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World War, will not die down until the archaic situa
tions which it gave rise have disappeared.

5. Let us eam(~stly seek peaceful solutions to these
major prob~ems for the future of Africa and the world;
unless we do so the cycle of violence which has so
often inflicted suffering and misfortune on innocent
people may well increase in intensity. We must also
patiently try to ensure that the smaller territories
scattered throughout the world, which do not have the
economic and demographic resources necessary for
development, are helped in a realistic way so as to
enable their peoples to exel'dse their right to self
determination..
6. Decolonization has been synonymous with transfer
of sovereignty and with the emancipation of peoples
from colonialism imposed from abroad. The colonial
Powers, realizing the scope of their responsibilities
and the fact that they had to limit their ambitions, have
withdrawn towards more natural frontiers. At the
same time, the colonized people have strengthened
their determination to govern themselves. Not every
one has experienced the same sense of awareness.
Far from it. It has often been a painful process and has
even resulted in bloodshed. Impossible to avoid, it
has prevailed.

7. We must now do more. A flag, an army, a new
name for a country or its capital are, of course, clear
evidence of a fierce determination to achieve national
identity. Yet they do not suffice in themselves to
ensure for our peoples their inalienable and lasting
right to self-determination, both internal and external,
which is the supreme expression of their sovereignty.

8. A break with the past is taking place yet not all
ties with the past are being severed. Who would want
them to be? New links are being forged. We must still
build the future.

9. Economic and social development is our most
pressing task. Freedom for the poor is precarious
indeed. Poverty and destitution are a lasting offence
to man's moral conscience. It is incumbent upon us to
do something about it. With each passing day we are
aware of our political, economic and, as I said yes
terday in connexion with human rights f moral inter
dependence.

10. We need one another. Our actions and our failure
to act may well have a positive or negative effect on
our neighbours. Markets, resources, skills, capital
-all these factors should form part of a consistent
and reasonably effective whole which will allow
everyone to live better, in greater dignity and freedom,
and as he sees fit. That is the meaning ofself-determina
tion. Hence, new links based on subjugation should not
be established under cover ofco-operation, assistance,
or even ideology. This is primarily the responsibility
of the rich and powerful.
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Special meeting to commemorate the fifteenth anniversary
oj the adoption oj the Declaration on the Granting oj
Independence to Colonial Countries and F'!oples

I. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
It gives me the greatest pleasure to preside today over
the special meeting to commemorate the anniversary
of the adoption by the United Nations, 15 years ago
less two days, of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
[resolution /5/4 (XV)].
2. The generous and ambitious aspiration to eman
cipation, self-determination and freedom for peoples
was already embodied in essence in Article I of the
Charter of the United Nations, which lays down for
the Organization the aim of developing friendly rela
tions among nations based on respect for the principle
of equal rights and self-determination of peoples.
3. The Declaration made this an article of faith, if
I may put it that way, for the United Nations; a pro
gramme policy which the General Assembly and the
various organs of the United Nations have pursued
with' determination and success. Indeed, since the
establishment ofthe United Nations more than 60 coun
tries have achieved independence and the majority
of them have come here to swell our ranks. It is sym
bolical that during this anniversary session six new
States have been admitt~d to our midst, thus proving
the depth and durability of the awareness which at the
same time inspired and was the result of the Declara
tion of 1960. Today it is an irreversible historical fact,
to the extent that no Government could proclaim
colonialist intentions without immediately attracting
general opprobrium and condemnation.
4. Nevertheless, I must emphasize that, if it is not
too optimistic to envisage that the decolonization mis
sion of the United Nations will be nearing completion
in the not-too-distant future, the moment, alas, has
not yet come to relax our efforts. The regimes in
southern Africa, whose blindness is only equalled by

.their tenacity, continue to cling to territories such as
Rhodesia and Namibia, thus endangering the interests,
which they think they are defending, of all peoples,
whatever their origin or colour. Before it is too late,
those regimes must realize that the wind of history
and of change, which "began to blow after the Second
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11. I venture to hope that the remaining vestiges
of colonialism will shortly disappear from the world.
I hope, in particular, that the United Nations and
more especially this Assembly of sovereign States will
become a forvm in which all can meet to discuss their
problems together and to seek equitable solutions in a
spirit of conciliation and co-operation.

12. On this day of commemoration let us celebrate
our successes but let us al&o remain vigilant so that
men and the States which serve them may continu~

freely to exercise those fundamental options without
which there can be no survival in dignity, peace and
security for anyone.

13. I now call on the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr. Kurt Waldheim.

14. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Fifteen years
ago, on 14 December 1960~ the General Assembly took
an historic decision that marked a turning-point in the
annals of the United Nations. This was the adoption
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples which represented
a great step forward in the application of the prin
ciples of the Charter.

15. That Declaration has had a far-reaching effect on
many aspects of international life, and, above all, on
the evolution of the United Nations itself. When the
General Assembly, without a single dissenting vote,
called for the speedy independence of all colonial
peoples, it greatly strengthened the moral authority
of the United Nations. Furthermore, it enhanced the
effectiveness of the United Nations as an agent of
peaceful change in an area and at a time when that was
most needed. This role was foreseen in the Charter
itself, when it set forth among the fundamental prin
ciples which our Organization is pledged to uphold
the principle of equal rights and the self-determina
tion of peoples. It was the all-too-painfully siow
appl ication of those principles in the colonial Territo
ries and the increasingly urgent demands of the colonial
peoples for self-determination and independence
which led in i960 to the Declaration on the Granting
of lndependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

16. It is, therefore, both appropriate and fitting that
this fifteenth year should also mark the thirtieth an
niversary of the signing of the Charter of the United
Nat;ions. The proximity of these two anniversaries
seryes to remind us of the paramount place which
decolonization has occupied since the founding of the
Org~ni~ation.It should also help us to reflect upon the
role which the United Nation~ has played, and must
continue to play, in discharging its special respon
sibility towards the peoples of dependent Territories.

17. The adoption of the Declaration was an act of
conscience on the part of the international community.
It was a ckar affirmation by the Generai Assembly of
the right ofpeoples under colonial pomination to share
fully in the benefits of the Charter and of its determina
tion to eradicate once and for all colonialism, which
it saw as a major impediment to the achievement of
world peace and genuine international co~operation.

For the more than 80 million people who were then
still living under colonial rule. the Declaration con
veyed a message of hope for an independent and
sovereign future. '

18. On the basis of the principles set out in the Decla
ration, the United Nations has over the past 15 years
made a sustained and concerted effort to accelerate
the proce:;s of decolonization. This has been a formid
able task, and at the outset many of the obstacles
seemed to be insurmountable. One at a time, however,
difficulties have been overcome, and I am confident
that the end ofcolonialism is now in sight. The achieve
ments to date have been both great and far-reaching.
Since 1960 more than 70 million people have emerged
from <Jependent status and the membership of the
United Nations has as a consequence increased from
100 to its present total of 144. This has brought us
closer to the goal of universality. Indeed, this year
has been another important landmark because of the
number of countries in Africa and elsewhere which
have attained independence.

J9. I believe the international community can be
proud of the tntly crucial role it has played in bringing
this about. This can be attributed to the efforts which
have been made to' keep world attention focused on
the problems of decoloni:lation and to mobilize both
moral and political support for the dependent peoples
in their efforts to realize their right to self-determina
tion. Much of the credit for this is due to the constant
endeavou rs of the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting oflndependence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples. Since 1961, it has not only discharged
the task of reporting on the implementation of the
Declaration but has suggested effective measures by
which to achieve its goals. There is no doubt that the
Special Committee's untiring efforts have been deci
sive fn bringing about a concerted approach to decolo
nization throughout the world. I wish to take this
opportunity to pay tribute to Mr. Salim A. Salim, the
Chairman of the Special Committee, for his leadership
and persollal dedication to the goals ofthe Declaration.

20. This Declaration has brought new life to the
United Nations and enhanced its capacity to deal with
the vital issues which confront the world today. It
has produced J. great movement towards indepen
dence; it has had a tremend"us impact on international
relations, and it has considerably strengthened global
peace and security. At the same time, this has created
a new cballenge. For, as newly independent States
emerge. it is only natural that they should demand
a more effective participation in the affairs of our
increasingly interdependent world. If we are to meet
that challenge -and continue towards a truly just and
equitable society, we must make increasing efforts
to reduce the tremendous gulf which exists between
the rich and poor nations of the world. The successes
so far achieved in the 15 years since the adoption of
the Declaration lend encouragement to the hope that
this, too, can be accomplished.

