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Par. agenda of the tenth session of the General Assembly.

In the technical language of the United Nations, this
debate is what is usually called a procedural debate. The
President has allowed - and, I think, wisely allowed­
the speakers to present their views fully, not only on
the question of theco1l1petence of the General Assem-
bly, but also on the 'bistory and the laws of, and the
conditions now prevailing in, Algeria.

AGENDA ITEM 8 6. The debate has; on the whole, been informative ~md

Adoption of the agenda (eomlnued) therefore helpful. It is, however, not conclusive. On
many .important points connected with this question my

FIF,ST REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE (A/2980) delegation will continue to keep an open mind. If the
,(concluded) , question' of the inclusion or non-inclusion of the item

1" The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): Th~ were one of principle, pure and simple, my delegation
list of speakers, as I announcedat..the 529th meeting, would have no difficulty in making up its mind. Faithful
will be closed at 3.30 p.m. rhe General Assembly will to the teachings of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, we are against
nOw continue its examination of paragraph 5 of the first colonialism and imperialism. In the United Nations, my'
report of the General Committee [A/2980] which delegation .has invariably taken a strong 'stand ag:;linst
recommends that the item "The question of Algeria" cplonialism or imperialism in Asia or AfriC:;l or any-
should not be inc1udedin the agenda. where else. It is, funhennore, our belief that the Charter

~ 2. Mr. KUZNETSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist of the United Nations is 'an anti-colonial and anti-
t Republic!;) (translated from Russian): The General imperialist Charter.
~ Assembly has before it the request LA/2924 a"d Add.l] 7. In connexion with the Algerian question, one very

of fourteen African and Asian States that the Algerian important consideration. has weighed heavily with my
.{ question should be included in the agenda of the tenth delegation. We observe that France has adopted sub-
I session ot the General Assembly. It must be borne in stantialmeasures to liquidate colonialism in Tunisia .and
! mind' that the Algerian question was discussed at the Morocco. The reforms already adopted and about to be
\ international Conference of twenty-nine Asian and adopted are the work of French liberal leaders. We
t African countries at Bandung, which adopted a resolu- understand that the French liberals have had to face
1tion calling. on the French Government to take imme- stubborn opposition from certain groups inJ4"rance
~ diate steps for the peaceful settlement of the question. whom I would call the die-hards of France. My delega-

3. Recent events in Algeria show that those concerned tion entertains the hope that the liberals in France will
have turned a deaf ear to the twenty-nine Governments' strive for changes and adjustments in Algeria in
appeal. No attempts whatever have been made to ease harmony with the spirit of the times and in loyalty to
the tension in Algeria and find a solution which would' thbse very principles for which France has fought in the
.take into account the national interests of the Algerian last century.. We are, furthermore, apprehensive that
people. The uneasy situation now prevailing. in Algeria the debate on Algeria may strengthen the die-hards in
constitutes a threat to the peace in that region and France and weaken the position of the liberals there.
cannot be regarded as the internal concern of one State. For this reason, we have not found it wise to associate
It is thus understandable that events in Algeria are a ourselves with those who have called for .the inclusion

I so..urce of .jUstifiable anxiety to neighbouring States. of the Algerian item in the agenclaof the Assembly.
\ This question is therefore 'of grave international 8. Mr. CHAMANDY (Yemen): The representatives
It significance.. of the fourteen Asian-African nations which formed
v 4. We consider that the United Nations cannot part of the conference held at Bandung, and tlte repre-

ignore events in Algeria. It is the General Assembly's sentatives of those nations which manifested their sym-
duty to consider the. Algerian question in order to pathy.for the cause of the freedom of Algeria, spoke
bring about, in accordance with the principles of the from this rostrum and presented to this august body
United Nations Charter, a peaceful settlement in irrefutable evidence to prove that the decision taken. by
keeping with the interests of all concerned, and, first the General Committee not to include the question of
and foremost, with the legitimate rights and national Algeria in the agenda of thh~session [103rd meeting]
interests of the Algerian people. The' Soviet delegation was an unwise decision and was in contradiction. of the

~•. will therefore support the fourteen States' proposal that principles of the Charter of the United Nations. .
.the Algerian question should be included in the agenda 9. The people of Yemen, who for many years went

I of this session of the General Assembly. through a bitter fight to acquire their ·freedom and
S.Mr. TSIANG (China): The question before the independence, certainly are in deep sympathy with the
Assembly is the recommendation of the General Com- Algerian people. The Algerians are paying a costly
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pricein'their fight for freedom and for the right to self- 19. If the Algerians were happy and satisfied with
goV'erllment. their association with the French, they. would not be
10. The speakers who preceded me have dealt exten- clamouring for their freedom now. .
siyely with this question,· and the repetition of eviden.ce 20. .The question must now be asked: what is Algeria's
and legal points might be tiresome. However, we are status today? It is not ,i protectorate, since there..is no
now fadng a serious problem. We are witnessing a treaty, international agreement or convention giving it
holocaust which has taken, the lives of thousands of such a status. It is not a Trust Territory, since it does
hUman beings because those human beings "rere not fall within the definition ofArticle 77 of the'Charter.
clamouring for their freedom and emancipation. We ' It is not part of the territory of France, since its geogra" ,
wonder whether asking for one'sfree<lom is a sel'ious phical location separates it from France. Algeria lies,
crime which deserves the penalty of death. beyond the seas, and article 60 of the French Constitu-

, 11.; The delegation of Yemen cannot remain silent don makes a distinction between Fr'ance itself and its
while the people of Algeria are being subjected to unjust overseas areas. The preamble of the French Constitution
acts. Itwishes to add, its voice to the 'voices of the,other clearly states that "France forms, with the .peoples bf
nations protesting against these acts which do,:not belong its overse~ territories, a. Union, based, upon equality
to this age, .and agablst the actiolJ. of the· Getlera.l Corn- of rights and· .. duties without distinction. of race or

,mittee in recommending the, omission of the question of religion." Where· is that equality ,and,whei'eare those
AIgeriadrotn theagenda~ rights? E\Ten if we assume. for ,the sake of argument that

. France actually 'consulted by democratic means the
1200 .In '$0 doing, we are moved not only by our deep ,people of Algeria and they have,actuaUy agreed to limit
sympathy for the struggle of the' people of Algeria. to their 'sovereignty in 'favour of,. metropolitan France, ,
regain, theil~ right to h~m!1n dignity, justice and fr~edom, offering ,Such equality of rights and dutie~ without dis-
but also by our conVIction that·· under the auspices, of tinction' of race or religion, are no.t those same Algerian

"~the-,JJnited Nations, and by the observance of the prin- people now free to change their· status, by democratic
ciplesof the., Charter, the legitimate rights of the process after spending one-:and-a-quarter centuries

'Algerians, could be restored without impe~illing inter- experiel1cing what turned o~~. to be 'unsuccessful :French
national peace and security. . experiments of assin1i1ation and integratio.n which have
13. That was' our sincere hope when we joined',the in fact not resulted in the promised ~quality of rights?

"other nations which proposed the inclusion of the ques- 21. The people of Algeria are' today still living in
tion of Algeria in the agenda of. this·session. Un- terror of reprisals and impo~itions of heavy monetary
fortunately, however, it ,seems that our hopes will be penalties, and the French, instead of. taking huri1ani-

,shattered and dissipated in the dark alleys of. power tarian measUres to improve the'. situation, are ·still
politics unless the General Assembly reverses the deci- pouring in troops withdrawn from their North Atlantic
sion.of the Gen~r31 Committee. Treaty Organization (NATO) forces to takedra!5tic'
14.'We appeal' to the representatives here present measures and impose more penalties. Maybe 'they
who opposed the inclusion of this item in the agenda, promised some reforms, but noreforn:ls seem to be
to reconsider 'their previous stand and to cast a new forthcoming. If any reforms. are introduced, they will
vote in favour of its inclusion.' help the colonists and not the native inhabitants. This
15. It is.hi.ghly regr.ettab,.le that those representatives lack of equal treatment, which has been proved by

. official reports and the pronouncements of the French
closed their· eyes to the terrible happenings which are leaders themsel\Tes in this so-called integral part of
now. taking place in Algeria and were lured by the F d· F f h . h . .
alleg'ationsof the French.Government· tbat Algeria is a. ranee, eprtves rance 0 . t e rig t to·base Its case on

