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I. INTRODTrcTION

1. Ar lts thirry-eighth 
'easion the ceneral Assembly had before i.t a report ithad requested of the secretary-General on varlous isaues concernlng the functioningof reporEing procedure' under internatl.nar conventl.ns in the fieiat of humanrights as well as questiona regarding their rationallzation and co-ordlnatlon inthe future (A/38/3931. By lts resolution ig/2o of 20 November 1983, the ceneralAssembly requested lhe Secretary<eneral !o transmlt that report to theninth neeting of the states parties to the @nvenEion on the Elinlnatlon of ALrForms of Racial Dlscrininatlon for consideration. The Generar Assenbly arsoinvited the conmiltee on the Elirnlnation of Racial Discrinination to consider theanarysis and reconrnendationa contained rn tbe report of lhe secretary+enerar,taking into account Ehe variouE suggestion. made in the cenerar essem y and at thenrnth neetlng of the states partie; bo the convention, and to transmit it" .ri"*"and recommendations to the AssenbLy at lts thirty_ninth seasion.

2. In resoluEion 3A/LL7. the ceheral Aaaernbly askeal the Secretary_ceneral totransrni! the above-mentioned report to the Economrc and socrar council anctreguested the council and 1t6 sesslonal working Group of Governmental Experts 0nlhe rmPlementation of lhe rnternatlonal convenint on Economlc, social anat culturalRights co consider the BuggeationE contained therein, nlth a vie, to tnproving thesitualion regarding the subrlission of reports under the Covenant.

3' Furthermorer the Generar Assenbry reguested the secretary-Generar to conslderthe possibil-ity of convenlng, in accordance with a suggeatron made by the HunanRights conmittee - and nithin existlng t.-oui""" - a meeting of tbe chairnen of thebodies entrusted with the consideration of reports under the rerevant human rightainstrunents, in order to con.ider the report of th. saaratary{eneral, taking intoaccount the results of ceneral A€senbly resolutions 3s/20 anl 3a/1L7.

II. ONGANI ZATION OF THE MEETIIIG

4. Follorrinq consuLtations, the Secretary<eneral organized a meeting of thefollowing chairnen at ceneva, on 15 and 17 AuguEt l9g4: the chairnan of EheComnission on Hunan Rights (Mr. peter lI. KoolJnans), the Chairman of the Eumanxlghts connictee (t4r. Andreas v. !,tavromatls). Ehe chalrman of the connittee on theELinination of Racial Diacrimination (Mr. Luis valencla Rodrfguez) and the chairnanof the sessionar workrng croup of coverrunental Experta on the rnprenentation of thernternationar covenanc on Economlc. s:ociar and culturar Rights (Mr. Mrchaer Bendix).
5' 

.The forrowing docunentation nas nade availabre to the participant. in thernee t ing :

ceneral Assembly resolutions 3g/2O and, gg/:-:Ilt

Report of the Cormittee on the Ellninablon of Racial Dlscrinination,1983 (A//38,/I8 ) ,

a
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Iteport of the Human Rlghts cormrittee, 1983 ( /38/40', t

RePort of the Secretary<eneral on the rePorting obligatlons of States Parties
under the International Convention on the Elinination of AII Folns of Racial
Diacrimination and other relevant human rights lnstlunenta (A/78/3931t

Decislon I (xxrx) ot the conmlttee on tbe Elimination of Racial Discr imlnation
lA/39/L8. chap. ...)t

General guldelines of the Human Rights conmlttee regardlng the forr0 and

contents of reltor ts fron stales Parlies undet articte 40, Paragraph I (b) ' of
the Covenant (CCPE,/C,/s and ccP8,/C/20 ) t

Reviaed general gulatelineE of the Cotmlttee on the Ellminatlon of Racial
Dlacrfuninati.on concerning the forn and contents of rePorts by states Parti'es
und€r article 9, EEragraph 1' of the Conventlon (CBED/C/1 0 /Rev 'Ll I

