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their peoples. They have attained their freedom after
struggles and now they have joined our ranks-all
sovereign nations.
4. Israel, being anew country, knows very ~ell that
it is only after the joy of the day of independence that
the days of difficulties and problems begin, with the
necessity of facing problems and solvingthemonone's
own. It seems to me that in this, too, there is great­
ness in independence. It means that problems, no mat­
ter how difficult they are, have to be met by the peoples
themselves. They face them, struggle with them and
sol"le them on their own responsibility, with their own
courage, and the necessity that stems from the lives
of their own people.

5. The new countries from Asia, from Africa, as
countries from other parts 01' the world, have come
into existence in a very troubled world, in a world
filled with danger and with tension. I only hope and
pray, as we all do, that, with their presence, an ele­
ment for peace and quiet and constructive building
will be strengthened in this great Assembly of peo­
ples, because they bring with them their enthusiasm
for freedom and also the great ne.cessity for work, for
constructive effort,. and for building. Their voices,
coming out of necessityfrom people that need sO much,
must necessarily help us all.

6. And one more thing: there are many inequalities
in the world. There are large countries an,d small
countries, large pe.oples and small peoples, important
and rich; but may I say that I think that the greatest
inequality of all is not between countries ths.t have
riches and countries that are poor but between people
that know how to do things and people that do not know
how to do things. We are accustomed to dividing this
world between the "haves" and the "havenots". May
I say that, to me, the division is even more tragic
between those that know and those that know not. And
with all the help that we are all oalled upon to give
-with the fullness of our heart and inthe right spirit,
in the spirit of brotherhood, of equality and of mutual
aid-to all countries that are in need of aid, may I
suggest that the real aid and the real spirit of mutual
understanding and the sharing of commOn aestiny is
not to give that which is left over to those that have
not,but iS t with all our energy and ability, to work
together with the new nations, so that as quickly as
possible they will know hbW to bring forth from the

.soil-from the w0alth that is in the soitof those coun­
tries-that which they need in orde.r tu make their
peoples prosperous and happy.
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President: Mr. Frederic$\ B. BOLAND (Ireland).

Agenda item 20:
Admission of new Members to the United

Nations (continued) • ••••••••••••••••

Admission of 'new Members to the United Nations (continued)

1. Mrs. MEIR (Israel): It gives me great pleasure,
Mr. President, to be able in the name of my delegation·
to congratulate you upon your electiop. as President of
this session of the General Assembly. Those ofus who
have had the privUege of knowing you and of working
together with you d the various sessions of the Gen­
eral Assembly can only be happy in knowing that the
presidency of this session of the General Assembly is
in your hands, because we know ·of your tact, your
fairness, your wisdom and your judgement. I l10ngratu­
late not only you but the General As.semblyon the fact
that you have been elected as its President.
2. May I, on behalf of my delegation, say a word of
deep appreciation for the way in which Mr. Belatinde
acted as President of the last session of the General
Assembly. We are all thankful to him for the great
service he rendered to us.

3. Looking upon this day in the future. we shall feel
its importance even more intensely than we do today.
Very many great historical events are appreciated
only after we have travelled some distance awayfrom
them, and it seems to me that this will be so for this
generation to which we belong; this generationthat has
seen the great tragedles of dependence, of peoples
being ruled by other peoples, that has witnessed the
great struggles for freedom and independence; andhas
also been privileged to see this day of probably the
greatest of all revolutions in human history. There is
nothing so painful and so degrading as discrimination,
and of all types and kinds of discrimination, the most
brutal is discrimination against entire peoples because
of race, colour and religio~!.. Therefore, this is a great
day for all of us, not onlyfor the countries which today
have become Members ofthe United Nations, countries
which have only recently gainedtheir independence and
are now masters of their own fate. This is a great day
for all peoples of the world, because it seems to me
that by this time we have all learned the lesson that
the world is not free so long as there are peoples in
it who are not free and who are not indepenq:.ent. The 7. May I say one wordto a neighbour country of Israel
freedom of each one of us is not complete until all that has gained its independence recently andhastoday
peoples of the world are free and independent. This been accepted as a Member in the United Nations-
119, no doubt, one of the greatest days in the history of Cyprus. It is a very close neighbour of ours. We have
the human race. Those nations 'which have just been in common a lon~ history. We look forward to very
admitted into the United Nations are today free and close relatioD$ and mutual aid for the benefit of both
are now in charge of the fate of the~r countries and our countries and for the welfare of the entire region.
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17. The Libyan delegation feels bound to seize this
opportunity of recalling, with great appreciation, the
spirit attending the attainment of independence by the
many African countries which not so long ago were
under French rule. Our only regret is that the same
spirit has, unfortunately, not prevailed in the method
of dealing with the problem of the future of a neigh­
bouring fellow country of North Africa, Algeria; this
country has had to resort to extreme measures to
defend the same right which has been conceded to so
D:lany others. We ventur~ to express the sincere hope
that the entry into the United Nations of the African
countries formerly under French rule will be of help
in finding through this Organization a speedy solution
to the problem which will bring Algeria too into the
United Nations, free and independ.ent, and its friendship
with France restored.

18. Other African countries ha;\fe entered the United
Nations through the international trusteeship system.
We' find in this a partiCUlar reason for rejoicing, for
being thankfUl and happy that the United Nations has
been able tomlfil its responsibilities by leadingthese
peoples to independence and sovereignty. The suc­
cee;sful completion of the United Nations task in those
countries gives "'lS grounds for confidence and hope in
the effectiveness of the Organization and in its ability
to translate the principles of self-determination into
reality.

19. Lastly, from the eastern Mediterranean, we wel­
come the Republic of Cyprus where the patriotism of
its people and the willingness to compromise of its
rulers have achieved a victory for common sense.
Bound by ties of good neighbourliness, sharing the
same Mediterranean heritage and inspiredbythe same
principles and ideals, we gr'eet in the RepUblic of'
Cyprus a fellow Mediterranean country to which we
extend the hand of friendship as an earnest of the most
fruitful co-operation.

20. May 1 aiso express the hope that this historic
occasion will enable the United Nations to find the
desired solution to the Palestine question and to the
tragic plight of the refugees from Palestine and from
the south of the Arabian peninsula, in accordance with
the resolutions and principles of the Organization.

