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Address by Mr. Giovanni Leone,
President of the Italian Republic

1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
On behalf of the General Assembly I have the honour
to welcome to’'the United Nations His Excellency
Mr. Giovanni Leone, the President of the Italian
Republic, and to invite him to address the General
Assembly.

2. Mr. LEONE (President of the Italian Republnc) >
First of all I should like to express my profound
satisfaction at the opportunity that has been given
to me to address my greetings te this Assembly which

is being guided by such an eminent personality as

yourself, Mr. President, the illustricus representative
of a country which has always shown a profouind
faith in United Nations ideals and with which Italy
maintains cordial and friendly relations. I would
also like to thank you for your welcome. I consider
it a great privilege to be able to convey the greetings
and good wishes of my country to this Organiza-
tion on which the interests of the world are fixed.
Towards you and towards the United Nations are
directed the expectations, the anxieties, the aspira-
tions, the torments and the delusions of all the peo-
ple of the world. Towards you are directed above
all the hopes of our young people and 1 ask you to
allow me to speak for them because I have spent
40 years teaching in Italian universities. These young
people who are looking towards you are students,
workers and indeed young people of every class,
who often feel themselves cut off, deprived and
stripped of every ideal and are amuously seeking
new expectations and new ideals. This is certainly
the highest ideal that can be offered to the youth
of the world: the organization of all the countries
of the world brought together to strive for peace,

* Mr. Leone spoke in Italian. The English version of his state-
ment was supplicd by the delegatlon
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to settle disputes and to lay the foundation for a more
equitable distribution of wealth and for greater jus-
tice among peoples. I-believe that the renewal of
these ideals of the United Nations will be useful for
all communities but especially for those of young
people. I would venture to point out that the United
Nations embodies two aspects of an ideal and cul-
tural tradition of my country: firstly, the sense of
nationality or the respect for the sovereignty of coun-
tries based on their own national characteristics
—a fundamental principle established by the great
Italian jurist- Pasquale Stanislao Mancini—and sec-
ondly, the sense of mtematlonallsm, of a meeting
of countries in a vast community, in a great Organ-
ization.

3. To recount to you the history of the results
achieved in almost 30 years of the activity of the
United Nations seems to me not oaly superfluous
but disrespectful. It is a history that we must de-
scribe realistically and courageously to the, peoples
of the world and we must inform them not only of the
successes but also of our bitter thoughts at the delays
and failures that have occurred.. .But certainly one
result has been achieved: the spectre of a new world
wragedy has been gradually . disappearing from the
world. ‘We do not dlsregard the contribution, deci-
sive at times, made in this respect by many bilateral
and multilateral sources. However, even in the case
of events which have been concluded or developed
outside the United Nations, allow me to say, in a
tribute to your work, that these. events are the fruit
of the spirit of the United Nations and often are also
the fruit of its meetings and of the opportunities for
understanding, agreement, dialogue and discussion
which the United Nations provides for represen-
tatives of all the countries of the world.

4.  One important problem which is in the forefront
of your preoccupations is.disarmament. Here I would
iike to recall what the Italian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Moro, stated in this Hall when he outlined the
strategy for peace. This strategy for peace requires
patlence, reflection, sacrifice and above all the de-

termination never to relax our efforts. The world

has become too small for its secunty to be confined
to certain reglons Hence it is both necessary and
useful to maintain close relations between countries
for the solution of these problems. It is truly bewil-
dering and frightening that in -this century, partic-
ularly in recent years, we see, in contrast to the pro-
digious developments of science and technology,
the re-emergence of attempts to use fear, wolence,
cruelty, inhumanity and terrorism.

5. But if certain initial results have been achleved
in the efforts to avert the danger of a world tragedy,
we must at the same time look upon other events,
bemg aware that cur efforts have been unsuccessfi:!
at times. lf we thmk of the Mnddle East problem,
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the Cyprus.crisis and the conflicts that persist in

South-East Asia, it becomes increasingly necessary

for all Members of the United Nations to act effec-
tively in the search for solutions to these political
problems, which are serious also because of the -

human losses they involve.

6. As I think of the basic role of the United Nations
in the maintenance of peace, I feel I should tuin my
thoughts with reverence and emotion to all those,
including many Italians, who have sacrificed their
lives in carrying out the assignments glven them by
the United Nations. They are true citizens of the
world because they have placed themselves in the
service of a universal ideal and they are the true
expression of that collective conscience .of mankind
which turns towards you. and  brings before you its
anguished demands.

7. 1 have added fanth in the validity of the Umted
Nations as I observe it: growing response to the
need for discussions, studies and regulations which
continually ‘emerge at a time of such rapid change.
1 refer in particular to the need to achieve economic
and social progress.

8. Representatives in this Assembly and in the
organizations of the United Nations firmly are be-
coming increasingly convinced that they must make
a massive and creative effort to establish a new and
more just order to meet the -economic and social
needs of the world’s peoples. To this end, 1 would
like to recaii the most recent initiatives taken in the
search for solutions to the problems ‘of raw materials
and development, the economic rights and duties
of States, the utilization "of the world's resources
and the problem of -food and ‘world hunger. ‘Quite
recently, the Seéretary-General, Mr. Waldheim,
spoke out as the legitimate and effective mterpreter
of these urgent and often dramatic needs, inviting
the nations of the world to make a moré generous
contribution. And having mentioned the name of
Mr. Waldheim, 1 would like to pay him a specnal
tribute of homage and sympathy. The field of ac-
tion which opens up before us is immense; this
constitutes a veritable challenge for our time.

9. "1 must also stress what your- Organization has
achieved in order to secure the universal recogni-
tion of basic human rights and of the liberation of
peoples. Among the most important results attained
we must mention the self-determination and eman-
cipation of peoples, which has proved, as the United
Nations had already proclaimed, not tc favour one
country or to be against ancther country, but to serve
mankind as a whole, the advancement of peoples,
the free dovelopment of the individual, the recogni-
tion of national sovereignty, and the exaltation of the
mdependence and freedom of the human spmt

10. All this gives us comfort and hope And credit
must be given to all those connected with the United
Nations, beginning with the Secretary-General to
whom I have just paid a mbute

11. Italy has always made an active, mtense. en-
thusnastnc and responsible contribution to the activ-
ities of the United Nations. Allow me to recall with
pride the period in which the presidency of the Gen-
eral Assembly was held by one of the most eminent
Italian politicians, Mr. Fanfani [twentieth session].

This contribution has always given us an opportumty'
to*continue, advance and strengthen that interna-

“itionalism that I mentioned at the beginning of this

-'brief address to the United Nations. The Italian
Constitution, in whose elaboration I took part- as
a member of the Italian Assembly which adopted
it, has established two basic principles: the repudia-
tion of war as an instrument of solving disputes be-
tween peoples and the possibility of limiting national
sovereigaty as a direct means of eliminating conflicts
and, above all, of bringing peoples together in the
search for peace.

12. In following this tradition, which is also a tradi-
tion of thought and of the cukture of the country which
1 have the honour of representing here, I pledge the
unremitting and active participation of Italy in the
work and progress of the United Nations and I express
the hope that you, Mr. President, the United Nations
and this Assembly will be able to work with ever-
increasing enthusiasm and constructive action in the
interest of peace and fraternity among peoples.

13. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
On behalf of the General Assembly I wish to thank
His Excellency the President of the Italian Republiic
for the important statement he has just made.

Mr. Siclait (Haiti), Vice-President, tock the Chair.

AGENDA ITEM 9
General debate (continued)

14. Mr. GOMEZ BERGES (Dominican Republic)
(interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President. be-
fore beginning my statement on behalf of the deiega-
tion of the Dominican Republic I should like to express
in this General Assembly the great sorrow which
overwhelms the Government and 'people - of the
Dominican Republic at the tragedy which our sister
Republic of Honduras is living through. Honduras
which; in this period of its history, is making extraor-
dinary efforts to achieve progress on-the road to-
wards development, at this time suddenly has to face
the violent forces of destiny. There has been prac-
tically tota! destruction as though an apocalyptic
hand wanted to plunge it into despair. But that is
why we are all here, the sister republics of Honduras,
meetmg in this international forum so that we may
here raise our voices ‘and help in an effective manner
the families which are at this time living through
terrible anxiety. We express our solidarity with and
condolences to Honduras.

15. The Dominican Republic, which takes pride
in being one of the founding Members of the United
Nations, has always paid its tribute of faith to the
principles of the Organization, which have opened
up new horizons for an international legal order,
the structure of whirc# %as since its establishment re-
sisted the onslaughts on the circumstances of life
of peoples, is pleased to extend to the President of
the General Assembly, Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika,
our most cordial good wishes on his election, through
the unanimous will of the countries represented
here, to allow him to preside over this session and
to guide us with his well-known experience and
wisdom in the tasks which await us.
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16. We know very well that, as well as having
eminent qualifications, he is a patriot determined
to bring about the progress of Algeria so as to main-
tain in the forefront the prestige which it enjoys as
a country which loves péace and independence, which
has outstanding virtues and is concerned to see that
the ideals and principles of the Charter will also
contribute  to the rule of peace and brotherhood
among all peoples. Thus, our delegation is aware
that your enlightened mind will assist us to find
during this session the most correct solutions to the
problems that we shall be dealing with under our
agenda, and thus to fulfil the objectives laid down
in San Francisco when the United Nations came
into being.

17. Mr. President, we are certain that you too
represent the continuity of that humanistic and uni-
versalist philosophy which has been represented
here so brilliantly by Mr. Leopoldo Benites, an
illustrious son of Ecuador, a man whose impact is
already continental and universal.

18. In the course of the year that has elapsed be-
tween the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth sessions
of the General Assembly, there have been negative
international events which we have had to deplore
and which have had repercussions on our Organiza-
tion, the guiding genius in which the peoples that
created it entrusted their major objectives for peace
and universal solidarity.

19. Yet it is those very events which put to the
test the principles of the Charter and the complicated
mechanisms available for the attainment of the funda-
mental objectives. For that reason we must rec-
ognize that we must also be convinced that there
have been positive events on which the task of the
United Nations is nourished.

20. We must have the hope that the sanctity of
nature which is approaching is the foundation of a
new beginning, of a new historv. Our motto from
now on should be; we shall all work. Nothmg could
give us more encouragement than these wise words
of the immortal North American poet Walt Whitman:
“‘If you don’t find me at once, don’t be discouraged;
if I am not there, look for me elsewhere. I am waiting
for you. Somewhere 1 am waiting for you.”’

21. Ail our peoples are convinced that since the
State came into being as a legal concept propelled
by the history of civilization up to the present time

and since the beginnings of the concept of law, which

in America goes back to the ‘‘Sunday before Christ-
mas in 1511 when in Santo Domingo the Dominican
Antonio de Montesinos delivered a sermon in a
church with a cane roof’, a revolutionary sermon
which he himself called ‘‘a voice crying out in the
wilderness’’ and which the immortal Dominican
humanist Pedro Henriquez Ureiia later called ‘“‘one
of the great events of our spiritual history’’, these
concepts have constituted the most astomshmg inven-
tion which the mind of man could have created to
“ensure the survival of the human species despite
all the destructive forces-which very often have
threatened to eradicate the little world we live in.

22. The certainty that we gam from these facts
which history and philosophy teach us should be for
us and for all the peoples represented in this Organ-

ization the supreme factor whlch encourages us
even more to become stronger, to recognize that,
while it is true that very often some events have
aroused inevitable and convenient criticism and others’
have been viewed as signs of a weakening in the
attainment of our fundamental objectives, it is no less
true that in every case the pnnuples have become
stronger.

23. No one can deny that in this century of the
atom the horror of war could lead to the destruc-
tion of the planet. Cur Organization, far from re-
maining static—although some of its principles have
been violated in circumstances which have led some
to believe in a crisis of the law—has proved, as has
been said, that: “Development of relations among
States in the world of today could not be conceived
of without a universal organization of the scope of
the United Nations. If the Umted Nations dld not
exist, we would have to invent it.’

