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It

1. The General Assembly, at its seventh session (resolution 693 (VII) of

25 October 1952), decided again to establish a Negotiating Committee for

Extra-Budgetary Funds, on the same lines as in the previous year, to assist in

obtaining funds for the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, for the

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,

for the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency and for the United Nations

International Children's Emergency Funa, and for such other special programmes

not provided for in the regular budget of the United Nations as might be

designated by the General Assembly. The President of the Assembly appointed a

Committee of nine members for this purpose, composed of the representatives of

Australia, Canada, Colombia, France, Haiti,Lebanon, Pakistan, the United

Kingdom and the United States of America. The Committee elected as its Chairman

Dr. Karim Azkoul of Lebanon.

2. The Committee began its work on 14 November 1952. 'In the early months of

1953, it concentrated on the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, in

,preparation for the Technical Assistance Conference. This Conference took place

on 26 February 1953, and pledges amounting to $21,145,570 were announced by the

governments of sixty-three Member and non-member States. Pledges for 1953 to

the Expanded Programme have since increased to a total of $22,393,313 from

sixty-nine countries, against a target of $25 million. (Detailed figures of

pledges and payments to this and the other programmes will be found in the ,

annex to the pres8nt report.)
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3. The Committee next turned its attention to securing pledges from governments

to UIffiWA and UNICEF, and invited those governments Which had not yet contributed

to either or both of these programmes to meet with the Committee. For UIffiWA,

pledges for the fiscal year 1952-1953 from thirty-nine governments , amounting

to an actual total of $67,086,830 have so far been made, and a total sum of

approximately $147 million has so far been pledged against the three-year

target figure of $250 million set by the General Assembly in resolution 513 (VI).

Pledges for the fiscal year 1953-1954 totalling $388,758 from six governments

have so far been made.

4. For UNICEF, pledges for .the current fiscal year totalling $14,206,020 from

forty-seven governments have so far been made, against a target of $20 million

estabUshed by the UNICEF Executive Board.

5. The Negotiating Committee then turned its attention to umrnA and drew the

attention of those governments which had not yet contributed to the Agency

to the fact that a sum of approximately $44 million still remained to be pledged

to meet the $250 million budget for three years envisaged in pursuance of

General Assembly resolution 410 (V). ~ to 1 September 1953, pledges in cash

and kind from thirty-three governments amounting to a total of $207,518,517
have been made to umrnA.

6. The Committee beUeves that it would be of value to continue similar

negotiations both formally and informally during the eighth session of the

General Assembly.

II

1. The Committee has devoted a certain amount of time to discussing its methods

of work and the best methods of achieving results. The pledges described

briefly above ·and in detail in the annex are, of c0U!se, not the result solely

of the work of .the Negotiating CommiUee. Many of them are the spontaneous

response of gov,ernments, and some others have been partly the results of visits

to and private negotiations with governments by senior officials and other

persons on behalf of the various agencies. While welcoming the efforts of the

agencies themselves to secure pledges from governments wherever appropriate,

the Negotiating Committee feels that its own most appropriate and useful actiVity
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is to initiate requests for funds mainly through delegations at the seat of

the United Nations, to maintain contact with delegations during the year on

questions concerning extra-budgetary contributions, and to co-ordinate the

various approaches to governments for extra-budgetary funds, and it has noted

with satisfaction the increased interest of delegations in its activities.

The Committee believes that, with the collaboration of delegations in New York,

it has, in many cases) been possible to secure action by governments in their

own countries ifhich has resulted in contributicno 1» tLcse Ir<),~l'c..r:rrFS.

8. The Committee) throughout its work) has always stressed the importance of

as near universal support as possible for the extra-budgetary programmes of

the Organization and has aimed at securing contributions from as many countries)

both Members and non-members of the United Nations, as possible. As regards

the coming year, a number of factors make the universal and increased support

of the agencies supported by extra-budgetary contributions more vital than ever.

9. The Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance has reached a stage of

development where it needs all the financial and other support which States

can give it) if it is to develop its full potential influence in meeting the

needs of the under-developed countries. For this reason) the Economic and

Social Council, at its sixteenth session (resolution 492 C (XVI)), urged

governments to contribute to the maximum extent possible to the programme for

1954 and lIin any case so that the funds available shall be no less than the

amount earmarked by the Technical Assistance Board for the approved 1953

programme ll
, i.e. approximately $25,300,000.

10. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the

Near East is also reacbing a stage where further continued financial support

will be required if the Agency is to achieve success in solving the difficult

problem of these refugees.

11. The prospect of peace in Korea imposes a very heavy responsibility for

reconstruction and rehabilitation on the international community) resulting

in a continuing requirement for financial support by governments on a

major scale.
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12. As far as the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund is·

concerned, the recent recommendation of the Economic and Social Council for

its continuation on a more permanent basis, if endorsed by the General Assembly,

will require continuing financial SllllPort on at least the same scale a.s in

recent years, if even the m1n1!1T!J!ll urgent needs. of children in many countries

all over the world are to be met through assistance to governments.

13. Each of the programmes mentioned briefly above represents the urgent

assistance required. in the area or field of work concerned. for which the

. international community MS .'assumed responsibility. Each of the programmes

mentioned has reached a stage where continued financial· support 1& essential,

on either the same or an increased. scale, if the programmes are to produce

the desired benefits for the areas and countries concerned. ./\;part from this

consideration, the w;Lder the basis of the support that is given to these

programmes, t1;le more Valuable they are as an expression' of international

solidarity and of the spirit of mut~assistanceamong nations.

14. ,The Negotiating Committee recommends that the General Assembly should

consider mak1 ng early provision for the continuation ot its work by a

committee of Member Governments.
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ANNEX

TABLE OF PLEDGES AND PAYMENTS OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, UNICEF
AND UNRWA FOR 1953 AND 1954) AND TO UNKRA UP TO
1 SEPTEMBER 1953
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