrls~erva­
tions were ma4e on some qf1he decisions we\tookal$o
regard1n~. cot6nial· problemS. There ...••. are~, beS~ds~,
seventt()ther. questi~ns wh!ch\closely affect the y:pun~
~tiO)m'of .Africa~ The Assembly has not even had ail
opportunity of siartmg ~a·discussionon tne que~tion:
of the economic or .other assistance to be given to'
these countries, ~lspite.o{the urgency claimed":"and
rightly so-for the discuSsion and solution of these
problems. If I remember 'aright,the United States
delegation itself also stressed how urgent it was to
give priority to disCUsSing these problems.

1.29. I should also tl.ot omit to emphasize that such
burning questions as the poUcy of "apartheid" in the
Union of South Africa and the situation in Oman have
not ooentouched on eithel"$ And no one can possibly
deny both these are cases of serious Ii.D.d bloody dis­
putes, involving flagrant breaches of the basic prin­
ciples of the Charter-in a wOI'd; that they co:n~ern

elementary rights in the life ofthousands and thousands
of human beings.

130.' I shall not dwell further on the importance and
urgency of these and of several other ,questions, but
I think it is difficult to find valid, concllHsive reasons
which would just!fya decisiontodefer their discussion
and their solution for so long.

131. Another reason whywe feelan adjCU1'mIlent oftbe
session until 7 March 1961 to be unjustified lies in the
fact that several international conferences are
scheduled for the months of March and April. There
ia, first, the spring session of the Economic and·

948th m.eeting - 15 December 1960
1

123. Mr. TARABANOV (Bulgaria) (translated from,
Frenoh):The delegation of the People's Republic of
Bulgaria has proposed an amendment [A/L.329] to the
third report of the General Co:mm.ittee [A/4634]. This
amendm.ent consists in replacing, inrecommenda­
tion (2) in paragraph 7, the words "7 March" by
•23 January". In other words, the proposal is to de...
cide to fix 23 JanWl\ry as the date for resuming the
'Work of the fifteenth session.

124. There are several reasons why, in our delega­
tion's opinion, it would be very important net to
interrupt our work for as long a period as nearly
three months. In the first place, it should be pointed
out,that there has never been such a long interruption

da:'~' previously fixed by the Assembly as the clos:lng in the history of our Organization. It Dlight wellb,1
date of the session. As the situation stands now, the aSked whether there are any really valid reasons tba1~
Second, 'Third, F1ftb and S:lxtb Conunittees are. ex- make it necessary to have such a long interruption of
pected to complete their work before the end of this the present session. U we take a closer look at the '
part of the se.asion, but the othel~Committees, that is situation as it is at present, it cannot but be realized
to say the First, the Special Political and the Fourth that precisely the contrary ia true. Hitherto,the
Conunittees-and perhaps also the Fifth Committee, General Assembly has never left such a large number
at least on a s~d-by basis-willhave to resume their of important and even urgent problems undiscuased
work after '!he recess. In paragraph 7 of its ,..eport, and undecided. '
there,fore,tbe 'General Committee recommends ~ the' 125. 'Ibe long· Ust<of1hese questions iskn.own to all
General Assembly that it should recess on 20 De- delee:ations but I would still like to mention several
~ember instead of 17 December. . of the mote important Ones .so that the Assembly
116. I might point out at this jtmcture.. because tbis should fully realizf) the decision it is about to take.
was a point on which considerable stress was laid at '..'. '
the.meeting of the General Conunittee [132nd meeting], 126. To begin with, there are a whole series of
that :In recommending this change of date the General problems conoerning Africa. Yesterday, as you know,
Committee was ipso facto reoommending to the the Gener~l Assembly adopted ~~tnQuslyadeclara­
Assembly a reversal of its previous decision to fix tI.on on the final abolition of wOl~Uirlalism [resQlu-
17 December as the clos:lng date of 'the session. tion 1514 (XV»).This resolution. provides that imme-

. ,diate, conorete steps will toe ta.~~n with a view to
117. Isball ask the Assembly'first to express itself achieving this noble objec1.1.ve of liberating all the
on the date now recommended for the reoess of this colonial peoples. The discussions on this queation
part of the fifteenth session" that is to say 20 Decem- have clearly shown that the eXeCll1tion of this task is
ber 1960 instead of 17 December 1960_ regarded aaurgentbythegrea,tmajorityofdelegations.
1'18 Smce there is no objection to this reoommenda- It was also notioeable, however, that on the 'Very day
tio; I .shall take it that the recfimmencIation is ap. that this resolution was voted, the representatives of
pra:ed . , certain colonial Powers tried from this rostrum to

. • give a curious kind of interpretation to certain provi....
It was so decided. sions of this resolution.