24. Because of changes in polmcal thinking in a
period in hlstory in which our civilization is going
through a transition which was already forecast by
perhaps unexpected developments and which will
change the face of the world, in past years we have
expressed similar concepts in response to the quest
for constructive solutions; among these we might men-
tion the system of international security and defence.

'25. The fact that we are witnessing quick changes

in ideas which require profound revisions in the
systems of law:among States, and accordingly in the
Charter, has been recognized lately, with great vigour
and decisiveness, in the Latin American region.

26. Hence, the Organization of American States
[OAS] in carrying out in-depth studies which have
led to drafts for fundamental reforms of the con-
stituent instrument, which will be submitted to the
fifth General Assembly to be held in April 1975 and
to be preceded by the C‘onsultative'Meeting of Min-
isters of Foreign Affairs, to be held in Quito next

November. That must be the point of departure for
the revitalization and reorganization of the OAS,
so that it may continue to serve as an effective in-
strument for the aspirations te peace, development

‘and mtegratlon of the peoples of our continent. This

means that in this forum too we have felt the vigorous
onslaught of changes in structure which, although
they have been correct and effective for a long time,
have now been powerfully affected by the new facts
of the international procedures, thus confirming the
postulate that prmcxples are nothing more than an
emanation of necessity. ,

27. The Latin American reglon can be proud at thns
time that it is testing with useful results—at least
so far—an effective instrument which inevitably will
be called upon to be more general in international
relatu)ns Tam refemng to the new dlalogue

'28. :We would like to refer logically to the dialogue

that started in Bogota within the broadest frame-
work of brotherhood and equality where, with great
clarity and sincere frankness, the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of Latin America decided to hold talks with
the Secretary of State of the United States of Amer-
ica, Mr. Henry Kissinger, so'as to seek by joint agree-
ment—all Latin America united, together with the
United States—the solution of the most immediate
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problems of the countries south of the River Bravo.
This new dialogue was continued in Tlatelolco, in
the beautiful capital of Mexico, and later in Wash-
ington.

29. We can point with satisfaction to the spirit of
Tlatelolco, as we have called this new dawn of a
meeting of minds among Latin American countries,
without claiming to lay down standards for other
regions of the world, since other problems, such as
those which affect other areas in Europe and Asia,
may find in a similar policy legal, practical and hon-
ourable solutions such as permanent peace in the
Middle East and a solution of the Cyprus case, to
“mention only two striking examples.

30. With regard to the Third Werld, it is no bold
statement to affirm that one of the causes which
regrettably affect respect for human rights, without
involving in it the blind crudity of political passions,
is forceful measures and the great dissatisfactions
aroused by the underdevelopment of peoples, and
this is cruder and rougher when it reflects unemploy-
ment and poverty which bring about a confronta-
tion between the scant resources available to satisfy
these needs and the lmpossxblhty of making those
resources sufficient.

31. Thus we cannot fail to support, as we have
supported in the past, in this General Assembly the
need which cannot be postponed to give priority
to the claims of the countries of the Third World.
Even though it cannot be denied .that progress has
been made in that direction, we must frankly admit
that in fact there exists no effective dynamic action
for a frontal approach to the problem created by
underdevelopment in more than 100 areas of the
world in so far as the jurisdiction of the United Na-
tions extends. We therefore advocate the applica-
tion in this field of the postulate whereby the devel-
oped countries of the world have contracted a natural
obligation to contribute so thut the countries of the
Third World may more speedily attain development.

32. That is the policy drawn by the Charter of
Algiers,! where the matter was considered in its
full, tragic consequences with the recognition, there-
fore, that it is an undeniable truth that the world of
today gyrates around the economy, which is the

axis which centralizes all constructive forces, on

which depend the inevitable and changmg social
developments of peoples, which are so personally
linked to the economic developments that there is
not a single activity of social gathering or of man
himself, individually, which does not depend on the
economic tides which show the altematrves to our
present civilization.

33. With regard to international progress, on the
other hand, there are perspectives within the present
international situation which lead to the recognition
that there is a substantial advance towards pro-
gressively normalizing situations which have been of
concern to States and ‘peoples and which have pre-
- vented agreements which would facilitate and reduce
to a minimum the causes that bring about a departure
from the line of conduct drawn for permanent peace
by the United Natlons, wnthm rts legal order for all

peoples.

‘34, It is encouraging to"'e"‘oﬁtemplate that some

obstacles that had seemed to be insuperable have
been removed from the road so as to bring about
the essential reconciliation required by the concept
of universality, .which should govern an organiza-
tion such as ours which already has welcomed more
than 138 sovereign and independent States and will
receive into the world family more States in com-
pliance with the principles of the. self-determination
of peoples and the total decolonization of the world,
an event in relation to which all peoples can legiti-
mately consider themselves to be brothers.

35. Because of the effectWeness which we attach
to dialogue, in an atmosphere of friendship and
equality and constructive frankness, as a method
which should be attempted more frequently in the
new diplomacy, we have removed certain clouds
which shadowed the prospect of a better under-
standing between the United States of America and
the Soviet Union, as well as with the People’s
Republic of Chkina.

36. We do not believe that it is going too far to
affirm that this has been ihe result of the fact that
confrontation has been followed by a new and sound
criterion of negotiation following the best course for
men and nations, so that sooner or later all the rough
edges which bar the way to international harmony
may be made smooth.

37. Concerning the Law of the Sea, two years agc
our country had the privilege to be the host for the
1972 Specialized Conference of the Caribbean Coun-
tries on Problems of the Sea. As the result of the
deliberations of that important gathering, which
was attended by all the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of all the countries cf Central America and the Carib-
bean, a new instrument was drafted, called the Dec-
laration of Santo Domingo.?

38. The agenda covered many lmportant aspects on
that subject, among which we considered the ‘terri-
torial sea and the exploitation and conservation

- of marine species, as well as the régime for the sea-bed,

within our joint geographical circumscription, and

- we also dealt with concrete aspects of pollution as

the merciless enemy of marine fertility.

39. On that memorable occasion, the idea of the
patrimonial sea was stated, the idea of exclusive
exploitation not to extend more than 200 miles starting
from the base lines.

40. The results obtained were undeniably positive
in effect, and they have had fruitful‘ repercussions
at the second session of the Third Urnited Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, held at Caracas
in 1974, on the fascinating subject of the wealth of
the sea and its subsoil as a promising way ‘out for
the problem raised by shortages of food and of over-
population, the projections of which are alarmmg

: everywhere in the world.
7 41. Tt was a fortunate coincidence that the Spe-

cialized Conference, held in Santo Domingo in 1954,
on the territorial sea, the continental shelf and exploi-
tation of the wealth of the sea and related matters,
suggested as a conflictive contribution the concept

of exploitation, which was an advance over the doc-
trinaire  formulations regarding horizontality and

verticality as modules within which the rights of the
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, coastal countries adopted‘ in 1954 in the Geneva
Conventions should be regulated.

42. The Dominican Republic therefore has for
decades been co-operating for the development and
adoption of a new legal ‘régime for the sea. It was
with these convictions that we were present at Car-
acas, and while the Conference there did not arrive
at a draft convention on this important subject, which
involves the interests of all countries equally, it is
no less true that it will make it possible to arrive at
final formulations on the points on which no agree-
ment was reached at Caracas, particularly in respect
of the criterion of the Dominican Republic that major
industrial installations on narrow straits must be the
subject of negotiations so as to contribute to the
prevention of any kind of nollution.

43. . Concerning new States, when we consider
the perspective offered by the continuous growth
of the United Nations, we must rejoice at the fact
that the prophecy that we would arrive at the univer-
sality desired by its founders, made when it took
its first steps in an uncertain world, has been fulfilled.

44. We also recognize that this decision on the
part of the new Siates to become Members of the
Orgamzatlon shortly after achieving mdependence
is an unequivocal s1gn that the Organization is moving
forward and that its instruments are effective for
the attainment of its objectives, despite changes
which occur internally in States and internationally.

45. With these convictions, our delegation is pleased
and honoured to welcome Bangladesh, Guinea-
Bissau and Grenada. We are certain that, as they
were able to win independence, so they will be able
to share the common responsibilities of all States
Members of the United Nations.

46. 1 turn now to Panama. It is of-,“great benefit to

America that, after the meetings of the Security-

Council held in the city of Panama, where all the
Latin American countries supported the position of
Panama in its claims for a revision of the Canal Treaty,
and after the visit and the dialogue with Mr. Henry
i Kissinger, negotiations have been started in a spirit_
of friendship, mutual equality and respect. This is
a step forward towards the changes. proclaimed in
the last international meetings in the Latin American
' region. .

47. America has started what we have called the
new dialogue, which we are taking advantage of
only to implement, through a practical, coherent
and harmonious system and in accordance with the
| most deeply felt needs. of Latin America, the plans
and pro_lects which we need to face the reallty of our
own situations.

48. To speak now of a pOllcy for accelerated eco-
nomic development: at this very hour the countries
of the world are meeting in the highest of the inter-
national forums and come here loaded with beautiful
illusions and with a series of beautiful formulas backed
by arguments which are profoundly convincing but
often difficult to translate into reality, and require
that at this time we frankly and honestly put a stop
to the uncontrolled outpouring of projects, plans

and programmes, many of which- have fanled to pro- :

- vide the expected resuits.

49, We are going to make a sincere suggestion to
the countries that are gathered here, - particularly
to the countries of Latin America. Basically we sug-

gest that we should seek a mechanism or the mecha-

nisms necessary for the true, ultlmate development
of our peoples.

50. In these times much is sa1d about the popula-
tion explosion, which has given rise to great discus-
sions and important meetings, such as the World

- Population Conference held at Bucharest from 19 to

30 August 1974. FAO met in Panama not long ago
to speak about the need to increase agricultural pro-
duction. In Yugoslavia, from 16 to 22 of this month,
the second round-table was held on agro-industry.
Much is said of the need to obtain investments for
the principal industries and, above all, much is said
about the energy crisis and about inflation as one
of the problems which have absorbed all mankind
in recent times.

51. We cannot deny that the apparently ‘dispio-
portionate rise in prlces brought about by the petro-
leum-producmg countries lies at the root of the dis-
concerting runaway inflation which -shakes to its
very foundations the culture of super-consumption
and the relative prospeuty maintained up tc now.
The drama of the situation is clear when we compare
the prices of some commodities: a metric ton of corn
in 1972 cost. $51; in January 1974 it rose to $122. The
price of wheat which, in large measure, is a world
food staple, rose from $60 per metric ton in 1972 to
$214 in January 1974. Rice, whnch is one of the prod-
ucts of highest consumption in the underdeveloped
countries, rose alarmmgly from $131° per metric ton in
January 1972 to $538 in January of this year.

52. The ominous consequences of this dramatlc
economic process have had the most catastrophnc
and desperate impact on the poorest countries, where
hunger and malnutrition have kiiled millions and
millions of human bemgs and will do vast harm to
future generatrons, since the infant mortallty rate
of the poor countries:#ttained its highest point during
the year 1973, which surely history will baptize the
year of malnutntron and human wretchedness.

53. Despite these facts, we reallze that the. process
seems to be irreversible. That is why we .are con-
vinced, and we wish to make this known to this As-
sembly, that the means of solving our problems is

‘the rational and intensive exploitation of our soil and
- at the same time the industrialization of its prod-

ucts, our goal being to attain maximum productivity.

54. This policy will of necessity lead us to use the
most modern agricultural tools and equipment. and
the most advanced technical methods in the adminis-
tration of production, industrialization and marketing

~ programmes for agrarian products and, together with

agrarian reform, .would complement the lntegral
development of Latin America. » :

55. It is necessary to mcorporate mto our devel-

opment plans the concept of agro-mdustry, which
calls for industries to be established where agncul-
ture is being practised, so as to bring to our agri-

cultural »peoples ‘not only the possibility of taking
part in enterprises which would ensure them a fixed
income, social security, bonuses, old-age pensions,
and so on, but also an opportumty to educate their

e



244 General Assembly-~Twenty-ninth Session—Plenary Meetings

children, to change their habits and to raise their
standard of living, which bears no comparison with
the standard of living of the urban workers, who
enjoy high salaries and relatlve equality of oppor-
tunity.

