
the most effective counter to the dire menace of the atomic bomb•

in which the peoples 'trill be prepared really to elevate mind over
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NATIONS UNIES

It has by now been pretty

Yet no one in authori ty appears to

by NOEL NEWSOME

according to Mr. Bevin's criterion.

the basic secret of creation.

This ~awareness,is truly amazing in view of the f'ac t that,

the chief ag~nt of physic~uprogress - or, again, if abused,

- or, if abused, disintegration - nameLy , the radi,o , as we give to

matter as the sole condi tion of mankind IS survival, we must pay as

h3veunderstood that, in order to ac~ieve that psychological state
., .

dissolution - namely, ,9.tomic energy.

to release the material power and energy which are at least part of

It has not yet been generBlly realized that it is in the radio,

used internationally for supra-nation~l purposes? that there lies

power rests in all lands, whether- or not they qualify as democracies

humani,ty against destr-uctdon throuP.fl its increasing knowledge /'I'f how

widely appreciated that there is no physical method cf guaranteeing

(l!'rom "The Political QUI;Lrterly'l J January - MJll'ch 194,6)

much attention to the luain instrument of psychological integratinn

during the still recent world war, it was proved that the radi~,
" ,., .

common loyalty to certain spiritual and mor,91 values, and this in

and diverse peoplGs all over the world in a splendid unity based on

devoted wi,th supreme ability to the task of disintegration.

the.fo.ce of an immensely more~powerful ra.dio network, in Nazi hands,

properly used, is capable of drawing together physically separate

.This has not been recognized so far even by the few in whose. hands

UNITED NATIONS



which would reflect not a narrow no,tionalist selection of news

COlTIlf1ittoe with a view to producing in all Languages broadcasts

interpret them in .':\. manner calculated to appeal to' the var-Lous

It was

Instead of an assortment

Skrting virtually from scratch,

It; had 'neoorre by the end of 1940 .'01. thoroughly

The servicu oper~ted under British oontrol, it is true,

natd.ona.L s11sceptibilities, vIas overcome,

their own public.

i terns and commerrtany upon events, but bulletins and talks which
If

would promote among the listeners the habit of looking at things

very oonsiderable success the inevitn.ble instinct of the different

nationals making up the st'1ff to concentrate attention on

from a bz-oadl.y European, and even world-wide, point of view. With

more in the n~turu of a ohair~~nship of a board of direotors

but this control W'.1.S very far f'r-orn being a diota.torship.

mi.ni.ature ,

developments particul:U'ly :.d'fecting their own countries, and to

The pres(mtation of news and its interpreta.tion were fully and

conquered Europcun courrtrxi.es - A United N:3.tions Organization in

In oonai.der'Lng the possibili tics of Go genuinoly internatiomu

co-operative effort by the r-epr-eserrbatri.ve s of a dozen or more

composed of the ri.l.diD representatives of many peoples.

frankly disouss8d by what amountdd to an international policy

authorities wore putting out for the bonefit - or otherwise - of

Languages of the news nnd bal.ka which th0 British Broadcasting

It began as P. r'lther infrequent translation into a few foreign

service of news and ViE;V/S which should to-day ue one of the

prioritil':;s of the Unitecl Nrl.tions Orp;:mizf'\.tion.

the B.B.e. t s Europ0t:1.n Service.

this Europenn brol:\,d.C{;l~'lting system from London became a veritable

prototype, :11as , too shnrt-lived, of that completely supra-national

uni.magi.natri.ve men set to 'work to undo the vVr>,rtime Dottainment of

r ad i,o sarv'ice it is neoessery to remember what was achieved in

London from del)teclber, 1339, until the summar of this year, when

,',/nTF/W/7
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This, while

':r!:,"'r:lple intelligence reports, compiled from

~['1::L:: W."'.'] ·~,'.i..J ,·",1 useful, because the simplest,

the samo dir0ction,

But, 8.1though usoful in dealing with officials still 1ivi.ng

" .