2]. All these accomplishments, sadly, do not signal
an end to the work of decolonization. We are all
very much aware that millions of people in different
parts of the world still live under alien rule-for them~
the Declaration remains an unfulfilled promise and
hope, which it is our duty to realize. In particular, our
thoughts go to the peoples of Southern Rhodesia and
Namibia, where progress towards self-determination
remains painfully slow. In other territories. too, the
proce~s of decolonization has raised complex prob-
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lems and wc cannot underestimate the difficulties
which still lie ahead.
22. On this fifteenth anniversary of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Co!onial C.oun
tries and Peoples I therefore appeal to the mternatlonal
commuh]ty to renew its support for the aspirations of
peoples still under colonial domination and to streng.th
en still further its resolve to assist the newly emergmg
States in consolidating their freedom and indepen
dence.
23. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now call on Mr. Salim A. Salim ofthe United Republic
of Tanzania, Chairman of the Special Commit~ee on
the Situation with rega.rd to the ImplementatIon of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Co!n!lial Countries and Peoples.
24. Mr. SALIM (United Republic of Tanzania),
Chairman of the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the implementation of the. Declarati~n
on the Granting of Independence to Colomal Countries
and Peoples: As we solemnly comme.morate tod.ay
the fifteenth anniversary of the Declaration on decvlo
nization, it may perhaps be appropriate to recall what
my predecessor, Mr. Davidson Nico~ of ~ierra L~one,
said :;ve years ago to the Assembly m hiS capacaty as
Chairman of th,~ Special Committee on the occasion
of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration. After
reviewing the slow progress in the process of rlecolo
nization during that decad~, the Chairman of the
Special Committee then stated that:

•• As long as a single individual remains a colonial
citizen, unable to choose his own government,
unable to travel freely in the country of his birth
and to own land, unable to shape his own destiny
and that of his loved ones, the Committee on decol
onization will consider its work unfinished." I

25. Of course, there have been significant changes
and considerable progress in the field of decoloniza
tion since that statement was made five years ago.
But there still remain over 12 million people scattered
throughout the world, whose officia.1 status, in the
language of the Organization, falls under the term of
Trust or Non-Self-Governing Territory. Moreover,
some 7 million of these people are languishing under
the most inhuman system of repression and discrimi
nation in the hands of the minority regimes in south
ern Africa. And although the recent vict~ries scored
by the liberation movements in Africa,. c';llminating
in the liquidation of Portuguese colomahsm, have
certainly brought out positive elements and greater
possibilities for the liberation of Zimbabwe and
Namibia, we should not underestimate the formidable
obstacles that still lie ahead.

26. As was pointed out so correctly by the Chairman
of the Special Committee in 1970, the work of the
Committee, as indeed of the United Nations as a whole
including in particular the Security Council, in the field
ofdecolonization can hardly be considered completed,
viewed especially in terms of the urgent and critical
need of the struggling people of these ten-itories for
moral and material assistance within the framework
of the Ullited Nations and its family of organizations.
27. Thus, at the 2437th meeting, the overwhelming
majority of the members of the Assembly-many of
whom, I must emphasize, consist of countries which

were formerly Trust or Ncm-Self-Governing Terri
tories-appraved a series of recommendations de
signed to expedite the agl'nizi~gly slow progress
towards the final emancipation of the peoples still
under colonial and alien rule. Such an unequivocal
commitment on the part of the Organization is a clear
testimony that the United Nations cannot and will
not coexist with or tolerate the remaining vestiges of
colonialism.

28. On behalf of the members of the Special Com
mittee, I wish to reiterate the Committee's resolute
commitment and determination, in accordance with the
terms of the resolution adopted yesterday [resolu
tion 348/ (XXX)] and other related resolutions of the
Assembly. to continue its search for the most suitable
ways and means towards the full and speedy imple
mentation of the Declaration. In that endeavour, the
Special Committee derives a measure of comfort and
confidence from the assurances of, and pledges for,.
continued co-operation in its work by several adminis
tering Powers. The full co-operation of the admi~is

tering Powers. particularly with respect to the se~dmg

of visiting missions to the territories concerned. IS an
indispensable factor in the successful work of.the
Special Committee, as was clearly demonstrated ID a
series of visiting missions which it was able to dispatch
to some of the territories in the recent past. The mem
bers of the Special Committee are especially grateful
to the Governments of Australia. New Zealand and
the United Kingdom for their readiness to receive
further visiting missions to the territories under their
respective administrations.

29. As we move towards the brighter day when the
remaining colonial territories have all attained self
government, freedom and independence, it is more
necessary than ever that we at the United Nations
rededicate ourselves to the principle of the para
mountcy of the &cnuine interests of the inhabitants of
these territories. In so doing. we will need to redouble
our efforts to bring about the completely fl~e and
unrestricted conditions which would enable the peoples
concerned to express their true aspirations. as well as
to take steps to ensur.e that the national unity and
territorial integrity of these territories are fully re
spected and safeguarded. Any violation of this sacred
principle will clearly constitute an open breach of the
obligations which the Me~ber States l,l~dertook to
carry out in accordance With the provIsions of the
Charter of the United Nations. Clearly, therefore, as
we commemorate the fifteenth anniversary of the
Declaration, we must not only pledge ourselves to
overcome the traditional obstacles against the liber
ation ofcolonial peoples but also. wit.h no less vigilance
must guard against any new obstacles. .

30. Finally, I should like to pay a particular tribute
on this occasion to the Secretary-General for the
active and effective efforts he has undertaken and
continues to undertake in order to assist in the fulfil
ment of th~ aspirations of the peoples of the coloni~l

territories. The positive initiatives hi:. has taken ID

several instances and the close attention he continues
to pay in this regard are a source of encouragement
and inspiration to many of us, purticularly the mem
bers of the Special Committee..To him I. wish to
reiterate, on behalf of the Spec~al Committee, the
assurances of the continuing readiness of the Com-
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r.littee to work closely with him towards the full imple
mentation of the Declaration.

J I. On a personal note; I should like to express my
gratitude to the Secretary-General for the kind and
generous remarks that he has addressed tD me.

32. Before concluding my brief remarks at this
commemorative meeting, I wish, in all solemnity, to
pay a tribute to the thousands of known and unknown
heroes who have sacrificed their lives in the cause of
freedom,justice and independence, and most certainly,
on an occasion of this nature, we must rem.ember
such great African leaders of liberation as Eduardo
Mondlane and Amilcar Cabral. Our tribute also goes
to those in many countries who have been subjected to
persecution for the cause of freedom and for the prin
ciples to the realization of which we all aspire.

33. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now call on Mrs. Jeanne Martin-Cisse, Chairman of
the Special Committee against Apartheid.

34. Mrs. CISSE (Guinea), Chairman of the Special
Committee against Apartheid (interpretation from
French): The fifteenth anniversary of the historic
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples is for us an occasion
to recall the many nations that have acceded to inde
pendence since 1960. It is also an occasion to pay
tribute to the memory of the martyrs who have fallen
in the 3truggle for freedom, and to the many men and
women who suffered torture and persecution so that
their countries might be freed from the yoke of colo
nialism and thus join the community of nations. It is,
too, an occasion to reaffirm our common commitment
to action for the liberation of the last remaining colonial
territories.

35. The majority of States Members of the Organ
ization. including my own country, Guinea, were not
present 30 years ago at the San Francisco Conference
when the Charter of the United Nations and its noble
principles were drafted. Nevertheless, as a country that
acceded to independence in the course of this genera
tion, we contributed to the drafting of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and
other instruments that complement and reinforce the
Charter. These declarations represent the international
order of freedom, human dignity and international
co-operation which we strive to establish in the United
Nations.

36. This celebration coincides, happily, with the first
anniversary of the no less historic Charter of Eco N

nomic Rights and Duties of States [resolution 328/
(XXIX)] adopted exactly a year ago today, which
·clearly proclaimed that all States have the duty to
eliminate colonialism, apartheid, racial discrimination,
neo-colonialism and all forms pf aggression, occupa
tion and foreign domination. That Charter also repre
sented a preliminary step towards the development
and establishment of the international order we desire
and seek to build.