"'-
119. The PRESIDENT: I now come to the second 127. This has certainly caused gt'ave concern as
reoommendation made by the General Committee: that regards the strict and loyal appUcationofthis resolu_
the Assembly should resume its session on 7 March tion andproves the necessityfor the General Assembly
1961. This recommendation was made by the General and more especially, the Fourth Committee, to set~
Committee on the understanding that the question of work as SOon as possible preparing the implementation
the new closing date for the session would be fixed of the immediatei;measuresenvisagedinthishistorical
by the Assembly after reconvening. In connexion with document.
this recommendation to resume on 7 March, the
Assembly has before it two documents towhich I would
invitg attention.

120. The first is documentA/4647, containinga report
of the Secretary-General on the financial implications
of the resumed se.ssion. The second, which requires
special attention at the moment, is documentA/L,,329,
which contains an amendment by Bulgariawhichwould
replace the words -7 March", the date recomtnJsnded
by the General Committee as the date of resuml()tlon,
by the date "23 January".

121. I would ask the A~eembly to. decide 'the date of
the resumption of the fifteenth session on the basis of
these two proposals which are before it.
122. I call :first on the representative of Bulgaria
who SUbmitted the amendment to the report of the
General Committee.
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139. As regards the date ofthe recess, the Assembly's
original closing date-not reCeSS date, but closing
date-was, as we all lmow, 17 December. It was my
delegation's view during the General Committee dis­
cussion that we should adhere to· that date. The
General Committee, however, decided to recommend
extendingtbJ,s part of the session to 20 December.
The UJ»ted states delegation is content with that
recommendation, if the majority of delegations finds
it. convenient to continue our work for an extra three
days.

140. As regards the date ofresumption, ten members
of the General Committee favoured 7 March, three
voted against that date and the remainder abstained
from the vote. The United states $trongly favours the.
date of 7 March. We must to a certain extent take
issue with the representative ofBulgariaby reminding
him that the seventh session of the Assembly resumed
extremely late in February-my recollection is that
it was the very last day of February-of 1953.

141. we believe that a. generous recess will be good
for the General Assembly. For over three months we
have been worldng night and day in a highly charged
atmosphere. Furthermore, before this session began
we worked hard in a special session of the Assembly•.
This has. been a great physical and nervous strain on

. many representatives-I dare say on the greatmajority
of representatives. Now, representatives are un­
doubtedly glad to make sacrifices in the lmowledge
tb2.t their work is important. But by the same token
the very importanoe of their work requires that those
who do it should not be too' tired to think and act
effectively. We sincerely believe that a long inter­
mission will be good not only for the representltives
as individuals but for' the work in· which we are all
engaged. Not only will it give us a rest, but we hope
that it will also help to dissipate some of the heated,
and'. sometimes embittered, atmosphere which has
been generated here in these hectic weeks, and will
allow Governments tinle for reflection on the im­
portant issues which r.~main and time for the con­
sultat.iO'ns which are al't"eady being hailed and which
could start in the comparatively near future.

142. There are a number of very important inter­
national conferences scheduled for the early ,part of
1961. As the representathl'e of Bulgaria has said, we
should try to a:vc,id conflicts with th'.>se other con­
ferences, although some degree of conflict is perhaps
inevitable. Actually that consideration has been taken

. into account in regard to the date of 7 March, and ,I
believe that that date does meet the c·onvenience of the
great majo:r;ity he:r:e. In passingv.I may say that (~ertain
delegations seem to intend to press for a apecial
session on disal'nla,ment im.m.ediately after the end
of the regulal' sass.ion of the Assembly.. According to
those delegations, the regular. session of the Assembly
should resume on 23 January.. But we should then
face exactly the, same possibility of conflicts with
other- important conferences..

143.. An()fb.e~ consideration tuat has been raised is
~e expense of homeward travel from UnitedNation~

Headquarters for many delegations; this consideration \
waS raised in the Gen'3:ra! Committee but, as I ra­
m,ember, has not so far been mentioned in the General
Assembly~ But under the Buig-arLan·proposalrepre­
sentatives would eitberhave to stall' in New York for.
more than a month or return home for consultltions,
vacations, and so forth• .Now, the costofbringing thexn.

