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AGENDA ITEM 70

Question of Oman:
(g) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation

with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Coloniol
Countries and Peoples;

(!?) Report of the Secretary-General
I :

1

1627th
PLENARY MEETING

Tuesday, 12 December 1967,
at 3 p.m.

NEW YORK

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/6966)

Mr. Dashtseren (Mongolla), Rapporteur ofthe Fourth
Committee, presented the report of that Committee
(A/6966) and then spoke as follows:

1. Mr. DASHTSEREN (Mongolia): During the Fourth
Committee's consideration of item 70 many Members
expressed the view that the colonial presence of the
United Kingdom in the Territory of Oman was pre
venting the people of the Territory from exercising
their right to self-determination and independence. It
was thought that the economic and strategic interest
of the United Kingdom in this Territory was a primary
motivation for its continued refusal to implement the
provisions of the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly.

2. A number of Members strongly affirm that the
indigenous population alone has the exclusive right to
make use of the natural resources of the Territory
to the betterment of their own ~ife, and that various
concessions granted to foreign enterprises without
the consent of the people constituted a violation of the
fundamental right of the people of the Territory. Many
delegations pointed out that the presence of the British
armed forces and the existence of military bases in
the Territory were aggravating the situation in that
Territory and constituting a major hindrance to the
exercise by the indigenous population of its right to
freedom, and called upon the United Kingdom to with
draw its troops and military bases and to stop all
repressive actions against the people of the Territory.

3. These views are reflected in the draft resolution
which was adopted by the Fourth Committee by a vote
of 70 to 16 with 18 abstentions [A/6966, para. 10].
With a view to effecting the proper and effective im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
respect of this Territory, the Fourth Committee is
recommending a number of measures addressed to
the Government of the United Kingdom, to all Member
States and to the Committee of Twenty-four which, I am
confident, will comm.and the wide surport of the
General Assembly.

Pursuant to rule 68 of the roles of procedure, it
was decided not to disouss the report of the Fourth
Committee.

4. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I call on
the representative of the United Republic of Tanzania
on a point of order.

5. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania): I
wanted, on a point of order, to ask the Chair whether,
instead of proceeding to a vote on the item of Oman,
perhaps we could take up the second item, item 23, and
then return to the first item at a later stage. I am
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14. The General Assembly and its Committee again
thts year have considered and formulated draft reso
lutions on each of the Territories in this area-the
Portuguese Territories, Southern Rhodesia, South
West Africa and the problem of !I!.artheid in South
Africa. They have also considered the activities of
foreign economic and other ir.terests which are im
peding the implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, the question of aid by specialized agencies
to promote decolonization, the violations of human
rights in colonial countries, the educational and other
programmes to assist the victims of oppression, and
many other related matters. The situation in each of
the Territories in southern Africa has its special
features which require separate consideration by
the Assembly.

15. Now, when the Assembly is consideringtheprob""
lem of decolonization as a whole, I wish to concen
trate on the common features of the situation in the
Territories in Southern Africa and the inter-relation
ship of the problems, since these problems need to be
seen in their proper perspective in order that more
effective means for a solution may be devised.

16. The International Seminar on Apartheid, Racial
Discrimination and Colonialism in Southern Africa
was held in Kitwe, Zambia, from 25 July to 4 August
in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2202 A
{XXI)-in order to consider the problems in southern
Africa in their totality. The report of the Seminar
which is before the present session of the General
Assembly, is the result of consultation among repre
sentatives of Governments, specialized agencies,
liberation movements, non-governmental organiza
tions and eminent experts. It contains conclusions and

AGENDA ITEM 23

·Continuation of the debate at the 1624th meeting.

11. In 1960, when the General Assembly adopted the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)], several
delegations expressed the hope that colonialism would
be abolished within a decade; others thought that that
was too long a period in which to implement the Decla
ration. The end of the decade is draWing to a close.
While many colonial countries have attained inde
pendence during these years, and while we look for
ward to the independence of several other Territories

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples:
report of the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples (continued)*

8. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
call on the Chairman of the Special Committee,
Mr. Malecela, of the United Republic of Tanzania, to
speak.

9. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania):
Before I proceed to my statement on the question of
decolonization I wish to take this opportunity to convey
~o the delegation of India the condolences of the Govern
ment and people of Tanzania for the great loss which
they have sustained in human life and property because
of the earthquake which took place this week. We hope
that the delegation of India will convey to the Govern
ment and people of India the condolences of the Govern
ment and people of the United Republic of Tanzania.

10. Permit me, Mr. President, to devote special at
tention in this statement to the situation in southern
Africa, not only because it is so close to my country
or because the Assembly has before it the report of
the Committee of Twenty-four and the report [A/6818
and Corr.l] of the International Seminar on Apartheid,
Racial Discrimination and Colonialism in southern
Africa, held at Kitwe, Zambia~ In July-August 1967
over which I had the honour to preSide-but above all,
because this is the region where colonialism and
racism today represent the most serious challenge
to the United Nations.
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making this request in the hope that the Assembly will in the near future, nevertheless colonialism is far
accede to it, since at the start of a meeting there are from being rapidly eradicated. It remains in existence
always some delegations which find it very difficult to as a challenge to the United Nations, especially in
come in time, and it is our intention and our hope that southern Africa where the intransigence of Portugal,
when we come to vote on the question of Oman we will the inhumanity of the racists of South Africa and the
have as many delegations as possible in the Assembly. policies of the United Kingdom in Rhodesia have
6. Therefore, my point of order, Mr. President, is frustrated the implementation of the historic Declara-
to ask you, and perhaps also to ask the Assembly, tion of the Assembly.
whether instead of proceeding to a vote on the question 12. In Angola and Mozambique, in Southern Rhodesia,
of Oman, we could take up the second item number and, in South West Africa-and, I would add, in the RepUblic
after dealing with it, revert to the question of Oman of South Africa because the problem there is eSBen,,·
specifically for the purpose of voting. tially a product of colonial domination and has all the
7. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): The elements of colonial oppression-colonialism is in-
Assembly has heard the proposal of the representative extricably linked w.;th racism in a most explosive
of the United Republic of Tanzania. If there is no ob- mixture which threatens not only peace in the area,
jection, we shall go on to the second item of the agenda but also the very future of international co-operation
for this meeting and after that return to the first item. and the viability of this Organization.

It was so decided. 13. We have in that area the "unholy alliance" of the
Portuguese colonialists and the racist settlers of
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, reinforced by
powerful foreign economic, financial and other in
terests which profit from the oppression of the African
people, and protected by the connivance of powerful
nations outside Africa. This alliance is essentially a
criminal conspiracy di.rected against Africa and indeed
a serious challenge to the United Nations. There can
be no security for Africa, and there can be no future
for the United Nations, unless this conspiracy is reso
lutely combated and destroyed.
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recommendations which deserve the serious con
sideration of this Assembly, and indeed of all States.

17. Permit me, Mr. President, to pay tribute to the
President of the Republic of Zambia and to the Govern
ment and people of that country for their hospitality
and their contribution to the success of the Semina).'.
Let me also pay tribute to the representatives of the
liberation movements and non-governmentalorgani
zations, and to the eminent experts devoted to the
struggle against racism and colonialism, for their

.great contribution to the Seminar.

18. Members of the Seminar fully recognized the
distinctive features of the problems of each of the
Territories which require separate consideration
the nature of the colonial relationship, the stage of
the liberation struggle and the various legal aspects.

19. At the same time, the Seminar recognized that
the problems in southern Africa have a number of
common features, and they have been aggravated by
the unholy alliance of Lisbon, Pretoria and Salis
bury. It analysed those common features and empha
sized the imperative need for effective international
action in view of the imminence of wider conflict
over the whole area. It made a number of recom
mendations for consideration by the United Nations
and by the organizations and public opinion at large.
As I had occasion to state at Kitwe, it attempted to
present not a blueprint but a guide for action, an out
line of the directions in which international action
might develop effectively, for consideration by States,
by this Organization and other bodies concerned. The
Genera} Assembly and its committees have already
taken these conclusions into account in the considera
tion of various agenda items, and a number of non
governmental organizations have also taken them into
account in planning their activities.

20. The basic features of the situation in southern
Africa are well known; I refer, of course, to the colo
nial and racially dominated countries of the area,
excluding the African States surrounded by them.
In those countries, the political systems are based
on racism, oppression, repression and naked terror.
Political power is controlled by the white minority,
which also controls the means of production and
dominates the economic and social life of those
Territories. The great majority of the people are
deprived of their fundamental human and political
rights. Their movements are restricted and freedom
of employment is harshly denied them-not to men
tion the low wages paid by the exploiters. The African
people have been robbed of their land, and they have
been robbed of their mineral resources. In other
words, the economy is based on the exploitation of
cheap labour which is denied elementary trade union
rights, and the treatment of Africans as only beasts
of burden.

21. The racist minority governments use their
monopoly over military and police power to suppress
any efforts by the overwhelming majority of the Afri
can people to secure their rights to freedom, equality
and human dignity. As resistance to oppression has
continued and increased, the racist authorities have
resorted to the most arbitrary laws and the most
brutal police-State methods against the African people.

22. The Whites in these Territories have been consti
tuted into an armed camp, with even women and chil
dren trained for war and indoctrinated with hate and
feat of their fellow citizens, whose only fault happens
to be the pigment of their skin and their desire that they
should be treated as human beings-and this, mind you,
in their own land. The South African r€lgime announced
in October that it would soon begin giving military
training to all white women.

23. The colonial and racist rulers of these countries
have scorned and defied all appeals and demands by
the United Nations and the international community to
revise their policies and bring them into conformity
with the United Nations Charter and the historic
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples. All those r~gimes con
stantly defy and defame the United Nations. For
instance, they claim that they are the bastions of
Western civilization and the stronghold against com
munism in southern Africa.

24. The Portuguese dictator, Salazar, declared at
an interview in Octoh',.•-:

"We are struggling to save the Western civiliza
tion in the southern part of Africa. It is the most
promising and best endowed of the African continent.
There we are opposir.g communist forces that are
directly hostile to Western influence. n

25. So all the crimes and all the oppressive acts com
mitted by Portugal, all the oppression in Southern
Rhodesia and in South Africa itself, are the means by
which these Powers are supposed to defend Western
civilization must mean oppression, the denial of
human rights and the denial of human dignity. I really
wonder whether that is the true meaning of Western
civilization in Africa. In short, to the African the de
fence of Western civilization must mean oppression,
the denial of human rights and the denial of human
dignity. I really wonder whether that is the true mean
ing of Western civilization. If it is the true meaning,
then I should like to say that the African people would
like to do away completely with whatever Western
civilization may be associated with those tortures.

26. Many years of pleading and of moral pressure
have shown clearly that there is no possibility of
persuading these few selfish minority Governments
by appeals to reason. It is completely unrealistic to
expect these very selfish Whites to give up their
privileges voluntarily.

27. There seems, therefore, to be no peaceful ending
of apartheid, racial discrimination and colonialism
in southern Africa unless the colonial and racist
r€lgimes are forced to abandon their course and, in
deed, unless the political structure of these Territories
is changed radically.

28. On the other hand, the oppressed people of
southern Africa have patiently tried every peaceful
means to secure their inalienable right to freedom
and dignity. Faced with the brutality of the rulers,
with the fascist measures which make any non-violent
struggle impossible, and with the ineffectiveness of
this Organization-that is, the United Nations-they
have been forced to conclude that they have no choice
except to resort to arms. In this armed struggle,
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large areas of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea
(Bissau) have been liberated. Many freedom fighters
have already lost their lives in encounters with the
racist and colonial armies. Many freedom fighters
are 1n death cells or in colonial dungeonf. Thousands
of innocent Africans-men, women and children
have been killed or wounded in this military action.

29. The struggle may not be disturbing enough for
those distant Powers and economic interests which
find that their profits from the exploitation of African
labour are not affected. At this juncture, I should
like to say that my delegation regretted very much
that on the same day that this Assembly was passing
a resolution [2288 (XXII)] asking Powers to curb their
economic interests in the colonial Territories, and
almost at the same time, some American companies
were signing an agreement in Portugal for the ex
ploitation of oil in Mozambique. I wonder how long
Africa will plead with the economic interests of the
United States.

30. On the other hand, the oppressed people of
southern Africa have determined to fight for their
freedom. We already have over half a million refugees
in the neighbouring African countries. We have over
100.000 foreign soldiers from Portugal on African
soil killing Africans. We have constant incursions
across the borders of independent African countries.

31. In short. what do these colonial Powers seek to
achieve? The Zambesi today has become the dividing
line between freedom and colonialism. between racism
and non-racism, between justice and injustice, between
respect for human person and utter disregard for
human dignity. and indeed between democracy and
terror.

32. South of the Zambesi. the white settlers have
tried to set up a racist bastion. armed to the teeth
and determined to wage a suicidal battle for the
prlvilege of oppressing the African people. I need
only remind you that the r~gime in Southern Rhodesia
has acquired so many weapons that even the United
Kingdom. a permanent member of the Security Coun
cil, is impressed with the military power of Southern
Rhodesia; that Portugal has increased its military
expenditure to nearly 40 per cent of its budget; and
that in South Africa the military budget has increased
six-fold since the Sharpeville massacre of 1960.

33. The racist r~gime in Pretoria, which is playing
the r,11e of the senior partnur of the unholy alliance.
has declared its own."!;!ronroe Doctrine" against
freedom in southern Africa and is constantly thrf'9.ten
ing independent African States. The racist Vorster
announced on 23 October 1967 that he was not going
to wait until members of the OAUreached the Limpopo.
The Zambesi. he said, would be the border in this
regard.