RePorting obllgatlons of SEatea Partles under the International Convention on

the Ellnination of, All Forms of Racial Dlscrlmlnation and other human rights
lnstruments: analyllcal aunrnary of the discusslon of the report of the
secretarY-Generar tVloTriil uy'tn. General Assenbry at its thirty-elghth
aession. Note by the secretary4eneral (cERD/sP/2o ) t

ceneraL guldelines for reports by states Parties under artlcle 15 of the

International Covenant on Econonic| Soclal and Cultural Rights, Prepared by

the secretary-General in accordance nlth Econonlc and Social Council
. resolution 1t88 (LX) (arts. 6-9, E/L978/8, annexr' arts. Lo-Lz, E/1980/6'
annext arts. L3-L5, E/IgAZ/3 r annex) t

Itepor t of the corDnlsslon on lluman Rights, L984 lB/L984/f4r,

Coftntsaion on Ruman RightE resolutions 1984/18 arld L9A4/44'

Repor I of the Seselonal working GrouP of Governmental ExPer ta on the
Ir0plementation of the Internatlonal Covenant on Economlc, social and cultulal
Rlghts (E/1984,/83 ) t

I{epor t of the sub{onnlsslon on Prevention of Discrimlnation and Protection of
. !4lnoriti€s, 1983 (E/CN.4/L984/31 ,

senlnar on the exPer ience of dlfferent countrles in the imPlementation of
international etandards on human rlghtE (SVHVSER'A,/I5I '

6. The neetlng nas oPened by ur. Kurt tlerndl r A6Etstant secretary4eneral for
Hunan Rlghts' nho outrlned eo;e of the Problens 'iitrt 

nia risen' the objectives of
the meetlng. the actlvltles of the organE concerned and suggeEtlons from varlous
sources.

7. l4r. A. llavronnatls itas elected to pre6ide over the me€tlng'
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8. The chairmen noted that the General Assembly had requested that the rneeting be
convened so as to enable the chalrmen of the bodies entrusted with the
consideration of reports under hurnan rights instrunents rto consider the report of
the secretary-ceneral r (v3B/393'). Furthernore, the secretary-ceneral had been
requested to inforn the General Assembry at its thirty-ninth session of "the vie$rs
and suggestionso expressed at the neeting. Accordingly, they decided first to
proceed to a review of the problems experlenced in the functioning of reportingprocedures and then to attenpt to draw up vlews and suggestions.

9. Ihe chairmen engaged in general exchange of vier.rs on the issues facing their
respective organs which proved to be quite useful and constructive. ft energedfron the dlscussion that there ,as a 

"orr.r"r9ence 
of views among the chairmen on theissues and problems facing their respective organs. They also provided

clarifications and responded to questlons raised at the neeting, The
above-mentioned exchange of views took into account issues raised in the report ofthe secre tary-ceneral to the ceneral Assembly (A/3g/3g3) as vrell as issues raisedby the chalnnen concerning the reportlng procedures of thelr respective organs andother problems encountered by those o.g.n..

ITI. REVIFT{ OF PROBLEUS T'XPEPIENCED

I0. Reviewlng the problem errcountered, the chairmen identifled the following asthe nost inportant! failure of sone States parties to submit reports, delays in
cdnplying wlth the obligatrons assumed by states parties to subrnit reports, thevarying quality of the reports eubmittedi the burden which severar co:existing
reporting systerns placed on States partles; lack of quallfieal staff to preparereports in some states parties, and the need to enhance the rnFrernentation of theprovisions of international conventions.

tl- The chairmen discussed the specific problems arising in each of their organsand la'ere of the opinion that ehe foundations shourd be taia ror co-operation
arnongst the various organa and appropriate nodarities for such co-operation shouldbe established.

A. Euman Rlghts Cornni ttee
12. It was reported that the princlpat problem encountered by the Hurnan Rights
comnittee related to the sparse content of sone reportsi de1ay6 in subnrssion of
some reportsi non-subrnission of reports by very fel, states partresl fairure tosubmit supplenentary information prornisedS and non-sutnission of reports once theinitlar report had been exafiined. The comnittee had arso rernarked on the rack ofsufficient 1ar+yers or other suitably qualified persons to prepare reports in sornecountries which had experienc€d difit;ulties.

