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FEPL IES NECEI\TED FROM GO\ERNMENTS

SNEGAL

foriqina]: Fre nch l

[4 Decenber 1984 ]

l. The condition of children, who, with nothers, constitute societyrs most
vulnerable elements. is of the utmost concern to the Government of Senegal.
consequently, like many other States of the international conmunity' Senegal has
endeavoured at the constitutional, legislative and structural levels both to
orqanize the adopti.on system and to create institutions to function as chi'ld
pl acenent centre s.

2. At the constitutional and legislative level' this matter was first dealt with
in the Senegaiese Constitution. Articles 15 and 16 of that instrunent provide
that: 'rParents have the natural right and the duty to raise their children. They
are supported in this task by the State and the public entities". The State and
the public entities establish the necessary conditions and the public institutions
for childrenr s education.

3. Taking up this lhene' Act 726I of 12 June 1972, vhictt contains the Family
Code, speJ-J-s out significant developnents affecting children.

4. There are two systens of adoption. The first involves full adoption, while
the second involves limited adoplion. The two systens are sinilar in principle' in
that they establish a parent-child relat.ionship independent of a child's origini
hs,'ever, they differ vrith regard to tleir requirenenCs, form, procedure and
effects. Without going into detail, the following can be noted as regards full
adoption:

(a) Adoption may be requested:

. --'-. five years of rnarriager by two spouses living toqether 'one of whon is at least 30 years old;

(ii) By one spouse in re+ect of the otherrs childreni

(iii) By any urunarried person over 35 years of agei

(b) The adoptive parent nust be 15 years otder than the child vthom he or she
intends to adopt. If the latter is the child of his or her spouse' the difference
in age is reduced to I0 yearst

(c) only non-enarE ipa ted rninors rrho have resided in the horne of the adoptive
parent or parents for aL least one year may be adoptedi

(d) The following cateqories of children are eligible for adoption:
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(i) children whose father ancl npther or fani.Iy counsellor have duly consented
to the adoptioni

(ii) Children declared to be abandoned under the legislation in forcel

(e) oonsent of the parentsr orr in their absence, the fami'Iy counsellor' is
requiredt the interests of the adopted child ttllI be taken into account in all
casest

(f) Adopted children have the same rights and obligations in the family of
the adoptive parents as legi.tilEte chr.ldrent

(9) Eu.l-l adoption is irrevocable.

The characteristics of limited adoption include the tollowlng:

(a) Lini.ted adoption is pernissible regardless ot the adopted childrs age'
If the adopted child ia |Ipre than 15 yeals old' he or she Inust personally consent
to the adoptioni

(b) The adopted child rernains in his or her fanily of orrgin and retains all
hereditary righls thereint he or she is entitled to inherit from the aooptive
parents or, in cases of joint adoption, from each of the adoptive parents with the
sane rights as a legitinate child or that childrs descendantst

(c) If theEe are serious grounds which warrant it, tshe adoption nay be
revoked by a court decision at lhe request of the adoptive parent or of the adopted
child and, if lhe latter is stlll a minor, the PubLic Prosecutor. However, a
request to have the adoption revoked is inadnissible if the adopted child haa not
yet attained the age of 15 years.

5. dcviously, cdnstitutional and l-egislative measures in this area, however
corurEndable, are in thenselves insuffj.cient. they must be accornpanied by the
establishment of facillties that can be used as reception centres for abandoned
children or chj.ldren rn fiEral danger. It is this major concern which certain State
facilities and non-gover rmental bodies seek to addresa. these facilities and
bodies are as follows.

(a) the office of @rrectional Education and sociaMeltare (Ministry of
,tustice)

liithin this office are several external facilities responsible for the
weJ-farer rehabilitaLion and training ot young persons under 2I years ot age who
have been convtcted of an offence or are in noral danger and t'ho are placed in
their care by the courts. 'Ib that endr these agencies carry out progrannes dealing
with Prevention and readjustnent to society and the fatnily tor young people, their
tanilies and the surrounding cofiBnunity t tley do this by neans of cour t-aupervised
socral work and by taking all po6sible steps to renedy lhe €ducational weaknesaes
observed in the ndnors in their charqe. The externat tacilities of the Otfrce of
Correctional Education and Social l{elfare comprise:

/...
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SociaI welfare centres

(i) Residential insCitutions

iftlere are two types of residential institutronsr sociar welfare centres andsocial adjustnEnt cen tre s.