other thD.n -i,heir '.lVi'.l ,":. ';;i:!.c' t o circumvent j '.1.1roning, from curiosity,

smuggled. let-c,)rs ,L.:'u.'·:,vj '::WfJ wi.n, rr.:::f'Uf ,:::3 and neutral diplomats

of widely divergent news bulletins and commsrrtaz-Lca , concocted

that Lds tencr-s L(.1J:L.~'..l".l.:~Jy tu·'::.ocl in to trrmsmissions in languages

according to the supposed t::1.stos of ':'Lu.dic;nces under the influence

and t:r.,wcllcl.J., ;:~,~c:.et fiL::l,"irJo .'J.gO:'TCfl " despatchea and so on, showed

those who mr:\'(~F' ",. :'~.Li.:i ~ 'l.:.' :p:;np, round the dio.l found that London was

differing in f;:)'~:rJ(j :i::1 o~<l(~r +r.: 81J2. t superficially different tastes,

lL/INF/y'v/7
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Alliecl r,:;prc scntr!.tivc:, ~.n London to tho lo.tast happenings.

broadcaat from LOiJ.do:1 i:l ·C!'.!3 weT years in 0. multitude of tongues

This con.rl.atent Eur-opean ~iJ?P"o~\C'1. V/'1S cultivated from principle,

r-epr-e aerrbed "t}lC (")W1Cil r:~0nonL,'tto:: of the var-Lous reactions by the

but it vre.~; dcxm fC1J.~~;1 th:;::!; i';'Cy"] '~:'5~urilent of expediency pointed in

of particulD.Y.' p ar-ochi.a.L pre,jl.'.dicGs .md Lrrtcr-e s't s , there was

ar-gument wii.h whioh to frustr!l"Ge the D.ttempts of 'brd.grrt , if

Unscrupulous, politied wn.rriorss.t the F.'oreign Office and Ministry

of Informn.tion tu promote broadcaabs in, sh-d.L I say, Rurnani.an,

transmissions in :Ma8yar upholding these c'l.ai.ms, commentaries in

. .
a tttLcking Hun[~8..Y.'in.n cldms to Trmsylvani.a , simultaneously with

br-oadcaat ,

attacking the paternal dicb.torship of Petain.

national rivalries ~ (;L1:d no ot.her principle at all, this

in the old world r'~ mplomacy based on the principle of exploiting

Spanish deprecatd.ng democr-acy coinciilent wi, -Ch ones in French



to it.

its transnti.ssions 8.S 11 The Voice of the Uni tea. Nations. 11

bhe last nine months of the vmr a bnoadcast service which carried

The Arner-Lcana , the

Since it was the British personnel

'I'her'e we,s ~l positive purpose , the building up

Once the Nazi menace waS cl.e-u-Ly about to be removed it

Council of the United Nations Or-gani.aabi.on ,

Nrtzis.

personnel from Luxembourg.

worked at Luxembourg under S.H.;~.E.F. were unreservedly in favour

Frenoh , and , indeed, all the countries whose r-epresentatavae had

The Caretaker Govornn~nt hluntly decl~red its desire to

revert to "an arrd.cab'Le D3.tionalisml1 and recalled all the British

of such an enterprise, but the Bd.Hsh, sad to say 1 were opposed
I

It WI\S .hoped th'\t this voice would survive with the peace and

the D':;;W tradition of int'jrnf:LtioD-'),lism, created in London during

the first years of the conflict, El. s tiage further by presenting all

Nations ab.ft' of British ,;;.mericfI.nf:l, Frenchmen, Belgians,

it gavo good results in secur-ing European solidarity against the

that Radio Luxembourg would become :'L permanent centre of

from our forpign policy.

I'her-e ,i[LB, it should "be recor(led~ CtD Indian Summer at Radio

broadcasts an Lntcrnatdonal.i.s't aHitud(3 which 'iV-9.S comp'le te.Ly absent

Irrterne.td.onal, broadc,'\sting under the control of the Security

Dutchmen, Czechs, Rusai.ans , Cerrnans , and It'3.lians, produced during

of "tn Lrrtcr-nat.Lonal, !\.ttitude not only 8.S ::'I. unifying factor against

for the adoptzion of o. compr-ehens'ive and consistent European' policy

Office r;;yos ~ eccentrio - policy vr,c',s only barely tolerated because

Luxembour-g under S.H. '~.E.F. ,vrhen El. thoroughly integrated United

became dif'ficult , and everrtua'l.Ly impossible", to maintain in our

in l)rondc',sting.

tr cross-lishming ll [tmODE European'\Udiences wr-,.s' not the main reason

~itl~rite Germany, but ~s the foundation for a permanent peace.