Social Council, which ontbis occasion is of quite
special importance because ofthe problemswithwhich
this prlncipa.l.organ of the United Na:tlonswillbe'faced .
as a result of the adlnissionof seventeen.~ewMem­
bers, all of them deeply interested in the problems
of United Nations technical and economic assistance,
of the industrialization of the under-developed coun­
tries and all the other economic and social problems.

132. Next, there is a conference on diplomatic inter­
course and immunities which is scheduled to take
place in Vienna from 2 March to 14.April.

133. Whe~ the question of the date for the resumption
of the work' of the fifteenth session was discussed in
the Assembly's General Committee, some delegations
asserted that these were confe.fences of specialists
and therefore it would be no inconvenience to Govern­
ments to take part simultaneously in the work of these
conferences and the work of the General Assembly.

134. That may be true but only for a small number
of countries, which incidentally are favourably placed
as regards the location ofUnited Nations Headquarters,
but we should think of the unfavourable S'ituationin
which many countries will be placed and the con­
siderable difficulties they will' face. We have all bad
occasion to realize the difficulties alreadye1JCWrienced
by several delegations during these lastthreemonths.

135. The third reason why our delegation considers
that the wo;rk of the .Assembly should be resumed as
soon. as possible is no less important. it would be
de'i~irable to be able to discuss and settle a large
number of the questi0&8 on our agenda in ,January and
February. If the proposa.l to resume our work on
7 March is adopted, we run the risk of giving world
publicoplniQn the unfavourable impression that our
sessions drag on indefinitely, that our Orga,nization
is unable to make an effective contribution to the
801ution of international problems and is concealing
its defects and its impotence behind a screen of in­
terminable and fruitless dlsCUGsionsu This applies
more particularly tQ the question of disarmament.
W~ all know that this question is still in suspense;
yet it should be settled, as otherwise t1}e countries
and peoples 'vill find themselves in a situation where
it will be impossible to foresee how the world will be
able to develop in future.
136. We also had a proposal laid before us by certain
countries that, as soon as the ord1nal"ysession, closed,
a special session should be held ondisarmament. That
is a proposal wTuch, I feel, should be .supported by
every country. But it is essential thatwe Should finish
our work, which is equally important and shOUld
already 'be completed, before this special session.

137. For all these reasOlUl, the Bulgarian delegation
considers that special importance should be attached
to the question of t.1J.e date for the resumption. of our
work and it hopes that the Assembly will, in this
connexion, take a decision whichwill reflect a serious
attitude towards the tasks and pl"tJblems facing our
Organization. We invite all the countries to vote in
favour of the anlendment we have submitted and thus
en.a;bleus to finish our work 8.S soon as possible.

138li Mr. WADSWOR'rH (United states of America):
The General Assembly has before it the recommendll­
tion of the General Committee that the presentses.sion

. should be recessed on 20 December and resumed on
7 March 1961. The United States supports. thgLt
recommendation.
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157. As for the fatigue to which the United States
representative referred, Ithinktbatdespite the fatigue
which all representatives, including the United states
delegation, are feeling,' a month*s rest will be SUffi..
cient, especially as Mr. Wadsworth said that in :Jact
he and possibly his colleagues would not have to con­
tinue worldng at the reswnedsession since,~ early
~s January, there will be, new people with fresh
energies. We accordingly believe thatbetweennowand
23 January we aha,ll, have quite enough time to rest
and to prepare for the resumption of our discussion
of those problems whose solution brooks no delay"

158. Mr. MAJOLI (Italy): When we tackle any issue
in this Assembly, we always think of the :Interests of
the United Na1,ions as a whole: whichsolutlonis ))(~tter

for the work of the United Nations?

159. M:l11ions of men all over the world arewatcbing
our work anxioUsly and are waiting for results. The
question that faces us is only this: should the1"e bea

152. Mr. ZORIN (Union of SoVietSQCiaUstRepublics)
(translated from Russian): When we .discuss the
question of the future work of our session, we must
bear in mind what it is that all states and peoples
expect of the General Assembly and the fact that at

. this pati, ·Qf the ses.sion we are ~vingno success in
solving rh number of serious and important problems,
including, for example, tile pl'oblem ofdisarmament-­
it seems that on this main problem we shall not suc­
ceed in finding an agreed solution. '!"his fact compels
us not to defer discussion of this and other problems
indefinitely,'and to try to find a basis for such agreed
JiJolutions as quickly as possible.

