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AGENDA ITEM 59

United Nations Environment Programme:
(a) Repor~ of the Governing Council;
(b) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human

Settlements: report of the Secretary-General;
(c) Criteria governing multilateral rmancing of housing

and human settlements: report of the Secretary­
General

REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE
(A/I0412)

United Nations University:
(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations Uni­

versity;
(b) Report of the Secretary-General

REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE
(A/I04(0)

AGENDA ITEM 63

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-Ordinator: report of the Secretary-General

REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE
(A/I0387)

AGENDA ITEM 66

Economic co-operation among developing countries:
report of the Secretary-General

REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITIEE
(A/l0415)

l. Mr. KARIM (Bangladesh), Rapporteur of the
Second Committee: I have the honour to present to
the General Assembly the reports of the Second
Committee on agenda items 59,62,63 and 66, contained
in documents A/I0412, A/I0400, A/10387 clltd A/I0415,
respectively.

2. In connexion with item 59, in paragraph 27 of
document A/I0412 the Second Committee recom­
mends to the General Assembly the adoption of five
draft resolutions and in paragraph 28 of the same
document the Second Committee recommends to the
General Assembly the adoption of a draft decis~on.

Draft resolutions I, Ill, IV and V and the draft decision
were adopted by the Committee without a vote. Draft
resolution II was adopted by 70 votes to none, with
22 abstentions.

3. In connexion with item 62, in paragraph 9 of
document A/I0400 the Committee recommends to the
Gener.al Assembly the adoption of a draft resolution
which the Committee adopted without a vote.

4. In connexion with item 63, in paragraph 10 of
document A/l0387 the Committee recommends to the
General Assembly the adoption oftwo draft resolutions
which the Committee adopted without a vote.

5. In connexion with item 66, in paragraph 8 of docu­
ment A/I0415 the Committee recommends to the Gen­
eral Assembly the adoption of a draft resolution which
the Committee adopted without a vote.

Pursuant to rule 66 of the rules ofprocedure, it was
decided not to discuss the reports of the Second
Committee.
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6. The PRESIDENT (illtt'rpretcltion from French):
The positions of delegations were made clear in the
Second Committee itself in respect of the various
draft resolutions and the draft decision recommended
by the Committee to the Assembly and those positions
are reflected ·in the relevant summary records of the
Second Committee.
7. I invite members ofthe Assembly to turn first to the
report on agenda item 59. I shall now call on those
representatives who wish to explain their votes before
the vote on any or all five draft resolutions and on the
draft decision recommended by the Second Com­
mittee. Representatives will also have an opportunity
to explain their votes after all th~ votes have been
taken.
8. Mr. GONZALEZ ARIAS (Paraguay) (illtc'rprc'ta­
tion from Spanish): The Paraguayan delegation would
like to place on record that we sha~l vote in favour
of draft resolution IV. concerning the report of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment
Programme.

9. However, as mention is ma~e in the draft resolu­
tion of the need for the United Nations Environment
Programme to be in line. inter alia, with the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States [resolution 328/
(XXIX)]. and since in article 3 of that Charter special
mention is made of natural resources shared by two
or more countries. my delegation wishes to place on
record that it maintains the same objections that it has
already stated on several occasions with regard to the
implementation and application of that article.
10. Mr. HILLEL (Israel): I should like to put on
record that my delegation did not participate in the
consensus on draft resolution V. Our position is
motivated by the fact that. according to operative
paragraphs 1 (b) and 3 of the draft resolution, the
Palestine Liberation Organization is authorized to take
part in the Vancou :/er Conference.
11. The position of my delegation wa~ put on record
during the debate on the subject in the SecJnd Com­
mittee. Let me only say that it is a sad sign for the
United Nations, and in particular for the Conference
on Human Settlements, that a group which has ac­
quired a world-wide reputation by its actions of indis­
criminate terror should be invited to participate in an
internationaJ gathering dealing with aspects of human
settlements and constructive actions for the betterment
of our existence.

12. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
We shall now take decisions on the five draft resolu­
tions recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 27 of its report [AI/04/2].

13. Draft resolution I relates to ..Dissemination of
information and mobilization of public opinion re­
garding the United Nations Habitat and Human
Settlements Foundation". The Second Committee
adopted that draft resolution without a vote. May
I consider that the General Assembly wishes to do
likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 3434
(XXX)).

14. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
Draft resolution 11 refers to the ··United Nations
Environment Programme". I put it to the vote.

