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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), which has been
in existence since 1 October 1980, is an autonomous institution within the
framework of the United Natious, established by the General Assembly in its
resolution 34/83 M for the purpo~e o£ undertaking independent research on
disarmament ond related problems f particularly international security issues,
working in close relationship with the Department for Disarmament Affairs.

2. The statute ~f UNIDIR was approved by the General Assembly in its resolution
39/148 H of 17 December 1984.

3. The statute provides that the Institute shall work on the basis of the
provisions of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly, the first speci~l session devoted to disarmament (General Assembly
resolution S-10/2), and that it shall aim atl

(a) Providing the international community with more diversified and complete
data on problems r~lating to international security, the armaments race and
disarmament in all fields, particularly in the nuclear field, so as to facilitate
progress, through negotiations, towards greater security for all States and towards
the economic and social development of all peoples;

(b) Promoting informed participation by all States in disarmament efforts;

(c) Assisting onguing negotiations on disarmament and continuing efforts to
ensure greater international security at a progressively ~ower level of armaments,
particularly nuclear armaments, by means of objectives hnd factual studies and
analyses;

(d) Carrying out more in-depth forward-looking and long-term research on
disarmament, so as to provide a general insight into the problems involved, and
stimulating new initiatives for new negotiations.

4. The present report is submitted to the General Assembly ln pursuance of
paragraph 6 of its resolution 39/148 H, by which the Director is invited to report
annually to the Assembly on the altivities carried out by the Institute. AI In
past years, these reports have b~en for a l2-month period, from October to
September of the following year. However, following the dec:ision to hold one
meeting of the Board of Trustees in July, this procedure has had to be changed as
at this year. In this transitional year, the present report, therefore, relates to
the activities carried out by the Institute during the period October 1988 to
June 1989. It is expected that future reports will be for 12-month per~ods, from
July to June of the following year.

5. An account of the activities of the Secretary-General's Advisory Bo~rd on
Disarmament Matters, functioning ir. its capacity as the Board of Trustee~ of UNDIR,
is given in a separate report (see annex 11 of the pr6sent document).

/ ...
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11. ORGANIZATION AND METHODS OF WORK

6. UNIOIR has a very small staff, which, at present, in addition to the Director,
consists of a Deputy Director and two General Service staff. The Institute relies
heavily on project-rolated short-term contracts to implement its research
programme. This aystem of recruitment, which is geared to the research programme
and designed on a project basis, permits recourse to and utilization of reputable
expertise available both inside and out~ide the United Nations system. This method
has also contributed to the efforts of UNIDIR to expand its relations and contacts
with other research institutes and indiv~dual experts from all over the world.
Full use is being made of existing United Nations services to ensure co-ordination,
economy and cost-effectiveness.

7. Within the approved research programme, the Institute hires the services of,
or develops co-operation with, individual experts or research organizations for the
implementation of the programme. It appruaches those whom it considers qualified
to be enagaged in the respective research projects, determines the framework of the
research and subsequently reviews the manuscript at the time of its finalization by
the author before its pUblication and dissemination. Groups composed of persons
known for their expertise and experience may be established to assist in c8rry1ug
out research projects so that a multidisciplinary approach and various schools of
thought can be taken into account.

8. In each UNIOIR pUblication the procedure followed in the implementation and
finalization of the research project is stated to make it understood that, although
conducted within the research programme of UNIDIR and on its initiative, the
contents of the pUblication are the responsibility of the author. Nevertheless,
without taking a position on the views expressed by the authors of its research
pUblications, UNIOIR assumes responsibility for. determining whether the research
merits publication and dissemination.

9. Voluntary contributions from States and public and private organizations form
the principal financing of the Institute's activities. A subvention towards
meeting the cost of the Director and the staff of the Institute is provided from
the regular budget of the United Nations, in conformity with the provisions of the
statute of UNIOIR. For 1989 this subvention was $61,600 less than the maximum sum
that could be provided in terms of the statute.

10. During the period under review, the following countries and institutions have
either pledged or paid in contributions to the Institute's Trust Fund, which are
being utilized to finance the 1989 work programme of thb Institute: Argentina,
Australia, Bahamas, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Finland, France, Greece,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sri Lanka,
Sweden, Swit7-erland, Toqo, Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics, the Canadian
Institute for International Peace and Security and the Ford Foundation. In
addition, under an agreemtint with the Government of Japan, a three-year project
from 1986 to 1989 for the establishment of a data base on disarmament is being
financed from the Trust Fund for Interest on the Contribution to the United Nations
Special Account. A grant from the Stiftung Vokswagenwerk assisted the financing of
the symposiwm on defensive strategies, uefense postures and disarmament arranged by
UNIDIR in association with the United Nations Association of the United Gtates and

/ ...
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the Max Planck Society of the Federal Republic of Germany. UNIDIR avails itself of
this opportunity to express its gratitude to these countries and institutions for
their generous contributions.