34. On 4 November 1967, the South African Minister
of Defence, Mr. Botha, declared that the South African
Defence Forces had the task of defending the whole
of "southern Africa" against what they termed com
munism from the north. Speaking of the liberation
movements in Angola and Mozambique, which he
described as trouble-makers, he announced that
South Africa would not allow the evil communist
powers to gain a foothold south of the Zambesi-

If we were to see the involvement of some of the
Western Powers. it can easily be e~q>lained that
when there were South African forces ill Southern
Rhodesia the maximum that the British Government
could do was merely to lodge a paper protest.

35. Even though these r~gimes feverishly prepare
for larger conflict and hurl threats at independent
African States. the Western Powers still continue to
deny that the situation in southern Africa constitutes
a threat to peace in terms of Chapter vn of the
Charter and that international action under Chapter
VII is appropriate.

36. When does a clear and present threat to the
peace. indeed a military conflict such as we see in
the Portuguese colonies. become a threat to the peace
in the view of these Western Powers? Is it only when
their economic interests are threatened? Is it only
when the lives of thoir so-called "kith and kin" are
endangered? Is it only when they realize that the
national liberation movements. which they had done
everything possible to frustrate. appear to be on the
verge of accomplishing conclusive victories?

37. For centuries. Africa has been the victim of op
pression and exploitation. the victim of the slave trade,
colonization and recolonization. It has suffered the
rnae.sacre of millions of its people. the depopulation
of vast areas. the ruthless exploitation of its labour
and its riches and the humiliation of a great majority
of its people simply because they happen to be black.

38. Yet. as Africa has begun to recover its freedom
and dignity in the past de,;a.de. the African revolution
has been mainly a humane revolution aimed at restor
ing Africa's dignity and independence. The African
people have not sought to take revenge and infli'ct in
humanity and humiliation on their oppressors. They
have shed their blood for .their freedom when there
was no other way: half a million lives have been lost
in the struggles for liberation in Algeria. in Morocco.
in Tunisia and in Kenya. But the African people have
followed the path of peace wherever possible and
have even welcomed their erstwhile oppressors to
remai~ in their lands as equals and not as masters.

39. This African revolution for the recovery of
freedom and dignity is not complete so long as any
part of Africa remains under alien domination. so
long as any African is humiliated because of his
colour. No country in Africa is secure in its freedom
so long as vppression remains in the southern part
of our continent.

40. The African people do not seek violence. They
want Africa to be non-aligned. If they choose violent
methods to regain their dignity, it is only because
they are forced to do so by their oppressors and to a
certain extent by the complacency of the United
Nations. The African people want a peaceful solution
to the situation in southern Africa. assisted by the
combined efforts of the international community.
That is why we have pressed again and again in the
United Nations for international economic sanctions
against Portugal and South Africa.

41. Even today. despite all the bloodshed, the libera
tion movements in the Portuguese Territories are
ready for negotiations on self-determination and inde-
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pendence. The people of Zimbabwe are ready for dis
cussion with the colonial Powers on the liberation of
their country. The people of South Africa are ready
for a discussion of a democratic course for their
country.

42. We have tried by all peaceful means to persuade
the Portuguese colonizers to grant independence to
their colonies, to persuade the White settlers in
Southern Rhodesia and those in South Africa to recog
nize the inalienable rights of the African people. We
have tried to persuade the Pretoria r~gime to restore
South West Africa to its people. But the colonialists
and white supremacists have treated all our appeals
with contempt and have indeed declared war on the
movement for liberation.

43. When they reject a peaceful solutions there need
be no doubt that the oppressed people willfight, what
ever the cost, because no human being worth the
name can permanently allow himself to be regarded as
a sub-human-racial type and SUbjected to degradation
and humiliation. Indeed, there is a limit to how long
any people can be suppressed. And as far as African
people in southern Africa are concerned, the limits
now are beyond endurance. There can be no doubt that
the cause of freedom in southern Africa will prevail.

44. But will the world watch idly, when Africa is
again forced to shed its blood, ignoring the incalculable
dangers of a racial conflagration? Will the United
Nations merely continue the ritual of adopting in
effective measures, forgetting the Principles and
Purposes of its own Charter and the reason for its
very existence?

45. The oppressed people of southern Africa ha.ve
no illusions. They know that their struggle may be
long and difficult but they are determined to liberate
themselves, Whatever the cost in blood and suffering.
They have a right to expect from all States which
subscribe to the Charter of the United Nations that
those States shall not aid the oppressors. They have
a right to expect sympathy and support from their
African brothers and from all those who believe in
the principles of the Charter. It is at this juncture that
we always call upon those with economic interests in
South Africa not to aid our enemies.

46. The United Republic of Tanzania, for its part, is
unequivocally committed in the name of its own free
dom to the uncompromising struggle against racism
and colonialism in all its forms and mardfestations in
the southern part of Africa. We recognize that our own
freedom and independence is not secure as long as the
racists and \oolonialists are allowed to continue their
crimes against humanity in the southern part of our
continent.

47. The African States have declared that the cause
of the oppressed peoples of southern Africa is the
cause of all the peoples of Africa. Tanzania is fully
committed to this cause.

48. At this juncture, I wish to reiterate what I said
in Kitwe:

"We assure the Governments of the Western
Powers that neither the liberation movements of
southern Africa nor the African people want them
to shed even a single drop of their blood for the

liberation .)f southern Africa. But, a.t the same time,
we demand-and we will never cease to demand
that they should stop all collaboration with the
enemies of the African people and the enemies of
humanity. Let them disengage themselves totally
from the racist and colonial r~gimes in southern
Africa or they may find themselves in confrontation
with the liberation movements and all the African
peoples." [A/6818 and Corr.1, annex IV, para. 15.]

49. I do not think that it is too much for Africa to say
to the Western Powers "While we agree that you should

, not come and die for our independence, please, for
heaven's sake, do not aid our enemies".

50. We now come to another significant and tragic
feature of the situation in southern Africa. In every
part of southern Africa where the oppressed people
struggle for their freedom, they face the same col
lection of forces ranged against them-the unholy
colonialist-racist alliance of Pretoria, Lisbon and
Salisbury, supported by the greedy and unprincipled
foreign economic and financial interests and protected
by certain Western Powers, and other Powers, which
continue to collaborate with those oppressive r~gimes.

51. Here, in the United Nations, the Western Powers
resist every proposal for effective action to resolve the
situation in southern Africa. These Powers, we readily
admit, are quite profuse in their pious condemnations
of colonialism and apartheid, but they oppose every
meaningful action to eliminate those evils. They are
even opposed to measures against Portugal or South
Africa, when the r~gimes in Lisbon and Pretoria are
massacring the African people and trampling on the
principles of the Charter, even when they openly and
cynically defy the Security Council resolutions on
mandatory sanctions against Southern Rhodesia.

52. We have again and again invited the Western
Powers to put forward effective alternatives for
ending colonialism and apartheid in southern Africa
if they disagree with our proposals, but I must say
that these efforts have been in vain.

53. Despite our earnest appeals, and despite numer
ous resolutions of this Assembly, those Governments,
and the powerful economic interests in those coun
tries, have tremendously increased their trade with
the colonialist and racist r~gimes. They have in
creased their investments in the area and developed
a massive arms industry for the SoUt:l African r~gime.

They have, either directly or indirectly, helped the
Smith r~gime to resist economic sanctions. Theyhave
frustrated the implementation of the United Nations
resolutions on southern Africa. They have supplied all
the sophisticated military equipment used by Portugal,
South Africa and the Ian Smith clique to kill and inti
midate the African people. They have provided mili
tary training for the armies of these r~gimes. They
have thus provided one of the most blatant examples of
hypocrisy in international affairs.

54. We have no desire to criticize the Western Powers
as SUCh. We wish that they were on the side of the
freedom-fighters-at least some of them. But with the
exception of some Scandinavian countries, those
Powers seem to ha:ve largely abandoned the moral
values they profess in the pursuit of the fabulous
profits derived from the oppression of the African
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p~ple in the southern part of Africa. We find them
solidly ranged against action to end apartheid and
colonialism. It pains us to see that those who talk the
loudest about freedom, democracy, justice and so on
in their own countries are the very ones who have,
in more than one way, perpetuated actions designed
to assist in the trampling underfoot of these same
principles in the southern part of Africa.

55. In short, they have become the main props of the
Lisbon-Pretoria-Salisbury axis. It is because of their
equivocation and complicity that this unholy alliance
is able to defy and challenge 'the United Nations and
redouble the oppression of the African people. It is
their attitude that makes the struggle for the libera
tion movements very difficult.

56. As the Kitwe Seminar has stated in its final
declarations:

"The international community must now face the
immediate consequences of the violence which past
failures to act effectively have made inevitable,
recognize the reality of this revolutionary situation,
and reassess its role in this context.

"The Seminar does not subscribe to the view that
the United Nations no longer has a useful role to
perform. On the contrary, its responsibility for
halting through energetic international action the
danger of an escalation of violence has become even
more important." [A/6818 and Corr.1, para. 124.]

57. We therefore urge that the United Nations should
act now with a sense of urgency and in all seriousness.

58. We call for the implementation of the many reso
lutions adopted on the southern African problems,
which have remained meaningless for want of sincere
co-operation by certain Powers which collaborate
with these oppressive r~gimes.

59. We call for an unequivocal recognition of the
legitimacy of the struggle of the oppressed people
for freedom and dignity, for all appropriate support
for this struggle, and for an end to all collaboration
with the oppressors, who are enemies not only of the
Afrioan people but of the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations.

60. We call urgently for the crushing of the racist
minority r~gime in Southern Rhodesia as a matter
of priority, ane we warn that this necessitates effective
action to prevent South Africa and Portugal defying the
resolutions of the Security Council.

61. We call on the Security Council to assume ef
fectively its responsibilities under the Charter and to
take decisive action-not ineffective action-against
the unholy alliance in southern Africa in the light of
the resolutions adopted by this Assembly by impres
sive majorities. We call on all States to support such
action, and particularly appeal to the Great Powers
and to the Powers which still collaborate with the
oppressive r~gimes in southern Africa to heed the
overwhelmlng opinion of Member States' and co
operate in facilitating and implementing action by
the Security Council.

62. I need not dwell on the gravity or the urgency of
the situation in southern Africa, as the Secretary
General has repeatedly drawn the attention of this

Organization to it. In fact, many Western statesmen
even the Tories b the United Kingdom-have recog
nized that in southern Africa the world is faced with
an explosive situation which may seriously endanger
relations between large segments of humanity.

63. The present conflict in southern Africa may not
be impressive in relation to the wars ofother parts of
the world. But as the Right Rev. C. Edward Crowther,
Bishop of Kimberley-who has since been deported
from South Africa-said at the Pacem in Terris Con
ference in Geneva in May 1967:

"The next decade could well see in southern Africa
the emergence of a situation which could show up
Viet-Nam as a merely localized conflict. The rejec
tion of apartheid, colonialism and racism by those
who have suffered so long could well develop into a
world-wide movement which rejects racism as the
delineation between the haves and the have-nots."

64. It is our earnest hope that enough wisdom will
prevail over the situation in southern Africa and that
another major conflagration, even more serious in
magnitude and more disastrous in consequence, will
be averted by timely action. The time to act is now:
otherwise it may be too late.

65. Let me now turn to the problem ofdecolonization
as a whole. First, regarding the question of small
Territories, I know that this problem is currently
being widely discussed by many scholars. To me, the
problem of small Territories should be a problem
that the colonial Powers must allow to be the role of
the United Nations. Otherwise we are bound to have a
lot of unnecessary conflicts-conflicts that are not
only unnecessary but that can definitely be easily
avoided. For instance, I should like to point out that
many of the conflicts we have had in the Caribbean
Territories could easily have been avoided if the
United Nations had been allowed to perform its role,
but due to the refusal of the administering Power we
are now faced with some conflicts which are abso
lutely unnecessary. Therefore I do hope that this
Assembly will come up with some definite sugges
tions on the problem of small Territories. On the
other hand, I want to stress that whatever other solu
tions may be suggested they must be supplementary
to the principles of self,-eletermination and independ
ence; whatever other suggestions maybe forthcoming,
they must inevitably be bound up with what the Com
mittee of Twenty-Four is doing. I say this because of
late we have seen a number of ideas, some of which
are out of line with these principles.

66. There are small Territories which, after se1£
determination, may wish to be independent and yet
remain outside the membership of this Organization.
Such States may have certain arrangements with other
Powers.

67. It is my delegation's opinion that such States
must have some kind of link with the United Nations
so that in the event of any problems arising their
complaints and problems can be processed through
the right channels within this Organization.

68. Secondly, I want to emphasize the question of
visiting missions. It is now nearly seven years since
the Committee on Decolonization was appointed. It is
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therefore necessary that some new fields of working
relationships be tried. Time and again, either in the
Committee of Twenty-Four or in the Fourth Commit
tee, we are told by colonial Powers what a wonderful
job they are doing in their colonial Territories. Some
times, of course, we are told of the special difficulties
that these Powers have to face in such Territories.

69. The Committee of Twenty-Four and the Fourth
Committee have on numerous occasions suggested
visiting missions either from the Special Committee
or from any other commission appointed by this
Assembly. Yet to date the reply has always been
negative. Let me, for instance, give a concrete
example. Take, for example, the question of Fiji.
On several occasions the United Kingdom repre
sentative, Lord Caradon, has spoken with passion of
the so-called special problems that his Government
is encountering in Fiji. With all his liberalism on
decolonization, Lord Caradon would not accept the
idea of a Visiting mission to Fiji.