37. Certain powerful forces, recalling their privileged
past, continue to resist the establishment ofa new inter
national order, but there is no doubt that the principles
of justice will triumph, for the peoples of the world

are prepared to pay the necessary price to ensure that
they are respected.

38. It was not the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, but
rather the historic struggle of the colonial peoples that
marked the beginning of the end of colonialism. How
ever, the Declaration is extremely important, for it
accepts that the victory of justice is inevitable and
irresistible, and constitutes a commitment on the part
of the community of nations to play its proper role and
do its duty to assist in the establishment of the new
order.

39. It was the oppressed nations and their liberation
movements that bore the brunt of the struggle, but
the solidarity of the international community, symbol
ized by the Declaration, was a factor of great impor
tance. The defeat of colonialism likewise contributed
decisively in tipping the scales in favour of the forces
combating racism. Indeed, in modem history, colo
nialism and racism are indissolubly linked, to such an
extent that it is often difficult to separate colonial
problems from racial problems.

40. Today, in the wake of the dissolution of the
Portuguese empire, the most acute problems of colo
nialism are those of Zimbabwe and Namibia. As the
Special Commitiee against Apartheid has repeatedly
pointed out, and as the Organization of African Unity
[OA U] officially declared this year, the main enemy
of freedom in all of southern Africa, whether it be in
Zimbabwe, in Namibia or in South Africa proper, is
the white minority racist regime of Pretoria.

41. There is a confrontation between the United
Nations and all progressive forces, on the one hand,
and the Pretoria regime and its allies and friends on the
other. The General Assembly has, at the current
session, proclaimed that the United Nations has a
special responsibility towards the oppressed people of
South Africa [resolution 3411 C (XXX)], just as it
accepted in 196b that it had a special responsibility
towards the people of Namibia [resolution 2145 (XXI)j,
and, as it implicitly admitted in imposing sanctions
against the illegal Smith regime, a special responsibility
towards the people of Zimbabwe. The eradication of
colonialism and racism from all these territories and
the exercise by th~ whole population of the right to
self-determination is one of the most urgent tasks of the
international community.

42. The Sp.ecial Committee against Apartheid, which
has been carefully following the situation in South
Africa since 1963, is quite aware that the struggle will
not be an easy one. It realizes fully that there are
considerable forces, particularly certain economic and
military interests, that are banded together against it.

43. Whether it is a matterofcolonialism in Zimbabwe,
of illegal occupation in Namibia or of apartheid in
South Africa, the forces backing the oppressors are
identical. The same is true of the forces supporting
the cause of .liberation. But the latter are the pro
gressive forces which increase day by day, and they
will inevitably be the victors. Every blow dealt to
colonialism, every victory in the cause of freedom
of the peoples, is a victory against racism and apart
heid. The liberation movements count among their
allies the States that have recently ac",~ded to inde
pendence, as well as the countries that have rid them-
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selves of their colonizing past; and here I wish to pay
a tribute to the many Western countries which are
giving ever-increasing support to the international fight
against apartheid.
44. Given the rapid evolution in the balance of
forces, the Pretoria regime and its allies endeavour
to survive by sowing discord among the anti-colonialist
and anti-racist forces. They even endeavour to chal
lenge and deny the victories of peoples against colo
nialism~ thus creating grave threats to international
peace. The recent criminal aggression of the South
African racists against the people ofAngola is a warning
for us because we know that in its despair the apart
heid regime will not hesitate to embark on dangerous
adventures.
45. The Special Committee against Apartheid ac
cordingly, with stubborn perseverance, has requested
concerted intelJlational action by Governments and
organizations, whatever their ideological or other dif
ferences may be, in order to eradicate apartheid and
colonialism from southern Africa. It has established
close co-operation with the United Nations Council
for Namibia and with the Special Committee on decol
onization. With these bodies, it has endeavoured to
promote co-ordinated action by all the United Nations
bodies and institutions, by the intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations concerned. It has
emphasized t.he need to inform public opinion so as to
mobilize the support of peoples throughout the world
for the cause of liberation. We are convinced that by
intensifying its activities the United Nations ~an

discharge its solemn obligations towards oppressed
peoples and thus totally and finally defeat colonialism,
racial discrimination and apartheid, which are the
greatest obstacles to international co-operation.
46. On behalf of the Special Committee against
Apartheid, I should like to pay a special tribute to the
Special Committee on decolonization for the important
role it has played since its establishment in 1961 in the
struggle against colonialism. May I also pay a special
tribute to the Chairman of the Special Committee, the
representative of the United Republic of Tanzania,
Salim Ahmed Salim, for the exceptional manner in
which he has presided over the work of the Special
Committee during recent years.

47. Finally, I should like to associate myself with
other speakers in saluting all peoples oppressed by
colonialism and apartheid, and their liberation move
ments, and express our solidarity with them.

48. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now call on Mr. Dunstan Kamana of zambia, Pres
ident of the United Nations Council for Namibia.

49. Mr. KAMANA (Zambia), President of the United
Nations Council for Namibia: I am honoured to speak
on behalf of the United Nations Council for Namibia
on this important occasion marking the fifteenth
anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. This
historic Declaration, which represents the clearest
elaboration of the principle of self-determination pro-'
claimed in Articles 1and SS of the Charter ofthe United
Nations, was a milestone in the process of decoloni
zation. It is indeed fitting that the General Assembly
should today hold a special meeting to commemorate
its adoption 15 years ago.

50. The wisdom and foresight of the General As
sembly in adopting the Declaration are clearly mani
fested in this Hall. A considerable number of Member
States of the United Nations drew inspiration from the
noble principles enshrined in the Declaration in their
struggle for se~f-determinatiQn and independence.
The Declaration contributed in hO small measure to
their emancipation from the bondage of colonialism
and ruthless exploitation.

51. One cannot talk about the Declaration without
referring to the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Grant~ng of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples. As is well known, the Special Com
mittee, originally comprising 17 States, was established
in 1961 by resolution 1654 (XVI) for the purpose of
examining the application of the Declaration and
making recommendations on the progre~sand extent of
the implementation of the Declaration to the seven
teenth session of the General Assembly. The following
year, by its resolution 1810 (XVII), the General
Assembly decided to expand the size and scope of the
Special Committee; in other words, to increase its'
membership to 24 and to charge it with the respon
sibility of ensuring the speedy and total application
of the Declaration. Thus the Special Committee on
decolonization became the main instrument for the full
implementation of the Declaration.
52. I wish, on this occasion, to pay tribute to the
Special Committee for its tireless efforts in seeking
the full and early implementation of its mandate.
The Special Committee has certainly done tremendous
service to the Organization in the area of decoloniza
tion. The work it has done and continues to do is simply
invaluable. We have been particularly lucky that in
the last four years or so the Chairman of the Special
Committee has been none other than that dynamic
and imaginative African revolutionary, Mr. Salim
Ahmed Salim of Tanzania. I wish to pay a particular
tribute to my friend and colleague for serving the
Committee and indeed the cause of decolonization
with distinction.

53. To those of us who genuinely believe in the
cause of justice and uphold the principle of self
determination, this is an occasion we cannot but take

.with mixed feelings. While we rejoice at the success
achieved so far in the field ofdecolonization, we would
much rather celebrate today the end of the whole
process ofdecolonization. Unfortunately, this has been
a very, very slow process. Fifteen years after the
adoption of the Declaration the international com
munity has not yet put the era of colonialism behind it.
This anachronism is still very much with us. Millions
offellow human beings continue to live under the yoke
of colonial and minority rule. They continue to be·
denied their right to self-determination and ind~pen

dence. In this regard, this is very much an occasion
for regret and sadness.