Ill. COMPLETED PROJECTS

A. Conventional disarmament in EurQpe

11. The Conference on Problems and Perspectives of CQnventiona1 Disarmament in
Europe, organized by UNIDIR, with the cQ-operation of the Institut francaise des
relatiQns internatiQna1es (IFRI), was held at the Palais des NatiQns, Geneva, from
23 to 25 January 1989. As part of the preparation for the CQnference, tWQ research
repQrts reflecting different perspectives were published by UNIDIR during the
period under review and a further research report is under preparation. The third
issue of the UNIDIR "Newsletter", published in September 1988, was also devoted to
conventional armaments limitatiQn and confidence-building measures in Europe.

12. The January 1989 Conference was attended, on a balanced basis, by diplomats,
government Qfficials, schQlars and researchers representing vari?us schQQls of
t~ought. The subject was of interest nQt only tQ European cQuntries and their
public but alsQ to the international community at large. For this reaSQn, UNIDIR
ensured a substantial participation from other regions and especially from the
non-aligned countries .•
13. The keynote address was delivered by Mr. Rene Felber, Federal CQunsellor and
Chief of the Department Qf FQreign Affairs of Switzerland.

14. Five sessions were held, during which the follQwing subjects were discussed:

(a) ConventiQnal forces in EurQpe: present state and strategic doctrines,
with reports by Arne Olav Bruntland and Victor KarpQv;

(b) PrQbl~ns of cQmparisQn between different cQnventiQnal armament systems,
with reports by Jon Gunderson and Gyula Horn;

(c) Objectives and methQds of reduction, limitation and stabilization, with
repQrts by NikQlai ChervQv and Jerome PaQlini;

(d) CQnfidence-building measures and verificatiQn, with reports by
Adam-Daniel RQtfeld and JQseph Schaerli;

(e) CQnventional disarmament in Europe and its impact on the rest of the
world, with reports by Oluyemi Adeniji and Rikhi Jaipal.

15. The Conference attracted wide media attention.

16. The participants agreed that UNIDIR had fulfilled a useful function by
organizing the CQnference, particularly Qn the eve of the commencement Qf talks at
Vienna on the cQnventional fQrces in EurQpe. The proceedings Qf the CQnference are
in the prv~ess Qf being published.

I • •.
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B. VerificatiQn

17. A prQject on a technical aspect Qf verification entitled "Verification by
airbQrne systems" commenced in 1988. It seeks tQ prQvide a cQmprehensive guide Qn
the pQtential of airbQrne remote sensing systems in the field Qf arms control
verification, examining the technical, legal and QperatiQnal considerations
invQlved. The wQrk is nQW cQmp1eted and will be published in the CQurse of 1989 as
a research report.

18. Two UNIDIR research papers on verification issues were published in late 1988.

C. UNIDIR "Newsletter"

19. The publication of UNIDIR "Newsletter" was continued as a means of maintaining
and develQping cQ-QperatiQn amQng research institutes in the field Qf disarmament,
internatiQnal security and other related fields and as a cQnduit fQr informatiQn tQ
Qthers.

20. During the periQd under review, four issues were published. The subject
issues focused on cQnventiQnal armaments limitation and CBMs in Europe (No. 3,
September 1988) and on chemical weapons (No. 1, March 1989). The two regiQna1
issues were devoted to research in the Asian and Pacific regiQn (NQ. 4,
December 1988) and Latin America and the Caribbean (No. 2, June 1989).

•
21. The two remaining issues for 1989 will be devoted to the preventiQn Qf an arms
race in Quter space and tQ disarmament research in Eastern EurQpe.

D. Disarmament and development

22. UNIDIR is co-operating clQsely with the Department for Disarm&;~nt Affairs in
the implementatiQn Qf the Programme of ActiQn of the International CQnference on
the RelatiQnship between Disarmament and Development. With regard to the
mQnitQring Qf trends in military spending throughout the wQrld, UNIDIR has
cQmpleted the prep~ratiQn of a cQmprehensive bibliQgraphy Qf secondary SQurces
whicb will be published. The wQrk was undertaken within the framework Qf a joint
UNIDIR/Department for Disarmament Affairs project.

E. Fellowship and internship prQgramme

23. The Institute's regular fellQwship programme enables scholars from develQping
CQuntries to undertake research on disarmament in UNIDIR. The work of visiting
fellows continued to make an important contribution. During 1989, the visiting
fellows of UNIDIR are: Mr. Jorge Antonio Lazaro Ge1dres (Peru),
Mr. Yuri Octavian Thamrin (Indonesia), Mrs. Margaret Vogt (Nigeria) and
Mrs. Pham Thanh Van (Viet Nam).

I . .•
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24. UNIDIR also welcomed several interns from Canada, France, the Federal Republic
of Germany and Spain.