70. It is sometimes suggested privately that the
leaders of the people in these Territories do not
want any visiting mission from the United Nations. I
very sincerely doubt that this is the case. Let me point
out that the colonial Powers cannot expect the Com
mittee of Twenty-Four or the membership of this
Organization to continue to take their word on colo
nies as factual as long as they do not allow the United
Nations to play a positive role in this field. After all,
we are always being told that in the colonial Terri
tories they are doing a wonderful job andhave nothing
to hide. If that is the case then they should allow the
United Nations to go into their colonial Territories
and gather facts and the opinions of the people on the
spot. I appeal to the colonial Powers to allow the
United Nations to make this positive contribution. I
have said that, though it is difficult to open old wounds,
I should like to give the example of South Yemen,
which became a republic just a few days ago. I am
convinced that if the United Kingdom Government had
allowed a visiting mission to Aden, had allowed a
visiting mission to what is now the Republic of Southern
Yemen, many of the lives which were lost as a result
of the struggle could have been saved. For it is only
in this way that tile United Nations can be familiarized
with the situation in those Territories. If I mentioned
the United Kingdom and Lord Caradon, it was merely
to cite an example. Othbl'wise, this is true of ot.her
colonial Powers-for instance, Australia, the United
States, Portugal and the others.

71. Let me now turn to my third point-and this is
in connexion with the wishes to the coloni~edpeoples.
I should like to suggest that the United Nations or
ganize a conference of all the political leaders from the
colonial territories so that, at leastfor once, this body
can hear those leaders; so that, at least for once, this
Organization can have recommendations from the same
people who are fighting for their very independence.
I know the Committee of Twenty-Four has always pre
sented a lot of documentation, but it is my feeling that
such a conference could bring out some very useful
suggesUons on decolonization for the consideration of
this august body. In making this suggestion I am fully
aware of its financial implications; but, for heaven's
sake, let us not be told that this cannot be done on

financial grounds. Such a seminar or conference
could be organized by the Secretariat of the United
Nations in consultation with the Committee of Twenty
Four. I do hope that Members of the Assembly will
examine this proposal.

72. Finally, let me say that the colonial problem has
been, and continues to be, a product of Western im
perialism. As long as this problem continues, it must
remain a shameful thing for the Western Powers.
Therefore, it is the same Western Powers which can
determine whether its elimination will be by armed
revolution or through peaceful channels. The indication
is, however, that the Western Powers want colonialism,
especially in southern Africa, to be eliminated through
an armed struggle-a violent struggle. Otherwise they
would have given this Assembly some concrete pro
posals to end a condemned and evil system of which
they have been prime builders. Let me assure them
that all their economic interests lie in the goodWill of
the very people they are now helping to suppress.
They must know that there is so much to be gained,
from all angles, in terms of freedom, independence
and human dignity. For them the consideration will be
mutual benefit, rather than exploitation and oppres sion.

73. Let me repeat what I said a few minutes ago: It
is this Assembly which must act; and perhaps the right
time is now. The people of southern Africa-and, in
deed, the colonized people of the world-are deter
mined to be free; and it is this Assembly which will
in a way contribute to the determination of how many
people must be murdered in southern Africa and how
many must be killed, in order to bring the principles
of the Charter on the equality of men into reality in the
colonized part of the world.

74. Mr. MWEMPU-SAMPU (Democratic Republic of
the Congo) (translated from French): The considera
tion of agenda item 23 offers us an opportunity to make
a general statement, recalling the ways and means
whereby the Congolese delegation intends to contribute
effectively to the implementation of the General As
sembly's Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

75. The second half of our century has been marked
by the liberation of most of the peoples of AElia and
Africa, long SUbjected to coloniall'~gimes that were
contrary to respect for the principles of equal rights
and the self-determination of peoples.

76. Twenty-two years after the signing of the Charter
of the United Nations by fifty-one nations and seven
years after the adoption by the General Assembly of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)],
our Organization today consists of 122 Member States,
and soon more will come to swell the ranks of free
peoples joined together in this international family.
This vast surge of liberation is largely due to the ef
forts of the Organization, for certain Members which,
under Article 73 of the Charter, were responsible for
administering Non-Self-Governing Territories with
a view to ensuring, with due respect for the culture of
the people concerned, their political, economic and
social advancement, and to developing self-govern
ment, have failed in their sacred trust. What could be
more lawful then, than for the United Nations, in its
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which handicap the harmonious development of the
present or future interests of the indigenous in
habitants. who are entitled to use their own natural

"The idea that has presided over the decoloniza
tion of the whole world is just and well-founded. We
of the Congo are here to bear witness to that. It
would be contrary to elementary logic, therefore,
to allow this idea to be flouted." Y

79. We have noted with deep satisfaction that the
Special Committee is sparing no effort in carrying out
the difficult task entrusted to it by the General As
sembly in the decolonization process. Its studies or
reports on each Non-Self-Governing Territory are
always most helpful in the consideration and adoption
of recommendations on behalf of the dependent Terri
tories. Meetings away from Headquarters, or the
despatch of special sub-committees to those Terri
tories, enable the oppressed peoples, through their
liberation movements, to make themselves heard
directly and to give an accurate picture of the effects
of the United Nations recommendations as regards
the emancipation of the peoples of these Territories.
We must, therefore, deplore the unco-operative atti
tude of certain Administering Powers which refuse to
open the gates of the Territories under their domina
tion to the special visiting missions which the United
Nations has decided to send there. These Powers,
and certain other Members of our Organization, are
thus still trying to undermine the efforts of the United
Nations to speed the process of decolonL~atjon.

80. In addition to these obstructive factors there
are the activities of the foreign economic monopolies
which draw great profits from the colonial r~gimes
and do their utmost to perpetuate them. We must
therefore greet with enthusiasm resolution 2288
(XXII) J recently adopted by an overwhelming majority
of the General Assembly, which strongly condemns

"..• the exploitation of colonial Territories and
peoples, and the methods practised in the Terri
tories under colonial domination by the foreign
financial, economic and other interests.•• "

78. In this connexion, my P '"Id of State, Citizen
Josl9ph Desir~ Mobutu, open.... ,he ses~ion of the
Special Committee at Kinshasa, ~m 29 May last, said:

"If the goals which the former colonial peoples
have struggled to attain are just, and if they have
been recognized by the overwhelming majority of
States, there is no valid reason why these principles
should be misunderstood or rejected in any part of
the world.
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,11 historic Declaration of 14 December 1960, to turn its resources and to profit from them. To deprive them
1.::1':,1 attention to the struggle being waged by dependent of this right is tantamount to robbery.
I'!! peoples to recover their inalienable right to freedom, 81. Those interests, which help to obstruct the de-
'~ dignity and independence. velopment of the indigenous inhabitants, are deaf to

77. It is at this point that one should stress how criticism and indifferent to pressure, stolidly con-
decisive a role has been and is being played in respect tinue to perpetuate the colonial r~gimes in Afri ...~a,
of the implementation of this Declaration by the Com- Asia and in the Pacific and Atlantic regions. It is in
mittee of Twenty-Four. The balance-sheet is im- order better to counteract the undermining efforts
pressive; but we cannot slacken our efforts as long of these forces hostile to decolonization that pressing
as a single oppressed and colonized people remains appeals have been made to the specialized agencies
in the world. and international organizations associated with the

United Nations to join with th~ voting majority in the
Organization to deny any further assistance to the
humiliating r~gimes of Pretoria, Salisbury and Lisbon.

82. These agencies should turn towards the colonial
peoples who are fighting desperately to free them
selves from this alien grip and should co-operate
with the nationalist movements through the intr:lr
mediary of such regional organizations as, in the
case of Africa, the Organization of African Unity•

83. The United Nations has, of course, always re
affirmed the inalienable right of the colonial peoples
to freedom and independence and has recognized the
legitimacy of the struggle they are waging to attain
that right. It is with this noble aim in view that recom
mendations denouncing the behaviOl.·r of the Adminis
tering Powers and of foreign monopolies which refuse
to subscribe to the implementation of resolution 1514
(XV) and the application of resolutions calling on
Member States and specialized agencies to lend the
necessary moral and material assistance in restoring
the rights of the colonial peoples, have always been a.
dominating feature of our work here.

84. Unfortunately, these resolutions break down at
the implementation stage, because of the refusal of the
opposing factors to which I have already referred to
co-operate in the work of the United Nations on 'behalf
of the liberation of the dependent peoples. The size of
the colonial picture in the world is by no means small,
and this calls for a few brief observations on our part.

85. On the African continent the unhappy spectacle
of southern Africa, where the Pretoria, Salisbury and
Lisbon r~gimes band together to constitute a bastion of
white racism and colonialism, is hr from reassuring.
The racist fortress being built in tMs part of Africa
cleariy runs counter to the purp::>ses and principles of
the United Nations, and as such it should be dismantled
without delay, for if maintained it offers ::m inevitable
launching pad from which the forces of evil can attack
the young African Republics. The recent attack on my
country is a grave instance of this.

86. The security of the new African States will be
fragile as long as there are still strategic enclaves
along the coast; in this connexion, the fact should be
brought out that an airfield has been built on the island
of Sao Tom~ to serve as an emergency base for jet
fighters, and that the Cape Verge archipelago is being
used to relay a major uuderwater telephone cable
linking Europe and South Africa. The colonial r~gimes
ruling in these enclaves, in the hands of the reaction
aries, must be removed, so that free Africa can be
still freer.
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87. To close this chapter on colonialism in Africa,
let us note that there are certain colonial situations
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which have special features; I refer to Gibraltar,
French Somaliland, Ifni and the Spanish Sahara. The
non-administering Powers directly concerned in the
solution of the questions that have arisen in regard
to these Territories should bear in mind that their
rivalries and disagreements will r~ot promote the
decolonization of the disputed Territories. It is the
principle of self-determination for the peoples of these
Territories that should be at the core of their d~ep

disqUiet over the determination of the future stabs of
these Territories.

88. The time has come, therefore, to re0all that the
Charter of the new Organization of African Unit lays
down the principle of respect for the frontiers, arti
ficial though they may be, that ensue from colonial
r~gimes. This consensus has been reached in order
to help strengthen the feelings ofunity and brotherhood
among the African peoples, for any questioning-some
times on. very compreherlsible grounds-of these fron
tiers, or the resurrection of territorial claims, would
undOUbtedly launch Africa on a downhill path of divi
sion and permanent conflict among its members.

89. As for the colonial territo:ries 5.n the Pacific and
Atlantic regionr-, the principle of their emancipation
cannot be caJ~ed in question, for the concept of inde
pendence-b' the terms of the Charter of the United
Nations wllich proclaims the equality of nations-does
not 'reV),te merely to territories of a certain size or
popuhtion. It is incumbent upon us to promote the
acc8ssion of these peoples to sovereignty and, once
they have acqUired that status, to guarantee their
territorial integrity, and to call for increased assist
ance from the specialized agencies to help these
peoples to build their nations.

90. As my delegation sees it, most of the information
on these territories comes from the reports of the
Special Committee. Accordingly, my delegation be
lieves that the following measures and principles
should be applied in tlIese territories:

(1) The Administerin~ Powers should hasten the
constitutional evolution of these Territories, for the
slownes s that marks the se reforms merely delays
Htilllonger the accession of these territories to self
determination.

(2) The inadequacy of education and training facilities
seriously handicaps the progress of these peoples
toward.s the conquest of theil' independence. There is
no need to stress that it is the special duty of the
specialized agencies to watch over this aspect of the
social development of these colonial Territories.

(3) The problems arising out of the dimensions,
isolation and sometimes limited resources of these
Territories should not in any way delay the imple
mentation of General Assembly resolution 1514 +XV).
We believe that the only way to allow the peoples to
express their views freely on the future status of their
Territory is by popular consultation through recog
nized democratic processes. The Administering
Powers are openly seeking to make the economies of
these Territories dependent upon the requirements of
the military bases which are installed there, and in
this way they count upon forcing these populations to
choose association with them. These manreuvres are
forcing these peoples to live in permanent dread of

their countries' economic collapse if they choose any
other status than association with the Administering
Power. It is for this reason that not only must the
military bases be evacuated, but the Administering
Authorities, are under an obligation, in co·-operation
with ad hoc bodies of the United Nations, to reconvert
the eCvnomic structures of those territories so as to
reduce their economic dependence on the Adminis
tering Powers and thus enable them to decide freely
on the future of their Territorjes.

(4) Lastly, an interesting trend which is beginning to
emerge and develop among territories of very small
dimensions was revealed to us by Mr. Roger Fisher,
of the island of Anguilla, when he submitted his peti
tion on 8 December to the Fourth Committee (1743rd
meeting). This petition'3r implied that, for a small
territory of restricted area, instead of complete in
dependence there might be association with the United
Nations, rather than association with an Administer
ing Power under the auspices of the United Nations.
This petitioner's suggestion merits special attention
from the Organization, because it shows the ardent
del ire of the peoples of small territories to safeguard
the prerogatives and attributes of sovereignty.

91. In the opinion of my delegation, the few principles
and measures that we ~ave just indicated should guide
the activities of the United Nations on behalf of the
decolonization of colonial Territories situated in the
Pacific and Atlantic regions.

92. The Democratic Republic of the Congo, which has
such long common frontiers with one of the last strong
holds of moribund colonialism, is physically aware that
the liberation of the colonial peoples cannot be regarded
as something that has been accomplished. Peace and
security will still be threatened as long as any part of
the universe is under foreign domination.

93. The Congo must share the joint responsibility for
contributing to the implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples. It shonld be recalled that during the year
now ending the Special Committee, at the invitation of
the Congolese Government, held its session at Kinshasa
at the very time when there were warships stationed in
the port of Lobito to intimidate the Congolese Govern
ment. The Special Committee was able to see for itself
the wretched lot of our impoverished brother peoples
in Angola, fleeing their burning villages after repeated
bombings by Salazar's forces, simply because Portugal
regards Angola as a European territory. This is, indeed
madness!