~ theoretical legal claims to domestic jurisdiction.
part of.France. . 22., The distinguished representative of Iraq has
16..How can the Algerians be Frenchmen while the referred [525th meeting, para. 93] to the telegram from
two peoples are ffj,r apartin'culturaljracialand religious Mr. Messali Hadj j president of the Algerian national
affinity? Canno~ these differences be seen? If the French movement, now in enfor~ed residence in Angouleme,
saytbat Algeria belongs. to them by the right of con- appealing to the General Assembly not to endorse the
quest or by the right of treaty, our an.swer to them is antiquated and already renounced principle of right of
that in this era of progress, no nation 'should be per- conquest. With your permission I wish to refer to it
mitted to subjugate another nation. Asregardstreatiesj again, because in this debate what is important - in fact
any unbiased historian will tell us that these treaties very important - is to know the point of view of the
were imposed on the Algerian people, who never Algerian nationalists, who are the second party involved
tolerated the presence of the French amOng them nor in that tragic Algerian war and concerned with the
recognized their sovereignty. " outcome of our deliberations on their request to get a
17. We would also tell them: why do you not let this hearing by this Assembly.
matter, in all its details, be heard by th~ United Nations? 23. Mr. Messali Hadj, hoping that the General
It is true that the French gra.nted citizenship to the Assembly rejects this fantastic recommendation of the
.people of Algeria. But the Algerians do not want this General Committee, says:
second"class citizenship in which they are denied their ' !~The refusal by the Assembly to discuss the issue
full rights and equality, Whether in matters of the would close .the second of the only two doors open to, a.
administration of their country, the 'exploitation of its peaceful negotiation in this <J,ispute.... If,this should
natural resources, or the benefits of its trade which, for happen, responsibility will fall· upon t)lose who have
the most part, go to the French.'settlers. deprived the Algerian people 'of their rights under .the
18. It is true that there are Algerian representatives United Nations Charter by prejudicing the issue in
in the French Parliament, but their number has never favour of France. To theAlgerian people in particular
been in proprJrtion to the number of the popul~tion of and to the free' world in general a vote cast against
Algeria, nor have they enjoyed full representation. inscriptioll on the French claim that Algeria, is

~
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': irrevocably part of France would be. a stamp. of 31. The other day, and again this morning, I listened

approval of the worst of all colonial rights, the· right to speeches which dumbfounded me. I heard it saicl this
of conquest." morning that we were competent,to discuss this fr~:gic

24. As you see, the' Algerian nati.onalleader interprets and painful case of Algeria because. blood was being
the argumentation and the decision of the General Com- spilledin Algeria at this moment. Is the United Nations,
mittee' as in effect leading the United Nations to the then~ to seize upon every question where it can be shown
approval of conquest. Does this seem far-fetched? Then that blQod is being spilled? '
let me call your attention to the remarkable fact that no 32. Another speaker this morning said - and I noted.
less an authority than' t1?-e French representative, his words' particularly _'" that any· "human group'"
Mr. Alphand himself, agrees with Mr; Messali Hadj. having a· claim to assert should be able .,tobring it
Mr. Alphand, in his presentation before the General before this Assembly. Are we going to transform the
Committee [103rd meeting), virtually based his claim Assembly into a sort of international court? Beware,
against inscription on the right of conquest. There is n~ gentlemen: it-is not only collective national claims which
disagreement on this point. . may one day be·· brought before such an international
25. If France Were perlnitted to decide, on the basis court, ·btttalso other social claims, human·' rights' other
of her own' unilateral interpretation of Article 2, para- than that of self-determination. Is that the 'tourse on,
graph 7 o~ the Charter, what a, bpdy of the United which we are going to embark?
Nations could or could not discuss, then France could 33. Yet another' speaker said that we were competent
in effect have ,a veto power over the .business of' the because ·.many of us-almost,all·of uS,in my view-
General· Assembly. This was clearly not the manner in were anxious about. what was" happening in Algeria.
which the ,framers of the Charter intended that Article 2,But shall· our proceedings henceforth be 'governed,and
paragraph 7, should be applied. our competence be decided, On the basis cif notions as
26. The case of Alg~ria is based not only on the prin- vague and as sentimental as these - notions deserving .
ciple of self-determination and human rights, but it also of respect, but nevertheless purely sentimental?
involves a violation of an international treaty, that is, 34. If words sitchas those had been uttered at ,San
the Genocide Convention, to which"France isa party. Francisco-where l,wasmyselfpresent-Iassure
We need notenumerate the violations of this Conventionyoutbat I should have hesitat~d long before advising
by the 'Fre~ch, the past and the present drastic measures my Government to enter the UnitedN~tions, for I
taken against the Algerians,because they are well known should have felt that I was advising it to join, not an
to.·all by now. orderly assembly capable .of constructive work,. but a
27. For all the aforementioned reasons, the delegation c:kaotic and, nondescript body in which no rule would
of Yemen appeals again to the honourable delega~es here ever'be respected and any individual country w0t11dbe.
present to cast their vote in favour of the inclusion of at the mercy of decisions taken by fortuitous majorities.
the question of Algeria' in. the agenda of the current 35. I venture to ask those who were at San Francisco,
session, and may the Almighty guide them to do so for those who were the authors of the Charter, those who
the sake of humanity and the protection of the rights of inspired it and have always served it well, whether this

,the 'Subjugated peoples. is really what we wanted.
28. Mr. SPAAK (Belgium) (translated from 36. As a rule, I am not one to set tooll:eat a store
French): A certain parliamentarian once said: "A by point~ of la~. I am well aware that political life
speech has sometimes changed my opinion, but never . cannot be contained within certain legal formulae, but
my vote." I trust that this disillusioned and perhaps at the same time· I do not believe' that, the law· must be
somewhat cynical remark .does not apply to.this Assem- flouted, and, as regards the case in PQint, the important
bly and that we are always resolved to consider in all thing. in .carrying out, and recognizing the principles
objectivity the problems which come before us. embodied in the Charter is that it is a contract which
29. It is seven .years since last I had occasion to stand we h~ve concluded amongst us. By contravening an
on this rostrum qf the United Nations. This is my first Article of the Charter, we are 'breaking faith withall
visit since 1948, and I' hope you will allow me to speak our Members, who believed that in this, Assembly and
with that frankness which has always been shown in this Organization they would have certain guarantees,
towards me and to tell you~ very candidly, that when but who suddenly observe, as I thillk was also said .this
I return to Belgium tc;>morrow~ I· shall arrive feeling morning, that when certain questions of a particularly
somewhat depressed and most anxious about the fate of sentimental and emotional nature are at issue, the
the United Nations, where I have fomld vast and sedous written word and the guarantees contained in the
changes., . 'Charter are no longe,r respected. In so far .as lam

concerned, I can never accept such a point of vIew.
30. The speakers who . have asked .the Assembly to 37.. It seems to. IIle that the question before u~ sh.Quid.
vote against the General' Committee's resolution have
said that the prestige of the A~sembly was at stake. be considered from two points of view, the legal and
I mt1~t ,say that in all their speeches~his is the only part the political. I modestly claim that the school of thought
which I thought moderate.' As I See it, the vote we are to which I.·belong isa sound one. from both points of
about to cast involves more than the prestige of the view. If you would know my deeperfeelirtgs,since ques-
Assembly. It i~ a question which challenges the essen- tions of law ,are -- I believe -- always debatable,I
Hal principles on which this Organization was founded consider that my argument is still' better from· the
and, in my view~ if the Assembly. were guilty of contra- p.olitical thap from .the l.egal vi.ewpo.int. ; and. w.ben II
vening in what seems to me an all too obvious manner, speak of the political, viewpoint, it is of course the
Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter, m~ny of us interests .of the United Nations that I have in mind.
would be faced with the agonizing question: How ean 38. It 'seems to me that Artic:1e 2, paragraph 7,.of the
~ possibly remain in an Assembly which so palpably Charter is completely unequi'VOC!!. Although both in my

