
international field.

information about the United Nations. To this end it Bhould~

Finally the recommendations make it clear that in the
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after consultation with national radIo brondoasting organizatrl ons ,

It is obvious from. tho foregoing outline of the policies

with radio broadcasting organizations of Membersj

the staUon might also be used as a centre for national radio

As an ELlDCiliary service the recommendations suggest that

offices, and for the origination of United Nations programmes.

both for connnunication with Members and with branch

owned by the United Nations on the necessary wave lengths,

(b) operate a radio broadcasting station or stations

Public Information adopted by the General Assembly on

the policies) functions and orgffilization of the Dopartment of

(a) work in the first instance in closo co-operation

encournge the use of radio broadcasting for the dissemination of

the Departmerrt of Public Information should activoly assist and

In ~ccordanc0 with par~eraph 10 of the recommendations

of the Technical Advisory Connnittee on Information concerning

broadcasting systems which desire to co-operate in ,the

opinion of the General Assembly the scope of the radio.

broadcasting actiVities of the United Nations should be determined

and with the help and advice of established national.

and functions of the Department in the field of radio

broadcasting that its most important task will be) as stated

in paragraph (a) ab ove, to work in close co-operation with

governmental and non-governmental radio broadcasting agencies to

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

United Nations
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bring United Nations radio broadcaotinG progrp$~e8 to

:people of all countries. To thi8 ond tho ]8:p8.rtnent should,

both at headquarters and at branch offices, give all nss1stcnco

to cor-r-oapondent-s and reIJ1'8S8ntativeo of nat.Lonal r!.'.dio broe.dousting

system in pr-epar'Lng and' J,retJEmting IJrogrammes on tho United Nnti ona,

At headquarters and, H,:i far as pract l cab Le and neceaacr-y , <I.t

branch of'f'Lcea , it should also provide them with ['.11 technicn.l

facilities in the way of microphones, studioD) recording equipment)

etc.

I·t may be soma time before the Orsanization .....·ill dispose

of a station or stations of its own. The immediate tank of

the Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Information

should therefore be to recruit et staff competent to carry out

the duties outlined above. The relations which the Department

will thus establish with national agencies will help in

.. gaining their confidence and in butLdi.ng up through their

intermediary an audience intaresto~ in und accustomed to

listening to pr-ogr'nmmea on Uni tod nations problems and

activities.

During this poriod of initial develo~ment the Department

should undertake the preparations required to operate the

United Nations own' radio broadcasting station or stations

as indicated in par-agraph 10 of the recommendations) bearing

in :mind, however, that this station} or stations} are not

exclusively for radio broadcasting purposes, but are to serve

as a teleconnnunico.'-clons centre for the United Nations.

It should also be 'borne in mind that the scope of the

radio broadcasting act:lviUee of the United Nations will have

to be determined to a great extent during the period when

the plans for the station) or stations, are being prepared"

and it therefore CLppGarFJ that this· is the time when national

a
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r;dio br~adca8tinB organizations should be brought into

consultation.

The oatnbliohment of a United Nations radio broadcastinG

station, or stations, will involve a fairly oonsiderable amount

of capital outlay to which thoGone~nl Aooo!nb~y will have to

give its oonsent boforo any plans cnn bo put into effect.

SubJeot to the advioo to be given by the nutionnl radio

broadcaGting organizations on the scopeaf tho radio broadcasting

aotivities of the United Nations, and to theexperionoe gainod

during the intial period of co-operat~on with the established

national radio broadcasting agencies, the Sub-Committee
I

of the Technical AdVisory Connni ttee on Information feels

that it should mako a few basic SUGgestions:

(a) the United Nations radio broadcasting station.or stations
,

should not operate on a oor.uneroial basis or sell time on tho

air to private agencios or governments for direot radio

broadcasting. Technical facilities should, however" SUbject

to the necessary safeguards) bo put at the disposal of

national radio broadcasting agencios for relay ~urposes;

(b) the station or stations should have at their disposal

a number of appropriate wavolongths, the allocation of

which being an international problem) the Sub~Comm1ttee is

of the opinion that the Secretary-Genoral should oonsider

getting in touch at an early stage with the oompet~nt

i~tcrnational authorities in the field of allocation of

wavelengths. As far as can be foreseen .the wavelengths
i

r~q,'.tired by the station at headquar'ter-a jshoukd be in the

short wave band and should be seleoted in such a way as to

enable it to roach the principal r~8ions of .the world) whence

prOGrammes should be relayed by established national networks and~

if it beao decided, by the United Nationa' own transmitters.
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,. ' " second system of relny is fin:::.ll;r u.asc111heq,uestion whether the

in MdHion to the first will to 0. great extent depend upon

1"hat will finally be the scope of the radio bro8.dcc!.fJtinl3

activities of the United Nntions and thin should therofore

fo~ one aftho main 8ubjects of which natim~.l rndio

bronc1cnsting orgnniwtionl3 are to be consulted i

(c) Programmes originated a.t DnHed Nat Lonn hef'.dClUp...rtero

'or bran~h OffiC'~s and sponsored by the Dopar-tmcrrt ahoul.d

co~~ist of r eportis , speeches and Lnf'ormatl ona'l rndi.o

broadcasts of other types relating to the nctivi ties of the

United Nations and the specialized agencieo. No effort ohould

be made to B.evelo:p an international news service covering

world eventf1j

(d) The United Nations md~.o should be at [~ll times nt tho

di sposal of the spec iaH zed agencies) but under the genernl

policy and edj.'t orf.al control of the Department;

". (8) Although it i a impossible at this stage to Lndfcut e r.:.

definite outline of policy concerning lo.nguages to be used,

cer'ttlin limitci,Uons will be Lmposed by [waDable role.ye and f'und e ,

(r) In order to iricrease the general interest in tho progr~~e8

musical and cultural progro.mrn.es oould be br-oadcaat over the

'Dnited Nations station or stations) preferably under the auapfcea
I '

of UNESCO or of national organizations c,o-opornting to this

end.' The Departme:nt should consider the possibility of

calling upon national networks to originate artistic

programmes to be relayed by the United Nations station.

(b) The oper-at.Lon of Q sto,tion for radio broadc,"l.sting

purposes b~ tpe Departmerrb will rSCluire a considerable

, expansf.on of Lts original radio broadcasting s~aff, which

w111 have to be chosenwith ,El. visw •. to the new tasks

ouhin~~" abovo , , Tb;i:sstaff should be highly competent

in the IJ.roIJaratioJ:). p;f'soripts) in deH very and langupa
6

s •
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While the plans for n United Nations radio broadcasting station

are 'beLng IJrspared the Department might oonstdor the possibility,

as an irrterim form of direct radio broadcasting, of buying time

on exdat.Lng pr I vats or gov0rmnental stations, at headquar-t.er-a or

at the seats of branch offices. This :Lnterim form of direct

radio broadcasting would give the Department an opportunity of

Gaining experience in the type of radio br-oadcaa't Ing work it -will

have to undertake once its own station comes into operation,

In nll circumstances an important task of the Department itself)

as of tre branch offices, in the field of radio broadoasting -will

be to nrranse for listener research and a monitoring service in order

to determine the reaction of the public throughout the world to

radio broadcasts 'n.bout the United Nat:Lons and its aotivities,

enabling the Department to develop i te radi 0 broadcasting

policy in line with the needs thus made evident.