94. At a more regional level, thE:' Congo allowed the
Co-ordination Committee for the Liberation of Africa
to sit at Kinshasa to review the problems arising out
of the continued existence of colonialism in Africa.
This Committee, which is an organ of the Organization
of African Unity, is a vivid illustration of all indigenous
Africa's constant desire to participate in the efforts of
the United Nations to do away with foreign domination
of other peoples. This healthy co-operation between the
OAU and the United Nations in this very specific field
is a clear sign of the commingling and complementary
character of their objectives, particularly as regards
the liberation of still-enslaved peoples,
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103. Finally, the United Nations is being put to a test
because decolonization is one of the few issues on
wl:.ich there eXists-apparently at least-almost com
plete unanimity. within our Organization. The over
Whelming majority of nations stand united against
colonialism with no more than two or three isolated
r~gimes openly taking the opposite view. Under these
circumstances, the stubborn resistance of those
regimes constitutes a defiant challenge to the United
Nations. I should like to add that the task and the test
which we are facing are of a most urgent nature. The
situation in colonial Territories is by no means static.
In one after another of those Territories the people,
determined to achieve freedom and independence, and
faced with stubborn resistance and growing arrogance
on the part of their oppressors, are inescapably em
barking upon the road to armed struggle. We now have
major wars of liberation going on 1.n the Portuguese
Territories; we have a guerilla struggle in Southern
Rhodesia and in South West Africa, and the United
Nations has repeatedly recognized the legitimate
nature of those struggles.

104. All those considerations emerged very clearly
in the debate of the Fourth Committee during the
present session. We reviewed the progress of the
implementation of the anti-colonial Declaration Terri-

gorical terms. Yet today the problem still stands on
our agenda; and let it be said at once, the situation
is far from satisfactory.

99. First, we do note with satisfaction the accession
to independent statehood of the People's RepUblic of
Southern Yemen and of Nauru, but otherwise, after
years of very encouraging achievements, final decolo
nization has come up against a wall of surprisingly
effective resistance. It is the obligation of the United
Nations to overcome this resistance, and the test con
sists in its ability to meet this obligation.

100. Secondly, what is at stake here is not an issue
of minor or secondary importance. but a most funda
mental obje0tive of our Organization, and one of both
political and moral character. The failure to see it
through would be a major defeat for the United Nations,
its authority and 1tS prestige. How long indeed can we
continue to adopt resolutions, appeals, recommenda
tions and condemnations while a handful of colonial
r~gimes make a mockery of them?

101. Thirdly, the existing situation constitutes a
source of serious tension and a direct threat to the
peace. This has been clearly stated in a number of
United Nations resolutions and documents; and yet,
statements to this effect have again met with reserva
tions in the course of our debates in the Fourth Com
mittee during the present session.

102. Let me recall, therefore, that the colonial
r()gimes in southern Africa consthute a direct threat
to the security and territorial integrity of the neigh
bouring States; that Angola under Portuguese adminis
tration has been used as a training ground and base for
mercenary troops invading the Democrp.tic Republic of
the Congo; that South Africa has been sending its
armed forces into Southern Rhodesia; that numerous
small colonial Territories' of the big Powers have been
turned into a system of military bases, thus becoming a
source of increased tension, and so on.

-----~-n-:;::-~-~h-en-t-y---S~-d-S-e-s-~-n-~-~-M-OO-ti_~-----~--.-~1.-'--4-:~~.---

95. In this connexion, this eloquent passage from the
statement made on 4 October at the 1683rd meeting of
the Fourth Committee by the new Under-Secretary for
Trusteeship and Non-Self-Governing Territories, Mr.
Djermakoye, is highly significant:

"While our century is distinguished by the innumer
able successes of science and technology, while man
now controls nature and has at his disposal vast
technical resources, our conscience cannot allow
millions of human beings to continue to be denied
their most elementary right, namely the right to
control their own destiny.

"At a time when man is at the same time und.er
the constant threat of mass destruction and at the
point of conquering space, one can only deplore the
exis"ence of an intolerable contradiction and a fright
ful anachronism, namely, that peoples are still suf
fering under ~olonial dominion and deprived oftheir
basic rights.

"At a time when the world should be aware of its
solidarity, when co-operation between nations should
be given ever-increasing expression, it is regret
table that certain Powers continue to hesitate to
order their relations with the peoples whom they ad
minister. Evidence shows that co-operation between
former administering Powers and former colonial
Powers is not only possible but feasible, since all
must co-operate if ultimately the interests of every
one are to be ensured.. " (A/C.4/689.)

96. At the end of his statement, the Under-Secretary
made "an appeal to the Administering Powers •.• an
appeal to reason, an appeal to accelerate the process
of decolonization so that the world may at last know
an era of justice and peace in a renewed equality be
tween free men and nations." (Ibid.)

97. Such a fervent appeal cannot remain a dead letter.
For its part, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
which, in the sombre aftermath of its accession to
independence had to have recourse to the United
Nations to re-establish its territorial integrity so
gravely threatened by international high finance,
and which, in the course of its existence, has more
than once called upon the same Organization to end
the aggression of which it was the victim, feels this
appeal deeply and wishes to reaffirm that if the United
Nations is to remain universal and democratic, it must
respect the rule of the majority. The strength of an
institution like ours comes from the good faith with
which all its Members agree to submit uneqUivocally
to the recommendations it adopts, for the impasse
reached by the League of Nations is still a lesson of
history which in my delegation's view should inspire
the behaviour of all the Members of the United Nations.

98. Mr. SZYMANOWSKI (Poland): The issue of final
decolonization presents a moot important test for the
United Nations, and in more than one sense. First, it
is an old problem and its solution is long overdue.
Almost a quarter of a century has passed since the
equal rights of all nations to independence and
sovereignty were solemnly proclaimed in the Charter.
Seven years ago the historic Declaration on the Grant
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
[resolution 1514 (XV)] formulated the position of the
United Nations on this matter in very clear and cate-
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110. The other essential factor responsible for the
persistence of colonialism is the role played by the
vested interests, the foreign monopolies operating in
dependent Territories. That factor has come to the
fore again and again, when ~ver any United Nations
body probed the situation in any non-self-governing
Territory. But this year, for the first time, the matter
has been placed as a separate item on the agenda for
our session, and that ought to be welcomed as a very
significant step forward in the process of decoloniza
tion. Without a proper diagnosis of the true forces
behind colonialism, the struggle against it cannot be
brought to a successful end. These monopolies, the
true heirs to the tradition of colonial exploitation,
have now been branded as the major obstacle in the
road of colonial countries and peoples to independenue.

111. These two forces are closely interrelated and
cannot be viewed separately. Monopolistic interests
do not come from nowhere. They originate from cer
tain countries and those countries, far from bridling
them and curtailing their activities, protect and assist
them in every conceivable way f indeed encourage their
continuing expansion. Here again, the abundance of data
brought forward by the documents considered at thir
session, and in the debate itself shows clearly that the
United States, the United Kingdom and the German
Federal RepUblic are chiefly responsible for the exist
ing situation.

112. The attitude of these countries so eloquently
described a moment ago by the Ambassador of Tan
zania gives not only material support to the colonial
r~gimes but political encouragement as well. It was
none ether than Portugal who kept asking for 1'011

calls whenever we came to vote on the anti-colonialist
draft resolutions in the Fourth Committee and in the
plenary sessions. They want to know who their friends
are and their officials have been bragging about the
results of votes shOWing the support lent to the cause
of racism and colonialism by the big Powers of the
West. Indeed this year's session has shown that the
colonial r~gimes have grown more defiant and arro
gant than before.

113. The key to the situation in the field now under
review lies in the attitude of the Member States of

108. The case of Southern Rhodesia provides a good
example. We have, on the one hand, a neighbouring
country like Zambia going to considerable sacrifice
and hardship in an honest effort to implvment faith
fully the sanctions imposed, severing its natural
economic ties with Southern Rhodesia; on the other
hand, we have the United Kingdom, a major Power
and the administering Power, bearing the main re
sponsibility and pretending to lead the struggle against
the illegal rebel r~gime, declaring openly at the outset
that it will never resort to the use of force and, what
is more, that it will never engage in what it calls
economic war against the main allies of that r~gime.

109. Further examples could be cited, such as the
assistance offered to Portugal by her NATO allies
while she is engaged in suppressing the liberation
movement in her colonies, or the continued co
operation with South Africa, which refuses to recog
nize the United Nations decisions depriving her of the
mandate over South West Africa.

1627'i:h meeting - 12 December 1967

107. Colonialism is not particularly popular in the
world today. It would take a good deal of political
courage to come out openly in its defence. That is
why we are Witnessing a very unsavoury show of
hypocrisy and political double-talk. The big Powers
of the West-above all the United States and the United
Kingdom-pay lip service to anti-colonialism; they
generously express their disfavour with colonialism
and racism; they even join in anti-colonial declara
tions-but at the same time they effectively protect,
support and assist the condemned r~gimes. Whenever
it comes to the introduction of any effective measures
against those r~gimes, these Powers oppose it. When
such measures are adopted, they by-pass or flout them.

106. Those isolated minorities of white racists are
not our real adversaries in the battle for decoloniza
tion. They would not survive another day if it were not
for the formidable forces that stand behind them; and
until those forces are clearly recognized, exposed and
condemned, we shall make little progress in our tasko

It seems that this year's debates have marked a step
forward in that respect. The debates made it very clear
that two factors were chiefly responsible for the
present situation-that is, for the resistance and sur
vival of colonialism. They are: the Western Powers
which lend their support to colonial r~gimes, and the
foreign monopolistic int":'rests reaping super profits
from colonial Territories and working hand-in-with
those r~gimes.

tory by Territory, and the conclusions of our discus
sion were hardly encouraging. One might say that the
remaining strongholds of colonialism have grown
stronger; that the process of decolonization in its final
stage has suffered a setback; and that the colonialists
now appear to be more arrogant and defiant than be
fore. Nowhere can this be seen more clearly than in
the south of Africa D and I think it is hardly necessary
to point once again to the role played by what has come
to be known all over the world as the unholy alliance
of racist and fascist forces in that part of the continent.
Our efforts to cope with these forces have so far been
abortive. It is by now obvious to all that the system
of selective sanctions introduced against Southern
Rhodesia has failed to produce the desired results.
The decision concerning South West Africa remains
unimplemented. Portugal is more than ever deter
mined in her refusal to recognize the right Gf the mil
lions of Africans in her colonies to self-determination.

105. I said a moment ago that the results of the de
bates in the Fourth Committee were not encouraging.
Yet by no means would I call them fruitless. We have
certainly made progress in revealing and exposing the
real and essential factors of a situation that is some
thing of a paradox. Speaker after speaker pointed to
these facts: some 200,000 white people holding Southern
Rhodesia with her 4 million indigenous inhabitants;
some 20,000 Whites from South Africa holding South
West Africa with her population of about half a million
people; the small, poor and backward Portugal not
only holding the enormous Territories of Angola,
Mozambique and Guinea (Bissau) but waging war there
against millions of people; and that with the united
support of practically the whole of the outside world
standing behind those millions of enslaved people.
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the United Nations. It has been found out again and
again that peace is indivisible. So is freedom. Certain
trends in the present climate of international relations
are not conducive to the bringing down of the forces of
colonialism. Armed aggressions, whether in Viet
Nam, or in the Near East, or anywhere else, being
manifestations of imposing a country's way on others
by force and violence encourage the racist colonial
regimes to act in the same spirit. The sight of the
big Powers clinging to their overseas territories for
military purposes of their global strategy, without any
regard for the interests and aspirations of the local
population, sets an example for the regimes bent on
brutal exploitation and oppression.

114. I have mentioned before the case of South Africah
troops invading the territory of Southern Rhodesia.
When this was discussed in the Fourth Committee, the
representative of South Africa came forward with a
statement that this was a normal lawful international
practice. The Committee was so shocked by this
amazing contribution to international law that it de
cided to bring this declaration to the notice of the Sixth
Committee for consideration [A/C.6/383].

115. The attitude of all Member States will decide
whether we pass the test before In order to do
away with colonial exploitation and racial discrimina
tion, the ugly praf.}tices of apartheid, and the defiant
resistance of colonial r~gimes, we need united action
on the part of the United Nations. In order to achieve
unity of action, we must clearly recognize and point
severely to those who undermine and thwart our ef
forts, whether openly or indirectly. And this is the
first conclusion of this year's debates.

116. Secondly, the situation in the Territories under
review is characterized now by an increasingly drama
tic struggle led by the liberation movements. The
United Nations has more than once recognized it to
be a legitimate struggle. Practical conclusions ought
now to b~ drawn from this. They go in three direc
tions: First, all must be done to enforce the binding
decisions of the United Nations aimed at cutting off all
aid and assistance to the colonial r~gimes. Secondly,
effective help must be provided by the United Nations,
the specialized agencies, the Member States, and the
various international organizations to the people in
those Territories struggling for their freedom. This
means both political and moral and material support
to meet the immediate needs of the present day as
well as those connected with these peoples preparing
themselves for their future independent existence.
Thirdly, a definite effort must be made by the United
Nations, particularly by its Office of Public Informa
tion, to publicize much more widely than so far the
problems of decolonization, the true picture of the
colonial system and of the forces standing behind it,
as well as the facts about the present liberation
struggle.

117. Finally, the General Assembly ought to consider
the past and the future work of its own organ, the Com
mittee of Twenty-Four. Poland feels honoured to serve
on this Committee and we think it deserves much
appreciation for its honest and very fruitful efforts.
The Committee has done much to bring home to all
of us the salient facts on colonialism. Ithas also done
much, especially through its field sef'lsions in Africa,

for the colonial peoples by hearing their p~ight and by
demonstrating to them the active interest of the United
Nations. The Committee should by all means continue
its work of exposing facts about the colonial system,
of probing every deeper its true mechanism, finding
out about the needs and aspirations of the people in the
colonial countries and pointing the way to their realiza
tion. The initial groundwork has been done and it would
now be worthwhile to consider the best directions and
methods for further endeavours. My delegation is of
the opinion that the Committee, having probed exten
sively into the situation in the various Territories,
should now concentrate on pursuing further a more
synthetical study of the general elements common to
nearly all colonial Territories in the same vein as it
tackled the role of foreign economic interests.