I

I

a
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B. Connittee on the Elimination of Raclal Discrimination

13. The neeting was informed that' with a few excePtion€, most States parties had

submitted their initial reports to the Connittee on the Elinination of Racial
Discrininationr and that the main Problem was lhe late subnission or non-subnisslon
of subsequent reports. In sone inllances, hoHever ' states parties had never
subtnitted a report, not even an inilial report' notvtithstanding repeated reninders
(in some lnstsances more rhan a dozen reninders had been sent) from lhe
Secrelary-General on behalf of the Comnittee. It was felt tshat that night indicate
a lack of political vri]-l on the Part of the State parly concerned' The- Comnitlee
had also renarked on the Iack of qualifieat Peraonnel in some States Parties go

draft repor ls.

c.

14. Tbe sesssional working Group had alrawn attention to delays in submission of
reports, non-submisslon of rePorts ln sone instances and the late receiPt of
repolts, vrhich al j.ct not enable the exPerts to study thern carefully' The-neetlnq vtas

al-so inforned that the Sessional ytorking Group was facing a unique problem due to
lhe nature oi its composition and the tining of its sessions' As a body of
governmental experts meeting only one week before the session of the Economic and

social council, the sessional tlorking GrouP exper ienced difficullies in reaching a

quorum and in carrying out its resPons ibil ilies satisfactorily since sone of lhe
governmenlal experts expected to parlicipage in the rneetings also had other
responsibil l ties. These difficulties had been compounded by vacancies in ttle
menbership of the sessional tlorklnq GrouP and by the failure of sone States Parties
to designate exPerts. r! was therefore felt thaE consideralion night be given to
the possibility of electing the members of the Sessional working Group ln the same

t^tay as those of the Hunan iights Commlttee and the Comnlttee on lhe Elinination of
Racial Discrimination and of holding lhe neetings of the itiorkinq Group at a nore

convenient tirne, giving nembers sufflctent tine to cope with the expected
workload. rt the presenc system was retained, honever, it might be necessary to
envisage the election of alternates, as had been done for the sub-Conrnission on

Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, so as to avoid the

problems steru[ing frorn the lack of a quorum.

D. General Problens

15. The chairmen aLso discussed the ways in which the different organs had

attempted to deal with the above-mentioned problems' TheY included the sending of
reminders to states parti;st the delegatlon of a nenber of Ehe organ to engaqe in
contacts wlth a representative of the State Parcy concernedi inviting a

representative of, the state Parcy concerned to attend infornal meetings-with the
organ concernedi sendinq an expert to visit the country concerned for discussions
with the Governmenti ani citing the Slaees Pareies which had no! subnitted reports
in ttre annual rePor! to lhe General Assenbly. The chairmen felt that the Generalo
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Assenbly could consider lhe role 1t might be able Eo pray when it was informed thatseveral reninders had been s€nt to a State party, but that the State party hadnevertheless not aubnitted it6 report.

16. The chairmen al'o raised a nunb€r of generar- issues which they fert vrouldreguire consideration in the future. Anong then rf,ere the burden of several
co-existing reporting systems upon covernments. particularly cover.nmenta rrithlimited guallfled personnelt the structural problena poseal for nationaladninislrations due, for exanple, to the fact that tlre preparation of a reporc
ttight requlre the ParticiPation and approval of several ninistrj.es of Governnent.In that regard reference nas nade to tbe report of the serninar on the experience ofdifferent countries in the 1rnplernentatlon of international acandards on hunanrlghts (sTlHB,/sER. A,/15 ) at nhich tErtlcipants had advanced varioua suggestions forlhe develoEment of the human righta lnfrastructure which could enable StaresPartles to comply with tbeir reporting and other obligationa. The short
Periodicity of reports in sdrle organs and the lack of qual-ified personnel toprepare and present report€ in sone States partles tere al€o rnentioned.

L7. The chairnen also felt that it woulal be necessary !o consider, ln lhe future,
ways and neans of inproving general pubricrty for the activities of the variousorgans. Publicity could be particularly irnportant in the event of non-compliance
by a State party rith i!6 reportlng obligations.

I8. Finally, lhe chairmen felt that coniideratlon could be given to granting the
sPecialized agencies a nore substantial role in the operatlon of lhe reporlingprocedures, when appropr iate.