vio~ates the contract. that links us one with another? professional andirt my political life I often have occasion
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But- Ishotild like:;to ask some of 111y colleagues and 52.' What then is the object of all this debate ?Why
some of therepres:~ntatives in this Assembly to bear in must aU- this political wisdom, all this human sagacity,
mind that while, it is perhaps'possible- to give us lessons, be mixed with so much emotion, so many insults, so
it is certainly also possible, by watching what goes on many wounding remarks, only to lead in the end to, the
in Europe, sometimes to follow certain examples. simple solution?
48.Wher~ are we heading if we continue along the 53. From the politi~l point of view, there is one thipg
lines we are now following? One thing has astonished which strikes me and indeed astonishes me somewhat.
me in this Assembly. To listen to certain repres~ntative~ There are delegations here, ,who ,say: "We speak on
one would-think that there is only one single hum~n behalf of the Algerians". Out of couJ::tesy, I am ready to
rig~t - the right of a people to s~lf-determi~atio~. Far· believe that. Politica~ly, ~ ~m not so sure. ~ave you not
be It from me to deny for one moment the Importance shown undue haste In gIvmg yourselves thIS mandate?
of that human right, and I am not even making a con- Is there not some danger, even, in thus taking it upon
cession when I say that I am prepared to admit it as the yourselves to defend a political group or a human group
most important, the first human right. But I would before the Assembly? What would happen if, instead
have you, on your side recognize with me the fact that of being confrbnt~d bya dispute o~ which it can be said
the right of peoples to' self-determination is not the only that the two sides are of different races, we were faced
human right which must be guaranteed in the modern, by a conflict which set two different classes in opposi-
civilized 'and democratic societies to which we belong. tion? And what would happen (I am not speaking on
VVhat would become of this Assembly if, in keeping my own account, because coming from me it would be
with the method now in vogue, we called upon it in of no .great. importance) if, in _this Assembly, persons
our turn to investigate, in a vast survey, how human more powerful than I took the same line and said~

rights as a whole are applied in each of the countries "There are other human groups, there are social classes,
represented here, if we were -to ask the Assembly to which are badly treated in their respective countries;
intervene whenever in our opinion one of these human we are appointing ourselves 'their advocates, and we
rights (among whicli we must include common justice have come to plead their cause before the bar of this
and also, of course, social justice) is not entirely Assembly?" Is there no danger in starting along such
respected. a road? .
49. I must not go on. I 'think you have all seen the 54. What do we wish to do? We do .not, I take it,
danger of, the ~ituation, the risks besetting the course wish to substitute ourselves .for the French and the
into which we are being lured, and I hope that when the Algerians. That would indeed be impossible. I intend
time comes to vote each one of you will first reflect. But to speak frankly. Perhaps there are some who wish to
let us for a moment admit that my legal argument is exert pressure on France. It is possible, I think, sup:.

, wrong - which it is not - and that the Assembly has posing it to be necessary, to, imagine a course of action
; the right to discuss these problems. We must still ask entirely outside of this Assembly - which would consist

j ourselves whether the idea is sound politically; whether, -.. in saying to the French Government, to the French
by discussing these problems here this afternoon,. we are 'people, to the French Parliament: you see the. feelings
going to help the Arab people, the Algerian people, and which are being aroused in the world; but weunder~

also the French Government; whether we are going to stand you (in a moment I shall say a word about
.facilitate its task; whether, after a week (or-a month, France); we know what you have achieved in the past
for I do not know how long it will take) of the type of and what you are capable of achieving. It would cer-
debate of which we. have had a foretaste, it will be easier tainly bring great relief to the world as a whole, and
for the French and the Algerians to come to terms. undoubtedly to· this Assembly, if it were sOOn possible
50. I have listened to words which I ,must call odious. to settle the Algerian problem in a progressive and
Someone suggested that those who proposed to vote humane manner. '
for the motion before us were against the Algerian 55. I am sure not only that the French Government
people and, what is more, that they supported .the would listen to this advice from its friends, but that it
advocates of continuing colomalist methods, the use of would do all in its power to follow it. But to exert
force and violence. I can find no other way to describe pressure on France by the means which have been
such an argument than to call it odious. used here, by pointing the accusing finger at that coun-
51.. I believe that we all desire the same thing. Is there try and usi~g violent, unjust! subjective a~d ~motio.na~
a single one among us, whatever the legal school of language,.WIthout understandmg of ~:ance s dIfficultIes,
thought to which he belongs,- who is not anxious about ?y st.ressmg only the burd.en, posl)lply a heavy. one,
events in Algeria? But I doubt if I exaggerate when mhented from a length~ hIstory, wIthout the wIll to
I say that it is first and foremost the French who are understand and to c~>nslder all aspects of the prop-
anxious about the events in Algeria. I assume that they leI13'" I do !lot be~leve the Frenc~ Gr~vernment IS,
are aware of the vast and difficult problem confronting strlctlr. speakmg, .elther very patIonabst ?r. very
them. Let us put the most optimistic construction on c~auvmlstIC, but nelth~r do I beb~ve that ~hlSIS the
things. After three or four weeks of discussion, what rIght way to approach It, to try to mfluence It.
could we say? We might say that the Algerian problem 56. It remains for us, then, to hope that we may act
disturbed us; we might ask the French Government to as a kind of 'mediator - though I am not using the
take urgent steps to deal with, it; we might ask it to word in its legal sense. In this connexion, I should like
seek a' peaceful solution, accepta>le to the majority of to say that the tone which has been used, fortunately

I the Algerians. That is the most that we could do. The not by all, but by the majority of the delegations whose
. French representative has not communicated his speech members have spoken from this rostrum, has shocked

to me, and I am not empowered to speak on his behalf. me profoundly. A' few months ago, at San Francisco,
But I should ,be very astonished if he did not tell us I spoke of the Bandung Conference. I paid a very sincere,
shortly that this 'is exactly what tb.e French Government tribute to the spirit which" to ,my mind, was displayed
intends to do. :' there. It seems to me that the States ,repref.tented atl



l'f,rBandung, when they were met together among them.. national p<>licy based on compromise. It is not by. using

I·elves, and probably when they felt the strength and extravagant and unjust words, nor by giving undeserved
ower of their common interests, not only behaved as a lessons to others, that one succeeds in gaining acceptanc~

',hole very reasonably, but at certain outstanding for Qne's ideas.
oments showed great loftiness of thought. And what 63. What then is to be done? The answer is. simple:
found particularly heartening was the impression we must t;ust France. Does France deserve our trust?

which I gathered that all idea of systematic hostility I was shocked indeed to hear it said from this rostrum
(t{) use no barsher term) t~wards.the European peoples that France was imperialistic, colonialist, bloodthirsty
or the peoples of the whIte race 'had been dropped. and cruel. All these adjectives have been used. I am not
To~orrow, when I take t~e ~eropla~e to ~eturn home, the self-appointed advocate of France, although it is
I thmk I may say that thIS ImpressIOn wdl have been not without pleasure that 1 would accept such a task,
somewhat weakened. which I should- deem an honour. I do not say that all
57. Fellow representatives, and I would even say my the pages of French history are equally fine. But where
friends - for why, when speaking to. the African-Asian' is the co~ntry whose history has pages that are equally
countries, should I not dare to say my friends? - I have unblemished throughout all the centuries?, What I
no racial prejudices; I believe in the equality of peoples venture to say, and what must be said if some measure
and the equality of men. I am ready to admit, indeed of justice is to be restored, is that perhaps no other
I do admit, that in the past of the European peoples .people in the world has so many fine pages in its history
there are many things to be changed; if we wish to and that, -before we attack it and arraign it before an
continue with this great human community which we international court, we ~hould be objective enough to
planned and founded at San Francisco there arc many recognize this fact. Certainly no other people has
scenes from the past which must not be allowed to bestowed on mankind so many and such diverse benefits,
recur and which were better eliminated. I firmly believe intellectual, scientific and political ; and, before con-
that the peoples of Africa and Asia can help us, and demning such a people outright in thoughtless terms,
help us effectively, to rid ourselves of this too heavy the critics should pause to reflect upon this long tradi-
historic heritage. tion ~of a glorious past.
58. But in saying that, may I not also ask you to 64. I say that we must trust France because of its
recognize that we are nevertheless already on the right past, because of what France is; but I would add that
road, and that enormous progress has been made in we must trust France because of what it is achieving..
freeing the colonial people from what m~y be called 65. I would beg you to weigh the consequences of what
the colonialism of t}te nineteenth century or th.e first you are about to do. If you do not follow the counsels
quarter of the ~went1eth ~ ,Perhaps you may answer t~t of prudence, you are going to drive France to extreme
the movement IS not .gomg fast. enough. Gentlemen, In acts, and possibly to very serious acts. Let us suppose
many,o~ your countrIes revo~ut1ons h~ve occurred and that the argument opposed to mine prevails. What is
new regtmes have ~en estabhshed.WIth all due r~spect the very least that France can do? It is what all of us
for the efforts whIch you have made, may ~, ~Ith~ut would do if we were in France's position. After
offence, ask you whether you have succeeded In nddlng defending her case as France !Jas done, after having
yourselves of the past in th.e space o.f a few years: or asserted with deep conviction diat the matter was one
whether, to se~tle outstanding questIons, you do not of domestic jurisdiction, what is the least that we could
need a certa ...I. time, to proceed by stages, WIth prudence do? It would be, not to submit to the strange verdict
and moderation? of this Assembly, but rather to say: "Continue the
59. What is true of your domestic affairs is true also procedure you have started, but wit~out me. I shall not
of our intemationallife. But the difference between your even be there to defend and explain myself. I contest
position and ours is that, instead of criticizing you, your jurisdic~ion, ~md I am leavi~g." And ~hatever
instead of arraigning you at the ,bar of I do not know you then. deCIde ,,:Ithout France WIll be nothing more
which international court, we understand you and would than beating the ~l1r.
be most willing. ·to aid you in speedily overcoming your 66. Can such a development profit the Assembly? Are
difficulties. we to spend our time beating the -air? Is it thus ~hat we
60. In my opinion, international life can only be based shall enhance our prestige? ~os.t certainly not.
on two great virtues: the spirit of understanding and 67. An~ ~hen I say that thIS IS .the least that France
the spirit of moderation. can do, It IS because I have no WIsh to allude to other

