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5. If there is not objection, I shall consider the Credentials
Committee constituted accordingly.

AGENDA ITEM 4

The printed official records of the plenary meetings
of the General Assembly are published in fascicle
fonn, the record of each meeting being issued
separately. A prefatory fascicle is issued for each
session, containing a table of contents, the agenda
and a check list ofdocument.

It was so decided.

6. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT (interpretation from
French): In this connexion, may I draw the attention of the
members of the Assembly to a note verbale from the
Secretary-General dated 15 August 1975 in which it was
stated that credentials for those representatives who are not
already authorized to represent their Governments at all
sessions of the General Assembly should be issued in
accordance with rule 27 of the rules of procedure.

4. With a view to expediting the work of the special
session, and in accordance with precedents, it might be
appropriate if the Credentials Committee were to consist of
the same members as those appointed for the twenty-ninth
regular session, namely: Belgium, China, Costa Rica, Philip­
pines, Senegal, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America and
Venezuela.

AGENDA ITEM S

Election of the President

provides that a Credentials Committee shall be appointed at
the beginning of each session and that it shall consist ofnine
members to be appointed by the General Assembly on the
proposal of the President.

8. Mr. GARCIA ROBLES (Mexico) (interpretation from
Spanish): As paragraph 5 (a) of the document to which the
President has just referred indicates, the Economic and
Social Council, at its I980th meeting, decided to recom­
mend to the General Assembly:

Organization of the session

7. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT (interpretation from
French): The Assembly has before it part one of the
addendum to the report of the Economic and Social
Council [A/10003/Add.1J.

1
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Agenda item 6:

Adoption of the agenda

AGENDA ITEM 3

The representatives stood in silence.

Minute of silent prayer or meditation

Agenda item 7:
Development and international economic co-operation ... 10

Opening of the Session by the Chairman
of the Delegation of Algeria

AGENDA ITEM 2

AGENDA ITEM 1.

Agenda item 5:
Organization of the session 1

President: Mr. Ahdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA (Algeria).

Agenda item 4: ,
Election of the President 1

Agenda item 3:
Credentials of representatives to the seventh special session

of the General Assembly:
(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee 1

Agenda item 2:
Minute of silent prayer or meditation 1

Agenda item 1:
Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation

of Algeria 1

CONTENrS

3. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT (interpretation from
French): We shall proceed to the appointment of the
Credentials Committee. Rule 28 of the rules of procedure

Credentials of representatives to the seventh special session
of the General Assembly:

(0) Appointment of the Credentials Committee

2. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT (interpretation from
French): I invite repr~sentatives to stand and observe one
minute of silent prayer or meditation.

1. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT (interpretation from
French): I declare open the seventh special session of the
General Assembly.
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21. It was at their Fourth Conference in Algiers in·
September 1973 that the Heads of State and Government
of the non-aligned countries proposed the convening of this
special session.

23. The need to establish new relations between the
developed and the developing countries was to be illus­
trated spectacularly a few short weeks after the Algiers
Conference by the decision of the members of the
Organization of Petroleum Exportinl Countries IOPEC] to
put an end to several centuries of plunder by fixing
themselves, as sovereign countries, the price of that
resource so essential to their national development.

18. It only remains for me to express my genuine pride at
being able once again to preside over your work and all my
glatitude for this new sign of confidence that you have
been good enough to show in the members of the General
Committee. It is our ambition to merit that confidence and
for my own part I thank you from the bottom of my heart.

19. We are meeting again at a special session of the
General Assembly to consider the problems of international
co-operation and development.

17. The Vice-Presidents of the twenty-ninth session who
will serve in the same capacity at the special session are the
follOWing Member State~: Austria, Central African Repub­
lic, China, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Haiti,
Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Mexico, Nepal, Nicaragua, Philip­
pines, Romania, Union of So'tiet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America and Zambia.

20. While the great political problems that affect the peace
and security of nations obviously cannot be solved without
a revolution in the economic relatjons among peoples, the
priority that we are giving here to the development of the
third world and to the stability of the world economy is
proof of the progress achieved by our Organization.

24. That decision, regarded by the champions of the
established order as a threat to their economic hegemony,
emerges in retrospect as an event of capital importance, the
lessons and long-term repercussions .of which may be
salutary in more than one respect.

25. What had in fact been demonstrated was that, judi­
ciously employed, the natural resources of the developing

22. That proposal, made upon the completion of a
thorough study of the causes of under-development, when
the premonitory signs of a serious crisis in the world
economy were already appearing, showed the determina­
tion of those countries to free themselves from the unjust
and oppressive relations imposed upon them and to work
sin~erely, through dialogue, for the establishment of
genuine international co-operation.

"That the General Committee of the seventh special Committee of the twenty-ninth session, Mr. Carlos Ortiz de
session should be the same as the General Committee of Rozas of Argentina, is present at the special session. I
the twenty-ninth regular session". would therefore request the delegations of Sweden, Iraq,

Mali, Mongolia, Greece and Yugoslavia to be kind enough
to convey to the Secretariat the names of the represen­
tatives who will be replacing last year's Chairmen.

16. Regarding the Chairmen of the Main Committees, it is
my understanding that only the Chairman of the First

13. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT (interpretation from.
French): n.e representative of Mexico has drawn our·
attention to a number of recommendations and, first and
foremost, the recommendation fa) of the Economic and
Social Council which is contained in paragraph 5 fa) of part
one of document A/lOOO3/Add.1. He has proposed that, in
order to ensure the representative nature of'the General
Committee, any Chairman of a Main Committee who will
not be present at this special session should be replaced by
a member of his delegation.