56. This policy is different from the policy of import
substitution, which leads to an industry without a
capacity for innovation and is always underdevel-
oped. It obliges economic integration to start with
micro-economic units forming part of a harmonious
scheme, until they can be moulded into a single body
able to generate the necessary energy to satisfy every
need with the greatest possible social justice. It
would furthermore be a rational method of halting
the great migration of people from the rural areas to
the urban centres, attracted by the illusion of a non-
existent industrial development.

57. It has been said that an integrated agro-industry
is a modern enterprise aiming to industrialize one
of the most ancient and most important activities
of mankind. Hence it is not new; it is the clear and
objective definition of its goals that is new, as is
also the certainty that it constitutes an effective and
fundamental mechanism for a genuine solution to our
problems.

58. The world is today facing one of the gravest
crises ever recorded in the history of mankind, and
that is the disproportion between food production
and world population growth. There are even large
areas of the world where agricultural production
has decreased substantially in the past years.

59. The essential reason for this almost general
deficit in agricultural production is. fundamentally
based on the lack of a clear policy which would meti-
vate man and lead him to work his soil in the social
conditions required by the world today, such as the
technology, the training and administration, the
financing and marketing, so that the optimum yield
may be obtamed from the sonl

60. It is no accident that cane sugar was, has been
and will continue to be one of the main substances
of the economic process of the Dominican Repub-
lic, and that the manner in which it is sown, harvested
and processed is industrial, with a high degree of
technology—this is one of the spheres where man
has been able to produce raw materials at the lowest
prices. Cane sugar and its industrial processing
constitute a powerful agro-industry in many of our
countries, which allow for effective agricultural
and mdustnal ylelds for the economies of our people.

'61. The man in the field must have in his hands
the necessary means to extract the highest yields
- from nature. Nature, which is wise, has always had
its own mechanisms, and since -the very beginning
‘of mankind there have always been, although not
in the dramatic proportions of today, population
growth and production deficit. And today all that
we men have achieved has been to create some of
the necessary elements for a precarious subsistence
for the vast majority of our peoples.

-62. That is why we make an appeal from this inter-
national forum so that all countries, and in partic-
ular the Latin American countries, may consider
 the adoption of this policy, since Latin America
is the area of the greatest hope of the world. It is the

area of the world which is least exploited, where the
land has not yet been worked technically, where
the man in the field constitutes 70 per cent of our
population of 300 million inhabitants today, and it
is the region that could become one of the most pro-
ductive areas of the world.

63. Regrettably, so far most economic policies
in our area have been circumscribed to the mere
subsistence of the individual. Few times and in few
countries has any thought been given to or action

- taken of heroic proportions to face our ills.

64. We are totally convinéed of the effectiveness of
the system of agrarian reforni, because in our country,
which has a territory of barely 48,070 square Kkilo-
metres, in the last eight years, under the administra-
tion of the constitutional government of Mr. Joaquin
Balaguer, thousands and thousands of families have
achieved a substantial increase in their agricultural
production. But if we were to create the concept
of the manager of the field and make of it a reality,
‘‘a manager and man from the city in the ﬁeld”,
possibly the social mutation that would occur in our
countries would have highly positive repercussions
for future generations, because if the man of the

. city were to go to the field and set himself up with

a large entnerpnse, in a constitutionally legal manner,
‘as was done in the Dominican Republic, the land
would become the property of the one who cul-
tivated it, with laws for minimum salary, social
security benefits and other kinds of benefits for
workers in the field, like the treatment accorded
workers in the city; then migrations towards urban
centres would be reduced and small countries, such
as mine, for example, could relatively easily become
societies where all the men who work in the field.
would have electricitv, television sets, refrigerators
and all the advances of modern times, together with
fresh air and the beauty of nature.

65. Obviously the State must provide these man-
agers with the necessary resources, such as the
required infrastructure, so that the execution of
these rrojects follows standards of productivity, with
a minimum of expenditures, as incentives for the
development of managerial skills of this kind. .

66. It is also vital for international institutions
such as the World Bank and the Inter-American
Development Bank to intensify their actions so that
this type of undertakmg may serve the purposes
sought.

67. Two decades ago the world had an emmently
political criterion. Today the criterion is eminently
economic. The most obvious proof is how world
policy has changed because of the surprising rise in
oil prices and the sudden development of such coun-
tries as Brazil and Venezuela, which have now at-
tained some of the highest production levels and
some of the highest standards of living ever recorded

~in_their hlstory by those great and powerful South

Amencan natnons

_ 68. Most of the countnes of Latin America have

suffered a great ill, and there is no more important
forum than the General Assembly of the United Na-

- tions for us to carry out cur own self-criticism. And

this great ill is the legendary tendency to live by
asking for help from the powerful, at a risk of un-
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dermining the self-determination of our people, to
find ways for the powerful to help us, while we main-
tain an attitude almost of 1nd1fference, and not just
of collective irresponsibility, expecting others to do
things for us, instead of facing our problems with
our own intelligence, our own resources and our
own means.

69. The world ef today—and absolutely no one‘

disputes this——is made up of a series of indepen-
dent States with interdependent economies. It is
now clear that all the key economic factors must
be assessed, both in relation to their national reper-
cussions as well as their international repercussions.
It is only in our times that the world leaders seem

to have become fully aware of the importance of .
what has been called economic interdependence.

As an expert on economics at Harvard University,
Professor Raymond Bermond, said: ‘‘Suddenly
sovereign States feel naked. Concepts of national
sovereignty and a national economic potential seem
to be curiously lacking in meaning.”’

70. We wish to emphasize that perhaps the most
curious aspect of this new development of interde-
pendence is that the reactions that have been aroused
have followed no foreseeable standard. Few devel-
oped or developing countries seem to know how to
deal with this. Some consider this as coercion and
others consider it as an opportumty But there is
complete agreement only in assuring that interde-
pendence is a. fact and that it would seem that in
certain circumstances it may represent an unprece-
dented opportunity for development and prosperity.

71. However, we cannot ignore the fact that, unless
we achieve genuine and integral development in our
peoples, interdependence will come to an end, .and
we shall go back to the humiliating and anachromstlc
dependence which violates the most elementary
‘principles of the integrity of our State.

72. To strengthen this thesis and so that we may

be conscious of the fact that all that we have stated
here is absolutely feasible, we need do no more than

read articles 29, 30 and part of 31 of the Charter of

the Organization of American States, as amended

by the Protocol of Buenos Aires, of 27 February_

1967, which state the following:

‘‘Article 29. The Member States, inspired by the
principles of inter-American solidarity and co-oper-
ation, pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure
social justice in the Hemlsphere and dynamic
and balanced economic development for their
peoples, as conditions essential -to peace and
security.

‘‘Article 30. The Member States pledge them-

selves to mobilize their own national human and

material resources through suitable programs, and
recognize the importance of operating within an
efficient domestic structure, as fundamental condi-

tions for their economic and social progress. and

for assuring effective inter-American co-operation.

~“Article 31. To accelerate their economic and
social development, in accordance with their
own methods and procedures and within the frame-
work of the democratic principles and the institu-

tions of the inter-American system, the Member

States agree to dedicate every effort to achieve
the following basic goals:

‘“(a) Substantlal and self-sustamed increase
in the per capita national product;

‘“‘(b) Equiiable distribution of national income;

*““(c) Adequate and equltable systems of
taxation; ‘ :

“‘(d) Modernization of rural life and reforms
leading to equitable and efficient land-
tenure systems, increased agricultural
productivity, expanded use of undevel-
oped land, diversification of production;
‘and improved processing and marketing
systems for agricultural products; and
the strengthening and expansion ‘of facil-
ities to attain these ends;

“(¢) Accelerated and diversified industrializa-
tion, especially of capital and interme-
drate goods;

“(H Stability in the domestlc price levels,
compatible with sustained economic de-
velopment and the attainment of social
Justice;

““(g) Fair wages, employment opportumtres,,
and acceptable working conditions for
ail;

(11 9
] .

73. We are aware that the analysis that we have
thought agro-industry deserves does not require so
much attention by the countries which, benefiting from
the wealth of the subsoil, have been able te make up
for some of the poverty with other structures where
an extraction industry mobilizes large amounts of cap-
ital and the.<by have obtained ai accelerated course
towards development and self-sufficiency.

74. If we, the peoples of America, are to achieve and
bring to a happy conclusion and concrete reality the
programmes for agricultural development and indus-
trialization, we shall all of us see our efforts crowned
with glory and the efforts of those illustrious states-
men who, with their brave deeds and their glories and
the courage of their peoples and the firmness ‘with
which they have brandished their swords, gave us our
freedem and thereby the right to go on promising and
attaining the establishment of a just society where slav-
ery will never exist, nor servility, nor dependence.

~75. On behalf of my delegatlon, permit me to pay a -

tribute to peace, which is the supreme objective of the
United Nations, on the fulfiiment of whose principles
the destmy of mankind depends more than ever today
Peace is all the more ‘hidden when we most 'seek it.
It most hides when it is best loved. It is most confused
when it is nearest. It'is most sacred when it is dlstant
It is most radiant when it is denied.

Mr. Bouteflika (Algena) resumed the Chazr

76. The great gemuses of political thmkmg of antl- }
quity and of modein times have tried to define peace

within its philosophical vastness. Let me here, how-
ever, simply state the theelogtcal thmkmg of St. Augus-

tine, who said: :

“The peace of men is orderly concord; peace at
"home is agreed uniformity among those m author-
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ity and those who obey and live in it; peace in the
city is the orderly concord of citizens and neighbours
in ruling and obeying; peace in all things is tranquil-
lity in order, and order is nothing more than a dis-
position of equal and unequal things, which gives
to each its proper place.”

77. Mr. AHMED (Pakistan): Mr. President, it gives
my delegation great pleasure to offer you warm felici-
tations on your election as President of the General
Assembly. We regard this election as recognition of
the notable role played by Algeria in the furtherance
of the just causes of the third world. You are a symbol
too of the dynamic and resurgent forces of liberation
that animate the great continent of Africa, forces which
will continue to have our resolute support.

78. 1 should like to take this opportunity to pay our
tribute to Mr. Leopoldo Benites of Ecuador, who
pres1ded with distinction over the twenty-eighth ses-
sion of the General Assembly, as well as over its
momentous sixth special session.

79. 1 wish to express also the distress of my coun-
try at the appalling tragedy. that has struck Honduras
and to convey to those who have suffered the deep
sympathy of the people of Pakistan.

80. My country joins other Members of the United
Nations in welcoming the People’s Republic of Bang-
ladesh, Grenada and Guinea-Bissau as new Mem-
bers of this Organization. We look forward to the
distinctive contributions we know they will make
to the work of the United Nations.

81. The past year has taken us somewhat closer
to the realization of the objectives of the Organiza-
tion. There have been welcome serious moves to
resolve the long-standing Arab-Israeli conflict in order
to bring peace to the Middle East. In Africa, a mo-
mentous step has been taken towards decoloniza-
tion. The Third World has succeeded in promotmg
widespread recognition of the need for a more equi-
table international economic order. These are posi-
tive developments, but we have ‘yet far te travel to
reach our goal.

82. The world is still haunted by a pervasnve sense
of insecurity and, as a result of the mounting infla-

~ tionary pressures, the poorer nations face a desperate -

struggle for economic survival.

83. The détente between thé super-Powers has
gone some considerable way in relaxing tensions in
Europe. It does not, however, encompass all re-
gions of the world. To say this is not to belittle the
important agreements that have been reached be-
tween - these Powers. In the field of disarmament
the strategic. arms accords are in the nature only of

preliminary steps in the direction of arms control.