21. In conclusion, I would offer once again to all the
newly admitted States our warmest congratulations on
their entry into the United Nations and sincerest wish­
es for a brilliant future, in prosperity and progress,
within the framework of lr.ternational solidarity, for

8. Mr. FEKINI (Libya) (translated from French): fraternal welcome and offer co-operation in every
Firstofall t Mr. President, may I offer you mywarm- sphere. We solemnlypledgeourselvestoworktogether
est congratulations and those of my delegation on your for the triumph of the ideals and aims of our Charter
election to the presidency of the fifteenth session of in Africa and throughout the world. .
the General Assembly. Your personal qualities, your
learning, your experience andyour charming courtesy, 15. The African community, with the number of its
as well as the sound policies followed by your great members considerably increased, is in a position to
country in world affairs, are sure guarantees for the make a fruitful and increasingly useful contribution to
smooth conduct of our work, which Will, I sincerely the work of the United NationS and to establish world
hope, lead to successful conclusions in an atmosphere stability on surer foundations.
of the utmost harmony. 16. The African community is also cal!e~upon to play
9. May I also express my delegation's sincere appre- an important and effective p9.rt in bringing about in
ciation to the President of the fourteenth session, Mr. Africa and throughout the world the triumph of the
Beladnde, foll' the distinguishedway in which he carried principle of the self-determination of all the peoples
out· his duties during that sessionand duringthe fourth who are stin dependent and f:requently oppressed, .and
emergency special session of the General Assembly. thus speed the fulfilment of their dream of freedom

with human dignity, sovereignty and independence.
10. This is a historic and memorable day. We have
begun the work of the fifteenth regular session of the
General Assembly by voting unanimously for the ad- .
mission to our Organization of fourteen new States
which very recently attainednational independence and
sovereignty. It is therefore with the greatest satisfac­
tion that I have the honour to offer, on behalf of the
King of Libya, his people and Government, our most
sincere and warm congratulations to the Governments
and peoples of the Stateb' that have just been admitted
to this family of the United Nations, onthe realization
of their legitimate aspirations for independence and
sovereignty. I have great pleasure in welcoming them
to the United Nations.

11. The Libyan delegationwould like to h\ke advantage
of this happy occasion to express to the ~"overnments

and peoples of the fourteen newly admitted States its
most sincere wishes for their prosperity andprogress;
it wishes them every success in their efforts for inter­
national co-operation andfor the triumph, through joint
action, of the ideals and aims of the United Nations
Charter.
12. I should also like to take advantage of this solemn
occasion to pay the warmest tribute, onbehalfof Libya,
to the peoples and leaders of all the newly admitted
countries for their patience and tenaclty'~ and for the
remarkable efforts they have made and the heavy
sacrifices they have borne in order to achieve self­
determination, an aim which is dear to every people
and which the Charter places in the forefront of all
our cOl)cerns.
13. The countries which we have just hadthe pleasure
of admitting to our Organization comprise thirteen
African states and one State from thl~ easternMediter­
ranean. We share with the African countries a common
past, common sufferings, a glorious Afro-Arab heri­
tage and the same desire to live in freedom and in
the dignity of independence and sovereignty. In the
similarity of our situations and of our problems, in
our aspirations and in our affinity, we shall undoubted­
ly find a source of inspiration for the strengthening of
the increasingly firm bonds of mutual understanding
and fruitful co-operation so essential for the fL1f:ure
of our respective peoples and for the consolidation of
world peace and security.
14. The achievement of independence by the African
countries which have just entered the United Nations
is a historic mQment in the forward march of the whole
of Africa and a triumphal advance onthe road to free­
dom, dignity and enlightenment. To these countries,
which seem close to us in many ways, we extend a
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the benefit and well-being of their. peoples and the
strengthening of world peace~

22. Mr. NOVOTNY (Czechoslovakia):.!! As I take the
floor for the first time in this great international
Organization, permit me, Mr. President, to welcome
you sincerely and to wishthe General Assembly during
its fifteenth session every success in its efforts to
safegual·d peace and security in the world and to de­
velop friendly co-operation among nations.
23. On behalf of the delegations of the Albanian Peo-

.pIe's Republic~ the Bulgadan People'S Republic, the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the Hungarian Peo­
pie's Republic, the Polish People'e Republic and the
Romanian People's Republic, I have been authorized
to welcome the admission of a number of new inde­
pendent states, particularly those from the African
oontinent. The Republlc of Cameroun, the Togolese
Republic, the Malagasy Republic, the Republic of
Somalia, the RepUblic of the Congo (Leopoldville),
the Republic of Dahomey, the Republic of the Niger,
the RepubUc of the Upper Volta, the RepubUc of the
Ivory Coast, the Republic of Chad, the Republic of the
Oongo (Brazzaville), the Gabon Republic, the Central
African Republic and the Republic of Cyprus have now
become Members of the United Nattons.
24. The long struggles for national freedom, during
which the peoples of Africa endured great sacrifices,
have not been in vain, for,·,they have been crowned
with success. The admission of these new states to
this Organization is confirmation of the fact that world
developments move forward ineluctably and any at­
tempts to keep nations under the colonial yoke by force
must be doomed to failure.
25. The people of the socialist countries have deep
sympathy for the liberation movement in the African
Qontinent since they, themselves, had a long struggle
for their liberation. 1 should like to assure the repre­
sentatives of the new States that the socialist countries
are ready to co-operate fUlly with them because it is
thus that the eoonomic, cultural and social development
of new States will be achieved.
26. The socialist countries have many closeties wUh
a number of the free countries of Asia and Africa, ties
established onthe principle ofmutual respect, equality,
non-interference, mutual benefit and friendship. I take
this opportunity of reaffirming the wishofthe Govern­
ments and peoples of the> socialist countries to develop
these relations with ,all new nations. Countries which
have won their independence reqUire a stable peace in
order to eradicate the sad legacy of colonialism and
to be sure that they will be able to COnsolidate their
political independence and to develop their economy
and their culture.

27. Experience has shown that the Asian and the
Africa.n countries are destined to play an important
and active role in the efforts of nations to strengthen
peace, and this leads us to believe that the people of
the new States, together with all peace-lovingnations,
will continue to work for peace with the same energy
with which they fought for their own national inde­
pendence. We do not forget that the colonial oircles
have not as yet loosened the fetters by which they
bind some territories in Asia and Latin America. It
is regrettable that, today, the representatives ofthese

YMr. Novotn'9 spoke in Czech. The Sngllsh vet'sion of his statement
was supplied by the delegation.

countries are still unable to take their place among
the Members of the United Nations. It is the duty of
this Organization, with the support of the progressive
forces all over the world, to continue to suppOrt their
struggles for freedom. We have no doubt that the na­
tional liberation movements will soon celebrate their
final victory over colonialism, ofwhichmankind should
be ashamed.
28. On the occasion of the admission of the new in­
dependent states to membel'ship of the United Nations,
I should like, on behalf of the Governments and people
of'the Albania People's Republic, the Bulgarian Peo­
ple's Repuhlic, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic,
the Hungarian People's Republic, the Po1is~ People's
Republic and the Romanian People's Republic·to ex­
press the wish that these Sta.tes may consolidate the
freedom which they have won and may achieve a high
standard of ecol1omic and cultural. development. We
believe that these new states will contribute, through
this Organization, to the strengthening of peace in the
world in the spirit of the ideals of the United Nations
Charter and uf their own national ideals.
29. Mr. POPOVIC (Yugoslavia) (translatedfl"om
French): First of all, Mr. President, l(\t me congratu...
late you most sincerely on yo~r elect1~n to the high
and responsible office of President of thih: Assembly.
30. Today's meeting, in the course of which we have
admitted to membership of the United Nations thirteen
new African States and the Republic of Cyprus, marks
a very important date not only in the history of the
peoples of the countries directly concerned but also in
the history of our Organization and consequentlyofthe
entire international community.
31. The great success achievedbymany Africancoun­
tries in their struggle for freedom and national inde­
pendence represents, in fact, a decisivetul'ning-point
in the development of the African continent. This
success will certainly give new inspiration and en­
couragement to the pe~ples who are now aspiring to
independence and wish to take part on anequal footing
with other nations in international life.