14. If there is no objection, may I take it that the General
Assembly decides to adopt that recommendation, and the
proposal made by the representative of Mexico?

It was so decided.

15. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): In
accordance with the decision just taken, the President of
the twenty-ninth regular session will serve as President of
the seventh special session.

12. In this connexion, there is only one aspect of the
Council's recommendation which I consider calls for some
addition, and it is for that reason that my delegation has
asked to be allowed to speak at this juncture. It concerns
the fact that a number of the Chairmen of the Main
Committees of the twenty-ninth regular session will be
absent from the present special session. My delegation
would therefore take the liberty of suggesting that the
Assembly should adopt the same decision as that taken in
previous cases, namely that, in order to ensure the
representative nature of the General Committee, each
Chairman of a Main Committee of the twenty-ninth regular
session who is absent from this special session should be
replaced by another member of his delegation.

11. The other two aspects covered by the Council recom­
mendation are, first, that the Chairmen of the Main
Committees who were elected for the twenty-ninth regular
session of the Assembly should also act as Chairmen for this
special session; and, finally, that those representatives of
Member States who were elected as Vice-Presidents of the
twenty-ninth regular session should continue in the same
posts for this special session.

9. The implementation of that recommendation of the
Economic and S~ial Council covers three points.

10. First, the General Assembly would request Mr. Abdel­
aziz Bouteflika, the Foreign Minister of the People's
Democratic Republic of Algeria, to preside over the
deliberations of the seventh special session of the General
Assembly. And, for all of us who witnessed the outstand­
ingly efficient manner in which Foreign Minister Boute­
flika presided over the twenty-ninth regular session of the
Assembly, it is quite clear that this recommendation of the
Council will be approved by acclamation by the Assembly.
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countrie.s c?uld ~ecome the decisive instrument of their realized in practice, either because of delays, which must be
econonuc ltberatlon, to the extent that those countries eliminated, or because of reluctance which must be
could combine their forces in order to secure control over overcome. '
those resources and apply them to serve their peoples.
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26. It also became clear that the prosperity of the West is
derived to a large extent from the draining of the wealth
and exploitation of the labour of the peoples of the third
worlQ t 'l'1d that its economic apparatus, imposing though it
be, rests on fragile and vulnerable foundations.

27. At a time when the complexity of the world economy
stresses the interdependence of States, it is no longer
possible for anyone to impose solutions of his own choice.
Whereas the development of one group presupposes co­
operation and solidarity, the pursuit of growth by another
demands structural changes which will make equitable
provision for the interests of two thirds of mankind.

28. The Declaration and Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order
{resolutions 3201 (S-rI) and 320.2 (S- VI)} and the Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States {resolution
3281 (XXIX)} are founded essentially on this political
truth, and they therefore provide the best frame of
reference for international economic negotiations.

29. While their results were disappointing in some re-
. spects, the World Food Conference,! the World Population

Conference2 and the Second General Conference of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
I UNIDO} 3 all emphasized, in one way or another, the right
paths to be followed and the appropriate means to be
employed to establish the new international economic
order.

30. Similarly, the Conference of Developing Countries on
. Raw Materials, held at Dakar in February, the Conference

of the Sovereigns and Heads of State of the Member
Countries of OPEC, held at Algiers in March1 and the
Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned
Countries, held in Uma in August, were each clearly new
efforts to strengthen dialogue between developing and
developed countries on the problem::: of raw materials,
energy and development.

31. It is the same need for change which is evoking, among
the public at large, debates, press comment and publica­
tions, and colloquia and symposia organized by universities,
trade-union organizations and young people.

32. An equally significant result of the sixth special
session of the Assembly was the spirit of solidarity made
manifest in the decision to come to the aid of the
developing countries most affected by the economic crisis.

33. It is true that the implementation of the Special
Programme adopted for that purpose I resolution
3202 (S-VI), sect. X} has been far from satisfactory, and
the intentions expressed at the time have not all been

1 Held at Rome from 5 to 16 November 1974.
2 Held at Bucharest from 19 to 30 August 1974.
3 Held at Lima from 12 to 26 March 1975.

34. The member countries of OPEC, for their part, have
made noteworthy efforts. For example, during 1974 alone
they transferred to other developing countries almost 2.5
per cent of their gross national product, or the equivalent
of five times the average annual contribution of the
developed countries during the last decade.

35. Despite reservations and restrictions-which will, in
any event, gradually become more blurred-the sixth special
session of the General Assembly will therefore have
constituted for the international community as a whole an
occasion that marked its realization of the irue nature and
magnitude of the problems of development.

~6. It is in this context that the work of this session of the
Assembly must be approached.

37. The seventh special session confronts each one of us
with historic responsibilities. What kind of world do we
want to build? What kind of future are we to prepare for
coming generations? These questions must be given an
uneqUivocal answer, and a choice must be made between
the two alternatives in the dilemma which confronts us.

38. The first alternative is to create, together, the condi­
tions for real co-op~ration with a view to restructuring the
world economy by defining new goals and assigning new
purpm:es to world production and trade in order to satisfy,
first of all, the funda.'11ental economic, social and cultural
needs of all mankind. Those goals demand more justice and
more solidarity, particularly with regard to the poorest, and
reqUire Vlat the exploitation of the develo~ing countries be
ended a~ speedily as possible and that the obstacles placed
by the present system of international relations in the way
of the development efforts of the third wodd be removed.