But, in absolute terms and in the context of the com-
mitments undertaken under article VI of the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [reso-
lution 2373 (XXII), annex), they fali considerably
short of what the world expects from these Powers
in the matter of promoting the objective of. general

and complete disarmament. Undoubtedly, this is not

a matter which lends itself to a quick solution. Never-
theless, the progress so far made has been painfully
slow. »

84. On the other hand, the development of science
~ and technology, pamcularly nuclear technology, has

proceeded apace. Today, a imge number of coun-
tries can acquire, should they so choose, the capa-
bility to develop nuclear weapons. That they might
actually do so was brought sharply home to the world
by the explosion of a nuclear device this year by yet
another country, India. This is a development of
grave import.

85. The Government of India affirms that its nu-
clear explosion was intended entirely for peaceful
purposes. The real difficulty lies in the fact that,
in technological terms, there is no difference be-
tween a nuclear explosion -for peaceful purposes
and one that is conducted to develop a nuclear weap-

.on. There is the further danger that India’s experi-

ment may have removed the restraint on nuclear
proliferation and, unless effective safeguards can
be provided against it, the Indian example may be
emulated by others.

86. India’s nuclear explosion came up for discus-
sion at the Fifth Islamic Conference, attended by
37 countries, which met in Kuala Lumpur in June this
year. It unanimously adopted a resolution which, inter
alia, called upon all nuclear-weapon States to give
a solemn undertaking in the nature of an obligation
not to use nuclear weapons against any non-nuclear-
weapon State. In the view of my Government, such
an undertaking is necessary not only in itself: it is
needed also if nuclear proliferation is to be checked.

87. There is one other line of action which might
be fruitfully pursued in our search for security. It is
now widely recognized that the goal of general and
complete disarmament can be brought nearer by col-
lateral measures such as the establishment of nuclear-
free zones in various parts of the world. The General
Assembly has commended this idea on several occa-
sions. The non-nuclear States Conference also adopted

" a decision to this effect in 1968. The countries mem-

bers of the Association of South-East Asian Nations
[ASEAN] have taken a similar stand against the intro-
duction of nuclear weapons in their region. The Organ-
ization of African Unity [OAU] has taken the same
position with regard to Africa. In Latin America, a
treaty is already in effect aimed at making that area a
nuclear-free zone. On this year’s agenda [item 101]
there is a similar proposal, jointly introduced by Iran
and Egypt, with regard to the Middle East.

88. Nearly two years ago the Prime Minister of

- Pakistan, Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, proposed that South

Asia should be declared a nuclear-free zone [see
A[9706, explanatory memorandum, para. 2]. Other
countries of South Asia have also proclaimed their
oppos.tnon to the introduction of nuclear weapons
into the region, or their acquisition. Sri Lanka con-
ceives the zone of peace in-the Indian Ocean proposed
by it as being free of nuclear weapons. The Govern-
ment of India also has repeatedly asserted that it has no
intention of acquiring nuclear weapons and remains
opposed.to military uses of nuciear energy.

89. Pakistan feels that this common desire of the
States of South Asia now needs to be translated into
a formal arrangement. A model for such:ar agree-
ment already exists in the Treaty of Tl2t ‘olco.4
That treaty nct only contains an unequlvoual commit-
ment by the regional States not to acquire or manu-
facture nuclear weapons it establishes a régime for
independent observation and verification of « xplo-
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sions conducted for peaceful purposes as a safeguard
against the diversion of peaceful nuclear programmes
to military ends.

90. We are confident that all Members of the United
Nations that desire to promote a climate of peace in
South Asia and all those that, like us, feel concerned
at the prospect of nuclear proliferation will welcome
the proposal to declare the South Asian region a nu-
clear-free zone. Pakistan considers that the proposal
to create such a zone in the Middle East also is a timely
initiative, for the danger of nuclear proliferation looms
large in that area as well.

91.  We are happy to note that the sntuatlon in the
South Asian subcontinent is prugressively returning
to normal. Bangladesh was recognized by Pakistan
in February of this year. By the end of April, following
- two agreements between Bangladesh, India and Paki-
stan, all of the prisoners of war had been repatriated
to Pakistan. And thanks to the very valuable assist-
ance given by the United Nations under the able
leadership of its Secretary-General, some 250,000
‘Bangiadesh and Pakistan nationals stranded in either
country had been repatriated to their homes by a
massive air operation. These developments cleared
the way for further steps to be taken for the normaliza-
tion of the situation in the subcontinent as envisaged
~ in the Simla Agreement.® Accordingly, experts of the
two countries met recently and concluded an agree-
ment for the restoration of postal and telecommunica-
- tions and travel facilities between the two countries.
They also agreed to examine the questions of resump-
tion of air links and trade at an early date.

92. It is obvious that normalization of relations is
not an end in itself; it is only a means of achieving the
larger objective of peace, so that the peoples of the
subcontinent may be able to devote their pitifully lim-
_ited resources principally to eradxcatmg poverty and
hunger rather than fritter them away in senseless con-
flict and confrontation. A firm commitment to the
principles of peaceful coexlstence, mutual respect
for the sovereignty, political mdependence and territo-
rial integrity of each country and a just and equitable
settlement of their differences remain essential prereq-
uisites to the building of a durable structure of peace.

93. The presence of Bangladesh as a Member of the
United Nations marks a new relationship between
the peoples of Bangiadesh and Pakistan. 'I‘he fraternal
sentiments that animate them were vividly reflected
in the warm welcome accorded to Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman when he visited Lahore to attend the Islamic
Summit Conference and in the tumultuous welcome
Prime Minister Bhutto received when he arrived in
Bangladesh. Undoubtedly some problems remain to
be settled. Given goodwill and understandmg, these
too, we hope, will be solved. It is now increasingly
recognized by the people of both countries that they
must rise above the tragic 2vents of 1971 and, in their
mutual interest, work as sovereign and equal nations
for the estabhshment of a fnendly and co-operative
relationship.

94, Against the background of these developments
~ aimed at promoting.subcontinental reconciliation and
reinforcing the foundations of peace in the region, it
is a matter of considerable disappointment to us that
our relations with our other nelghbour, Afghanistan,
should be strained at this moment. This is all the more

unfortunate when every cons:deratton—hlstoncal
geographical, political, cultural or economic—de-
mands that the relations between thé two countries
should be especially close and friendily. We trust that

the present unsatisfactory state of these relations is

only a passing phase. It is the settled policy of my Gov-
ernment that we establish ‘‘the best possible relation-
ship with Afghanistan’’ and, so far as we can, we will
continue to work towards that end.

95. Durmg the last year, war has erupted in two
areas. On 6 October last year the fourth Arab-Israeli

‘war broke out—the inevitable consequence of inter-

national failure to help settle the issues arising out of
the 1967 Arab-Isracli war. A cease-fire was brought
about as a result of Security Council resolution
338 (1973) of 22 October. That was followed by a pe-
riod of intense diplomacy ana, thanks to the remark-
able efforts of Mr. Henry Kissinger, the United States
Secretary of State, and the sense of realism displayed
by the parties to the conflict, the guns were silenced
and the dlsengagement of forces was eventually
effected.

96. But dlsengagement is no settlement By itself
it is not peace. It is only a preliminary step towards
facilitating negotiations for a peaceful setilement. The
Islamic Summit which met in Lahore in February this
year unanimously resolved that the essential elements
of a durable settlement are: first, the complete with-
drawal by Israel from the Arab territories occupied
by it; second, the full restitution of the national rights
of the Palestmlan people; ‘and third, the restoration
of Arab sovereignty over Jerusalem. All these ele-
ments derive from the prmcnples of a just peace in the
Middle East.set out in Security Council resolution
242 (1967). Short of a settlement on these lines, there
will be no durable peace in the Middle East.

97. In July fightmg broke out in Cyprus follong
a coup d’état against its constitutionally established
Government, engineered by the Greek military junta
in order to annex the island. This was a flagrant viola-
tion of the London and Zurich Agreements, which
guaranteed the independence of Cyprus. Turkey,
which, together wit!: Britain and Greece, is a guarantor
of the independence of the island, moved in, both in
order to discharge its obligations under those Agree-
ments and to protect the Turkish community in Cyprus.
It is fortunate that Greece now has a democratic Gov-

- 'ernment and we hope that a lasting settlement can be

achieved which fully safeguards the legitimate inter-
ests of both the Turklsh and the Greek-Cypnot com-
munities.

98. Inregard tothe Korean penmsula the encouragmg

_trends which the Assembly noted last year have not
_ produced the desired progress towards the reunifica-

tion of that divided country. Pakistan will support

~ any measures that the parties. consider conducive
to achtevmg the objectlve of peaceful reumficatlon

9. ‘The presence of the delegation of Guinea-Bissau
in this Hall today is an event of more than passing
significance. It: marks the culmination of a lcng and

-unrelenting struggle by a people determined io free

itself from colonial rule. It is the harbinger of the end
of colonialism wherever it still exists. In bidding wel-

-come to the representatives of Guinea-Bissau and

expressing the hope that they. will soon be joined by
representatives of the other Territories under Portu-
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guese controi, we should like also to felicitate the
new leadershlp of Portugal on the 1magmat1ve steps
it is takmg to liquidate its colonial empire in Africa in
recogmtron of the legitimacy of the African libera-
tion movemént. We trust that ‘the racist régimes in
South Africa and Rhodesia will draw the necessary
Iessons from: this development

100. Inow turn to the grim economic crisis that faces
the developing countries. The future of the peoples
of South Asia and much of the third world is today
threatened by a danger of global proportions. It is
caught up in an inflationary squeeze. Vast popula-
" tions in the developing countries suffer from hunger
‘and pnvatron while the developed world is preoc-
" cupied with its own problems of inflation and mene-
~ tary mstabrhty

101.. These grave problems constxtute perhaps the
- greatest challenge which at present faces the nations
of the world—rich or poor. They have accumulated
over the decades, due in large part to the failure of the
international community, and particularly the affluent
_nations, to accept and make the adjustments neces-
,sary to build a just and balanced world economic order,
even when such adjustments were called for in the
interests of the developed countries themselves.

102. The General Assembly demonstrated a wel-
come unanimity at its sixth special session last April
- on recommendations to deal with the immediate dif-
ficulties facing countries which have been most severe-

ly affected by the current economic crisis. A number

of countries have responded to the emergency opera-
_tion to be launched by the Secretary-General as a first

step in the Special Programme established.by resolu-
tion 3202 (S-VI). Special mention may be made of the
generous assistance rendered by some of the oil-
‘producing countries, particularly Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Abu Dhabi, Kuwait and Venezuela. These countries
are makmg commendable efforts, bilaterally as well
as through -multilateral channels, to ease the burden
of the developmg countries most severely hit by the
high rise in prices. A much greater effort by the inter-
national community, however, would be required
to assist these countries if the relief is to be commen-
surate with the magmtude of the formldable dlfficultxes
they face.

103. Emergency relief alone is no subsmute for the
more fundamental changes needed to prevent the
recurrence of such a catastrophic situation. So far,
there is little evidence of any progress having been
made towards the new economic order called for by
the sixth special session of the General Assembly
[resolutton 3201 (S-VIj]. Nothing is being done to
- improve ‘the terms of trade of the developing coun-
tries, to provide them greater access to the markéts
of the developed countries, or to build a monetary
‘'system which ensures the transfer-of the needed
resourcés to the developing countries.' Unless such
fundamental changes are made to restructure eco-
nomic relations between the industrialized countries
-and the third world, the developing countries may
have to consider whether they can continue to play
a game in which they are cast as the perpetual losers.

104." ‘Most of the policies being considered in world
t‘inanclal circles to deal with ‘the current balance-of-
-payments deficits of the developed couritries give rise
to doubts and fears. Those ‘developing countries

which do not produce oil may be further squeezed by
the deflationary policies of the industrialized world.
There may even be an actual transfer of their financial
resources, in the form of paymenis for higher oil bills,
to the developed countries and by way of the heavy
investments being made by oil-producing countries
in the industrialized nations. The eventual outcome
of such a process could be an economic collapse in
most developing countries.