Social rrelfare centres are responsible for providing young people with aterPorary residence, observati.on and eciucationar gurdance throuqh the appricationof a range of psychological and educational methods and proceoures. To do this,they olfer generar education cra.sea and ergotherapy workshops. The purpose of theresldency period i'5 to have the institution assune rmleciiate responsibility forninors rrho need to be renoved as quickly as possible from an environ[€ntdetrimental to Lheir healthr safety, n,orals or education. The observation processis ai'r*d at gaining an understanding or young per'ons tirough their behavrour andat identifying their areas of rreaknesg and their aptrtudes. Educationar guidance
conslsts of detertnining the rpst suitable ttEans of fostering a young personrsreintegration into society on the basis of his or her aptitudes and notivatron and
pl-acenen t opportuni ties.

rn no case nay the period of residency in a sociar welfare centre exceedsix rDntha. A report nust be submi.tted to the corpeten! judicial authority beforethe end of this period.

There ig one social welfare centre located in Cap-Velt, near the penal camp(fornef CAOMI) .

Social adjustment cenLres

social adjustrnent centres accept onr.y ninors renanded to then by the courtsafter they have spent an i.nitial period in either a social selfare centre or one otthe facilities of the Ag€ncy tor open correclional Eiducatioh and social uelfare(AEr.to).

socral adrustnent centres are responsiDle tor reforming ninors by means otappropriate psychological and educational techniques. To achr.eve this goal, thecentres cqrprise a section for general education, tunctlona]- Iiteracy ano ski,IIimprovernent, one or r're technical sectrons and a production co_operative.

The rnaxinuu stay in a sociai adJusbnent centre rs trro years.

At the end of his stay, a minor may be placed sith his bi.ological fanily, rri tha foster fanily (in rdhich case the placsnent nay be arranged to c;incide withparole or rehabilitation in an open environnEntj , in a tr;ining school orinstitute, on€ run by the State, a public agency or a cqnpeLent and accredrtedprrvate agency .

At the end of the period of residency in a social adjustnent centre, a turrreport must be submitted to the cotl{)etef|t judicial authority.
social adjustnent centres are rocated at cambErane, sdbikotane and Nianinc.
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(ii) lbcilities of the Agency tor Open @rrectional Hucation and Social
heltare (APIO)

There are tive such tacilities, attached to each court ot tirst instance and
the justices of the peace associated with them. liach AEl|lO facility is corPosed of
full-service teans nade up of speclal educators, soctal workers and other
spec ialist s.

The AE{o tacilities offer young people: observation and rehabilication in an
open environment t a post-reform residential periodt prevention, largely through the
shange nade in their envirormenti and studies of their tanily situations as vtell as
on j uven j.le welfare.

In addition to possessi.ng these functions, the AElt4O facilitiea serve as a
liaison between residential tnslituEions, the social environlFnt and farnilies.
They are required to help prepare young persons for their final departure fron
institutions and their reinteqration into societv.

AEtlO facilities exist in lhe tolloriing regions (one faciLity per region):
Capvert, sine Saloum, Fleuve, Casarnance and thids.

(rij.) Rescue centres

The three !escue centres receive from the courts juvenile otf€nqels or minors
rrho are endangered withrn the n€aning of article 293 of the Family Code and
article 593 ot the Crininal Procequre Code. They provioe to[ the upbringing of
minors referreo to then rrthile subjecti.ng tbern to a stabilizing psychological ano
educational j,nfluence and, in particul-ar, plovidrng them nith vocational trarning
and a general education. l'hey a-].so prevent Juvenile delinquency by naking
appropriate social and educational activj.ties available to the young people of
surroundi.ng communities who reject ordinary forms ot guicjance.

There are welfare centres at Pikine, ThiEs anci ziguinchor.

(b) Seneqalese Association tor Child and Adolescent lielf.are (ASSEA)

AS SEA was established by Decree llo. 66I544INTAPA, of I litarch 1966. llhe
Association adnits chi.ldren rernanded by lhe @urt of First Instance at Dakar. It
takes in 25 children at nostr aged betrreen 12 and 21, rrhether those in noral danger
(social cases) or those frorn the different social weltare and reforn centres
belong ing to the systen of approved schools erho have responded to treatnrent.