. . .. . possibilities, which would be infinitely more serious..and
61. I h:tve no WIsh to ~ve the ImpressIOn of speaking might well have disastrous consequences for the very
to you bke a~ old man, but I do speak as a ma~ who existence of this Assembly and this Organization.
can now begin to look back on an accumulatIon of .. ."
experience. I have seen that there are no international 68. I .shall now close,. WIth apolo~es for .takn.lg so
questions in which one country is entirely right and the much tIme, and for. perhapsrtot having been qUIte so
other entirely wrong. The truth is quite otherwise. The moderate as 1 had mtended.
truth is that in intemational life we have to deal wjth 69. I have heard much talk in this Assembly of the
,questions which have been pending for many long years, spirit of Geneva. Like. all of you, I rejoice at the spirit
with complicated issues in which conflicting interests of Geneva, the new spirit which prevails in international
frequently clash, and therefore the first virtue of the poli\tics. But perhaps before we become too much imbued
politician who aspires to intenlational politics is to try with this expression "the spirit of Geneva", we should
to understand. . do well to see what lies behind it.
62. The second virtue is moderation. Notbing is 70. Behind the spirit of. Gene\ra lies first of all one
achieved in international affairs by rushing headlong to thing - and I hope that the four great Powers. will
extreme and exaggerated solutions. True international allow me to say this; it is one of the liberties I am
policy- I am not ashamed to proclaiM it - is an inter- accustomed to take~ I refer to the good example which
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those Powers are setting us. But what would be the use 80. In. the .new social and .political· order which .. was
of this good example if the smaller Powers, instead of born out of the sqfferings and pains of the Second
following it, themselves remained attached to outworn World War, there is no room for either the assertion
diplomatic methods which in there latter years have or the assumption of any kind of superiority or claim
caused us so much harm, and were founded on mis- of sacred mission. Co-operation and assistance, in order
understanding, violence, emotion and the harshest of to be effective and acceptable, must be rendered on the
spoken words? basis of complete equality of peoples and nations.
71. What is the spirit of Geneva? It is a spirit of 81. The spirit of this new era has given rise to the
tolerance and moderation. It is a sign that the great emancipation of the colonial peoples in Africa and Asia,
powers are at last Clrawing" a clear distinction between and their emergence into fully free and independent
'diplomacy and propaganda. As a body we were mori- . sovereign States. The mighty tides of freedom have
bund, because for many long years, especially on the swept away every obstacle in their path, from Indonesia
platform of this Assembly, two absolutely different in the Far East to Libya in the West. Free nations came
ideas, diplomacy and propaganda, had been confused. into being, nations wbich play important roles in the
72. The spirit of Geneva is the will to draw closer, affairs of the United Nations, especially in the restitution
step by, step; it is the will to forgo spectacular objectives of the right of freedom and independence to those people
and spectacular speeches, and to be content with more who have not yet attained them.
modest, but genuine successes. That is the spirit of 82. The tides' of. freedom gather momentum. They
Geneva. I would say it was also the spirit of Bandung. cannot be stemmed. Unfortunately, however, obstacles
It is, I assure you, the spirit in which we in Europe now have not yet been removed from the road to freedom
meet to discuss our problems. and self-determination in some' areas, especially along
73. Is this Assembly, herein New York, to offer the the borders of the French colonial possessions in North
paradoxical spectacle of becoming a refuge for ultra- Africa. We, may respectfully submit that this seems to
nationalists, for exaggerated language, for a kind of us to be a waste of the much-needed French national
international demagogy? If this strange paradox were resources and national energy which could be utilized
to come to pass, then - I grieve to Say it, but I do so to the greater benefit of France 'and of the United
in all seriousness - the wave of disaffection, which has Nations on some worthy causes.
already swept over .the United Nations since San 83. It is clear that the feelings of frustration and dis-
Francisco, cannot but grow broader and stronger, and may, which have been engendered among the peoples'
the day will come when the very fate of our Organization of North Africa by these obdurate policies, have
will be at stake. alienated those peoples from France and have made
74. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I them hostile to its Government. In consequence of the
call on the representative of Iraq on a' point of order. outbreak of hostilities in Algeria, it is of paramount

importance that a way must be found to stop the blood-
75. :Mr. AL-JAMALI (Iraq): The head of the shed and loss of property. This 'struggle has continued
Belgian delegation, in his passionate speech, made since November 1954.
several references and allusions to some of the repre- 84. The delegation of Afghanistan f~els that the dis-
sentatives .who have spoken, among whom I am included. .
I should like to ask· the President whether he would turbances in Algeria are serious. They are a, breach of
kindly permit me to make a reply now, or perhaps he peace and tranquillity of an alarming magnitude in that

Id f h I kIf I area. They have occurred because the people of Algeria
wou pre er t at . ma e my rep y a ter the ist of have claimed the free exercise of their right of'self-
speakers is exhausted.' determination and the establishment of a State of their
16. The PRESIDENT (translated from .Spanish) : It own t and because France has been reluctant to fulfil the
was agreed at this morning's meeting that the list of obligations which. we believe it has under the Charter
speakers would be closed at 3.30 p.m. The list .is there- of the United Nations.
fore now closed. When the present list of speakers is
exhausted the representative of Iraq may ask to exercise 85. Because of the unyielding attitude of the French
h' . hid I h 11 ladl Government to hold Algeria as an integral 'part of

IS rIg t to rep y, an sag y grant his request. France, even at the cost of protracted military and
77. Mr. LUDIN (Afghanistan): The delegation of repressive measures, on the one hand, and of the attitude
Afghanistan is one of the fourteen delegations which of' the Algeri,an people, who insist on establishing a
have requested that the question of Algeria be inscribed separate national State of Algeria, on the other hand,
on the agenda of the tenth session of the General Assem- it seems that much strife and bloodshed and loss of life
bly. This action was' taken by my delegation after the and property may ensue.
most careful study of the available data and information
pertaining to the problem, and in pursuance of the 86. My delegation feels that the General Assembly of
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. the United Nations should include the Algerian question

in its agenda. The United Nations is a centre for
78. The primary purpose of the United Nations is the hannonizing the actions of nations in the attainment
maintenance of international peace and security. Imme- of common ends, one of which is promotion and
diately following that is the development of friendly encouragement of respect for human rights and for the
relations among nations based on respect for the prin- fundamental freedomsfor all, without distinction as to
ciples of equal rights and self-determination of peoples race, sex, languilge or religion. Here, in the Algerian
and the taking of appropriate measures to strengthen question, preservation of peace and the restitution of
universal peace. human rights as well as th,e right of self-determination

'I 79. The emergence of humanitarian principles was· the of peoples are involved, which are of primary concem