105. The 'best way. to assist developmg countries
in their present economic difficulties is to ensure the
injection of a substantial propprtion of international
monetary . hqudlty, in the form of investment and
concessionary assistance, into the developing world.
This would generate a greater demand for imports from
the industrialized countries and help the latter to rec-
tify their balance of payments. It would also open up
a productive avenue for the investment of financial
surpluses of the oil-producing countries and a source
of supply for the commodities and goods needed by

them for their own industrial and economic growth.

106. That is but one reason for the Third World to
develop economic and technical co-operation among

"its own members. The Second Islamic Summit in
Lahore, the Kuala- Lumpur Conference of Islamic

Foreign Ministers and the summit meetings of the non-
aligned nations and of the OAU have all contributed
significantly to the promotion of economic co-opera-

tion ‘and unity of purpose among the countries of the
- Third World.

107. By maintaining that unity and promoting its
economic strength, the Third World will be able not
only to help to build a just economic order but would
also ensure a more universal respect for the principles

‘enshrmed in the Charter of the United Natlons

108. We can build the structure of a new democratic

‘world order only on the basis of compliance with the

principles and resolutions of the United Nations,
on the basis of sovereign equahty of States. The effort

‘to secure this great objective must be carried on at
‘every stage and every level of State relations, bilat-

eral or multilateral. But it is in this world Orgamzatlon
that all these efforts can be synthesized and brought
into focus

109. 'Let me therefore express the hope that this
Assembly will carry us closer to the objectives, the
purposes and the aims which the United Nations set

- for itself nearly 30 years ago.

110. Sir Abdul Razak MOHAMED (Mauntlus)

- Mr. President, I should like first of all to'offer you the
‘congratulations of my delegation on your unanimous

election to the presidency of the twenty-ninth sés-

~~ion of the ‘General Assembly. Your great country,
Sir; has been in the forefront of progressive action in

the third world and has played an important role in

- the world community, and we are particularly happy
“to see you presndmg over the work of this Assembly.

i11. Ever since he accepted to shoulder the burden
of the most impossible job in the world, our distin-

- ‘guished Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, has
“spared no effort in his work for peace, justice and pro-

gress. We warmly 'GOngratulate him for his treméndous,

. ‘prompt and posxtlve actions not only at times of poht-
“ical crisis but also in the quleter fields of economxc

development.
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112. We shohld -also like to welcome Bangladesh,
Grenada and Guinea-Bissau as new Members of the
United Nations. ,

113. We listened attentlvely and with much mtenest
to the stirring address of the Prime Minister of Bang-
ladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman [2243rd" meeting],
a heroic statesman. We warmly welcome the presence
among us of the representatives of Bangladesh.

114. Grenada, the ‘‘Spice Island’’,
Mauritius the beauty of nature—except that the
beaches of the star and key of the Indian Ocean are
much more beautiful.

115. The admission of Guinea-Bissau is the vnctory
of a right and just cause. We are proud to see among
us the valiant representatives of this new African cour-
try, and never shall we forget the name of Amilcar
Cabral.

116. Our sympathies go to the Government and the

people of Honduras in their present plight after the
cyclone “‘Fifi’’. We hope that the world community
will, as usual, be generous in helping to alleviate the
sufferings of our fellow human beings not only in Hon-
duras but also in Bangladesh—which, once again,
is stricken with natural disaster—and elsewhere.

117. . As a brief reminder of the problems which
confront the United Nations at this session, I would
point out that the special emergency operat.on to.which

we. agreed at the sixth special session has not yet re- -

sulted in concrete measures to assist those among
us who are most affected by the present world eco-
nomic crisis; that we still have to tackle the complex
question of general disarmament, that is to say, dis-
armament which would lighten the burden arising
from the arms race and increase the opportunities
for development; that peace has not yet been restored
to South-East Asia; and that such serious political
problems as the situation in the Middle East and the

question of Cyprus remain to be solved. So, in addi- -

tion to finding ways and means to premoie a new

economic order, we still have to find appropriate solu- -

tions to long-standmg problems SO as to promote polit-
ical stability.

118. Mauritius has welcomed the atmosphere of
détente among the major Powers, because it believes
that it could be the basis for universal peace, thus
lessening the possibility of confrontations between
them. Détente, however, has not eliminated the possi-
bility of confrontation in the Indian Ocean.

119. Declared a zone of peace by the Assembly three
years ago [resolution 2832 (XXV1)], the Indian Ocean
is at present the scene of dangerous rivalries. Any
decision of the United Kingdom and the United States
to extend communications and military facilities on
the island of Diego Garcia would constitute a flagrant
violation of the United Nations resolution on the
subject. May we appeal to those directly concerned,

especially the United States of America, to recon-

sider their present policy which, certainly, far from
being conducive to the creati_ . of a zone of peace is
rather conducive to the creation of one of tension.
Mauritius, therefore, with other countries bordering
the Indian Ocean, views with grave concern the
activities of the great Powers, which could create an

explosive situation. The peoples of the countries of

the Indian Ocean must be allowed to live in peace and

shares with

security. Mauritius will therefore continue to explore
with others every poss1bnllty of mamtammg peace in
the area. .

120. But world peace cannot be ensured if the global
issues of disarmament are not solved. For us, genuine
disarmament means not only an end to the arms race
—which, it should be recalled, costs about $270,000
million annually—but aiso the destruction of all exis-

ting arsenals. The work of the Conference of the Com-

mittee on Disarmament should be accelerated and

the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks should be allowed

to yield more positive results. It is the view of our
Government that what is needed is a comprehensive
nuclear test-ban treaty, and that any other agree-
ments concluded- should not be aimed at preserving

primarily the prerogatives of those countries that are -

already nuclear Powers. It is in that context that we
would consider the proposals or nuclear-free zones
in some parts of the world. \

121. Although the solutions proposed at the sixth
specnal session have remained unimplemented, the
session was useful in so far as it helped to underline
the great degree of interdependence of the world
economies, particularly. the interrelated nature of the
economies of the producers of raw materials and those
of the developed countries which ne~d the raw mate-
rials for their continued industrialization. Since the
special session, the world economy has further dete-
riorated. Inflation in the developed countries is felt also
in the developing countries, which are paying higher
prices for food, fertilizers and manufactured goods.
The energy crisis has taught the developed countries

their dependence on petroleum. In this respect, we

believe that oil price increases should be discussed
in‘the general context of a system of adequate remu-
neration for basic commodities. My country, which

draws about 90 per cent of its total export earnings

from thz export of sugar, has greatly suffered in the
past from the constant deterioration in the terms of
trade. The economic, situation of countries whlch

like Mauritius, export,raw materials, will remain un- |

stable as long as an adequate and equitable system
is not found to counter the cyclic fluctuations to which
the prices of raw materials are subject. While we con-
tinue to search for long-term measures, contrlbutlons
are urgently needed for the emergency operation in
order o assist the hardest hit among the developing
countries.

122. It is our belief that existing specialized ‘agen-

cies or international mstltutlons, such as UNIDO
UNCTAD and the regional économic commissions
could greatly contribute towards the search for long-
term solutions. In spite of their efforts, developmg
countries are still compelled to specialize in the pre-
duction and supply of raw materials to the developed

countries. We feel that their actlon would be more

fruitful if they concentrated on an increased transfer
of technology from the developed to the developing
countries, in order to achieve the aims of diversifica-
tion and industrialization. We suggest that, so far as
Africa is concerned, the conclusions of the 'UNESCO
Conference on the Apphcatnon of Science and Tech-

nology to Development in Africa should be imple--
‘mented without delay. We also note the early imple-

mentatnon of the African reglonal plan of action for

science and technology, which aims at creating the

o
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necessary apparatus to enable an easy. transter of

technology from the highly  industrialized nations.
Finally, we suggest that the ECA, whose main contri-
bution has so far been the preparation of studies
and the organization of meetings, seminars and sym-
posia, should be enabled to assist African States in
a more practical manner.

123. Before turning to some of the political prob-
lems confronting us, I should like to refer briefly to
the Third United Nations Conference on thz Law of
the Sea. Mauritius, which is an island, of course at-
taches great importance to the problems of tie sea,
the sea-bed and its subsoil and their resourzes. At the
second session of the Confererice helda recently at
Caracas some of the basic issues werz raised. We view

the questlon of sovereignty and jurisdiction over the

sea, its soil and subsoil up to 200 miles as being par-
ticularly important. It is essential that the establish-
ment of a 200-mile coastal zone be accepted over which
the States concerned can exercise the right to exploit
the natural resources of the sea for the economic de-
velopment and welfare of their pecples. A second
element which the final legal order of the sea should
emphasize is the idea of universal ownership of the
sea-bed beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and
its administration by an international body in the
interests of the peoples of the world as the common
neritage of mankind. Those two elements have clearly

emerged from the Caracas session. Together with

most of the countries of the Third World, Mauritius

will support the final instruments relating to the Law '

of the Sea.

124, We are gratified to note that among the polit-
ical issues before the General Assembly this year we
will not have to devote the usual amount of time and
attention to the questions of the Portuguese-admin-
istered Territories. :

125. Inthe course of the general debate at the twenty-
fourth session of the General Assembly, my Prime
Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Rarhgoolam, said, re-
ferring to the colomal Powers, particularly Portugal

*‘These to my mind are the main currents of
colonial policies adopted by many Powers. Why do
they not want to withdraw gracefully from the Terri-
tories they hae occupied for centuries? At times
it was advanced by them that the peoples of those
Territories were not ready to assume independence;
at othe : times it'was said that those Territories were
economically backward and not viable. On either

ground they have forfeited their right to continue

to maintain their rule because after centuries of
col( -sial rule they have failed on all counts.

““Colonial Powers should no longer invoke the
principle that the affairs of Tzrritories under their

rule are purely their internal affairs. The time has

passed for such a concept; and they should volun-

tarily divest themselves of their political rule with-

out necessarily nmpamng their cultural lmks 76

126. It is therefore with great pleasure and admu"ae
tion that we have foliowed the efforts of the new
régime is Lisbon, not only to restore democracy and

freedom to Portugal but also to negotiate: with the
recognized ‘leaders  of its colomes the transfer of

power.

127. The statement made by the Foreign Minister of
new Portugal, Mr. Mario Soares [2239th meeting],
was historical inasmuch as it ended over four cen-
turies of colonial oppression. On behalf of my Gov-
ernment, I wish to pay a tribute in regard to those
efforts which have already led to a peaceful settle-
ment in Guinea-Bissau and to the Lusaka agreement
concerning the independence of Mozambique. We
are confident that with the usual statesmanship the
new leaders of Portugal will tackle with success the
outstanding problems which are to be solved with
regard to Angola and that the deeolonzatxon process
in that Territory also will be astsmooth as in the other
cases. While saluting the wisdom and statesmanship
of the new Portuguese Government, we should like
to praise the freedom fighters for their long and heroic
struggle to liberate their countries,

128. We hope that the developments in the Portu-
guese-admlmstered Territories will have a healthy
impact on the situation in the rest of southern Africa,
wkich is still under the dommatlon of colonialist and
racist régimes. :

129. We are gratified to note that the British Foreign
Secretary, Mr. James Cailaghan, has reaffirmed that
the United ngdom still has an outstanding
responsibility in Scuthern Rhodesia and has given
us assurances that the British Government will adhere
to the policy t " 1t ‘‘there can be no satisfactory settle-
ment without e agreement of the African pecple
who live in Rhodesia’ [2240th meeting, para. 229].
We assume that all concerned realize from what is
happening in Mozamblque that there could be no
settlement without majority rule. Another lesson
which should be learned from the patterns of settle-
ment in the Portuguese‘-administered Territories is
that no peaceful settlement is possrble in Southern
Rhodesia except through negotiations with recog-
nized leaders of the people. It follows that without
the release from detention of the leaders of the Zim-
babwe liberation movement, no negotiated settlement
is possible. The only zlternative wotld be to continue
the liberation - struggle which, with  the possibility
of increased assistance from the OAU, is bound to be
intensified. We- trust. that the British ‘Government,
like us, wishes to.avoid unnecessary loss of life. Taking
into account the néw developments, we believe that
it can more forcefully impress upon ihe rebel régime
of Ian Smith the urgent need for peaceful change.
Of course, all other States can, and should, help in
tightening the sanctions against Rhodesia.

