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4. More' recently~ colonization was also used as a

Page p~text when a number of .countries in Asia, Africa
and Oc.eania were annexed for the establishment. of
colonjal. settlements designed to solve the problems
of overo-population in oertain European countries.

5. What some western Europeanhistorians like to call
the colonial saga has prodw~ed-alongwithits plethora
of military expeditions· and wars of occupation-its
missionaries, philosophers anq. theorists,3ndevenits
poets and itsepics,as well' as the fals~ theories of

AGE NO A IT EM 87 superior races carrying outso-called"civiUzing :rois"
. r::: i( sions among allegedly backward or inferior tribes•.

Declaration on the granting of independenqe to colonial 6. But in spite of thev3rlous labels which the colonial
countries and peoplefS (continljed~ Powers used to induce an ill"'informedpublic opinion

, ,; \\ or a- reluctant parliament to accept the. vast expense
1. Mr~ FEKINI (Libya) (translated from French): The of their conquests, the history of colonial expansioa
present Gen.eral Assembly debate 9n the adoptiQn of a has olearlyshown the reality of the materialistic
United Nations declaration on the granting of inde.. motives, often cynical and selfish and dominated by
pendence to countries and peoples still under foreign the greed which .inspired the colonialists.
domination, calling for the ilnmediate and fin::j.l aboli.. 7. I1i .any.' case.coIOnial~;;sm«hasmoreoften"ihan. not
tion of colonialism, is a significantstage inthe history •
of mankind. The United Na.tio~s, by initiating such a resorted ;;~9aI'IXle,d for~ '. t{) impose the rule. 9f 9pe
d cla~at'on,' is taking an im.portant step towards dis- country or p~ple ~veranot~er. In the eyes of colonial,"
e 1 .: '. . .• . .. _<peoples, this dommatiop bY. force has always been a

charging one of the solemn obligations to whichMe~ l~ sign"of theillegal.i~ and immorality of their sUbjuga~

ber. states. SUbSC.ri.
b
. ed .When.. they 1.aid.. do.wn c.e.rt8:ut» tiqn and.. th3....s.eizure.Oftheir¥.tural ..w.ealth. b."Y". f.o.reign

definite purpos~s for the Organiza~ion. One 0... f tbo~~ powe.rs~ The colonf'al peopleil have. offe.red physical
purposes was . to develop friendly relations. JlmO~ resistance to foreign domination, sometimes .for
.!lations based on .resp~ct fo~ the principle of equal decade after decade- ana where they have submitted
rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take th· .... ··h .• t .b·. ".' ...• i· ··ad b t· hh .. db itted"othei' ap ropriate measures to strengthen universal ' ay. ave no . ecomeres gn , u. ~ve s :ro...'
p.eacel! p. . . .... . .\)'. OnI.. Y. te.mpprarilY,S.e.izing.every o~l?0rtunity to assert

. ~:~, . \\. t themselvesina variety. of ways. .
2. It "is .now universally acbowledged that the prac" ...".,. . . .. '.. 0 ... .. .' . • . •

tices ofcolonialism, whJch,iboniist_ purely.and sin;ply 8. ~J1e colonia!peop~esopposed exploitation, inJus.,~lO:
of the· domination ofcerta1n countries by others and and provocation withl~ubordination and dexnoDS'&r8.!
the .subj;~ation of' certain.neoples by others, are a tlons, and sometinte~.with .uprisfngs, ,rebellions and
flagraxW'violation of th~ Prij~iPle offtequai rights and revolts. Because ofthe. refusal of the colonial peoples
self-deterDllnation of peo]flesftlaid down in. the Char- to accept f~reign)domin:at~on, and because tJ1ey!'erre
ter; w~ile the p:r~ctices of coloniali~m, ~:y keeping a aware~!\their rig~t to attaintb:eirnationalambitlonB.:.
nUlllber of countnes and their itlhabitantssubjectedto national! t moyements grew up givingthepbpularf~~
the dom:tnation and exploitation of othercoWltries, are ing .. of re~olt .a means of expression, disciplined or-:

.,. the most ·obvious causes. of the. distress, the actsofgani~ationand dynamic methods of action.J~tas men,
violence and the ·disorders which are':occurrlng.,in arp Jealous ofthe~J~,personalrightsand~c,Lre~~m~
several parts of the world and seriollQli;)threatening wli~n these are.tbreatened by ;;the~itrary ~le of
international peace and seCUri~=?~Ys-' '1, pnnces or States, so the "!olonialpEloples were ~ager

.•• . .• . ' ." ' . c' to e~joy self"respectanc;l to regain their<freedoJ.ttwith
3•.. The ..colonial phenomenon,·in th~.historical sense, na~10i1S'6fashionedby theirsUfieriDg and sacrifice. and
reaohed its peak in the expansionisturge ofthe western, bealjng aloft the ideala~rnatio1!aJ,~ind(3p~n.deDcean4
European Powers during. the .nineteenth century, es- ter:titi~\rial.int.egrity.·'fhe.modern, hi~tory ofAfria,a. and
pecially towards the end•.. Their ambitionw~achieved Asia le .dominated by this struggle of peoples sup..
at the expense;, of a large(\nutnber ofAsian' and African juga.ted by colonialPowersandoppressedby~e"fo~es

.
:5.U..\-.D.tri.es. A.,prO(iqc.t Of. ,th.,.e.'m.e.rean.ti.nsm of eal:"lier '?f.'exptoltatioD. WhiC~rSeized.· theirn.~~ralwea,lt.h \~ Sin~."e 0

??nturles, colonialexpanaion was based essentiallyon Idealsand reactions are theJ;sam.~ irrespective bf
economic and strAte~c conside:r:-ations, in ahistorical elhnic divers!w and. geograPbi:~alsepa~ation, 'libe
period markedby industrialization in Europeanddomi-peoples coolonized and d0l11-inatedY by foreign:Po~ers

nated by the~need to ensUre that raw materials from foilnd .encouragement for .. thelragitatio~t~ne ~er
~ Gthe()col~1niesfound their way to the metropolitancoun- an~ther,. in thesQ.ccesE\~f tbose who had 'fpugntthe

tr.lee.,. Jb'.at strate.gi... c POi.tt.ts•.·.. w..· .er..e occ.UP,.ied' o for the 0 batt.. 1.e.• b.ef.ore th.em•. 'I'h.U.l.SSJ\\~.'.' vast. m'..Qv.• eIn.en.t of· '~"'.a.ri..... tr.•...contJ'OI \~f land ~q-sea rqy,tefl and that manufacmreq) grew up, throughout ~~,=w~ld. At first tas· 'I ~Qn.~
.. good.: \co~~d be,disposed ,f)'f in colf';:nial market$,. taneous, tqe!.\,delibera1!e, anQ"...fina11y ag~e,e "ent· 'e~,
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reached and the movement organized among all peoples
still under foreign domination. After the Second World
War the movement became one of the most important
forces in the history of the second half of the twentieth
century. This vast liberation movement, aiming at the
fulfilment of the aspirations of all peoples under
foreign domination, at victory for the dignity of the
oppressed peoples and their rapid liberation from the
colonial yoke, found a means of expression and a basis
for its principles in the League of Arab States set
up at the end of the Second World War, in the Con­
ference of African and Asian States held in Bandung
in 1955, which worked out a kind of anti-colonialist
charter, and at the various pan-African conferences,
from the Accra Conference of 1958 to the latest Con­
ference of Independent African States, held at Addis
Ababa in June 1960.

9. The principles of the Atlantic Charter and the
purposes, principles, and ideals of the Charter of the
United Nations have undoubtedly played a decisive
part in this historic development of the movement for
the abolition of colonialism and of the exploitation of
one people by another; and a movement of public
opinion in favour of the liberation of colonial peoples
has also made a great contribution. This movement
has appeared and prevailed because of its humanism,
its vision and its nobility of purpose and ideals, even
in those countries which are still, unfortunately, domi­
nated by the forces of colonialist reaction. The coun­
tries formerly under foreign domination have shown
their ability to manage their own affairs and a sense
of responsibility in discharging their obligations as
sovereign members of the family of nations. In this
way they have shown, in the clearest possible way,
how untenable are the arguments which the colonial
Powers tend to use in order to maintain their suprem­
acy and domination, including the argument that the
countries concerned are not ready for self-govern­
ment. Where peoples have resolved to resort to the
most extreme means to achieve their national ambi­
tions, they have shown an exemplary sense of sacrifice
in their armed struggle against the forces of colonial
oppression whichhave given the colonial Powers pause.
They have realized that the only way to protect their
interests is to speed up the process of emancipating
the peoples under their domination to prevent them
from using such methods to achieve their ends.

10. Thus a process of seIf-l1quidation,of colonialism­
or decolonization, as it is now called-has made it
possible, over the last few years, and especially more
recently, for the United Nations to admit to member­
ship many African nations which are free at last from
foreign colonial domination.

11. But, alas, there is still much to be done. In
several parts of the world, and especially in Africa
and the Middle East, tens of millions of oppressed
human beings, eager for freedom and a life of dignity
and fully aware of their natural and lawful right to
self-detennination and independence, are fighting
bravely against the blind forces of colonial exploita­
tion and oppression. In Algeria, in Palestine, in the
south of the Arabian peninsula and in various parts of
Africa, the indigenous peoples are revolting against
the foreign occupation of their national territory and
are fighting against abuse, injustice, hardship, oppres­
sion and arbitrary rule. In all these parts of the world,
the peoples concerned are paying a heavy tribute in
blood, sweat and tears to the triumphant cause of their

freedom, their dignity and the safeguarding of th
integrity of their national heritage. The peoples .e
question are prepared to make great sacrifices Simp~;
because they do not despair of the victory 'of their
just struggle in a world where the forces of equity
justic~ and morality find t~ei~ most eloquent expres~
sion III the purposes, prIllClples and ideals of the
United Nations Charter.

12. It is highly significant that the authors of the
Charter tried to base the new order, the order of the
United Nations, on the solemn determination of the
peoples of the United Nations "to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of
the human person, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and small", and "to pro­
mote social progress and better standards of life in
larger freedom".

13. This fundamental concern with the dignity and
worth of the human person was the source of the Uni­
versal Declaration of Human Rights. That solemn
proclamation was certainly a historic step forward
in the struggle for the triumph of individual rights
and essential freedoms.

14. No less important is the United Nations concern to
achieve these freedoms within the framework of the
equality of nations large and small. Chapters XI, XII
and XIll of the Charter deal with obligations towards
Non-Self-Governing Territories and territories under
international t~steeship. Over the past fifteen years,
the United NatIons has worked most diligently to imple­
ment the provisions of the Charter which relate to
these two kinds of territories and are basically con­
cerned with ensuring the political, economic and social
progress of the peoples of those territories, develop­
ing their administrative ab:l1ity, catering for their
p01:ltical ambitions, helping them gradually to develop
their political institutions and encouraging their steady
growth towards self-government or independence.

15. Over the past fifteen years, the dependent peoples,
or those under foreign domination, have taken every
opportunity of expressing their most ardent and sin­
cere wish to enjoy their freedom and self-respect and
to be masters of their own fate. Those among them
whose national aspirations have been fulfilled have
considered it their duty to make the voice of the still
oppressed peoples heard in international circles; they
have become the interpreters of the legitimate desire
of those peoples for human dignity and national inde­
pendence.

16. Some of the dependent peoples, as we have al­
ready said, have determined in the face of injustice,
misunderstanding and provocation to use extreme
methods to gain their rights. This has led to tragic
situations and bloody wars which are a serious threat
to international peace and security. The long and pain­
ful war which has now gone on for six years in Algeria
between the forces of nationalism and the armies of
colonialist oppression, is a distressing and alarming
example.

17. The acts of violence, clashes and disturbances,
the instability and unrest characteristic of the Asian
and African countries under foreign domination today
and ever since the Second World War, have been
caused mainly by this very failure of the colonial
Powers in their so-called civilizing mission and the
humanitarian principles they professed in order to
bring the local peoples under their yoke. Denial of
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against dependentpeoples shallcease inorder to enable
them to exercise peacefully and freely their right to
complete independence and to the integrity of their
national territory.
·24. In accordance with the demands of international
morality, as expre~0~q by the great majority of the
'internationalcommuni'ty, it is most. urgent that the
United Nations should declare solemnly that immediate
steps shall be taken in all dependent countries, what­
evel' their form of subjection and whatever fictioilS
may be u.sed to keep them insubjection, to transfer all
powers to the peoples of those territories,in accord­
.ance with their freely expressed will and desire, pref-
erably with adequate international guarantees.

25. For these reasons a number of delegations, in­
cluding my ow:q., have submitte~ to the General As­
sembly a draft declarati«J1;L[A!L.323 and Add.1-2]
expressing the wish of all the peoples of the earth to .
get rid of coloniaJism once and for all and proclaim­
ing the right of dependent peoples to enjoy freedom,
national independence and territorial integrity as soon
as possible.

26. This draft, worded in extremely dignified and
moderate language, is a. sincere and realistic attempt
to bringc,about the final victory of the principles' of
the United Nations and its ideals of equality among
peoples and human dignity. The draft is asigpfof
good faith and goodwill, devoid of anyharshneffS.or
demagogy. By adopting it, we are convinced that the
General Assembly will be taking a. timely standi. in
keeping with its noble mission throughout the world.