It is rl;,:::rett"tble, 'but, aln.s, true, that this - in Foreign

__/INIi/W7
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-~~. . .. 'had Radi.o Luxembour-g been cr\st £!"vray as an international sttt.tion

int~rn~tional point of view before an international system of

Inconsequence, Radi,o Luxembourg became in .June of last yew:

.
This meant that not only

Nor did it cwpear to strike them that it is

support.

the· British zone took its programmes from Hamburg, which relayed

tbe .B.B.C.German servioe a great dea.l., and thE: Russian and French

a 'purely Am~rioan ooncern, fee din:;:. tho network of stations

operated in bhe United States zone of occupaui.on in Cermany , while

pieces of machinery.

"\/INF/W/7
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'essential to direct public opinion all over the world towards an

internat;i.onal, ohar-acter-, this was a he avy blow to the. project.

problems had .been solved, it Vias useless to tackle what was

of business.. Ilnab'Le , it seems, to see the trees for the wood,

the Government I s Elttitude ws.s tha.t, until all major fnternatiomu

have been prevented; though it appear-a now that, rather belatedly?. ." .

those who were deeply interested went unheeded in the .gener-al, press

·int~rnp.tion.ll rEldio withdut loss of continuity, represerrtatlons by

TheL~bo~r Goverruoentdidnothing to. reverse this decision at the

I~ never seen~d to occur to the responsible Ministers that

regarded as a. minor aspect of the question !'I.S. a whole.

At bhe.. tirnewhen it would have been easy to establish

they are takil1g some limited steps in the right direotion.
. " .

serv'i.ng the who.Le of Europe, and, as it could have done with its

short..wave. t~~msm:i.tte:r and suitable relay points, a great part of

.timewheI/, the disbanding cf', the international staff could still
'. '. ,.

aones. originated their own 'bz-oadcas'ts ,

.security tl:q.d expanding commer-ce can gain gener-al, acceptance and

one of the ?~st ways, if not the only Vlay? to build an international

'system~s to. put in their pLace s , one by one, the loss ambitious

.1' . who. had ;hEJ,.ld ;~hG, ..key posts there? and who, profiting from. their
. ~. , .. .

ezper-Lence e.:r~iGr .. in the war, had given the stati~n it's
. ,

,I ". "



Eisenhower and. his advisers had worked out for 0J1 interna.tional

aVID zone in Gtirm'mY.

-the pos i.-war wor-Ld on the part of those permanerrb officials at the

It is. an

Some of the .Unericans

Yet it is beyond ar-gument that no

,
The Ameri.cens were reluotant to accept thisact independently.

view of the Russian attitude.

the original p.l.an for '1. tripartite ro.dio service from Berlin, but,

This, it is to be f'ear-ed , was typical of thE?' approach to

radio service in Germany f~iled for want of trying on Britain's

up the Anelo-:~mericanpartnership and for each occupying Power to

It is at loast possible that the excellent ideas Which General

possiblc, set about organizing an independent radio service for her

Britain, im~0cliately the cessation of hostilities became imminently

the ground W'1.S cut from under their feet by the alacrity wi th which

directed system of broo.dcasting in occupied Germany, and that,

as yet unproven verdict and clid all they could to press on with ,

serious o.ttompt WilS made to achi.eve it, and that the responsibility

for this lies primarily with Britain•

.~lrnos t frol~ the first the British attitude was that it was

of bro1'\.dcasting in Germany had, been jettisoned.

since this was a. foregone conclusion, the best thing W8,S to break

bhe worLd, but that the whoLe conception of international' control

arguable 'point whether the latter could ever have been achf.eved , in

useless to at tempt to secure the Sotriet I s adherence to a centrally

abandab.l.e , if regrettable, violence towards isolationism. Q:tbers>

under the present Labour ~\dministrt1.tion.