130. The situation in Namibia has worsened over
the past year. But it appears, from some statements
made by representatives of the. white minority in the
Territory, that there is some awareness that the reign
of terror of the apartheid reglme cannot continue
indefinitely, -when Angoia is expected to become

, mdependent in the near future. We hope that there,
~ as in Southern Rhodesla, political realism will pre-

vail. In the meantime, the armed struggle waged by the
freedom ‘fighters of the South: West Africa People’s
Orgamzatlon will continue and Mauritius is determined
to continue to support it.

131. Whether the abhorrent system of apartheid
in South Africa will be affected by the admirable
example of humanity and political wisdom set by Por-
tugal is debatable. The nature of the evil system of
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apartheid is such that it would take a revolution

similar to that which has occurred in Portugal to

change it. It is an opinion, indeed a conviction, how-
ever, that the apartheid policy is doomed to failure.
Mauritius is determined to continue to associate it-
self fully with all action 'that might be undertaken
by the United Nations to bring about the end of the
racist mmonty régime in South Africa.

132. Before concludmg, I would like to mdtcate
very briefly the position of Mauntlus ona number
of other political issues before us.

133. The representative of Mauritius, at the time
of the violent overthrow of President - Makarios,
expressed in the Security Council’” the shock and
emotion felt by the peopie of Mauritius. The position
which the representative of Mauritius stated still
stands: namely, that Archbishop Makarios was, and
remains, the legmmate head of the State of Cyprus
and that the restoration of constitutional order implies
that he should be allowed to return. Qur position is
a simple one as it i~ based on the fact that Archbishop

Makarios is the elected President of Cyprus. We hope -

that our forthcoming deliberations on the Cyprus
question will pave the way to restoring full sovereign-
ty to that country and to safeguarding its territorial
integrity and independence to the satisfaction of all
the inhabitants of the island.

134.- On the Mlddle East question, Maurmus fully

suppotts the position of the OAU, particularly on the

demand for complete Israeli withdrawal.from occupied -

Arab territories. This is not only a just demand but
a requirement for the restoration of durable peace in
‘the region. That measure and any others aimed at
safeguarding the independence and territorial integ-
rity of Israel are, in our opinion, the issues which
should be resolved at any resumed talks in Geneva
if complete peace it to return to the Middle East. Any

solution would also have to take into account the legit-

imate rights of the people of Palestine.

135. My delegation welcomes the inclusion in the

agenda of this session of thé supplementary item
entitled ‘‘Prohibition of action to influence the envi-
ronment and climate for military and other purposes

incompatible with the maintenance of international

security, human well-being and health’’ [item 103}.

We congratulate the Foreign Minister of the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Andrei Gromyko, and
his delegation for having proposed the iriclusion of this
item in the agenda of the Assembly [sec 4 /9702], whlch
my delegation will actively support. ‘

136. The World Population Conference, in which

Mauritius participated, has accomplished consid-
erable results and we trust that all Member States,

and others, will co-operate and help generously to-
wards the implementation of the World Population.
Plan of Action,® which was adopted by acclamation .
in Bucharest by no less than 135 partncnpatmg States '

137. Now we are hopeful that the World Food Con-
ference, scheduled to be held in Rome this Novem-
ber, will result in the adoption of measures which will

lead to the alleviation of the food problems that the -

world is facing today.

has the friencliest relations with the leaders of the
Seychelles. We have ‘welcomed the decision of the
ruling party, the Seychelles Democratic Party -of
Mr. Mancham, with regard to the independence of the
Islands, and we are looking forward to co-operating
closely with the independent Seychelles.

139. Furthermore, we were pleased to hear earlier
this week from the French Foreign Minister, Mr. Sau-
vagnargues [2238th meeting], that France was com-
pleting its own efforts in the domain of decoloniza-
tion by preparing, with the agreement of the freely
elected leaders of the Comoros, the accessicn to inde-
pendence of the islands. We welcome these devel-
opments and are aiso looking forward to establishing
friendly relations with the independent Comoros. The
co-operation of the Seychelles and the Comoros as
well as that of all other States of the region is needed
firinly to establish the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace.

140. May I, on - behalf of my Prime Minister, the
Government and _people of Mauritius, reaffirm our
unbounded f£aith in the prmcnples of the Charter of
the United Nations.

141. Mr. OKUMBA D’OKWATSEGUE (Gabon)
(interpretation from Frenchj: Speaking as I am for the
first time from this rostrum and representing a coun-
try whose policy is profoundly attached to the noble
principles of dlalogue and tolerance and which reso-
lutely directs its efforts towards universal peace and -
the harmonious development of peoples, I must of
course pay tribute to all those who have given of their
best for the birth and survival of the United Nations.

142. For in spite of the shortcommgs'-of its Charter,
which must finally be brought into line with the polit-
lcal facts of the time, and in spite of nmperfectlons
in its functioning, our Orgamzatlon remains the only
hope ‘of all peoples seeking to rise above either thenr
particularism or their selfishness. It is the ideal in-

. strument, if only because it sprang from the very ashes

of tyranny, to fight enslavement, oppression and
exploitation of man by man. It is the proper place for
perfectmg by diversification our means of co-opera—
tion and our systems of mutual international assist- -
ance which today, more than ever, are the sine qua

_ non of our survival i in thls century of necessary lnter-

dependence

143. Mr. President, at a time when a new. wmd is
blowing through Afnca, a continent which has so long
been enslaved. and.robbed of its personality, the
choice of you by our General Assembly.to presxde' -
over the procesdings -of its twenty-ninth session as-
sumes particular significance and becomes a kind of
symbol. I have no need, therefore, to ‘refer to the .
special links between Algena and Gabon, and I will
only express my siricere joy and that of my delega- ‘
tion at seemg you presiding. .

144, 1t is true, Sir, that your tned and tested capac— ,

ities and your exceptional qualities as a statesman -
have largely transcended our merely bilateral context,
and it is, you may believe me, all of Africa and, along
with Africa, all the friends of your country who' join
in congratulating you and in being gratified at your -

- . election. Here, as elsewhere, you will, I am sure, -
138. To conclude, allow me to retum to the pomt =

I started a little: while: ago, namely, to the. immediate
region where Mauritius is situated. My Government

know the legitimate. satisfaction enjoyed: by great men
at -their own: success. The dignity, the outstandmg“ ‘
intellectual and diplomatic qualities, and the effective
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contnbutlon of your dlstmgunshed predecessor,
Mr. Benites of Ecuador, eloquently testify to the fact
that the Third World is not lacking in great men.

145. It could not be otherwise when we have our
distinguished Secretary-General as an immediate
colleague. We must, indeed, recognize objectively
the devotion and e‘ffectiveness of Mr. Kurt Waldheim,
who has breathed new life into the Organization and
who, among other noteworthy achievements, has
found it possible to restore to the United Nations,
particularly by means of the Geneva Peace Confer-
ence on the Middle East and his contacis with the
new Lisbon Government, its essential role as the
guardian of international peace. My delegaticn would
like to congratulate him publicly and would ask him
to convey to all his colleagues our encouragement
and sympathy.

146. Declaring at the very outset that a new wmd
is blowing through Africa, I had in mind above all the
various aspects of the disturbing problem of decolo-
nization. Indeed, after centuries of an absurd policy,
we find the Portuguese people and its army rising
valiantly to drive out the Fascists and to restore de-
mocracy. »

147.. Hence my joy and the privilege I find it to greet

here, on behalf of the people and Government of
Gabon, the delegation of the sister Republic of Guinea-

Blssau, and 1 would request. that delegation to trans-

mit to all the sons of its motherland the message of
our admiration and friendship.’

148. The purest blood of African youth, including-

the noble and precious blood of Amilcar Cabral,
will thus not have been shed in vain, and the youth of
Portugal themselves, innocent, free of interests which
were of no benefit to them and of a cause which was
a disservice to their country and their prosperity,
will no longer see their destiny withering on the vine,
precisely where it has a role to play on behalf of
human fraternity. An epoch has ended with the fall
of the Fascists, who have met the fate reserved for
all those of their ilk. Thus, there 1§a new wind blowing
which dictates an objective appreciation of the new
face of Portugal and means that we must stretch out
our hand to Lisbon, so that as soon as possible and on

the model of the Partido Africano da Independéncia

da Guiné e Cabo Verde (PAIGC), the Frente de Liber-
tagao de Mogambique (FRELIMO), the Movimiento

de Liberacién de las Islas de Santo Tomé y Principe, -
the Movimento Popular- de Libertagio de Angola

(MPLA) and the Frente Nacicnal para a Libertagao

de Angola (FNLAY will come to exercise an effective

administration over their respective territories.
149. The Portuguese Government must realize that

the democratic reforms it is undertaking now in its

owri country have meaning in Africa only in the con-
text of uncalculating decclonization and real and imme-

diate independence for our peoples. In this regard my-

delegation notes with satisfaction the statement made

from this rostrum on 23 September by:the Foreign -
Minister of Portugal [2239th ‘meeting]. Certamly this.
reqmtes ‘courage, and is even dangerous .vis-a-vis.

the major multinational firms and others who possess

naval bases. But the rebirth of the Portuguese nation,
the restoration of its dignity and international esteem
depend on such courage, as indeed does 1ts future .

in Africa and its true prosperity.

150. This is also the time to condemn once again,
in the face of an outraged international conscience,
the odious crime of apartheid, which in South Africa,
in Namibia and in Rhodesia has blotted out the per-
sonality of millions of human beings, on a scale un-
precedented in history, from the land of their ancestors.

151. This situation constltutes a vast plot against
us, but let me not be misunderstood: one cannot keep
down for ever a people determined to free itself from
tyranny or, even more, from foreign oppression.
It is time therefore for those primarily responsible
for international peace, some of whom are also the
disguised allies of apartheid, td put an end to genocide
and the threat of racial war which is constantly hanging
over this part of Africa, where already sovereign
nelghbouring countries are constantly subject to prov-
ocation. '

152. If I have begun with the problem of the dignity -
of our people and our continent, it is none the less true
that other situations, particularly affecting world
peace and the world eccnomy, are of concern to my
delegation, and in any case the two subjects are very
closely interconnected.

153. Convinced that there is no real national inde-
pendence without economic independence, Gabon
whole-heartedly endorses the arguments put forward
at the sixth special session by President Houari Bou-
mediéne [2208th meeting] which led to the conclusion
that there is an imperative necessity to reform the
international economic system.

154. Already Gabon has been striving to transcend
the narrow framework of its own borders and to
form a part of larger entities. This justifies our mem-
bership in the Customs and Economic Union of Central
Africa, our membership in the Organization of Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries and also our relations
with the European Common Market and the Group
of 77 developing countries—which perhaps should
properly be called the Group of 97.

155. We are therefore ready to broaden our horizons
to embrace all States, whatever their national polit-
ical orientation, provided they understand and accept
the principle of non-intervention in the internal af-
fairs of their trading partners. We consider it indis-
pensable that we belong to the non-aligned group of
countries because, in the face of the deplorable eco-
nomic and financial fabric woven in their absence

- against the Third World countries to which we belong

and which has no other purpose but their perpetual
domination by systematic pillaging of, their national

. resources, we must now bring to bear the strength

of our cohesiveness and of our right, our permanent
and sovereign right, over our natural resources,
including our fishing resources in territorial waters,
our right to study and to establish ourselves the price
of our products, and our right also to deal with trading
partners of our own choice, giving priority to trade
between countries which are in the process of con-
struction. n,

156. We are all aware of the effects of monetary

disorder engendered by an outmoded economic sys-
tem, but Gabon firmly believes that no one can con-
tinue' to be powerful enough to subordinate perpet- -
ually a universal majority and to avoid the eventual
application of the historic decisions taken in this very -
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‘Hall from 9 April to 2 May this year by the srxth spe-
cial session of the Genéral Assembly, a session which
the President of the Republic of Gabon, His Excel-
lency El Hadj Omar Bongo, attended personally

157. . Reaffirming our total adherence to those deci-
sions and principles as.they were clearly enunciated
-on that occasion, particularly the Declaration on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order
[resolution 3201 (S-VI)] and the Programme of Action
flowing from it [resolution 3202 (S-VI)], the Republic
of Gabon cannot refrain from condemning certain
attempts to sow confusion or diversionary tactics
which became apparent in the course of this special
session, while the fundamental data of our concerns
.are clear and unequivocal. These are a fair price for
our primary products, reform of the international
monetary system, transfer of technology and indus-
trialization of our countries, control over the dangerous
activities of multinational ,companies, our permanent
sovereignty over our natural resources and a nsw
concept of the assistance which may be: granted to
-us. Because if to undertake investment in order to
earn one’'s own profit is not aid and cannot be-con-
sidered as such, any assistance with strings attached
which forces any obligation upon the recrplent is not
aid either.