54. Equally regrettable, sc.ddening and disquieting is
the tendency, which has been more manifest at this
session of the General Assembly, to sacrifice the
principle of self-determination on the altar of expe
diency. We have been treated to a scenario ofattempts
by certain Member States to seek the United Nations
blessing for their claims and designs to integrate neigh
bouring non-independent countries into their territory
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without due regard for the wishes of the people con- since 1960, become a moral code accepte~ by the
cemed. This situation represents a most dangerous universal conscience.
trend which, if condoned, could not only adversely 62. Of the 46 independent African States today.
affect our future work in the field of decolonization 18 became independent after the adoption of the
but also ~reaten the very existence of many States Declaration: in 1961, Tanzania; in 1962, Algeria,
represented here today. In other words, we should Burundi, Uganda and Rwanda; in 1964, Kenya,
be set on the path of destroying what we have built in Malawi and Zambia; in 1965, Gambia; in 1966, Bot-
the last 15 years. This is obviously. inadmissible in swana and Lesotho; in 1968, Mauritius, Swaziland
terms both of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- and Equatorial Guinea; in 1974, Guinea-Bissau; and
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and indeed in 1975, Mozambique, Cape Verde and Sao Tome and
of the Charter of the United Nations. Principe.

55. The United Nations Council for Namibia is of 63. Africa is grateful to the Organization for all the
course concerned with the liberation of Namibia. For benefits it has enjoyed in the field of human dignity.
us in the Council for Namibia, the principle of self-
determination must- remain sacrosanct We have 64. Africa is grateful to the Secretary-General of
repeatedly called upon South Africa to terminate its the United Nations, His Excellency Mr. Kurt Wald-
illegal occupation of Namibia and to allow the people heim, for all the efforts he has made in the pursuit of
of that Territory to exercise their right to genuine self- decolonization.
determination. For, indeed, oniy the exercise of the 65. Africa's goal is the independence of all Africa.
right to self-determination by the people of Namibia That which today appears utopian will become a fact
offers us a chance for ~he peacef;ul solution of the tomorrow, beca'use the current of history is for ever
problem of Namibia. irreversible.
56. South Africa has already shown its intention tl 66. The PRESIDENT (interpretatioll from Frellch):
trample on and make a mockery of the principle of I now call on Mr. Akhund of Pakistan, who will speak
self-determination by organizing a bogus constitutional on behalf of the Group of Asian States.
conference in the Territory, attended by hand-picked 67. Mr. AKHUND (Pakistan): I am privileged, on
tribal leaders and white officials. The sole purpose of behalf of the Group of Asian States Members of the
South Africa in this exercise is to seek the legitimiza- United Nations, to join today in commemorating the
tion of its illegal occupation of Namibia and its designs anniversary of the General Assembly's adoption of the
to balkanize the Territory ~nto so-called homelands historic Declaration on the Granting of Independence
and thereby keep the people of Namibia weak and to Colonial Countries and Peoples.
subjugated.

68. The 15 years wh;ch have elapsed since the Decla-
57. During this session the General Assembly, in its ration was adopted hf:lve witnessed a remarkable
resolution 3399 (XXX), has called for a free and demo- transformation of the international political map.
cratic national election in Namibia, under United Few could have foreseen in 1960 that the community
Nations supervision and control. It is a challeng'.; to all of sovereign and independent nations would increase
ofus to ensure that that election is held in the very near so rapidly as virtually to treble the membership of
future. This is one clear example of the defence of the the United Nations. One after another empires that
principle of self-determination enshrined in the Decla- were once great 3.ild powerful have disappeared. In
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial many cases colonial countr2es have attained indepen-
Countries and Peoples and in the Charter of the United dence through a seemingly orderly and const:tutional
Nations. process. Noteworthy as these facts are, they cannot

. make us forget the long, determined and bitter struggle
58. We must reject with the contempt It deserves which the colonized peoples have had to fight in their
the South African scheme to organize a bogus con-
stitutional conference in Namibia. It is important in quest for freedom.
this connexion that we do not give South Africa a 69. Facts do not support the idea sometimes implicit
pretext for going ahead with the deplorable scheme in what one hears, that decolonization came about
hy appt::aring to acquiesce elsewhere in schemes that through some process of natural evolution. Nor is
trample on the noble principle of self-determination. there any basis in reality for its corollary, that impe-
In the interest of world peace and security, that prin- rialism and colonialism were, for the colonized people,
ciple must not be called into question. an education in democracy and progress, and that the

period of subjugation was a preparation, a probation,
59. The PRESIDENT (interpretatioll from French): for their fitness to live as free men in a free world.
I now caU on Mr. Essonghe of Gabon, who win speak
on be~alf of the Group of African States. 70. As we commemorate today the Declaration

of 1960, let us do honour to those who paid for freedom
60. Mr. ESSONGHE (Gabon) (illterpretation from with years of imprisonment and exile, and sometimes
Frellch): There are colonial Powers which did not wait with the; r lives. Truly remarkable has been the soli-
for a United Nations decision to decolonize. That was darity of the freedom struggle, uniting as it has the
the ~ase with Frauce and Great Britain in particular. peoples of far-flung colonial countries. No less signif-

icant has been the solidarity between them and peo-
61., But the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- pies elsewhere and, indeed, enlightened and forward-
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the fifteenth looking opinion in the ruling countries themselves.
armiversalY ofwhich we celebrate today, enshrined the
puinciple of decolonization and accelerated the pro- 71. It was this human solidarity, transcending consid-
cess. Thus, that which until 1960 was a voluntary erations of geography, race and even ideology, which
s;ranting of independence by the colonizers has, was expressed when the General Assembly adopted
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without a dissenting vote resolution 1514 (XV). The
Declaration gave voiC'p. to the determination of the
United Nations, earlier proclaimed in the Charter,
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and
small, and to promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom for all. Through it
the nations of the world recognized the yearning for
freedom of all dependent peoples and their desire to
end colonialism in all its manifestations. Through it
they expressed their conviction that the continued
existence of colonialism prevents the development of
international economic co-operation, impedes' the
social, cultural and economic development of depen
dent peoples and militates against the United Nations
ideal of universal peace.

72. Today the iast of the empires has crumbled, but
the approaching end of colonialism in its traditional
forms must not make us complacent about its remnants
in the shape of pockets of minori'ty rule and racial
discrimination, especially in southern Africa. The
struggle there is, if anything, likely to be more bitter
and long-drawn-out, for there the subjugated peoples
are fighting not rulers in some distant metropole but
an obdurate and desperate minority fighting to protect
its entrenched privilege, a group of people which
arrogates to itself the right to rule in perpetuity over
the majority. However absurd the pretension may
seem, it has the support of modem arms and is not yet
altogether deprived of sympathy, political support and
perhaps protection from outside.

73. Finally, let us bear in mind that formal indepen
dence is only the first stage in true emancipation. The
movement for economic and social progress and for the
modernization of societies, which was inhibited by
colonial rule but, paradoxically, may have been set
in motion by its impact, has stm a very long way to go.
History has placed the countries of the third world
in the vanguard of the struggle to bring about a re
ordering of the world's economic structures and
systems so that all its peoples may get a fair share of its
resources and enjoy equal opportunity. The task ahead
will be long and arduous. Its successful accomplish
ment will be, let me say, not a matter of retribution
or of expropriation but one that can only lead to the
enrichment of life for all the people of the earth.

74. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now call on Mr. Datcu of Romania, who wishes to
speak on behalf of the Group of Eastern European
States.

75. Mr. DATCU (Romania) (interpretation from
French): It is a particular pl.easure for me to partici
pate, as Chairman for this month of the Group of
Eastern European States, in this special meeting to
commemorate the fifteenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which was an
outstanding event in the history of the Organization.

76. Since its inception the United Nations has set as
one of its major objectives the elimination of colo
nialism in all its forms, which even at that time was
considered an extiemely harmful phenomenon con
trary to the purposes and principles of the Charter and
contrary to the interests of all peoples.