ASSA provides accofiurDdation for such children and attends to their
nutriiional needs. It also tries to solve the children's problens, ro h€IP thetn
continue their studies and to provide then with some vocational traininq with a
view to thetr tuture entry lnto vrorking life.

the children taken rn by its SEA are not definquents but rather the chiLoren of
social cases (deprived children or those fron poor tarnj.Iies).
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At the monent, ASSEA is facing enornous pEoblerns since all of its nembers have
r{i thdrarrn with the exception of its preEident, !4r. Benglia. Before theiruithdraeal' the nernbers of che Association paid subscriptions in order to provi.oe
for the operation of the centre. Ttrere rvas also the grant provided by the lrinistryof Justice, (300 Ci.A francs per child per dayr.

civen that the contribution of l\ssociation rcnbers Is no ronger availabre, the
children are in a deplorable situation, since nothing renaj.ns but the
300 cFA francs per child per day fron the t[nistry of ,Jrustice, which is rea].ly not
enouqh to feed then, have their laundry done and pay tor school transport. It is
Presi'dent Benglra hinEelt krho pays the centrerE lrater and erectrtcity bilrs on a
regular basis, and the children do therr orin laundry and Halk to school or to the
enterprise of vihatever kind where they go to rearn a skilr. rn view of its social
nission, the Associatj.on should receive assistance in provi.ding improveci condrtions
for its children.

(c) The SOS Chlldren,s Vi11a9e a! takar

rn L980 there were 20 sos chirdrenrs virlages in Atrica and 134 rn the worrd
as a whole. The Austrian Association of sOS Chil.drenrs Villages was founded in
1949 by Hernann Gtneiner. In 1964, the International Union of SOS Childrenrs
Villages was eEtablished for al.I SOS Childrenrs VilLages in the world, and
Assoclations ol SOS Childrenrs VilJ.ages were established in Derunark, the
l,letierlands, lbrvray, $reden and ${itzerland. Their role is to suppore SOS work in
developing countries. llhe Dakar-senegal sos childrenr6 virlage vras inaugurated in
197 9.

The sos childrents vilrages are a private social venture with no politi,car or
feligious affiliation. The autonorpirs Associations of sos Childrenrs villages are,
aF a rule, rnenbers of the rneernat.ional union ot sos chirdrenrs villages, which has
ltF headquarters ac Vienna. The mnbers of the International tnion of SOS
thlldrents Villages are eitier associations shich build and manage villages in
lbelr own countries or charitable aBsociations tor raising the means necessary for
the canstruction and upkeep of sos childrenrs villages in the deveLoping countries.

lfhe Senegalese Associat.ion ot SOS Children.a \.Iillages wag tormed on
I0 Oqfpber 1976 and recelved the acknoh,ledgement of ils declaration on
e0 ,tanuery 197? (No. 3203).

lh* Ilernann cnerner Fund. a charitable association supportrng sos children,s
vllragst, underLook to estabLish the virrage, the foundatron-stone of which was
ltrd an 4 lievernber 1976 in the presence of representatives of che Mi.nistry ot
l||elfh and Social Work. lftder the terms of an agreelEnt concluded Hrth the
agne?alese As$ociation of sos chi.ldrenrs vill.ages, the Helnann cnLeiner l\lnd also
unCettook to construct the Vi11a9e and start i! functioning. It was then !o be
h€nded ove!, as a gitt, to the senegalese Association of sos childrenrs VilJ.agss.
rhpEe president is !lr. Jean Benglia.

The idea of an SOS Chj.Idrents Village in Atrica eray, at tirst aj.ght, seen
surprising given that in Europe institutions ot this type take in orphans and
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abandoned children. In Africa, however, Che introducti,on of an SOS Childrenrs
Vi Llage not only helps tho6e countlies tnanitesting such a need to aolve the problen
of neglecled or abandoned chlldren but also nakes a gubstantlal contribution to the
education and care of oepliveo children.

The establisbnent ot the SOS Children.s Vi11a9e aE f),akar i.s a vivid exanple ot
support for the renarkable work already done by Senegal tn ltel"ping and educating
chi1dren in need. Ihe Dakar-Senegal SOS Childrenrs Vii.lage is tinanced by a
vrell-known charitable association, the Hernann qneiner itrnd, in the F€deral
Republic of Gernany. The International Un j,on undertakes to ensure sponsorship by
individuals. there is also a tive-year rene$able contract between the Senegalese
Associat'ion of SOS Childrenrs Villagea and the Hernann dneiner [\rno charitable
agsociation.

The Dakar SOS Childrents Village consists of three 6ections: the family
housesi the juvenile houses, and the kindergarten.