F. ~blications

25. The research reports produced by UNIDIR are intended for publication and wide
dissemination through free distribution to diplomatic missions and sales through
the United Nations Sales Section and other outlets. In addition to research
reports, UNIDIR publishes research papers written by researchers within UNIDIR and
related to its programme of work. They are distributed in the same manner as the
research reports. The third category of publicat-;.ons programme of UNIDIR is the
quarterly "Newsletter". The mailing list of T.itHDIR of individuals and institutions
who receive its publications has been expanded considerably in the last year.

26. Under an arrangement concluded with Taylor and Francis, the London based
puulishing house with branches in New York, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.,
selected UNIDIR research reports are now published in English by Taylor and Francis
and are available for purchase through their sales network as well as through the
United Nations Sales Section. A similar arrangement is being negotiated for the
pUbli~ation of UNIDIR research reports in French.

2". Nine publications were issued during the short period under review, all of
which are available on sale to the public through the regular channels for the
distribution of United Nations publications. In addition, tour issues of the
UNIDIR "Newsletter" were published.

28. The publications issued are the followingz

Research reports:

(a) CQAventional Disarmament in Europe, by Andre Bie, Manfred Mueller,
8e1ga Schirmeister and Andrzej Karkoszka, Geneva, UNIDIR, 1988, 54 p. (United
Nations publication, Sales No. GV.E.88.0.6) (also available in Frenchz L§
dSsarmement classiQue e.n Europe);

(b) Les forces c1assiQues en Europe et la maitrise des armaments, by
Pierre Lellouche and Jerome Paolini, eds. (IFRI), Geneva, UNIDIR, 1989, 100 p.
(also available in English: Conventional Disarmament and Arms Limitation 1n
Europe) (United Nations pUblication, Sales No. GV.F.89.0.6);

(c) Arms Transfers and Dependence, by Christian Catrina, published for UNIDIR
by Taylor and Francis (New York and London), 1988, 409 p., ISBN 0-8448-15926;

(d) ~~Q1H\.l..__Se-CM-[j.t-y-_ CQJlCJ;'Rt-sQC-S.ta._t,..e~u __ N-.!t~_~~gJ_~Jl9, by Rennedy Grahan,
published for UNIDIR by Taylor and Francis (New York and London), 1989, 180 p.,
ISBN 0.8448.1614.0;

I • ••
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Research papers:

(a) Une approche juridique de la verification en maitiere de desarmement ou
de limitation des armements - research paper No. 1, by Serge Sur, Geneva, UNIDIR,
September 1988, 70 p. (United Nations publication, Sales No. GV.F.88.D.S) (also
available in English: A Legal Approach to Verification in Disarmament or Arms
Limitation) •

(b) Problemes de verifi~atiQn du Trait~ ~~J[g~in9ton du 8Pecembre 1987 sur
l'elimination des missiles a portee intermediair~ - research paper No. 2, by
Serge Sur, Geneva, UNIDIR, October 1988, 70 p. (United Nations publication, Sales
No. GV.F.aa.D.7) (also available in English: Verification problems of the
Washington Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate Range Missiles);

(c) Mesures de confiance de la CSCE: documents et commentaires, research
paper No. 3, by Victor-Yves Ghebali, March 1989, 112 p. (United Nations
publication, Sales No. GV.F.89.D.5) (also forthcoming in English);

(d) The Prevention of Geographical Proliferation Qf Nuclear Weapons: Nuclear
WeapQn Free-Zones and Zones of Peace in the Southern Hemisphere, research paper
No. 4, by EdmundQ Fujita, April 1989, 53 p. (United Nations publication, Sales
No. GV.E.89.D.8) (also available in French: La prevention de la proliferation
geographigue des armes nucleaires: zones exemptes d'armes nucleaires et zones de
paix dans l'hemisphere sud);

(e) The Future Chemical weapons Convention and its Organization: th&
Executive Council, research paper No. 5 by Thomas Bernauer, Geneva, UNIDIR,
May 1989, 36 p. (United NatiQns publication, Sales NQ. GV.E.89.0.7) (alsQ
fQrthcQming in French).

IV. CURRENT AC~IVITIES

A. National concepts Qf security

29. The prQject on national concepts of security of States has been a constant
element of the UNIDIR wQrk programme for several years. The original intent was to
publish a series Qf concise studies of 30 to 40 pages each, prepared by experts
frQm the respective States and presenting the basic features of the security
cQncepts of those States. Keeping within that format, UNIDIR has pUblished, in
chrQnQIQgical order, studies Qn the national concepts of security of YugQslavia,
Belgium, Austria, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States of
America and China.

30. Conducted in a systematic way, such a series C3n greatly prQmQte the
understanding Qf natiQna1 policies and facilitate the appreciatiQn Qf specific
conduct by States in a more general cQntext. It could also explain some of the
difficulties encountered in the course Qf disarmament negotiatiQns. A globally
shared Qbjective, such as general and cQmplete disarmament under effective
international control, is adapted in various ways to conform with diverse national
security approaches, depending on each State's perceived security inte~ests.