19' The factors giving rlse !o the above-nentloned probleng nere lhen discussed.
The chairnen noeed !hat, in the report of Ehe Secretary-ceneral to Chethlrty-eighth session of the General As6embly, €everal states parties haat lndicatedthat lhe burden placed upon Enall countries, 1n particularr w?s oD€ of the naln
reasons for non-compllance with reporClng obllgations. Sone States part,ies haal
arso mentioned the fact that partleg to various human right,s lnstrunlnts werereguired to prepare Bfunultaneous reporta to different organg.

IV. REVIETI OF THE RECENT EXAMINATION OF THE PROBIJMS
BY TgE ONGANS CONCERNED

20. The chalrnen then exchangeal lnfornatlon on the discussion€ which had recentlytaken pLace on the abo{re-nentloned issues in their respectlve organs. They noteallhat they were engaged in an inltial discussion of lssues which night requlrefurther discussion in thelr respectlve organs.

A. Committee on the Elininat,lon of ltaclal Discrlrnlnatlon

2L. It nas noted !hat, at its 673rd neeting, on 22 March I9g4, the conunirtee on
the Elimination of ttacial Discrimlnation had concluded certain Slates parties haatfailed to €ubnit the requlred report under article 9 of the International

I

o
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convention on the Ellnlnatlon of Al-l Forms of Racial Discrimination orting to
atifficultles reEultlng, lnter aIia, from unavallability of the skltled Personnel
needed to enable them aoffitteii ouirgarions undir the convention' The

comnitlee alao felt that there might be a problen of overloadlng ln the reporting
system as a result of the obligations of States partlea under aeveral 

- -lnternationalinstruments tn the fi.elal of butan rights. Honever, in all tbree lnslances ' a

change in the Perlodlclty of the rePorting obligations ttoutd not be a solution
b€cause ttte reporting "yla". 

t." th-e rnost decisive elenent ln the nonitorlng
proceEs rlth nhich the cornnittee rraa charged, and was the PrinciPal neang by ehich

Pressure wa€ brougttt to bear uPon states Parties to fulfill thelr subEtantive

obLigation to el'iminate racial discrlninalion in all its forna' Therefore the

Committee naE not ln favour of a Longer Perlod for rePortlng under the

International Conventlon on the Ellmlnation of AII Forms of Facial Discrlmination'
or of anending the Convention. On ttre contraryt it felts that the necesaary

assistanceinternsoftralningandadvisorygervicesshouldbeprovidedandit
nould wtrolelrearteatly suPPort any aclion to be inltlated by the Secretary4eneral ln
ttrat resPect. rbe connllt;e "f3o 

g"',. itE fulI euPPort t". 1: :t?9:::lf "t
co-ordinatlng neetlnga of the chai;nen of the eoP"ittt"oty bodie€ oE'eratlng under

the variouE hunan rlghts lnstruments.

B. Hunan Rigbts Conmittee

22. rt was recalldd that, in 1ts report to the General Assetnbly at ita
thlrty-eighth se86ion, nenbers of the ltuman Rlghts Cofirittee hact noted the concern

voiced ln the Thirat coffnlttee over the atlfficultles encountered by states oartles
1n subnltting reports i.r-oi"* of the rack oe tt"iiltl"-;;e 

-ih; pr;lifera6i;n of
reporting procetlures under varlous insEru$ents. l'tembera of the Comittee had

enphaslzed the lmPortance of co-ordinatlng among united Natlon: "t9"1: 
and had

conaideEed that the uesi-rrav a; ;;;i;". ii was ior the centre for Human Rlghts lo
bring together rePreeentatlves of thoge organs fo! short Deetlnggt rtlth a vlew to

consldering the natter in the llght of the exPer lence of tbelE resltectlve organs'

23. rn the aane rePort, itle connlttee had referred to the guestion of technical
as€istance, t0ainly in the legal flelal, that ltright be requested fro-n or. glven to
states PartleE rrhere tlre laci of expertiEe had made lt dlfftcult for thclTt to
lmpler0ent their obllgations under the Internatlonal Co\tenant on civll and Polltlcal
Rights. The Cdnnlttee haat requesteal the secretary'General- to- flnd ":: l*
technlcal aaslstance could be Provlded to StateE Partles nhlch r€quested it'