Foreign Offico whose influencc, pa.rQmount during the Ooalition and

who, in partnership with lilte-mindod Britons, now no, longer in

pcai,tions in which they can exer-t any influence, laboured so

diligently ~d, be it said, so successfully for international

integration in the field of radio have now reacted with under~

CAretaker Governments, does not seem to have appreciably Leasened

.VINF/W/7
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, ,

enough. From being a service devoted to the fullest and frankest

powerful weapon for the chastisement of the breakers of the peace,

Perhaps it can be put down

The purpose of this reorganization must,unless

The st3.if responsible 'for the news have no·;ici.owledge

reorganization.

responsible for it , remain obscure.

I,

interest.

of what those in' charge of t al.ke ~d features are doing, ~n'd '

vice versa. There is no central over-all'direction, and 'all the

. '. . i'

longer any oonsistent or common a ttitude towards matters of common

there was a'trUly European Service have, because of their devotion

to 'it, , presumably, been reduced to Lmpoterice J if not actually

nationalities, Ey;ropean broadcasting from London has become in the

last few months a tr~ly shocki.ng example of highly selective arid

frequentiy tendentious 11 news" accompanied only by such corrunentaries

,It all events', the effect of the reorganization waac'Lear

to the desire 'to economize on 9. service not of direct interest to

th~ British radio licerice-holder in order to give more satisfaction

to the domestic audience.

."
was being literally torn to pieces under the pretext of post-war

Meanwhile, in London, the European service of the B.B.C., the

one is prepared seriously to impugn the public char-acter- of those

nearest approach yet nahieved toa League of NRtions Rrmed with a

,'VINF/I/!7
PAge 7.

as accord with the views of, the group of reactionaries in control.

Gone with thew{hdis the entire European appro~ch to events.

Eaoh regiori,q} department nov opez-e.tes independently, and 1 apart

from a general sterility arising from the ban imposed on all

discussion of the most remotely controversial topics, there is no

incapable of this , have nevertheless found their faith in Britain's

". wui'to join t'hem in prom6ting internabon0,lisin rudely shaken.

, men and women who were most'successful and able in the days when

" dissemination of news and to the ventilation of views representing

a distillation of the opinions of progressive men and women of many
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dasrni.seed , forced to resign, or transferred to other departments of

the Corporation.

The Nazis I treatment of Lidicc was no marc thorough than the
. . .,

B. B. C. aubhor i tios 1 dealinG with the European Service as it was in

its heyday." Note, trrW8 of its interne.tional character is left.

'I'he f'ore i gner-a who still remain. on the staff ar-e dispirited

automata who wor~ only for EL living while the British,members who
"0:' ,. ..

thought r,I.S Europeans and as citizens of the world have either
• I ., •

depazted or, if less fortunate) had their' spiri ts crushed.

The fact that the best long and medium wavelengths, on which

millions of Europeans had been accustomcd to listen, have been
. . . : ",

bakcn aw3.Y is of less Impor-tance than that the transmi.ssions which

do go out on the frequencies which are left lack the character

which they once possessed of' a vi tal experdmerrt in internationalism.

'I'he fact that tho broadcnsba to Europe are less frequent and at

less convenient tames for listening than they used to be 'is not of

such moment as that, should anyone listen to them - and the

audience, according to [ill )"Gpo;t:;.;, is melting fu:ray "rapidly .. he

would h0,'"1.1' in any Language h~ might choose,' n:ot a point of view

r-epr-esentri.ng common ground betwGt.::n distinguished political and

cultural figures of many n~tions, but either some 1'ur01y parochial

opinion of EL natd.onal. commerrtrrtor- opere.td.ng in vacuo or the

obviously Imposed class of the Bri tish owner-s of the stettion.

In short) to-day, thruiks to tr~ shbrt-sight~d failure to

dove-Lop Hadio Luxembourg as an international station, and thanks

to the z-add.cal, change in th0 char-acter of the B:B,O. 1 s Europeari

Service, there are no broadcasts on the air which reflect or can

promote vin internation:'cl point of view. It is'urgent that this
. ,

shoul.d be spcedi.Ly remecl:Le(l, but how? I~ will) with some

plausibility) be maintained th~lt th8 best method would be for the

British Government to intervenE: without delay to 'reverse the



On the other hand, there are some powerful !'trgwnents to be

.that of the Cover-nmerrt ,

the B;B.O. European Service mi.ghf well be left to die by

i'J]he case for this is

"

In support of the suggestion that it is from ahave referred.

but the same circumstances .no longer prevail, and it seems pretty

It was possible .Ln the Will' ye er-s to run what was an essentil'tlly

impartir'.l) and objectiVG) if it came from 3. British foundation.

