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RADICO BROADCASTING

In éccordance with paragraph 10 of the recommendatlons
of the Téchnical Advisory Committee on Information cqncerning
the ﬁoliciea, functlong and organization of the Department of
Public Information adopted by the Genocral Agsembly on
the Department of Public Information should actively assist and
encouraéé the use of radio brondcasting for the dipsemination of
information about the Uhiﬁed Nationg., To this end it should}
(a) work in the first inatanée in cloge co-operation
wilth radio broadcasting organizatlionsg of Memhers;
(b) ocperate & radlo broadcasting station or stationeg
owned by the Unlted Nations on the necessary wave lengths,
both for communication with Members and with branch
offices, and for the origlnation of United Nations programmes.
Ag an auxiliary service the recommendationé puggest that
the station might also be wsed as o centre for national radlo
brbadcasting gystems which desire to co-operate in the
international field,
TMnally the recommendations meke it clear that in the
opinion of the Generel Aspembly the scope of the radio
broadcagting activiticg of the United Nationg should he destermined
after congultation with national radlo brondeasting organizotions.
It is obvlous froﬁ the foregoing outline of the policies
and functions of the Department in the field of radio
broadcasting that 1te most important task will be, ag stated
in paregraph (a) above, to work in cloge co-operation with
and with.the helpvand advice of establlighed national

governmental and non-govermmental radio broasdcapting agenciss to
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bring United Nations radio broadcapting programnes to
people of all countries. To this ond the Depnrtment should,
both at headquarters and at branch offices, give all asslstonce
to corrospondents and representatives of national radio broedcasting
gyetem in preparing énd'presenting programmes on the United HNations,
At headquarterg and, 5o far as practipable and neceppary, ot
branch offices, it should also provide them with all technical
facilities_in the wa& of microphones, studios, recording equipment,
etc. _ | | |
It may.bé_éqme time before the Orgenization will dispose
of a station or étations of its own. The immediate tagk of
the Assistaﬁt Sécretary—éeneral In charge of Information
ghould therefofe be to recruit a staff cémpetent to carry out
the duties ouﬁlined above. The relatlong which the Department
will thue establish with national agencies will help in
" galning their odﬁfidenoe and in building up through their
intermediary an andience inmtoreste? in ond accustomed to
listening to programmes on Unitod Netions problems and
activities, |
During this perilod of‘initial development the Department
ghould undertake the preparations required to operate the
Uhited‘Nations own radio broadcasting station or stations
‘as indlcated in paragraph 10 of the recommendations, bearing
in mind, however, Fhat this station, or stations, are not
exclusiveiy foriraaio'broadoasting purposes, but are to aerve
as a telecommnicatlons centre for the United Nationg,
It should also be borne in mind that the scope of the
radlo bro&doasting actlvities of the United Nations will hove
to be determined to a great extent duriﬁg the period when
the plang for thq station, or etétione, are belng prepared,

and it therefore appears fhét‘this'is the time wvhen national

+
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fﬁdib“bfbadCastiné ofganizations ghould be brought into
consultation;‘

The'uatablishment of o Unlted Nations radio broadeasting
station, or stantions, will involve a ftirly conplderable amount
of capital outlay to which the Goneral Assombly will have to
glve 1te tOnBont hofore any plang can be put into effect;

SubJoot to the advice to be glven by the natlional radio
bfoadcasting organizations on the gcope of the radio broadcasting
activities of the Unlted Nﬁtions, andAto the experience galned
during the intiﬁl peridd of co-operation with the establlished
ndtional‘féﬁio Broadcaating agencleg, the Sub-Committee
of the Technlcal Advisory Committee on Information feela
that it should mako a few beslc suggestions:

(a) the United Natlons radlo broodcasting station.or stations

should not dparate on & cormerolal basis or oll time on tho

alr to private agencies or governments for direct radio
broadcasting. Technical facilitles should, however, eubject
to the necespary pafeguards, bo put at the disposal of
national radit broadcasting agéncios for relay purposes;

(b) the stntion‘or stations should héve at thelir disposal

& number of aptrOpriate anOlengthg, the allocation of

which being an international problem, the Sub-Committee 1s

of the 0pinion that the uecretary General should consider
gotting in touch at an early stage with the oompetent
international authorities 1n the field of allocation of
wave;engths. Aa far ag can be foreaeen the wavelengths
réquired by the station at headguqrtere,shquld be in the
ghort wave bahaland’shéﬁld.bé séiected in such & way as to

enable 1t to roach the principal regions of the world, whence

programes ehould bo relayed by established national networks and,

1f 1t be so deoided by the United Nations' own transmitters,
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Thve question whether the second gystem of relay is finzlly ueed
in addition to the first will to o great extent depend vpon
“‘wlnl‘at wiil i“inally '59 the scope of the radio broadcasting
uctlvit ieg Df the United Natlonn and thia should therefore
form one of tho maln gubJecty of which I'l'ltJ.Ol‘lf‘l radio
brondcnsting orgmizations are 1o be conqulted-

(o) Progr'nmners orlgn nated ot United N'Ltlors herdquearters

N or branch offlces and gspongored by the Department should
congist of rersorts, speeohés ond informational radioe |
broadoasts of other types reiating to the activitieg of the
United Nations and the speclalized agencies. o effort should
be-made to develop uri. intefhdtional news ser;\rice covering
world evenbe;

(3) The United Nations redio showld be at nll times ot tho
'dispoéai oft t'he siae.;:ialized agencies, but under the genercl
policy and editorial control of the Department;

T (s) Although it ig impossible at thig stage to indicnte a
defiﬁi{ié: outline of policy concerning iéﬁgu:«.gas to be used,
"‘oer;f‘din.liﬁita.‘bi.oﬁS'Will be imwjosed by available releys and fvnds;
() In order to incr‘ecmc the general interest in the programmes
‘muswal Llnd cultur&l pro@ammes oould bo brmdcast over the
vUnJ.ted Nﬂtions statlon or sbations, preferably under the auspices
OF T U‘NLSCO or of national organlzatlons co- oPornting to this
eﬁd-‘v The Depal'tment should cons;der the possibility of
‘Galllng upon national netwo:r-ks to origlmte art:]_stic

f_PrOGrﬂmmes to be relayed by the United Natlons tation,
(b')'v The operation of 2 station for radio broadc'mting'
purposes bd’ the D“P‘irtmenb will require a considerable
expansion of lte orlglna.l radio broadoasﬁng gtaff | which
vwill have to be chogen w1th a view to the new l,n,gks

outlmed above . This.. staff should be: hi hly competent

in th¢ proparation pf '{s‘cr-ipts, in delivery and langunpes,
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While the plans for a United Nations radio bro&doasting station
are belng preparsed the Departﬁent‘might conglder the poaaibility,'
ag an interim form of directlradio Erbadcaetihg; of bﬁying time
on existing private or govermmental stations, at headquartersg or
at the seats of branch offices. Thig interim form of direct
radio broadcagting would give the Depértment an opportunity of
gaining experience in thertype of radlo broadcasting work it will
have to wndertake once its own stdtian comesg Into oPeraﬁion.

In all éircumstancas an important task of the Department itaslf;
ag of tre branch offices, In the field of radio broadcagting wlll
be to arrange for listener resgearch and a monitoring service in order
to determine the reaction of the public throughout the world to |
radio broadcasts sbout the United Nations and its activitiés,
enabling the Department to develop its radlo broadcasting

policy in line with the needs thus made evident.
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