118. To quote just one example of matters deserving
thorough research, the Committee might take up the
role assigned to colonial Territories in the global
military policies of the big Powers of the West. We
should also insist that the various administering
Powers let the Committee's visiting missions enter
the Territories in order to gather the necessary in
formation for the General Assembly. In this con
nexion, one must not forget that apart from Terri
tories formally recognized as dependent, there are
others which, in spite of the various forms of legal
status they have, are actually in a colonial sit'uation.
This may be illustrated by the example of the numerous
letters of petition coming to the United Nations from
Puerto Rico and other Territories.

119. I have pointed to many discouraging elements of
the situation with regard to the progress of decoloniza
tion. Let me not, however, conclude on a note of pessi
mism which indeed is not called for. The progress is
slow and the obstacles formidable. Yet the ultimate
outcome cannot leave any doubt whatsoever. There is
nQ force in the world that could halt the millions of
people determined to h~.'Te their freedom and enjoying
the support of the rest of the world in this aspiration.
The very fierceness of resistance on the part of the
colonialists is the best proof that they realize the
hopelessness of their cause. The last word is being
and will una,Toidably be spoken by the peoples con
cerned themselves.

120. Regardless of all the patronizing declarations
by the colonial Powers concerning their record of
"offering" independence to colonial peoples, all the
experience so far shows that freedom has to be won
through hard and determined struggle. This, however,
does not detract from' the responsibility of the United
Nations to do its utmost to assist such a struggle.

1?1. This is not only a political issue but a moral
one, above all. And this brings me, in conclusion, to
one argument which has repeatedly come up in all
debates on these problems. Those speaking against
the basic force of colonialism, namely the unholy
conspiracy of monopolistic business and colonialist
policies, have been accused time and time again of
introducing ideological accents into a matter-of-fact
debate, of making ideological propaganda.

122. The Polish delegation for one does not consider
it is something to deny, to be embarrassed or ashamed
of. Of course, it is basically a question of ideology
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and a matter of principle, an issue on which there is a
natural division of positions. As a socialist country,
we stand firmly on the side of freedom, independence
and sovereignty for all nations and against any form of
colonialism, oppression and exploitation. These happen
to be the principles of the United Nations Charter it
self-in our view, a document of ideological character.

123. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): Be
fore going on to the next item on the agenda, I should
like to remind representatives that the General As
sembly decided this morning (1626th meeting) to close
the list of speakers on agenda item 23 tomorrow, Wed
ne3day 13 December, at six o'clock.

AGENDA ITEM 70

Question of Oman (concluded):*
~ Report of the Special Committee on the Situation

with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(£) Report of the Secretary-General

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/6966)

124. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): We
return now to agenda item 70, on which the Assembly
will now vote. I put to the vote the draft resolution
recommended for adoption by the Fourth Committee
and appearing in the Committee's report (A/6966,
para. 10).

The draft resolution was adopted by 72 votes to 18,
with 19 abstentions {resolution 2302 (XXII)].

AGE NDA IT EM 64

Question of South West Africa (continued):*
(g) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation

with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(El Report of the United Nations Council for South
West Africa;

(£) Appointment of a United Nations Commissioner
for South West Africa

125. Mr. BOUATTOURA (Algeria) (translated from
French): When, a year ago, the General Assembly de
cided to terminate South Africa's Mandate over South
West Africa and to assume responsibility itself for
leading, that Territory to independence [resolution
2145 (XXI)], there were great hopes that the situation
would evolve in accordance with the ideals of the
Charter.

126. A majority of Member states had in fact ap
proved that decision, bearing in mind the complexity
of the problem and the difficulties it raised. They
realized that their action could succeed if and only
if they maintained their harmony and co-operation.

127. They also realized that the ending of the Mandate
would be a decisive step only to the extent that sup
plementary and effective action was taken to confirm
its significance. Nevertheless, when 'our Organization
began to examine the real content of its responsibili
ties, as regards both nature and dimensions, a con-

·Continuation of the debate at the 1625th meeting.

troversy sprang up which could obviously only dissi
pate the efforts already made by Member States and
les sen the effectiveness of their actions.

128. Some delegations rejected the idea of direct
United Nations responsibility for the administration
of the Territory. Others, while admitting the principle
of the administration of the Territory by the United
Nations, tried to prevent any practical steps being
taken to allow the organ charged with its administra
tion to carry out its duties. Moreover, these same
States advocated as a first step the opening of a dia
logue with the South African authorities.

129. Along with several other delegations the Algerian
delegation had expressed doubts concerning the provi
sions of resolution 2248 (S-V) , which recommended the
dialogue with the South African authorities. Of course
our delegation understood the concern of those delega
tions which wanted a gradual implementation of the
provisions of the resolution, and we pay a tribute to the
wisdom that this implies, just as we recognize the de
sirability of a dialogue and of contact. Nevertheless, in
the present case, it would be misjudging the situation to
believe in Pretoria's goodWill. How can we conceive of
a dialogue with South Africa when for twenty years, in
reply to our exhortations, this country has been pur
suing a policy of oppression and contempt for the deci
sions of our Organization?

130. How, indeed, can we hope for a conciliatory atti
tude on the part of South Africa when it defies the
aspirations of the entire international community?

131. My delegation also regretted that no effective
measures were envisaged to enable the United Nations
Council for South West Africa to carry out the duties
and responsibilities entrusted to it by the General
Assembly.

132. Despite our doubts, and without hopin~ for too
much, we nevp-rtheless rallied to the majority of
States Members of our Organization, so as to help to
maintain the spirit in which resolution 2145 (XXI) had
been adopted. But what has been the attitude of the
South African authorities towards the wish of Member
State's to promote, with their assistance, a peaceful
settlement in accordance with the hopes of all the in
ternational community? The South African authorities
have not changed their attitude and, continUing their
so-called administratior , have speeded up their policy
of annexation and partitL.ln without the African popula
tion of the Territory having had any opportunity to ex
press their opinion on the institutions they wish to
have. However, it has been possible to hear these
views on certain occasions, and that has incited the
Pretoria Government illegally ·to extend the provisions
of the Terrorism Act of 1967 to the Territory of South
West Africa. Any legitimate resistariCe was thus dubbed
terrorism, and consequently thirty-seven inhabitants
of the Territory have been arrested for so-called
violations of this illegal Act. Indeed, one of them has
since died, as a result of torture inflicted on him during
interrogation.

133. These arrests took place after the General As
sembly had revoked South Africa's Mandate over South
West Africa. It was therefore in flagrant violation of
that decision and against the unanimous wish of the
international community, which no longer recognized
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any South African right over the Territory, that these
steps were taken.

134. This is how Pretoria responded to the hope that
was expressed that a dialogue might be established
between the international community and the South
Afric.an authorities. These authorities have refused all
contact and rejected all the decisions of the General
Assembly. Have they not declared inter alia that the
adoption of resolution 2145 (XXI) is illegal and invalid?
Have they not rejected the letter addressed to them by
the United Nations Council for South West Africa?
The Council's report rightly brands this attitude when
it says:

".•• the attitude of the Government of South Africa
constituted a flagrant violation of the General As
sembly and an outright rejection of its resolutions
2145 (XXI) and 2248 (S-V)" [A/6897, para. 15].

135. If we analyse the situation today, we find, on the
one hand, that South Africa is not disposed to respect
the most recent decisions of the General Assembly,
nor is it desirous of co-operating with the United
Nations Council on South West Africa so as to enable
it to carry out the duties and responsibilities with
which it has been entrusted. As a result, this organ,
set up by tile General Assembly, has been unable to
carry out the task assigned to it under resolution
2248 (S-V) , which was to administer South West Africa
until it became independent, with the widest possible
participation by the people of the Territory.

136. Obviously, this task can be undertaken only if
there is an effective transfer of responsibilities. How
ever, Pretoria's attitude precludes this for the time
being.

137. On the other hand, the General Assembly has
recognized its direct responsibility as regard s the
administration of the Territory and has taken con
crete steps to assume that responsibility. The estab
lishment of the United Nations Council for South West
Africa was the first effective step towards a full and
complete take-over of the administration of the Terri.
tory. Today it is obvious that because of Pretoria the
Council cannot carry out the functions assigned to it,
and our first duty mus: be to enable it to do its work
by taking the appropriate measures.

need to adopt an attitude in compliance with the deci
sions of t~e United Nations.

139. Taking as our basis the policy followed by South
Africa for the past twenty years, we suggested at the
twenty-first session that the measures just mentioned
should be considered. Several delegations, including
our own, had in fact voiced serious doubts as to the
likelihood of a change of policy on the part of South
Africa, unless it was forced into it.

140. After rnore than a year of fruitless efforts, we
must now put the Administering Council in a position
to discharge its task, as it has defined it itself in its
report:

"••• the Council reaffirmed even more strongly
its determination to seek by all means to obtain the
implementation of the General Assembly resolutions,
notwithstanding the present attitude and actions of
the Government of South Africa" (Ibid.].

141. The implementation of these resolutions is a
duty of all states, for our mandate invests us with a
responsibility and obligations such that the future of
the people and the Territory of South West Africa
depend on them.

142. At the special sessj.on of the General Assembly
on South West Africa, the Algerian delegation declared
[1505th meeting] that it was the duty of all States, and
not merely that of a limited number, to put into opera
tion the process of independence for South West Africa
and to guarantee its sovereignty and territorial in
t.egrity. It is a common responsibility which we must
share. Today we are more convinced than ever that
without the efforts of us all, we shall not achieve the
aim we have set ourselves. But we should like to add
that although, at the special session on South West
Africa, we agreed to restrain our action with a view
to giving those who still believed in Pretoria's good
will an opportunity of proving that they were right,
today, faced with South Africa's total refusal to co
operate, we no longer have the right to temporize.

143. We must take concrete and effective steps to
enable the United Nations-and in particular the
United Nations Council for South West Africa-to as
sume its responsibilities and discharge its functions.
Consequently, we must approach the Security Council
and call upon it to demand of South Africa that it

138. By including paragraph 5, section IV, in reso- should respect the decif3ions of the General Assembly
lution ?248 (S-V), the General Assembly had already and allow them to be implemented. If necessary, the
asked the Security Council "to take all appropriate Security Council could ensure that its demand is
measures to enable the United Nations Council for complied with through the application of the measures
South West Africa to discharge the functions and provided for in the Charter.
responsibilities entrusted to it by the General As-
sembly". It is time: for the measures in question to be 144. Lastly, the Assembly must also protest against
taken so that the United Nations Council onSouth V/est the sO-1alled sentence of the thirty-seven men im-
Africa can carry out its task effectively. On the basis prisoned for the violation of an illegal Act. This Act
of this paragraph, the Security Council could, in the is a flagrant contradiction of the provisions of resolu-
first place, ask the SouthAfrican allthorities to respect tion 2145 (XXI) and calls for a vigorous condemnation
the Assembly's decisions and not to impede the task of on our part and for a demand for the immediate release
the United Nations Council for South West Africa. The of the prisoners and their repatriation.
Security Council might also envisage taking steps 145. Mr. EL KONY (United Arab Republic): Although
against the Pretoria r~gime if it persists in its nega- one year has elapsed since the Gen~ral Assembly
tive attitude. Chapter VII of the Charter provides for terminated the Mandate of South Africa over the Terri-
measures which might possibly be taken against the tory of South West Africa [resolution 2145 (XXI)] and I
Pretoria regime, for unfortunately it would seem that decided almost unanimously to assume direct respon-l

" , . _.:~,Y_,~:~~e~i~ action can persUll<!e Squth Africa ofth:" ","ibilltY of administration, the United Nations is not .,' I,
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157. It is now examining all ways and mea. ;; of
carrying out, as far as possible, some of the func
tions and responsibilities entrusted to it. For example,
the Council had received requests from some South
West African nationals that it issue passports to them
to enable them to travel, since they still carried South
African passports. Such action by the Council to exer
cise the administrative and legislative powers as far
as the situation allows it to do is no innovation in
practice or in law.

158. The Territory of South West Africa is in fact
under belligerent occupation by South Africa. That
occupation must not be allowed to suspend or destroy
the authority of the United Nations over the Territory.
The Council's powers of administration over South
West Africa include exlusive jurisdiction over all
South African persons and over all things in the Terri
tory. The Council must not be prevented from doing
now what it can do were it in the Territory. It should,
therefore, exercise all possible powers of administra
tion and legislation. In this regard, the Member States
are expected to co-operate with the Council in dis-

151. Such an attitude on the part of South Africa did
not co'me as a surprise to any of us. In fact, it was ex
pected by the Members of the General Assembly even
before adoption of resolution 2145 (XXI) and resolution
2248 (S-V) of the fifth special session. This explains
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yet able to carry out that responsibility. South Africa, why the General Assembly in resolution 2248 (S-V),
which, in the words of the General Assembly, "has no requested the Security Council:
other right to administer the Territory''', continues to "t tak 11 . t t bl th

. . ... dl' I t' 0 e a approprla e measures 0 ena e e
exerClse t~e powers of ad~llmstr~tIon an e~ls a lon, United Nations Council for South West Africa to
in total deflance of the Umted NatlOns authonty. discharge the functions and responsibilities en-
146. By paragraph 2 of part IV of General Assembly trusted to it by the General Assembly".
re~olution,2248 (S-V) ~ of the fifth special ~ession, the 152. 1 hope that by now all Members have realized
Umted N~tlons CounCl} for South West AfrlCa has been that any contact with South Africa will not produce
requestea: anything new nor have any effect on the attitude of

"to enter immediately into contact with the authori- South Africa.