77. It cannot be denied that during the 30 years of the
existence of the United Nations great successes have
been achieved in supporting the struggle of the peoples
for freedom from the colonial yoke. The simple fact
that, as compared with 51 Member States in 1945, the
United Nations now has 144 Member States, more than
half of which are former colonies, fully bears out this
observation. At this session alone we have had the
great pleasure of welcoming six new independent
States to the United Nations.
78. The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Co!onial Countries and Peoples, which was
adopted on the initiative ofthe Soviet Union in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), undoubtedly rep
resents a great moment in the notable activities of the
United Nations in the field ef decolonization.
79. I should like to stress the very active and sub
stantial contribution made by the socialist countries,
as well as by progressive forces everywhere in the
world, in achieving the results obtah.ed by the United
Nations in the field of decolonization. I would like on
this solemn occasion to express our deep thanks and
appreciation to the Special Committee on decoloniza
tion and its devoted Chairman, our brother and friend
Mr. Salim of Tanzania, and also to the Special Com
mittee against Apartheid, the United Nations Council
for Namibia and the Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt
Waldheim, for their dedicated and tireless activities
in the cause of the liberation of all colonial territories
and peoples.
80. The significance of the adoption of the Declara
tion and the success obtained by the United Nations
in decolonization, strengthens still further our deter
mination to give active support to the struggle against
the racist minority regimes of South Africa and South
ern Rhodesia and against the policy of apartheid and
racial discrimination.
81. I should like on this solemn occasion to reiterate
our active support for all peoples still under the colonial
yoke and for their legitimate representatives, the
national liberation movements, which are sparing no
effort in their heroic struggle to al~iieve their sacred.
right to freedom, human dignity, sovereignty and
national independence.

82. The maintenance ofcertain peoples under foreign
domination is in flagrant contradiction with the realities
of today's world, and the requirement of the free and
independent development of all nations. For this
rea~~m, we feel that it is the duty of the United Nations
and all its Member States to redouble their efforts and
take determined action to bring about promptly,
completely and definitively the ending ofcolonialism,
neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid and all forms of
imperialist force and domination. We wish to express
our firm will to achieve these noble objectives.

83. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I call on Mr. Waldron-Ramsey of Barbados, who
will speak on behalf of the Group of Latin American
States.

84. Mr. WALDRON-RAMSEY (Barbados): We are
convened here today in a meeting commemorative of
the fifteenth anniversary o( the adoption of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples. In chronological measurement,
15 years is but a moment in the history of man. And
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session a Committee of 17 Member States was set up
to oversee the implementation of the Declaration.
I recall with satisfaction that, owing to the far-sighted
ness of the great and illustrious President Nyerere of
Tanzania-Tanganyika, at that time-who saw his own
freedom bound up in the fight for the freedom ofothers,
it was my good fortune to serve on the original Com
mittee of 17, in the distinguished company of Ambas
sador Ake of the Ivory Coast, who happily is present
in the Assembly today.
90. In my considered opinion, the Organization will
be everlastingly in the debt of the late Nikita Khrush
chev and the Government and the people of the Soviet
Union for the noble service they rendered the inter
national community in proposing the Declaration for
adoption by the General Assembly. Whenever the
name of the Declaration is used here, we, former
subject peoples, must perforce be reminded ofour deep
gratitude to the Government and people of the Soviet
Union.
91. It is true that liberation is always in the hands of
a colonial people, but the Declaration established
once and for all the principles and legal framework
which should marshal zhe aspirations and sharpen the
dreams of a people determined to recapture its dignity
and sovereignty. Today the success of the Declaration
can be measured in quantified terms in millions of
souls. We salute the Government of the Soviet Union
for this great act of statesmanship. .
92. Alas, there are still pockets of "un-freedom"
in Africa and the Latin American region and other
places around the world. But the nature and the style
of imperialism has become more benign, due in large
measure, in my submission, to the insistence of the
imperatives of the Declaration.
93. Freedom will come to an the peoples that want
it, as surely as night follows day; then the Declaration
will have run its magnificent course. But its legacy
will linger and will be indelibly burnished into the
scrolls of history and the affairs of men. And we who
have played our small parts in this unfolding epoch
will be able to look back in the declining years and
say: "Thank God we have done our duty" 0

94. But I would be remiss in my duty if I were to
conclude this statement without paying respectful
tribute to some of the great heroes of liberation and of
the liberation movement as a whole who have fallen
on the field ofhonour in their legitimate attempt to bring
about the fulfilment of the purposes of this Declaration.
And so today, Mr. President, by your leave, I salute
from this podium of.the Assembly Eduardo Mondlane,
Albert Luthuli, Tom Mboya, Amilcar Cabral, Herbert
Chipeto and the dozens of gallant Algerians-·all great
African leaders who have made the supreme sacrifice
in the liberation of the African continent. Their names
will be immortalized in the history of the struggle we
celebrate today.

95. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now call on Mr. Peter lankowitsch of Austria, who
will speak on behalfof the Group of Western European
and Other States..

96. Mr. lANKOWITSCH (Austria) (interpretation
from French): I am pleased for several reasons to have
the honour to address the Assembly this morning as
Chairman of the Group of Western European and

" ~,
... ,<, -...

yet, measured against the background of its known
achievement, the Declaration would seem to have run
the successful course ofa millennium, for it has almost
fulfilled the charter of its original objectives.
85. If I have come to this podium in this commemo
rative meeting to hail the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
I have done so charged by a mandate of the Group of
Latin American States. This group of States would bid
me sing the praises of the historic Declaration in their
name and in the names too of Simon Bolivar, O'Hig
gins, Henri Christophe and Toussaint L'Ouverture.
The Group of Latin American States would urge me
to proclaim its adherence to the purposes and prin
ciples of freedom and self-determination enshrined in
the Declarr:ttion. And I am commanded by this group
to reaffirm ourfaith in the inalienable right ofall subject
peoples to recapture their complete sovereignty and
independence. I am equally enjoined to declare the
continuing support of the Group of Latin American
States for the survival of the Declaration until all colo
nial and vassal territories everywhere have emerged
from the benighted labyrinth of "un-freedom".
86. The very reasons which bring us to this proud
reflection, in this ceremony, upon the last 15 years of
the successful course of the Declaration must suffice,
in my respectful submission, to cause us to recall how
the Declaration came into existence in the first place.
87. If the history of th(~ systematic colonization of
Africa started with the Berlin Conference of 1884,
then the history of the scientific decolonization of

'Africa started on 6 March 1957, when Kwame Nkru
mah reconverted the colonial Gold Coast into the
independent State of Ghana and thereby unleashed an
inexorable tidal wave of freedom, which brought
i3 sovereign and independent Mrican States into the
United Nations in 1960. For the far-sighted General
de Gaulle of France saw quite clearly that, if his new·
Fifth Republic was to avoid the cal~mitous disintegra
tion of the Fourth Republic, he had to release the
French colonies in Africa and let them live in freedom
again. Because colonialism as an historical experience
is malum in se-bad in itself.-it has always brought
iniquitous consequences both upon its perpetrators and
upon its victims. Its fatal and nefarious end can never
come too soon.
88. Thus it was at"this juncture of the history of the
United Nations-indeed, at its fifteenth commemo
rative anniversary in 1960-that the gallant leaders of
the Soviet Union, possessed of the science and sense
of history, encapsulated the passing drama of the
co~onial experience in what has now become the
famous Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples. You will no doubt
permit me to recall that the General Assembly of 1960
is renowned for the attendance ofmany Heads ofState.
And the most important proposa) that emerged from
the fifte~nth session was the proposal we CO"llmemo
rat~ here today.
89. It was the late Mr. Nikita Khrushchev, Chair
man of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union,
who proposed tor the first time this historic Declara
tion on 'the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples. After the usual discussion the
proposal was immortalized ~n what has become resolu
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960. At that very
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Other States. First of all bec,.use we are today cele
brating the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial COiiiitnes'and Peoples, which was
adopted here IS years ago. That Declaration has
become, in a way, the essential point of reference for a
development which, more than any other event, has
left its imprint on the history of the United Nations
-and therefore of the world-in the past decade.
I am speaking of the process of decolonization, which,
as an event, can be considered as one of the most
significant and most positive development~ of the
second half of the twentieth century. The decoloniza
tion process has been indeed historic in the sense that
it has profoundly changed the political face of the
world; and if proof of this change is needed, one need
merely examine the evolution of this very Organiza
tion, which today has become an increasingly faith
ful reflection of the entire world and of all its regions
and peoples.
97. To describe decolonization as a creative and
positive event seems to me justified, first ofall because
of the fact that this process corresponds to the acces
sion to the right to self-determination by a great number
of peoples, which has opened the way for the increas
ingly active participation of all nations in the affairs of
the present-day world, a right formerly limited to a
small group of Powers. Thus "co-determination" has
been added to self-determination. Unquestionably,
decolonization is the result of the will and of the action
ofpeoples in all parts of the world, but I should also like
to pay a brief tribute here to the memory of all the
great statesmen of the world who, by their wisdom and
by their just recognition of the course of history, made
a significant contribution to the progress and success
of the decolonization process.