~
tl.ecessary outco.me of t.h.e last war. The ready acceptance to this Organiza1ion. . . .
of them by the Members has provided the spiritual and 87. The delegation of Afghanistan listened with elose
moral foundation of the United Nations. attention and keen interest to the statement of the rep~e-
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sentative of France, Mr. Alpband,intheGeneral Com... equality of rights and opportunities with the French
mittee on Thursday, 22 September [103"4 me"ing), colonists. There are inequalities in political represen-
when he 'requested, 'onbehalf of his Government, that tation, in economic opportunities and in thefield$ of
the Committee decide against the inclusion of theqq.es- health,- education and culture.
tiono£ Algeria 'in the agenda of the General Assembly. 94. Because of these -inequalities which are fostered
Mr. Alphand.arJUed th~t, in th~ view.of his .G?vem- and maintained by the pre~ent r~gime in Algeria" the
ment, ~he. A~ge~la!l affairs were essentially wltllln ~he spokesmen of the M.oslern mhabltants of that ~ountry
domestic JUrIsdiction of France and therefore outSide have expressed a deslre that the Government of France
the puwiewof the United Nations Charter, and that should have been required to conform with Article 73 e
the General Assembly and the, Unite~Nations are not of the Charter, by transmitting to the Secretary-General
justified to intervene in them. Algeria, he said, had beCJ1 of the United Nations '·statisticaland other information
united to France by the Or;dinance of 1834 and since of a technical nature relating to economic, social and
then had forme~ an int~gral part of metropolit~n France, educational conditions" in Algeria.,
on· equal footmg With ,I1e-~e-Frallce, Brittany, or 95. 1 refraina.t ,this stage from entering into the details
Au,:er~e so that every A.I~erlan, w~ether Mosl~m or of the grievances and. the complaints of the Algerian
ChrIstian, was a French Clt1z~~. The repres~ntat1ve of nationalists on which they base their claim· that the
France added that, when a cItizen of Algerta reached political assimilation and integration of Algeria in the
the age of. 21, ~e became an elector. He went on ~o say French Republic is· contrary.to the interests of its.people
that. the Algerian depart!Dents werer.epresented In t~e_ and utterl)' unworkable. .To these arguments other
National Asse~bly.andm the. Coun.cll of the Repubbc delegates have alluded. We all, understand that· a case
on an equal baSIS With those of contmental France. for selious consideration and deliberation by this august
88. After setting forth these a~guments, Mr. {\.It>hand body does exist. It is justifiable, and necessary, there:-
concluded that the case of Algeria clearly fell Within the fore, that :the question of AIger'ia be inscribedjn the
provisions of Article 2, paragrap~ 7, o~ th~ Charter and, agenda.
therefore, was not a s~bJect fo~ discussion m the General 96. lVly Government was one of tb!~, twenty-nine
Assembly of the ~mted Nations. To these ar~ments Governments which participated in the Bandung Con.'
of the. represent~bve .of France, the de~egatl?n of ferenc~e. The question: of Algeria was discussed, in
Afghanistan has given ItS most careful consideratIOn. Bandung and the right of the people of Algeria for self..
89.Reg~rding .the com~tence.of··the peneral.Ass~m... determination c.· was· unanimously· recognized-and·· sup.
,bly to diSCUSS the questIOn of Algeria, the Foreign ported. The twenty-nine nations which were represented
1\rlinistero!Egypt and!>the~ d~legates ~~o have spoken in Bandung constitute a large segment of humanity.
bef~re me.1n favour of111scr~ptl?n of this Item, advanced Aside from the participants of .the Bandung Conference,
anlmposmg array. of conv~ncmg ar~me~ts ~rom the there are other Member nations represented in this
record~ ?f the Umted Na~lons O~gaD1zabOn Itself. In august Assembly which have traditionally supported
the oplmon,of my delegation, their cogent argumen~s the cause of fundamental fr.eedoms and. the principle of
proved that. Article 2, paragraph. 7, of the C?tarter did the right of self-determination. By this token, an over., .
not apply. In the case of Algeria. In the mterest of wbelming majority of the peoples of the world support
brevity, I do not propose to repeat those a.rguments. . the cause of Algeria and the inscription of this item in
90. As to the argument that Algeria is an integral part the agenda of the. General As~embly. Expression.of. a
of France and that it had been made so by the Ordinance ho~e maJo: be.permitted th~t the General A.ss~mbly m Its
of 1834, with all due respect to the delegate of France, votmg Will reflect the attitude of that maJorIty.
the delegation of Afghanistan submits. that such uni- 97. My delegation does not share the misgivings ex-
lateral assertion by one State that it has assimilated pressed by some delegates that the discussion of this
another people and its territory - a people which is item in the General Assembly would do harm to the
separate and distinct ethnically and culturally, and has orderly progress of this matter~ My delegation believes
historical characteristics and attributes of its own - the contrary to be true. We believe that the discussion
without that people _freely expressing its own will in of the item in the General· Assemblv would do much
favour of such union, is contrary to the spirit of fue good and that it would help to find"a solution for the
Charter~ Recognition of such a forcible union is an problem. The resolutions [611 (VII) and 612 (VII) J
utterly untenable thesis. The delegation of Afghanistan which the General Assembly passed at1ts ,seventh'
feels that the final goal of the Non-Self-Governing session in connexion with the questions of Tunisia and
peoples is self.;government and self-determination. Morocco helped in preparing the ground for nego-·
91. The history of Algeria during the past 120 years tiations to take place between the two parties. '
is a living proof of the fact that the Algerian people 98. The resolutions of the 'OeneralAssembly carry
dip not submit peacefully to the domination of France. with them the moral verdict of the United Nations and
Quite on the contrary, the people ofAlgeria have conti- of humanity. Even the mighty States cannot afford to'
nued. .thei'i· heroic struggle for freedom and i~de- ignore .. them.. The discussions. and dedsions. resulting
pendence and for the redemption of their national soul from them have the effect of strengthening the hands of
up to the present moment. far-sighted, courageous and constructive state§tt1anship.
92. .France has been able to maintain her domination 99. The delegation of Afghanistan, therefore, earnestly'
over Algeria only by the preponderance of military appeals to all the delegates in this august Assembly to
power and military z:esourceS. This, in our opinion, does cast their votes in favour of inscribing the item of the
not lend legitimacy to -the, claim· of France. Algerian question in the agenda of the tenth session of
93. The attributes of citi~en$hip, which the J:epresen- the General Assembly. . . .....' . •
tative of France claims to have bestowed on the Algerian lOO. Mr. ULLRICH (Czechoslovakia): A number of,
Moslems"seem to be rather. narrow in scope and limited. deJegationshavealready spoken on the issue of the-
in. application. 'In Algeria, the Moslems do not enjoy- inclusion of the questio~ of Algeria in the agenda 'of the
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present session. The Czechoslovak delegation only should bear in mind certain relevant factors as it decides
wishes br~efly to state its ·position in this re&pect. We whet~er to inscri~e"in its,~gend~ the item entitled "The
shall restrIct our remarks to the procedural aspect., 9.ues~lO~of Algeria : Re~emt>E:r1Og that t~e!ote on the
101. The request for the inclusion of the questiol) ,of Jns~rlptlol1 of. an Item IS without, prejudice to the
Algeria in the agenda of the General Assembly has ,been ultimate questIOn o~ the. Asse~blys competence,. we
put forward by fourteen Member. States representing must nevertheless! m thl~ par~lculart;ase, take 1Oto
an important part of the United Nations membership. account th; folloW1Og consldera~lOns. .. .
Nor is, it possible to ignore the'fact that at the Bandung 109.. Unhke Morocco and. ~nhke Tlt111S1a, which a~e
Conference, the· significance of which has, be~n stressed French protectorates, AlgerJa under French law .15
by many speakers in the course o,i the general debate, administratively an integral part of the French Repubbc.
twenty:nine' Asian and A!rican States e~pressed them- We have not~d, that in the expJ:1natory mem,orandum
selves m. favour of the right ,of the natl0!1s ?f North [A(2924] whu:h has bee~ submltte.d by ,the l\f~mpe~s
Africa, including ,Algeria, to self-determ~nat1on, and which have proposed the Item relat10g to Algeria It 15
addressed an· earnest appeal to the French Government stated that:
r.aUin~ for a pe.aceful settlement of the question of "There is an imperative .. need for, negotiations
AlgerIa. , ', 'between the Government of, France and the true
102. The United Nations cannot, in 'ou,r view, refuse ..representatives of. the41gerian people",
to hear' the ,voice~ which. have the support of ,the nations and that ,consideration of .', the Algerian question by the
01 t}Vo'continents representing the majority of mankind. General Assembly would fa~ilitate'a solution by making
The Cze~hoslovak delegation is convinced tbata. calm the need for 'negotiation ·evident.
and objective consideration ot_thisissue cannot harm HO. We have noted further that reference is made
the interests of~ny of the~p'art~s,.con~erned~ and that, to the right of the people of,Algeria to independence, as
on the contrary, It can contpbute t~ a Just a~d peaceful well as to the concern" of the international community
settlement.; ., "" ... . -for a prompt solution of the Algerian problem, acon~
103. ,The Czechaslovak'deleptioll,' therefore~ does not cern to which the French Government is claimed to
co~cur.in the ~ecOlp~endation"~f.theGene~alCommittee have,faiJed to respond. ..'.' " '
that ~hlS .question s?,ould not be -mcluded 1!1 the agenda, 111. This memorandum indicates clearly that what is
,and. ~t 'WIllyot~ag~!mst ,that.r;co~endat1o~... ',soughtby thesponsorso£ the' item is tb~ san.ction'oftbe
lQ4. .Mr. ~AWR~NCE (L.lberl~): The Q~legation·of General Assembly toa courseo.f act,lon 1Oten.~ed·t~
LiberIa deSires to l~trerve~e 10 this de~ate.m order to, bring about fundamental changes In the composl~onof
make clear the consltlerat10ns upon which It has based one of the United Nations' .own Members - that It, t}le
its dec~sion to cast/its vote in "relation. to the .reco~- French Republic. If it does not mean that, it does, .not
~endatlOn of the ~~neral Comn.llt~ee agamsttheIDscrlp- mean anything. . " , ,.. '"
tion of the .quest!()l1 of Algena ID the agenda of the 112. The,Ul1ited States believes that the ,proposed
present session of the General Assembly. item viewed in. the context of. this action which it is
105. ,.As one of the founding signatories of the United suggested should be sought in the General ASl;embty,
N~ti(ms~harter, LiJ>eria . finds it ha~dly, n.ec~ssary,to ,'falls within, the provisions of Article 2, paragraph -7,' of
re!teratelts unswerv10g adherence to Its prmClplesand the United Nations Charter.,' " "
purposes, es.pedally.~ith referepce t~ ~rticle 2, para- 113. L~t me say thisfinalword.Thereisgravedange~
gra~~7,.which prOhibits. the Umted Na:tlons fr?~ mter- to the future of the UriitedNations inta~ing up,9.~es-
vem~g ID .. matters which are. essentially.· wltblD the tions whose consideration, would .conflict With the
domestic jU~isdicti~n of~~e~ber State. ',' provisions ofArti~le~, paragr~ph 7. Wed~fi~itely t~nk
106. The delegation of Llbena holds, the VIew that the that this danger IS, mherent m the pendlDgqu~~ti.on.
inscription of the, question of Algeria in. the agenda of Of course this Assembly can vote as -it wishes, but we
the preie,n.t s~ss~o~'would,not ~.a!1 interven~ion'~n!he should' be 'completely clear in ou~ ownininds as to just
domestic Jurlsdlctlo.n of a State SlDce ~uch l~scnptlOn e~actlywhat it is' that we aredomg.For"these'reasons,
would merely permit a free and open d~Scusslon. of the ,the United States will vote to support the recommenda-
issues, ,in:volved, and the' most the Upited ~ations co~ld tion 'of the General Committee that this item be· not '
do' would be ~o~ugge$t. t~e utgent.n~esslty ~f finding included in the agend~.
an early solut1o~ In an amicable and satIsfactory manner. U4.Mr.MENON '(India)': In presenting the views
S~cha SJ.1gg~st~on ~rQm the~.e!1eral.As~em~ly,we,su:~- of my delegation on the present discussion of the inclu..