I • ••
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31. UNIDIR has now revised the format and structure of these monographs to ensuro
that they attain the objectives of the project without being entirely descriptive.

32. Under this revised format and structure, a research report on the national
security concept of New Zealand has been completed and published. Research reports
on a number of other countries are being undertaken with the co-operation of
qualified authors who will meet in 1969 under the aegis of UNIDIR in order to
discuss their research methodology and the different approaches to their task.

B. S@curity of third world cQyntries

33. In 1987, the UNIDIR Board of Trustees had expresed a wide measure of support
for a research project on the security of third world' countries. UNIDIR
accordingly developed a project proposal that envisages a comprehensive analysis of
security of third world countries.

34. A group of scholars adequately representative of the political and
geographical diversity in the third world have been invited to approach the subject
both from a regional perspective and in its totality, examining specific threats to
the security of third world countries and identifying the elements of third world
perceptions of security.

35. The first meeting of the group was held at New Delhi from 4 to
6 February 1989, with the co-operation of the Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses of India. The project is expected to be completed in 1990.

C. Verification

National cQncepts

36. A research project analy1ing in detail the viewpoints of States in
multilateral disarmament negotiations on the problem of verification is under way.
Two research reports are expected to be completed under this project.

Repertory Qf v@rification methods, procedures and techniques

37. The project aims at elaborating a repertory of methods and practices
concerning verification of treaties and agreements currently in force so as to
assist the international community in assessing actual experience in this field.

38. rhe project is being undertaken with the assistance of a group of experts from
various fields, who serve in their personal capacity.

39. The group of experts is composed of: Anguel Anastassov (Bulgaria),
Adolf von Baeckmann (International Atomic Energy Agency), Gilles Cottereau
(France), Du Shuhua (China), Jozef Goldblat (Sweden), Hendrik Johannes van der Graaf
(Netherlands). Michail Kokeev (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), Ahmed Mahiou
(Algeria), Ellis Morris (Canada), William Potter (United States of America) and
J. S. Teja (India).

I • ••



A/44/421
English
Page 10

40. The first expert group meeting was held at Yalta, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, from 1 to 4 March 1989. The project will be completed in 1990.

D. Qlc\ter space

~blems Qf definitiQn and dem~~tion in the prev~on of an arms race in outer
space

41. FQllowing the successful conclusion of the first research project on outer
space, which resulted in the UNIUIR publication entitled Disarmamentl _~[Qblernw.

related to Outer Spa~, a second project was initiated in 1988. It deals with
pro~lems of definition and demarcation in the prevention of an arms race ~n outer
space and it entails the pooling of the expertise of an international group of
scientific and legal experts under the aegis of UNIDIR to provide a variety of
optional approaches ~hat tne intern~tional community could utilize in the task of
preventing an arms r~ce i~ ov~er spacb.

42. The expert group is composed ofl Khairy Aly (Egypt), ~runo Bertntti (Italy,),
Paul A. Boi~, ~nat (Argentina), Yv~s Boyer (France), Ashton B. Carter (United States
Qf Americi~}, Q. Chandrashokar (India), Pal Dunay (Hun~ary), Hubertus Feigl
(Germ"ny, ttl~erdl Republic of), Dieter Felske (Gerl1l11n ~dmocratic Ret-ublic),
Thomas H. Johnson (United States of America), S. Rodionov (Union of Soviet
Socialist RepublicF), Paul ~tares (United Kingdom of Great Britain a~d Northern
Ireland), Alexei Vasiliypv (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), lvan A. Vlaslc
(Cana~a), C. Vo~te (Net" ~Bnds) and Ch~n l~ongqing (China). Bhupendra Jasani
(United Kingdom) is co-ordinating the proj~ct. The members of the group function
in their individual capacities.

43. The project is expp~~ed to be ~oncluded in lat~ 1989.

E. pj~ament-and development

Strategies for conversion oL resource5 (Lam mili~ry to~~yilian ~

44. The conversion of. the military sector to civilian uses has been the subject of
res'9arch in some countries and for /ipecific areas. This research project examines
the re-deployment of resources, inclUding manpower resources from military to
civilian p~rp~3es looking at a number of considerations - political, economic and
soc4al - while ensuring thbt the security needs of States are not impaired. It
recognizes that the strategies for conversion ~qst be adapted to the various
condi~ions prevailing so ~o to eJ imiuate obstacles and difficulties. A global view
is taken, bearing in the mind the impact on int' "national security and the world
economy while, at the same time, noting that strategies for conversion must be
acceptable to Governments.

45. This particular project seeks to define the interrelationship between
disarmament and development throug:1 an examination of the impact and implications

I . ..
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of spending on military technology. The financial and sk~.lled manpowor resources
allocated for tho acquisition and development of military technology at the global
leval are oxamined with a vie~ to anall ,ing its impact on the development process.