/.~'""'. ,\

27. The moral effect of such a declaration will ha to
strengthen the hopes of the oppressed peoples who are
fighting bravely to attain their legitimate ambitions,
and allow the United Nations to create the conditionS
for a world governed by freedom, law and human
values.
28. I should like on behalf of the Libyan delegation
to express to the Soviet Uriion our heartfelt gratitude
for its initiative in asking to have this important
question placed on the·agenda of th~ present session
of the General Assembly [A/45011 and pressing for
its solemn discussionin plenary meeting. I must as­
sure the ~oviet delegation. that. we have studied its
draft declaration [A/4502 and Corr.l] with the closest
attentio:q., and I must say that we have found complete
agreement between the views and purposes set out in
theit draft resolution and our own. Our purpose in

. asso.~iating ourselves withn'a numberof.Asian and
African delegations to .submit the draft declaration
contained in documentA/L.323 andAdd.l-gwas simply
to ensure that this questionwas consideredobjectively
and without refer~nce to any matters irrelevant to
its essential purpoS~.We recommend it to the General
Assembly, in the hope that it will be considered in
its proper context and approved on its ,proper merits.

29. I should also like to express in advance our ap­
preciation to the United States of America for taking
thei.ni..tiative in o.utlining a UnitedNa.ti.oDS. pr.ogramme.

(J

for th~ independence and developmellt ·of Africa•.We
shall examine this proposal with eqUal interest when
the time comes to consider it in the First Committee.

L-'.~

May I~y that the interest in the independence 'of
peoples now shown by the two major Powers of the
present world is sig:q.ificant in many ways.

30. In conclUSion, my delegati~n sincerely hopes to
,see the beginningofa new age in the history of man-

i
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human dignity, ignorance of the demands of the indi­
genous masses and the negation of fundamental free­
doms were unfortunately made still more intolerab,le

'" by the racial discrimination and segregationpractised
against most of the peoples who had the-~isfortune

to faU under forf;lign colonial domination., '·1

18. The Administering·Autbonties have ri.6t given- all
the attention which was expected and desirable to the
educatio:q. of the indigenous masses, the improvem~nt

of their health conditions, the raising of their standard
,of living and their preparation for the responsibility
\, .
of managing th~ir~wn affairs.

19.. Those peoples wl;J.ich did achieve their national
ambitions immediately' ~nderstood the enormous re­
sponsibilities facing ,their leaders,because almost
everything had to be dl')ne from scratch. Large-scale
public works were of cp'!!rse carried out in countries
domil:!ated 1'y foreign P"mvers; bridges, harbours and
roa]'£ vl~re built and simllal' projects .were carried
out~~But· clearly all this was donetp ensure the effici~nt
running of colonial enterprises with a view to higher
economic returns, almost exclusively in the \interests
of those who had the work done. It is nevertheless
encouraging for all concerned that tpe colonial past,
in spite of old·scores, has hardly anyWhere engendered

.bitterness or strong feelings, which w»:>uld have been
understandable; nor has it given rise to ranklinghate,
desire for revenge or xe!1ophobia amGlng the liberated
peoples. On the contrary, in most of Jhe ppuntries
formerly under European dominatio:q., iilcludingmy
own, foreign commUnitie~stilllive in an atmosphere
of hospitality and tranquillity· and enjoy a growing
economic well-being and prosperity~ The anxiety of
certain colonial Powers to maintain their supremacy
in order to ensure the safety and tranquillity of Euro­
pean minorities, is not based on any valid (~7easoning

and is really no more than a pretext for maintaining
colonialist privilege. It merely encourages the desire
for domination and pel'Petuates greed· for power and
profit.

20. However skilful colonialism may bl~ in maintain­
ing its position by indirect economic technical or other
dominatio:q., its skill will be of no avail in the face of
the awakening of the peoples and their ne~..found
awareness in every field. .

21. .In its constant concern to discharge its solemn
obligations and to create the conditions of lastingpeace
and universal .well-being based on respect for the
principle of equal'rights of peoples·· and therigbtof
self-determinatio:q., the United Nations must take a
stand in favour of ending the exploitationofone people
by "another. solemnly proclaiming the necessity of
bringing colonialisJIJ: in all its forms and manifesta­
tions to a speedy and unconditional end.

22. Once it is recognized that all dependent peoples
long. to achieve their goal offreedom and independence,
it is the duty of the United Nations t.o denounce any
SUbjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination
Or exploitation as immoral, unlawful and contrary to
the principles of the Charter. All peoples have the
right of self-determination. the right freely to deter­
Inine their political status and freely t~/pursue their
economic. social and cultural develepment.

23. If the United Nations is convinced that the lDain­
tenanct) of colonialism is at variance with its ideal
of. universal peace, "it is :in duty bound to declare that
all armeq. action or repressive measures directed
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kind when the peoples of the world, free at last from
the domination of great Powers, will turn their ener­
gies to the service of everlasting peace and fruitful
co-operation in a better world, governed by the wise
and humane order of the United Nations.

Mr. Nesbitt (Canada), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

31. Mr. TARABANOV (Bulgaria) (translated from
French): Now that the draft declaration on the abolition
of the colonial system and the granting of independence
to colonial peoples has been introduced, everyone,
even the most determined champions of the colonial
system agrees that colonialism has had its day. Some­
times 'however the champions of colonialism find
really ingeniou; ways of presenting a case which is
not in line with the general trend of ideas now upper­
most in people's minds regarding the abolition of
colonialism. They rack their brains to find expressions
such as !tan outmoded concept of political relation­
ships" for colonialism, naturally so as not to hav~ to
take a clear and unequivocal decision on such a VItal
question as the abolition of colonialism in our times,
or so as to prepare the ground and take up special
positions for an out-and-out defence of the colonial
system in a new guise.

32. But the declaration on the abolition of colonialism
proposed by the USSR is so wide in scope and such a
turning point in the history of this question that even
those that are involved in colonial exploitation and
their friends and allies find it difficult to defend the
continuation of the colonial system. Colonialism has
caused such untold and incalculable suffering to man­
kind in general and to the colonial people in particular
now that no one can .easily defend it openly. For cen­
turies, the colonial peoples have been subjected to a
horrible system under which they h;:lVe been exploited
and deprived of the most elementary human rights.
We shall not dwell on some of the episodes of colonial
history such as the extermination of whole peoples
to make room for white settlers, since for the time
being these have no direct bearing on the development
of the question or on the decision to be taken with
regard to the abolition of the colonial system. They
are merely historical facts, but they give us an inkling
of the ferocity with whichcolonlzationwascarriedout.

33. What is more important is to note that, at the
present time, fifteen years after the foundation of the
United Nations and the establishment of the system
defined in Chapters XI, XII and XIII of the Charter
relating to the colonial territories, there has been
very little improvement in the situation of the people
who are still groaning under the colonial yoke, com­
pared with their lot in the past.

34. Indeed, because the economy of the colonial coun­
tries is the most backward in the. world, because their
agriculture is stlll at a stage comparable to that of
the Middle Ages in Europe, because the fertile land
has been taken over and developed by the white set­
tlers while the indigenous population'has been herded
onto poor and· arid land, because industry is very
backward and the industrial enterprises are nearly all
in the hands of the colonialists, who also exploit all
the natural wealth of the colonies, the colonial people
are still living in the most frightful poverty and the
death rate in the colonies is still so high that the
figures themselves do not give an adequate picture of
··he mise:ry into which the people have been plunged.

In a word, the blood and sweat of the colonial peoples
who are stlll beneath the colonial yoke and the ruthless
exploitation of the labour and natural wealth of the
colonies are still bringing in fabulous profits for the
people who, through their representatives, are trying
to convince us of their sacred civilizing mission and
of their sincere efforts to prepare the colonial peoples
for independence.

35. The results of this civilizing mission are only
too obvious and too well known. We shall not dwell
on the living standards of the colonial peoples. Other
delegations have quoted figures in abundance. It is
enough, perhaps, to point out that in most colonies,
the per caput income of the indigenous inhabitants is
often scores of times lower than the per caput income
of the white eolonists.

36. And these are not all the so-called virtues of the
colonial system. There are others. The indigenous
inhabitants are subjected to a monstrous system of
racial discrimination, even in their own country-in
South West Africa, Angola, Mozambique, Southern
Rhodesia and elsewhere. They are not treated like
human beings at all, but as though they were cattle.
The colonists are indifferent not only to the interests
of these people but even to their lives and their very
existence.

37. Under these circumstances it is understandable
that certain representatives have appealed to delega­
tions not to bring up the appalling history of colonial­
ism again in the present debate, in particular not to
mention certain special and particularly vile instances
of colonialism. Some have even gone so far as to claim
that it would be introducing the language of the cold
war to dwell on cases which show us some of the uglier
facts of colonialism.

38. We representatives of the socialist countries
would certainly like to find a solution to the problem
of granting independence to the colonial peoples without
going into all the past crimes of the colonialists or
bringing up certain special cases. In fact this is the
position and attitude we have adopted in the past and
still maintain on every question, provided there is no
attempt to use special tactics to defer and even pre­
vent the necessary solutions-we have proved this on
several occasions. We have no wish to introduce an
acrimonious note into the debates on the item under
discussion, either in the General Assembly or in the
Committees. However, we cannot resign ourselves to
mere statements, to expressions of pious hope that a
just and adequate solution will be found for the prob­
lems facing the General Assembly, if and when the
representatives of certain countries startmanceuvring
to divert attention and prevent the necessary decisions
from being taken. It is regrettable that in the course
of the present debate, attempts have been made by the
representatives of certain colonial Powers to present
the vilest colonialism not only in a favourable light
but as a boon to the colonial peoples who for decades
and even centuries have been bowed beneath the
colonial yoke. The United Kingdom representative, for
instance, attempted to prove that the question of
granting independence to the colonial peoples could
not be considered a colonial question and sought to
place it on another footing which he hopedwould m~e
it possible to thwart the colonial peoples strugglmg
for their liberation and impatiently awaiting a decision
from the Assembly. He strove to transfer the discus-
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oth~r disc~sions in the United Nat~ons, and tried to independence when it comes will hurt them.".

,champion'the ,colonial system withdutgiving the ap-o' "?)\ ' " " ! , , '. '

, peara,nce of doing so. The ,old formo£, colomalis:r:n, 45.,~\ ,tVVhif~l grotipSare meant?' If, the, reference is to
they tell us, is dead or at least dying. The colonial the \~,i!',e lC,',O~,;On,ia1ist,s, w,h,ohave, Pro"f,'ite,d bYth,e, co-
powers themselvertf ·have granted independence to the loni2:ation ant eXp~oitation.of theindigeD;~uspopula-
colonial peoples; whY', then, shouldwe discus~the ques- tions,' it "Wil*, ce7ftainiy be ~iffil~~lt to. p,~;rsu~de the
i f I ·al· " h d t"l th' k Wh colonial, ped\?,le,~,( and w,or,ld publlc, opinion that the,

t on 0 ' co om lsm In SUc' e al , ey as • ',' Y colonial Syst~ln'must be maintained i:nthesecountries
propose such, urgent measures against a systemwhich
fs disappearin(~natura11y, of its own accord? in order to preserve, thenlO11Strousprivilegesenjoyed!

"'" by the,se minorities. ',,__,
040. It would be difficult'Jto find statements so ,far 46. As for the ,otherc,ommunlties, ,it isnotori01.1S
fro:r:n tlte ~ruth. At the 1>resent :time, more th~n a that thecolonia.list pelicy has al,ays i\~ought to cre,ate
hundred milliOJ;lmen are still under the colbnialyoke. conflicts among them, the mo~e eaSIly to keep tb:~In
N~.a day goes by Without the Press and radio inform- b ti d I All 'b~ t· d " b,inrus of the c,ruelest repressive measures against insu jec on an ' '13 aV!3iry., '. ese con nve p:ro,;-

/ ~ f;he colonial peoples! ~ot only are colonialis:r:n and' lems will disappear ofi1themselves, ,once ademocratic
'the colonialists unwlll~ng to let go their prey, but and independent ,syste~, is eStabUshed; in the counf:rites
';realizing that theirgdys are numbered, they often concerned,UlllesfJ the cClonialists atte~ptto interfe,re
become much more aggressive and much moreblood- onc~,::::;agaW ~'~ the' dome\~tic affairs r.>f the 1iber~ted
thirsty. "Vhe;re:the colcnial Powers are no longer able countries. if' t " , , '
to resist the pressure of the maSses of the people

t
47. All sucllargumenw,as well:> as those extolling

they make politicalconcessions, while at the same time the benefits of thec9l6nialisfp61icy, are put forward"
striving tomaintaintheir economic, strategic aridother here, as, we, h,avealrready", stressed, to di,stract, a,tt,.e-~,r--~
positions. If these are imperilled, they use everymeans tion ,from the maii) qu.estionnow' undeJ;discu.ssion.; ,»
at their disposal, including armed force, inanattempt i.e. the iInmediategranting- ofindependence to colonial
to protect them. When they cannot do this alone,they peoples, to try ./,;6' postpone a decision and maintain "
enlist the aid of other colonial and imperialistPowers colonial domination until such time as tiheo,colonialist,
who are their allies. Powers are able to find 'other devices ,and other wti.ys

of dominating their former colonies. Under thesecir-
41. This aggr_essive colonialist policy is frauglltwith l'1i>\w~tances,.,we"must ,re-examine certain ar,.~,;Q11ents/
enOrmouS dangers -for the whole of mankind, for co- rl rt· th h bId t dl ill
lonialiElm and its methods of imposing colonial policy an!l--ass,e. 10~ .•at, aye eene~,'p0,lye,'. repe,a e y y

tWerepresentatlves of the colomalist Powers. '
have always been linked with war and hay-t;} always led
to war. In the present situation, where there are 48. On several occasions we have heard stat~ments
weapons of.mass destruction suchas nuclearweapons, here to the effect that since "1939" 500 'million me:q
!Jlankind can no longer ru:n the risk of allowing such and women who were formerly nnderBritish domina-
breeding grounds of conflict 'and the possibilities of tion 'have obta~ed fr.eedoth :.ptd inde-pendence and that
war to persist indefinitely. '0 their.rep!"~sentatives are seated here" That is un- 0