158. The countries in the process of constructron
want to act rapidly to consolidate their economic
independence in order to raise their standard of living
and relieve the privation of their people. This :re-
quires from.their paitners, which are industrialized
friendly countries,: political courage, lucidity of
judgement and sound understanding. It is quite use-
less, otherwrse, to broadcast throughout the world
ptous intentions of sohdanty and umversal mutual
assistance.

159. My delegatton considers that we have no nght
to talk honestly of our desire for peace before we agree
that attempts be made and success achieved in real-
izing the objectives which I have mentioned and-which
affect the fate of three quarters of mankind in a new
context of international co-operation that will. inake
it possible for everyone to enjoy his fair share

160. Indeed, no one can deny that economic block-
ades without any other justification than provoca-
tion, struggles for influence and hegemony that pro-
voke and maintain the wars which devastate the
third world and subversion aimed against the sov-

ereign Governments of our States, derive. from the

ruthiess COmpetition,'engaged in by certain nations
for the sake of economic moriopolies, which are. irre-
- futably incompatible- with the advent of anew era. of
international peace. \ It

161.. Concerned both:as the pmnary theatre of these
upheavals and as an' integral part'of a society which is
in this way collectively threatened, the Third World
appeals to the conscience of the great Powers for a
.change of heart that would lead rapldly to effecttve
-and lasting peace.

162. For its part Gabon calls whole-heartedly for
this peac.e thanks to which vast financial resources
and inestimable discoveries and technological achieve-
ments would be restored, to global. development
programmes. That is why we unreservedly support
any sincere and realistic initiative that’ may lead to

the. general and complete dtsarmament of the coun-
triés which suspect each other and keep each other
under survelllance while their arsenals of destruction
become ever more sophnsttcated

163. . The maintenance-of .peace is the primary role
of the United Nations. Gabon would like to see this
Organization fuily play this role, thanks to the new

spirit which should be that of our Charter, which it
.is indispensable to revise. The Charter was prepared

29 years ago by 50 States, that is to say, by a minor-

-jity which cannot make decisions for the 138 delega-

tions represented here today. And the non-aligned ‘
countries which constitute the majority of the Organ-
ization and eké out their lives at the mercy of the veto
of the' minority-are firmly determined on this matter.

164. Let peace reign through justice and long live
the United Nations.

Mr. Siclait (Ham) Vlce-Prestdent took the Chatr

165. Mr. CARVAJAL (Chile) (mterpretauon from
Spanish): The delegation of Chile participates in this
international forum with the sincere intention of
helping 'to achieve effective co-operation between
States and of. contributing to the solution of the hu-
-manitarian, social, cultural and economic problems
that concern the Umted Nations.

The purpose and goals of the Charter of San
Franctsco continue to be the purpose and goals of the
foreign policy of Chile. We accordingly reaffirm
our adherence to the Declaration on Pnncnples of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations [resolution 2625 (XXV),
“annex) and to the Declaration on the Strengthening
-of International - Security [resolution 2734 (XXV)].
Chile believes that today more than ever we must
respect the basic pnncrples of lntematlonal coexis-
tence. , : A

‘167, Prohlbmon of the use or threat of force, pl‘Ohl-
_bition of mterventlon of any kind in the internal
" affairs of any nation, respect for the rights of peoples
“to self-determination, as well as unlimited respect
for infernational treaties, are some of the basic prin-
ciples that inspire our pamclpatron in thrs Assembly’s
general debate, as well as in the study of the many
subjects that wrll be consrdered by 'the Commlttees

'168. We have attentively followed the efforts of the
Umted Nations for the maintenance and restoration
of ‘world peace. The current negotratlons in the Mid-
dle East, thanks to the mtellrgent role played by the
Secretary-General as well as by the dynamic Secre-
tary of State of the United States of America, Clearly
demonstrate that the United Nations is an effective
instrument for the solution of international conflicts
when the political will exists voluntarily to adhere
to its standards. The disengagement agreements are
-an essential first step toward the achievement of a
just and lastmg peace in that part of the world.

169. Recent events in- Cyprus have caused ny Gov-
emment concern.. This is not the proper moment to
-examine the causés, which are already so well known
to this mtemational body. In our judgement, what
" matters is the survival of that United Nations Mem-
bér State, which currently finds its integrity and
independence so seriously threatened.
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170. We consider that this General Assembly should
give maximum priority to the problem of the prolifer-
ation of nuclear weapons and obtain the ‘cessation
of tests, whether underground, at sea or in the atmos-
phere. The fact that a number of countries are now
able to produce devices of this type, along with the
temptation of some nations to become atomic Pow-
ers, might lead to a nuclear race that is as risky as it is
absurd, and which could develop into a war so de-
structive as to affect the whole human race. The
gradual proliferation of members of the nuclear club
thus poses a grave danger for mtematlonal peace and
security.

171. We believe that the best way to achieve these
objectives would be to extend geographically denu-
clearized zones. In this regard, I should like to de-
clare that the Government of Chile is completing the
internal legal arrangements for the ratification of the
Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuciear Weapons in
Latin America, which was signed at Tlatelolco.
Within a very short time we shall deposit tne relevant
instrument of ratification.

172. Some South American Governments have
expressed the desire to reach a regional arms limita-
tion agreement in order to allow for a more accelerated
economic development of their countries. Chile has
declared its outright support for this initiative and
believes that, in general, offensive weapons should be
especially limited, while those needed to fulfil the
defensive aims of the Inter-American Treaty of Recip-
rocal Assistance® should be maintained.

173. Ever since the time of the League of Nations,
Chile has supported the principle of the universality
of international organizations. We consider that the
ability of the United Nations to accomplish its basic
goal—to secure a just and lasting peace in the world—
depends upon the strict application of this principle.
Thus we rejoice at the admission into our Organiza-
tion of the States of Bangladesh, Grenada and Guinea-
Bissau. We extend our warmest welconie to them
and we feel certain that they will make a timely and
active contribution to our deliberations. I should
like to take this opportunity to reiterate Chile’s sup-
port for resolution 1514 (XV) concemmg the granting
of independence to colonial countries and peoples.

174. The Republic of Honduras was recently the
victim of a catastrophe bringing desolation and ruin
to thousands of homes. My delegation wishes to
reiterate to the Honduran delegation the waimest
and most heartfelt feelings of the people and Govern-
ment of Chile. At the same time, we should like to
request the Secretary-General whose dedication and
skilful action merit our fullest support, to invite the
relevant specnahzed agencies of the United Nations
and other institutions to grant our sister nation thelr
‘swiftest and most ample co-operation.

175. The world economic situation is certainly not
encouraging. The crisis the world faces probably has
no parallel in history. Deep-seated problems exist
which have been develo;ing for a long time and which,
far from being solved, tend, on the contrary, to be-
come dangerously acute. I refer to rapid population
growth, the food crisis, ecological 'destruction, the
deterioration of theé environment and the gradual
extinction of non-renewable natural resources

176. We are going through what the experts call
‘‘international economic turbulence'’, most vnsnbly
and probably most dramatically manifested in the
energy cnisis. The old post-war order, characterized
by the Bretton Woods Agreements and the traditional
trade patterns associated with GATT, has demon-
strated its total inefficiency in our time and, as repeat-
edly pointed out, has turned into a new international
economic ‘‘disorder’". Both institutions and mech-
anisms created nearly 30 years ago have demon-
strated their inability to cope with the problems of

today and have jeopardized the objectives of the

International Development, Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade [resolution
2626 (XXV)]. At the same time, the industrialized
nations have not given priority to financial co-opera-
tion for the benefit of developing countries, nor have
they fully opened their markets to the exports of
developing countries. Peace and economic prosperity
together constitute the guiding principles of our
Charter. Therefore it is regrettable and dangercus
that the results achieved in the economic, financial
and commercial sectors are not comparable with
those achieved in the political and military areas.

177. A number of recent new developments call
for a re-examination of current economic policies.
Industrialized countries have suddenly been faced
with the fragility of the structure of their economic
sysiems, while the developing countries have seen
their negotiating potential unexpectedly raised. For
the first time a certain symmetry of interests and
benefits has emerged between those two groups of
nations, which affords a unique opportunity for nego-
tiating fair agreements.

178. The foregoing impels me to insist that we
urgently adopt specific measures that will accelerate
multilateral trade negotiations on a preferential basis
that will apply to tariff as well as non-tariff trade

- barriers. At the same time, it is necessary urgently

to accelerate decisions for the reform of the inter-
national monetary system that would give the devel-
oping nations a much larger participation than that

-afforded them so far..

179. Chile believes that Latin America has some-
thing to say and something to offer in all those areas.

Our region can rely upon existing co-ordinating mech-
anisms, and these should be used fully. An example
is the Special Committee on Latin American Co-
ordination. This body expresses the genuine Latin
American personality. Likewise, we have organiza-
tions such as the Latin American Free Trade Associa-
tion and the Andean Subregional Integration Agree-
ment (Andean Group) to the improvement of which.
Chile is fully committed.

180. Latin America’s efforts towards establishing

‘a guaranteed international economic order are borne

out by the draft Charter of Economic Rights and

Duties of States,!® by Venezuela’s valuable contri-

bution to the Inter-American Development Bank,
and by our countries’ active participation in the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.
The second session of this Conference, recently

‘held at Caracas, should be viewed in terms of both

the successful organization of the Conference by the
host country and the effective and useful work un-
dertaken.  The Conference defined what could be
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called the basis of, or key to, international solutions,
particularly the 200-mile economic zone and the for-
mulation of the concept of the ocean floor beyond
the limits of national jurisdiction being the common
heritage of mankind.

181. Chile, the first country in the world to proclaim,
in 1947, a 200-mile marine zone, was joined by Ecuador
and Peru in a latex defence of this doctrine in some
memorable diplomatic battles. While at that time we
seemed isclated in our position, icw we are gratlﬁed
to note that we are supported by the great majority
of nations. Conceived as an economic zone or patri-
monial sea, that doctrine has become fundamental to
an international solution. It is not.only a triumph
for the developing countries; it is also an expression
of the justice of the fundamental relationship existing
between a country and the resources of its adjacent
sea.

182. Onre proof of Latin America’s commitment to
overcoming the most urgent problems of ocur time
was the efficiency and dedication with which the
representative of Ecuador, Mr. Leopoldo Benites,
presided over the twenty-eighth session of the Gen-
eral Assembly. We wish to pay him our warmest
tribute for the brilliant manner in which he discharged
his lofty duties.

183. The people of Chile recently celebrated with
spontaneous joy the first anniversary of its libera-
tion from the Soviet-oriented totalitarian régime that
had tried to impose its dictatorship on the country
and its people, and in multitudinous rallies held
throughout the land the people reaffirmed its support
for the present Government of national reconstruction.