,mlt, ,w9ul~ I~, t}0 •way be an l!1terierence In a S~te s sion or non-inclusion of the question of Algetia in the
d.0mest~c.,Jurlsdlctlonf Rather,) It would.be an expres- , agenda" we desire; in or~er that, there ~hou:ld' be no
810n o~ our concern t~. ~eP1?"r:e any tension among tbe misunderstanding abOut It,. to restate what we are
peoples of that area whic~ ~~:ht pr~Yea ~rt;at to wo,rld addressing ourselves to. Tbis has betomeaU the more
peace. Wea~eof the OPUUO~I\that, ID ~e same.m~r necessary in view of some of, the ,speeches which we
that .a foun~111 of. water purl~e.~, the. alr~bout~t,a"~Js- have heard.' ," ,",' .
p~ss,onate dlSCti,SSlon and ;in airing of the Issues 111volved ,',. • ..' ., ," ' ..~, ,.,' .

, in the Algerian question would, tend. in large measure 1.15. " The ltc:m.pl'oposed fot,the agenda IS .The.ques-.
to relax tensions and bring a sober atmosphere i1)to this tlon' of ,Algena"..There are. no ,draft resolubo.ns; there
consideration.' , ate no pr0p'osals 11J regard either toco~de1!111at1onof the

". ' . ,. " " ' , . . .. " French pohcy or 111 support of Algerian Independence;
1~7. . For. the forego.lng ·reaso!1S the del~gation of there are no draft resolutions whim eaU fortbe United
LIberia wdl v~te aga111s~ therecotnmen~tl0I?- f?f the Nations to take any ,ac:tionby 'wayof-inter'Vention.or to
Gen~ra.~ ,,<:~l\1mlttee ancl, ID fav.;our .of th~ ,IDscrlpt,lon of call upon the French Government to submit to ,United
th~ltem In tb~ ~g~nd,a., , . " Nationsatithorityin this matt~r. The purpo~ beforeUl
108.:.• ,Mr.,'LODGE (United; States ofA111eriea): The are, therefor~,extremely']imltedand 'spec:dic,;tha~·iI,·
Pnited States' delegation believes that the Assembly to di$c:uss'the ql1estion,tQ take into, consideration a
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"situation" which is very dearly set out in the Caarter of the Charter and the, purposes of the United Nations,
s;s different from "disput~~5" or different from war, from discussing it.
con~ict, etc. That a "situation" exists in Algeria i.s not 120. . So far as the first argument is concerned, I should
dem~d by .anybodY"a~d all t~at we h~"e~?efore us IS the like to say here that my delegation would have confined
consideration of the Algel'lan question. itself to a very few brief observations on the subject,
116. I deeply regret that my delegation has not the but for the fact that the whole issue of the competence
advantage of knowing the present position of the French of 'the United Nations not to pronounce, not to inter-
delegation in regard to various' aspects of this matter vene, not to take into consideration what we regard as
and, therefore, it would be wrong' for me to anticipate a colonial question 'has been challenged. That being so,
what it is going to say, apart from what we have already we have to state our position without equivocation.
heard..We had the ben~fit of its vievys in the Gen.eral 121.rhe first part of the matter, stated by the repre-
Committee, [103"dmeetlng]. These views are p~~lsely sentative of France before the General Committee, which
set out .and we have the advantage of the, exposItion of was nota private discussion, is that this territory is an
those vIews. integral part of France, and this has been res~ted so
117. Before I address myself, not to the merits of the many times from this rostrum today and previous days
question but to the merits of the item before me, I want by numbers of representatives who support the position
to say first o~ all, in order that there should be no doubt o!F~n~eagainst inscription; and. the. attitude is that
as to the attitude of, my Government, that we are not since It IS part of France, an Algertan IS a, Frenchman.
here in any way to condemn the F~ench people, the Here, again, may I interpose and 'say that we lived for
French Government, or its delegati6~.We shall not many years, many centuries, as a dependency. We were
implant in the statement which I am making before the called at one time British subjects. That was bad enoughl

Assembly or in our approach to this, question an attitude Qut nobody dared to call us Englishmen, and it is to
either, of hatred, antagonism or of conflict. We are their credi~ - even though Lord Macaulay said:
participating in this in order that a very difficult and "Though they have the blood of Indians running in their
llnfortunate position in Algeria migbt be assisted to be veins, they must think the thoughts of the English."
resolved. Those who disagree with us can question the But they never told us that we should call ourselves
wisdom of the course which we are taking. They may Englishmen. So, to an Algerian or, to anybody' who is
even question the estimate and the calculations which not French, to be called a Frenchman is not a great
we make, ,but I should like to assure the French delega- honour, in our humble opinion.
ti~n that, so far. as we ~re c~ncerned, we do notapproa~ 1~2. The question of this "metropolitantt idea is based
~s problem eIther WIth dlsregar~ fo~ the g~eat .tradi- upon three main considerations. The first is, I suppose,
tions of France" or for the contrtb~t1on which It has the set of instruments that make up the capitulation of
made through the a,es .to hu~an .liberty, nor do we Algeria: This is an ancient people and place going back
!orget th~great contrlbutl~ns whl~h It ~s recen~ly made almost to the pre-Christian era. It has been conquered,
In !esolvmg the 10~g perlo~ of. ImperIal w~r m Indo- it basbeen populated and, therefore, I think that we
Cbln~ and the sacrt~ces whIch It has ~ade ID order to should be very immodest if we were to think that the
su~taID the ca~s~ o! bberty. Therefor~, If we do approa~h whole history of Algeria has been written and that,
this ~roble.m, It IS ID' the s~nse of trying. to find .peaceful therefore, it will be an integral part of,any other terri-
s~lutl?nsID or~e,r to bnng a. new. element mto •the tory for a long time. And yet, its culture, its race and
S1tu~tlon. ~hat IS to say, t~e atte!1tl~n of the Umt~d its ego have remained distinct right through the ages.
Nations bell~g a~racted t? It..T~ls IS pot necessanly This territory contributed great men to the human race.
- and certamly, ID our, Vle~, .It IS not - a facto~ that It saw various empires come and go. Therefore, when
promotes conflIct! but rather a factor that co~es 1R t~e "we talk ,about this metropolitan question; first of f?1l it
way of the two.Sides or the elements that a~e In confbet is based upon three sets of cjrcumstances. One is the
at the present ~Ime~ historical circumstance, whereby it has been arped, in
118. I should like to say, with great respect, that there various places that. this territory was surrendered to