F. ~u.ro:.c.b...s.u1!3os on t.he l?X'octw(l!ngs of thL~feX'_Q.D..Q!!

QIl..ILU.\UlDWD..tmt

46. Under this project UNIDIR is writing research guides on individual agenda
items of the Conference on Disarmament, identifying the issues involved, tracing
the evolution of the discussion, the principal proposals made, the positions of
individual delegations etc. Each guide deals with one particular agenda item and
r.overs the proposals made sinc~ 197~. The research guides are iutended for the use
of diplomats and the research community; a reliable reference tool racilitates the
work of both groups. Morrover, such research guides fill an existing void since
the proceedings of the Conference on Disarmament a~e at present not gJven much
dotailed coverage in existing publications. It fulfils the mandate of UNIDIR of
assisting ongoing negotiations.

47. The proj~ct is being u~dertaken in close co-operation with the Geneva Branch
of the Department foX' Disarmament AffairB. The first publication in this series,
which will be completed later thi~ year, will be on the negotiations of the
Conference on Disarmament on a chemical weapons convention.

G. ~l!Il?Qsium on det:trn.I..l-_'-':LJit-U.te.gllo!iL defence postures
i!.Q.Q-'!.i sarmament

48. The cc,ncept of "non-provocative defence", defensiv~ s c.r~: egies and defence
postures, has incceasingly become the SUbject of research ac~i~' ty that has
received widespread political recognition.

49. UNIDIR, in association with the United Nations Assoc~ation of the United
States of ~nerica and the Max Planck Society of the Federal Republic of Germany,
proposes to hold a symposium in New York on the subject later this year.
Approximately 30 participants, including academic specialists, diplomats, military
experts and others representing a diversity of countries, have been invited to
participate. The issues will be examined from difterent perspectives, with a view
to investigating their feasibility as disarmament m&asures achieving security at
lower levels of armaments and their impact on strategic concopts and approaches.

50. Approved by the Board of Trustees of UNIDIR at its fifteenth lession in
September 1986, this is a three-year project to establish a computerized data base
on selected security and disarmament issues. It is carried out under a project
agleement concluded among the United Nations, UNIDIR and the Government of Japan.

I . ..
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51. 'l'he projoct hall dovolopoc' {lull maintoino comput.orizod oomplo f1100 on tho
specific subjoct fioldo ofl

(a) Th~ oxperience nnd evaluation of tho Final Act of Helsinki, with
particular attontion to confidenco and socurity-building mAAAUfOA (CR~~/CnM fllo);

(b) Vorification quostions;

(c) The work of the fiftaenth special session of the G&neral Assembly, th,
third ap\'lcial seBsion devoted to dioarmwnont (extractod statemonts mado at tho
General Assembly at Its forty-socond HOBsion).

52. They consiat primadly of sot.s of text rUea of official docwnents and
relevant governmentl\l reports and statements (extracted and/ol' indexed aa
appropriate), and another group of files of oibliographical information on academic
stUdies Ilnd reports of a non-govorwnental naturo.

53. Further, bR~ic reference material riles such RS those of disArmwnent/armR
control treaties, as we!l as declarations and communiqu's of the North Atlanti~

Treaty Organization and the Warsaw Treaty Organization meelinyB havo beon
oGtabliahed for referenco work on tho fJubjocto montionod abovo.

54. All the data storad in the computer flIes can be easily retrieved, with
flexible data-procossing options.

55. Sinco this is a pilot project, the budgot haa not provided funas for regular
distrIbution of voluminous outputs, particularly in hRrd copies. lIowevar, 8ample
outputs of thelie files have been distributed to the diplomatic conununitiofJ at
Geneva and New York and ~lso globally to research instituteo a'ld other bodien known
to bo active in studi0G and/or thoir co-ordination in tho CiilWl"IIlBlllont and l'olatod
subject fields. UNIDIR research paper No. 3 entitl&J "MoGuros do confianco do la
CS<.:t.:1 docwnents and commentairos" has boon publishod IP:i II roault of this project.

56. In additlon to the elaboration of the subjoct filos, tho projoct agreomont hoa
envisagod a feasibility study on the ef:'tllbliolunont of [1 moro cHversifiod ond
comprehensive data base, a bibliographical publication and on-line aCCOSB for
selected users in the last phase of its work.

51. Aa provided in the project agreomont, the activities o[ tho projoct havo boon
carded out in close co-ordination with the Departmont for Dlsarmwnont '\([oi1'l'.
The project haG given briefings and computer-processing domonstrations to United
Nalium: StH:l'ell:ul8,t members, diplumats workin4 on disal'mCU1lent l'tllatC:td <-(UtH,tiuns, ;Hi

well no researchers. The work of exploring tho possibility of re~iprocnl

arrangements in order to develop H mutui'l flow of in(ol'mat.lol\ bet.ween t.he project
and other research institutions is continuing.

