
coverage to all activities of U.N,.O. ap.dof the functional bodies

,TheFilm DivLsion ,of ,U.N.E .. S.C.O. on the other hand should

their respective functions is as followa:-

.... If,.
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It should therefore
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worlo..

individual United Nations in th~~. fie~d.

PROPOSALS FOR THE .
ORGANIZATION OF UNITED NATIONS' FILM ACTIVITIES

.We.understand that thesett~nB ,up of two tllm division~

within the United Nations Organization Ls underconslderati,on,

one -aa par-t . of the Dspar traent of .Publ Lc Information attached
.', ' .,' .'", ! 't··" . ;: " , .'"" , .

From: Paul Rotha,
Chairman, ..'. .
Federation ofDooumehtar~fFilm.Units,
18, soho Squane ,

···W.L

their respective terms or ref'er-ence, and inth1;s .dr~ft consfder

·the nature and functions of, both~the proposed ,QJ.v1ei0l?-s.

In brief the distinction ,which i~ reoommended here between

direotlyto U.N.O.,and t,hE) , oth,er I3:s:j.Jart.,.of, U.N.E.S.C~;O.; we

therefore feelthat:particul~careshoulq pe t~kenin ~efining
. , '. ,

The Film Divi~ion of the DepartmentQf ,rupliq I~ormation

al:J.o1,lldby reason of. its,:position in U.N.O.beoonc~rneq.with

. the :part which films can play in Siving the. widest po~s~ble
" '

. w-ithin.itl?:framewt?rk. It should bheref'or-e be. responsible for

, arranging through. whatever channe'l a ext.e't in each ,country fOr the

,.:preparation,of'fi1m.,~terialadealing withU,N.O. activities and

for its inclusion in the programme of the public oinemas of the

be cono~~~9.~itb, 1mplom€lnting tpe f]1nctional responsi~ilities

of its :par6At!body'in the fie~d ofeauca~onalJ oultural and

scient1fic.·c~~o:perF,1t,ionJ· .and with meeting the film nequi.remerrbe

. ,and etimulating and co-ordinating the film ,actiVities of the
. . ....:

UNITED NATIONS
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bo r8sp.0nslble for stimulating and developing the prod~ction and

non-th8[1.triCD.l.l)B'O:Qf.. t)uchfj.ll~fl on th~ wic1est poas i bl.,e.:~cale.

In neither tnstance i8 it envirJuged ~hat a sIle'Cial U.N.

productlon unit should be oot' \JP; instoadw6 recommend that the

prOduction sorvicos availabl~ in tho member countries should be

~, whothor Governmental or non-Governmental. The reasons for

this recommendation ar8:~

(a) A numbor of countries already have efficient and

progressive documentary and educational film units in BOmG
'... ' ' "

Crises working through a central organization such as the

Federation of Documontary Film Units in Britain, and the

Nat l.ona.l Film Board of llanl3.da. It can be assumed that these

units in the different countries bear great good will towards

th8 United Nations concopt and would be ready to carry out

eommt aaione p.laced with them by U',N.C,

for U.N.E,S.C,O. to set about establishing its own production

unit flnu 1~b0rato~y services and aC1uiring eqUipment (other than

that r equtr-ed for the exhfb i t i on of films) would appear to
"

duplicate Unn8CGeS'.1rlly oxitlting :production organizations, at
,

a time when oqui.pment and skilled t.eehnt.cf.ans are in ahor-s

supply.

(c) It would appear that ono Of the reasons why various

organs of the League of Nations failed to make their proper
'.' '," j "

contribution, was that in several cases an international
'. ; :

body was created in advance of national developments throughout

the world, vide .the former International Iriat.Lt.ut.e ,Of

Educational Cinem~tography. On the other hand, the general
,t . , • ' .. I

policy of U,N,O.) implicit in the title United Nations,
, ~ .1 • t ,". 't • ;, • . •

would appear to be to place greater emphasis on the

~ontributionB which each indiVidual member country can make.
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In accor-d wi t h this modified conception of the wily in which

t nternational co'· operation might be developed, we are of the

opinion that in the field of films the produotion needs of

U.N.a. Qnd U.N.E.S.C.O., would best be met by making use of

ex i at i.ng documentary and educational produotion units

throughout the world.

In detail the recommendations are as follows:-

The Film' Division of the Department of Public Information .
.. \ .

.THe'Div'ieion will r-equire B. Director with wide international

film experience and of a calib~a sufficient for him to make

contact on the highest levels in both Government and norr-off'Lc i a'l

circles, and a porml1nent secretarial staff. Its staff would not

be large,. as the Dlv.:ision would not maintain its qwn production

unit.