39. The second aiternative is for the industrialized coun­
tries, imprisoned in their selfishlles~, to continue to defend
their increasingly vulnerable privileges which will ensure for
them for ';Offi(: little time to come an obsolete order, in the
illusory hope of blocking changes, which are nevertheless
as essential to the development of some of them as they
are, in the long run, conducive to the maintenance of the
prosperity of others. In that event, the developing coun­
tries, whose long experience of frustration and exploitation
has taught them the virtues of solidarity, would have no
alternative but to take up the stance of confrontation being
forced on them, in order to safeguard their vital interests
and the sacred right of their peoples to well-being and
development.

40. The third world, for its part, has made its choice long
ago. In fact, it reaffirmed that- choice solemnly at the
Fourth Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries and at the sixth special session, to
the success of which it made an outstanding contribution.

41. While making the principle of reliance on one's self
and on onc's own forces the basis of its development
strategy, the third world is unceasingly fighting and
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working for true co-operation in a spirit of dialogue and on 49. The system as it now operates is itself the source of
'an equal and mutually advantageous basis. This philosophy the present upheavals, since it leads to the irrational and
is not derived solely from moral considerations; it is an unequal management and distribution of resources. It thus
expression of the legitimate desire of peoples who have makes it impossible for the weakest-that is to say, the
endured centuries of political domination and economic developing countries-to control the planning of their
backwardne~s arid who are still subject to the exploitation production or supplies or to anticipate normal and stable
of capitalist monopolies to promote their own economic growth in their foreign-trade earnings.
development at last in a favourable international context.
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42. It is the industrialized countries \Yhich must now make
their choice by clearly demn~strating their political will to
participate in a practical way in establishing a new
international economic order, the framework and objectives
of which were defined in the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the sixth special session of the United
Nations General Assembly and in the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States.

43. Those documents proclaimed principles and pointed
out the path to be followed after a full, democratic debate;
they r~ceived the almost unanimous support of the inter-

'national community. Their fundamental inspiration is the
spirit of dialogue, and they require, if they are to be
implemented, the since":} support of all Member States. Of
course, it is no part of the intentions of the third world,
regardless of what is said of us, to impose solutions on
anyone. To do so would not be consistent with either the
realism of the developing countries or the purposes of this
Organization.

44. It is our wish and our hope to see Member States,
particularly the industrialized countries, express here their
sincere willingness, in the exercise of their sovereignty, to
undertake obligations and to make commitments in order
to implement the decisions adopted jointly.

45. At the same time, no one can believe that the
conflicting interests and the selfishne,ss cultivated by a
materialistic civilization founded on excessive consumption
and waste'will disappear as if by magic. Accordingly, this
enterprise will be long and difficult. But is not the stake the
very survivall')f man on a planet which has become cramped
and is threatened with drifting aimlessly? .

46. This session must therefore blaze the trail for this long
process of restructuring the world economy, first, by
adopting practical measures to solve one series of priority
problems and, secondly, by establishing the framework and
objectives of subsequent negotiations.

47. A fundamental reform of the world trade system is
one of these priority objectives. If it is to meet fully the
requirements of development, this reform must, first, grant
developing countries non-reciprocal facilities and promote
the unrestricted access of their products to the indus­
trialized countries' markets; secondly, increase their
foreign-trade earnings; and, thirdly, preserve their resources
from monetary upheavals and from the inflation exported
by industrialized countries.

48. Specific and detailed proposals to that end have long
since been made by the developing countries, and they will
be submitted again in the course of our work. I shall
confine myself to mentioning those which we consider to
be of major importance.

50. Accordingly, in order to produce effective co-opera­
tion, consistent with the real interests of the third world
and conducive, ui the long run, to the stability of the
industrialized countries' economies, the paternalistic and
moraliZing attitudes of the past, which led to the fallure
-the foreseeable failure-of the international strategies for
the First and Second United Nations Development Decades,
must be abandoned forever.

51. The new strategy which the third world is proposing
to the international community is based on a pattern of
co-operation which will guarantee to all countries the
possibility of building their economies on the foundation of
their own resources and make international trade the
favoured instrument of an eqUitable world redistribution of
income. It is not, therefore, just a matter of prOViding
access to markets and correcting price mechanisms in order
to reduce the size of fluctuations in the prices of the
developing countries: exports, but, rather, of transforming
all the workings of international trade.

52. Such an approach presupposes a new type of relation­
ship in which concerted action and some degree of planning
on the international scale replace the so-called laws of
supply and demand, which, in reality, merely reflect an
imposed relationship, based on the respective strengths of
the seller and the buyer. .

53. That is why, when the prices of primary commodities
rise, the prices of finished products rise disproportionately;
when the prices of primary commodities fall, the prices of
manufactures, at best, stay at their former level. Thus, in
the end, the movement of the prices of primary com­
modities is highly irregular, whereas that of the prices of
manufactures continue to rise with remarkable regularity.

54. In fact, the only approach which Vim really bring
about the most equitable situation will inevitably involve
the redistribution of income. Otherwise, the laws of the
market, dominated as it is by the st(ongest and most
resilient, will continue to fuel the deterioration in the terms
of trade of the developing countries in an implacable
process which enriches the richest while impoverishing the
poorest.