.is no question, again, of my delegation wanting to set France by the prevIous rulers.
itself up as an 'authority on ,the, Constitution of France. 123. I have been at pains' to discover what sort of
We are not here - and I make bold to say that the surrender took place. First of all, I want to argue that
United Nations or this Assembly is not competent - an instrumentaf surrender is not a treaty. It is 1;10t a
to call France to order for the violation of its Consti- treaty inasmuch as there is no free will on two sides.
tution, but the question of the Constitution or other So, even if there were an instrument of,surrender, the
French instruments comes in so far a:s they are the basis Charter does not anywhere recognize that an instrument
of the position taken up by the French Government. of capitulation, an instrument of surrender, is part of
They become part of the record in the case, so to speak, a treaty. But, in' any case, there are large numbers of
~nd that, is the only way in which they come in here. these instruments and I shall take only the one that lies !

119. The main arguments in this matter fall into two !Jefore m~; and that is the. one dated J~dy 1830" whi~b
classes: one, that we should not, we cannot, discuss IS th~ mall?- doc~~el?-t t~at IS usu~lly, reb~d upon. There
,this we have no competence we are not allowed we are SIX articles In thiS, and.there I~ noart1~le that s~s
ha ' ., d· , '. '. ha ... ,'. of the surrender of AlgerIa. All It says IS that certalO

ve n,0 a~thorlt>: to ,IS,CUSS I~, two, t ,t It IS unwI~ ft, rd d That might be th,C~ terrl'tory of
for us, to dISCUSS It. The questl~n of ?ur co~petencels or s ~ere s~r e':lere.. " rate
based' upon a number of conSIderations. First of all, f\lJerta, or It 1)ught.be anyt~lI!,g else, ~ut at any
there is the aspect which tells us that this territory is It IS not necessary to be legahstic about It.
part of metropolitan France, that ·it, in fact, is, metrp- 124. As ,a country that opposes colonial rule in all
politan France. The other-and 'that. again is based forms and believes in the freedom of pe<)plesand the
upon a number of arguments to which I shall refer ,in .right of nationalities to have their own form of govern-
~ mQm~t '-- is that we are precluded, by the proviuona ment,' even if this instrument of surrencler were e,
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-su-rr-e-n-d-er-·-of-··-th-e-.·-w-h-ol-e-t-e"'l'r"it-o-ry-,-w-e--w~o-u-ld-. -sa-y-t''hat it for . the Overseas departments and Territo"esjfor
was under duress and as the result of war. Metropolitan France, they shall be elected two..thirds
125. The second argument is of conquest. Now, with by the National Assembly representing the home coun-
great respect, I say that conquest does .not establish a try and one..third by theCoundl of the Republic repre-.
right. Conquest does not confer rights. Conquest for the senting the home country." So there is a distinction
people comiuered is at best a tragedy. It is not a right. between the mother country and the overseas depart-
Conquest does not establish any rights whatsoever., nientS. '
Conquest confers an obligation upon the people who are 131. Article 72 states :
conquered and that is to terminate, that conquest; that "Legislative power with regard to penal law, civil
is all it involves. The second,' therefore, is the right of liberties and political. and administrative organisation
conquest. The Charter does not recognize anywhere that in. the Overseas Territories, shall rest with the
its Members should hold on to their possessions by right Parliament.
of conquest. "In all other matters French laws shall be·
126. The third part is where we have been challenged applicable in the Overseas Territories· only by' an
as regards the ground on which we stand. Here again, express provision to this effect •• !'
1 submit with great respect, to you and to the French No, you could not have it that·it is rriettopolitan France,
delegation, that we do not put ourselves in the position like' either Savoy or Nice, and say that only ~ndei'
of being the interpreters of the French Constitution or spedalprovisions would it apply.
whet~er it is right, wrong or otherwise. We accept the 132. Article 73 states:
French Constitution as the foundation of the :French
Republic and, what is more, as being based uponprin.. liThe legislative regirneof the. overseas d~rt..
ciples which are not only honourable to mankind, but ments" -that is, Algeria - "shall be the same as
which have contribu.ted a great deal towards human that of the metropolitan departments • • .'"
civilization. Now, it has been argued that the difficulty The question here for u,s is not whether one is better
with regard to this matter is t~t, different from t~n the other. What I am trying. to establish. by article
Morocco and Tunisia, Algeria is really part of French 73 is that the; French Constitution conceives of these
territory. I shall not again refer to the question of the as two separate things : the .metropolitan France . of
Frenchman· and the Algeriaq. Therefore, if I refer to 200,000 square miles of territory.and. the other, the
these articles of the Constitution, it is not 'with ·aview Overseas Departlllents. '
to submitting the French Constitution to the scrutiny 133. .. Article SO states:
of the Assembly, but merely because it has been adduced ."All. nationals of the Overseas TerritorieslbaU
in support of the other view. haye the status of citizens, in the same capacity as
127. The first article of the French Constitution says: French nationals •••"
"France is a republic, indivisible, secular, democra~c Again, we·see a distinction between the.citizens of
and soda!." In our humble interpretation, this France France and the .nationals of France. Therefore, ....
refers to 200,000 square miles of territory which is north Algerian is nota national of France. fIe is in the· same
of the Mediterranean. Therefore, the 'France that is position as we were as British subjects, but since Ftance
"indivisible" does not include Algeria. is not a monarchy he is not called a subject; he is caUed
128. Article 3 says that "National sovereignty belongs a citizen. That is the position. we see SO far as the metro-
to the French people", not to the Algerian people. The politan argument is concerned.
most important part of this argument, in tenns of ..the 134. The second set ofa~mentsaddueedJst~atit i9
view that Algeria is part of metropolitan France, is contrary to the principles of tpe Charter. Here I am
denied in article 60, which states ~ sure that the ... most orthodo~ pundit9 on the .Chartet

~~The French Union shall be composed, on the one would tell ut that tbelaw must 'be respected -and 'we
hand, of the French Republic, which. comprises do not Join issue· with them. We c:ouldnot .say more:
Metropolitan France -and the overSeas departments the ·lawmust be respected. But the law must be .inter-
and t~rritories •.." preted·.as the law, and the law is never.a. sta.tute alone.

It is beyond argument that Algeria consists of,·1 believe) The. law is all the circumstances that .ga behind it as
.three overseas departments. Therefore, when you say we1l, and the law, therefore, so far as the United Nations
that the French Union consists of the French Republic, is c:oncerned, must go back to the Atlantic Charter.
which consists of metropolitan France and the overseas 135. If it were true, as the representative of Belgiunl
dep~rtments, there is a distinction between metropolitan pointed out here, that the United Nations isfouhded'
Fr~nce and the overseas departments. Therefore, by upon the basis that things should be what they are, that
inference, Algeria, under ·this Constitution, is not part is· to say, when people came here. we knew what they
of metropoUtatt France. were going ·to be and what they were not going to ~,

. 129. .Article 66 says: then certainly it does not apply to us becau$e when :we
"The Assembly of the French Union shall be c:om- came here we .were not a~ .. indepe'Qdent country, and

, posed half of members representing Metropolitan we would not like to go back to t~t.
France and half of members'representing the over- 136. The Atlantic Charter states that the rights, of all
seas departments ..." .. peoples to choose thefomlof government under'which