32. In 'their struggle, the peoples of Africa have not
been and a.re not alone: they have the support of the
peoples and .governmants of a great many countries
most of which have had to struggle, in the still recent
past, to achieve the same goal. Similarly, the peoples
of the countries. whioh we welcome among us today
have always had powerful support from the United
Nations Charter wherein are inscribed the p"'inciples
of the right of peoples to self...determinationand their
right to independence at1d sovereign equality, in com­
mon with all other peoples.
33. In greeting, on bebalf ot tbe Yugoslav delegation,
the representatives ofthe newly independent countries.
I mention with pride the fact that-tbe Yugoslav Gov~rn"

ment and people have always fully supported the just
strivings and legitimate claimfil of these peopleo in all
circumstances, partiCUlarly Within the United Nations
or~ns. That is why we feel great joy in being ·abl~ to
oongratulate them and welcome them as representa­
tives of friendly countl'ies, particularly as in many
cases they are persons with whC'm we have already
co-operated closely in this Organi~ation.

34. It is clear that the serioua problems inherited
from the colonial past will necessitete the eetablish­
ment of special co-operation between these countries



20 General Assembly - Fifteenth Session - Plenary Meetings

and the United Nations in many fields. I can assure
the representatives of the African countries that, in
this connexion, they will always be able to count on
the greatest understanding andthe sincere andfriendly
support of the Government and the' delegation of the
Federal P~ople's Republic of Yugoslavia.

35•. I also wish to welcome very warmly the repre­
sentatives of an independent Cyprus whose people are
so close to ours in many respects.

36. In conclusion, I should like to addthatthe admis­
sion of fourteen new Members provides a new source
of strength for our Organization. The contribution of
the new Member States will,1 am sure, be rapidly and
clearly felt when we come to discuss the important
questions before us, particularly those relating to the
fundamental aims of the United Nations, namely, the
safeguarding of world peace and security andthe fruit­
ful development of international co-operation.

37. I regret to have to mention here something not
connected with the ceremony of admitting new Mem­
bers, but I cannot pass over it in silence. I refer to
the groups of demonstrators who, a few yards from
the residence of my country's Head of state, continue
to insult him in the crudest manner without anyef­
fective in.tervention on the part of the police. I took
this matter up personally withthe United States Secre­
tary ot state, Mr. Herter, and asked him to request
that adequate protective measures be urgently taken
to guarantee normal conditions of work; I asked him
at the same time to inform the President of the United
states of my request as a matter of urgency. In the
course of my remarks, I clearly expressed our con­
viction that the United states Government could not in
any way decline responsibility for guaranteeing normal
conditions of life and work for the Yugoslav delegation
and for its Head, the President ofthe Yugoslav Repub­
lic, as well as for allother delegations. If it is impos­
sible to guarantee such conditione, the question arises
whether this is compatible with the normal working
of the United Nations. I felt that it was my duty to
inform the General Assembly of this situation~..

38. Mr. AM~,IOUN (Lebanon) (translated from
French): Mr. President, let me first of all congratu­
late you most warmly, on behalf of my delegation and
my country, on your election as President of this
Assembly. The speech you made at thaprevious meet­
ing was an act of faith in the destiny of the United
Nations, and we see it as anexpression of hopefulness
regarding the success of your task.

39•. This is a memorable day for the United Nations,
as it welcomes into its midst fourteen States which
recently attained independence and have come to join
the family of free and sovereign nations. Before ex­
tending congratulations to the States which we are
welcoming today, I should like to congratulate the
United Nations for being faithful to its principles of
freedom; equal sovereignty of all peoples and all races,
and human dignity. These principles are today being
solemnly translated into deeds; we hope that they will
henceforth constitute the fundamental law of this Or­
ganization, a law which the United Nations should apply
unreservedly and without restriction in its administra~
tion of world affairs as all maIlkind advances towards
this noble destiny.

40. However, as they pass within these walls, free
at last and filled with joy, these sister nations of ours
cannot help looking back and noting that they leave

behind in Africa, and elsewhere in' this wide world,
other nations to which our doors are still closed, to
which freedom continues to be denied, and which are
waiting for their rights tobe grantedto them too. After
fighting for their· independence, with the sufferings
endured in. their struggle ever vivid in their minds
and hearts, these peoples will be even more ardent
than we in fighting in a new ~rena for the independence
of their brethren-who are ours as well-and for an
end to their privations. Hence, we shall not rest until
the whole family of nations, some day which we hope
is close at hand, is assembled here in an atmosphere
of peace and harmony, labouring. together fo~the well­
being and happiness of mankind.

41. I have spoken of sovereignequality; but has equal­
ity been achieved in actual fact and in all its juridical
and. human aspects when nations which have just at­
tained it remain in want and are unable to meet their
most elementary needs? The most agonizing problem
remains that of these peoples who are ill-fed, lacking
in education, and yet, ignorant though they are, yearn­
ing for many satisfactions which are enjoyed by other
peoples. It is true that, in withdrawing from Africa.
and Asia as they are now doing, the Powers which once
colonized America, Asia and Africa have trained6lites
which will be able to direct their peoples' first foot­
steps along the path of independence and freedom;
it is true too that they have left behind an economic
system which is capable of development. Nevertheless,
the gap between theF.~ peoples and their former rulers
remains great. Ttle wealth which the latter amassed
over centuries, often at these peoples' expense, im­
poses such obligatio:t:ls upon them as that of providing
vitally needed ec~nomic and technical assistance and
promoting greater economic and social justice.

42. L, these countries, which are among the most
highly developed in the West, per caput income is
$2,300; in most of the countries of Africa and Asia, it
is barely $60 to $70. Two thousand three hundred in
one instance and sixty in the other-a ratio of 35 to 1;
when one man is paid $35, the other receives but $1.
Is such a state of affairs conceivable?

43. The unparalleled economic development of the
Western countries is unquestionably due in large
measure to Western culture and technolog'J, which
have continued 1;0 advance· for a number of centuries,
as well as to the enterprise and labour of many gen­
erations. But, on the other hand, who can deny that
the superior economic power of Western Europe and
North America is due to intensive exploitation of the
natural resources of Africa and Asia accompanied by
the payment of extremely low prices and wages?

44. The United Nations must show awareness of its
responsibilities; it must bear in mind, moreover, that
tb:ase peoples are impoverished by the extravagant
e,,--penditure on war preparations-preparations to
which they make the biggest contribution whether in
the form of raw materials purchased at the lowest pos­
sible prices or of labour receiving starvation wages.

45. Too taskofeconomic, social and cultural advance­
ment facing the peoples of Africa is a vast one. The
econo:mic assistance contemplatedbythe economically
most advanced countries, together with that of the
United Nations Special Fund, amounts to less than
$1,000 million anrrually, i.e. less tha.n $1 per person
for an impoverished or underprivileged population of
1,500 million; this is indeed inadequate for the vast



865th meeting - 20 September 1960 21

requirements of the liberated peoples in combating
hunger, illiteracy and the most agonizing spiritual
privation. In addition to being greatly increased, this
assistance must be unaccompaniedby political or other
conditions which would justify the charge of neo­
colonialism that has already been made.