/ ...
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V. EXTERNAL RELATIONS

bU. UNIUIN hOA continued to maintain close co-operation with the Department for
DitHUmWllout ACfuinl oC the Secretiuiat ensuring complomentadty ane] co-ol'uinat.Lon.
Tho lnotituto hao beon roquestod to assist in the implomentation of General
~ssombly resolution 43/61 D of Decomber 1988. involving a stUdy by a group of
90vorl~ontul exports of the role oC the United Nations in the Cield oC verification
by pr9),Jadug Cl technical l'eport. 1 t also contiuues to h3 as/;iOl:.Latee] with Ot.hOl·
ofgunizntions ond bodioa in the United Nations system working in tho field of
disarmwnant and intornational security.

59. Sovol'al al;pec:ta oC tho Institute' B activities have contributed to the
llevolopmQnt of lolationR with othtu' l'eselHeh institutes, Huch as the h11' ing of
Dorvicoo of institutoD for implomenting tho resoarch programmA and tho pUblication
of the C[uartel'1y "Newslet.ter". The Dil'octor and Deputy Director accepted
invitutionu to upoak at ~nivoraitieB and institutos with which UNID!R huo links. A
nwnbcH' or visitors f!:'oln Govenunents, organizations Bnu institutes were also
'....elcolllod at:, UNIDIR. Au part of itn outrolich progwrune UNIDIR, wit.h the co-opol'ation
of tho Graduato Institute of International Studios at Geneva, organized a pUblic
lecture Rt Genevu on 11 May 19U9. UNIDIR continues to co-operate wit~ the Geneva
Intornational Peace Reuearch Inatitute in the organiz~tion of its annuul course oC
lecLuuH;, which [O!' 191.19 is on tho thol1lP of "D1fHumwnsntl agl'oflment',H And
noqotiationti".

bOo Tho Hourd of Tru~toos had expressed the wish that the Director undertake an
energotic cwnpuiyrl to ubtain new voluntary contributions Cor UNIDIR in order to
fund i tli pl'ogI'wmno 0 f l'QUOtll'ch a()tivi ties. The fund-raising cWlIpaign that war,;
accordingly initiated continueH to achieve rosults. New donors have either pledgod
or paid in vniuntory contributions during the period under review, while regular
donors have increuuod their contributions. This has rosultad in the 1990 budget
having (;\11 UIHlUl'eu income that i6 3'1.91 !,Jel' cent above the as~:ured incomo in the
1989 lJudfJot, enabliny UNIDIN to cn:Jate a rOS01've fune] as a prUdent financial
managoment mousure.

VI. CONCLUSIUN

li1. IINI>W r.ont-.inuns t.o fulfil its mondnte os contained in itr. statute. However,
Lho conLluuatiou of its work 1n u t:>8ti!Ofactory manUS1' uud iLs uevelopmeuL at:> il

viuIJ10 inatitution iD strongly dopendont on moro reliable ~nd iCl1reUGod flows uf
Liunrwiill reSOUl'l:eli and the st1'lmythening uf it..!.'l smul1 sti."ff.

~\/ F'Ol 1'l'I'VilH1S n!purt.s 011 t..h~ iwUvit..itHl of t.h,,! IU:-it.it.Ut.tl, ~HW A/)R/475,
:mnnx: A/]I)/bbJ, annQX; /I/40F/2'.:1, annnx; /I/411/)'/h, annnx; 1I/42./h(J'I, iHlllC!X; and
A/4:1 / lJ 0'/, dlluex.
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I. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR ON THE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS
INSTITUTE FOR DISA~AMENT RESEARCH

1. In accordBnco with the provisions of article IV, paragraph 2 (i), of the
statuto of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), the
Director reported to the Board un the Institute's activities and the execution of
the work programme.

2. The Director reported that, during the period from October 1988 to June 1989,
UNIDIR had continued to fulfil its mandate. Howover, tho continuation of ita work
in a satisfactory manner and its development as a viable institution was strongly
dependent on more reliable and increased flows of financial resources and the
Gtrengthoniug of ita small staff.

3. The Uil'octor atated that the fund-raising camp~ign that he had initiated in
response to the wirh of the Board continu~d to ac~Leve results with new donors
supporting UNIUIN and regular donors incraasing their voluntary contributions.
Thus, the 1990 budget will have an assured income of 37.91 per cent above that of
the 1989 budget. The deficit will have baun liquidated by the ond of 1989. UNIDIR
will be able to create a reserve fund as a prUdent financial management measure.

4. The Board was informed that nine publications had been issued during the
period under review. FUt'thermore, four issues of the UNIDIR ~ewsletter" had been
published. Rolations with other research institutes were being further developed.
The Conferonce on Problems and Pel'spect!ves of Conventional Disarmament in Europe,
organizod by UNIDIR, with the co-operation of the Instltut francais des rolations
internationales (IFRI), was held at Geneva, from 23 to 2S January 1989, and the
procoedings al'o being pUbliGhod. A numbor ot' projocts in hand were deacribod in
more detail in the Director's report (see annex I of the present document).