24. The chalrmen noteal fl1th aPpreclation that, at its recently concluded
a;enly-second gesslon, trre gumin Rlghts colutrlttee had a'topted a deciaion
authorizing one of its nenbera to visit a State Party sith : YI:Y :o Placlng h15

expertlse and advlce at the allEPosal of the Goveinrnent of tbat state party' ln
order to €nab.Le lt to af".traig.- its rePortlng obllgatlone under the @venant' A

'Eimllir offer had Previously ieen rnade to anotber country but it had not been taken

up. The chatrrnen considered that Proce'lure a very useful develognent and looked

f6rward to lts extenslon to other cases ln the future'

o
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25. The neeting noEed, that in its report Eo the first regular session of the
Economic and social council for 1984, the croup had expresied the opinion that theprorongation of the biennial intervals in the submission of reports by one year
rrould not be a useful means of inproving the situalion. nathei, realizing lhedifficurties a nurnber of states pir ties - 

exper ienced in subnitting iniliar and/orperiodic reports on tine, the croup haat supporled the suggestion that technlcalassistance and co-operatlon Ehould be extended, through che united Nations or ltsaffll,iated organizaCion€, to those States parties whi;h night need and mightfornally request such asEtstance. Attention was sElecifically drarrn to the€xpertlse and assisrance rhich rer-evant specializear agencies courd be carred uponto furnish in accordance nlth artlcLes 22 and 23 of the Covenant.

D. Commission on Hunan Rights

26. It nas noted that ln resolution LgBA/Lg. adopted on 6 l,tarch I9g4, tnecorNlission on Human Rights had reguested the secretar y-ceneral to consider rrays andneans of assisting states partie€ to the rnternacionar- covenants in the preparationof their repores, i'ncruding the arrararing of ferrovrships to governnent ofilclalsengaged in the preparation of such repoits, regional lralniig courses and otherposslbilities available under the progranme of advlsory services. Inresolution L984/44 on advlsory services in the field of hunan rights, thecomnlsaion had expres'ed i!s apprectacion to the secretary-cenerar. for hi€ effortsto provlde assistance in the field of human rights to Governnents, a! theirrequest, under the progranme of advisory services in the fierd of hurnan rights analhad invited the secretary-cenerar to r"port to lhe conml€sion at its forty-firstssession on the progress nade in the provision of such expert asslstance toGovernments ln tbe field of human rigtrts, and to outline suggestions for along-tern progratnl[e of action ln thaa field.

V. VIEIIS AND SUGGESTIONS

27. The cbairnen noted that a number of suggestions had arready been put forwardby Governments, the organ' concerned and thi - secretary{eneral. Those suggestiong
were reviened by the chairmen rrho then agreed to focus on lhe follorring nainissues: (a) exchange of lnfornatlont (b) co-ordination of guldellnest (c) advlsoryservlces and assistancet and (d) other natters.

A. Exchange of infornation

28' The chairnen took note of the fact that, pursuant to resolutions aatopted bythe ceneral Assembly, the annual report.s of th; Cormlssion on Hunan Rights, thefiunan Rights conmittee, the sesaional working croup of Experls, the connittee onthe ELininaEion of Raciar DiscrimlnaEion and the sub-commission on prevention of o
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Discrininatlon and Protection of Minotities were being exchanged on a reqular
basis. The chairnen considered that exchange of docunentation to be useful and

encouraged its continuation. They also feli lhat lt t'toul-d be useful lf the
exchange of information could be enhanced in the future through the following
neagures!