55. It is thus understandable that the developing countries
should feel compelled to take the necessary protective
measures and ban together in order to improve their

. c'ollective bargaining power. That defensive attitude is not
incompatible with the search for a dialogue. On the
contrary, indeed, it is the pre-condition for a true dialogue
between equal partners.

56. The producer-exporter associations offer the devel­
oping countries an adequate framework for the pooling of
their experience in the fields of production and trade, with
a view to increasing their colle~tive capacity to resist the



65. These institutions will, first, have to mobilize massive
fmancial resources, both in the deveiuped countries and in
other countries which have permanent surpluses, then
adopt acequate policies with regard to grants, loans and
technical assistance and, fin;1}y, simplify t'teir prl)cedures
in order to fulfil their purpose as development banks.

.~

66. In particular, they will have to increase considerably
the proportion of loans granted on favourable terms to the
most disadvantaged countries, the difference between the
current rates and the preferential rates being met from ilie
resources of a multilateral interest~qualization fund.

67. At the same time, the cumulative debt burden of the
countries of the third world, which is hugely the result of
the unequal relationships to which they are subjected, must
be the subject of serious renegotiation on the basis of the
oft-repeated claims voiced in international bodies.

64. Accordingly, it is necessary to take urgent measures to
improve the' present situation and to assign new goals to
international and regional financial institutions.

68. Taken together, these financial resources will enable
the under-dl~veloped countries to institute a true process of
development in which industrialization will be the decisive
factor.

70. Then again, the food crisis affecting vast areas of the
third world, together with the alarming prospects that can
be glimpsed on the horizon, constitutes one of the greatest
threats to peace and to the surviva1 of the human race.

69. This process, which will also provide the means of
acqUiring technology, will be made possible by interna­
tional action designed to bring about the redeployment of
industrial activities throughout the world.

71. The international community is on notice, therefore,
to carry out a fundamental rethinking of the rules
governing the exploitation, management and distribution of
the resources of the planet, which is threatened with
destruction and sterility by an economic order that
undermines the quality of life and functions by ignoring the
most basic needs of the majority of mankind.

51. In the search for a just solution to the problems of raw
materials, the draft integrated programme prepared by the
secretariat of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development f UNCTAD/4, whiich is based on the establish­
ment of a series of international buffer stocks, either
individual or muitiproduct, and on the indexing of the
prices of the goods exported by the developing countries to
the prices of the goods which they import from the
developed countries, constitutes a novel proposal which
warrants the closest attention.

58. The general revaluing of the prices of raw materials at
a profitable level provided for in the integrated programme
will have to be recognized as an act of justice and to be seen
as the surest aud simplest means of channelling to the
developing countries the financial fl~sources which they
need, while protecting them, by means of a suitable
indexing machinery, 'against the effects of the inflation
exported by the industrialized countries and against con­
stantly increasing prices of industrial products and food­
stuffs.

59. At the same time, monetary reform, the urgent need
for which must be emphasized once again, will be required
to ensure the democratic management of international
liquidity and the channelling of a just proportion of such
resources to development purposes and the fmancing ofthe
buffer stocks provided for in the integrated programme for
primary commodities, in confonnity with the apposite and
detailed measures envisaged in the Programme of Action for
the Establishment of a New Internation31 Economic Order.

.60. It goes without saying that the basic reform of
external trade, the restructuring of tlle monetary system
and the revision of the goals and modalities of the transfer
of resources by means of the international monetary system
are the three aspects of one and the same policy. Moreover,
only a global approach will bring about an external climate
favourable to development and, at the level of the world
economy, the stability which will enable every country to
pursue its long-tern1 goals, protected against the vicissitudes
and shocks caused by external disturbances.

,61. At present the developing countries can scarcely
manage to meet two thirds of their needs for external
fmancing from their own resources.
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f I forces of a raw-materials market dominated by the bUyf;fs. 63. It is these limitations, di'tat~d by '=ommercial and
d In the reformed and reorganized system of trade they will sometimes political consideratimls, whl~h divert interna-
s continue to play a beneficial role in the fixing of prices and tional fmanc~al co-operation from its stated goals and
e the regulation of world supply and demand. instead cause the ph,'momenon of a return flow of resources
'Ir to the industrialized countries.
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62. In general, capital imports, including official devel­
opment aid and the assistance of development finance
organizations, have not overcome this deficit. Moreover,
external financial assistance is provided mainly by means of
direct private investment, suppliers' credits, high-interest
loans granted by the international financial institutions and
bilateral official assistance which is often given on ex­
pensive and restrictive technological and commercial terms.

72. Access to food is indissolubly linked with the right to
Bfe. Any pressure designed to limit this right and any
attempt to use the threat' of famine as blackmail would
constitute a serious violation of human rights.

73. In fact,. one field in which efforts really must be
mobilized is that of the production and the distribution of
food-stuffs in order to satisfy man's primary biological
need.
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4 See OJ~7c;al Records of the Trade and Development Board,
Fourteenth Session, First Part, Annex~s, agenda item 4 (b), docu­
ment TDfBf498.

74. It would be perfectly possible to realize such a goal if
the developed countries decided at last to work towards it,
leaving aside any political considerations and using their



"- - - _.. - . - ~. "", . . .' - - . -. ,.- . -'" . . -. - ----, -- .... . -. .