~ies of South Afri~a in order to lay down procedur~s, 153. Faced with this situation, the United Nations
In accordance wlth General Assembly resolutlon C ·l.{: S th W t Af' h . f r d the. f ounCl J.or ou es rlCa as m 0 me
2145 (XXI) and the present resolutIon, or the trans- I A bl th t th f I f So th Af .. ' 'f . n Genera ssem y a e re usa 0 u rlCa
fer of the admlmstratlOn 0 the Terrltory. •• • t t . th 'I t t· f th G 1o co-opera e ln e lmp emen a lon 0 e enera

147. The United Nations Council on South West Africa, Assembly resolutions makes it impossible for the
at the very beginning of its work, took the initiative in Council to discharge effectively all of the functions
contacting the authorities of South Africa. That initia- and responsibilities entrusted to it by the Assembly.
tive was met on the part of the South African authori- The Council for South West Africa was left, there-
ties by impudent rejection of the resolutions of the fore, as a result of the attitude of South Africa, with
General Assembly and by challenge of the United no alternative but to seek the assistance ofthe Security
Nations authority. Council [A/6897, paras. 18 and 19.]

148. This is clearly reflected- in the letter of the 154. In paragraph 6 of resolution 2248 (S-V) obvious
Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Africa in which stress was laid on the role of the Security Council
he stated: in assisting the Council for South West Africa to dis-

"The South African Prime Minister himself has charge its functions.
on a number of occasions, since the adoption of the 155. The United Nations Council for South West
resolution, stated that the South African Govern- Africa, recommended to the General Assembly that
ment considers the resolution as illegal. n [A/6897, it should request the Security Council to take appro-
annex H.] priate action in accordance with section IV, para-

He we t on to state that: graph 5, of resolution 2248 (S-V) of the fifth special
n session so as to enable the Council for South West

"In purporting to terminate, unilaterally, South Africa to discharge all its functions and responsibili...
Africa's right of administration of South West ties effectively [ibid., para. 19]•
Africa, the majority in the General Assembly
therefore acted in conflict With one of the basic 156. It is our hope that the Security Council, and in
principles upon which Members joined the Org-ani- particular its Permanent Members, will heed the
zation." (Ibid.] . appeals of the General Assembly and act in accord-

ance with the Charter of the United Nations and fulfil
149. The Prime Minister of South Africa, in ex- its obligations. Meanwhile, the Council for South West
plaining the position of South Africa on the resolu- Africa will continue to perform its functions, within
tions of the General Assembly on South West Africa, the limitations imposed upon it by the attitude of the
stated, in an address to the Congress of the Nationalist South African authorities.
Party on 1 November 1966:

"As for the question of what we are going to do
about this decision and what the Government's advice
to you is-I say go on with your work. We will con
tinue to administer South West Africa as we have
always done and we will carry out what has been
planned, taking into account the demands of the
times." [A/6700/Rev.1, chap. IV, para. 16.]

The Prime Minister of South Africa put emphasis on
the fact that South Africa will carry out what has been
planned, namely, the annexation of the Territory to
South Africa.

150. That iS t briefly, the attitude of the South African
Government towards the resolutions of the General
Assembly and towards the United Nations Council on
South West Africa.
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charging its functions, particularly because the reso
lutions of the General Assembly have binding force
in this specific case.

159. By paragraph 7 of resolution 2145 (XXI) the
General Assembly called upon South Africa to refrain
and desist from any action, constitutional, administra
tive. political or otherWise. which will in any manner
whatsoever alter or tend to alter the present inter
national status of South West Africa. Yet South Africa
continues to exercise all administrative and legislative
powers. even in a manner contrary to all rules of inter
national law and elementary human rights. The illegal
arrest and trial in South Africa of thirty-seven South
West African nationals is but one example. Not only
have these nationals been arrested and deported to
South Africa. but also they have been charged with of
fences under the South African Terrorism Act, which
by its very terms is clearly a violation of fundamental
human rights.

160. The problem we are facing today is of a different
character. We are not merely faced with the denial of
self-determination by an administering Power, or by
a refusal of the administering Power to respect the
recommendations of the General Assembly, we are
faced with a belligerent application of a territory which
is under the United Nations administration. It is within
this context that the problem of South West Africa
should be dealt with. Otherwise, we would be stepping
backwards to the point before the adoption of resolution
2145 (XXI).

161. As the Council on South West Africa rightly said:

"The Council considers that the continued presence
of South African authorities in South West Africa
constitutes an illegal act, a usurpation of power and
a foreign occupation of the Territory which seriously
threatens international peace and security." [A/6897.
para. 18.]

162. May I draw the attention of this Assembly to the
fact that tens of thousands of the people of South West
Africa have always looked, for twenty years, toward
the United Nations to save them from the tyranny of
the South African r~gime. They pin their hopes in this
Organization for two reasons: firstly, it is the inter
national community. represented by the League of
Nations. which entrusted the administration of the
Territory to South Africa. Secondly. it is the United
Nations. by its actions during the last twenty years
and, in particular, by adopting resolution 2145 (XXI),
which has encouraged and strengthened their hopes.
In spite of the disappointment of the colonial peoples.
particularly the people of South West Africa, in the
United Nations,. yet, peaceful people have never ceased
to regard the United Nations as the guardian of
morality, justice and rule of law.

163. In conclusion, I wish to sum up the condition of
my delegation as follows: Firstly, the General As
sembly should condemn South Africa for its rejection
of the resolution [2248 (XXI)] of the General Assembly
and for its refusal to co-operate with the United
Nations Council on South West Africa. Secondly. the
continued presence of the South African authorities in
the Territory of South West Africa should be con
sidered as a usurpation of power, foreign occupation
and an act of aggression against the Territory.

Thirdly, the Security Council has the obligation to
enable the Council on South West Africa to discharge
the functions entrusted to it. Fourthly, the Council on
South West Africa should exercise all administrative
and legislative powers required to establish the
authority of the United Nations and which could help
the people of South West Africa. Fifthly, all States
should be called upon once again to render all possible
moral and material assistance to the Council on South
West Africa in the discharge of its functions. Sixthly,
those States that. through their co-operation with South
Africa, have encouraged South Africa to defy the
authority of the United Nations, should be called upon
to refrain from assisting So~th Africa. Finally, the
Council on South West Africa should be requested to
draw up a plan for the development of South West
Africa in all fields. In this regard the specialized
agencies should be requested. to render to South West
Africa technical and financial assistance, through a
co-ordinated emergency programme, in co-operation
with the Council.

164. Mr. PASHA (Pakista,n): The General Assembly
took a momentous decision at its twenty-first session
when it overwhelmingly decided to terminate the
Mandate conferred. on South Africa in respect of the
territory of South West Africa and to assume direct
responsibility for its administration, with a view to
enabling its people to exercise the right of self-deter
minat'lon and to achieve 1Lndependence [resolution2145
(XXI)]. It was noteworthy that this decision had the
near unanimous sUppOJct of the membership of this
world body including the two super-Powers. General
Assembly resolution 2145 (XXI). embodying this im
portant and historic decision, was accordingly ac
claimed as a major triumph in the struggle against
retrograde forces of racism which have been under
mining the security and well-being of the indigenous
people of southern Aft:ica.

165. In accordance with the provisions of General
Assembly resolution 2145 (XXI) the Ad Hoc Committee
for South West Africa was constituted and charged
with the task of recommending practical means by
which South West Africa should be administered so
as to enable the people of the Territory to exercise
the right of' self-determination and to achieve inde
pendence. In pursuance of its directive the Ad Hoc
Committee, on which Pakistan had the honour to serve
along with thirteen other Member States, submitted
its report to the General Assembly at the fifth special
session held in April this year.Y For reasons already
known to the distinguished representatives, the Ad Hoc
Committee was unable to submit a unanimous recom
mendation. However, it submitted for consideration of
the General A".ssembly three specific proposals and
some suggestions for the discharge of the direct re
sponsibility assumed by the United Nations. The pro
posal submitted by the four African Members and
Pakistan had called for the establishment of a United
Nations machinery for direct administration of the
Territory. These proposals had also envisaged im
plementation procedure for the installation of the
United Nations machinery in the Territory. The pro
posals tabled by the Latin American members of the

y Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifth Special Session,
Annexes, agenda item ~l. document A/6640.
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Ad Hoc Committee were similar in most respects to
tile Afro-Pakistani proposals except for the provisions
relating to implementation.

166. Under the Afro-Pakistani proposals the General
Assemtily was to have declared South Africa's refusal
to transfer the reins of administration to the United
Nations in the Territory, and the continuance of the
illegal administration therein, as an act of aggression
against the Territory and its people.

167. Furthermore, the General Assembly was asked
to recommend to the Security Council action under
Chapter 7 of the Charter to oblige compliance by South
Africa with the decision of the General Assembly and
secure the vacation of the Territory. The Latin
American proposals on the other hand did not spell
out any action by the Security Council in respect of
implementation. The implementation pare of these
proposals was based on the premise that South Africa
might yet be persuaded to accept the decision of the
General Assembly to terminate the Mandate and agree
to the transfer of power in the Territory to the United
Nations administration.

168. As it will be recalled, these proposals called
upon the United Nations Council for SouthWest Africa,
which is to assume direct responsibility in the Terri
tory, to enter immediately into contact with the
authorities of South Africa in order to lay down pro
cedures, in accordance with resolution 2145 (XXI) for
the transfer of the administration in the Territory.
The third proposal tabled by the Western countries
did not envisage direct United Nations administration
and was couched in terms signifying acquiescence in
the continued de facto administrative presence of South
Africa notwithstanding termination of its Mandate.

169. With a view to reconciling the divergent points
of view, the Afro-Asian delegations, during the
course of the fifth special session, held extensive
consultations with the members of the other regional
groups. Thanks to the spirit of co-operation and under
standing, they were able to iron out their differences
with the Latin American group. As the gap dividing
the points of view of the Afro-Asians and the Western
countries was rather wide, it was not possible to ar
rive at a mutually acceptable agreement with them. It
will be recalled that~ -following the negotiations, the
Afr'o-Asian and Latin American delegations jointly
tabled a revised draft resolution which was subse
quently adopted by an overwhelming majority [reso
lution 2248 (S-V)]. In accordance with that resolution
the Council for South West Africa was constituted
and has embarked upon its functions. Pakistan is
privileged to serve on this Council.

170. In pursuance of the directive given by the
General Assembly the Council on 28 August, through
its President, addressed a communication [A/6897,
annex I] to the Foreign Minister of the Republic of
South Africa requesting him to indicate the measures
that his Government proposed to take to facilitate the
transfer of the administration of the Territory. Al
though more than two months have elapsed since then,.
the South African Government has not even acknowl
edged receipt of this communication. On the other hand,
the Foreign Minister of South Africa addressed a com-

munication to the Secretary-General dated 26 Sep
tember of this year [ibid., annex IT], setting out the
views of his Government in regard to the decisions
on' South West Africa taken by the General Assembly
during the twenty-first session and the fifth special
session. In this communication the South African For
eign Minister referred in passing to the communication
from the President of the Council for South West
Africa.

171. The defiant attitude of the Pretoria authorities,
as clearly reflected in the communication from the
South African Foreign Minister addressed to the
Secretary-General and in several other statements of
the white minority leaders of South Africa, was not
unexpected. For twenty years the Republic of South
Africa has defied the Organization and frustrated the
efforts of Member States to persuade it to co-operate
in enabling the people of South West Africa to exer
cise their rights in accordance with the Mandate and
the Charter of the United Nations. We had, therefore,
no illusions about the response of the South African
authorities to a clear-cut call from the General As
sembly to vacate the Territory of South West Africa
and to haad over its administration to the Council for
South West Africa.

172. In the light of the long and bitter experience,
the Afro-Asian Member States of the United Nations,
during the fifth special session; had urged adoption of
implementation procedures calling for action by the
Security Council to oblige compliance by South Africa.
Our proposals in this regard were, unfortunately,
misunderstood. We were accused of unreasonableness.
We were told that we were spoiling for a fight and a
direct confrontation with South Africa. We were coun
seled to established a dialogue with the South African
authorities, in the first instance, to effect the transfer
of administration of the Territory. Speaking in plenary,
the permanent representative of Sweden stated:

"It is, of course, not possible to be optimistic about
the result of an attempted contact. But the attempt
has to be made in order to explore fully the chances
of a peaceful solution and to prepare for further
United Nations action in the matter." [1507th meet
ing, para. 9.]

173. Several other delegations also urged the neces
sity of establishing contact with the de facto adminis
tration in South West Africa as a preliminary step
towards the assumption of direct responsibility. Speak
ing 011 this aspect of the matter, the permanent repre
sentative of Denmark stated:

"It seems to me to be evident that, in ·order to
carry out its tasks, whatever they may be, it will
be necessary for this body to come into contact
with, on the one hand, representatives of all sections
of the people and, on the other hand, the Government
of South Africa. n [1514th meeting, para. 6.]

He went on to say:

"in the interest of broad support for the next steps
to be taken, I find contacts with South Africa appro
priate both because that is a practical necessity and
because it will clearly demonstrate to everyone con
cerned whether the envisaged procedure is likely to
lead to any progress at all" [ibid., para. 6h
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174. Urging establishment of contact with the de facto
South African authorities, the representative of Chile
stated:

"We are well aware that no one could accuse the
United Nations of undue impatience in the long
drawn-out business of South West Africa, and if at
the end of it all sanctions do prove essential, the
responsibility for bringing them about will fall not
on us but on those who stubbornly refuse to pay
heed to the sense of justice of the international
community." [1504th meeting, para. 125.]

He went on to say:

"We do not wish it to be said that the General
Assembly itself has closed the door to a possible
change of attitude on the part of the South African
Government." [Ibid., para. 126.]

175. In deference to the wishes of our Latin Americall
colleagues and the urgings of other delegations, the
Afro-Asian MegJ-ber States agreed to make explicit
provision in the draft resolution for the establishment
of contacts by the Council for South West Africa with
the de facto administration for the sole purpose of es
tablishing procedures for the transfer of administra
tion. Any idea of a negotiated settlement with South
Africa was clearly ruled out.