46. We have confidence in the Powers which freed
these peoples and which themselves submitted their
application for admission to the United Nations. How..
ever, we do not dismiss the idea that a certain degree
of supervision 'should be exercised by the Economic
and Social Council and its regional commissions--a
supervision of the assistance g,iv'en by States.Co­
operation between these states and the United Nations
falls within the very scope oftheir eommonobjectives.
Their responsibility lies in promoting greater eco­
nomic justice and providing economic and technical
assistance. This course of action is dictated by the
principles of our Charter, from which all peoples must
benefit and the observance of which all peoples have
the duty of ensuring. The nations which we are wel­
coming have rights just as they have obligations.
Having been admitted in the name of the fundamental
principles of the United Nations, they will be more
zealous than anyone else in defending them, for they
owe to those principles their freedom·and human dig­
nity, which have at last been. recognized.
47. It has been said that this is the year of Africa.
Let us not, however, forget the Republic of Cyprus.
For it is more than the year of Africa; it is the year
of all mankind, which is at last gaining an awareness
of itself. Lebanon is particularly happy, because it Is
linked to Cyprus,.its neighbour, by bonet,s offriendship
going back three thousand years.

4S. In the African States, thousands of Lebanese are
working and will continue to work in close and loyal
co-operation with the people of those states in order
to promote their economic and sOl,ial advancement.
49. It is therefore With profound satisfaction and a
deep emotion which I will not attempt to conceal that
I salute, on behalf of my country, the entry of Cyprus
and the Africat! states into the United Nations and that
I wish them prosperity and greatness.

50. Mr. GARIN (Portugal): Mr. President, may!
express to you the warmest felicitations of the Portu­
guese delegation on your election to the high office of
the President of the. General Assembly. Your personal
and most remarkable qualifications, your wide knowl­
edge of the work of the Organization and your well­
known diplomatic tact give us the complete assurance'
that the choice made by the General Assembly is
certainly a most happy one.
51. 1'he Portuguese'delegation welcomes with great
pleasure the entry into the United Nations of all the
fourteen new Members admitted today by a unanimnus
vote of this Assembly. On behalf of the people and the
Government of .Portugal, we extend our warm and
sincere congratulations to the peoples and Govern­
ments of these new States onthis occasionwhich marks
a most important event in their national lives.

52. Portugal recognized the sovereignty and inde­
pendence of all the new Members on the very days
on which they were proclaimed, In direct communica­
tions sent to their respective Governments. Towards
all the new Members and, naturally, more particularly,
towards those among them who are, our close neigh-

bours in Africa, we entertain a firm and sincere desire
of maintaining the most amicable relations,inspired
by a spirit of mutual confidence and respect. These
feE lUngs were expressedbythe Portuguese Government
On the'occasions of our recognition of this independ­
ence, and we were happy to see suchfeelings recipl'o­
cated by all the Governments of the new states.

53. We feel confident that the newly emerged States
will make a significant and worthy contribution to the
United Nations and the cause ofworldpeace. On behalf
of the Portuguese nation, Iwl:shtiiem andtneir peoples
a happy and prosperous future.

54. Mr. TSIANG (China): Mr. President, I wish, first
of all, to congratulate you on your election to the .high
offioe of President of the General Assembly. Your
integrity and your couTtesy will enable you to guide
our deliberations along wise and fruitfu111nes.
55. The fifteenth session of the General Assembly
has begun with a happy and significant event, the .ad­
mission of fourteen new Members to this Organization.
As the representative of one of. the oldest nations in
the United Nations, ! extend to the fourteenraew Mem­
bers the congratulations and good wishes of China.

56. The admission of these fourteen new Members is
significant in many ways. It marks an important stage
in the evolution of the United Nations. Hitherto, the
great continent of Africa had been, in the opinion of
my delegation, under-representedinthe United Nations
and, I might add, in the affairs of the world. With the
addition of thirteen new African Members·, this im­
balance has been, to a large extent, redressed.

57. With new vigour andfresh viewpoints, the thirteen
new Members from Africa will, I am sure, contribute
a great deal to the discussion and solution of many
problems which the United Nations faces.

58. The people of the Republic of Cyprus have been
participants in great historical movements· andcivili­
zations. My delegation anticipates with great pleasure
co-operation with the delegation of Cyprus inthe work
of the United Nations.
59. The world is full of troubles and difficulties. To
all the new Members, I wouldllketo say: grow strong,
grow rich, grow as iast as you can. The stron~r and
richer you become, the better for you and the better
for the peace,freedomandsecurityoftheentire world.

60. The present occasion is not only a tI1ibute to the
peoples of the new nations, but. also a tribute to the
enlightened statesmanship of France, the UnitedKing­
dom and Italy, without which we might not t,e wit­
nessing· the happy event we are witnessing today. My
delegation wishes to make public acknowledgement of
this fact.
61. Mr. BHUTTO (Pakistan): At, the very outset, may
I, on behalf of my delegation, congratulate you,Mr.
President, on your election to the highoffice of Presi...
dent of the General Assembly to which you bring such
outstanding qualities.

62. On behalf of the Government and people of Pakis­
tan, I warmly welcome the admission of the thirteen
states of Africa, and of Cyprus, to the United Nations.
Belonging to a country which became free only a few
years ago, we' still' retain the memory of the :first
ecstasy of becoming free. The tremendous upsurge of
freedom which we have witnessed in. the African con-
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72. In our rejoicing, we cannot forget, or keep our
minds from returning to our brethren who a'Loe still
living under foreign rule, who still suffer and the hu­
miliation, oppression, exploitation, and even. death at
times, of dependent people. I think I voice yrJur senti­
ments when I say that we shall never rest or give up
the struggle until the last vestige offoreign domination
and exploitation disappear, not only from. the continent
of Africa, but from the face of the wrJrld wherever
found.

73. 'Mr. ABTE-WOLD (Ethiopia) eiranslated from
French) : Permit me first of all, Mr. President, to
extend to you my cordial congratulations and those of
my delegation on your election as President of the .
General Assembly. This mark of honour and confidence
which the Members of this Assembly have just con­
ferred upon you is a tribute to your distinguished quali­
ties as a statesman, and I am certain that you will
discharge your high office with the same wisdom,
fairness and impartiality that you have shown in the
past.

74. The Ethiopian delegation is happy to join the
previous speakers in expressing its ,joy at seeing
fourteen new independent States admitted to member­
ship of the United Nations. As one. of the oldest in";'
dependent countries in Mrica, Ethiopia, which, for
centuries, stood almost alone as the symbol of African
independence, has a feeling of special satisfaction at
seeing the number of independent Mrican countries
grow from year to year-and almost from day tp day.

75. With the attainment of independence and of mem­
be:rship of this Organization by no less than thirteen
AfrIcan countries and by Cyprus, which is also a
friendly neighbouring country, the fifteenth session
of the General Assembly marks a milestone in this
gratifyllng process of forward evolution.