6 General Assembly - Seventh Special Session - Plenuy Meetinp

technological capacity and their resources, including those
which might be released by disarmament.

75. This goal entails the implementation of a coherent
programme which would include both medium-term and
long·-term measures.

76. In the medium-ternl, the aim would be to increase the
exportable surpluses of the developed countries by using all
available means of production. This measure presupposes
the reform of present trade patterns and the regulation of
the prices of essential food-stuffs in order to bring them
within the purchasing power of the poor countries.

77. It would also be necessary to set up world and regional
stocks of a range of major consumer it:>ms and to provide
international financing for them.

78. It would likewise be necessary to increase emergency
bilateral aI~ ..l multilateral assistance in order to eliminate
endemic famines and to make good the shortages caused by
natural disasters.

79. ~n order to solve the long-term problems, it would be
necessary to adopt, henceforth, a programme for the
development of the agricultural potp.ntial of the developing
countries.

80. This programme might be based on financial and
technical resources provided by the existing specialized
agencies and the International Fund for Agricultural Devel­
opment, which would have to be put into operation as
quickly as possible.

81. The implementation of the proposed programme
would also entail the distribution of fertilizers on favour­
able terms.

82. Thi$ external assistance, linked to internal effor ,:. and
judiciously adapted in each case to the specific local
conditions obtaining, will make a valuable contribution to
the modernization of the economic and social structures of
producHon and to the establishment of condItions for
:;"llf-~llfficiency .

83. :Vb" i-.ind has another source of wealth which has so far
remained almost untapped-the riches of the seas and
oceans.

84. That sector of the world economy, in which vast
prospects are opening up, must be ma'1aged in a .rational
and democratic manner for the ben~fit of all peoples,
whether it is a question of fish or mineral resources or of
scientific research.

85. In this connexion, the establishment of an interna­
tional sea-bed authority haVing exclusive jurisdiction over'
the exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean
floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and the
pO.wer to manage those activities directly will provide an
adequate framework for balanced international co-opera­
tion.

~(), All lit..: IUlliUII;. uf t1Hl worJd will then pool their
knowledge and L:xperien~c with a view to the development

ann equitable distribution of marine resources. The seas and
oceans will thus become a factor in bringing peoples
together and ensuring fruitful co-operation aI· 'Jng them.

87. In this connexion, particular attention will have to be
given to the land-locked countries and to the developing
island countries.

88. Generally speaking, special attention will have to be
given to the least advanced countries and special measures
will have to he taken to guarantee them the same
development opportunities as other countries of the third
world. All the measures envisaged, especially those set out
in the Programme of Action adopted by the General
Assembly at its sixth special session, will have to be
implemented without further delay.

89. The success of the effort to reorganize international
co-operation depends to a large extent on the effectiveness
of the economic structures of the United Nations system.

90. These structures were conceived 30 years ago in a
political and economic context which is radically different
from the one which prevails today.

91 . Of course, they have been very useful and have
accomplished a large part of the task for which they were
designed: to provide a universal framework for joint action.
But they must now be adapted to new requirements, in
order to provide the international community with an
effective fr~mework for study and for negotiation.

92. The report prepared by a committee of eminent
expertsS will be submitted for your consideration during
this session.

Q3. Whatever further action Members are considering
giving to this reform project, it is clear, as ind~ed the
eminent experts stress ill their report, that no structural
refonns, however bold they may be, can replace the
political will of States with regard to our Organization.

94. With a view to bringing about concerted international
action, the President of the French Republic took the
initiative of convening last April a meeting on the current
economic crisis.6

95. That meeting did not achieve the desired results
because of the profound' differences of opinion which came
to light concerning both the topics to be discussed and the
goals to be attained.

96. In effect, the industrialized countries showed them­
selves to be concerned exclusively with the defence of their
short-term interest~ llIld to be clinging to outmoded
structures, while the developing countries proposed a joint
global approach to the problems with a view to resolVing
the crisis in the world economy by establishing a new type
of relationship.

S A New United Nations Structure for Global Economic Co-opera­
tion: report of the Group ofExperts on the Structure of the United
Nations System (Unite~ Nations publicr~ion, Sales No. E.7S.I1.A.7).

6 First session of the Preparatory Meeting for the Conference on'
International Economic Co-operation, held at Paris frem 7 to 15
April 1975.
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97. Despite these disagreements, we are convinced that the
Preparatory Meeting for the Conference was not entirely
fruitless since it did lead to the identification of the true
problems.

98. It is encouraging to note that some evolution is
discernible in the attitude of the Western countries, which
now officially recognize the need to give equal attention to
the problems of energy, raw materials and development.

99. The resumption of the dialogue on a constructive basis
will be possible with good chances of success as soon as the
industrialized countries agree to take up in earnest, and
with a genuine desire for results, the search for solutions to
all the questions which are of concern to each of the
families of O-le international community.

100. The success of the future Conference will also
depend on its representative nature. The consensus which
seems to be emerging concerning the broadening of its
membership is a further guarantee of success.

101. It will be necessary in due course to defme the link
to be established between the Conference, the aim of which
is to contribute to the estabolishment of the new interna­
tional economic order, and the United Nations, which
remains the most appropriate framework for concerted
international effort.

102. Clearly it serves no purpose to close our eyes to the
difficulties presented by an enterprise of such scope.

103. The reservations or opposition evoked by the realistic
and relevant proposals of the developing countries are the
external manifestation of a deep conflict of interests which
will persist as long as the industrialized countries continue
to defend their short-term interests instead of seeing
themselves in historial perspective and thereby safeguarding
their long-terms interests.