.VINF/Vf/7
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European Service .from London under British sponsorship and control,

radio service, it Can be pointed out fhe.t broadcas'ts from London to

the outside 'world stillll have a vast pr-eat i.ge , that there is even

Indeed, it can be contended with some illOqSUre of re~son that

asset which could be turned to great advantage.

the latter remains the responsibility of the Oorporation or becomes

have to be quite independent of the B.B.C. European Service, whether

clear that the clevelopment of an international radio service vdll

revived B.B,O. Ul:at we can most e,ffectively develop An international

brondcaat i.ng servioe Which woul.d be accep ted as truly international,

pr-cpaganda-conscious clays it would be impossible to devel.op a

now in the memory of the broadcas t.ing of the V/''ll' years an enormous

advanced in f~vourof the view that in these less trusting and more

lamentable developments in the B. B.O. European Service to which I

strangulation at the·hands of the Corporation, ~ince, if there is

going to be an effective international service, there will be no

any country.

room for an elaborate national service of foreign broadcasts from

the responsib~lity ,farseeing that thew9r~h~while 'contributions

There is a case for clearing the air of national propaganda ,

even though this may b~ disguised as innocuous .oul.tural. .self":,, ;

of individual,nations are given due scope.

projection, and giving into the hands of an:internf;l.tional service

strengthened the more·~e move towards the Qonception of a world



d.nstz-umerrt of na',tion'\l policy.

the sovercd.gn ril!ht to bnoadcas t to the outside world into the hands

It would

It would be neceeaary to establish under the

Radio Corporation Qnd. all other information media.

nppo.i.rrt a Director of.R~ldio I chosen for his (or her ) mer-L t as an

composed ofreprGsont'ltives of' the powers compr-i.e.l.ng the OounciL

This would act 8.S the Board of Governors of' the Intern8..tional

but it woul.d be very or';8i,ly solved if all states Were to resign

in the allotment of wavolengths in an already overcrowded ether.

This would certeinly sir~lify the technical problem involved
! .

How could such an international service in f~ct be or~anized?

This problom would ~apidly become insoluQle if each nQtiop were to

of an intcrn'\tional servi.ce in whioh they would exercise their fair

society in which the component s babes will progressively surrender

their sovereiGn rights to pursue independent policios devoted to

the advanoenerrt of their own p3.l:'ticul:D:' interests.

avof.d catasbrophe ,that the role of independent nat.ionrd, armed

international force I then it can be maintained that nation,"t.l

forces must be strictly limited to internal police work and the

task of upho'Ldi.ng international pe'lce be confided to a genuine

transmissions designed for outside audi.enoes be entrusted to a

If' i tis 8.Brc~c::d, as it will shortly have to 'be if we are to

supra~nationql authority incapable of. using the.radio as an

'broadcQsting should be confined to the domestic. sphere and all

SecurityOouncil of the United Nntions Organization El Oommittee

..]uite sirrply.

·/INF/W/7
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internation~list, with the necessary political, cultural and

bechnd.ce.L qualifioations, irre,spective of, n!'1.tiC?p.~liby ,

This chief executive should be allowed t9 select, ,again on

per-sonal, merit and regarc1less of'vnatd.onal.L ty I a Director of,,

'itteIr!l?t'to institute foreign servicos on El. cornpr-ehenai.ve scale,



I,' •

"

f

The B.B.C. European

I believe 'that,

This sepf1.ration of func,hions

This separation was achieved in the B.B.C.

It is as essential to guard against regionalism 'run

putting the service on the air.

organizational matters.

mad, which must frustrate the whole purpose of an international

of Organizn.tion, who would have to provide the material'means"'for

P~o8ramnes) who would be responsible for all output) and a Director
" '. 'I.

J/INF/i7/7
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content of broalcasts unless he is relatively free from

administrative duties) and that an a&uinistrator who is free from

mach.i.ner'y oiled through managers attached to the central and'

policy pr'e occupatd.on will operate far more efficiently.

~nother highly i~Qortant principle which will have to be

This principle should extend downwards throughout the service.