The draft resolution was adopted by /00 votes to
mme, lI'ith 21 ah.'1telltiOll.'i (resolution 3435 (XXX)).

15. The PRESIDENT (interprc'tation from French):
Draft resolution III is entitled •·Conventions and
protocols in the field of environment". The Second
Committee adopted that draft resolution without a
vote. May I consider that the Assembly wishes to do
likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resoitit;on 3436
(XXX).

16. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
Draft resolution IV relates to the •• Report of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environ­
ment Programme". The Second Committee adopted
that draft resolution without a vote. May I take it that
the General Assembly also adopts it without a vote?

The elra}t resolution was adopted (rc'solution 3437
(XXX»).

17. The PRESIDENT (i"terpretation from French):
Draft resolution V is entitled •• Habitat: United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements". The report of
the Fifth Committee on the administrative and financial
implications of that draft resolution is contained in
document A/t0449. Draft resolution V was adopted
without a vote by the Second Committee. May I con­
sider that it is also adopted without a vote by the
Assembly?

The elraft resolutio" was adopted (resolution 3438
(XXX)).

18. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now invite members to turn to the draft decision
recommended by the Second Committee in. para­
graph 28 of its report. The Second Committee adopted
that draft decision without a vote. May I consider
that the General Assembly wishes to do likewise?

The draft decision was adopted.

19. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I shall now call on those representatives who wish to
speak in explanation of vote after the voting.
20. Mr. MYERSON (United States of America):
With regard to draft resolution V. my delegation put
its views on record in the Second Committee. I shall
not repeat them at length here. I simply wish to recall
and reaftirm them. .

21. Mr. ROSSI (Italy): The Italian delegation. on
behalf of the nine member States of the European
Economic Community, wishes to make the foUowing
remark concerning operative paragraph 3 of draft reso­
lution V, just adopted by the Assembly.
22. Recalling the statement we previously made in
the Second Committee. I should like to repeat that
audio-visual material financed by the United Nations
should be utilized within a strict technical framework
by States which are in a position to exhibit films or
slides containing original ideas in the field of human
settlements. for the benefit of the Habitat Conference
and the international community.
23. Mr. RODRIGUES VALLE (Brazil): With regard
to draft resolution IV, my delegation would like to state
for the record that it 'reaffirms its views-expressed
on previous occasions-on resolution 3129 (XXVIII),
on article 3 of the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States and on decision 44 (Ill) of the Gov-
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erning Council of the United Nations E.lVironment
Programme (UNEP) [see A/IOO25, annex I].
24. Mr. OLIVERI L6PEZ (Argentina) (interpreta­
tion from Spanish): In view of the great importance
that my delegation attaches to the problem of the
environment and the work of UNEP and taking into
account some of the explanations of vote made this
morning. my delegation would like to take this oppor­
tunity to express again. in plenary meeting, its full
support for the decisions just taken by the General
Assembly and to explain the basis for its position in
each specific case.
25. We believe that draft resolution 11 merely seeks
a solution to a regrettable vestige of the last world
conflagration. As time has passed it has become evident
that very little can be expected from bilateral action.
That makes action by UNEP all the more advisable.
UNEP's resources are indeed well used in this great
humanitarian cause.
26. Argentina, which is a member of the Preparatory
Committee for the Vancouver Conference, has given
its enthusiastic support to the international com­
munity's efforts to find appropriate solutions to the
problem of human settlements. We are convinced that
the man-made ~nvironment is as important to human
well-being as the natural environment. Hence we
support the proposal contained in draft resolution V
-a proposal originally submitted by the host country
of the Conference-as well as the can for the mobiliza­
tion of public opinion made in draft resolution I.
27. My country, which will contribute three exhibits
to the Habitat Conference, hopes that the audio­
visual material will cover as broad a spectrum as
possible of national experience, both from the devel­
oped world and from the third world. Hence, we fully
support givpng financial assistance to ensure t~e

participation of the national liberation movements 10

the forthcoming event, as is requested in operative
paragraph 3 of draft resolution V.

28. Argentina plays an active part in the Governing
Council of UNEP. We therefore wish to express our
consideration at the consensus reached with regard
to the decisions adopted at the third session of that
Council. This is referred to in operative paragraph 1
of draft resolution IV.