To achieve the maximum coverage for U.N.actlvities and the

maximum distribution of such materinl throughout the public

ornemae of the world, the Division's main functions should be i -

(8.) To obtain, 'through the newsreel companies of each United

Natibn,full covefae;e of all U.N~ activitfoG) botbf'or

Lmmed lat.e public showing and as the means of ostablishing El

permanent film record of these ac t i vt t Lea ,

(b) To arr-ange space through the newsreels, through

editorialized fUm magazines such as Maroh of Time and

World 1n Action, Rna similar trade channels for specific

U.N. items.

(c) 'To initiate and sponsor for 'theat.r i.oa'l distribution

the makf.ng of more' considered films about U.N. activities

by re;!ooenited documentary uni'ts throughout the world. In

oommissioning any films of this' kind the Division should

work througn the Advisory Council ofihe FllmDivision of

U;N.E.S.C'.~. (see below).'



in both Government and non-cff tc t al circles. It will also

Tho Divts10n will requi re El director of wide experience of the

,'I

To prOVide a central information service on all aspects,(a)

The main functions of the Division should be:-

and to matnt.al,n ol one contact wi.th the responsible organizations.

(a) To 3.dvIB~ a.I I functional organizations within D.N.O. on

the poaalbf.Lr't l ee that exist 'for 'pub.l i ci.zing their activities

in tho 'public cinemas of the world.
, '

(f) To acquire and maintain private projection theates at

its contral and branch offices for the exhibition of films

of the film and of ~llied visual material) and of their use

fOr educational) cultural and scientific purposes in each

dealing with D.N. act:tv1:tie~ for showing to D.N; delegates

and to visiting par't i ea ,

The Film Divibion of U:N.E.8.C.O.

prcducfl onrind use- of documentary and educational films, and of a

cal tbre sufficient t'or him to make contacts on the hl.gheaf levels

A/nw/w.6.
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(d) To discover '111 the ohannels which exist in the various

mbmbe; countries':!:'or.th8Iltricn.l and non-theatrical distribution,
" .

reqUire aperm'inent secretariat. It will also r equi.re an Advisory

essentlRI that trade interests representing the entertainment film

making of documontf~y qnd educational films. We feel that it is

industry should be excluded. One of the primary functions of this

body sho\~ld be to advise the director on the facilities that exist

in each member cbuntry for the production of documentary and eduoational

of tho DepRrtment of Public Information on the facilities that

exist for tho production of information films.

:I'Ums. It should also be in Et position to advise the Film Division

Council composed of men and women of:ste,ndlng and wide experience,

'representtng tho fJelds of education, sc i ence , information" visual

education, and the'organizations specifically concerned with the



film8 from the main libraries in other count.rf.ca.

as a liaison between all the main nat.t onaI libraries. It

such fll.ms for non-theatrical 1JB8, The Division should act

To f'3.cilit,~lte thf~ interchange of fUm t.echnt ctans and,

cl producer in one oount.r-y on the uncut footage of film

from completed films. The Dtvf.ai on should be n..bie to advise

should not ,''LttEJmpt to eat.ab l i sh :1 11brary comprising all

AI n:rFI\'T. 6.
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country; to compile and pub l i sh lists of avai Lab l e films;

available films, but should only hold copies of any films

which it may commi.aai on and ftlms directly related to D.N.a.

(e) To mnLnt.ai.n 01')86 cont.act with the principnl bodies

(c) To f!1cil:Ltn.te the exchange of film footage as distinct

and to inst'itute the necessary resoarch.

serviC8, through which fUm Dsars in one country could book

(d) To i nt t i at.e and sponsor the production of films of an

acti vity, It ahould , however, operat.e 13. central booking

(b) To f'ac l l Hate the wid"JFJt pas stble t rrter-change of

ava i InbLe on ,'3, pllrttculr:.r subject in' other countries.

educat.Lona l cultural and ac Lerrt l f i o natur-e by 6xisting

(g) To acquire ~tndmaint[lin privats projection the:'l.tres at

country.

r-epr-eaent.Lng both the pr-oducer-s. and users of documentary and

of those t'ngQ.[it'Jd In all branches of visu8.1 education.

educational films in each country.

its cerrtrn.l and br-anch offices for exhibitine; Ha films and

those of its member nations to U.N. Q81egates and to

visis'ting educat.ionu'l , film and other T0presentutivea ,

(f)

. productLon uni t s , G-o\7ornmontn.l Or non-Oovernmentat , in each