153. Accordingly, the SoViet Union delegationsiated
in the General Conunittee, [132nd meeting]. and con.­
siders·it necessary to state again here, its view that
we cannot postpone the resumption of the work of this
session for a lengthy period. We·thinkthat the General

. Assembly should make every effort to ,reconvene as
soon as possible in order to complete discussion of
the urgent problems that were OIl the a~nda of this
session and that we 'have not been able to solVe at
this first part of the sessions That is the first point
we think should be made.

154. A second point to be brought out is this: ifwe
organize our work as is now proposed and as was
proposed by the majority in the General CoDlttlittee.
we shall, have a .session of meetings extending un.­
interruptedly over abn.O$t a whole year. Indeed; we
.are nOW worldng until December, after which there
will be.. an .interval of three months; the resumtad
sesSion will be~.m imm.ediatelyafter 1.hat a.nd will, it
seems,contlnue until mid-Aprll~bearing in mind the
progra.:mItt.i.e of work that has been indicated. Half a
year will thus Toe taken up with the continuation ,)fthe
previous session.

155. If, as is quite possible, the question 'ariSes of
con~~ninga special sessioD. ondJsarmament, we IShatJ,
have to meet again atmid-year to solve this extremely
important problem of 'general and complete dis­
armament, which concerns all states a,.ndwhich cannot
be further posq»oned.

156. 'We believe that it is inadmissible to dragtbings
out for a whole year in this fashi~ 'J.'1la.tiswhy we
consider it absolutelyessential tbatweahould organiZe
the work of our resumed session as quicklyas..p~­
sfole.

948tb meeting - 15 December 1960

back to New York on 23 January would be exactly the
. sam~ as, the cost of bringing them back on 7'March.

144. Only three of the seven Coxn.mittees will have to
meet continuously during the resumed session, andwe
hope that at least one of them ,will not have to meet
for more than a week; the Fifth Committee, a.s the
President has said, will have to be available on a
stand-by basis, perhapl~, to consider the financial
im )Ucatlons of theothe:r Committees' work. It will
therefore be unnecessary fo:l." Member states to send
back complete delegations, and the expense will be

. correspondingly reduced.

145. On all those grounds the United.States urges the
Assembly to adopt the date of 7 March for the re­
sumption of the session.

146. May I say, since I shall not be a representative
to the Assembly next year, regardless of when the
session resumes, that I hope that the session will
reconvene in an atmosphere of harmony and that its,
work will prosper. .

Mr. Nesbltt (Canada). VIce-President. took the
Chair.

147. Mr. NOSEK (Czechoslovakia): The Czechoslovak
delegation seriously doubts the y.risdom of the recom­
mendation of the General Committee that the fifteenth
session of the' General Assembly. should resume its
work on 7 March 1961. We are of the'opinion that this
would mean an unnecessarlly long break between the
two parts of the session, which cannot be justified
and is therefore undesirable.

148. We can recall some past sessions ofthe General
Assembly, as, for fnstance ll the sixth sessiorJ.inParis
in 1951 and the eleventh session in New York in 1956,
when the Assembly resumed iJr~ediately after the
New Year.

149. There is also the fact tbt~t on the agenda of the
current session, particularly of th.~ Committees deal­
ing with political ma.tters, there are still many im.....
portant .questioWSl whose consideration brooks no un­
necessary delay, and this fact, as already pointsd out
by the representative of Bulgariaj) also speaks agab1~t
any long break between the two parts of tht." session.

150. In the General Com.rn.ittee, some representat.ives
claimed that a long break betNeen the twoparts of the
session is desirable because of the change in the
Government of the United States. Even ifwe admit that
the change of the United states Government has an
influence on various spheres of internal life in the
United states 11 we see noreason""hythat change should
be Unkedto the activities of the United NatioDS'l On
numerous occasions, it has been correctly pointed()1.J.t
that it is inadmis~liblefor the activities of the United.
Nations to be influenced in any way by the political
situation in the United states simply because the
Headquarters of the United Nations is located in
New York..

151" For these reasons, to which we should also add
considerations of the financial aspect of the matter,
the Czechoslovak delegation holds the view that the
break between the two parts of the fifteenth session.
of the General Assembly should be as sb.art as pos­
sible. Therefore, the Czechoslovak delegation fully
supports the proposal of the delegation of Bulgaria,
contamed in document A/L.329, tbatthe second part
of' the' fifteenth .session be convened on 23 January
1961.
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not to have to attend a resumed session just at the
time when they haye a change. Qf government.