76. Ethiopia welcomes in particular the Republic of
Somalia, a. neighbouring sister country, with which we
hope to co-operate in sincerity and friendship for the
greater good ,of our two countries. It is pleasant for
me to recall here that, ten years ago, when the ques-

tinent during the last year or two now reaches cul- but also to .teach us to live as brothers, based upon
mination in the admission of all these states to the freedom; right and justice. We now hold our own fate
United Nations. Colonialism bows out of Africa. All in our hands and we can avoid destruction only if right
these States bring to the United. Nations tremendous and justice prevail over' injustice and' exploitation.
youth and vigour. They greatly enrich this Organiza- For, what would it profit us to have all our present
tion. We trust that their enormous energy willbe used conveniences and comforts if we are not alive to enjoy
in all humility for the welfare of all mankind. them?

63. This Organization is the most potent instrument 71. It is with great satisfaction and deep emotionthat
in mankind's quest for peace and a better life. Year we welcome here today the independent States of the
after year, the strength of the United Nations has Republic of Cameroun, the Togolese Republic, the
grown. We are hopeful that, as the remaining countries Malagasy' Republic, the Republic of Somalia, the two
take their place in our midst, the principles of uni- Republics of the Congo, the Republic of Da..homey, the
versality, so intensely desired by all of us, will be Republic of the Niger, the Republic ofthe Upper Volta,
speedily realized. the Republic of the Ivory Coast, the Republic of Chad,

the Central Mrican Republic, the Gabon Republic and
64. Article 4 of the United Nations Charter spells out the Republic of Cyprus. We salute their courage, their
the conditions for admission: that a state be peace- patience and their determination. For, it is difficult
loving, that it be able and willing to fulfil the obliga- to live under any form of tutelage or domination, no
tions assumed. It is necessary, in our judgement, that matter how benevolent. It is indeed remarkable, there­
all states should, without reservation, carry out the fore, that most of these countries have achieved their
decisions of the Organization and, for this purpose, independence without untold hardship and bloodshed.
place their resources at its disposal. This is the only Your experience and your trials under such trying
way in which the hopes enshrined in the Charter can and difficult circumstances, we hope, willbringtothis
be realized. Organization a new approach to our many and v~xing

65. This moment is a climactic one, a point of time problems, which require utmost patience and per-
when all nations, big and small, rededicatethemselves severance.
to one purpose: VJ create a world free from fear, in
which all can live as good neighbOurs, in peace, in
unity and, ~\bove all, in dignity. In that sense, the ad­
mission of these states is a guide-post on the long
road to the fulfilment of human destiny.

66~ Mr. COOPER (Liberia): Like previous speakers,
Mr. President, I wish to offer you, on behalf of my
delegation and on my own behalf, our sincere con­
gratulations on your election as President of this
Assembly.

67. Mter listening to your speech, I am more COu­
vinced than ever that the w~rk of this Assembly will
be conducted smoothly, speedily and impartially.

68. Today is a great day.for the continent of Africa
and the Africans. Never in the history of the United
Nations have so many countries at one time, and from
one continent, boon admittedto this Organization. What
a record for this continent andthis people-that through
their courage, determination and tenacity, Mrica, the
second largest continent in the world, which, upto six
years ago, was represented ill. this Organization by
two independent countries, now-in less thanten years
-has twenty-three States that are Members of this
Organization.

69. What has brought about such a rapid transforma­
tion? It is the realization that people, no matter how
backward, how undeveloped, how poor, will not forever
submit tamely to foreign domination or control. Ig­
norance, poverty, backwardness do not make men love
freedom less or suppress their urge for independence
or to be masters of their own destiny. For, we were
all born free, and liberty therefore is an inalienable
right. It is only greed, jealousy and ambition, the evils
that have made one man master and the other man
slave, that have plagued our world since its creation
with strife and bloodshed.

70. It is to be· hoped that, with mental power gaining
the ascendancy over physical force, we will use this
superiority not only to improve our standardof11ving,
our conveniences and comforts, the exploring of un­
known worlds, the unravelling of the secrets ofnature,

1
I
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tion of Somalia_ was under consideration, I myself had
the honOur of leading the Ethiopian delegation. I re­
member that the Ethiopian delegationwas almost alone
at that time in urging immediate independence for
Somalia. Today, when we see our Somali breth'I~enad­
mitted to. this Organization together with other African
countries, it is gratifying for me to be present myself
and to greet-their l"epres'9ntatives.

77. On behalf of my august sovereign, His Majesty,
Emperor Haile Selassie, andthe Ethiopian Government
and people, I have the high honour of offering to the
Republic of Cameroun, to the Togolese Republic, to
the Malagasy Republic, to the Republic of Somalia, to
the Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville), to the Repub..,
lic of Dahomey, to the Republic of the Niger, to the
Republic of the Upper Volta, to the Republic of the
Ivory Coast, to the Republic of Chad, to the Republic
of the Congo (Brazzaville), to the Gabon Republic, to
the Central African Republic and to the Republic of
Cyprus our sincere congratulations and good wishes
for their prosperity and happiness.

78. Mr. ASHA (United ArahRepublic):Mr. President,
on behalf of the delegations of Yemen and the United
Arab Republic, I wish to express to you our hearty
congratulations upon your election tc;> preside over this
Assembly and to guide us through our forthcoming
deliberations. Your integrity, experience and excep~

tional ability,- through serene moments as well as in
the turbulence of crisis, give us the assurance of a
solid and heartening guarantee of success in the work
which we shall try to accomplish together during the
following weeks.

79. The delegations of Yemen and the United Arab
Republic wish also to pay high tribute to Mr. Bela'Cinde
for the exemplary manner in which he presided over
the last ~essionof the. Genera~ Assembly.

80. We greet the many worthy nations from Africa,
and the people of Cyprus, which have attained their
independence in the period between the previous ses­
sion and the present one. We welcome them to the
United Nations and to the community of independent
States. Their admission gives us good cheer and fills
our hearts with joy. Their contribution to universal
peace and prosperity will be undOUbtedly great.

81. They come forward with their enthusiasm, youth
and vigour, the same qualities which earned for them
their well-deserved independence; new to our Organi­
zation, they are 'free' from the erring, the entanglement
and the ~ntrenchment in unwise positions into which
not a few of us have been drifting for so many years.

82. The stepping of these nations in freedom into the
world of impressive realities of 1960 stirs our deepest
emotions ,sparks our most daring thoughts and spurs
our hope for greater dignity, higher honour and more
and more liberty for the human race.

83. It is with this in mind that I have the honour and
the distinct pleasure ofextendingto them, to the United
Nations and to the world community of nations at large
the greetings, warm welcome and congratUlations of
the delegations of Yemen andthe United Arab Republic.

84. Mr. TOURE IsmaEH (GUinea) (translated from
French): On behalf of' the delegation of the Republic
of Guinea, I wish first of all, Mr. President, to offer
you oUr cordial congratulations on your election to
the office of President of the General Assembly for
the f'-fteenth session. We are certa~n that, thanks to

your extensive experience of internatlonal affairs and
your personal qualities, your delicate taskwillbe per­
formed with success.

85. The delegation of the Republic of Guineafully as­
sociates itself withthe goodwishes and congratulations
just addressed to the fourteen new States Members
of our Organization. As the youngest of the ei.ghty­
two States Members of the United Nations tmd, in
particular, of_the African countries, we felt that we
should not fail to express our feelings of joy on this
momentous occasion.