No one engaged on creative work should be afflicted with

~hich can never, h~vever, be complete but must involve close

co-operata on be twsen the heads of the two branches - is easerrtdaf,,

for experience has proved that no man can properly attend to

news ,and talks departments and his regional editors) while,

wQ:rking~ongside hirn , the Director of Organiz8.tion kept the

service. The Amerioan Foreign Broadoasting during the wax
: '

.-

editions as it were - and those receiving them in their own

Direotor of Broadcasting direoted the output through his central

countries.

regional sections.

It is essential in an~ service of information and opinion aiming at

crea~ing the maximum unityE@ong nations to avoid an excessive

degree of rigid cerrbr-al.Lzatii.on whi,ch would be repugnant to both

those responsible for producing the r-egi.onal, versions - the local

suffered'from exaggerated ce~tralization.
. I ~

Eur-opean Division during the war wibh Wholly good results. The

Se~vices to~daysuffer from the opposite vice.

adopted is fincung a propor balanoe betw0en the central direotion

,of policy and the regional interpretation of this central directive.



reassomble.

at one or mora points.

Nenrly all of

The tragedy is that

:;::.." it was done with

Ul tiw0.tGly) the balance cannot be established and

events and their interprotation wns second nature ,

thGre f'oro , be quite the most Lmpor tant factor.

be deca.ded whe'bhcr the progrenmes should be or-i.gi.nabed and controlled

Locatri.on of tho intern':ltional station or stEI.tions, and it must first

purposes, the next problem io be ocnsdder-ed is the actual physical

My ovm viow is that the best solution would be that the control

shoulcl feed ruby sta'!:ions at suitable geographical points all over

them have boen Rllowcd to disperse and they maybe very hard to

of pr-ogr-emmeeehoul.d be established at one central station, which

of' r-econo.i.Li.ng natd.onal, susceptibilities vrith supra-national

of interl'1':\.tionp"l r adi.o, and to whom an international approach to

ser-vi.cea of suf'f'i.cd.errb sbaf'f exper-Ienced in the delicate business

'I'her'e viore at the end of the war many hundreds of first-class trained

so much time is bct.ng allowsd to e Lapse bef'ore making a start.>

If V/C:1Sf~Um6, ~I.S I think V{1e; c.,re safe in doing if the time Lag

does not 'becom; too cxbr-eme , :that it wi L), be possible to secure the

vision ..rnd insight, the proiJhets 'who predict that such a service

men 'mU. women of w\.nym.tionalities who had graduated in the school

the pcrsonn.li ties of the people concerned at the centre and on the

selection of staff for nn international raclio service would,

the rein whi.ch is both firm and light. . It depends a good deal on'

To do so re qui.res ) however , constant readjustment and El. hand on

madrrtcd.ncd unless there is a profound unity of purpose. The

woul.d spee dlLy break down 'would be confounded.

the problem and struck the h:lppy rne an,

the world - only :l sufficient number of these relay stations being

set up to gU''l.'0rmtec adequabe World coverage.. The staff required

'1.t its h:; at (luring thew!tr, the European Services of the B. B.O. solved

./mF,/N/7
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for them would be small ~d almost entirely technical.

the staff serving it should be established at the seat of the

central station on r-eque sb for retransmission all over the world.

They should,

·./INF/W/7
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In short, the radio

National systems should also be urged to

My belief is that the radio organization should,

broadcasting systems.

however, be equipped to berun progr,~es produced locally to the

. ,

programmes with an internationalist ohar-acber from national

At the same time the central station should be eager, on ~pecial

Languages of their OYm oourrbr-i.e a,

occasions, to take, for world-wide dissemination, certain

The assumptio~ here is contrary to that which is most common,

development of internationalism !l.llQ. the radio service merely reflect

and no doubt difficult, development of ~ genuinely international

On the other hand, in tho ear-Li.er- phases, at least, of the. slow,

It m~y be argued that the Central International Station and

political authority, it might well bo better if the organization

Security Coun.cil, and there is obviously much to be said for this.

relay selected progrrunmes from the international station in the

stresses and strains which must perforce afflict the Security

Oouncil during its period of growing pains.

responsible for what it is hoped would be a completely international

namely, that the poHtical authcr-i ty will set the pace in the

radio service were to be away from the scene of the nationalist

and could, lead the way and, by its attairunent of El. virtually

its achievements.

complete degree of intern~tionalism, create the conditions which

nations on the practical political level.

the supra-national world authority, and it is th~s very circumstance

would make possible El. similar development in relations between the

service should be propaganda for, rather' than the propaganda Qf.,

which mikes it.essential that it sh~uld be set up without delay and

not postponed until the &~ - Which-may never come if things are



.in obvious sito has for some timo been avrd.Labl.e at

station apart f'rom the SGat of the S'Jcurity Couno.i.L,

"!