5. At its twentieth session, the Board approved the report of the Director on the
activities of UNIDIR, for submission to the Genoral Assembly, expressod its deep
appreciation at the increased volume and higher quality of tho Institute's work and
its confidence in the Director and staff of the Institute. It noted with
satisfaction that the Institute continued to demonstrate its ability to conduct
independent research on disarmament-related matters and expressed its belief that
the fulfilment of the potential of tho Institute for carrying out such research
should be furtrer encouraged. Recognizing the need for appropriate funding of the
Institute, the Board stressed that regUlar financial support in accordance with the
Institute's rtatute was essential in order to ensure the continued viability and
development of the Institute.

11. PPOPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 1990

6. In it~ con~ideration of the proposed annual budget of the Institute for 1990,
the Board hud beforo .it a draft programme of work and proposed budget estimates and
the comnlents made by the Advisory Committee on A&ninistrative and Budgetary
Questions on that draft.

I • ••
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7. The Board was informed, that as at 7 July, the estimated assured income for
1990 was as followsl

Cgnvertible QurrQngiQs ~/

Amount in local
Donors Status currencies Amount in ,US

Australia Pledged $A 20 000 16 100

China* Received 10 000

Cyprus Received 400

Finland Pledged Markkaa 75 000 18 000

Ford Foundation Pledged 50 000

France Re.:::eived Z4 000

France Pledged 240 000

Greece Receiv:ld 5 000

New Zealand Pledged 10 000

Norway Pledged 50 000

Republic of Korea* Pledged 5 000

Spain" Pledged 10 000

Sweden Pledged 40 000

Switzerland Pledged SwP' 60 000 36 400

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics Received 20 000

anion or Soviet
Socialist RepublicG Pledged 20 000

--~-.-_.

Total 554 900
._..- ..--'.~. -.._-_.~ .. -

I • ••
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._•• -.-.- ___.....--.--__~_oo

Amount in local
Donors Status curi:'c.ncles Aml)unt in SUS

Bulgaria Pledged Leva 65 000 38 200

German Democratic
Republic" Pledged Marks 50 000 26 900

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics Received Roubles 200 000 325 200

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics Pledged Roubles 250 000 406 500

Total 79b 800

Total assured income from voluntary
sources for 1990

" Denotes new donors.

1 351 700

~/ Based on monthly operational rate of exchange for the month of
May 1989.

8. The Board noted that, despite the need to advance the preparation of the 1990
budget, there had been a significant increase in the number of donors and the
amount of voluntary contributions received by UNIDIR, reflecting a growing
recognition of the work of UNIDIR. Nevertheless, the Board recognized that the
long-term financial independence of the Institute could only be guaranteed by the
establishment of an endowment.

9. The net income that could be used for calculation of a possible subvention for
1990 was $554,900 and, according to the terms of the Institute's statute, a maximum
subvention of $277,450 could be requested. However, mindful t~,at the purpose for
which a subvention was envisaged in the statute was towards meeting the costs of
the Director and the staff of the Institute, the Board supported the Director's
request for a subvention limited to cover that specific purpose. In taking into
account the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary QuestionG that the provision of the subvention in the proposed programme
budget for 1990-1991 should be increased to $440,000, the Board recommended a
subvention from the regular budget of the United Nations amounting to $220,000 for
1990. The Board took note of the view of the Advisory CommitLe~ contained in its
report to the Board that "the receipt of such a slA~)VentioIl should not be perceived
as automatic and it urges that efforts to obtain unearmarked conlributions be
redoubled".

I • • ,
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10. Subject to the General Assembly's approval of the proposed subvention, the
total income would be $1,571,700, including the contributions in non-convertible
currencies amounting to the equivalent of $796,800.

11. The estimated expenditure is summarized as follows:

Item

Regular staff of the
Institute

General temporary
assistance

Travel of staff

Ad hoc expert groups

Contractual services

Fellowship programme

Acquisition and maintenance
of official equipment

Reimbursement of programme
support costs

Contribution towards the
Reserve ~und

Total

Income

Balance

Trust Fund

Convertible Non-convertible
currency currency Subvention Total

106 800 205 600 312 400

29 400 29 400

40 000 76 300 14 400 130 700

54 000 551 500 605 500

166 100 99 900 266 000

40 300 4 700 45 000

20 400 20 400

22 850 22 850

75 050 64 400 139 450

544 900 796 800 220 000 1 571 700

554 900 796 800 220 000 1 571 700

/ ...
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Ill. WORK PROGRAMME FOR 1990

12. At its twentieth session, the Board approved the following work programme I

(a) s.1.\l)..P..r.~._-national securi t.y concepta • Continuation of the
existing series of monographs on national concepts of security, including national
approaches to disarmament;

(b) Subprogramme 2; UNIDIB_Fe.Uowahip Progr8l.1lllUi. Continuation of
short-term fellowships for a small number of researchers from developing countries
to w~rk at UNIDIR. Four fellowships are envisaged for 1990;

