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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

\ PROPOSALS FOR THE
ORGANIZATION OF UNITED NATIONS' FIIM ACTIVITIES

From- Paul Rotha
Chairman,
' Federation of Dooumentary Film. Unita,

.18, Soho Square, L
W 1 e
. We .understend that the setting up ) of two film divisione |
within the Unlted Nations Organization 15 under consideration,
one ag part. of the Department of Public Information attached
~direotly to U.N.O., and the other as part of U.N.E.S.C,0.; we
therefore feel that particular care should be_tgkgn_iﬁ defining
their respective terms of- reference, and-;n_th;a,drgft conpider
the nature andvfunctions of,bqthntne prOpqsed:diyisiopa,
In brief the dietinqtion_whioh is recommended here between
their respective functions is ag fdllows:~_

The Film Division of the Department of Public Information

should by reason of its.position in U,N.O.,be concgrneq1with
- the part which films can play in giving the_y;degt pogeible
coverage to all activities of U.N.O. and_pf the functional bodles
-within . ite framework. It should therefore be responsible for
- arranging through whatever channels exisf,in‘each.qountry for the
¢ preparation of film, materials dealing witHfU1N.O. activities and
for its inclusion in the programme of the public olnemas of the
wop;d,,

- . The. Film Division of U,N.E.S5.C.0. on the other hand should

bewconcerngd:w;th implementing the functional rgsponaibilities
-.of 1its parent body in the field of_e@ucaﬂ&onal, cultural and

sclentific. co-operation, and with meeting the film'réquirements
-and stimulating and co—ordinaﬁing the film,gctiyities of the

individual United Nations in this field. It should therefore
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bo responslble for ptimulating and developing the production and
non-theatricalmudoﬁofmauch_fiiua-on ths'widest popsible ‘scale,

Tn neither instance ig it envisaged that‘a gpecial U,N.

production unit should be @ét up; instead we recommend that the

production services available in the member countries ghould be

used, whethor Governmental or non-Governmental, The reasong for

this‘reooum@ndution nro-~_ o
(a) A numbur of countriea already have eff101ent and
urogressivc documentary r~nd uducational film units in gome
cnaes workinp throuph a contral organization suoh ag the
“Foderntion of Dvcumontnry Tilm Units in Britain and the
ationul Tilm Board of ﬂanada. It can be assumed that these

unlte in the diffcrent countries bear great good will towards
the United Notions conoopt and would be ready to carry out
commissiona plqccd wnth thom by UN,O.
(b) fur +ho Dopartmont of Public Information of U.N.0. or
‘for U, N E.S C O to ret nbout establishing 1ts own production
unlt and 1 borqtory services and acquiring cquipment (other than
that ruquirod for the oxhibltion of films) would _appear to
duplicatc unnooeeaarily inBtlH{ production organizations, at
a time when equipmunt and skilled technicians are in short
Bupply . o |
(¢) It would appear that one of tha roaéons why uafious
organs of the Lengue of Nations failed to make their proper

‘ contribution, wag th&t in several cages an international
body was created in advance of‘national developmants throughout

‘“the world vide the former International Institute of
Educational cinematography On the other hand, the general

. policy of U N O., implicit in the titla United N&tions,
would uppoar to bc to place greater emphagls on the

Pontributions which eaeh individual member country can make.
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In accord with this modified conception of the way in which
international cbmoperation might ﬁe”developed, we are of the
opinion that in the field of films the preduction needs of
U.N.0. and U.N,E.5.C.0., would bsst be met by making use of
oxlsting documentary and cducntional production units
throughout the wbrld.

In detall the recommendations ars as follows:-

The Film Division of the Department of Public Informatior.

' DHe Division will roquire a Director with wide international
film experience and of a calibr§ sufficienmlfof him to make
contact on the highest levels in-both:Government‘and non-of ficial
circled, and a permanent seccretarial staff, Ite staff would not
bé'large¢.és the Division would not maintain ite qwn production
unit.

