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DRAFT IN'l'ERNATIONAL COVENANT ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND
MEASURES OF INPLEMEI-lTATION

FUTURE WORK OF TEE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: additions to the draft
resolution of the Economic and Social Council

Taking into consideration the fact that in accordance with the resolution

adopted by the General Assembly on 4 December 1950 at its fifth session (A/1620)

the Economic and Soc1a1 Council was called upon to request the Commission on

Human Rights to take into consideration in ita work of revision of the draft

covenant on human rights the proposals of the Union of Soviet Socie.2.1.st

Rep~lblics set forth in document A/C.3/L.96, with a view to their inclusion in

the draft Covenant.

The Economic and Social Council instructs the Commission on Human Rights,

in drawing up the draft international covenant on human rights and measures of

implementation, to include therein the following provisions:

1. Every citizen, irrespective of race, colour, nationality, social position,

property status, social origin, language, religion or sex, shall be guaranteed

by the State an opportunity to take part in the government of the State, to

elect and be elected to all organs of authority on the basis of universal,

equal and direct Buffrage with secret ballot, and to occupy any State or public

office. Property, educational or other qualifications restricting the

participation of citizens in voting at elections to repreaentatiYe organs shall

be abolished.

2. In the interests of democra.cy, everyone must be guaranteed by law the

right to the free expression of opinion; in particular, to freedom of speech, of

the presB and of artisitlc representation, under conditions ensuring that

freedom of apeeQh &nd of the press are not exploited for war propaganda, for

the incitement of hatred among the peoples, for racial discrimination and for

the dissemination of slanderous rumours.
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.~. /~. iOn!" 01' flropaLanda on behalf of tasciet or Mal views, or of racial. and

n,l,ltional excluoivenes8, hatred and. contempt, must be prohib1ted )y law.

4. In the interests of del:locracy, the right to organize assemcl1es, meetiD8B,

street procescions and demonstrations and tQ organize voluntary societies and

unione must be guaranteed 'by law. All i1ocietiea, unions and organizations of a

Fascist or antl~democre.tlcnature, and ~ fo~ of activity by such societies,

must be prohi~ited by law, sUbject to penalty.

The Commission on Human Rights should also 1nclude in the draft 1ntal"national

covenant on human rights the following kroT1s1ons concerning h~n rIghtG in the

economl0, eooi~l and cnl.tnrel spheres; ..

1. The State shall ensure the develox:e.ent of science and education in the

interests of progress and demool"8cy &Dd in the interests of ensuring 1ntemat10nal

pe~ce an~ co-operation.

2. Acoees to education 8hal1 be open to all without distinction of race, sex,

langua~, economic situation or social. origin and this r1ght shall be ensured by

the State by the provision of :free elementarr education, a system o:f scholarships

and the requisite eystem of schools.

3. It is the duty o:f tu Ste.te to guarantee to everyone the right to work and

to choose hie occupation in such a manner &s to create condition. Which will

&xclude tho threat of death :from hunger ant from exhausti~.

4. The risht to Nst and leisure shall be guaranteed ry the State to everyone

employed in enterprises nnd institutions, either by law or ca the bads of

collective agreements providing, 1n particular, for a reasonable limitation of

working hours und for periodic holidays with pay.

5. Social security and social insurance for workers an4 employ6es shall ~e

effected at the expenae o:f the state or at the expense of the employers in

~ocordance with the laws of snoh countr,y.

6. The Ste.te shall take aJ.l. necessary meal;ures, leg1Ella.tive meauuree in

partiCUlar, to enE:lure decent living accollllllOCation to every person.

7. Women shall enjoy in i;heir work rights and priVileges which shall not be

less than those enjoyed. ~ men and they shall reoeive equal pay With men for

oqut:J. work.

•
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l3. Tho :.'ight fl'eely to combine in trade unions shall be guaranteed to all

bired workers ~dthout distinction as to nationality, race, reliGion, sex,

occupation, ::;Jolitical or philosO;lhical viens.

TrDde unIons shall be guaranteed the right freely -to pursue their

activities directed to~mrds iOQrovinc the life and economic welfare of workers,

and all regulations of whatever kind directed aBalnst trade union rights shall

bl) \lrohibited.

S. Trade union orGanizati~n8 shall have the right freely to elect all their

representatives, to make their o~rn administrative arranGer.wnts and

democratically to fulfil their functions and tasks in the interest of their

members, and shall be ~rotected against any interference on the part ~i' }ublic

authorities or officials. Public authonties 'o:~ officials mny not attem:';)t

t9 exert pressure of any l~ind whatsoever, whether directly or indil'ectly,

u2;lon trade unions and their members, Public authorities or officials shall be

roqui~ed to abstain from foundi~3) financinG or interferinG in the direction

of trade union orGanizations.

10. LeGislative me3SLE'eS shall be ado:!toCl to enable t:cade-nnion o:Tanizations

to partlci)ata in the determinatioll of economic and social policy in uncer·· .

takin::s and on the local, recionul e.nd national levels,

11. TraQ.<:1 nnion or:::anizations shall have the riGht to amalCamate on a tl'ade,

intel',' union, local) reGional and natienal basis and to affiliate to inter­

national trade union orGanizations.

12. The ric;ht to stl'ike shall be [:uaranteed.

13. no one r:18Jr ••l'e\'ent an intel'nationol trade lmion m.·[:;anization from

ful:filling i tG fcmetiono and comml1nieatin~ with the 01~canization8 af:filiated

to it.,

In D.c.cl.i t.i.on to the fo::eGoil1[;) the Economic and Srcial Conneil 1r... t.ruc.ts

the Commission on IIllr.lQn !UCh~s:

1. In. considerin-: the question of a fecteral State clal1Ge, to )l'oceed on

the basis that it is essential to cY-tcno the l)l'Ovisions of the Covenant

illthOllt any l'estl'ictions to ell :::>ar-ts of federal States,

2. To Incll'.oe in the ~cvenant en ~.•L"'i'\&l r16hte en article prov1d1r-.g· thF.t eve

people end ever.1 nation 5h811 have the r1eht to n8tlon~1 eelf-deter.m!net10n

and that Statos which heve responsibi11ties tor the edn1n1etretion of

1;on-3elf-Go"/o:"ninc Terl'itorios shall promote the fulfilment .::Ii' this

/rjght
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ri::;ht, cuided by the ai,ns and principles of the United riations in

relation t~ the peoDlea of such T~rritories. The State shall ensure

to national minorities the ri~ht. to use their native tongue, bool:s,

libra~ies, schools, museums end other cultural and educatiQna1

institutions.

3. To delete from the draft covenant on Human riehts the provisions

concernin;:; icrl)1ementation contained in Articles 19-41 thereof,. as they

prOVide fm.' methods of Bl1i'ervising the implementation of the covenant
. .

\Tilich constitute an attempt at intervention in the domestic affairs of

StateR and at encroachment on their tlOYflre:l811t:r.

"
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