86. When it attained independence, the Republic of
Guinea boldly proclaimed to the world that its sov­
ereignty would serve the cause of all Mrica. For,
when, on 28 September 1958, we finally rejected the
colonial yoke, the choice we made was above all an
African choice. For more than half a century, we _were
joined together under the same ~olonial system with
almost all the States which the General Assembly is
welcoming and honouring today. We wishto emphasize
the special meaning that the victory of the African
peoples has for the Republic of Guinea-a victory which
is lent speciaL'lustre by the simultaneous appearance_
on the international scene of anunprecedented number
of independent nations. This victory is our victory; it
is the culmination of the heroic struggle wagedby our
peoples against the colonial system. All peoples ofthe
world which are animated_ by love of freedom, dignity
and equality can take pride in it. We feel sure that
these young nations will join their efforts with ours in
order, by lending the international community greater
cohesion and strength, to speed the liberation of those
peoples which are still enslaved. This liberation, which
is so vitally necessary and is a fundamental objective
of the United Nations, will be a powerfUl stabilizing
force in the maintenance of international peace and
security. Lasting peace is not possible until all the
oppressed peoples have attained full and complete
sovereignty. '

87. We are convinced that the young nations ofAfrica
and Asia, now that they have finally cast aside the
system based on domination and indignity, will pool
all their moral and material resources with the
older nations to put an end once and for all to ex­
ploitation, injustice and inequality. We are also con­
vinced that the United Nations will be able to count on
the contribution of the new Member States in bringing
about an era of general well-being, brotherhood and
genuine peace for all peoples.

88. Mr. KHEffi (SUdan): Mr. President, let my first
words in this brief intervention be words of congratu"
lation to you on your well-deserved el~ction to the
high office of President of this Assembly. Your bril­
liant career, your. record of unfailing contribution
to the work of this Organization and your personal
qualities speak for themselves and need no emphasis.
Drawing inspiration from your great human qualities,
it is our hope and expectation trat the fifteenth session
of the General Assembly will be, as you put it, the
"Assembly of humanity".

89. Secondly, it is a soUrce of great happiness for
the delegation of the Republic ofthe Sudanto welcome,
in the name of the Government and the people of the
SUdan, the new Member States to the United Nations.
The achievement of independence is an event of para"
mount importance in the history of the peoples con­
cerned, and also to their friends and neighbours, for
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it represents the means to the fulfilment of the hopes
and aspirations of those peoples for a dignified and
better life. To other peoples of the world, and in par­
ticular to those of us joined in this Organization, the
liberation of subject peoples is one of the most im­
portant factors in lessening the forces of conflict in
the world of today and in releasing the energies of
peoples for the realization of the very aims the United
Nations stands for.

90. Once more, may 1 extend my heartiest welcome
to our new Members. I am confident that they will
prove to be an unfailing source of strength to our great
Organization in the interest of worldpeace andfaithful
co~peration amongst nations.

91. Mr. AVEROFF-TOSSIZZA (Greece) (translated
from French): To the congratulations which have been
addressed to you and with which, as you are aware,
Mr. .President, I associate myselfwhole-heartedly, I
wish to add a word of congratulation to ourselves for
electing a Pr.esident who is so capable and, if I may
say so, is endowed with so attractive a personality.

92. Before paying tribute to the new Members, I feel
I should pay tribute to the United Nations itself, for
several, if not all, .of the new Members admitted today
were undoubtedly assisted by the United Nations in
their preparation for and attainment of independence.
It behoves me to recognize that fact andto pay a fitting
tribute. Greece which, at the costofveryheavy sacri­
fices, had the great privilege of being amongthe foun­
ders of this world Organization, is particularly proud
to have contributed to that founding when it sees the
work done by the United Nations in this field.

93. As representative of the Greek Government, I am
partiCUlarly happy to address a cordial greetingtothe
new States which have todaybeen adm.ittedto the United
Nations. These are young andvigorous peoples, alm.ost
all of which live on the Mrican continent-that great
continent whose moral, political, spiritual andmaterial
awakening we are watching with admiration, interest
and sympathy. From the bottom of my heart, I wish
all the new Members much happiness.
94. Now I should like to address a more special greet­
ing to one of the new Members the great majority
of whose population is Greek. As representative of
Greece, I welcome with deep emotion the entry of
Cyprus into this Organization~I welcome the affirma­
tion of .its international identity-wholly free., wholly
independent, wholly the master of its own destiny. I
feel bound to state to you my conviction that the Re­
public of Cyprus, with its 3,000..year-old.civilization,
will be a constructive member of the international
community. To cite but one reason for my optimism,
may I' say that the splendid co-operation shown by
the Greek and Turkish communities on the island in
managing their domestic affairs is an earnest of the
spirit of international co-operation which, I am cer­
tain, will characterize this young Republic in the
eastern Mediterranean.
95. On behalf of Greece, IwishtheRepublicof.Cyprus
and all the new sister states of the great African con­
tinent an independent existence filled with happiness.

96. Mr. SARPER (Turkey): 1 wish, first of all, to
offer you, Mr. J:."'1"esident, mywarmest congratulations
as well as the cO~lgratulationsofthe Turkish delegation
on the occasion of your election to this high office of
the presidency (If the General Assembly.

97. It is a great pleasure and privilege for me to
extend the congratulations of Turkey to the fourteen
countries admitted today to membership of this Or­
ganization. I think I should join my ~Q.0lleague, the
Foreign Minister of Gree.ce, in making a special men­
tion of Cyprus. I extendto the youngRepublic of Cyprus
the. congratulations of the Turkish people and of the
Turkish Government on this happy occasion.

98. 1 wish to add my personal good wishes for the
success and prosperity of the people of Cyprus. Their
success will largely depend upon a sincere!co-operation
between the two distinct entities-the two communities
-a co-operation in the spirit. of theexfsting agree­
ments based on a balanced safeguard of interests and
rights of each community.

99. Mr. EDUSEI (Ghana): May I personally and on
behalf of my delegation congratulate you, Mr. Presi­
dent,on your election to the high office which you now
occupy. Ireland and Ghana'have a common heritage,
not only because our two countries had to struggle
hard to attain independence and sovereignty from the
United Kingdom but also because many Ghanaians spent
their student days in your beautiful country. I sincerely
believe that under your able guidance we shall find
solutions to our problems.

100. Today is a momentous day in the life of our
great continent. To the delegation, the Government
and the people of Ghana it is a source of grCS:1t pride
and happiness to welcome to this world Organization
our sister nations from Africa, and also the Republic
of Cyprus.

101. It was the Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah, the Presi­
dent of the Republic of Ghana, who proclaimed to the
world when we became independent that Ghana's in­
dependence was meaningless unless it was linked up
with the total liberation of the Mrican continent. In­
spired by such aims, all ofus in Africa have struggled
to help ourselves by political organization and legiti­
.mate agitation to rid ourselves and the continent of
Mrica of the yoke of foreign rule, of colonialism and
imperialism. For thirteen dependent States to accede
to independence in a single year is an indication that
Mrica intends to be completely free. As we have al­
ways said, Mrica cannot be half free, half slave, and
so we want to assure all the representatives that in
a very short time all Mrican States will be free and
full Members of this Organization.