' To achieve the maximum coverage for U.N, activities and the
‘maximum distribution of such material throughout ths public
citiemas of the world, the Division's main functions should be:-

(a) To bbﬁain, ‘through the newsreel companies of each United
Nation, full coverags of all U.N. activities, both for

immedinte public showing and as the means of estﬁblfshiné a

' permﬂnént film.récord of these activities,

(b) To arrangs space through the newsreele, through
editorialized film magazines such ag March of Time and

" World in Aotion,'dnd'similar'trade chamnels for specifie
U.N. items. -

- (e) 'To initiate and sponsor for theatrical distribution
the making of more conaidered films about U,N. activities
by reocognired documentary units throughout the wofld. In
commiggloning any films of thia’kind the Division should
work throughl the Advisory Couneil of tho Film Divieion of

U.N.E.8.c.0. (sée Bolow).
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(d) To digcover all the channels vhich exlst in the various
member cpuntriee'fgr.théﬂfrical and non-theatrical distribution,
andrﬁo'méintqin cloge contact with the responsiﬁle organirzations.
‘() To advise all functionsl organizations ﬁithin U.N.0. on
the possibllities that exist for publicizihg their activities
in tho public cinemas of the world, o
(f) To acquire and maintain private projection theates at
1t contral and branch offices for the exhiﬁition of films
dedling with U,N, activities for showing to U.N. delegates
and to vigiting parties, | | |

The Fllm Divisicn of U.N.E.S.C.O.

The Divigion will require a director of widé expefiehce of the
production and use of Adocumentary and edncational films, and of a
calibre sufficlent for him to make contacts on the highest levels
in both Government and non-official cireles. It will also ’
require a permanent sccretarist. It will also reéﬁire an Advisory
Council compeged of men and women bffstanding aﬁd wide experiencs,
‘representing the flelds of @ducdt{on, égiencé, information, visual
" educaticn, and the'organizations specificaliy concerned with the
meking of documentary and cducationsl Films. Wé feel that it is
esgential that trade intercsts representing the entertalnment f1lm
indugtry should be excluded. One ofvthe'primﬁry functions of fhis
body should be to advise the director on the faoilities'that exigt
1n each member country for the producticn of documentafy and eduéational
films. It should also bs in = poaition to advise the Film Diviglon
of the Department of Public Informﬁt;on on the facilitiéé that
oxigt for the production of informetion films.

The main functions of the Division should Be;—

(a) To provide a central informaﬁiph ser#ice on‘ali agpects

of the film and of allisd visual material, and of their uge

for educational, cultural and sclentific purposes in each
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country; to compils and publish ligts of avallable films;
and to insti?ut@ thé neceggary regearch,

(r) To facilitate the widest possible interchange of

such films for non-theatrical vee, The Divislon ghould act
a8 a lialson hetween 511 the main natlionzl librarieas. It
ghould not attempt to establish a library comprising all
avallable filmg, but shouvld only hold coples of any filme
vhich it may commlealon and films directly related to U,N.0,
activity. It should, however, operate a central booking
sérvice, through which f1lm uvmors in one country could book
filmas from the maln lihraries in other countries.

(¢} To facilitate the exchange of film footage as distinct
from completed films. The Division should be able té advigs
o producer in ong country on the uncut footage of film
avallable on 5 particuvlar subject in' other countries,

(d) To initizte and sponsgr the production of films of an
educational culturai and sclentifilc nature by existing
"production units, Governmental or non-Govermmental, in each
country.

(e) To mnintain clogse contact with the principal bodles
representing both the producers.and ugers of documentary and
educational filmg in each country.

(f)' To facilitate the interchangs of film techniciane and
of thoge engaged in all branches of viguzl sducation.

(g) To acquire nnd maintain private projection theatfes at
its centrnl nnd branch offices for szhibiting itg films and
those of its member nations to U.N. dolegates and to

visigting educational, film and other representatives.

- - -