, " \. doubtedly true. But it is odd that the United Kingdom
42. The United Kingdom representative, in hiS,?ut.. representative should 'not hesitate toclainl for 'his

·and....out defetJ,ce of the ,principles of colonial po'1jcy Govermnent and, for, the United J{ingdoIn colonii'lil~ts ;
a:ld his attf3mpt to find justification for not granting in general thehonour ofhavingfurthereClthis bistorj,caJ,
fulmediateindependence to colonial countries, has ad- development. Anatte:r:npt' has been made to persuade .,
?need arguments marked by What, \in t~iS day and age, ,us that, British colonial policy was enlightened and
Isas~rangeand completely misPlac~ logic. He has tha"t, the, United Kingdo,mG~'Y,,~,~rnment,madEta, ,gre,at
tried to prove that certain small \'nr£:tions and small ' """ ' , '
territories should not be gr~tedimmediateindepend- c~~tribl.ltt'1;n to the liberatio~o~fornt~rcQIonies.
t~nce., Howe\1\er, ,mere is n~\ithing to be found in the 49. Perhaps the United Kingdomr~Ptesentativeis
United Nations Charter whic~::establishCisan invidious counting. on the colonialcpeople~-haviIf~1ii)ninemo-
distinction between small and large natio~s. More- ries, or is hoping that this' joy at being independent
over, there aloe, of course,already in the, United has made them forget the dreadful rea1i~~ftbepast~
Nationsseyeral countries with a population of less the horror of colonialist subjugation'a,nd tliep'rOtr~cted
than a :r:nil1ioninhabitants. Freedom can surely not be and heroic struggles they waged'to ,achieve liberation
denied to these peoples, still suffering under the co- and independence. The fact that, these peoples have
lonialist yoke, for the trumped up reasons advanced not forgotten and will never forget so long as colonial r

by' the United Kingdom representative. It has also domimitionexists on this planet has been amply ~
been stated ~at these small colonial countries had, d~monstrated in the discussions that have~n plaoe
and will have need of financial assistan~eandspecial here since the debate on the eliminationofcolonialism

(protection In order to survive. I fear I must question begaI;l.l refer to ~_,tnatter, not to prove what is
th~ S,incerity of,thellgenerous" concern expressed by self~evident but merel1. to refresh the memory of
the colonialists for those whom they have until now certain representatives' and to ftlake them realize that '
Oppressed. unsupported assertions cut no [Jce with world public
43.ih the matter of financial assistance, the balance opinion.. ~"!',
has,of course, always been infavour of the colonialist 50. The United KingdoJIl representatives have said
Power. As for the pr,otection it is alleged that these :more than once that the policies ofthe United Kingdop:1
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• ~olon!a;Usts had btOUgh..J'.hundreds. ~.~ 11.ons oj.h~J.a1\ thexnaelv~a .therf)aftet~ and brought about ,the cdiiap~;= . -:'"
beings freedoxn3tn~ 11~~ependenoe.J!0)' ev~r</the faots of t~he ~)1.Ltish Empire. \\. au',

c =Jfi'e entirely,~~x·ent. 'l'9jearn )'hyth~!an:itedK:lng- .r:t1"Th·· th f ti th t Indi bt ,. '.. COl
c~" qom po1ioYi~al~~ihl1s been~\~"~ut:theperiodWhef\ ". " us ~ ,ac s a a (} ained its independ~ fai

sQ Ulany,Britia~ colonies :P~e attained independence ence, not because the colonialists grante~ it, inde.. OU(
t):n~ must ref,erlnof to t9,$"statements made 'by United pendence willingly, but because t~ey ?id.n~~ possess of
K;ing~om politida1lea¥.fs alter this historical develop;.. ~e military powernecessary to maintaln~elrcolonial [.AI
ment~adr~ao~ed ~ri'Uition-,"such as the statements by @minati~n of that country. . ilis
the J!,d~513Ji~~WleMinisterof the United Kiugdpm. or ~8. But India is a large country. Inqther colonies,'-
by}~:r. Ormsb~t-Gote, the Unit!3dKingdom rePl.eeen'~'" the United Kingdom colonialists weref:ble to madnta,Mi 66;
t¥e to" the Un\~ted Nations which rwillnot.cite, since enough troops to postpone independenfJe for yea~~ andf,bl',
!:t1~y, are' so w~~l1 known-but rather to tb~ state1'll~ntSi years and to maintain!lle colonial system by papres11t pel

land acts of the (political leaders oftbe:Urdted Kingdom sion and massacre. '/1'0. cite 0111y, one instf.nce, the m~
,. a~ the~~le w~'~n these decisions were taken and the example of Kenya is still fresh in evexybOfY'S mind. ~t

events ~, questlop took place. .. 59. In an. attempt to, find re~~ons for po~j.pOningthe of
51. Th~s,l we ~\hould like to cite the statements of the liberation ,of certain c~mnt:ries and their attainment of wh

':most .' e'minent political1eaders of' tbeUnited Kingdom. immediate 'independence, th~ United Kinr~dom repre- inc
at the ti,fj),e' when one of the largest Bl"itish colonies, sentative sought to persuade us that in,d~endencehad_ sel
India, was about tt)' attain independence. been postponed only tlp'ough a desir~ to give "the ,~ hal

, ' ' .' people of these oountries u. independe~/cein the form Na
5g.. .OpeD1n~ the d~bate.Ql). 5 March 194:7 (l11 'the Labour which suits them, and bot aocording to some ideological giv
Governtnent s deCIsion, to transferpo~erlp. Indiawith- pattern imposed on them from outside" [925thmeeting mo
in fou.rteen mon1ili~fl Sb' ,Stafford CrlPPSJstated, ~J!!: para. 50]. ' . . ' suI
alia, that thaGQvexnment wa,s.fa~ed with 1;\110 alterna- 60 -tt i 11 ~·~"'·""'li ·t h' th· Unit d Ki 'dUves: .. ,L S rea y;swx,.L-" ng 0 ear e e. ng om. ,~)

representative r,nake such a statement. at leastfor any ,
"•••nrstl> .we oould. att(~mpt to strengthen British one who has had an opportunity to follow the progress 67,

~()nt:rol in India ol1~thebasisofanexpandedpersonnel of the colonial people's fight for independence~ lat
in the Sepretary of State's S~l'V'ices, andaoonsider-' ! .' rOf

, ablereimoreemant. of B'l:Uish troops, both of whicb 61. It will ,be recalledi.hat scarcely seve~ year~,ag;o the
" would have beenrequired"f,)o that we should be in a the People ca Progressive Party of British GUi~na lot

position 'to maintain for as lQng as might be neces- achieved a S!gnal victory a~~hepollsandthereby chose del
sary (Jur administr,ative responsibili~'''-nota that the.form of government w'hvh suited it. Unfortunately, ha'
the $~e innocuous .exllression is used toda)~ by tha,t fo;rm of gove~.ant dId not suit the British sel
Mr. Onnsby-GQre to describe Bl'j.tish coloniaUst colomaUsts. The Unit~Jd ~ingdom Go~ernment sentits in
su,bjuga.tio~~llwhi1eawaiting an agreement amongst b~~tleshlps, suspe~de~{ ~e ConstitutIOn and dec]~a,I'e(l exe
Jbe Indian C~j:mmunities... Such. a policy wO'uld entail th~ elections invafitU_St/eaking t~ the Hous~ of Com"" mf.
a. definite decision that we should remain in India mons on 22 Oc~~~b~.l'- 1953, MJ:. OliveI' I~yttelt0Th pr(
1o:r~t least 15 tc20 years ... The second alternative Sqcre~ary o~ ~tate tor the ~olOnies,made thefollOWing tha
WM$ we could ~.\tcept the fact that the first alterna- obs,ervatiQn. Her Majesty s Government are notpre- thE
ti"e "was not pO$sible .." •.... One' thing fhat was, I~ared to tolerate the se~ting up 0; Communist sta:~a val
think, quite obViously imposs,ible was to decide to in the British Com~onwe,llth•••• As you see, thac. IS
c611tinue our respopsibilitjr/ind~finitely••• into a quite EL :iffer~nt tone from ~e one employedb~ Mr. 68,
period when we had not the power t(~ oarrylt out ~ Ormsby Go,r(,~ Mr. Lyttelton s view was echo~bythe out

. . . '. . • following oom:otental';y. from Mr. Bevan, speaking for arc
53. 'rhus, according toSirStaffordCrippa t Ettatement, the Labour Party~ This version, of the attitude of the' an(
the United Kingdom was obliged to racognizetheinde- British Governm.ent on the right of peoples to have wtiiO~
pendence of India because it did not have fhepower vV'hatevet Government they liked was as follows: "You .
needed to' stay in thfJ country. " i . are f,ree to have whs.tever Governmentyou like as long 15(
ij4. Sir vVinston Churchill, sp~aIdng on,behalf of: the as it is the kind of Government we likeQ It In other fie]
opposition, ,declared· that the n'~em.bers of.the Opposi- words, the qUestio~ was whether the Government ~~
tion had .to sever themselve~ a1together l'Ifrolll the pleased the British Government. ."-' .ECl

Indian policy of His Majesty\:!=J Government, and to 62. British Guiana is an interesting andinstroctive ID
tiisclaim all responsibility fo~' t.'\le COn21'quences which ~xample of the manner in which the colonialists think rul
will darken-aye, and redden-th:e coming years"., they can arrange matters in their former colonies.

JfOr them, the establishment of an independent and 69.
55. That is what Chu:rchill said .in 1947, and now popular r6gfme would be a "bad" eXalllplewhich:migbt nat
Mr. Orm~J:>y-Gore is tr'Jing to tell us that the aiDl of have an unfortunate effecton the peopleS of the adjacent Sill
the Briti~,' policy of this period was to b:.rlng about territories. ' ,; ex]

the 1ibera~ion of the colonial peoples.. 63. The' New York Herald Trib~ was .quite frank of
ab

Ca'
56. Later, Churchill said that if the United Kingdom, oUfl,the situation When it stated, on 9 October 1953, 6X<
t!thrOUgh lack of phYSical and moral strength cannot that the case of British.Gulana is of vital importanct'l tak
wind up our affairs in a responsible~.. fashio~,ff-and to the United States, not beoause ofth~lntern.al events wit
by resp()nsible fashion he ,meant the maintenance of !n that colony, but because of its stra.tegic position, ~ac(
colonialist subjugation in India and the setting up-,of a. since the neighboUring country ofVenezuela is synony-
Government that wouldfollow Eritish'poUoy-at least it mous with two products. very important to the United
should not end "by a.premature

5
hurried scuttle" thus States economy: oil and iron ore.

~dding to the "ruin" and disaster, ·Whioh is 'what 64.-That explains why in Guiana great forces were
Churchill called the attainment of independence by marshalled to disperse th.e popUlarr6gime headed b"J
India and the other British colonies that liberated Mr. Jagan. '

"
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69. I~ that magnificent'epic struggle, the men of five
nations fought under the inspiration and command of
Sim6n Bolfvar, the illUstrious leader whose legendary
exploits fill the pages of American history" The blood
of Colombians was thus shed on American soil, from
Caracas to La Paz, in a gigantic effort which far
exceeded its capacity at the time andwhichwas unde~
taken by my country with the sole aim·of co-operatmg
with the .Spanish colonies in.order that they might
aCqtlire full independence as sovereign nations.

,70. \Ve have therefore an honourable history as all,
anfti·colonial country which entitles us to speak in t1~is

debate with a fu11sense of responsibility, andwe can';;'
not refrain f:rom pointing out, in passing, that after
our armies contributed to the liberation of five coun­
trles>and the victory was won, all those brave stal-
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~~~.Vi~~: e::ir~::s:~~O~:;~:~~~~~::d::h;:~~- ~~:~~:~~~~n~ej~'~=~:~~~:n~~::~~:~l~~~~
epend"l faith and good will of the colonialists.\1hat is just th~y,\hadhelp'~,~o lPJierate, bUf!4i~g thei:rhomesthere
: mde.. one mO.rereaspn why the Decla7tationon tn~ g~antingP1iid living,.ihpea({e -as simpptcitize~ dedicated to
basess of independence to colonial cQuut:ries and\\ peoples 'the workj?;.nd pro~ZEfrvf~:h~ newemauc~JYated lands.
olonial [A!4502 and Corr.1:], proposed by !~e SOVle\<vnion,. Hovr3veryd~ient is this attitude from that o~Other

is of capital inlportance at the present time" ~"0_ .. nations {Which in. the very middle ..of· the tw;antieth
\1 66. '!'he efforts by the colo#!alist;s to postpone the~_c~n~fi"~endthe1.rarmies not to help ~OU1~try!~~ to be
J) ranting of independence to. colonial countries and :n.'etJ' but to co-operate with governmen~~ that,/d~wnin
/ ~eoPles are made with a view 1;0 finding new ways and blood thesove;reign aspira.tionsof thetr peoples.