(a) The guiatelines and rules of procedure of the various organs could be

includetl in a single docunent and nade avaitable for easy reference to the menbers

of tbe different organs i

(b) General connents, decisions or views of the various organs could
sinilarly be assenbled in a single document and made available on an ongolng basis
to the members of the various organsi

(c) In respect of each state Party to lhe International covenants and the

International Convention on tbe Elfunlnation of A11 Forns of Racial Discriminatlon'
a sumnary table should be Prepared listing alt the reports subnilted-by a State
party under the varlous instruments as well as rePorts v'hich were stlrr
outstanding. A reference file conEaining all the reports subnltcetl by a state
party undei the different instruments could be assenbled in the working languages
and rnade available to the menbers of the varlous organa for consultation nhenever

the report of that state party came up for consideration within any of che

supervising organs I

(d) Consolidated tables showing the 6tate of ratlfication of the
rnternational covenants and the International convention on the Ellmi'nation of All
Forrns of Racial Discrimination should be submiEted at each session of the Hurnan

Rights Committee, the sessional working Group and the conmittee on the Elimination
of Racial Discr imination.

B. ce-ordination of quidelines

Zg. The chairnen took noEe of the guidelines for the subrnission of rePorts rdhich

had been drawn up nithin the resPeclive organs. whil'e conscious of the
dj.stinc civeness of each instrunent and each supervlsory organ, the chairmen

neverthelesa felt that the introduclory part of each guialeline could. eventually be

streamLined and lhat States lErlies could be assisted in the submission of the
general information on their country needed under the various treaties to which

Ehey were parties. The chairnen were therefore of lhe opinion that the following
measures could be considered with a view to assisEing states parties.

(a) fhe guidelines drawn uP under the different instruments could each

contain an identical Part requlring the Stsate party Co provide lnfornalion on

matters such as: geographic;I and demographic characteristics of the counlry and

its basic economlc ana social condltionst its constitueional structure including
the legislative, executlve and juaticial organs of Governmentt basic legislation
alealing with civil and Political rights, equallty and non-d iscr imination ' neasures

against raclal discriminalion, and economic ' soclal and culcural r j'ghtst

)

O
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(b) The Secretary-Generar could request each state party to the covenants andto the convention on the Elrnrnation of Alr Forms of Raciar Discrinlnatlon to
PrePare a conposite plcture (country proflle) using the infornatlon indicated under(a) above and to update that inforrnation as necessary. once such a conpoaitepicture had been prepared bf the country concerned it could be made avairable to
each of the organa concerned nhenever that organ had to consider a report by astate party. To enabr.e the state party to driw up a conposite prcture along theIines suggested above, the Secretariat, ln its note to each state party, could dEa'attention to, and provlde copies of, materials already submittedl Uy tfrat Stateparty in previous reportE under the instrunents Ln qu-estlonf

(c) In addltion to the co[rpoaite plcture of each state party, the Secretariatcould progressiveLy aaser ble and matntaln, in varioua leorking languagee, referencecopies of the texts of the basic constitutlonal and regar provisions of each statepartyr preceded by a surtrnary fact sheet of the geographlcal and dernographlc
feature-s of-the country in questlon. overu parioa of time the country profiLescould facllitate the task of the varlous 

"up.i.ri-o.y organs,

(d) Attention could be given in the future to ways and rneans of dealing withfactors and difficultles experlerrced by StateE parties in their efforts tolnplenent lnternatlonal conventions tn the tieli of human rlghts. sinilarly,efforts should be nade to avoid duplieatlon arnong the reporting systems. It rrasrecomnended that those natterg be iriscussed at future meetings of chairmen.

I

c.

