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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IN PURSUANCE OF
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 552 (1984)

1. The Security Council, at its 2546th meeting on 1 June 1984, adopted resolution
552 (1984), the operative part of which reads as follows:

"“rhe Security Council,

"l. Calls upon all States to respect, in accordance with international
law, the right ot free navigation;

"2, Reaftirms the right of tree navigyation in international waters and

sea lanes tor shipping en route to ana from all ports and installations ot the
littoral states that are not parties to the hostilities;

"3. Calls upon all States to respect the territorial integrity of the
States that are not parties to the nostilities and to exercise the utmost
restraint and to refrain from any act which may lead to a further escalation
and widening of the contlicts

"4, Condemnhs these recent attacks on commercial ships en route to and
trom the ports of Kuwait and Saudi Arablaj;

"5. Demands that such attacks should cease forthwith and that there
should be no interterence with ships en route to and from States that are not
parties to the hostilities;

"6. Decides, in the event of non-compliance with the present resolution,
to meet again to consider eftective measures that are commensurate with the
gravity of the situation in order to ensure the treeaom of navigation in the
areas

"7. Reguests the sSecretary-General to report on the progress of the
implementation of the present resolution;

"8. Decides to remain seized of the matter".
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2. In view of my reporting obligation under operative paragraph 7 of the
resclution, I addressed, on 4 June 1984, messayes to all States, reterring to
resclution 552 (1984) and regquesting intormation on any incident or development
taking place after 1630 GMT on 1 June 1984 which, in each Government's opinion, was
relevant to the preparation of my report.

3. In order to supplement the information received rfrom Governments, 1 also
addressed, on the same date, a telegram to the Secretary-General of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), transmitting the text ot resolution

552 (1984) and requesting him to convey to me, on a continuing basis, any relevant
information which might ofticially come to the attention of IMO.

4. In the course of this year, I have received replies from 13 States. Six
States - Greece, Japan, Kuwait, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom - have
provided information on specific incidents; three ot them have reported more than
one incident, Two States — the Lao People's Democratic kepublic and Romania - do
not refer to specific incidents but elaborate in general terms on the objectives ot
Security Council resolution 552 (1984) or other aspects of the conflict. The five
temalning States - Colaubia, Cuba, Pakistan, Paraguay and the Solomon Islands -
have replied that their respective Governments have no incidents or relevant
information to report,

5. I have also received periodic communications from IMO in response to my
reguest.

6. The substantive intormation on inclidents contained in the replies from the six
States and in the communications received from IMO 1s reproduced in annex I below.
The substantive parts of the replies trom States other than those incorporated in
annex I are reproduced 1in annex L1I1. Any additionhal replies that are received will
be issued on a periodic basis in adaenda to the present report.

7. I also wish to report in this connection that, on 10 Octoker 1984, the General
Secretary of the International Transport workers' Federation (ITF) addressed a
telegram to me, whereby he conveyed the deep concern of that organization over the
serious escalation of attacks on innocent and neutral merchant ships and their
crews in the course of the continuing contlict between Iran and Iray. BAccording to
ITF, as of 10 July 1984, 112 vessels had been hit by missiles since the start of
the contlict, resulting 1n the death of scores ot seafarers and the injury ot many
more. By telegrams dated 18 October 1984, I drew the ITF communication to the
attention of the Governments of Iraq and the lslamic Repuplic of Iran. On the same
day, in acknowledging receipt of the ITF communication, 1 brought Security Council
resolution 552 (1984) to the attention of the Federation. On 26 October 1984, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs ot Iraqg addressed a reply to my telegram, in which he
stressed that Irag had conaucteg itselt in accordance with the obligations dictated
to it by international law, that the central issue was that of the return to peace
and the settlement of the conflict in a peacetul manner and that the message should
therefore be addressed to Iran.

8. On 15 Novemnber 1984, the Chairman of the Inhternaticonal Chamber of Shipping ana
the President Oor tne International Shipping Federation jointly addressed a telegram
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to me, in which they stated that attacks on merchant shipping in the course of the
continuing conflict between Iran and Iraq had led to much loss of life and to the
destruction and damage of many vessels, and they appealed to the Secretary-General
and the United Nations to continue efforts to end the attacks. That communication
was brought to the attention of the Governments of Iraq and the Islamic Republic of
Iran on 6 December 1984. In acknowledging receipt of the joint communication, I
also brought Security Councll resolution 552 (1984) to the attention of the two
organizations.
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Annex II

SUBSTANTIVE PARTS OF REPLIES RECEIVED FRCM GOVERNMENTS
OTHER THAN THOSE INCORPORATED IN ANNEX I

LAO PEQPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
[Original: French]
[12 June 1984)

1. Faithful to its foreign policy of peaceful coexistence with all countries,
without distinction as to political régime, the Lao People's Democratic Republic
congiders that freedom of navigation in the Gulf region, particularly for
commercial ships, should be ensured in accordance with international law.

2. The two belligerents must respect this freedom of navigation and abstain from
interfering, in any way whatsoever, with the safety of commercial ships en route to
and from the ports of all the littoral countries of the Gulf.

3. In the current circumstances, it is imperative that all countries,
‘particularly those of the Gulf region, do everything possible to bring the two
belligerents to the negotiating table and that they aveoid any action that might
aggravate the existing tension.

4. In this context, the great Powers should cease supplying arms to the
belligerent and non-belligerent countries of the region in order to avoid their
being used in the conflict. Otherwise, that might further intensify the distrust
between those countries and the belligerents and thus contribute to a widening of
the conflict. )

ROMANI A
[Original: English]}
[6 June 1984]

The Government of Romania does not have any incident in the Gulf area to make
known in which Romanian ships or crews would have been involved.

Due to the escalation of the conflict, Romanian ships and crews have been
obliged to avoid the Gulf zone, which negatively affects the economic relations of
our country with the countries of this area.

In our opinion the evolution of the situation in the Gulf is emphasizing even
more the need to make all efforts to put an end to the existing conflicts and to
solve the problems in dispute only by negotiations,

The President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Nicclae Ceausescu, is
constantly preoccupied with the situation in the area,

/-no
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In an address recently delivered, President Nicolae Ceausescu expressed the
special preoccupation of our country concerning the events in the Gulf, the
extension of the war between Iraq and Iran, which could lead to a generalization of
this conflict, to the intervention of other States, with very grave consequences
not only for the two countries and peoples but for the whole world.

The head of the Romanian State addressed to the presidents of Irag and Iran
the appeal to cease the military actions in the Gulf, and generally any military
action, and to act, through negotiations, for the solution of problems in dispute
between the two countries.

We express the hope that this appeal, addressed to the leaders of both States,
will be taken into consideration and that reason shall prevail.