1Ueans of maintaining their economic and po1it~,cal 71.. The t;lubject.o~colonialism is asoldas<theworld.
dominion over theSE! countries. But t."te machinations RQme~ Greece and Carthage were in their time colo-
of the colonialist circles against the oppressedpeoples nies, as were also France, Spai~ qennany and the
of their col,onies should spur us on to take B~ decision United Kingdom. The hiStory of the world is the ~tory

which will :make itpossible for these peoples to~.€:hieve of the'Ufe of countries which, through changes extend-
independence immediately and to decide fO~1 them:- iug over a longprocessionofyears, e'/entual1yattained
selves what form of government they want. (rhe time the fun. realization of their political personalities.

= has come .to tell the colo1llial peoples that (pe ~~t~d 72. In the perpetual flow of· time, new forms· of life
cNations, f8~thful tQ the p.rin?iples of the Ch(,~rter, VillI are 8ubstitutedfor others Whi~h in their day had their'·.

givel them iUl~ supp\ort In their just fi~t ,;\Lgatnst .~e explanation and reason for existe~ce.Even legal tr!lSti-
most ~onstrl()llS system known to manki~;d:-eolonial tutions change. as the years go by; the theo!'Y of
subjuga"ion. nt:.tional''$overeignty so dear tI? thewritel"S of treatises
~~Mr. Boland (Irel8.nd). resumed the Chai/t. on international law in the nineteenth cenmI'Yhasbe~n

" • . i· / • • superseded by the newform. Cif $upra*natio-nal assoc~ia-
.67. M:r.. ALVAREZ R;mST:R:mPO (Colo~l1b:l.a) (trans- tion which is the basis of the United Nations.
lated fromSpamsh): A few weeks ago, f~!om this same
rostrum, the Qhainnan of the Council at Ministera of 73. Our country too was a colony, and in.the initial
the Union of'Soviet Socialist Republics ];'eferredto CO(F-' period of independence our people displayed the same
lombia as a colonialist countrysbnp~;ybecause our rebellious attitudes and voiced the same bitte'Z;'<Dom~
delegation had expx'essed the· view that: this item could plaints as we now hear, with some justification, on
have been discussed in an atmosphere of greater the lips of the representatives of the 'new nations
serenity and calm in the First COJnn',iittee rather than which· have recently acquireatheir. freedom and, by
in this Assembly, which seems to le;hd itself to sharp virtue of .their n.ew status, have been abie to join our
exchanges of Views or vehement ora/tory, so that state- Organization after having lived for many years. under
menta made here:_a~ often utteJi'ed in a spirit of' the dominion of some foreign Power. The fact that
propaganda, with: an eye to the out:side world, rath,er we were a· colony did not prevent us, once we had
than with a deSIre to inform the opinion or influence achieved our independence, from regarding Spainwith
the calm. judgement of the l'epr(~sentatives of the the greatest affection as thecountI'Y which governed
various nations. u's during the period of our .earlyforn:t.ation,and which
68. We could not therefore speak fin this debatewith- g~T{e us a language, a. religion, a legal syste;m atlda
out stating beforehand that our c;ountry is one which ~road cultural foundation, four elements which ~ve .
ardently supports 'the self-deten:n.ination of peoples, oeen the funcmmental pill::l.rs on which oUr society has
and Which at no time in its history;has been associated been built.
with any movement aimed at the suppressionorlimita- 74. Not every aspect of colonialism is as pernicious
tionof tha,t freedom elsewhe:r;e. On the contrary~ when, and harmful as somE) representatives herfil, more from
150 years ago, Colombia ~as beginrdJlg its life as a politic~lzeal than from a desire to understand history,
separate nation, and befor(~ it had even consolida:ted try' to make it appear. In the gradual formation of new
its own independence, it. gld not hesitate to send its nationalities one of. the valuable culturalcontributions
armies to the neighbonrir,a.g .Cowltries of Venezuela, to their future life is that which has been trans:m.itted

. Ecuador, Pero and BoUvLa in order to support them during the years of. d.omination by the governingcoun-
in their struggle for final emancipation from Spanish try, as we have been able to appreciate here as we
rule. listened to the erodite andojudicious speeches of repre­

sentatives .!ik~the' •MimsteY.s'o:r Foreign Affairs of
CamerQun and ,:NIgeria in which anoutstanding cultural
back~ioUJ;ldwu.sapparent.

75". In speaking of colonialism it may perhaps·beap­
}?l'opriate at this stage to clear up onepQint in order
to avoid a· repetition of what some speakers have had
the affrontel7Y to insinl1ate, vaguely but none the less
suggestively, when, in their referenees to the~olonial

problem in the wQrld, they appea~ to include)the whole
9.~- Latin America within the areas controlled by the
colonial system.

~=C~,... (,,\\

76. It is true that in our continent the~c;remaln a
few small areas under the control ofE,.l'1-6pean nations,
and we hope that one day those ar(as may enjoy full r=
liberty. It is equally trtle, ~oweve~. that the Latin \
American countries represented here\are not colonies

\!
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:10~P General AsseIDbl~,'-Fifteenth Sess/~on- Plenary Meetings
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"'ofany POWfJ1I1• Each country ha.s weUcqdefinedgeo- 79fi:' M;t·.S6kou.~'\t)u1'6, the President of the Republic of
graphical an4 poilitioalboundaries, and on Jhe soil of (?pinea. said in. this Assembly in his statement of
our continent there, have arisen soveJteigll nations, J;3 October 1960:
each with its~ ()wn p~:rson.aUty, its QWll culture, its own -We know that there are problems onwhich every.
h;istoryand lts own UMl:llstaka.ble human characteris.... one may speak as he' Wishes, according to his own
tiCS•. The ,one feature that might stamp us all as mem- tempere.ment; but 1;here are other problems which
bers 'of the same. family wo~d be~ the ~e,a.lousca:~ cap..riot becorlsidered as personalproblems, and stUI
which we exer?ise, on ~ll oc~aslOns ,,0 avoid any .thrfilat less as problems related to the existence of this .or
to .our sovereIgn autonoIn.Y. From the ..grea;e~t to ~~e that system or 'bloc. Such problems concern thevery
smallest, from :Br~zil to C~)~taRica, ~~chof ..be ~.eu,,~ foundations of a life ofdignity for every human being,
Ame;ican States has its OWl:~ pe.rso~8-""... ty, its ()~ dis whatever politicalor economic systemhe may choose.
tinctIve features and a pJ:'oud belieUnits.indepenrl\~ncean.d whatever his religion, colour or nationality~!!
that can never be effaced ho~ever dHflcult the ~,~z- [903rd meeting para. 4.] .
cumstances that may arise in ItS national life. In that . .. ,
respect we all bear traces of theheritagewe received He then added:
from t?e Iberian peninsula, f~m Spain ,and Portugal, "There can be no doubt.that the problem of free-
countnes in which the cultivation of one s personality dom is the greatest problem in the world. No people
is insepar.abr l:inked with the words denoting "honour and no thinking; person can think that freedom is

; and nobility , which are so much~steemed in our divisible or that it belongs to a single people rac
language. We. are no man's sla,vG. Po}.!ticall~r we move or religion If []bid para 5] , e
in. the broad area of Western .democracy, the same • _ .....!, ' .. 0". • .

democl,"acy by which the free nations of the world 80. In listening to the speakers who have come to
becam~ united:In one great phalanx to fight agaiDst this rostrum to present colonialism as a systemwhich
totalit~riandictatQrship. We choose our gove:rmnents has deprived thousands of human beings of their inde-
and our parliaments .in public elections, inwhich every pendence, we might hav.e thought that colonialism, and
citizen l),as the opportunity of expressing his opinions . colonialism alone, represents the problem offreedom
according to his ownconscience; we determine ourown in the world. All the terms that signify the submis-
fate and ord.er our own destiny according to the dic- sion of one country to another have been employed to
tates of our national needs. It is tbne therefore for convey to us the full horror of colonial policy, which
certain delegations to the United 'Nations to stop subjugates, controls, enchains, oppresses, humiliates
insinuating that we are some other nation's colomes and crushes the dignitY of many nations that should

:whenin reality the Latin American countries are be free. In an impressive stream of words a picture
sovereign and ind.ependent nations because theybo~g!lt of enslavement and bondage has been presented to us,
their independence many years ago with the J;>lood of but all the criticism has been directed one way and
their heroes. '/' has had one objective, as if the problems of human

77 I'" uld th t th i li' ,:''i d d U1..- 'freedom existed only in this quarter.• ,,,wo seem a ere. s a ma Clq~San e.u-
erate attempt to confuse the term Ifcolo~lialism"with 81. The trutb.!chowever, is that while political co-
the term "under-development", but in 1\fact the one 10'W.alis~/:f()r the greater good of humanity, moves
term has nothing ~I) tfowith the 0t1l.erj.:!l/oul' case. We rapidly towards its close because of the intelligent
are indeed unde1""\~evelopedcoymnes inthe sense that and far-sighted policy of the former metropolitan
we have a high bl--rth-r-ate,' a low per caput income, countries or through the force of circumstances,
in, marq countries a high percentage 'of illiteracy, another type of colonialism has arisen to take its
sm:i.ous health and education problems,_and in nearly place. The only difference is that this is not the type
all cases a high degree of dependence 'on the export of colonialism which exercises control over the soil
of primary commodities. Thus, according to the ex- and the harvests, the mountains an~ the r!vers~ the
perts, we have all the features' that characterize an social life and political system, over education and
under-developed area. Economic backwardness must health and, in fact, over all the externals of the life
not, however, be confused with the loss of national of a people; it is r-ather a colonialism which keeps
dignity or of social and political autonomy. To use a watch over man's conscience, suppresses his free­
well-known expression we might say, as they said in doms and utterly de$troys the life of the spirit.
Spain when the great nobles lost their fortunes, we .
,-,ontlnue to be nobtes despite our poverty. 82. There are, of course, deplorable legacies of the

. old colonial system, and mfilions of men are stlll
78. The aim of this de~a~e on colonialis~, according a.waiting their deliverance. Traces still remain of t.lte
to those who requested It, IS to ensure the mdependence system which until quite recently controlledvast areas
of peoples and to eliminate a shameful phenomenon Qf the world and we have heard here the statement
of modernblst~~.The declarationin its literalmean- b}.' the repr~sentative of the United Kingdom [925tll
fug pre~ents no difficulty to us•. Our legal tradition mtJeting] who explained in detail how hiscouutry is
makes us .naturally sympathetic to all that is implied preparing to grant complete self-government to those
by freedom, but this must be complete freedom in all areas wh.ich are not yet independent.
places, in all latitudes and lmder all systems. We do . . . . '. '. . .
not believe that colonialism alone deserves criticism 83. What we have not heard here is thevoice of those
as a system of subjection and submission,·of control who k~pinsubjection, not newly-emergingcountries. ,
and enslavement. The item must be wider in scope. but nations with an old culture and noble historical
The .great issue to be debated 11ere is that of freedom traditions, andwhohave forced them. to accept a r6g:in1.e
in 9,11.its .manifestations, the' freedom to create, to of terror and sile,nce. It might be said that while the
worsh1p, to tea.ch, to write, to speak, to disseminate colonialism Which controls material factprs and file
information. to criticize and to protest w~,enever this world of wealth is progressively and continuouslydis-
becomes necessa.ry·for the preservationofhumandig.. appearing from\'astareasoftheworld, there is arising
nity. in other areas what we might term the colonialism of

. '.. . .... . .\
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,~ansion which led to the subjection of the majority 101. It is tlJ,t"Jefore ap~opriate 'that the General As..
-of the peoples of Africa ~d [1\sia. The year 1960 has sembly should bold a larg~cale debtLte onthe sUbject
been. calledthe year of Africa, which is indeed anaptattbis fifteenth session. and that it should conclUde

IfQJdeSCri.ption si.nc.ewe. h.av..e. had the.. great satisfact..ion the debat.e. with the.' adoption. ofa resolu.tio;o. Wh.i~h w.ill..
of welcoming sixteen neVi' African States to ourmidst. mark an important date in the history {)f the ~rnit,ed

94.Tn accordance with the trradition ofl)am.inge];K>chs Nations. 0 , '