30. fn thelr revlew of the probletn€ encountered ln the operatlon of reportingprocedures, their causes, and poGsible h,ays and ,neans of aaslsting statea parties,the chairmen noted that there rdas general agreenent anong the supervlsory organBthenselve€, Governrnents and the secretary-eenerar that one of the m,oat effectiveways of asslsting state€ parties wourd G ror ttre secretary-cenerar to devise andimplement a progranne of advis.ry Services antt technical assiatance to enableStateg partles better to conply with their obligationE under the Internatlonalcovenanta on tlurnan Rtght.._ The chalrmen noted, for exanpr.e, thatp in the report ofthe Secre tary-ceneral to the thirtfeighth eesslon of the ceneraL Assembly, soneGovqrnnents had recddnended that erq)erta coutd be aent on short nissions to stateEparties facing difflcultles anal reqiesttng i."rtni"rr asslstance in that area. ?hesecretary-General hirnself had suggestear that conelderation coutd be given to nay6and.neans of provldlng technicrl ;sslEtance, through the united Nations or ttsaffiliated organlzatlons to those states pa;tles lrhich needed or requested rt. Theootmlttee on the Erinination of Raciar ptecrrnrination had expressed the vie* thatasslstance in terms of trainlng and advisory services should be provlded. aheHunan Rights comnlttee had r€ferred to the ieed for technicar aasrstance to statesParties, thile the sesslonar ribrking croup of covernnental Experts haar sup,portedthe suggestion that technrcar asarstance and co-operation shourd be extended,through the unlted Natrons and the rerevant speciitized agencies, to those statesparties in need of such asslstance. fbe cormniss ton on Hunan Rights hadsPecifically requested the secretary-ceneral to deverop expert issistance to
Governments rn the freld of hunan rights anat to consider nays and means of o
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assistlng States parties ln the Preparation of thelr rePorts, including the
a$ardlng of fellowshlps to governtnent officials engageat in the preparatlon of such
rePorts.

31. In view of thi6 concurrence of views in favou! of the provlslon of advisory
services and technlcal assistance to staces ParLiea in need of such advice and
asslstance, the chairmen strongly reconmend to the ceneral i\ssembly that the
secreEary-General be invited to carry out suclr a plograntle of advice and assistance
in an effectlve nurnner anat provided wlth the means which rrould enable hin to do
Bo. In the develoFnent of such a Progranne, the ldeas lthich have already been
advanced by the varlous organs r some of which are referred to above, have the full
support of the chairtnen and ahould be given priority attention. The chairnen would
also reconrnend that the following suggestions be implementeal as part of a future
prograrNrc of advisory services and asslstance 3

(a) A rnanual providing practical advice on the preparatton and subrnission of
reports, and conslderation of auch reporta, could be PrePared by the
Secretary<eneral, drawing upon the reporting procedureg and experience of the
different supervisory organs. such a manual could a15o include specirnen rePorts
for the guidance of those drafting and presenting reportst

(b) As reconmended by the conmiasion on Hunan Rlghtsr a proportion of the
hunan rlghts fellonships awarded each year could be allocated to government
offlclals who need to develop tbeir skills in the operation of the rePorting
Proceduresr particularly those trho are called upon to prepare and present such
reports. In the cornmunication to Governrnents invlting nominations for feltottshiPs
lt could be brought to their attention that they may nonlnate persons for
felldships who are called upon to prepare or Present reportst

(c) A programlle of reglonal trainlng courses for persons engaged in the
pretrEralion or presentation of reports could be irnplenented, in co-oPeration wlth

'[NITAR, on an ongolng basis. The members of supervlsory organe could usefully be
drawn upon as lecturers at such tralning coursest

(d) More seminars under the progranr0e of advisory servlces ln the field of
hunan rights couLd be devoted to the discusslon of is6ues affecting the
implenentation of intelnational conventlons in the field of hurnan rights and their
reporeing procedures. In this regard the chairpersons noled that a successful
seninar was organized in 1983 on the experience of dlfferent countries in th€
implenentation of international standards on lruman rights ( STIHB,/SER.A,/I5 ) ?

(e) The developnent of a systern of regional advisorE on internatlonal hurnan

rlghts standards could be envisaged to visit countrles, advise on leglstationt
discuss problems encountered by Governments and nake avallable to Governnents the
collective internatlonal experience in the inplenentation of international
standard6 ?

(f) The dispatch of exper ts, from the met0bershiP of the organs or from the
Centle for Hunan Rights, on short missionE to advise Governtnentsr at their request,
could be envisaged. In this regard the cotnnendable exanple set by the Human Rightso
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Corunittee in sendlng one of its nenbers to be available !o a Governnent for advice
and assistance could be followed for other countrles in the futurei

(S) Under the prograrEne of advisory services in the field of hunan rights,
the Secretary-General could develop, witbin lhe Centre for Human Rights, a facllity
sPeciallzing in the provision of advice and assistance to covernments in the
imPlenentation of inlernational- conventions in the field of hunan rights. This
facility could be drarrrn upon by covernnents in need of advice or assistance and
could even be gradually exbended to the development, vrhere necessary, of the kind
of dEaft leglslation required by the international instrunents in question for
samPle legislaEion on selected human rights problens. Precedents for national
institutions for the pronotion and protecion of hunan rights could be collected and
rnade available to covernments ln case of need.