29. Without wishing in the least to underestimate
the importance of an those draft decisions, we m~st

express the overriding importance that the Argentme
:Government attaches to decision 44 (Ill) of the Gov­
erning Council of UNEP, concerning co-operation in
the environmental domain in relation to the natural
resources shared by two or more States. We believe
that the Governing Council took a very positive step
in agreeing to convene an intergovernmental group
of experts to draw up a draft code of ~onduct t~ gu!de
States in the conservation and harmoOlous explOitation
of the aforementioned resources. That will provide a
sound basis for progress towards a system of.inf<?rma­
tion and prior consultation on the matter, which IS the
fundamental goal of co-operation which the General
Assembly enshrined at its twenty-eighth session and
which was subsequently confirmed in article 3 of the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States.
30. It has been arglled that before progress can be
made in that. direction a definition must be found for

"shared natural resources". We do not believe that
that is advisable either in theory or in practice. Indeed,
in ancient times, the founders of Roman law pointed
out the danger of trying to draw up definitions, because
they might have a limiting effect on the development
ofconcepts in the future. The United Nations is aware
of the time and effort that can be wasted in such exer­
cises. The Programme has shown that we were right,
and the correct path has been taken. The excellent
report drawn up by the Executive Director-a report
of which the resolution on which we are com~~nting

takes note--contains information that is very relevant
to the subject. The study by the group of ex~rts to
which I have already referred and the contributions
made-and to be continued~y the specialized
agencies and bodies of the United Nations system,
will do the rest. In that respect I should like to note with

.interest the study undertaken by the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research referred to in its
report [A/IOOI4].
31. Thus, we can approach seriously the determina­
tion of a specific procedure for co-operation between
States with the same natural eco-systems. Argentina
does not share the Voltairian principle that "one coun­
try can win only if another loses". Argentina firmly
believes that through co-operation it is possible for
everyone to win, without anyone being harmed. That,
at least, is the aim of our action.
32. On the same lines, we wish to say that because
decision 44 (Ill) refers to the same preventive prin­
ciples as are at the basis of draft resolution III which
the Assembly has just adopted, we unreservedly
support the goals and strategies of UNEP in the sphere
of national and international environmental law,
mentioned in that draft resolution.
33. Finally, the Argentine delegation, which attaches
the proper importance to the drawing up of criteria
for the multilateral financing of housing and human
settlements, particularly in the developing countries,
regrets that this subject was not given sufficient atten­
tion at the current session, and we endorse the deci­
sion adopted in this connexion.
34. Mr. VALDES (Bolivia) (interpretation from
Spanish): My delegation wishes to take this oppo~­

tunity to repeat its reservation, already expressed ID
the Second Committee, with regard to operative
paragraph 2 of draft resolution IV.
35. Mr. GONZALEZ de cossio (Mexico) (inter­
pretation from Spanish): My delegation wishes to
associate itself with the statement just made by the
representative of Argentina regarding the various parts
of decision 44 (Ill) adopted by the Governing Council
of UNEP in respect of shared natural resources. That
decision is embodied in operati~:e paragraphs 2 and 3
of draft resolution IV.
36. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now invite members to turn to the note by the Secre­
tary-General [A/I0376], dealing with the election of the
Executive Director of UNEP.

37. In that note the Secretary-General informs the
Assembly that owing to Mr. Maurice F. Strong's
resignation effective 31 December 1975, he has decided
to nominate Mr. Mostafa Kamal Tolba, at present
Deputy Executive Director of UNEP, to serve as
Executive Director ofthe Programme for the unexpired

\ ;.,;/t.
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portion of Mr. Strong's term-that is, from I January to
31 December 1976.

38. Unless a vote by secret ballot is requested,
I would suggest that the Assembly elect Mr. Tolba
as Executive.Director by acclamation.

It uoas ~'O decille(/.

39. The PRESIDENT (intapretation jh"" f"rencl,):
In accordance with the decision taken by the Gen­
eral Assembly, I declare Mr. Mostafa Kamal Tolba
elected Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme for a term of one year,
beginning on 1 January 1976.

40. I congratulate Mr. Tolba on the contidence which
the Assembly has placed in him. and wish him every
success in his particularly valuable work.

41. On behalf of the Assembly I should also like to
take this opportunity to thank Mr. Maurice Strong
for the able and dedicated manner in which he dis­
charged his responsibilities as Executive Director of
the Programme. The United Nations will remember
him for his untiring efforts on behalf of •'Only One
Earth" to protect and enhance our planet's environ­
ment. We extend to him our best wishes for continued
success in his future endeavours.