176. The publicly announced refusal of the South
African Government to co-operate with the Council
for- South West Africa in the implementation of the
General Assembly resolutions has placed serious
obstacles in the way of the effective discharge of the
responsibilities of the Council for South West Africa.
As the Council has stated in its report to the General
Assembly [A/6897], the Government of South Africa is
not only defying the United Nations, but is continuing
to act in a manner designed to consolidate its control
over South Wes t Africa. The action of the South African
authorities in carrying out a number of previously
postponed decisions leading to greater racial segrega
tion, including the setting up of institutions of so-call'3d
tribal self-government in Ovamboland, is indicative of
the irresponsible and defiant attitude of South Africa
towards the decisions of the United Nations.

177. The world community has also noted with con
cern the arrest, deportation and trial in Pretoria of
thirty-seven South West Africans charged with of
fences under the South African Terrorism Act. The
Council for South West Africa has voiced its concern
and indignation at this illegal action by the South
African authorities and has called upon them to respect
the international status of South West Africa and to
release the South West Africans now undergoing trial
in Pretoria.

178. The world community has once again been pre
sented with another challenge to its authority by the
South African administration. My delegation believes
that the world community should deal effectively with
the continued defiant posture of the South African
authorities. The response of the United Nations should
be firm and prompt. Any other action will undermine
the trust of Afro-Asian countries in the determination
of this Organization to uphold the Principles and Pur
poses of the Charter.

179. The South African authorities have frustrated
the effective discharge of the functions and responsi
bilities of the Council for South West Africa by re
fusing to lend their co-operation. It is now incumbent
on the General Assembly to take suitable action to
enable the Council to discharge its functions and
responsibilities effectively. The continued presence
of South African authorities in South West Africa
constitutes an illegal act and a usurpation of the
powers and responsibilities of the United Nations.
As pointed out by the Secretary-General in his intro
duction to the annual report, meaningful progress in
decolonization in South West Africa can take place only
if effective pressure is brought to bear by the Security
Council. My delegation fully shares the views ex
pressed by the Secretary-General that unanimity in
deploring an existing situation should be accompanied
by an equally unanimous sense of responsibility and
Cteterminati9n to remedy that situation.

180. Guided by those cons~.derations, the Council for
South West Africa has recommended for consideration
by the General Assembly that it should take the neces
sary measures, including addressing a request for
appropriate action on the part of the Security Council
in accordance with operative paragraph 5 of part IV
of resolution 2248 (S-V), to enable the Council to dis
charge all its fu.nctions and responsibilities effec
tively [A/6897, para. 19]. My delegation believes that
it will be necessary now for the General Assembly to
recommend to the Security Council actio~ llnder Chap
ter 7 of the Charter to oblige South Africa to comply
with the decision of the United Nations on South West
Africa. Any delay or hesitation on the part of the United
Nations in responding to the challenge from South
Africa is likely to undermine the authority of this
world Organization and embolden the racist minority
regimes in southern Africa to pursue their nefarious
activities with impunity. As pointed out by my Foreign
Minister in his general statement in the Assembly on
10 October:

"It is now incumbent on us to overcome the ob
stacles placed in the way of effective implementation
of the Assembly's decisions. Heavy responsibility
for their fulfilment continues to rest with the per
manent members of the Security Council and the
major trading partners of South Africa." [1584th
meeting, para. 143.]

181. During the fifth special session of the General
Assembly, the Afro-Asian members of this Organiza
tion demanded realistic and., firm action to compel
South Africa to relinquish its authority in South West
Africa. In deference to the wishes of our Latin Ameri
can colleagues and of other delegations, the Afro
Asian members agreed to defer their proposal in that
regard. Unfortunately, as a result of the deferment of
firm action by the United Nations, we are witnessing
a situation in South West Africa which is worsening
from day to day and threatening tc pose a threat to the
maintenance of international peace and security in that
region. My delegation believes that the United Nations
cannot afford to keep tinkering with the problem by
resorting to half-hearted and ineffective measures.
The time for such measures in the southern half of
Africa is long past. The United Nations must act
positively and with expedition. The clock of progress
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in South West Africa cannot be put back; it can only
go forward if the world is to be spared the horrors
of a racial conflict. My delegation therefore com
mends for the consideration of the Assembly the
recommendations of the Council for Southwest Africa
contained in its report [A/6897, paras. 18 and 19], and
hopes that they will be adopted by an overwhelming
majority.

182. Mr. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): The tenor of the
discussion on South West Africa indicates the ever
growing resistance on the part of the forces of im
perialism, colonialism and racism to the will of the
overwhelming majority of States Members of the
United Nations. Opposing independence for the people
of South West Africa are the same reactionary and
imperialist forces as are supporting colonialism in
other parts of the world, engaging in armed aggression
in South-East Asia and supporting aggression in the
Middle East. It is a known fact that the southern part
of Africa, especially South West Africa, has been given
a special role to play in the plans of international
imperialism.

183. As has been repeatedly pointed out here, this is
due both to the rich natural resources of that country
and to its strategic position. South West Africa has
become an important link in the chain of the last re
maining colonial bastions. In defiance of United Nations
resolutions the South African racists have extended to
South West Africa the same regime of oppression and
terror against the indigenous population that prevails
in Pretoria.

184. The South West African patriots who call for
the liberation of their native land are subjected to cruel
persecution. arrest and torture.

185. The illegal arrest by the authorities of South
Africa of dozens of fighters of the South West African
People's Organization who are still in the arbitrary
power of the police has been condemned in resolutions
adopted by the Special Committee on the Situation with
Regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples (the Committee of Twenty-Four) and by the
whole of progressive world public opinion.

186. In that connexion, the Soviet Government strongly
supports the African delegations' demand for urgent
oonsideration of the question of condemning the racist
regime's illegal arrest, deportation and imminent
trjal of thirty-seven South West Africans fighting for
the freedom and independence of South West Africa•
It is essential that the General Assembly immediately
demand their release.

187'. We also think that on the basis of paragraph 2
of the draft resolution [A/L.536] the Governments of
the United States of America and the United Kingdom
must forthwith take the measures necessary to com
pel the racist r~gime in Pretoria to discontinue this
illegal trial, to release the thirty-seven patriots fight
ing for their national liberation and to repatriate them
to their O\:n country, South West Africa.

188. The actions of the South African racists are a
threat not only to the people of South West Africa but
to the other African peoples as well. It is a known

fact for example, that police and troops of the South
African racist r~gime are patrolling South West
Africa's borders with Angola and Zambia.

189. In pursuing their policy of repressing the
national liberation movement, the racists are relying
on a closely knit system of military bases situated
both in the Republic of South Africa itself and in South
West Africa. Walvis Bay, the largest part of South
West Africa, has been turned into a naval base,
constructed with assistance from the Federal Republic
of Germany. Military engine(ering work is constantly
in progress also at the air bp~e in the Kaprivi Strip,
an important strategic region of South West Africa
adjoining Zambia and Angola.

190. It should be pointed out that this policy is being
pursued in close contact with the Portuguese colo
nialists and the racists of Salisbury. What is being
carried out is, as has already been pointed out here in
the debate on South West Africa, a policy aimed at the
dismemberment-of the Territory of SouthWest Africa.
For this reason the Sovie:t delegation inthe Committee
of Twenty-Four. supported the resolution [A/6700/
Rev.1, chap. IV, para. 185J which has been mentioned
here, adopted by the Committee on 19 JW1e and re
affirming the territorial integrity of South West Africa
and condemns the measures taken to alter the status of
Ovamboland.

191. We ask, what are the real reasons Why the South
African racists are able to ignore the decisions of
the United Nations. about which enough has already
been said here? Our answer to this question is that it
has long been clear that the Republic of South Africa
alone, by itself and relying on its own resources,
would not have been able for so long to oppose the
legitimate demands of the States Members of the
United Nations. If this resistance to the decisions
of the United Nations continues, it is due primarily
to the active participation of the main tradb.g part
ners of the so-called Republic of South Africa ~~ it:,
racist policy. These main trading partners are~ in the
first instance, the United States of America and the
United Kingdom. The fact is that the ruling circles of
these countries continue as before to be motivated by
their own selfish political, economic. military and
strategic interests: precisely that is the reason Why
they continue to give manydiffe:.:'ent kinds of assistance
to the racist regime in PT.'eto!'ia.

192. That is why we wish to raise our voice here to
protest as strongly as possible against attempts to
pass over these obvious facts in silence. We are
raising our voice against attempts to hedge instead of
resolutely demanding that those principally to blame
for the tragedy of the people of South West Africa
should stop their criminal policy of direct and indirect
support for the shameful r~gime of the racists.

193. It must be noted, unfortunately. that the repre
sentatives of a number of countries claiming to be
sincere friends of the people of South West Africa
disregard these facts, which prove the direct responsi
bility of f J,e United States of America, the United King
dom and other Western Powers.

194. Yet it is clear that the United States and some
other Western countries which proclaim in words
their sympathy with the people of South West Africa
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204. This bloc has become a bastion of colonialism
and imperialism on the African continent and is lead
ing the struggle against the national liberation move
ment of the peoples still under the yoke of colonialists
and racists. This bloc also constitutes a serious
threat to the African States which have recently atw•

tained independence. The imperialists' idea is that
South West Africa should form part of a single geo
graphical land mass owned by the colonialists and
racists in southern Africa, the purpose of which is
to perpetuate their domination over the indiger.ous
African population of many millions.

205. The imperialists understand very well that,
were South West Africa to win true independence,
the monolithic nature of this bloc would be under
mined. That is the reason why the imperialists are
so stubbornly holding on to the Territory of South
West Africa and establishing there military installa
tions and bases where their armed forces may be
concentrRted.

203. The ruling circles of the United States and the
United Kingdom are, in the final analysis, responsible
for the creation in southern Africa of a bloc of colo
nial countries, including the so-called Republic of
South Africa, Soutltern Rhodesia and the countries
under Portuguese rule.

207. And here is another, no less distinguished wit
ness-to use the language of the high courts-Mr. Lang,
United States Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense.
This gentleman, speaking on 8 March 1966 about U1'lited
States military communications bases.in South Africa,
said:

206. It is not out of place to say a few words about
the strategic significance of the southern part of the
African continent. Let us tu.rn to a witness who is
the Assistant 3ecretary of State for African Affairs
of the United States. On 1 March 1966, Mr. Williams
said:

"The position of southe:rn Africa athwart the sea
route around the Cape of Good Hope makes its ports
highly useful logistically to the U.S. Navy, particu
larly in support of Atlantic Fleet ships en route to
and from Viet-Nam waters."

Caltex, Mobil Petroleum Co., American Metal Climax,
Newmont Mining Corporation and others continue to
operate in South West Africa.

201. As we have repeatedly emphasized, the high
profits reaped by the monopolies are derived from
the exceptionally cruel exploitation of the African
population. The foreign monopolies give a part of
the profits obtained in this manner to the South African
rulers to strengthen their racis t political and military
apparatus in South West Africa.

202. Because of the dominance of the foreign
monopolies and the South African racists over the
economy of South West Africa, agriculture, which is
preserved here and there by some of the indigenous
population, accounts for only 3.5 per cent of the
country's gross production. The economy is thus made
lopsided, precisely so that excess profits can be
extracted.
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and vote in favour of many of the resolutions adopted
by the United Nations in practice continue to sub
ordinate their policy with respect to the racists of
Pretoria to economic, military and strategic consi
derations and, animated by narrowly selfish impe
rialist considerations, continue in practice to give
broad support to the South African racists.

195. The fact is that the unprecedented statements
and actions of the representatives of Pretoria in
refusing to carry out United Nation~ resolutions are
prompted by precisely this support. This policy, which
is pursued by a number of Western Powers, is closely
bound up with the interest of the foreign monopolies
in keeping South West Africa a colony. The inter
national monopolies are subjecting the people of this
country to the most merciless colonial exploitation.
They are plundering its natural resources. This is a
fact; no one can deny that almost one-half of the
country's territory has been farmed out to a few large
foreign monopolies, dominated by United States,
United Kingdom and South African capital.

196. The De Beers monopoly operating through its
affiliate Consolidated Diamond Mines of South West
Africa Ltd. is particularly active in the Territory
of South West Africa. This imperialist predator has
seized almost the whole of the country's mineral re
sources. Suffice it to say that this monopoly recovers
approximately 70 per cent of the total, including 98 per
cent of the diamond yield.

197. The annual income of Consolidated Diamond
Mines alone amounts to almost double the country's
entire budget. The second largest mining company is
the Tsumeb Corporation, which is also closely linked
with United States and United Kingdom monopolies.

198. The same imperialist countries as before still
occupy the key positions in the economy and foreign
trade of South Africa. Approximately four-fifths of the
Republic's automobile and miscellaneous machinery
imports, for e:r~ample, come from the United Kingdom,
the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany.
The capital investment of these three countries consti
tutes the foundation of its economic structure. Let us
remember that the United Kingdom accounts for 60
per cent of all foreign investment in the Republic of
South Africa, while according to official figures the
share of the United States and the Federal Republic of
Germany is steadily increasing. Receipts from Unned
Kingdom investment alone bring in £60 million sterling
annually.

199. Ample documentation on the stranglehold which
the international monopolies of these and certain other
\Vestern Cou.ntries have on the economy of the Republic
of South Africa and South West Africa is contained in
the report of the Committee of Twenty-Four on the
activities of foreign companies in southern Africa and
other colonies. I refer to document A/6868 andAdd.l.
This material has been quoted in statements made by
delegations during the discussion in the Fourth. Com
mittee and also here, in particular during the discus
sion of the dire consequences of the activities of
monopolies in this part of the world.

200. In the scramble to extract maximum profits t the
United Kingdom oil monopolies like Shell and British
Petroleum, . and the United States monopolies like
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"[The United States of America] will continue to
need the tracking facilities [in South Africa] ••• in
connexion with the defense communications satellite
project."