184. This year, with the enthusiastic support of all
sectors, healthy economic foundations have been laid
and are already yielding initial results. Central Bank
reserves, which were only $3 million a year ago, now
exceed $300 million. Exports between January and
May of this year increased by more than 200 per cent
over the same period in 1973. In spite of higher import
prices, Chile’s balance of trade has ceased to show
a deficit, and now shows an appreciable, surplus.
Agncultural production will increase significantly
this year, since essential plantmg is 50 per cent greater
this year than in 1973. This increase is a result espe-
cially of the fact that the Government has turned over
rural land, which had been nationalized by the previous
régime, to authentic peas:«int farmers. Particularly
noteworthy has been the increase in copper produc-

tion, total output being 46 per cent higher thrs year ‘

than last year.

185. The recovery of our economy has created
confidence abroad and made it possible for Chile to
renegotiate its external debt within the framework
of the **Paris Club’’, on mutually acceptable terms.
The runaway inflation we were suffering is being
controlled, and a programme for the gradual reduc-
tion of the inflation rate is under way. In order to
avoid dislocations, itis based on increased productwrty
and reduced government spendmg

186. Social development is and has been one of the
Chilean Government’s fundamental concerns. The
difficult anti-inflationary campaign is being carried
-out as fairly as possible, with benefits accruing to the
workers through long overdue substantial pay rises

and social improvements. So, for the first time in our
country’s history, the dilemma of the most helpless
groups of people has been confronted squarely and
in depth through a complete study of the factors
involved and a programme of action designed to put
into effect urgently needed solutions.

187. Within this brief summary of my Government’s
efforts, special mention should be made of the chil- -
dren’s nutrition programme now being carried out in
Chile with the full knowledge of UNICEF and: other
international organizations. We are confident that the
success of our studies and accomplishments in this
area will enable our country to co-operate usefully
with other nations. We are pleased to offer them our
experience for mutual benefit. :

188. The Chilean Government has passed a new
law, the Foreign Investment Statute, which estab-
lishes rules to attract foreign capital but, at the same
time, clearly protects our national interests. ,Thls
foreign mvestment law has already produced a sig-
nificant increase in the number of requests to expand
current investments or to invest in new industries,
and has attracted numerous national and private
groups from abroad, which have all been anxious to
co-operate in our deve‘opment on fair, senous and
well-defined terms. :

189. While laying the groundwork,fo.r'the economic
reconstruction and social development of the country,

my Government has- assigned top priority to the

rehabilitation of the judiciary, which is a spiritual
and moral legacy of the people of Chile and the very
essence of their historical identity. Upon taking
office, my Government acknowledged its patriotic
obligation to revive the fundamental attributes of
the Chilean character, and to restore justice: and the
institutions that had been violated, destroyed or
negated by the previous Government. It gives me
great pleasure to be able to describe how the Govern-
ment of Chile is fulfilling the promises made to the
cmzens of our country

190. The fully mdependent Judrcnal Branch admin-
isters justice without any interference whatever
from the Government, which accords it- the most
absolute and total respect and prompt implementa-
tion of its sentences and resolutions. This situation
is in contrast with the violent and defamatory attacks
against the High Court which occurred under the
preceding Government. At that time the Judicial
Branch’s . constitutional powers were disregarded
and its sentences and judgements were not carried
out, all of which consplred against the. mdependence
of the Judicial Branch. It is enough to point out that
at the time there were more than 7,000 senténces
handed down by the courts which were never camed

. out.

191. The Comptroller General’s Ot’ﬁce, an auton-

~omous institution: responsible for. confirming the

legahty of the acts carried out by the Executive Branch,
fulfils its fiscal responsibilities with;total autonomy
and efficiency. It has been enlarged and strength-
ened in its attributes. The Comptroller General’s

observations and administrative notices are no longer
scoffed at as they were under the procedures that
operated under the precedmg admlmstratlon. o
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192. Also, in line with a legal tradition of more
than 150 years .of republican life, the Government
of Chile a few days after assuming power named a
Commission to draw up a new political Constntunon
The Commission is made up of distinguished uni-

versity professors with vast judicial experience and

ample knowledge of public affairs. More than 79 dis-
tinguished professional experts co-operate with it,
representing a varied spectrum of activities. The work
of this important Commission is carried out in an
atmosphere of complete freedom and along the lines
of certain- general principles proposed by the Com-
mission itself and approved by the Governnient prior
to publication and dissemination throughout the
country.

193. The new Constitution will encompass the basrc
prmcrples that derive from our Chilean legal tradi-
tion and from the historic cultural identity of our
homeland. It aims at the lmprovement of mstltutlons
to the fullest extent possible and in accord with uni-
versal expenence and Chilean specific realities, and
will institute a representative and democratic system,
with authorities whose power will originate in the law
and who will be elected by the people in free, plural-
istic, secret and informed electlons

194. The legal reorganization in Chile and the in-
tense task of effecting legislative renovation which
are currently under way are inspired and determined
by the principles and values which the Government
of Chile proclaimed and published last March. It
would be rather lengthy to refer at this time to the
declaration of principles. -Suffice it to- say that the
‘declaration encompasses the highest human values
‘and is consistent with the highest- Western and Chris-
tian philosophy. In'my country this document has
‘been widely published and I can assure this Assem-
bly that these are: the principles that inspire Govern-
ment action, as well as the prmcrples that are defended
and guaranteed in Chile today. '

195. Some polmcnans or mstltutrons, whether misin-
formed or in bad faith, have sustamed a media cam-
_paign designed to create the impression that the Gov-
emment of Chile upholds repressive measures and
ignores both legal rules and human rights. For the
~most . part, these attacks -originate with individuals
who see the flaw_in oihers but do not wish to recog-
nize their own ﬂaws :

196 “The truth is that Chile is a country with borders
-‘open to any representattves of official international
institutions and to pnvate persons who wish to visit
our countryside and cities in order freely to- converse
with our people and. understand the reality of a peo-
ple that is marchmg with unity towards a better future.

" 197. The lntemauonal Commmee of the Red Cross,
ever since the advent of the current Government,
has maintained a permanent delegatlon that has re-
ceived ample: authority to visit those.who have been
detained and tried and, from time to time, found
guilty. This delegatton periodically - reports to. its
hgacd'?tltarters in Geneva as well as to the Govemment
o ile.

198 The ‘Office of the Umted Natlons Hrgh Com-
missioner for Refugees has conveyed to my Govern-
ment its appreciation for the co-operation extended
in the solution of problems deriving from the presence

of over 14, 000 forelgners who are m the country
illegally. The majority were individuals who had been
expelled from their home countries and who had gone
to Chile to continue their subversive and terrorist
activities. :

199. We have invited a commission of. concrllatlon
and mvesttgatlon of the International Labour Organi-
sation so that it may observe how Chile is complying
with its international obligations and how the.law
protects the social progress achieved by workers.

260. Chile - fully agreed to the granting of asylum
in foreign diplomatic missions, although many of them
exercised that right for the' first time, with no claim
to do so since the Governments concerned are not
parties to the Conventions on-the subject. Regard-
less of the fact that in many instances asylum was not
warranted, the Chilean authorities ‘agreed to grant
all the requested safe-conducts. It grves me pleasure
to announce that no refugee remains in asylum in
foreign embasstes In view of the scope which some
have tried to give to diplomatic asylum and which
Chile de facto did not want to deny, my delegation

assigns top priority to the discussion and approval
“of a universal convention on the subject.

201. The Government of Chile authorized the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights to hold an
extraordinary session in my country in order to study
on the spot the status of such rights. We granted all
the facilities that were requested. Have our detractors
allowed international committees into their countries
in order to carry out an in-depth mvestlgatlon of
human rights, permitting them to visit detention
centres ‘and to hold conversations unobstructedly
and privately with detained persons?

202. On 11 September the Chief of State of Chile,
General Augusto Pmochet made the following
statemént:

“The Government wnshes to announce that, in
spite of seriouis legal or moral charges for which
persons arrested under the state of siege and those
.facing trial have been held responsibie, it is ready
to authorize such persons to leave the country for
good should they so desire, wrth the sole excep-
tion of pamcularly grave cases,’

:Subsequently, he called on other nations which have

attacked us violently to act similarly under the super-

vision of the.International Committee of the Red

Cross. The Committee has offered the Government
of -Chile to undertake the necessary steps to imple-
ment this initiative, and we have given it full support
in this noble task. We are drawing up the ‘list of those

‘persons who voluntanly wish to take advantage of

this offer, and there is nothing to prevent them—if
they so’ wish nt——from leaving the country wrth therr
t"\mnhes.

203. . In brief, we can guarantee wrth deep conwc-

tion that. today Chile is one of the countries where
every person—whether a national or a foreign resi-
dent—has complete personal  security and where
human rights are fully respected.

204. These past -few days, efforts have been made
to associate Chile with  interventionist acts from
abroad. My Government did not hesitate to denounce
the impudent involvement in Chilean internal politics

. during the past administration by several Communist
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countries. Such acts were intended to unleash civil

war in my country. Now, in accordance with the
traditional attachment to independence which is
characteristic of our policy, and the authentically
Chilean roots of my Govemment we firmly reject,
irrespective of their aims and their place of origin,

any acts of intervention that directly or indirectly

entail foreign entanglement in the internal or external
affairs of Chile.

205. Social justice, solidarity and the participation of
every Chilean in the common effort to reconstruct
our motherland ure a demonstration of how we have
overcome artificially engendered hatreds and an illus-
tration of a new mechanism aiming at the efficient
and prompt solution of the problems confronting the
.people of Chile, This is the path we have chosen.
We have committed ourselves to this endeavour with
austerity and sacrifice but also with dedication and
faith in the future of our land.

206. The Chilean delegation is present at this ses-
sion of the Assembly with the intention of extending
this very same spirit of co-operation and solidarity
to the accomplishment of the tasks incumbent on the
international community. In so doing, we trust that
the over-all result will be the attainment of positive
agreements worthy of the fundamental goals of the
Organization.

207. - The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):

The representative of India has asked to speak in
exercise of the right of reply.

208. Mr. JAIPAL (India): My delegation listened
with considerable interest to the statement made by
the representative of Pakistan, especially the reasons
given by him for his proposal to establish a nuclear-
free zone in South Asia.

209. This zone has not been precisely defined, but
it is evident that it is an integral part of the coniinent
of Asia and the Indian Ocean area as well. This fact,
in our opinion, has a vital bearing on whether suitable
conditions exist for the setting up of a limited nuclear-
free zone only in South Asia. However, since Paki-
stan intends to include India in this zone, we wish
to take this opportunity to clarify our position.

210. My delegation would also point out that any
proposal to establish a nuciear-free zone in any part
of the world is an important question, as it would
engage the vital interests of all the countries in that
zone. It would have been natural, therefore, for the
countries in the proposed zone first to discuss among
themselves the necessity for a nuclear-free zone.
This has not happened.

211. We think that it would be undesxrable for the
General Assembly to declare a particuiar area in the

world a nuclear-free zone without the prior agreement
of the countries in that area. Such an action would
be clearly counter-productive. India’s views regarding
nuclear-weapon-free zones are well known. We have
supported the establishment of such zones only when
the States within the zones concerned have agreed
among themselves and where suitable conditions exist
for their establishment. The same cannot be said of

the so-called South-Asia zone. '

212. So far as my country is concerned, my Foreign
Minister reaffirmed only yesterday [2245th meeting]
the Indian Government’s decision not to manufacture
nuclear weapons. He also reiterated that India would
use nuclear energy and technology exclusively for
peaceful purposes, and this of course includes the
underground use of nuclear explosive devices. Our
declarations in this regard have been welcomed by
many of our neighbours and several other countries.

213. 1 may mention for your information that two
days after our underground explosion, our Prime
Minister wrote to the Prime Minister of Pakistan,
reaffirming that our experiment was mtended only for
peaceful purposes.

214. We also stated earlier that our underground
explosion was ;in the nature of an experiment and
should be seen only in the context of our endeavours
to develop our own natural resources. Sihce this
technology. will be experimented and used by us for
peaceful purposes only, we shall not agree to any
international inspection or any other constraints
that may be involved in the establishment of a nu-
clear-free zone.

The meeting rose at 6.50 p.m.
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