98. In speaking of decolonization, it is fitting to
recall here among many others the memory of Clement
Attlee, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Govern
ment, who as early as 1947 took the historic decision
to liberate India and Pakistan, which preceded so
many others on the road to natie>nall independence. It
is equally fitting to recall here, among many others,
the m~mory of General de Gaulle, whose courageous
action paved the way to freedom for so many African
nations. But it is even more fiUing to recall h~re the
memory of the great liberaturs of Africa, Asia and
Latin America who contributed to this process and
whose wisdom made it possible for this.process to take
place with a minimum of bloodshed and violence.
I would simply evoke the memory of Pandit Nehru,
Gamal Abdel Nasser and Kwame Nkrumah, and pay
tribute to the many oth~rs who, happily, are still
living.

99. To describe the decolonization process as
positive isjustified, in my view, because of the further
fact that it is precisely decolonization whid: has
made possible the establishment, among a large
number of nations of our world, of a new kind of
relations-relations characterized by the happy word
"co-operation"; and this c;:o-operation is partic~.darly

dear to the Group ofcountries which I have the honour
to represent here this morning.

lOO. The founding countries of the United Nations,
desirous of establishing a system of lasting peace and
security, certainly could not have imagined the impor
tance and scope which-the decolonization process was

to acquire. Now that this process is l!ilrgely concluded,
_,we can already perceive that this is an ~vent of historic

significance, and that the values of peace and security,
which marked the first years of the Organization,
have been supplemented by the values of indepen
dence, sovereignty and self-determination.
101. This task of liberation, so closely linked with
the names of the great statesmen whose memory
I evoked a moment ago, is now largely the respon
sibility of the Organization itself. The efforts of the
Organization have, as previous speakers ha'"e said,
been symbolized, above all, by the tireless effmts of
the various bodies set up by this very Assembly, such
as the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, the Special Committee against Apartheid and
the United Nations Council for Namibia. I should like
to associate myself with the vibrant tribute paid this
morning to their members and presiding officers, and
pay tribute also to all the Secretaries-General of the
Organization-Dag Hammarskjold and U Thant, as
well as our current Secretary-General-who have
contributed so much to this task. Thanks to all these
efforts, thanks to all these developments, the Organ
ization has nearly completed its aim of universality,
which has left a profound mark on it.
102. On the occasion ofthe celebration ofthe fifteenth
anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, let us
not forget that at the same time this is the thirtieth
anniversary ofour Organization, and we should not be
content with the recollection of history, however
inspiring it might be. The sometimes brutal breath
of reality, to which the Organization is not as indif
ferent as some believe, reminds us that we have not
yet reached the end ofour efforts. First, there remains
that group ofpeoples that has not yet found its freedom
and its right to self-determination. Our efforts to assist
them to achieve those rights will be a notable part of
the work of the Organization in the years to come. '
103. But there is still another task. If territorial
decolonization appears to be almost achieved, th~re'

are still serious and difficult problems to be solved
in the light of the same principles as have guided us
so far. Furthermore, we must recognize that freedom,
sovereignty and independence must now be accom
panied by independent economic development and the
full attainment of human rights and social justice. This
new stage in the struggle for a better world and a more
just and humane world order requires that all the
countries in the Assembly unite in a common effort.
104. The PRESIDENT (interpretation/rom French):
I call on Mr. Ouattara of Mali, Executive Secretary
of the Organization of African Unity to the United
Nations.
105. Mr. OUAITARA (Executive Secretary of the
Organization Qf African Unity) (interpretation from
French): The victorious liberation struggle of the
African peoples, which made it possible for a great
number of new African States to join the United
Nations at the beginning of the 1960s, and the deep
love for mankind and sacred respect for human dignity
expressed by the Heads ofState and Government of the
African c<.'ntinent were sufficient reasons for the
founding fathers of the OAU in May 1963 in Addis
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Ababa, to inscribe in letters of gold in the charter of s~mbly, and there is no need for me to dwell on that any
I their continental organi:lation their unshakable will further.
and solemn pledge to free the entire African continent 112. However, on an occasion such as today's
from co.lo~ial domination and exploitation and racial celebration, we believe we should be failing in our
oppressIOn. duty were we not to single out and denounce the
106. In the constant quest to achieve those objec- hypocritical attitude of the same Western countries. in
tives, they decided to co-ordinate their action with that particular. which only yestei"day were the unscru-
of the United Nations. That was the logical result of pulous and unholy allies of a misguided Fascist Por-
the similarity of the objectives of the two Organiza~ tuga~ and who today pose as the shameless defenders
tions in their constant search for freedom and in their of the white minority racist and colonial regimes which
absolute determination to respect the dignity of all are actively engaged in murdering and oppressing
mankind. For this reason it is quite natural for the the peace~loving people of Africa. Yesterday, at the

.OAU to be associated with today's ceremony. peak of the struggle of the freedom fighters ap,ainst
the worst forms of human degradation, those sudden

107. On behalf of the Secretary-General of the OAU, friends remained deaf to the caJl for assistance. We
I should like to express our deep appreciation of the therefore strongly deny them any right to pretend to
invitation that was extended to us to participate in be their defende.rs today.
today's celebration. But, over and above that formal
aspect, we see in this recognition an appreciation 113. The General Assembly remembers only too well
of the great contribution made by the Mrican people the manoeuvres and the desperate attempts made at
and the OAU to the implementation of the historic various levels by the same materially super-developed
Declaration that was adopted by the international Western countries in order to contain the tumultuous
community. surge of the liberation struggle. Yet no human being

has ever contained the flux of the sea with his naked
108. But, in addition to the legitimate pride which hands. And the cause of the just liberation of the
we feel today in having been able to contribute to people has gone on irresistibly and inexorably.
giving meaning, effect and content to the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 114. With patience and perseverance, but above all
tries and Peoples, we should like to take this oppor- with the faith which constantly sustained them, through
tunity to hail the great liberal;on effort made by the their strong belief in the United Nations, their high
United Nations during the past 15 years. regard for human dignity, their deep conviction that

colonialism and racism are contrary to the true nature
109. First of all, we should like to express to the of man, the members of the Special Committee did
Secretary-General our deep appreciation of the not allow themselves to be divert~d from the righteous
sustained and consistent personal interest he has path chosen by the United Nations. Today. on this
always shown in questions concerning the liberation historic occasion, on this solemn anniversary on behalf
struggle of the colonized peoples. Such interest is the of the OAU, I should like publicly to pay them a
expression of a true love for mankind, a love which deserving tiibute for a job very well done indeed.
embodies understanding, which is always the first 115. The international community is today going
quality of great men. through very exalting moments. This is <!ue to the
110. I should also like to take this opportunity to persistent efforts of the members of the Special Com-
extend the profound and sincere congratulations of the mittee of 24, and also to the va:i)t majority of this body
African peoples to the members of the Special Com- who have remained strong believers in the freedom
mittee and particularly to its Chairman, Mr. Salim of the people. Today, finally, decolonization has for
Ahmed Salim of Tanzania, without whose strong ever ceased to be an erratic concept and an unreason-
support it would have been almost impossible for the able demand. After a long march during which the
United Nations to achieve the many positive results freedom fighters aIld the peoples whose hopes they
that we are celebrating today. represent werp. spared no atrocity, we arre now reaching

, this ultimate goal to which all men ~llspire: that is,
[The speaker continued in English.] liberty, dignity, the right and the power to determine