(~J~ afterim~rtant eve:rl~~t. the.. sec,ond •.h,altOfth.. etwentieth 102. In.ihe op:lDion of. the Tunisiall delegation, it if:!
, ''''/\century wlll have th~ distinction of being knQwn as the not enough io round off this debate by drawing up a
· .. Jl pe:t;iod})of .the liberation of peoples. FOT, whether we proclamation. sta,ting the principle of the righ~ of
~/~\>,J~e Jyor not, whether force has tobe used or persua- peoples to self-determination, since this is al~ady

siot( whether it is acceptable to the colonizing coun- enshrined in the Chart~r; What we must do, above ali,
tries or nott tnere will soon nolonge1¥be any enslaved is to reaffirm and atrengt..lten those principles in the
peoples. The eraofcoloni~ldom!nationtof the enslave- light of the difficulties raised by/the colonizing coun-
ment of man by man, of the "indig6nat" system ~nd tries with a view to delaying the liberation of the
other laws .imposing forced labour in the colonies, is peoples under th~ir charge. ,~,

over. All over ilia world colonialism, despite itspower '103 Ou t k t thi i i "d bted1 t
and resources, is retreating before the irresistible .• l' as a. s sess on ~ un ou. - .•' .a0 pro-
advance of men towa,rds freedonl and independence. vide a vigorous impetus and to give clear an general
The~rrevocableJDal'ch of history wlll cerlaimynotbe-, guidance on the means to beelllployed so that ~e(,
halted. by the obstinacy of Fr8.11ce in carrying on a ,peoples sti~ undercoIQnialdO~inationma~a~n~../.r
futile .' and hopeless war in Algeria fo1" the past six end, which is also ourst that 18 to say unt., eraal rode-.
years; of' Portugal in.denying the evidence and cling- pendence.
ing to absurd. fictions; above all, of South Africa in 104. Our. essential purpose i,s to avoidwhathappened
isol~ting itself, despite universal reprobation, within recently ill Viet-Nam, what is happening today in AI-
an iiahuman racism which it has raisedto the:status of geria and what has happened in the Congo..
national policy. . 105. Let m.e explain myself. Faced with the irresist­
95. The upheavals broughtaboutbytheir stubbornness C 1:1>1e drive of those countries towards independencet the
will perhaps ineVitably delay the achievement offree- reaction. of the two Powers which can be quoted as
dom. by .$ome peoples, but at the cost of much un- examples ofthemostrecalcitrantcolonia1ism~France

necessary suffer;4ig and to the detriment ofthefriend- . and Belgium-has boon either stubbornly tomamtatn
ship, underst~ding and co-operation which are so domination by. force of arms or to agree to inde-.
~ssen~al amoni~ 'the peoples.. pendence and then to attempt to divide the liberated:
96. .'The coloDit~@dcoup.tI1,es will· attain independence nations by preposterous manoouvreS and to regain
with or withou,t the BgI,ement of 1;lle colonizers, but domination by underhand means.
they will attain it in any event,for no force in the 106. In Viet-Nam, for example, after seven years of
world can arrest the irresistible march of history. appalling warfare which cost tens of thousands,of lives,
97 Ever since its establishment the United Nations France was obliged to bow to facts and abandon the
ba~ been' 'concerned" ..with the sitUation .of dependent country, leaving behind not only ruins but a people
territories and peoples and ofthOS8wider international divided into two States r,nd thus providf,ng more fuel

;\ trUsteeship•. ~e 0manizatioil has undoubtedly.made a for the cold :war.
.substantial contribution to the peacefull1beration of 107. Unfortunately, the French colomaUsts did not
the colonized peoples through the impo~tdebates profit by the lesson of Viet-Uam. Having learned
it has held on the subject, particu,larlyin the Fourth nothing and forgotten nothingtfor the past six years
Committee and'-' the Trusteeship CounCil, and through they have been c~mmitting the samemistakea in
the numerouEVrecommendations it has made. Algeria which we:re so disastrous 'in Viet-Nam both
98. Nevertheless, that contribution is not sufficient. for France, fQr its former colony and for the whole
On the one hand,. the impatience of the colomzed of humanity.
Pl30ples is:continually growing; Onthe other, the ~l'!1c" 10S.In the Congo, Belgium demonstrated its liberal-
tance and the resistance of the colonizing' countries ism to the 'world by agreeing to proclaim themde--
ha.ve created difficulties. which have delayed the re- pendence of the country. YGt by iJ'.stigating the's~ces-
covery of ,,Sovereignty and independence bythe peoples sion of Katanga .and Kasai and by .. engaging in man-
Under their domination. . . ..,. te1lvres designed to maintain its domination inanother
99. This dish~hri~~~tweenthe two movements has form, it has plunged the Congo into the tragedy 'Of
frequently led~o clasheli\ and t~ sanguinary conflicts which we are aware and which today. constitutes one
which have endangered the friatldship betweenpeoples of our most serious ca:uses for anxiety. ,
and international peace"and s~cu.rJ.ty. It is therefore 109. In both cases the result has been a lamenU)ller

~=:~~~p~=~~~:=~=:~ =dll~":~a::~~e:e~a:~~::~!.
GhartfiJr and~eUniversalDeclar:pltionofHumanRights retain their privileges. On the contrary, owmg to th~'
to this sphere;. it would th~ indicate the road to be force of circUDlsta:n,C~s, the rift has steadily d~epene~) t.

followed and clear !t of obst~cles. and the poss:tbility of~~erstandingt reconciliation ana
100. FGr"the Sak~)of reinforcing the' authority and co-operation has dbninished with every pass~g 98-Y.
,ieiiootiv~nessofthis institution and in the interests 110. Would the result have been the same if the.:
otJpendship, ltdfrnony a,"'\dpeace, it is desirable t\at colonizing countriesboo am~epted the in6vltable andhad
the . pe?ple~;:ahoU1d attain independence within me spontaneously~rat least rationa1ly--encourageli the
fra;m.ework of the United Nations and with its assist- liberation movement? I do not seriously .1;h1nk· so.
ance. <,,? Viet-Nam, which jomed the FrenchUniort'in 1~47t
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nisia haa, associated itself with the other independent
African countries in advocating the (~nd ofcQlOnialism
and endeaVOUring to find the most appropriate means
to lighten the cross borne by our less forf:u.na.te
brothers.

118.. More than a year and a .half ago, on 2 March·
1959, at the Neo-Destour Congress,' held at Sousse, .
President Bourguiba made a stirring .,appeal to the
colonial countries to adopt a realistic attitude. I shoulp
like to quote briefly ~from. his.speech: .

"The instability now .prevailing in the world is:1

born of the antagonism between two blocs, the West
and the East, and of the desire of each to attract
the.largest ri:umberof'peoples of Asia and Africa.

"However, we see the whe~l of history turning 0

iJJ.exorably in the. direction of liberation; notcoloni­
zation.· The number of em.ancipated nations is' in­
creasing day by day. The future is certainly on the
.side of' the freedom of nations--oolonialism. Is
doomed: France may persist in its obstinacy for a
year or two·more, but will not preventAIgena from.
gaining independence.

WIn the ~ameway, the United Kingdom caM.otpre­
vent Kenya, Nyasaland, Rhodesia and Somaliland
from becoxning independent~

WIt is futile to try to delay these developments
at' all costs.

"The reluctance and procraatinationofthese,coun­
tries cannot stop the wheel ofhistory., whichcrushes
those who place themselves in its path.

"Why do the Western Powers not considera return
to wisdom? ' -

"instead of allowing this great battle to c~~ftplue,
in whlcl},:iibeW i~. waging an unsy~tem.atic ~~d un...
provit;J~ strug'kle·.oaga.i.nsttyranny, insteadofr~rlng
'~a,tt,irs to ch~lce and relymg on the inspiration of
~Yc¥1its, let g~rrlmon·sense take the upper hand,"with
a~wi1lingness t6 face the facts. 1 think there is still
time' for. the nations which \TaIue liberty and dignity . C)

to reverse the trend of events.

"These nations can meet around the conference
table to examine and solve the question of fdecoloni­
zation't and all its attendant problems. in peace and 11

ti-anqui1lity•

"The task is to ensure that :m~dprogresses
frolD. the colonial era into -the age of co-operation•.
This procesl~ ·must take place in an atm.osphereio~

,-calm. Re~6na.bles~agescan be established, and the
·possibilities. of fruitfUl. c~operation and lasting
friendship safegu.arded;This must be possible. The
colonized. countries should not have to seize their
independehce at .~ost of bloodshed and perhaps
at th~ risk of beiiig. plunged into an anarchy which
might .be. exploited by' a hostile party to/inflame
grievances, propagate its ideology-and paye"ilie way
~.n: its domination.ft,

.. fl ..... ..
Prl3sidentBourguiba continued. on 2 March 1959:

"1 can. J:"eaclilyenvi~agea l~rge conference attended
by aU thosecountrles which arest1J.l colomes or
semi~()lonies. c." u. .

•At such ~ conferenc.e, which would at first be
confined to these countries, the .latter could reach
sOl,ne agreement. They would then 1nVitethe.repre-

929th meeting -30 November 1960
\l

ntight today have been a unified, independent and
sovereign State, linked to France by ties offriendship
and fruitful co-operation; the same would be true of
Algeria if that had 1been desired" if there had been a
wish to avoid the continuatioh of the war.. ,)
111.' The Congo would not have been the scene of the
unfortunate· exodus of the Belgians or of the app3.Uing
crisis through which it is nOw passing.

112. We consider that the time has come when the
..... Uriited Nations should face its responsibilities and
,j resolutely put an end to the tragedy of the colonized

peoples. The country which I have the honour to repre-
sent was one of the first of'those placed by an unjust
fate under ,fotaign domination to initiate the struggle
for honour, digDity. and freegomll •For thre'e-quarters
of a century-and particuI~rly during the past thiW
years-it waged unrelenting war against the occupying
power. At the tiine Tunisia's strogglemighthavebeen
likened to that of David with Goliath,since the con­
s~lence of the world 'was not alive as it is today to the
hero!c efforts of the peoples to achieve dignity, free­
dom and independence. By the use of persuasion and
force and byJinvoking humanitarian. considerations and'
human solidarity, my country persevered on the road
of honour until victory was achieved.·Under the leader­
ship of President Bourguiba,it has always advocated

. that colonial problemsshonld besolvedby negotiation,.,
though it accepts the need for the use of force when
faced by a lack of goodwill on the part of the colonial­
ists.
113. On the day when. it achieved independence, after
having in.desperation embarked upon a long andbitter
armed conflict calling for patience, persev.erance,
sacrifice and courage, it accepted as an ideaIthe
sacred dUty. of lending its support to the peoples strug­
gling for freedom. Thus on 1 June 1955, when it had
only just achieved internal self"gove'rI1lnent~when the'
whole question might have been reopened since France
retained military ,bases and powerful means of action
iIlthe country" Tunisia did not hesitate:'to stand
shoulde:r to shoulder with Algeria in its struggle for
freedom. I· shall have much to say on that subjeCt
when the quest:i.on of Algeria. comes upbefore the 1first
Committee. For the moment I shall only make such
allusions as I consider necesacary in thepresentdebate.

114. On 1 June 1956, ·when he 'Was leaVing French
soil for his triumphant return to his .• own.country,
PreSident Bourguiba said that he hoped with an his
heart that the Tunisian experimentwould bee'Xtended
so that fighting :might end inAlgeria~ as it ~~d ended
in: TUnisia, with a settlement Which would ellableco­
operation to be maintained and to continue.

115. A fGW months later Tunisia achieved independ­
ence and has flinQe devoted all its efforts and all its

.. _ __. _ __ _ _ " - i. ( _ _ _' _ _ - _- _ '. ' _ - . _-:-~

resources to hastening the end of the war. During the
past six years President Bourguiba has spared no
endeavour to, reconcile the' two parties and to persuade
them to negotiate. Unfortunately our efforts have not
ll1~t with tJ1e succesathey deserve.

c

116.. Nevertheless, despite the great anxiety caused to
Tu:tlisia by .the continuange of the war \L~ Algeria,
Which sometimes spills across itsfrontiers,Tunisia
has, never ceased. to be concerned with the fate of the
Qther Qolonized~~ountries and particUlarly those ofoUr
own(!:,:mtinen~, Africa.

117. At all the African conferences, at Accra, Mon­
l'Ovias 'Addis Ababa and recently·at Leopoldville, Tu-
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12~,!- Now I come to- the example of the Congo. The
disturbances 'that occurredin that country imniediately
after it achieved independence were represented by
the champions of colonialism as a solemn warning
of the possible dangers of "premature independence It.

According to thGln, the lesson to be learned from the
situation in the Congo is this: a colony which is
liberated before attaining a certain level of economic
development and a certain politicfJl maturity, and be­
fore qualified personnel have been trained, in other
words, before it is prepared for its new responsibili­
ties, runs the risk of lapsing into anarchy. This may
be true especially if the former controllingPowerdoes
everything it can to sow the seeds of anarchy, 'as was
the case in the Congo. But there is another truth which
is also illustrated in the Congo, in Angola and in '
Mozambique: the colonial Powers are unfortunately
incapable of preparing these countries for independ­
ence for the very good reason that theydo not want
them to be independent. Th-erefore, the only rational
and fair-minded conclusion we can draw ~romthe

situation i~ the following: the colonial Powers must
give' a firm undertaking to refrain from any' action
that may cause disturbances in the liberated countries ,
and avoid any attempt to create difficultiefJ for the Dew
governments. They must strictly respect the inde­
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
new States. In other words," we must prevent, any ,
furth-er attempts to do what France hoped to do in '
Guinea and what Belgium unfortunately succeeded in
doing in the Congo. In both these casEls, the colonial

sentatives of the peoples concerned to meet them this year to membership in the Organization. But there
around the table, or alternatively, they might setup is still war in Algeria; there is stillno progr~eof (\
committees to make a separate study of the case of decolonization for Angola and Mozambique. This state
each individual country and examine its pO~!l>j)ities of affairs should" not be tolerated, any longer. The
and particular conditions.- experience of recent years has proved how dangerous

"Much useful information could be obtained from it is for the colonizeI' and the colonized, and for all .
, , , mankind, to allow colonialism to pursue its harmful

the experience of the UnitedK:ingdom, which is now course. We know that the colonialists and, more gen...
making preparations for the independence ofNigeria erally, all th~peoples that dominate others, are clearly
in October 1960. By that date, the country's consti- aware that their day is drawingto a close. But we also
tution will have been drawn up,administrative and know that, in its death throes, colonialism may' still
technical personnel will have been trained, and its be shaken with convulsions that are extremely dan..
state institutions will be ready to function. gerous for peace and international security. This was

"What the United Kingdom has done for Ghana the case in Indonesia..w:hy should we not recall it?-
and Nigeria, and is preparing to do for Somali1and, when the Neth~rlands, after haVing recognized the
can perhaps also be done tomorrow for Rhodesia, independence' of that country, then tried to reconquer it.
Kenya and Tanganyika.