42. We turn now to the report of the Second Com­
mittee on agenda ite'" 62. I invite the Assembly to
take a decision on the draft resolution recommended
in paragraph 9 of the report [A {10400]. The Second
Committee adopted this draft resolution without a vote.
May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do
likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 3439
(XXX)).

43. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
We shall now consider the report of the Second Com­
mittee on agenda item 63. and take a decision on the
two draft resolutions recommended in paragraph 10 of
the report [.4/10387].

44. Draft resolution I is entitled" Assistance in cases
of natural disaster and other disaster situations".
The Second Committee adopted this draft resolution
without a vote. May I take it that the General As­
sembly wishes to do likewise?

The draft resolution H'as adopted (resolution 3440
(XXX)).

45. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
Draft resolution 11 is entitled .. Assistance to the
drought-stricken areas of Ethiopia". The Second
Committee adopted this draft resolution without a
vote. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes
to do likewise?

The draft resolution was adoptee! (resolution 344/
rXX'K)).

46. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
The Assembly will now consider the report of the
Second Committee on agenda item 66. The draft.
resolution recommended in paragraph 8 of the report
[AjJ04J5] was adopted without a vote. May I take it
that the General Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Tlw elmj' r('solutio" ",as adopted (resolution 3442
(XXX)).

AGENDA ITEM 19

Election of twenty members of the Governing Council
of the UnUed Nations Environment Programme

47. The PRESIDENT (interpretclt;on from French):
The General Assembly will now proceed to the election
of 20 members of the Governing CouncH of UNEP to
replace those members whose term of office expires
on 31 December 197.5.

48. The 20 outgoing members are: Australia, Burundi,
Central African Republic, Chile, German Democratic
Republic. Iraq, Jordan, Madagascar, Mexico, Nether­
lands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Poland,
Senegal, Sri Lanka, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United Republic
ofTanzania. Those members are eligible for immediate
re-election.

49. I should like to remind members that after I Jan­
uray 1976 the following States will still be members
of the Governing Council: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
China, Colombia. Czechoslovakia. Egypt, Finland,
France, Gabon, Germany, Fed.eral Republic of, Ghana,
Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Jamaica. Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Libyan Arab
Republic, Malaysia, Morocco, Philippines, Romania,
Sierra Leone, Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Sweden,
Syrian Arab Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United States of America, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia and Zaire.

.50. Under rule 92 of the rules of procedure, all
elections must be held by secret ballot and there shall
be no nominations. However, I have been informed
that with the agreement of all groups it has been sug­
gested that to save time we should not resort to that
particular procedure at the present election and that the
vote by secret ballot should be dispensed with when­
ever the number of candidates endorsed by a partic­
ular regional group corresponds to the number of seats
to be filled in that group. In such cases, those candi­
dates would simply be declared elected. If I hear no
objection, may I take it that the Assembly agrees to
proceed to the election on that basis?

It was so decided.

51. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I should like to announce that the Chairmen of the
regional groups have informed me of the followmg
candidatures: 6 from African States: the Central'
African Republic, Liberia, Rwanda, Somalia, Togo and
Uganda; 4 from Asian States: Cyprus, Iraq, Kuwait
and Thailand; 2 from Eastern European States: Hun­
gary and Poland; 4 from Latin American States:
Grenada, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay; 4 from Western
European and otlier States: Belgium, Greece, New
Zealand and the United Kingdom.

52. Since the number of candidates endorsed by each
group corresponds to the number of seats to be filled
in that group, I declare those candidates elected mem­
bers of the Governing Council of UNEP.

"_.. ' "1.:" .. f,
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AGENDA ITEM 18

Election of fifteen members of the Industrial
Development Board

AGENDA ITEM S6

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(concluded):*

(a) Report of the Second General Conference of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organ­
ization;

(b) Report of the Industrial Development Board

REPORT OF.i'HE SECOND COMMITTEE
(A/10455)

53. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
We shall now proceed to the election of 15 members
of the Industrial Development Board to replace those
members whose term ofoffice expires on 31 December
1975. In this connexion, I should like to draw the
attention of the Assembly to the note by the Secretary­
General [AII0455], relating to the revision of the lists
of States eligible for election to the Industrial Devel­
opment Board. May I take it that the General Assembly
decides to adopt the draft resolution ,n paragraph 2
of document A/10455?

The draji resolution WllS adopted (resolution 3401 B
(XXX».'
54. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
The 15 outgoing members are: China, Finland, Ger­
many, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iran, Liberia,
Mexico, Nigeria, Romania, Rwanda, Spain, Sri
Lanka, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Uruguay and Venezuela. Those members are
eligible for immediate re-election.