208. The list of such statements could be continued
indefinitely, but I have said enough to show that these
more than frank statements call for no comment.

209. It should be pointed out that the relations be
tween the West German revenge-seekers and the
racists of Pretoria-those who, together with their
more powerful military and trade partners, are
responsible for the non-fulfilment of the repeated
decisions of the General Assembly-have recently
been developing with particular intensity.

210. In March of this year the so-called Prime
Minister of the so-called Republic of South Africa,
Mr. Vorster stated that over the last few years good
::"'elations had been established with the Bonn Govern
ment and that he saw no reason why those more than
cordial relations should not be further developed.

211. This statement is particularly interesting and
deserves the General Assembly's attention, because
the collaboration between the racist regime in Pretoria
and the Federal Republic of Germany is becoming in
creasingly dangerous to peace, inasmuch as it extends
not only to the economic but also to the military field.
Here are the facts. On 3 April 1967, Mr. Botha, the
Minister of Defence of the Republic of South Africa,
visited the Federal Republic of Germany to conduct
negotiations concerning the further development of
the joint manufacture of rockets and other modern
weapons. In accordance with these plans for joint
research, there was a ;return visit from the Federal
RepubliCl of German.y in the same month, April 1967.
A certain Hermann Obert. a West German specialist
in rocket manufacture and a member of th(~ neo-Nazi
party, visited the Tsumeb rocket base in South West
Africa in order to familiarize himself with the work
being done on the two-stage rocket Harp-3.

212. It is no secret in either the Republic of South
Africa or the Federal Republic of Germany that joint
work in atomic energy, including the manufacture of
atomic weapons, is going on full blast between the two
countries. In t}:lis, the imperialist circles of the
Federal Republic of Germany are availing them
selves of the services of the South African racists
for their own re-armament and for the armament of
these most implacable foes of African freedom, the
racist rulers in Pretoria.

213. In this connexion we cannot but fail to note the
contrast between this policy on the part of the re
vanchist circles of the Federal Hepublic of Germany
and the declaration by the German Democratic Re
public. I refer to document A/6941, circulated as an
official document of the General Assembly. This
declaration is founded on the peace-directed foreign
policy of the German Democratic Republic, which
consistently supports national liberation movements,
including those on the African continent. and it lays
emphasis on the threat to peace and international
security presented by the attempts to form a bloc
of racist regimes in Southern Africa.

214. I have enumerated all these facts in order to
show the political, military and economic reasons

why the imperialist Powers are playing a direct and
active part in everything concerned with the main
tenance of colonialism in South West Africa. That is
why the United States, the United Kingdom and the
Federal RepubJic of Germany are the States primarily
responsible for the fact that the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations have not so far been implemented.

215. During the debate on South West Africa at the
fifth emergency session of the General Assembly, the
Soviet delegation had an opportunity to explain the
Soviet Union's position on how the problem of South
West Africa could be solved.

216. Our position in that respect is based on the
Soviet Union's consistent and traditional policy, aimed
at giving every kind of support to peoples fighting for
their freedom and independence and at overcoming the
imperialist and colonial Powers' opposition to the
process of eliminating the last vestiges of colonialism.

217. In pursuance of this policy, we have supported
and are supporting the African and Asian States in
their efforts to liberate the people of South West
Africa from colonialism and the racist yoke and to
give the people of South West Africa the help they need
to establish a free and independent 'itate.

218. We still believe, as we did before, that to
achieve this goal the General Assembly will first have
to overcome the resistance of the ruling circles of the
United States of America, the United Kingdom, the
Federal Republic of Germany and various other
Western Powers.

219. We maintain that the only possible guarantee of
the unimpeded and independent development of the
people of South West Africa is the immediate granting
of independence to the country and the transfer of
power to the indigenous people.

220. The experience gained by the young States of
Asia, Africa and Latin America in their struggle for
liberation convinces us that only by transferring the
Government to representatives of the people can the
establishment of a new State be guaranteed.

221. We believ.e-and we should like to emphasize
this-that the necessary results cannot a.nd will not
be achieved by mere palliatives.

222. The period since the adoption of the latest United
Nations resolutions on South West Africa has shown
as the representatives of the African and Asian dele
gations who have spoken before me have said-how
futile it is to phice any hope at all in negotiations
with the forces of racism in Pretoria. The period
which has elapsed since the adoption of the latest
United Nations resolutions has confirmed the point
of view of the USSR and a number of other socialis t
countries concerning the necessity of resolutely de
manding that the Republic of South Africa should im
mediately and unconditionally dismantle the whole
military. police and administrative apparatus it has
set up on the illegally held Territory of South West
Africa, that the political prisoners should be released
and that conditions should be created propitious for
thle repatriation of those who are fighting fnr the
frt:'ledom and independence of South West Africa.
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223. We Gan hardly fail to draw attention to the fact
that many Western deleg~tionswhich have spoken. here
from this rostrum-and also in the corridors of the
United Nations-and which hypocritically pretend to
be the friends of Africa are ~ain bringing up the idea
of negotiations between the United Nations and the
racist regime of Pretoria. They are practically ready
to send a representative of the Secretary-General
there. Allow me to tell them that they have the wrong
address: it is not 'on Pretoria, but first of all on
Wash!ngton and London that the General Assembly
should bring the necessary pressure to bear to put
an end to the farce which is still being played out by
the ruling circles in those capitals.

224. Emphatic condemnation by the General Assembly
of the hypocritical policy of the United States and the
United Kingdom on the question of South West Africa
and the categorical demand of them that they take
urgent steps to implement the Assembly's resolu
tions-that is what is necessary. if progress is to be
made in this matter.

225. The successful solution 01 the question of grant
ing independence to the people of South West Africa is
directly related to the need for the main allies and
trading partners, as they are usually called, of the
Government of the Republic of South Africa to change
their policy of support for the criminal regime of
Pretoria.

226. That is why we propose that, together with the
forceful condemnation of the Government of the 30

called Republic of South Africa~and in this respect we
support the proposals made here concerning the con
demna~ion of this policy-the General Assembly must
no less forcefully condemn the policy of the United
States of America and the United Kingdom in regard to
South \Vest Africa. The General Assembly must de
mand of the Governments of both countries the im
mediate and unconditional cessation of any kind of
support for the racist authorities in southern Africa
in the form of trade, investment, military supplies
or in any other form.

227. As before, we consider that the General As
sembly should requil'.'e the Governments of the Ul,1ited
States and the United Kingdom to take effective diplo
matic, economic and other measures in relation to the
so-called Republic of South Africa, to secure the with
drawal of the South African racists from the Territory
of South West Africa.

228. We repeat that any attempt to circumvent this
problem, which has long since become the key to the
atta.inment of freedom and independence for the people
of South West Africa, can only worsen the situation and
in practice confer impunity on those guilty of continUing
their criminal policy with regard to the people of South
West Africa.

229. The Soviet Union delegation's approach to the
draft resolution which will be submitted for the General
Assembly's consideration will be governed by these
considerations and by the desire to contribube to se
curing fo1:' the people of South West Africa their in
alienable right to freedom and independence.

230. Mr. CERNIK (Czechoslovakia) (translated from
Russian): More than a year ago, in resolution 2145

(XXI) of 26 October 1966, the General Assembly al
most unanimously decided to terminate South Africa's
Mandate over South Wes Africa and to assume direct
responsibility for the Territory. The overwhelming
majority of States Members of the United Nations,
with the exception of only a few diehard colonialists
and their protectors, thus clearly showed that they
favoured the immediate liberation of SouthWest Africa
from colonial and racist rule.

231. A year after that resolution was adopted, how
ever, we must note with regret thi:1.t the efforts of our
Organization have been in vain and that there has been
no change in the situation of South West Africa and its
people. In noting this, we should like at the same time
to stress that the main responsibility for this rests ori
the Vorster Government, which systematically re
fuses to recognize the authority of the United Nations,
continues to pursue its own policy in SouthWest Africa
and is consequently one of the main obstacles to de
colonization throughout southern Africa.

232. The report of the Special Committee on the
Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to C01o
nial Countries and Peoples [A/6700/Rev.1~chap. IV]
and the report of of the United Nations Council for
South West Africa [A/6897] contain enough incontro
vertible facts to show that the reactionary policy of
the GOvernment of South Africa with regard to South
West Africa has been intensified and that the policy of
apartheid has been extended to that Territory, which
is gradually being annexed.

233. We find particularly disturbing the assertion in
the report of the Committee of Twenty-Four that the
implementation of the political recommendations of the
Odendaal Commission,Y which worked out a series of
broad measures for the political and economic sub
ordination of South West Africa to the Republic of
South Africa, is already far advanced.

234. The application of apartheid in all its ramifica
tions and the introduction of new terrorist legislation
against the National Liberation Movement and other
measures for strengthening the Republic of South
Africa's control over South West Africa, which many
delegations have spoken about here, constitute a glaring
violation of the international status of South West
Africa and are diametrically opposed to resolution 2145
(XXI) adopted at the General Assembly's twenty-first
session.

235. That is why the Council for South West Africa
notes repeatedly in its report to the General Assembly
that:

"••• the continued presence of South African
authorities in South West Africa constitutes an
illegal act, a usurpation ofpower and a foreign occu
pation of the Territory which seriously threaten
international peace and security." [A/6897, para. 18.]

236. The activities of the South African authorities in
South West Africa constitute a mockery of our Or
ganization and have ~herefore rightly been condemned
by various United Nations organs. The General As-

Y Republic of South Africa, Report of the Commission of Inquiry into
South West Africa Affairs, 1962-1963, Pretoria, Government Printer,
1964.
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241. Unless the Republic of South Africa were first
to accept resolution 2145 (XXI), negotiations with it
would be a step backwards and could not yield posi
tive results. The call for the commencement of nego
tiations is proof of the two-faced position of a number
of Western States, which, while wanting, through
negotiations, to compel the South African racists to
change their course, are at the same time, only
strengthening them in their intransigence by con
tinuing to give them support. Is this not rather an
attempt to gain time, so that international public
opinion may gradually come to accept the de facto
situation in South West Africa?

nODI-November 1970-2,300

The meeting rose at 6.50 p.m.

242. At the General Assembly's twenty-first ses
sion [1425th meeting] and its fifth special session
[1507th and 1517th meetings] the Czechoslovak dele
gation explained its views on how all these problems
could be most effectively solved. The factors which
have determined our position have not changed since
then. Recent events have not only offered nothing to
disprove, but have rather confirmed the correctness
of our position.

243. We have alwayi\ said, and we say again, that
the people of South West Africa must be granted free
dom and independence without delay.

244. The first and basic prerequisite for achieving
this end is that the South African racists leave South
West Africa, withdraw all their military and police
units; that all terrorist and discriminatory laws
throughout the Territory be replaced, all political
prisoners released and all those sentenced to exile
be given the opporbmity of voluntary repatriation.
Only in this way can the main obstacles to the libera
tion of the people of South West Africa be removed.

245. In our opinion, the General Assembly must ap
peal to all States, and primarily to those giving most
support to the Pretoria regime, to take decisive eco
nomic, diplomatic and other measures against the
Government of the Republic of South Africa for the
purpose of forcing it to withdraw from South West
Africa and to implement the provisions of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples and of resolution 2145 (XXI), adopted
at the General Assembly's twenty~firstsession in 1966.

246. The Czechoslovak delegation suggests that the
implementation of those provisions \{ould contribute
to the attainment of the ultimate goal-the independ
ence of South West Africa and the freedom of its
people.

247. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
remind you that at its 1625th meeting, the Assembly
decided that the list of speakers on agenda item 64
should be closed tomorrow, Wednesday 13 December,
at noon.

--...._-----

238. At present, whenever th6 p0licy of apartheid
pursued by the Republic of South Africa is discussed
in the various bodies, we observe a paradoxical situa
tion: all speakers, without exception, condemn the
policy of the South African racists, yet, to our great
regret, this unanimity of international opinion has not
found expression in a single international action which
might force the Pretoria regime, which is threatening
international peace and security as it is, to change its
policy.

239. Some Western countries-the most important
trading partners of the Republic of South Africa mong
the capitalist countries-are by their' assistance 'and
support merely encouraging the Vorster Government
in its insolence. This economic, financial and other
assistance is the main reason for the failure of our
Organization's efforts to force the Government of the
Republic of South Africa to withdraw from the Terri
tory of South West Africa. It is clear that the strategic
and economic interests of the United States, the United
Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany in that
part of the world are far more important to them than
the fate of the people of South West Africa and indeed
of all of southern Africa.

240. The discussion in the United Nations so far has
proved conclusively the futility of making speeches in
favour of independence for the people of South West
Africa and at the same time continuing to suppo:L't the
racists and colonialists in Pretoria. Not dnly is such
an approach self-contradictory; it actually impedes the
settlement of the South West Africa question and other
problems connected with the eradication of colonialism
and racism throughout southern Africa. Recently, the
efforts of some Western Powers have been directed
at obtaining United Nations recognition of the Republic
of South Africa as the de facto administering Power
for South West Africa and at initiating United Nations
negotiations with it. Negctiations about what we would
ask? On 25 September 1967 [1565th meeting], the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of South
Africa told the Secretary-General that the Republic
of South Africa would not relinquish South West
Africa. ThLt, surely, is a clear enough statement.
Not only is it completely and explicitly negative in
content; its tone, which the Czechoslovak delegation
st:rongly deplores, is self-assured and contemptuous.

Litho in V.N.

sembly must also condemn the application of the policy
of apartheid and racial segregation on the Territory
of South West Africa as a crime against humanity.

237. It is absolutely necessary that our Organization
should also take measures for the prompt release of
thirty-seven patriots unlawfully imprisoned by the
South African racists and now facing death in a
Pretoria prison. These measures are provided for
in the draft resolution submitted by fifty-eight States
[A/L.536]. The Czechoslovak delegation supports this
resolution and will vote for it.
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