102. You, Mr. President, have expressed the hope
that this Assembly will go down in history as the
ffAssembly of humanity". My delegation and I myself
have no doubt that all the Mrican delegations will
conduct themselves in a manner which will make the
realization of this aim possible. The role of Mrica in
this world Organization is going to be decisiv~. I have
no doubt whatsoever that our sister Mrican States
which have just joined us will feel free to speak their
minds freely, without fear or favour, in the cause of
Africa and world peace and thus help the further pro­
jection of the Mrican personality, whose influence
cannot but do good in the world.

103. Africa belongs to the peoples of Mrica and is
not-I repeat, is not-and never was a projection of
Europe. And those European Powers who still think
that they can create political and economic confusion
in the continent, are doomedto failure. We shall expose
tbem all.
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104. We reaffirm our support for the United Nations
and our unswerving loyalty to the Purposes and Prin­
ciples of the Charter. It is our belief that the :future
of humanity rests on the success or failure of this
Organization, and it is our sincere belief that Africa
-in the year of Africa and in the years to come-will
not let down the United Nations.
105. I wish to place on record the honour my delega­
tion holds to those who fell in the struggle for the
political emancipation of their countries.
106. Hands off Africa. Africa is on the march. No
amount of threats and no amount of intimidations and
no amount of imprisonment will deter the honourable
cause of Africa.
107. I entreat the new African states to project the
African personality and to speak out, so that our suf­
fering masses and brothers who are not yet free will
know that Africa has more Members in the United
Nations.
108. Once again, on behalf of my delegation, and my­
self, I welcome the new Members to our Organization.

109. Mr. M'HAMMEDI (Morocco) (translated from
French): Mr. President, the Moroccan delegation is
most happy to extend to you its cordial congratulations
on your well-deserved election as head of the present
General Assembly.
110. May I also, on behalf of His Majesty, the King
of Morocco, his Government and his people, who re­
gained their freedom and independence by fighting for
them, offer to our fellow African states andtheir peo­
ples our warmest congratulations OlL their attainment
of independence and their admission to this Organiza­
tion.
111. If the Republic of Cyprus, because of its rich
history and its civilization, has rendered inestimable
services to the world community, mankind owes no
less a debt to us, the peoples of Africa, and to the
African peoples which we are welcomingtoday, for the
world benefited from our natural andhuman resources
for centuries in achieving well-being and prosperi~·.

112. The presence of the African nations inthe United
Nations inaugurates a new era inworldhistory-thatof
the creation of a wo~id based on peace and prosperity.

113. For, until the last few years, Africa was a con­
tinent locked in a struggle for the liberation of the
individual and of cOmmunities. It did not yet hold the
reins of its destiny in its own hands. The whole of
African history was a struggle to replace an old order
that was temporary and unstable by an order that was
natural, firmly established and stable.

114. The event which we are celebratingtoday stamps
this century as not only that of the atom but also and
above all that of universality and freedom acquired
tltrough sacrifice by the Jl(aoples of Africa, whichhave
so long been muzzled and exploited.

115. The Kingdom of Morocco, an African State, is
particularly pleased to note this event, which does it
honour and lends it strength.

116. The world is at a decisive turning-point in
its historical evolution. Freedom is advancing from
triumph to triumph. The unity and universality ofman
are becoming an increasingly obvious fact. These two
concepts are being translated into reality by the in...
creasing and effective participation of the African. .

continent in world affairs. My country therefore speaks
with assurance,and, with your leave, speaksonbehalf
of the African community, when it asserts that Africa
must continue the struggle to make its independence
complete find to safeguard its integrity.

117. At the same time, however, Africa must redouble
its vigilance, lest it fall into the trap of disunity and
division. The u..'lity of the African peoples, of which
we are one, is therefore a prerequisite for the con'"
solidation of their independence. Suchunitywill enable·
us to mobilize our efforts and to rely essentially and
above an' on our own toil and sacrifice, yet without
spurning disinterested andeffective assistance offered
by friendly peoples-although, let it not be forgotten,
such assistance is to be regarded as somethingpurely
auxiliary and subsidiary.
118. I cannot close without expressing the hope that
our ranks will soon be swelled by those peoples which,
like Algeria, are still fighting .for their freedom ~nd

which are justified in insisting upon the fullest support
from the United Nations for the sake of justice and
peace.

,

119. Mr. wtRJ'OPRANOTO (Indonesia): In taking the
floor today, I should like, first of all, On behalf of the
Indonesian delegation, to extend toyou, Mr. President,
our sincere congratulations on your election to the
high office of President of the General Assembly. It is
true that the agenda for the present session is loaded
with many explosive items. However, I am confident
that, under your wise guidance, this session will
achieve its end in accordance with the Purposes and
Principles of the Charter.

120. Speaking on the subject of the admission of new
Members, it is a great honour indeed, both for the
Indonesian Government and for the people of Indonesia,
to extend the warmest congratulations to the Govern­
ments and peoples of the newly admitted Member
States: the Republic of Came.!'oun, the TOgOlese Repub­
lic, the Malagasy Republic, the Republic of Somalia,
the Republic of the Congo (LeoI.oldville), the Republic
of Dahomey, the Republic of the Niger, the Republ1c
of the Upper Volta, the Republic of the Ivory Coast,
the Republic of Chad, the Republic ofthe Congo (Braz­
zaville), the Gabon Republic, the Central African
Republic and the Republic of Cyprus.

121. The admission of these new Members to our
Organization will, .I am sure, give new strength and
importance tc the role of our Organization in world
affairs. I trust that these new Members will make a
positive contribution to the maintenance of peace in
this troubled world.
122. Until the beginning of this year, all the newly
admitted states had been, in one form or another,
under the rule of other nations. They were colonies.
Thanks to the energetic struggle of. the people and
their nation~ leaders, one by one they have been able
to achieve their national independence. This has not
been done without sacrifice. Indeed, for many years
in the past, their lives have known nothing but sacri­
fice. This sacrifice, however, has proved to be the
investment of their present victory. Now they are
sovereign.

123. Today we witness a momentous occasion in which
the former rulers and ruled recognize each other as
equals and as full members of the community of sov­
ereign states.



128. The admission of the fourteen States is another
monumental landmark in the long struggle of the sub­
ject nations for freedom and equality with the rest of
the world. My own country and my people have played
an important role in that struggle, and I am proud to
say that we became independent fourteen years ago,
not by force of arms, not by shedding precious blood
in the battlefields, but by peaceful and friendly ne­
gotiations with a magnanimous country, often unde­
servedly referred to here as an imperialist nation.
My delegation, therefore, has a special Feason to be
overwhelmed by joy and pride in welcoming the new
Member States to the United Nations, for most of them
also won their freedom by peaceful means.

126. Mr. MILLAN (Philippines): The Philippine dele­
gation takes this opportunity to express its sincerest
congratulations to you, Mr. President, on your election
to the highest office in the United Nations. In electing
you, the Members of the General Assembly manifested
their high regard and esteem for you personally and
for the country and the people whom you represent.