W~th the

Ini;:h'3 case of the

They must 1;Je mer-e conpLebe ,
.\ :.

It is possible for news to be colourful without

Progra.IIJrll3S canno t be oonstr-uoto.l and transm.i. tted until

passed on over a considerable pr~t of the world,

reasonable amount of fresh studio accownodation~ th~s delightful~y

capable of putting down Et signal strong enough to be p.icked UI) and

covering neorly Rll the Con~inent, and El. short-wave transmitter

./INB,/W/7
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addi,tion of ono or two medium and shor-t-wave transmitters and a

been reachod th~t an,internationAl r~dio sorvico will be an obvious

eatabl.Lshmant of Et oent.r-i'l fca<J. u{;[J,t:Lon; 1,'{Hh a fully ccmpe'terrt and

It is 1 perhnps , hardly ne C3SSfu'Y t.o !:~o::'n't; oub:~ha t the

of power politics and nde'lu",-tely CC!ltrrt:', and accossible.

servioe 1 both sufficiently r-ernotc from '!~he ce utr'e s of the traGi tion

si tunted st,;,tion would make an idc'.ll home for thG international

Luxernbourg , where there are already an extremc.ly powerful long-wave

t"lkon in that or-der' - when so high a degree of internationalism has

CflSG aeerns unanswer-ob'l,e for establisbi.ng the cerrbz-a.L br-ansmi. tting

and auboma t.i.c ancillnr,Y of a vlorld Governm0nt,

r-easonod - if the rrlm.o ser-vi.ce is, Lndced , the horse and the

eff(;3ctive world authori.by the cn.rt vhich it must pul.L - .thenrthe

transmitter for direct \Vestern "European oovoz-age , and, by relay, for

oomprehensive pz-ogz-amms sta,ff ~ n,ne1. of rC:":"rty sta~icm" manned

technically, is only he..lf the ,job in fo:cn:dng 0:.1 internFltional radio

the material for them h'.18 been (Jollec'bed,

service.

and descriptive talks, must be of the very highest quality both in

proposed service the news reports and despatches; the commentaries.

aCCQrate objectivity and in~erest.

thorough, and well informed .thananything obtainable e Leewher-e b~t!.

since it is no good being reliable if one is $0 dull that the

listener switohes off 1 these programmes must also be colourful and .

. even exca.tang,



arrested at once. '. ,

services. .WhCLtis needed is an international d.nf'orrna't.i on system

Dur-Ing t;he WAX', London, which WFi.S the. centre of. wha'b was :for

Quit~ clearly, if' bhe vas'bLy

The staff engaged in

H8~e, 'agAin, th~ existing framework of

\ '

). '.."

This service should not.be exclusively'Concerned

and public opinion' survey.

by the British ."I.ndother governments.

pre serrted f'ac bs ••. ,

wi th radio, but: should' feed' all media.

similarly controlled by national agencies, then natiohalism must

inevitably be' strengthened a~d int~rnationalis~ impeded.' If', on
I .

improved means of Lnf'Luencd.ng the public, the raclio, television, the

film,the pictorialm.'3.gazine, and so on, are to be exclusively

nat.Lcna.L in their direction' ,"l.nd; derived from infornntion'sources

Alongside the pr-opoaed oornmi.asd.on for the exchange of a'borai.c, .

broadcasting' and, other 1?Ublici'ty~~cti\Titie:s .were supplied with a
• I' ,". .