104. The discussions arising from certain questions re­
garded as essential by the developing countries and the
tactical games familiar to us all, which are simply a means
of evading specific obligations, often reveal ulterior motives
or the secret hope of maintaining or re-establishing, if
possible, the domination destroyed by the struggle for
emancipation which the people~ of the third world IlOW

intend to carry into the field of economic liberation.

105. It is, however, clear that confrontation cannot but be
harmful to everyone.

106. Recent political events have brought this out clearly
yet again, demonstrating the futility of force and the limits
of material power.

107. Thus the common interest demands that we search
for effective solutions, solutions made nece;ssary by the
interdependence of peoples, which represents today a form
of objective solidarity.

108. Therefore only a vision of one united world will
enable us to reach a compromise acceptable to all and
finally to save the wo,rld economy from chaos.

109. In this quest for a new balance based on n~w

relationships, the first step will be for the more fortuna1.e
to make the necessary concessions and yield to the
legitimate aspirations of those to whom history, and
sometimes nature, has been ungenerous. .

110. Is it unduly idealistic to invite the rich countrier; to
put aside their egoism and change their usual pra,ctices in
order to reconcile their true interests with the aspirations of
all mankind for peace, freedom and well-being?

111. In short, what we must ascertain is whether man will
end by turning his power against himself, thereby becoming
the instrument of his own destruction, or whether he will
be able to come to his senses in time and bring his
imagination and his creative geniUS to bear on the building
of a new civilization.

112. The SECRETARY-GENERAL (interpretation from
French): Mr. President, may I address to you my sincere
congratulations on your election to the high post of
President of the seventh special session of the General
Assembly. I am convinced that under your skilful gUidance
the Assembly will deal effectively with the important
matters on its agenda. The stimulating statement that you
have just made will undoubtedly be a valuable contribution
to the work of the present session.

[The Secretary-General continued in English.1

113. The General Assembly is gathered today in special
session to examine the state of world development and of
international economic co-operation and to expand their
dimensions. Within this context this Assembly has also been
called upon to give the goal of development its proper place
in the United Nations system and on the international
stage. This session, therefore, represents an important
landmark in what has been a long process towards the
achievement of the Charter objective of making our world a
better and more just place for all.

114. Since its inception the United Nations has been
intimately involved in the development process. A mere
glance across these 30 years of the Organization's history
provides a clear picture of the great changes that have taken
place, of the progress that has been made, of the~tremen­

dous and increasingly urgent task teat still lies ahead, as
well as of the role of the United Nations as a crucible for
ideas and a catalyst for progress.

115. Indeed, the awareness and the acknowledgement ofthe
need fOf reforming the illternational economic system are
not new. Such a reform has been called for time and time
again. The history of the United Nations contains numerous
efforts the results of which, although disappointing when
compared with their ultimate obj~ctives, appear in retro­
spect as having prOVided the foundation upon which our
current efforts can be more solidly built.

116. The designation of the 1960s as the First United
Nations Development Decade, the first &~ssion of UNCTAD
in 1964, the adoption of the International Development
Strategy for tile Second United Nations Development
Decade {resolution 2626 {XXVJ/, the Declaration and
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124. At the non-governmental level a number of valuable
efforts have also brought added dimensions which are
helpful to our task. However, there can be no substitute for
the role of the world Organization. The United Nations is
unique because it is universal'in character, comprehensive in
its scope of responsibility and enduring in its concern with
international issues.

123. This should also be the case for the proposed Paris
Conference on International Economic Co-operation be­
tween developed and developing countries, which is in­
tended to play an important role in the negotiating process
following this special session. It will, however, be necessary
to define the relationship between that conference and the
United Nations, which is the most appropriate forum for
international co-ordination and co-operation.

Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,
International Economic Order and the Charter of Economic held at Paris in May, the negotiations leading to the Lome
Rights and Duties of States represent important stepping- Convention,9 as well as intensive discussions within Govern-
stones from which we must proceed during this session. An ments, are all part of a cast of events which should help us
analysis of these events reveals an ever-escalating evolution reach our goal.
of the concept Qf international co-responsibility and inter­
dependence from a rather abstract idea to one which today
is universally acknowledged as a practical necessity.

117. The philosophical foundation has thus been laid.
Changing attitudes are ushering in the. moment for action.
Our task is to translate aims into reality l;y reordering the
world economic situation on the basis of more equity and
justice. The reduction of the gulf between rich and poor
represents the greatest challenge to international states­
manship and vision. It is the experience of history that no
society in which the few have wealth and the majority live
in poverty and without hope can remain stable. This is
more than ever true of our world society today. In meeting
this challenge we will not succeed without a decisive shift in
attitudes reflected in concrete expressions of political will
to accept change.

118. What we must do is reconcile conflicting interests
among States. This is not an easy task, but we have no
choice. However, with good will and mutual respect we
shall be able to convert the crisis we have been facing into a
great opportunity for long-term peace, harmony and
mutual benefit.

119. While there is now general agreement on the need for
change, and even though there is a growing convergence of
opinion on many of the broad objectives of sharing
resources and benefits more equitably, one should not
minimize the complexity of the task that lies ahead.