111. The members of the Assembly are all too familiar their own destiny.
with the many difficulties of all kinds created by the 116. It has required numerous sacrifices, an unshak-
enemies of colonial freedom in order to hamper the
work of the United Nations in the field of decoloniza- able determination, an organization at the level of the
tion. The Assembly is all too conversant with all the ambitions, a political awareness daily strengthened

and asserted, and African solidarity and that of the
vicious and malicious attacks levied against the Com- peace-loving peoples to achieve these gratifying
mittee of 24 by the colonial Powers, with the support d
of some Western countries, their tradiiional allies. evelopments in the process of decolonization. It has
The African people will always recall with bitterness. also required_the persistent and unflinching efforts of
the flagrant attitude of non-co-operation with the the international community, through the Special
Committee of 24 adopted by those same Powers, and Committee on decolonization, to shake centuries of
with similar bitterness the resignation from member- stagnation,.ob~curantism, alienation and conservatism..
ship of the Committee of some of its Western mem- 117. It was thus that in the process the legitimacy
bers, which were just frightened to take stock of the ofthe liberation stmggle was recognized by the General
revolutionary liberation struggle of the oppressed Assembly. It was thus that those who were yesterday
peoples of the world. And, finally, the collusion of branded as terrorists have become today decent
some Western developed countries with the moribund nationalist militants who command the respect ofeven
colonial regimes is only too we)) known to the As- their avowed enemies, In the process the General
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Assembly decided to offer all sorts of assistance
-moral, political, diplomatic and material-to the
liberation movemenfsmreclry-and through the special
ized agencies.
118. Indeed, this was the turning-point, the point of
no return in the liberation struggle. From that mument
on, the liberation struggle of the oppressed people
gained a new dimension, the dimension of the whole
world; and this is precisely what led to the final debacle
of the colonial Powers.
119. However, while we can proudly hail the suc
cesses thus far recorded, on this anniversary day we
must remember that the struggle of the colonial people
is not yet over. In Zimbabwe the white minority
regime continues to resort to delaying tactics and
manoeuvres in a desperate attempt to postpone the
advent of m~jority rule in this Territory. Let there
be no doubt and no illusion. The liberation struggle
will continue to be intensified in tha~ Territory until
complete independence, if the white racist minority
is not wise enough to grasp the significance of the
wind of change which is engulfing southern Africa.
120. One cannot speak of Rhodesia without referring
to South Africa, the only country in the world h-:. this
century ofemancipation which dares to boast of having
the right to institutionalize racism and racial discrimi
nation.
121. The quiet, arrogant and haughty power of South
Africa should not give rise to illusions, as the laws of
history are relentless. The freedom fighters in South
Africa will triumph in spite of all the sophisticated
means of repression, in spite of the materialization of
the complicities of the big Powers blinded by their
immediate and short-term mercantile interests.
122. Quite naturaUy, the problem of Namibia cannot
be understood except in the framework of decoloni
zation. In order to perpetuate its illegal occupation of
this Territory, the South African regime continues
undisturbed its policy of bantustans, in spite of the
fact that the international community has rejected and
condemned this concept. Repression is being in
tensified in this Territory; mass arrests and intimida-

. tion of the population are daily taking place. The
shameful exploitation and plunder of the mining
resources ofNamibiacontinue in an organized manner.
123. The situation in this international territory has
deteriorated during the last year. The continued
occupation of Namibia by Pretoria is a flagrant act of
aggression against the Namibian people. The sustained
policy of bantustans also prejudices the national unity
and territorial integrity of the country. The OAU has
reaffirmed its total and unconditional support to the
people of Namibia, under the leadership of the South
West Africa People's Organization, in its legitimate
struggle to put an end to the illegal occupation of their
Territory by the Pretoria regime.
124. As for the other territories still under foreign
domination, the OAU sincerely hopes that the colonial
Powers concerned will estaulish a time-table for the
granting of independence to those territories.
125. The freedom and independence of peoples are
sacred and not negotiable. It is ajust cause. Those who
have always believed and accepted the challenge of
working for its defen~e are today gratified in welcoming
the basic changes which have taken place in the former

Portuguese colonies and elsewhere, and tomorrow,
undoubtedly, the same just cause will triumph and
sweep away the regimes of the racist, oppressive and
exploiting minority.
126. The OAU wishes once more to express its
appreciation for the tremendous positive role played
by the United Nations an the legitimate struggle for
national liberation in Africa. The results acltieved are
impressive, but what remains to be accomplished is
still considerable.
127. It must be known that the African peoples are
convinced that as long as a single African nation
remains under oppression, the freedom of the others
cannot but be a hypothetical freedom. We remain
convinced that the harmonious application of power
by the majority in these countries would cr~ate in
Rhodesia, South Mrica and Namibia decisive con~i

tions, ifnot on the military leve~, at least on the political
and psychological levels, for the liberation of these
countries from the hideous yoke of racism and domi
nation.
128. It is up to the racist Governments of South
Africa and Rhodesia to learn from the lessons of
history and to advance in the direction of the light of
independence and liberation. If they remain deaf and
blind to the irreversible trend of the times, they will
be carried away by the swift current of the African
revolution for dignity, freedom and progress.

[The speaker resumed in French.]
129. I will conclude by extending to you the warm
congratulations of the OAD for the outstanding and
effective way in which you have piloted the vessel of
the General Assembly through the stormy seas of our
very stimulating debates. You, like most of the repre
sentatives of African ~ountries, represent a small
country which has never had any wish for power or
hegemony, and our countries have not lost any of the
friendly feelings for you that they felt at the time of
your election. Throughout these weeks ofjoint activity
we have had a strong feeling of greater understand ing
between us and Luxembourg, a country which is for
many of us living proof that a small country, despite its·
size, can make a major contribution to civilization
and world peace.
130. The PRESIDENT (interpretation/rom French):
I can upon Mr. Driss, representative of Tunisia, who
will speak on behalf of the Group of Arab States.
131. Mr. DRISS (Tunisia) (interpretation from
Arabic): My brother Abdalla Saleh Ashtal, Ambas-
sador of the People's Democratic RepubHc of Yemen,
as head of the Arab Group of States for this month at
the United Nations has asked me to speak on his behalf
on this occasion in order to express the Group's
appreciation of the efforts exerted by the Secretary
General and his assistants and by the Special Com
mittee on decolonization to urge on the fight asainst
imperialism and to enable all peoples and countries
to exercise the right to self·determination.
132. Two days ago we commemorated Human Rights
Day here at the United Nations, and today we are
commemorating the fifteenth anniversary of the adop
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The Arab
peoples, which also suffered under the yoke of impe
rialism and have, through their own struggle, liberated
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downfall of all colonial systems of imperialism. It
meant that the major events that occurred after the
war were reflected first of all by the strep.gthening of
the socialist system and the entry into the United
Nations ofa large number ofyoung States from Africa,
Asia and Latin America, which has changed the face
of the world in a positive manner. There was thus
created a favourable situation which made it possible
in the 1953s and 1960s to raise the question of the
total liquidation of that execralle image of the impe
rialist policy of the past colon~alism, which enslaved
and sl.bjugated millions.

Mr. Paguene (Mozambique), Vice-President. took
the Chair.

142. The Declaration on decolonization represents
a new era in the history of the United Nations. In that
Declaration the Organization stated that the subjection
ofpeoples to the colonial yoke and imperialist exploita
tion and the violation offundamental buman rights were
contrary to the Charter and a balTIer to co-operation
among peoples and to the maintenance of poace. The
Declaration proclaims "the necessity of bringing to a
speedy and unconditional end colonialism in all its
forms and manifestations", and confirms the right of
peoples to self-determination. The General Assembly,
in that Declaration, also declared that all peoples, what
ever the colour of their skin, had a right to build their
national life in freedom and to follow a free domestic
policy of social, economic and cultural development
in accordance with their own aspirations. The Declara
tion gave new life and a new and formidable task to
the United Nations.

143. The question of the application nf the Declara
tion has played a considerable role in the work of the
whole Organization and of the specialized agencies of
the United Nations family. The principles proclaimed
in the Declaration were subsequently developed in
many resolutions of the General Assembly and other
organs of the United Nations, in particular in the
programme of action for the fuU implementation of the
declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples [resolution 2621
(XXV)], the International Convention on the Elimina
tion ot' All Forms of Racial Discrimination [resolu
tion 2106 A (XX). annex], the International Conven
tion on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
of apartheid Lresolution 3068 (XXVllI). annex], and
other conventions. Tile United Nations has recognized
the legitimacy of the ~truggle of colonial peoples, by
all means, for their freedom and independence, and
has invited all Member States and international organ
iZ~l:=ons to give material and moral support to colonial
peoples in that struggle.

144. Implementing the ideals and principles formu
lated in the Declaration, the colonial peoples, with the
support of all the progressive forces of the world and,
in particular, of the socialist countries, have achieved
remarkable success in the fight against colonialism and
imperialism.