(c) SubprQgramme 3; research guidea to the proqeedings of the Conferenqe on
P-isarmame~. CQntinuation of the programme, in close co-operation with the Geneva
Branch of the Department for Disarmament Affairs. Research guides on individual
agenda items of the Conference on Disarmament will be written, identifying the
issues involved, tracing the evolution of the discussion, the principal proposals
made and the positions of delegations. The guides are intended for use of
diplomats ond the research community;

(d) Subprogramme 41
.BmQ.Ilg Research InstitutjU!.

tiaintenance and development of co-operation with and
This programme will involve two activities I

(i) CQntinuation of the publication of the quarterly UNIDIR "Newsletter" to
enhance and institutionalize contacts with and among research institutes
and individual experts in various parts of the world;

(ii) In furtheranc~ of its objective of fostering co-operation among research
institutes and with the assistance of the Institut national d'etudes de
strategie globale of Algeria, UNIDIR is organizing a conference of
disarmament research institutes of Africa on the subject entitled
"Concepts of security and disarmament in Africa and status of research".
Researchers, experts and academics from different countries in Africa,
including the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Africa, and a limited number of specialists from outside the region will
participate. The proceedings of the conference, which is the first
UNIDIR regional conference of research institutes, will be published as a
research report;

(e) ~~ verification in diaarmament. This programme will
comprise five activities to be continued or to begin in 1990:

(i) Completion of an existing research project to elaborate a repertory Qf
methods, procedures and techniques concerning the verification of
treaties and agreements currently in force;

(il) Upon completiQn of the project under (i), a research project to elaborate
the same kind of systematic classification with regard to the various
proposals made in the field of verification, as well as with regard to
current negotiations;

I • ••
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(iii) A research project on the technical, legal and strategic aspects of
verification in the field of conventional disarmament. The project will
be carried out with the assistance of qualified experts from various
centres where there is ongoing research;

(iv) A two·-year research project to examine the variety of existing and
proposed international disarmament verification organizations, mostly
outside the United Nations framework, be they of a bilateral, regional,
global, a uni-functional, multi-functional or omni-functional nature.
Apart from proposals which have emanated from Governments, the report
will also take into account proposals as presented in the academic
literature on the subject;

(v) A research report on high technology, surveillance and verification of
arms control and disarmament to measure the impact of ongoing or
foreseeable technological developments on the verification process. The
project will be implemented with the assistance of qualified consultants;

(f) Suhprogramme 6: security of third world countries. Continuation of an
existing programme that envisages an analysis of the security of third ¥~rld

co~ntries. A group of scholars from some third world countries has been invited to
approach the subject from both a regional perspective, as well as in its totality,
on the basis of third world perceptions of security;

(g) Subprograrnme 7: disarmament: problems related to outer spa~. This is
the third of the UNIDIR research projects in the area of the prevention of an arms
race in outer space. It will address the SUbject of international co-operation in
outer space and the international security implications of specific problems, such
as environmental risks, problems of dual-purpose technology and the uses of
satellite information. The project will be carried out by specialists in the
field;

(h) Subprogramme 8: the United Nations in disarmament and security. A
conference, entitled "The United Nations in disarmament and security: evolution
and prospects" will be organized by UNIDIR. The conference will examine, at the
level of senior policy-makers, diplomats, scholars and others, the role of
multilateral diplomacy within the United Nations framework in strengthening
stability and security at the global and regional levels, reducing tensions,
solving conflicts and contributing to disarmament and arms limitations in the
context of the new approaches in international relations and strategic doctrines.
The proceedings will be published as a research report;

(i) Subprogramme 9: economic aspects of the disarmament process. The
research project will be conducted with the participation of experts, mainly
economists, representing different regions of the world to consider such questions
as the economic evaluation and perspectives of the INF Treaty, economic
implications of a chemical weapons convention and the effects of a reduction of
conventional forces on NATO and Warsaw Treaty expenditures. It would also focus on
economic research in the field of disarmament;

/ ...
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(j) Suberogramme lOa chemical weapQns. The research project aims at an
understanding Qf the variables governing internatiQnal cQ-operation in the field of
chemical disarmament on the basis Qf the study of the ongoing negotiations. It
will alsQ attempt to delineate the international regime that is likely to emerge
from these negQtiatiQns;

(k) Subprogramme 11; nQn-military aspects of sec~. Under this
programme, a research report will examine glQbal issues, such as the complex links
between military and non-military threats tQ security, and it will define a
methQdQlogical mQdel Qf nQn-military aspects of security which could be used as a
tQol for the standard and comparative assessment Qf regional situations;

(1) Subprogramme 12; cQmputerized informatiQn and documentation data basQ
§eryice. After the end of the three-year pilot project (1986-1989), UNIDIR will
concentrate ;)n two fields; (i) verification, as a support fQr its various projects
in this area; (ii) preparatiQn of an update edition of its "Repertory of
Disarmament Research", as a complement to its "Newsletter".