122. This is the case today in Algeria and the Congo:
"To adopt such a policy is to follow the natural I am not afraid to repeat myself on this subject, for

course of development. Why is it that other coun- the grave responsibility of France and Belgium in
tries-France for example-do not adopt this sa:me this connexion cannot be stated often enough. I oite,
policy'? , , f 'these two cases deliberately, because they are used

-They could establish contact with the nationalist by the colonialists 'as arguments in L~eir attempts to
,'movements an~ with their co..operation, organize justify their poliCY of domination.
\ free elections. Such elections would reveal themost 123. Indeed, it is in virtue of French legislation
influential and enlightened elements, withwhom die- based on faked elections that Algeria is regarded us
cussions could be held. French territory. It is on the pretext of safeguarding

"The risks of terrorism, violence and anarchy the national heritage that war is at present being'
could thus be avoided in the evolution of colonial waged'on the Algerian people.
peoples. 124. J?ortugal, to,o, regards Angola and Mozambique

ftNegotiations between colonists and colonized as integral parts of the metropolitan territory.
shOUld be concern.ed,not only with determining the 125. This idea cannot be justified eitheronhistorical
stages and methods of emanc~pation, but with the or geographical grounds. Norhas it any sound juridical
consideration,of plans for economic assistance and foundation. Therefore it is of capital importance to
development. The peoples :Qlustbe savedfrom under- publicize this ,fact so that the colonizingcountries may
development, whicn is a fQrm of servitude" not be able to evade. their obligations by sheltering

BIn pursuing such a course, the Western countries behind the national territory theory.
would merely be applying the principle which they
profess to support, of helpPlgthe peoples to ~chieve

political and economic ,liberation. Unger the proce­
dure that I ptopg~e, this liberationwould be achieved
in accordance with a reasonable plan 'Providing for
the ", restoration of power to the nationals of the
country concerned, for the holding of elections and
,the trainmgof the' necessary personnel.

"Subsequently, ways and means ofproviding assist­
ance and arranging investments wouldbe investigated
in order to speed up industrialization programmes.

I\'ThuJS, the road to economic and technicalprogress
would be opened to the liberated peoples."

119. This appeal launched by President Bourguiba
more than a year and a half'ago appears prophetic
in the'light of the serious disturbances-of which he
gavei warning-that have since occurred in the Congo,
South Africa, South West Africa and other iInportant
places on the African continent. '

'I

120. Unfortunately, his appeal to reason and realism
went unheeded. Of course, some countries have since
been liberated. Nigeria, the African States whichwere
under French domination, and the Congo. But there
has been no, solution to the Colonial problem as a
whole, as urged by President Bourguiba, a.' solution
which would have contributed substantially to the re­
duction of international tension.

121.. It is true that sixteen new African States have
recovered their independ~nceand have been admitted
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Dowers trieq to sabotage the independence they had
been forced. ito concede by the nabl,ra1.'C\ourse of de-
velopmen~ " /

11

127. But ar~\undertaking by the colonial Powers, no
matter how '( s~lemn, does not, in our opinion, consti­
tute a suffici~t guarantee. If need,be, the United;
Nations_must b~ able to ensure that the undertaking
will l;>~ ob~erved~

'\ \\
128. There. is al\other kind of ruse regularly prac-
tised by the cblonialPowers. This consists in demand­
tng from the colonized country, under pressure, and
before granting its independence, certain economic or
other advantages.

129. It was indisputably Tunisia's experfcence-ancl
this situation is still continuing-that before granti:r.\g
independence, certain Power$ try to secure forthem­
selves the largest possible nUlllber of cultural, eco­
nomic, and even strategic advantages, which are,..pre­
sented to the other· party as being in the mutual
interests of both parties, having regard to the prlnci,\Jle
of the interdependence of peoples.

. ,

130. On the eve of its independence, ,aooloni2ed
people thus finds itself iu a qurmdary: it can either
reject the demands for concessions at the risk of
losing the opportunity of peacefully recovering its
sovereignty; or it can accept them at the risk, after
independence, of finding its liberty of action restricted,
as well as its freedom to determine its own interests,
which are not necessarily identical with those of the
former colonizing Power.

131. Faced with this painful conflict of conscience,
a colonized people generally opts forthe second alter­
native, but withth~.firmintention,once its sovereignty
is recognize.d and regained, of retrieving whatever it
had be3n forced to concedellnder pressure. It is then
that new dJfficulties, and sometimes serious crises,
arise in the relations between the new independent
State and its former master. The latter argues that
commitments which have been entered into must be
~!:~spected and often tries to equate what it considers
to be concessions on its part with the ,concessions
which it extorted before independence. Hence ", the
clashes and wrangling that cloud relations whichmight
otherwise become increasingly friendly and trusting.

132. I have done no more than state the relevant and
indisputable conclusions based on experience. I could
quote exact· facts and introduce' irrefutable docu­
mentary evidence to show the disastrous consequences
of agreements made between a colonial Power and a
colOnized people before the 'latter achievec, its inde-
pendencelo "

133. SUch agr~ements must be considered RS vitiated
from the start. The colonial Powers should refrain
from insisting on them. They should, at thevery ,least,
agree with good grace to their revision after the for­
mer colony takes Over its new ref:;ponsibiUties as an
independent and sovereign nation. That is a fundamental
Principle, which would en~ble peoples under foreign
domination to achieve a real, healthy independence,
free from the oqtset from any kind of mortgage. ,

,134. There is a third point which, in my delegation's
View, is of prime importance: the need to ensure that
political independence has the best possible chance of
functioning effectively in the interests of the people
,concerlied-I am speaking of aid to neWly 1iber~ted

\~ountries. They will n~d such aid, whether economic

or technical. None of these States· will be able to do
without it iI-=u wants ,to ,-develop economically and

, socially. In gene~al, this urg~nt need of new Sta~\
provides a, good opportunity' for competition bet!iren ~
the different forces in the world, and particularly
between ... "f;1le tWo blocs, each ,seeking to impose, its
influence on the new countries.' 'J:'echnicians, equip­
ment, and even considerable funds are offered on all

. sides from{~rportedlydisinterested sources to States
which no longer know whether it is more advantageous·
to turn to the left or the right. Whatever dir.eJptiop,
they choose, the result is the same: they find tb-em.­
selves_.aligned, oftenagainst theirwillt withJ~ebloc or
the o\iJ,ier. From being an object of riv~1:.rY they thus
become, despite themselves, partie~"'to a struggle in
which they have nothing to gain.

135. That is why we appeal to_the great Powers of
u

East and West, in the interests of t,hen"ew ~tates,lI, ,for
the sake of mankind and of peace, to st~p making
those States a field for competition. Weas~~them, in
all seriousness and sincerity, to realize tha~)/JYseek­
ing to draw these peQples into theirorbft they nm
the risk of jeopardizing the nong.al' and 1UiJ/4J.ratevolu-
tion of these young nations. I

136. Having their own ideologies, their ownproblems,
these States urgentlyneed to work inpeace and freedom
for the prosperity of-theirpeople, for higher standards
of living. They cannot achieve this, aim without the
help of more developed countries. Inorder to improve
the situation of their people, to set them on the path of
economic and social progress and the' application of
modern science and technology, they are obliged to
turn to the Powers which have attained a very high
degree of industrialization and whose technical
achievements have sometimes been revolutionary.

137. If the colonies, which are at present one of the
factoi)s in the cold wa:t and may .even be one of the
caUses of a. real war, \~':"ie to stop being a source of
discord once they· have"achiev~d independence, it is
essential that the economic arid technical aid which
they need and which the two/1)locs are in a position
to give should not be used as a means of binding them
to one or other. of those blocs. My delegation thinks,
therefore, that the value of this aid would !leenor"
mously enhanced if it, were given through the United,
Nation~. In this way it would lose any political colour­
ing, it would become truly unconditional and would,be
a disinterested manifestation of ,international co­
operation and solidarity.

138.· My delegation much appreciated,th~actionofthe

Soviet Union in proposing this item for inclusioll on
the agenda of the present session IA/4501]. We are
also very grateful. for thewannthwith 'Wm.ch the Soviet
delegation argued the case for discussioln ofthi.s im­
portant question in the G'(~:meralAssembly.. .

139. However, althol1gh' decolonizat~on ils a problem
which concerns the whole world, i~; is 11\0 less true
that it is oUr sacred. dUty, as countries for.tl1erlyunder
colonial rule which have, suffered directly from the
misdeeds of the colonialists,. it is, "I say, ()ur duty as
uncommitted countries to be.in the forefl,'Ont of this
battle. We are far from having any desire to claim a
monopoly in the stroggle for the freedom lpf peoples
or any intention of re:fusing the assistance of the great,
Powers. On the contra:ry, we need everfone f$ help
and we will not exclude anyone. It is just that we do
nd,t want to give this debate, I. might even. say this

per Sf



151. Not only shall we have reduced the rls1\:of war,
but we shall have given the world, in addition to peace, ,;
stability and prosperity. We shall have restored to
hundreds of millions' of men the concept of dignity,
of Cohonour, of freedom, and hence, of happinGss. We
shall have washed the brow of humanity free f:rom the
blot of colonialism. '

Mr. Tarabanov (Bulgaria), Vice-President, took the
Chair. if

152. Mr. ASHA (United Arab Republic): In view ofthe
importance of the question before us, the General As....
sembly, in its wisdom, has decided that it be dis-,,;GI
cussed in plenary me~ting :rather than In committee.
The problem of the liquidation of colonialism and the
granting of independence to all· colonial countries .and
peoples is, in the view of my delegationu the most
important problem that is before this Organization

whole process ofdecolonizatiollp an ideological charac.. principle is past. Such statements of principle were;
ter, which would link it to the struggle at present made as long ago as the period after the First World
going on between East and West. We do not want thiS!) War and aronsed great hopes among the subject,
procesSo to lead to a sterile situation where each of peoples.. ThosqJ statements, however, remained a dead
the two blocs trlesto outbid the other, nor do we want letter. At SaD; Francisco, also, it was solemnly de-
it to become a m.eans of intensifying the cold war. . cIared that (he United Nations was determined tit

140. To put it clearly, we should like there to be reaffirm faitrlin funda:m,ental human rights, in the dig-
less talk .of NATO, western bases, the countries of nity and worth of the human person•••

ft
•

Central Europe and their int@rnal r~gimes. Neither 146. This is no longer the time to assert such prin-
the first nor the second of these appears on the agenda ciples, as no Qne contests them any longer. Our task '
of this debate, nor, in our opinion, are they related is to avoid disappointing the peoples of the world, Who
in any way to the question itself. On the contrary, believed in the San Francisco Charter, to avoid dis-
if this debate took on an eastooowest, partisan, ideologi" appointing them as they were disappointed ,after the
cal character, we shoul,d be liable to get off the sub.. First World War.
ject, to introduce emotion and to make the questions. 147. What the present situation requires of us is no'
propaganda issue. longer words, but a solemn declaration by Which all '
141. The problem is so seriolls that it demands from Members of the United Nations would undertake to put
all of us an effort to Uft this debate above any parti- those same principles into effect and to respect their
san, ideological considerations a:pd give it an objective conunitments. It is our duty toacbieve one of the aims'
and disinterested character. I say ftfrom all of us", of our Organization, namely, to give all men freedom
becaui~ 1 do not see how anyone in this Assembly and dignity. .
could hone~tly oppQse the principles which are the very 148. It was this consciousness1bf a sacred duty that.
foundation of our Charter. There are still, it is true, we all have towards mankind as a whole which prompted'
some unrepentant 90lonialists; but, fortunately for my delegation, together with other African and Asian
mankind, their number is becomingsmallerandsmal- delegations, to submit a draft resolution [A!L.323and
ler. Add.1-2]. This draft specifies the principles which
142. But apart from them, who in this hall is\Dot should be the foundation for a general and rapid '
aware of the irreversible process which has led and decolonization ill peace, friendship andunderstanding.
will lead all peoples to independence? Which ofus can 149. We should, it is true, have liked this draft to
sincerely believe for an instant that there could exist define more closely the methods of negotiation.Which,
any force capable of stopping man's irresistible alone, wIthout any c.oercion or armed repression,
progress towards freedom? Which of us doubts the should be used by the colonial Powers. We should
impossibility of div6rting history from its natural have liked the draft to fix as short a time limit as .
course? posSible for the attainment of complete independence'
143. There should be no man worthy of the name who by all peoples who are still,on whatever baSIS, under
refuse other men the right to dignity and freedom on foreign domination: .We have confined ourselves to
the grounds of their colour, their religion or simply stating indisputable principles" which do not seemto us
the fact that their countries a.re not sufficiently de- to offer any grounds for controversy•.
veloped. Slavery may have been abolished, but 1% not 156. This draft could set our Organization on a neW
colonialism· one of the most pernicious for:m.sof the path, bringing it to grips With reality. It is One of the
enslavement of man by man? finest tasks that it, could undertake. If we succeed In .
144. In tb~s centurY of technical progress, in this carUing. it out, we can lay. claim to the gratitude of
golden age of science, when man has succeeded in future generations;' we shall have helped, in large
taming the fordes of nattJ.r~>,constantly·improving his measure, to achieve the goal wbj.ch is setbefore us by
s~~dards of living",,,, ,there . should no longer be any the first words of the Charter:
fiface for servitude. For whereas in the days of "We the peoples of the United Nations determined
slavery, men were bought and sold under a'system to save succeeding generations from the scourge of'
which no one could have justified in terms of human war, which tWice in our lifetime has brought untold
values, colonialism claims to act in the name of sorrow to mankind.•. ".
civilization, humanitarian principles, and even by all
irony of fate, demQ9racy. Do we not see, even now­
adays, States systeIri'atically exploiting whole peoples
while procl~~ing, with the support of figures, that
they have laVished educationonthem, introducedpublic
health services and improved their living conditions?
Do we 'not see States keeping weakpepples under thei'X
domination on me grounds that they have grantedthem
the same rights as their own nationals? Yet the re­
sults are far from being commensurate with the eco­
nomic exploitation and the exploitation of human re­
sources in which the .. colonial Powers have engaged,
to the detrilnent of th/~\ colonies. ' ,;