32. The chairnen realized that irnplenentaton of the above-mentioned suggestions
would entail sone financial inpltcations and auggested that, in order to limit
costs as far as possible, existlng acadenic or related institutions could be used
where apPropriate. The possibility of pronoting bilateral assistance could also be
envisaged.

D. Other natters

33. The chairrnen r.rere of the unaninous vien that the opportunity provided by the
neeEing to exchange views and discuss matters conmon to the various organs wag very
val-uable. They felt tha! such neetings should be held regutarly ln the future,
possibly on an annual or biennial basis.

34. The chairmen recognized lhat their first meeting had been devoted to issues
arising in the Human Rights Conunittee, the Sessional working croup, the ConniCtee
on Che Elinination of Raclal- Discrimination and the Conmisslon on Human Rights,
because the reporting procedures of those organs had been operatlonal for some
years and problems were therefore now corning to l-ight. It could be anticipated,
however, that, as the reporting procedure under the convention on the Etimination
of All Forms of Di.scrimination against $onen developed and as experience was gained
with thal procedure ' issues might arise within the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrinination against wonen which night need to be taken into account at future
meetinqs. The chairmen therefore requested lhe Secretary-ceneral to examine the
possibiliey of arranging for the participation of the Chairman of the Committee on
tbe Elimination of Discrimination agalnst Ittomen at any forthcoming neetings of
cbairnen. They noted that issues relating to the reporting procedure under the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
APartheid were covered by lhe participatlon of the chairmen of the Corunission on
Hurnan Riqhts.

35. The chairnen also felt that the Secretary-.cenera1 couLd assj.st greatly in
encouraging Stales which had not already done so to ratify the International
covenants and the rnternational convention on the Elinination of A11 Forrns of
Racial Discrimination. In lhat regard they suggested that the Secretary-General
could raise the guestion ot ratifications when he met heads of State, Foreign
Ministers or other high level officials during the sessions of the ceneral Assenbly
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or other organa or might in the course of his vislts tai capltals. The Centre for
Human Rights and the Assistant Secretary4eneral for Human Rights could also
undertake sinilar activities to pronote ratlflcatlons.
36. The chalrnen felt thaC a very practical rray of facilitating the tasks of
States parties $hlch rrere calLed upon to subnit reportg might be to invite thern to
send an official to the Centre for Hunan Rights for conEultatlong, well before
thelr report was due, and at a time wben one of the supervlsory organs rrasneeting. The official would then have an opportunity !o speak to the experts in
tbe Centre and the nenbers of the supervlsory organ concerned and !o teltness the
Proceedings of the latter. In cases of need, it night be envisaged that Che Cravel
costs of such a national official be borne, in part, by the Uniled Nations.

37 - The chatrnen also felt that it mlght be useful for the centre for Human Rights
!o examine the possiblLity of maintainlng a list of qualified experts $bo could be
nade available to Governtoents at their request to assist them ln preparing or
presenting thelr repor Cs.

38. The chairnen were of the view that lt nas especlarly itnportant for the report
of a State parby to be examined in the presence of a representatlve of that State
Party in order to ensure that an ongoing and flexible atialogue was malntained
betneen lhe supervisory organs and the States parties of their respective
rnstruments,

39. The cbairrnen were also of tbe opinion that, at future meetlngs, conslderation
could be given to hon the procedures and methods for consider ing reports could be
rmproved with a vlen to assj.sting States parries in complying irith thelr reporbing
obLigations as wel.l as ln coping r,ith the increasing burdens stemlng frorTr
reporting obli.gations under var ious internalional conventions.

40. The chairmen also felt that the nenbera of their respectlve organs could use
whatever oPPortunities arose in the future to lnforn themaelves of the activities
of the other supervisory organs as weII as !o develop thelr understandlng of the
activlties of those organg.
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