(i) The fanily houses

The goal of the SOS Childrenrs Vitlage is to enable orphaned or abanqoned
children or socj.al cases, if any, to grow up in a cheerful and pleaEant environ[Ent
rvhich provides for their security and well-being. In order to accompliah this.
each SOS Ctrildrents Village fanily lives in a separate houge and is placed j.n the
care of a wqllan, the ISOS nothertr, who tries always to be a real nother to the
children in hei charge until such tine as they leave to nake their rray in life.
lbr the children, she embodies love and security, qualities which are essential tor
their balanced developnent. Each SOS lrDther is responsible for her house,
naintains and qecorates it and ooes all the housenork. She creates a personarlzed
fanily environlEnt tor the children by lovingly taking upon herself aII the
functions of a nother, such as preparing neals, selecling clothing ano ensuri.ng
health and cleanliness.

The SOS rnothers core together every afternoon to do handr.cratts ano
needlework. Often on such aftelnoons informal }eclures are given on ditterent
topics such as nutrition and hygiene, child psycho.Iogy or organrzinq the day's nork.

Fach sos Ctri.Ldren's viu.age fanily has an average ot 8 to l0 children, boys
and girls ot ditferent ages vrho grow up together as brothers and sj.sters. Children
related by blood are not separated but ate kept in the sane faniLy. there, lhe
Atrican fanily, hospitable and kindly tokards children, nuat be reproduced and the
house is lpdelled on the Senegalese hone, where lj.fe centres around a courtyard,
therrDiggi Ker rr.

The chj.ldren of lhe SOS Childrenrs ViUage are in c.Lose contac! uith the local
corurunity and grow up like the children of a norrnal fanlly. They attend public
schools, which enables then to nake other friendE outside the Village. lhe
youngest go to the Vi11a9e kindergarten, which also accepts pupils from the
surrounding cqnmuni ty.

To the extent possible, the SOS Chil.drenrs Vil.Iage tnaintains relatj.ons nith
t}|e fanily group from which the child cornes.
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(i i) The juvenile houses

The juveniLe house continues the process begun i.n the faniry house where the
chiLd has grown trom i.nfancy, rt also accepts adoleacents rrith derinquent
tendencies in order to reforn ths before it. is too 1ate. i"he need for aftection
experienced by adolescents coning alnost exclusively frorn underprivileged fanilies
would not al.one be enough to lustity action on our part, but that need is
accompanied by a need for training, vrhich alone constitutes a firn quarantee of
real social rntegration.

The juvenile house creates a framework trhich is designed both to otter
security and to be appeali.ng. uaterially, it offers children a clwelling, a home,
facilities tor study ano artistlc er(preasion, and pLaygrounds. Socral ano
educational activities there stress group livrng and training, and all of them aim
to pronote the social rntegration of young adolescents into a soclety unciergoing
rapid change.

The organj.zation and functionrng of the juvenile house take the socio-cultural
context lnto account. Ftather than providing an artifici.al franeuork unrelatecl to
Che surrounding envirorunent, it endeavours, on Che contrary, t,o establish and
rnaj.ntain a tirn and dynamic link with lhe real facts of Senegalese lite.
Accordingly, the stress will be placed on study or apprenticeship i.n public
institutions and on effective participation in social and educational progranmes
and activities in the study or apprentj,ceship sector.

The pressing needs of young adolescents are for training and, above all,
vocalional training leading to a practical skill. Close contacts are therefore
naintained betlreen those in charge of the SOS Childrenrs Viuage and the existing
apprenticeship cent!es, the technical training estabLishments and the specialized
institutions and departrnents concerned irith young people, sith a view to
establishing and consolidating a lasting and eftective colfaboration.

(iii) Kindergarter-

The kindergarten ot the SOS Childrenrs Village in Senegal, whlch cornprises
four classes tor children of three, four and five years of age, opened lEs ooors on
12 October I9?8. It takes in children from the SOS Village and fron the
surrounding connunities. The statf of the SOS Children's Vi11a9e kj.ndergarten
seeks to elici! and rnaintaj.n cheerfulness and trust by providing optinun conditions
for the best possible sociaLization of each child through real integration within
the group.

How can assistance be provided to the SOS Childrenrs Villages?

Itr€re are a nunlcer of ways to share in the construction and upkeep of SOS
Childrents Villages, such as! beccaning a mgnber of the Senegalese Association ot
SOS Childrenrs Vrllagest rnaking a regular contrlbution, sponsoring a child or a
nunbe! of childrent 9ifts, bequests, €tc.
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sPonsorship involves conrnitr€nt, for a period of time varying hridely from one
year to a nrnber of years, to providing for the basic needs of a child. An
alloh'ance paid on a regular basj,s nakes it possible to establish a Long-term
assistance programme and to turn a bopeless case into a child who nill grow up
norma].Ly.