55. I should like to remind members that the folJowing
States will still be members of the Industrial Devel­
opment Board after I January 1976: Algeria, Argentina,
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
France, Gabon, India, Indonesia, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Union of Soviet So­
cialist Republics, United Republic of Tanzania,
United States of America and Zambia. Therefore those
States are not eligible for election.
56. Under rule 92 of the rules of procedure, all
elections must be held by secret ballot and there shall
be no nominations. However, it has been suggested
that that requirement should be waived, to save the
time of the General Assembly, and that the vote by
secret ballot be dispensed with if the number of can­
didates endorsed by a particular regional group cor­
respon~s to the number of seats to be filled by that
group. In such cases those candidates would be auto­
matically declared elected. If I hear no objection,
I shall take it that the Assembly agrees to proceed to
the election on that basis.

It was so decided.
57. The PRESIDENT (intelpretation from French):
I should like to announce that the Chairmen of the

* Resumed from the 2420th meeting.

regional groups have informed me of the following
candidatures: 6 from list A: China, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria,
United Republic of Cameroon and Upper Volta;
5 from list B: Denmark, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Turkey and United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland; 3 from list C: Grenada, Mexico
and Venezuela; and 1 from list D: Romania.

58. Since the number of candidates endorsed by each
group corresponds to the number of seats to be filled
in that group, I declare those candidates elected
members of the Industrial Development Board for a
three-year period beginning on 1 January 1976.

AGENDA ITEM 21

Election of twelve members of the Board of Governors
of the United Nations Special Fund

59. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):,
We shall now proceed to the election of 12 members
of the Board of Governors of the United Nations
Special Fund to replace those members whose term of
office expires on 31 December 1975.

60. The 12 outgoing members are: Costa Rica,
France, Guyana, Japan, Nepal, Norway, Pakistan,
Somalia, Sudan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Upper Volta and Venezuela. Those members are
eligible for immediate re-election.

61. I should like to remind Members that after
1 January 1976 {Lhe following States will still be mem­
bers of the Botard of Governors: Algeria, Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Chad, Czechoslovakia, India, Iran,
Kuwait, Madagascar, Netherlands, Nigeria, Paraguay,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian
Arab Republic, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Yugoslavia
and Zaire.

62. Under rule 92 of the rules of procedure, all
elections must be held by secret ballot and there shall
be no nominations. However, it has been suggested
that for the present election that requirement should
be waived, to save the time of the General Assembly,
and that the vote by secret ballot be dispensed with if
the number of candidates proposed by a particular
regional group corresponds to the number of seats to
be filled by that group. In such cases, those candidates
would be declared elected. If I hear no objection,
I shall take it that, as in the preceding cases, the As­
sembly agrees to proceed to the election on t" •• basis.

It was so decided.

63. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I should like to announce that the Chairmen of the
regional groups have informed me of the following
candidatun;~s: 3 from African States: Somalia, Sudan
and Upper Voila; 2 from Asian States: Nepal and
Pakistan; I from Eastern European States: Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics; and 3 from Latin American
States: Costa Rica, Guyana and Venezuela.

64. Since the nu mber ofcandidates endorsed by those
groups corresponds to the number of seats to be filled,
I decla:"~ those candidates elected members of the
Board of Governors of the United Nations Special
Fund.

-';<',. .,',- .
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I Resolution 3401 A (XXX) was adopted at the 2420th meeting.
held on 28 November 1975.

The meeting rose at 11.50 a.m.

67. The PRESIDENT (interprettlt;on from French):
The General Assembly takes note of your comments.
I have tried to avoid setting a precedent, and that is why
I consulted the Assembly in each case as to whether it
would agree to this procedure on each item of the
agenda, thus avoiding the risk in question.

General Assembly-Thirtieth Session-~n.ry Meetlnp

65. With regard to the group of Western European
and other States, there are 2 candidates for the 3 va­
cancies to be filled: France and Norway. I declare
those two candidates elected, on the understanding
that the third candidacy from that group win be com­
municated subsequently.

66. Mr. MAKEEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub­
lics) (interpretation from Russian): Mr. President,
the delegation of the USSR did not object to your
proposal to waive the secret ballot for the election of
the Governing Council of UNEP, or the Board of
Governors of the United Nations Special Fund, or the
Industrial Development Board, but we feel that this
should not create a precedent for the future.
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