;olwne of news and background informatio~ far supeTior to'that

received by any journA.list working in a commer-cd.af undervbakd.ng ,

Obviously, an intf3rnational radio service must enjoy siniilar

such a system is being broken up, and this process should be

being coloured9.ndfor commentaries to, be exctting -wi bhout inci bemerrt ,

To achieve this, the central station would have to be served lJy
, ,

magnificently served by special news-gathering agenci.es established

all intents and sor-vi.cesen Lnber-natri.onaf. news service ,'was

l~/INF/yvI7
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and other scientific info!'nuition, the WCJrldSecuri ty Oouncd.L ought

to appoa.rrb a Supreme Exeoutive Comnrl. ttee to' organize an informati;n

lllCty preva:i;J.; gr~ ..::,tly,to the advantage 'b:f human solidarity.. ~:

a world-wid~ system-of news-gf~thering and iptelligence :sorvices,

. which would also perform the invaluabl~ function, of listener research

the'~th~~ h~nd, :the intern~tionEti peace organiz~tion is supported
'. I·

by an expert and unbiased' information service ,then impartial truth
~. '.

at the disposal, of the World Security Counci.l and organized both

to 8athcr and aissenli~1te the' fullest and most objectively



loyalty not to their OYm oountries but to the international,'

his level should be a mixed ope, drawn from all nations and owing

One o'bhcr .'1,speet of radio needs to be mentioned, the future

Cle:crly; 'theB.B.C. Home

In fact, it is round the nucleus of what

The staff of the World Information Service below

'Phis Cornmi, t tee should in turn appoint a Direotor-Gener31.

sp8wdily b6 estcwlish~d.

of nation9.lity.

could soon become "\ flou~ishinr~ internationnl broadcasting system

thAt thE) complete structure of a world information service could

be composGd of r8prescntatives of the nations in: the Seourity

section, which, for reasons already given , coul.d most easily and

possible to l~unch ~ll th0se services before st~rting up the radio

It would not be necessary J however ~ to wait unti.l it was

orgcL~zation.

'I'he Supreme }i;xecutive, CorrJI9.ttee ought, ,~tS has been said, to
, .'

contz-o.l.Li.ng :1 wor'Ldwi.de news -gabhez-i.ng servioe and public opinion

Counoil, but the Dir8ctor-Gcneral should be seleoted irrespective

lectures, exhi.b.i tionE1; and publicity of all kinds, including posters;

dooumentcz'y films;· issuing magaz i.nea and books; organizing

of ·the di3pnrtmonts for press, radio, films 1 publications, publicity,

'lncl intelligence, should. be responsi1)le for the following activities

in :lddition to the setting up of the internationpl radio service;

publishing f:l world newspp.per with, region:ll editions; producing

stc~tions, press, ,periodioals and film companies.

aegi.s of the World. Peace Organization, but the national radio

survey which would supp'Iy not only the information medi,a under' the

be; built. It Vi'\'"', inc108d, to a great Gxt,ent ar-ound the B.B~C. IS
.. -.'

European Division,'~nrl its ?-liied r-adi,o systems that the great.
vlt',rtim:-:: r'lm:Lfic::'..tions of' information services grew up •.

role of domes td.c n,).tion<:ll services.

The 'latter 'lssisted by a Boar-d of Directors cOITiposed of the heads

s6rvicc.

.../INF/vf/7
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. Service and its courrterp-ir-bs in other countrie s can 1 in certain



to Cltor:d.c self-dostruction.

when tho Corporn.tion's Ch':,rter comes up for z-cvi.ew next yor:u:.

'I'hi s , however, thou[!,h re question closely re Ltrbed tu ';hat of the

SOInU steps will have to be

It is not Dss(;n+:ial to

".t prcscrrt, as far as bho B.B.C. is concerned , therethe oppos.i to.

to the encour-agement of the interu':\.tionalis-c npproach , and not to

t8ken to enSure that these domestic services pursue a policy directed

purpose of the international sorvice.

c.ir-oumstances " to a largo degree frustrato and stultify the entire

·1INF;I iV/7
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is no such snfegu~Lra.! and this will have to 1)8 seriously considered

is necesso.ry to consider separately.

establishment of an Lrrter'natd.ons.l, radio servtce ~ )" one which it

the promotion, and then tu the servic~ of tt. World Political

settle it before pr-oceedi.ng with all pos ai.bf.e e.xpecli.tirm wHh the

.i.naugur-ata.on of a world system of broadcaat.i.ng dodici). tell first to

.urthordty , a World Cove.rnmerrt as the only ~J;t0rn3.tivo ultiJl18.tely