145. In my statement,I have quoted examples andhave
made specific mention of certain colonies and colonial
Powers•.1 have done so in order tQ, give this debate a
practical character. In the' opinion of my delegatiou,.>
the time for profeSSions of faith and affirmations of
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human beings still suffering from oppression and
exploitation in various forms. ()

159. ·It,is high time for the colo~JaiPowers to'Iorp:et.,
the glories offormer colonial empires and to'>recognize
the emergehthistorical forces inthe areas under their
domination. The fre~dom;"loving people of the world
must exert all tIie pressure they can tost:rike the last
nail in the coffin of cOlortiaUsm, so thatpeace,stability
and friendly telations, basedon respect ofequalrights, '
mayprevail~ . °,7

16a. One "of th~ great ironies of the ,present age is
the curious Inability'of the,colonial Powers tocompre:..
hend the' fundamental urges of freedom and independ...
ence. Many of the~ were at one· tim,e or the qth&r
victims of aggressionandlengthyoccupat!onbyforeign ,
troops~ Have they forgotten the degradation andsuffer...
ing of these years? Have they forgotten thatoa great
American said:'

."••• ,that all men are createp equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator withcerlain inaIienab,e
rights, that atnong these ar~ life, liberty and the,
pursUit of happiness. IV (,

They speak of libertybnly to fill the jails .and prisons;
they declare their solemn devotion to the prill~ip~es

of fraternity and equality only to create moreconcen­
tration camps for innocent ~~ple. They,. speak of
democ.;t;~cy and free speech only to give orders to
fir!ng'sIDlads.And·,I ask the eXistent colonial Power~
ana the former colonial Powers; How ni'anyIiveswer-e
lost in suppressing'the nationalist and fref!~'1pm...seek~ "
ingpeople of their colonies,' Trusf\r.rerri{6ries, Na,a.... \'
Self...Qovernmg Territorles, and others?"Wh;t.we~e'·
their own l)~sualtie$andwhat was their net profit·~d
loss? What was' the price for colonial domlnation1\" \t
161. COlonialism, should have'~en liquidated a lontr,
time ago but, Unfortunately, it is still alive. Tl].ecen...
cept of the t'ight of peoples and nations, to infiepend...
ence-that i~.t~'say, the rig~t()fself-determination­
was theearliest'aspect ofhumanllbertytobe accepted .
as a matter of international concern. '~ First WOrld
.War, which owed its" origin ill con~ider)]'ble measure
to the" explOSive, forces of m~,t!onal.ism,crystall~ed

the concept of .self-deternrlnatlc)O. President WOQdrow ,
Wils?nbecame the champion of this ideal even befo~
the Unite« states entered the First, '¥:9rld War.o' He
enunciated the principle: . ' U •

. n... that governments derive' all th~i~ just powers
.. ,from the cOllsent of thegove;rned, and \hat,no l'ight
" anywhere exists"to 'hand peoplea, about frQmSoveri,.
,eignty to sovereignty ~s if they were properly.n

.\ .. '.~ /)

162. The widespread acceptance oftbisprinciple 90n"
trlbutedslgnificantly to the world trendtowards liqui-r!dation of colonialism. Butneithe~theestablishment)}
bU. the League of lfatiohs of the Mandate.s5ystetn,
nOr the Truste~shipSystem, which was estabUshe4by
the United'Nations, was sufficientlyeffectivetoe:radi..·
oate t.he colonial r~gll11~. Naver~hele$$, the position
has, been, firmly taken that ,peoples and ~er:ritories

should. nQt be used as pawns or be held by victor
nations_.as nspoils of war 'fi\

163. Durirti the past :I:~enYearscolOnial probl~ms
have oome toholdthe majo~1l1aceonthe agendas of our ri'
annual sessions of the General Assembly. rndeed, they
have domInated our debate$. "

{ia
164. Chapters XI, Xn.u.nd XUI of the Chamrreflect
the serious concern of the foun~rs 8I.Qout co~oni;,aliam

~,-D . 0

o "o••

J

,"'!", je

'after the question of disarmament. It 1L'alses sometof
the ,fundamental issues at stake in the present wo1'ld
andrefleotsall the cleavages, conflicts and stresses'
of our time.

153. I would like, therefore, on behalf of my delegtf­
"tion to express our thanks for the initiative of Chair­
ma~ Khrushchev, in proposing this item: "Declaration
on the granting of independence to colonial countries
and' peoples." The declaration which the General As;;'
sembly 'will adopt will inevitably be onenot~~erelY'
about the matter in hand, but no less about 0 selves
and the future of our Organization. The lncl ~~on in

,our agenda of this item was approved by acclamatil>n
in th~a Assembly . [903rd meetlng]-a fact of great

9sigMficance. Letus~therefore, approve a declaration
, which will abolish colonialism;apd free humanity from

its evils inthe same manner."! ' ,

154. ,My delegation has the honour to be one of the .
co-sponsors ''Of the draft resolution contained in docu..
ment A.!L.323 andAd.d.1-2, entitled "Oeclarationon the
grahting Of independence to "colonial countries and ~
peoples", and I shall now state the views .of my dele­
gation on this question.

155. My delegation approaches this problem with a
great senSe of urgepcy-a senseo£. urgenGY which

'. arises, as we had occasion to point out in the General
Asaembly and in its main committees, from. the ,rapid
and increasing pace of the liberation,movement which
has cswept the two great continent~ of A~\a and Africa,
culminating in regaining independence lor more than
two-thirds of humanity. The eventEi()f the past fifteen,
years, and in particular the year 1960, are' h1stQri'c
events, unparallelec:l in the bistory of mankind. These
events have liberated scores of nations who have suf..
fered, for varying periods, the oppression of the
colonial system and lm.ve~estoredtothemtheirfW1da­
mental human rights and their dignity, proclaimed in
the.Chartei' more th9.n !ifteen years ago.
156. But the atmosphere of these past fifteen years
was, by far, more dynamic than that which existed
iti San Francisco in 1945, and vastly more so than
before the second World War.....anatmosphere impreg....
natedwith ideas, revolutionary ideas, reflecting dig..
satisfaction with colonial rule, economic exploitation
and traditional authority; ideas of thetr.ue ,va~~e of
human rights, the dignity and worth of the hUman
person, the equal rights of men and women and of
nations large and small; ideas of political; economt~;
social and cultural freedom; ideas for more progress
and better stanv-ardsof life in 19:rE~r freedOm.

: f:-:? \:

157. We cannot affo~d to pretend that the!ge Idea~ will
safely wait in 1.\ co~d \'storage while economic, social (I

and educational advancement Jl10ve onat the same slow
. pace' as in the past. We cannot afford to pretend, that
the colonial, peoples,. even in the least developed areas;
will be content, or indeed should be required, to come
upwards to fitness for independence through the s,ame

l,bn
g

, S,IOW' fumbling sta.geBo.f,',e¥,OIUtiOn, th_,r'OUg,h, ~','1'b!a.our own civilizations have passed in, tn.e~~~s of
centuries.'-. . ~ !

'j t' '

158,;, in this atmosphere, filled~wh~).-e~igOfthe
COl,on,i,al peoP~es for th,eir inalien ,ine right,,8.of f,reedom
and independence, one cOlonial~e.pire after ~he other
began to collapse. Yetthey ,nQt aayet totally
disappe~red, as we hOpe theyJ n. The:time ha$ come
When colonialism must be given, ita final d~thn.blow

, once and for all to liberate the morCl than 10~\tn1llion
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peoples can exercise their free choice as to the coun­
tries from which they wiSh to receive assistance in 0

building up', their society. Reoentexpe:riencel1~sgiven
proof of the fact that the,~resenceof a European Power
as, the rUler'ofan Asialror African country is actually
alii obstacl\e to the spreadingofthe c~ture and civiliza­
tion of that European Power" Its presence as the .ruler
acts as an obstacle because, instead ofadmirationand
love and desire to learn, whichperhaps existedbefore,
there iscreat~d an attitnde of resistance on the part
of the governed ~ople, who naturally transfer this
resistance from the political sphere to the sphere of
the mind and spirit. All this shows that the cultural
and civilizing influence" far from being harmed or
~stroyed by the absence of an accompanying poUti..
dal and administrative influence, may actually be
strengtheut3d and encouraged by that abs~.nce.

168. The colonial Powers complain, and at times they
bqast,of the heavy obligations and responsibilities
they have to shoulder fOJ;" the so-calleddevelopment of
the'resources of the colonial countries andthe welfare
of their pQpulations. We have often heard that these
financial responsibilities cause a great' drain on their
treasuries. If this is so, why shouldthey endure such a
heavy burden? Would it not be in the interest of the
colonial Powers to proclaIlll independence in their
respective colonial territories andthus ridthemselves
of eridless headaches?

169. Another reason whythe liquidation ofcolonialism'
is in the interelsts of the colonial Powers themseives
in particular and of Europe in general is that it will
helP. them to trust each other. This can best be illus­
trited from the experience of the i10rthern ~egion:bf!
lny cquntry following the First World War.

170. The post-war settlement adopted by the League
of Nations fOl" the territories of the Ottoman Empire
in.volved the partition of the Arab countries in the
northern part of'the Arabian peninsula between Great
Britain and Franp~c!;, In the period between the two
wars, and until the-- final termination of the French
~andateover Syt;'ia and Lebanon, nothing contributed
so 'much to the creation of suspicion, distrust and
rivalry between the United Kingdo;m and France as did
their proximity as administering Powers in Palestine
on the one hand, and inSyria and Lebanon on the other.
The Frenoh Government believed that the Britishwere
stirring up revolt against their authority inthe Levan­
tin~ States; the British Governmentbelievedthe French
were not adverse to contributing discretely to the dif­
ficulties Which they were encountering in Palestine.
Far be it from me to judge how much truth there was
in these mutual accusations; no one, however, could
~eny' that the':se suspicionaand tensiOns existed. The
le~son which'we may draw from, all this is that nothing
contributes so much to the disruption offriendly rela·
tions between European Powers as their proximity in'
territories outside their own metropolitan areas. His..
tory, recent 'history, tells us· that many of the wars
between the colonial Powers were ,waged by armies
from the colonies and dependent territories. May I
suggest that one of' the blessings of the abolition of
colonialism will be the denial of the manpower of the,
colonies to the colonial Ppwers, and t1)t, as a result,
the waging of war will become more difficult and the
world's chances for peace will thereby be increased.

171. My arguments' so far have been concerned onlJ~

with the strict interests of the colonial Powers. When
we consider the aspect of the problem that should be
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Y This ~tatentent WaS made at the 43rd meeting ~f the Fourth C()m­
Itlfttee, the official reccrdofwhich was publ1shed only in sumrpary form.

in 1945Qat San Francisco. -They devoted three of the
«nineteen Chapters of the ,Charter tcfthe colonialprob~:~
le:m. beee.:use.,they:'acutely l'eqpgnized itsyital implica­
tions, for seclu'ity,andthat real progress towards a
Solution was a~ essential element in any firm fpunda...
tien for peace. They. were also mindful of the fact
that most.of ,the colonial· peoples had, ,in two great
wars, fought and sacrifiGedat the side ofthe countries
that ruled them and had contributed significantly to
their 'Victory. Despite this, the colonial peopleshadno
voice in international councils and little enough in the
ordering of their domestiGaffairs." -

165. It is true that over 800 million people have
,regaine,d their independence, but there are over 100
million~ still struggling to win. their freedom and
1iberty~ As ~ilrly as +947, the late Mr. John Foster
DuUes, with whom we disagreed on a numberof occa­
SiOllS, was bold enough and courageous enough to ask
for the 'liqUidation of the colonial system. Speaki~gon
behalf of the United ,States in the Fourth Committee,
he said the following concerning colonialism:

"The colonial system should be done away with.
It is obsolete, ,and if it ever had justification in the '
pasf it certainly has none in' the future/It has borne
some' ver)7evil frUit, primarily in that it has put ,
people of one 'race to rule over those of another,
whioh' has been very bad for both races. I cannot
find words to,express myselfsufficientlystrongly on
my belief that the,system must'com~-toan end,and
be-Uq;tidated in aprompti~ndorderJt1raY."JJ

}66. 'Th1rteen~yearshaveelapse~sincet;~p'-8st~tement
was made and yet this evil, the most sinister of evilS,
refuses to die Q~ its own will,andit is up to us now to
effect its demise. But to do so, all the colonial Powers
must bow to the will of pUblic opinion and provide us
with the necessary means. The colonial Powers have
all contended that tbepurposeof tljeir remaining in
other peoples' lands is to spread their language and
culture to tne peoples ofthese colonies and, in general,
to entl1;lle -them to carry out a "civilizing mission".
Let me tell 'them.here and now:~t they are wrong. ~n
the first place, the former colonial people~ andthose
".{110 are still not in.dependent havs'their own cultures,
their own ciVilizations, their own traditions, their own
languages andthe!r own ,cu~toms.They are not only
p:roud of their heritage, but ~hey want to maintalri it.
They are determined to" preserve it and" to develop
it in their, own way. In the seCOnd place, these activi­
ties" can be carried out just as well,,' if not better, if
the colonialists ~ake an'exit, and a quick exit now.