165. I turn lastly to another issue. Since we are
considering the report of the General Committee in
document A/4634, I would refer to the last paragraph
of that document, which mentions a proposal by the
represen1atlve of Romania to adjourn the debate on
another issue; and I would ask the socialist countries
to consider that, as requesbdbYRomania, the General
Committee readily agreed to the postponement of the
consideration of an item requested by three Western
Powers, which Powers readily agreed to the adjourn­
ment, thus proving their wilUngness to avoid. a new
controversy. I hope that the socialist countries will
return this ldndness by accepting the date proposedby
us for the resumption of this session ofthe Assembly.
I am sure that many delegates will appreciate it,.

Mr. Ba1and (Ireland) resumed tbe Chair.

166. The PRESIDENT: There being no further speak­
ers on th:1s matter, perhaps the Assembly would now
proceed to decide the issue. The Assembly has before
it, in the first instance, the amendment tothe General
Committee's report submitted by Bulgaria [A/L.329].
This amendment proposes to substitute the date of
23 January, as the date of resumption, for the date of
7 March proposed by the General Committee. I put
this amendment, first, to the Assembly.

The amendment was rejected by 49 votes to 1.2. witb
1'1 abstentions.

167. The PRESIDENT: I now put to the Assembly the
recommendation made by the General Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report, that the Assembly should
resume the fifteenth session on 7 March 1961.

The recommendation was adopted·by 56 votes to 9,
with 1.0 abstentions.

"
168~ The PRESIDENT: I now invite the General
Assembly to turn its attention briefly to paragraphs 8
and 9 of the Gene1"al Committee's report [A/4634]
dealing with a request for the inclusion ofan additional
item entitled WReview of the methods and procedures
of the General Assemblyw. in the agenda ofthe fifteenth
session. In paragraph 9 of its report the General
Committee informs the Assembly that it decided, on
the proposal of the represen1ative of Romania, to
adjourn debate on the proposed item on the under­
standing that the question of its inclusion remained
on the Committee's agenCJa and would be considered
at the begJnning of the resumed fifteenth session.

169~ If I hear no objections, I shall take it that the
Assembly also approves the contents of paragraphs 8
and 9 of the General Commi,ttee's report.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 6.55p.m.
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one-month recess ora twO-month recess? Itseems to
US that a longer interval wo'tild assure better results
and the more ,efficient and expedient conduct of our
w01"k when we resume our session"

160. After such a tong and tiring session, :where
there has been considerable tension, we sincerely
think that, taldng into account the fact also that many
representatives have their homes and their Govern­
mentsquite far away, a recess of twomonths is more
appropriate than a shorter one. A recess ofone month
would not actually, to our mind, be particula:J;'ly use­
ful; it would be better in that case, since we are
pressed for work, to stop for a few days only and then
go on worldng~ I say that,· perhaps, ~r ab.surdum,
because, as some members will recall, I strongly
opposed resuming work immediately on 3 January,
as was originally proposed, and. I suggested that we
should take up our work again on 7 March.

161. If we gave the representative~ a shorter time .
within which to go to their countries and constdt with
their Governments., they would not have a sufficient
opportunity for medi1ation, reconsideration and ap­
praisal of the situation as a whole before coming back
refreshed, perhaps with a new outlook which might
lead. to a constructive approach in the mterests of
all. If we only gave the representatives four weeks-

.because that is what it would amount to if we re­
convene .on 23 January as suggested in the amendment
proposed by BUlgaria-they would hardlyhave the time
in which to go to their far-away countries, have some
deserved rest, and have the possibility of really re­
viewing the situation with their Governments. We all
!mow how quickly time flies. Iiwould be time agaiJl
for them to leave for the United Nations, and the,
would resume work in more or less the same fr3.me

.of mind in which they now leave.

162. Let US think also of the staff of the Secretariat
and of the many experts concerned with the financ13.1
aspects, who have all been worldng very hard indeed.

163. Those ai-e the main reasons why we strongly
support the data of 7 March~ In addition, I would
avpeal to all represen1atives to consid~r another
aspect-the aspect of courtesy• I really sincerely feel
that courtesy should be a rule in international raJa,.
tions as well as in private relations. We all !mow that
the great democracy which is one of the biggest
sponsors of the United Nations will have a change of
administration in January. It is highly advisable, I
think,that we leave the new Administration of the
United States appropriate time for taking over,·con­
sidering and adjusting itself to its new tasks..

164. I feel sure that if by any chance the country
Which is represented-by the represen1ative who pre­
ceded me or, for tbat matter, the country sponsoring
the amendment, were to havt.~ a change ofgovernment,
they would certainly apprech\te it if we enabled them