145. Comparing the past with the present, it can be
seen that while at the time o( the adoption of the Decla
ration there were more than 90 Territories which
were under trusteeship or non-self-governing, in which
lived tens of millions of people, today most of those
Territories have become Members of the United
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themselves, fully understand the importance of this
I great day.

133. We should like here to salute the 'fS who
have CaHen on the field of honour for de">7~.\ ··l, and
those who, particula'l'ly in the African States, " ,ltinae
to struggle, to die, to make sacrifices and to faH as
martyrs for their dignity and honour.
134. On this great and glorious occasion we' look
forward to the day when all peoples will be liberated,
when they will dedicate all their latent powers to
co-operation, to prosperity and the happiness of
mankind, to the implementation ofhuman rights, to the
right of mankind to dignity and honour, to liberty and
to prosperity.
135. We renew our pledge as Arab States and Arab
peoples, and reaffirm this pledge of solidarity; we
salute all the militant fighters everywhere, in every part
of the world, on this glorious occasion.
136. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I call upon Mr. Malik of the Soviet Union.
137. Mr. MALIK (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics) (interpretation from Russian): Speaking on this
solemn occasion on behalf of the Soviet Union, the
country which took the initiative in proposing the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, I should like to
express our profound satisfaction that the General
Assembly has devoted a solemn meeting to the fifteenth
anniversary of the adoption of that lJec1aration, which
has also been called the Declaration on decolonization.
138. That historic occasion not only enables us to
assess tl\e admirable course which has been pursued
in such important fields of human relations as the
liberation of peoples from the colonial yoke, but also
to consider the work that the United Nations and
mankind must do to achieve the complete and swift
elimination of the last vestiges of colonialism.

139. I believe that today no Member of the United
Nations can deny or underestimate the considerable
importance of the role played in the destiny of peoples
and in the activities of the United Nations by the
Declaration on decolonization. It was adopted despite
~he forces of racism, colonialism and imperialism, and
immediately became the anti-colonialist document
par excellence of the United Nations, a kind of anti
colonial manifesto. It struck a final moral and political
blow at all efforts to maintain the discredited colonial
empires or to maintain colonialism behind a slightly
modified fa~ade.

140. The fact that the Soviet Union took the initiative
on the Declaration gives us legitimate pride, and we
note with satisfaction the important and constructive
contributions made by other Members of the United
Nations, above ail the socialist and non-aligned coun
tries which were the sponsors of the Declaration.

141. The celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of
the Declaration coincides with two important historic
occasions: the thirtKeth anniversary of the victory
over fascism and cf the establishment of the United
Nations. The historic victory of the united .and allied
nations over the dark forces of fascism, a victory to
which the Soviet people made an enormous contribu
tion, liberated a large part of the world, had a consider
able impact on post-war history and hastened the
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Nations and participate in the struggle for the final
elimination of colonialism.
146. We congratulate today all the States which
having become members of the United Nations afte;
1960, that is after the adoption of the Declaration
have given the Organization a new impeLus for fruitfui
activities and p~rticipate in the process of the develop
ment of humamty on the road of progress and peace.
147. We are delighted that today the United Nations
represents almost the entire world. This Organization
has become truly universal. In that lies the strength
of the Or:ganization" In that is the supreme hope of
all mankind-that this universal Organization· can
achieve the princ~pal objective set for it by its founders;
to save sl!cceedmg generations from the scourge of
war.
148. In summing up the results achieved by the
national liberation movement in the world in recent
years it must be said that the most favourable condi
tions for the struggle ofpeoples for their liberation were
created by detente, which, thanks to the persistent
efforts of the Soviet Union, the other socialist coun
tries, the non··aligned countries and all progressive
forces, became a powerful factor in the positive
changes in the international arena.
149. It was precisely when, thanks to detente, the
process of radically changing international relations
on the basis of peaceful coexistence 2.ffiong peoples
began, that the peoples witne§sed an unprecedented
attack by the I iberation movements against colonialism
and imperialism, thanks to which those movements
with growing aid from their natural allies forced th~
~olonizers to withdraw and abandon their positions
m the great majority of colonial Territories.

150.. The decline of the last colonial empire, that of
FaSCist Portugal, was an event of considerable histor
ical importance which exercised, and wit! continue to
exercise in the near future, enormous influence on the
situation in Africa as regards the pursuit of the struggle
of the peoples of that <.ilntinent against the remnants
of the racist and colonial regimes in Southern Rhodesia
Namibia and South Africa. We salute the liberatio~
of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and
Angola which, having thrown off the yoke of the
Portuguese Fascists have become independent. In the
course of 1975 alone, the United Nations welcomed
six new Member States.

151. In celebrating the fifteenth anniversary of
the Declaration, we must not forget that the aims
announced in that Declaration have not yet been
completely achieved. Because of the ferocious opposi
tion ofcolonialism and racism, supported by the forces
of ~~action and imperialism, which cling to their
pos.tlons, the peoples of more than 40 Territcries are
still !iving under the yoke of colonialism. The gravity
of the colonial problem is in no way lessened by the
fact that the majority of colonial and dependent Terrl
torie~ ~hich still exist today are relatively small
T~rrltoTles. The Declaration on decolonization applies
WIth equal force to all colonial Territories, large or
small.

152. The Programme of Action for the Full Imple
mentation of the Declaration, adopted by the General
Assembly in 1970, emphasizes that "the question of
territorial size, geographical isolation and limited

resources should in no way delay the implementation
of the Declaration". In southern Africa the colonizers
and racists, with the support of international reac
tionary forces, nevertheless try to carry out a counter
attack. The illegal regime of Ian Smith, under their
tutelage, actively provokes the national liberation
mo~e.ments of Zimb~bwe, th~s insolently flouting the
deCISions of the Umted Nations. The racist Govern
ment of South Africa, following the abhorrent policy
of apartheid and illegaUy occupying Namibia, has
started to commit acts of open aggression against
the young independent African States.
153. The Declaration on decolonization, in its spirit
and in its cuntent, is completely consistent with the
essential interests of the oppressed peoples and con
stitutes a powerful political and moral base for their
struggle for self-determination and independence.
154. The Soviet Union, which, from the beginning
of its existence, has been in the forefront of the great
movement towards freedom from imperialism and
colonialism a:.,d which took th~ initiative which led to
the adoption of the Declaration on decolonization,
attributes, as in the past, the greatest importance to
and joins in the struggle of the peoples of Africa for:
the complete implementation of the principles and
purposes of the Declaration.
155. The Soviet Union and the countries of the
socialist community believe tbat genuin~ and stable
peace on our planet can nev~~r be completely guar
31. "ed so long as coloniaijgm, racisrn, apartheid and
other forms of foreign domination of peoples continue
to exist. The programme for peac~ proclaimed five
years ago by the XXIVth Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union stated clearly that "the
decisions of the United Nations on the eradication of
the vestiges of colonialism must be fully implemented.
Racism and apartheid must be condemned and gen
erally boycotted."
156. Today, on the eve of the XXVth Congress of
the Party, when our people draw up a balance sheet
of what it has accomplished in the past five years, the
Soviet Union can only draw great satisfaction from.

. the fact that the various measures it has taken during
those years in implementing the programme for peace
have contributed to the success of the struggle of
peoples against colonialism and the racist yoke.
157. We look forward to the future with optimism
becau.se. we are convinced that the task of eradicating
col0t.uahsm f~om the earth, completely and definitely,
as laid down ID the Declaration 15 years ago, will soon
be concluded.

158. Finally, in the name of the Soviet delegation,
I should like to express at this high rostrum our grati
tude to the Special Committee on decolonization and
to the Special Committee against Apartheid for all
their efforts for the implementation of the Declaration
on decolonization. I should also like to express our
gratitude to the Chairmen of those Committees, the
Ambassador of Tanzania, Mr. Salim, and the Ambas
sador of Guinea, Mrs. Jeanne Martin Cisse, for their
valiant and tireless work for the success of the liber
ation struggle of the peop~es still suffering oppression.

159. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I declare closed the special meeting to commemorate
the fifteenth anniversary of the adoption ofthe Declara-
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tion on the Grclnting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples.

The meeting rose at /./0 p.m.
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NOTE

I See Official Records of th(' General Ass('mbly. TlI'enty-fifth
Session. Plenary Meetings, vol. I, l866th meeting, para. I~9.
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