167• The rulers of the colonies9ften declare publicly
thfil.t the people -of the colonies loY~ them~ If this is­
tbi~ca.se,that the subject'peoples lOve them and wish
to, benefit froD;1,their'culture and civilbation, surely,
if in~pendence is granted. nothing will prevent the
fo:rmer' rulers from carryingontheir sq-calledciviliz­
ing work.. Their" scJ;lools will remain open, provided
they' operate wlthin'''the"national laws Clf the, country;
their settlers and traders Will oarry on their busi...
ness-not as exploiters but as equalS; and, instead of
the ,,' former r~!~tionship of governor and governed,
there will develop a new relationship of partnership,
equal partnership. All this .. Will be particularly true if,_
as we hope, all territories which have not as yet
achieved independence become independent and the

-------
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foremost in our minds-the liberty and freedom ofthese
territories in accordance with their wishes andinter­
ests-any doubts that might linger as to the necessity
of immediate independence vanish altogether. Im­
mediate independence, without any conditions or reser­
vations, in accordance with the freely expressed will
and desire of the people and without any distinction
as to race, creed or colour, must be proclaimed with­
out delay. This is the irrevocable decision which we
must take with courage, boldness and determination.
If we sincerely believe that the wishes of the people
who are struggling for liberty are of paramount im­
portance-and no one can deny this-then the adoption
of a declaration to this effect becomes imperative.
172. We are familiar, for example, with the argument
that such and such a territory is not ready for inde­
pendence. When the ottoman Empire was defeated in
the First World War, the territories detached from
it were subjected to varying treatment: while on the
one hand the least prosperous were left independent,
the more developed were placed under the Mandates
System. The actual state of the territories in question
was not the main criterion; the deciding factors were
the rivalries of the great Powers and their inability
to agree among themselves.

173. If any colonial Power should venture to say-and I
hope none will-that some colonial territories are not
prepared to assume independence, then we must treat
with the greatest suspicion the assertion advanced by
that Power. No serious argument can be advanced to
support such an assertion; and if it is made, we are
confident that no representative will accept it. In the
past we have been told that some colonial territories
are too poor to assume the great responsibilities of
independence. If the existence of an unbalancedbudget
were an adequate argument for denying a country its
independence, I am afraid we should see many empty
seats in this great hall. There are many Governments
represented here which do not balance their budgets
every year, which receive support from outside sour­
ces, which make loans or just jog along with a perpetual
deficit. Only the malicious-minded could suggest that
these countries do not deserve independence. There­
fore, that argument falls to pieces also because, if the
colonial Powers leave these territories, they will, I
am sure, take care of themselves and, in co-operation
with friendly States and the United Nations family,
they will be able to recover their former prosperity
once the colonial Powers cease exploitingtheir riches
and natural resources. Financial and technical assist­
ance could be given without denyingthemindependence.

174. Certain oolonial Powers are still clinging to
the outmoded, discarded, and W1justified claim that
certain territories are considered as parts of their
metropolitan areas .

175. Those who are versed in the social and human
elements colouring and characterizing these terri­
tories cannot deny that these territories have far
more in common with the people of their sister States
in Africa and Asia than with the so-called metropolitan
countries. The relationship between these people and
the independent people of Africa and Asia has been
forged over long centuries of free association and
common heritage, while the relationship of the colonial
people to the colonial rulers is basically one that is
predicated on force. The legal framework linking these
territories to the colonialists is one of those anomalies
of history that are held and sustained by the imbalance
of power.

176. Herein lies a fundamental problem, and in this
fact resides the basic cause of the present situation.
Whether we take a geographical, historical or cultural
approach, these territories cannot be considered as
European in character, and I submit that no juridical
situation, however valid, can ignore or supersede these
basic elements in the formation of the human society.
No law is immutable, and, for law to survive, it must
ever respond to the dynamic existence of those socie­
ties whose evolution it purports to regulate. In the
course of centuries of colonial domination these
Powers have failed to engender in the conscience of
the oppressed people anything of a durable value, and
the relationship unfortunately continues to reflect a
wide human gap bridged only by force. otherwise how
could we explain the violent upsurge of nationalism
in these non-independent territories, this longyearning
for independence from the colonial rulers, this turmoil
of revolution and suppression in those cOW1tries? This
is a fact which we must face, and face now. No legal
niceties can suffice to explain the situation. It is un­
deniably a situation that calls for our concern as an
international Organization, and the colonial Powers
cannot claim in this respect any exclusive domestic
jurisdiction. This aspect of the problem has been
dealt with during this and past debates, and I need not
take the time of the Assembly to dwell on it in detail.

177. Some of my colleagues have already exposed the
myth that certain territories are integral parts of the
metropolitan cOW1tries. It is therefore idle for the
metropolitan Powers and those who support their thesis
to claim that the questions pertaining to the so-called
"overseas territories" are essentially within the
domestic jurisdiction of the metropolitan Powers.
These territories have nothing more than a colonial
stfl.tus and must therefore be liberated without delay.
178. I should like to stress one other point, and that
is the preservation of the unity andterritorial integrity
of the colonial countries. I mention the necessity for
unity and territorial integrity because of the wlfor­
tunate experience of recent years and of recent events.
My delegation attaches fUll importance to these two
considerations. We believe that the question of terri­
torial integrity and unity cannot be divorced from the
question of independence.

179. A colonial Power has on one occasion divided
a small land into five independent States. In North
Africa, Morocco was amputated from an integral part
of its territory-Mauritania. Colonialism is also
threatening the W1ity and territorial integrity of the
Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville). One cannot for­
get the situation in Malta, where unfortunately the
aspirations of the people are not receiving due respect
by the Government of the United Kingdom.

180. In Palestine a division, drastic and disastrous,
was the final outcome of the Mandatory r~gime. The
colonialists have conspired against a whole nation. A
nation was uprooted wholeSale from its motherland
and given away to others. In this connexion may I be
permitted to quote what President Gamal Abdel Nasser
said on 27 September 1960, before this august body:

"Imperialism has its own logjc. The logic of
imperialism, as manifested in its crime against the
people of Palestine, has been to break the geograph­
ical unity of the Arab world, on the one hand, and,
on the other, to create for itself in the very heart
of the Arab world a base from whioh to threaten the
Arab peoples. 1 believe no stronger proof of this
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"Urges the' colonial Powers to fix dates in con­

formity with the will of the people for the 'immediate
attainment of independence by all non-independent
countries••• ".

"Considering further that the present awakening
of the people of Mrica and the independence move­
mentscan no longer be contained, without the risk of
seriously compromising relations between the dif­
ferent nations,

"Believing that th~ restoI'ation ofthe natural rights
and human dignity ~o the Africans in those parts of
Africa at present under foreign subjugation, as well
as the peaceful enjoyment oftheir hard-won freedom
by ..the peoples of the Independent African States,
could only be achievedthrough the complete eradica..
tion of colonial rule from ourcontlnent,

• () bo'
.J"7';):;. t,f

188. Meeting in Addis Ababa in June 1960, tbeSeconl
Conference' of Independent African States reaffirm(;u
the deelaration of Bandungandthe resolutions ofAccra
and Monrovia and stated:

manifestations .is an evil. which should spet:idily be
brought to an end. It affirmed: U

"that the subjection of peoples to alien subjuga­
tion, domination and exploitation constitutes a detrlal
of fundamental human right$, is contraryto the Char':'

.ter of the United Nations :\lnd is an impediment to
the promotion of vlorldpeace and co-operation."

It declared "its support of the cause Qf freedom and
independence.,for all such peoples", and called "Upon
the Powers concerned to grant freedom and independ­
ence to such peoples"•.

187. The Indepen~h(;Mrican States, meeting in Accra
in 1958, gave add(,~d support to the declaration adopted
in Bandung. The African' states were convinced that:

"a definite date should be set for the attainment
of independence by each of the colonial territories
in accordance with the will ofthe people of the terri­

. tories and the provisions ofthe Charter ofthe United
Nations."

189. In conclusion, complete, unconditional, and im­
mediate liquidation of colonialism in all its manifesta­
tions must be our irreducible decision. Never will its
unjust nature, its horrors, its crimes be sufficiently
denounced. Colonialism has never given liberty to its
victims as a gift. Histol'y is fullofthe heroic struggle
of thos~ who wrested their freedom from their op·
pressors.

190. The era of colonization is over. This year, rightly
called the African year, has seen sixteen sister States
make their entry into the family of nations. This
historical phenomenon of decolonization and of the
achievement ofan authentic national life is irresistible.

191. We must therefore give our fullest support to
the cause of freedom and independence for all colonial
people. Let the parties concerned begin immediate
negotiations to transfer full sovereignty and authority
to the rightful people without delay andlet us welcome
'~hem in this world Organization as we have welcomed
others during the past fifteen years.

192•. It Js in the pursuance of these aiJns that the
draft resolution, which we have the honour to co-
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could be giiven than the' conspiracy which led to the
tripartit~/aggresSion against lis in ~956~~[873rd
meeting'!ipara.· 131.] .

This new fotm of colOnialism called' Zionism must
also be eradicated.

181. An9tbJar attempt ,at destrt)ying unity is under way
in Algeria. A colonial war has been wagedfor over six
years. The colonial Power, in this case France, with
military assistance from its allies, is using the.··:r:nost
inhuman war weapons against the brave and heroic

.people of Algeria to perpetuate the subjugation of ten
million Arabs. These Algerian brotr~rs and sisters,
who have suffered more than any pec~le in the cause
of~'regaining their freedom and liberty, are fighting
selflessly to that end. As President Nasser said:
, "It is really deplorable that Jhe French Govern­
ment persisted in setting up concentrationcamps and
resorted to all sorts of brutal torture against the
free men and women of the Algerian people, in a
manner which aroused the human conscience all over
the world, including France itself." [Ibid., para. 144.]

182. The valiant people of Algeria have lost hundreds
of thousands of martyrs, their towns andvillages were
destroyed, over two million innocent civilians live in
concentration camps, and hundreds of them die every
day, so that their lioerty may be restored, So far
France has refused to settle this bloOdy war and now
is threatening the territorial integrity and unity of
Algeria. How much longer can we tolerate this shame­
ful colonial aggression?' How much longer can the
:human conscience endure such a degradation of the
1'lUItian person? it is time that we declare solemnly
the "end of colonialism inthis dearAlgeria, and France
ahOutd be the first to affix, its sign!l1ture.

183. In this connexion I would like to quote President
qamal Abde~ Nasser9 who, speaking in the general
cl/abate on 27 September 1960, said:

"Today the United Nations shouldperformits duty.
I do not ~link that we would be exaggerating in our
demand~\ we now pressed for the right of the Al­
gerian people to self-determination based on a
plebiscite carried out under the supervision andpro­
tection of the United Nations." [873rd meeting,
para. 147.]

184. Colonialism does not stop in Palestine and Al­
geria. It is there in oman, in SOuthern Arabia and in
the so...called protectorates and many parts of Africa.
It is in Nyasaland, Angola, Mozambique, Rhodesia,
Ruanda-Urundi\> South West Africa, Tanganyika, Ugan­
da, West Irian, Portuguese Guinea, and elseWhere. It
is attempting to go back from where it was ejected•.
It,must die and we must be certein that it ie" a genuine
and final death.

185. The mightyforces ofAsia andAfrica have arisen.
The two giant continents are awake" The misery of the
colonial rule has notyet v~nishedfrO!ntheir memories.
Their strong sympathies are with their brothers and
sisters who are still living in bondage and servitude.
They are impatient with the remnants of colonialism
and they want tCI give nt. its death blO~. Their voice
is on the side of truth, and truth Is freedom, and·
freedom is the road to peace.

186. 'I'he struggle against c.olonialism reached a
dra.matic climax. at the Asian-Afr-ican Conference in.
Bandung in April 1955. Am,ongother historic dacisions,
the' Conference decl~.t'ed that colonialism in all its
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sponsor [A!L.323 and Add.1-2], has been submitted 193. I reserve the right of my delegationto intervene
to the ABsembly. There Is no ,essential difference 'again later in the debate on the draft resolution, and
between the draft declaration which it t:}ontains andthe I hope the President will be Idnd enough to give me
declaration which has been submitted by the Soviet the floor at the appropriate time. '
Union [A!4502 and Corr.l]. Both documents have but

Q one objective, that is, the immediate eradication of
colonialism. The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.
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