127. Today we have witnessed the entry into this
august body of the representatives of fourteen new
States from Africa and the Mediterranean area. It
was with much pleasure and great honour that my
country and my delegation took part in the admission
of these States to membership of our international
Organization. The unanimity with which the General
Assembly voted for their admission shows once again
its sincerity and determination in pursuing the lofty
principles embodied in the United Nations Charter.

129. I must say in all candour, however, that, although
we are here now, our common struggle is not yet fully
won. Together, and with the support of other Members,
we must work unceasingly and relentlessly, within
the framework of the United Nations Charter, for the
liberation of other peoples still under colonial sub­
jection and for their admission to membership in this
international Organization. Above all, we must work
unceasingly and relentlessly for the eeonomic pro­
gress that is so essential to the reality of political
independence. My delegation is confident that the
presence here of the delegations of the new Member
States will add more lustre to the great record of the
United Nations and will lend strength and vigour to
its efforts to promote lasting peace for the whole world
and the prosperity and happiness of all mankind.

130. Mr. Krishna MENON (India): Mr. President, my
delegation joins with many others which have expressed
themselves on this rostrum in conveying its congratu­
lations to you on your election to the high office of
President of this Assembly. The Assembly may feel
assured that under your wise guidance andyour patient

26 General Assembly - Fifteenth Session - Plenal'Y Meetings

124. The struggle for freedom for all nations, how- steering of tbe business in the Assembly our difficult
ever, has not yet ended. ColoniaHllID is still not dead. agenda will have smoother sailing than otherwise.
Millions of peoples are sUll uncf'11' colonial oppressiol'l~ 131. I should also like to take this opportunity to re-
but 1 am convinced that they also will ~:m~ day be able
to take their destiny into their own hands. The day call the great services rendered by your predecessor,
will soon come-and I : ')k forward to it-when they Mr. Bela6nde, in this Assembly by his unfailing kind­
will join us in this Organization. ness and courtesy and the extreme patience withwhich

he conducted the business duringthe fourteenth regular
125. We extendto our friends a most cordial welcome session and the fourth emergency special session.
to this Assembly and we hope that, together with other 132. The fact that so many of us are gathered here
delegations, particularly those of the Afrioan-Asian for the second successive night meeting, ,although we
group, joint efforts will be undertaken for peace and did not have. the privilege 'of being consulted, is tes­
justice and for a peaceful, just and prosperous life
for all nations. timony to the sentiments we desire to express on the

admission of the new Members to the United Nations.

133. I hope I will not be striking a discordant note if
I refer to the hard reality that not long ago the item
"Admission of new Members to the United Nations"
was a hardy annual item which did not produce many
results for a long time. With the lowering of tensions
in the world, to which all sides contributed, we have
had, first of all, the entry of fifteen 01' sixteen of the
older free nations, now followed each year by a suc­
cession of nations from Asia and Africa. So the great
current that began at the beginning of this century
with the break-up of the Ottoman Empire and the lib­
eration of western Asia, and which continued in the
rest of Asia, now has spread over the greater part of
Africa-but not all of Mrica. And this movement, ir­
respective of whatever forces may be brought to bear
against it, will :not stop until every part of the world
and every human being in this world lives under a
free r~gime.

134. So today we think oj( these fourteen new nations
which have joined us-some of them on the continent
of Africa, others like Cyprus, populated by people
who have inherited an ancient civilization. I think it
is als.o right to say that, in some of these cases, as
in Somaliland and Cyprus, for example-I hope I am
not discriminating against anyone in this-the United
Nations has taken a direct part, if I may say so, in
that liberation. Not only those who have gained liberty
but also those who denied them liberty have learned
the lesson of liberty because the burden of empire is
not always on those over whom the empire rules, but
n .. +l."", """",,,nlo "f H"o OTV'lni"'A HSt:llH The" Tna" a1 sn 'rp-st
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content in thinking that, with the eXllnsion of the po­
litical dimensions of humanity, they have contributed
to this vast Organization l~eater and greater power
towards peace because empire and peace do not live
together. The greater the inroads we make into the ne­
gation offreedom which empire represents, the greater
the hope and the prospect Cif peace in this world.

135. My delegation would also like to recall on this
occasion the great numbers of men, women and states­
men who have contributE~d much both in the ruling
countries and in the ruled or oppressed countries in
order to bring about this consummation. I think it is
only right that we should! also remember those men
and women who made the supreme sacrifice in order
that those who came after them might become citizens
of a free country.

136. The United Nations can congratulate itself that
it i~ receiving into its fold millions of human beings
who, perhaps a generati1n ago, would not have been
thought of in this context, but who today represent in
~heir own persons and presence here as independent
nations the triumph of the principles of the Charter.
But that triumph would have been short-lived unless
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the imbalances that exist in the world, largely as the
result of previou.s conditions, are not redressed both
by the efforts of the peoplp, who are liberated and by
those who are in more privileged positions.

137. I conclude by saying that, even before this As­
sembly rises, we hope to welcome into this fold newer
elements who represent this freedom andthat the whole
continent of Mrica, the rest of Asia, the remnants of
the oolonial empires will also see either the light of
day or the curtain wh'.oh keeps them away from it will
be ripped open by the force and energy of peoples.
Once again, I wish to congratulate all these new coun­
tries that have come into the United Nations, and my
delegation and my country can make no distinction
between one and the other because they all belong to
the common land of freedom. We welcome them here.
It is a privilege for us to do so, and I am quite cer­
tain that these nations will add to the strength of this
Assembly in the strenuous efforts it must make in
order to bring peace and co-operation to this world.

138. Mr. SANZ BRIZ (Spain) (translated from Span­
ish): Permit me, I\il:r::. President, to congrat\llate. you
most cordially on your \yell-deserved election to the
highest office in our Organization.

139. The Spanish delegation wishes to address words
of wal"m welcome and greeting to the countries which
have just entered the United Nations. Almost all of
them are States situated on the continent of Mrica
which are linked to Spain by ties of sympathy and af­
fection. We are also welcoming the Republic of Cyprus

Litho in U.N.

-a Mediterranean country, as is ours to a great ex"
tent, and one eminently endowed with that Hellenic
culture to which our own owes so much, inasmuch as
we derive from Greece a great part of our spiritual
heritage~ We are therefore second to none in the joy
with which we welcome the new States. We wish to
point out, however, that the integration of this sub­
stantial portion of Mrica into the international com­
munity is not an event that can be dismissed with a
few words of greeting. Since the President asked us
at the beginning ofthe debate [864th meeting] to confine
our remarks within this compass and since the hour
is advancing, we shall limit ourselves to these brief
welcoming phrases-which, rather than mere phrases,
are the expression of a profoundemotion that is ,readi..
ly understandable in a Spaniard.

140. Nevertheless, the matter is of such importance
that we reserve the right to revert to it in subsequent
discussions in the General Assembly. Since we do not
wish to prolong a meeting which has already lasted so
long, we shall conclude these remarks, but they do
not fully express the feeling of hope and expectanc~;

aroused in us by the gratifying fact that so many new
nations have just been admitted to the forum of the
United Nations.

141. The PRESIDENT: As we have now come to the
end of the speeches of welcome to the new Members,
the Assembly will probably feel that this is an ap­
propriate point at which to adjourn.

The meeting rose at 10.50 p.m.

7700l-December 1960-2,225