120. We must therefore approach this special session of
the General Assembly soberly and rationally, but with a
renewed sense of urgency. As the President of the Economic
and Social Council, Ambassador Almund, stated in his
closing remarks to the fifty-ninth session of the Council,
"we should neither expect nor seek to achieve spectacular.
results ... but we are entitled to expect agreement on·
principles and policies an~ a clear indication of the
intention to negotiate concretely for the achievement of
agreed ends.'"

121. I am encouraged by the fact that many different
forums have been or are seized of this issue. This is
cert~nly a reflection of the seriousness of the situation, but
I believe it is also an indication that we are dealing with

h
an

idea whose time has come.

125. TIlere are three functions, which I should like to
single out, which the United Nations should perform in the
mix of interacting events that are organized within and
outside the United Nations system.

126. First, through this Assembly, the United Nations
should provide the blue-print, framework and guidelines for
the negotiating process which will ensue both within and
outside the United Nations system.

127. Secondly, the results of those negotiations should be
brought before the General Assembly in order to give such
agreements the confirmation which only a universal organi­
zation can provide.

128. Finally, the United Nations is particularly suited to
providing continuity by monitoring and following up
agreements reached by the international community.

129. It is encouraging that the Economic and Social
Council was able to agree unanimously on the issues to be
considered b:' this Assembly,. 0 But more i.'1lpor~ant still is
that the intensive consultations carried out over the past
months in the Economic and Social Council and in the
Preparatory Committee for this session of the Assembly
have revealed, even in the absence of a dramatic break­
through, a genuine desire on all side's to find mutl:ally
acceptable solutions.

\ .

122. At the governmental level, the just completed Con­
ference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned
Countries in Lima, the Dakar Conference of Developing
Countries on Raw Materials in February, the Meeting of
Commonwealth Heads of Government in Kingston last
May-, followed by the interim report by a group of experts
appointed by them,8 the meeting of the Council of the

7 For a summary of this statement, see Official Records of the
Economic and Social Council, Fifty-ninth Session, 1979th meeting,
para. 21.

8 See document AIAC.17615t annex.

130. The six substantive issues being considered by this
Assembly are indeed the areas in which the international
community faces short-term crises and long-term problems,
to which solutions must be found if we are to achieve the
tlevelopment goals and stability that we all seek.

9 ACP-EEC Convention of Lome, signed on 28 February 1975 at
Lame. The text was subsequently circulated as document AI
AC.176/7.

10 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty·ninth Session, Supplement No. 1, resolution 1980 (L1X),
para. 2.
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131. In the area of international trade, the basic problem
faced by most developing countries is thei.. undue depen­
dence on the export of one or two commodities for their
'foreign-exchange earnings. The decline of the prices of a
number of commodities in the recent past has brought out
vividly how vulnerable these countries are to such fluctua·
tions. Furthermore, the first half of this decade has se~li

little progress in the implementation of the recommenda­
tion in the International Development Strategy on the
liberalization of trade in primary commodities.

132. The time is ripe for major efforts to overcome these
basic obstacles. In this respect, attention should be focused
on three areas: the recovery of world trade to buoyant
levels, which would benefit all countries; the liberalization
of import policies by industrialized countries in favour of
developing nations; and the stabilization of the export
earnings of developing countries so as to enable th,em to
finance the imports needed to sustain their development
efforts.

133. This issue, which has been before the United Nations
since the Havana Conference ,I 1 has taken on new urgency
and should be brought to a positive conclusion in the near
future. The discussions and negotiations launched in
UNCTAD on a number of issues related to commodities
should prove valuable towards this end. In short, the
economic and social development of developing countries is
highly dependent on the improvement of their relative
position in the expanding volume of world trade.

134. Following the disruptions in the world monetary
situation, negotiations were launchea within the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund to reformPthe existing system. While
some progress has been made in these discussions, it is quite
clear that the situation cannot continue as it is, because it is
damaging to the interests of developed and developing
countries alike. In this context, the need to revise the
decision-making processes is particularly urgent, and I hope
that the current efforts to that end will lead to the
necessary changes without further delay.

135. The performance in transferring real resources to
developing countries has remained disappointing. While the
terms of transfer have improveti during the first half of this
decade, the official development assistance furnished by
developed countries has failed to reach even half of the
target set out in the International Development Strategy.
At the same time it is gratifying to note that the
oil-producing countries have become major contributors to
international, regional and bilateral programmes of econ­
omic development and co-operation.

136. It is clear that if the pace of development is to be
accelerated, the flow of resources to developing countries
must be stepped up. In particular, the flow of resources to
the most seriously affected and the least developed among
the developing countries must be increased significantly if
they are to emerge from the grave predicament in w!lich
they find themselves and raise their living standards in the
course of this decade.

11 United Nations Conference on Trade and Employment, held at
Havana from 21 November 1947 to 24, March 1948.

137. Governments have established within the United
Nations a variety of mechanisms for channelling assistance
to developing countries. I wish to urge Member States to
make full use of these means. If properly utilized and-if
lecessary-adjusted and streamlined, they' can play a
~iBl1ificant role in promoting economic and social progress
,:-:..roughout the world.

138. In this connexion, I have also repeatedly expressed
my concern about the vast global military expenditure,
which has now reached nearly $300,000 million annually.
Given the enormous financial requirements for develop­
ment, this can only be considered as a deplorable diversion
of much-needed resources. The disarmament aspect should
therefore also be seen in this perspective.

139. The importance of industrialization as a means of_
accelerating development is widely recognized. Therefore,
the low level of industrialization in the majority of
developing countries and the smallness of their share of the
total world output of manufactures is another grave
obstacle which must be tackled with vigour. With the rapid
rise of the labour force and the grave unemployment
problem faced by developing countries, every' effort must
be made to ensure that industl)' plays its full part in
providing the necessary employment opportunities.

140. The subject of industrialization has been intensively
discussed at the Second General Conference of UNIDO in
Lima earlier this year. This special session of the General
Assembly affords a further opportunity to confront the
constraints and indicate the directions for action.

141. Closely related to this issue is, of course, that of
science and technology. While some successes have been
achieved, much remains to be done to ensure that the
developing countries have at their disposal the suitable
technology they require. It is important to improve the
terms of access to appropriate technology and to adapt
commercial practices governing the transfer of technology
more closely to the requirements of developing countries.

142. The agricultural sector lZtill accounts for the income
of the bulk of the populat~on of developing countries. It is
the source of foci! supply and of raw materials 'for
industries, as well as a major earner of foreign exchange.
For these reasons the deceleration in agricultural growth is
a matter of grave concern. While the world food situation
shows some signs of improvement, the balance between
supply and requirements remains precarious.

143. It is therefore of crucial importance to take effective
action. The World Food Conference adopted a number of
important resolutionsl2 to meet both the immediate needs
and the longer tenn goals in this area. While a beginning has
been made since the Conference last November, much more
progress is required. At this spedal session these agreements
should be translated into concrete commitments.

144. In addition to dealing with these suh:tantive issues,
this Assembly has been entrusted with the question of

12 See Report of tire World Food Conference. Rome. 5·16
November 1974 (United Nations publication. Sales
No. E.7S.n.A.3), chap.n.
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restructuring the United N.'tions system in the economic
and social fields. Given the dramatic changes over the past
30 years, to which our President made reference, it is
obvious that some restructuring of the system is essential if
the United Nations is to play its full part in meeting the
new challenges facing the world. I am fully aware of tlte
compleXity and .the difficulties of this matter, but I am
confident that your deliberations wm bring us nearer to this
goal.

145. This Assembly.has a most difficult and romplex taSK,
but it has also been offered an historic opportunity which
we cannot afford to squander. The time has come to move
from declarations of intent to a sustained effort to find
practical and tangible solutions throug~~ concerted action.
In this endeavour I wish you every success.

146. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The
Secretary-General has just made a masterly statement, for
which I should like to thank him very warmly.

AGENDA ITEM 6

Adoption of the agenda

147. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Frerzcll): In
order to expedite its work, the Assembly may wish to
adopt the provisional agenda for this session [A/10190J in
plenary meeting, without referring it to the General
Committee. If there are no objections, I shall take it that
the General Assembly agrees to this procedure.

It was so decided.

148. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I
now ask the Assembly whether there is any objection to the
adoption of the prOVisional agenda as it appears in
document A/I0190. If there is no objection, I shall declare
the agenda adopted.

The agenda was adopted.

AGENDA ITEM 7

Development and intemational economic cooperation

149. The PRESIDFNT (interpretation from French): In
connexion with agenda item 7, the Economic and Social
Council, in its resolution 1980 (LIX) of 31 July 1975,
deci$ied that the issues to be considered would essentially
be as follows: international trade, international monetary
reform and the transfer of real resources for financing Jhe
development of developing countries, science and "tech­
nology, industrialization, food and agriculture, and the
restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the
United Nations system.

150. May I take it that the General Assembly tak~3 note
of that decision of the Econ:>mic and Social Council
concerning agenda item 7?

It was so decided.

151. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): In
addition, the Council recommended that the General
Assembly at its special session should adopt, on a priority
basis, concrete and positive decisions on all issues men­
tioned in its resolution 1980 (LIX) "which would make a
decisive impact on further negotiations within the United
Nations, as well as in other international forums, for the
establishment of a new international economic order". The
Council also recommended that the General Assembly
should "initiate the process for the restructuring of the
United Nations system in the economic and social fields
and establish an intergovernmental committee to deal with
such issues".

152. May I consider that the General Assembly takes note
of those recommendations of the Economic and Social
Council?

It was so decided.

153. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): In
connexion with the allocation of agenda item 7, the
Economic and Social Council has, in paragraph 5 of part
one of document A/I0003/Add.1, recommended:

"(b) That the General Assembly should establish an Ad
Hoc Committee of the Seventh Special Session with a
chairman, three vice-chairmen and a rapport~ur and
accord to its chairman, for the duration of the session and
without in any way constituting a precedent, full rights of
membership in the General Committee, including the
right to vote;

"(c) That item 7 of the provisional agenda of the
seventh special session, entitled 'Development and inter­
national economic co-operation', should be allocated to
the Ad Hoc Committee for consideration and report,
except that the general debate on the item should take
place in the plenary;

"(d) That it should be for the Ad Hoc Committee to
set up working groups as necessary;

"(e) That, notwithstanding the provisions of rule 51 of
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, Arabic
should also be an official and a working language of the
Ad Hoc Committee."

154. May I take it that the General Assembly approves
those recommendations?

It was so decided.

155. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I
take it that it is also the wish of the General Assembly to
approve the recommendations of the Economic and Social
Council concerning the general debate and the schedule of
meetings and to take note of the Council's report as a
whole as contained in part one of document
.A/lOOO5/Add.l.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.
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