Ar.ficle 66, in terms of representation, shows a distinc.. they will live will be respected, and they wished to see
tibn'between metropolitan France. and the overseas sovereign rights and sel(,;government restored to th*
departments. I submit that Algeria consists of these who have been forcibly deprived, of them.
OVerseas departments, and therefore there cannot be any 137.. I am freetoconfesl - I not only want. to eonfeu
argwnentthatAlgeria is part of metropolitan France. but I want to state- that .neithertbe A~ntic Charter
130. .Article 67 states: "The members of the Assembly nor the· provisions ofself·detenninationautomatiealJ,
of the Union shall.be elected ·by the regional alsemblies confer upon thisOrganitation any risht to enfol'eeteU..
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determination"" ,But it certainly' does say tha't we ,Vish seriously that consideration by the United Nations, or
to 'see people live under the form of government' they even the decision to consider by the United Nations,
want, and that is all w~ are saying. After all, all that would be an aid to conciliation, and not a hindrance.
the Assembly can do is to express its views and wishes, Thus there is no 'intervention and. no request, muc1~ less
and make its appeal. I will' corpe to this in a mom~nt. any seeking of authority to intervene. Intervention is
138. In the ~oscow Declaration, when ,these ideas of an act, and there is' no act taking place in this m~tter,
the United NatIons were developed afterwards. during an 'act which intrudes the persQnal~ty of the, United
the period of 1943 for the first time in human history, Nations into the territory concerned. That is nottaking
the world orga:nizationadopted the ideals of the French place. The discussion of a topic is not intervention. If
Constitution; that is to' say, it incorporated into the that were so, the many problems which have been dis~
foundation of the United Nations the conception of cussed, whether it was the Iranian oil dispute, or any
human rights which the' French had accepted over 150 other problem, would have been.. intervention in the
years ago. Therefore, to argue that we must not come affairs·of other countries. Article 2, paragraph 7, conti..
here and talk about human rights is the wrong' thing. nues: 440 1" shall. require the Members ~o su~mit such'
It is quite true that in all out countries, including mine, matters to' settlement under the present Charter".
we. violate human rights. But that is no argument for 141. ' We are not requiring anybody to submit to settle..
saving that we should not draw attention to'its violation: me~t. We have not in. any of these questions, whether..
After 3011, the volume and context of violation comes it concerns South Africa 01'" Tunisia or Morocco or
into it. However, I am not at the present ·moment going ,"rest Irian. What we have said is: please try to get
to argue that there .is a violation, of human. rights or together"in order to resolve these problems. We should
that there is not such a violation. like these things to -be considered in terms of the provi..

sions 'of the Charter and of 'the Universal Declaration
139. There isa 'situation in Algeria which calls for of Human Rights. We should like you to take into
the attention of this Assembly. In regard to the Charter, account the fact tha.t people \~re disturbed by this and
not only should we go back to the foundation of the' so on.
United Nations, but we should also refer to its Articles.
Great reliance has been plated on Article 2, paragraph 7. 142. Therefore, if Article 2, paragraph 7, is not
I . t th t d I . . Id . .. th attracted, that would not establish a case for arguing

wan to say a, my e",egatlon Yle ..s to.none In . e that this is within the Charter. It is not sufficient for
::~i:/:U~C::i~~~o~t~~~t:~ :~et~~~~~t~~~a~; .~~~ -~~tf~~ anyone who' asks 'fof inscription to .say' that Artic1e '2;'
to the Assembly to inscribe this item,. that we are not paragraph 7, is not attracted. We have to establish that
violating Article 2, paragraph '7., We are not arguing the other provisions are, attracted.
question as to whether or not Algeria is a part of met~o- 143. The difficulty in this matter is that if one makes
politan France: What Article 2; paragraph' 7, does. say a careful study of the Charter one finds that too many
is that "nothing contained in the present Charter shall Articles ;areattracted and it would take too long a time
authorize the' United Nations to intervene· in matters to argue the· matter of them all. The Articles to which
which are essentially ..,.". Let us take first the words we should like to draw, attention are in general Articles
"authorize ,the United Nations to intervene". No 11 aQd 14. Anicle 14,st~tes in part that "the General
a.uthority is being sOlight at the present momentfrolll Assembly may recommend measures for the peaceful
the United Nations for intervention. ''First of all,tbere adjusbllent of any situation, regardless oforigin". If the
is no seeking of any authority. All that is being asked words '''regardless of ,origin" have any meaning,. it is
for is the inscription of an item, to consider a question~ . that there. is a. generalpo~er to use the good offices of
Authority for intervention is not being sought. Secondly; t~e Assembly' for these purposes.
if, after inscribing the item, we discuss it, it is the 144. There are other Articles, for example Articles
submission, of my delegation that 'the discussion of an 11 and 35. Article 35 states in part "Any Member of
item is not intervention. If that were so, we' would the United Nations may ,bring any dispute, or any
discuss no subject here in the United Nations, because' situation of the nature referred to in Article 34 ...".
all ,of us here are ,sovereign States,' and by definiti()n In' Article 34, what is referred' to is "whether, the
all authority lies within the territorial limits and legis- continuance of the dispute, or situation is, likely to
lative, executive and judicial' organs of our countries. endanger the maintenance of international peace and
So if diScussion in the' United Nations were inter- security", and "which might lead to international
vention, it would be governed by Article 2, paragraph 7, friction". ' ' , ,
and this would reduce the Charter to an absurdity. If 145. A' la'rge volume' of opinion has been, expressed
there was amotion before the United Nations to take here of' con~etn about, this matter. This opinion did not
collective action, or to, impose sanctions, or anything l1ec~ssari1y ~k~ one ,side or the, other: ,The final c.om-
~f that ~ind; tllen itcoul~ be.argued :as a matter of, mu-niqfte . in this regard of the conference of Asian­
InterventIOn. Then the question would arise as to' African countries representing two-thirds of the world's
whether the Article is applicable or. not. At the present population counts. for something,·even if '~his tWo.-thirds
moment, there' is no request for giving any authority of the world's population are Asians ami Africans~
to anybody, and there is no request for intervention. It Therefore, to ignore that position would certainly not
is the submission of my delegation that discussion of an contribute to international conciliation. I do not' say it
issue is not intervention. Who are we to say that public would lead to fricti~n. There is no .certainty that it
discussion of theseco~plex problems is not likely to would; but Artide ,11, Article 14, or Article 35 are
assist in solutions? . attracted under the situation. '
140. In saying that, I should like to make the position 146. Before. I leave this part, there IS another a~pe:ct
of my delegationc1ear. The representative of Belgium to which I want to' draw attention. I base myself ori the,
referred to propaganda 'having taken a back place position that I· do not accept' the view ,that Algeria is
recently. In any s~eches we make here, we do not make anything but.a ,part. of jhe French" coloniatempire.
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;uthoritY'has been established over this territory. But leave behind 'too. <?ften t~ose who sti11a~ait liberation.
there is no distinction in political thinking or in Juris;. That is a .propoSlt1?n whIch I am sure w111 arous~ so~.e
prudence between French Morocco and AlgerIa. In thoughts In the mmds of a great many people In thIs
either case, according to the Charter of the United room.
Nations, having accepted the Universal Declaration of 1St When we come to the question of wisdom, what
Human RIghts and, if ,I may say so with great respect, we ask is: are we likely to promote settlement or are
according to the French Constitution, having reiterated we likely. to add to friction? It is our considered view
after deliberation the principles, of human rights, that'this depends upon the way this thing is handled.
,sovereignty really r~sides in t~e peo~le. It resided in 152. May I say ~hat by inscribing the Algerian ques-
the rulers of AlgerIa and theIr subJe~ts, t~e people, tion on this agenda, it does notprecludeanybody from
before ~he' .c?nquest and ~efore, the cap1~ulabon. What submitting a dtaft resolution - I am not saying we will
the ca!?ltulatlOn actually dId was to superUllpose French submit it-', supporting French policy in Algeria. All
autho~lty over them and, as a .conseque~ce' of the we ,are doing is saying. that we must' discuss it. I think
superior power of French arms, the sovereign powers that discussion,will assist in aUowingsome of the pent-
of !he ~Igerian'people went down. .But 'So. long.as y~u up steam t~ be released without explosio~s. It will give
bebeve .lD the rlg~ts .of. m~n an4 all that IS wrltte~ ID the Algerian people some confidence In that other
the varIous 'COnshtutlO!1S' .IDcludID~ that of the Umted people are thinking of them.
Sta~es, ~hat these are maben~ble rights, you. ca!1 never 153. It is, also heartening that this is nota quarrel
extmgulsh them. They can be d?rmant ~or a tlmeb'!t between Frenchmen and Algerians. I suppose that there
the. people then become sover~lgn agam when theIr areas many people hlFrancewho are concerned about
natIOnal movements and. the w111 of the peopl~ asse~ questions in this way as we are. That is one of the good
thems~lv~s. ,Therefore, 'Y~at has. been accomphshed ID things in a liberal world: that it is' not divided, as
Alg~rlalD terms of, p~bbcal phdo.sophy was, the .same between '. the metropolitan country and the colony and
as ID .Morocco; that IS to say, In Morocco, French that always in the metropolitan country there are latge
autho~lty, by vIrtue of the protc:ctor~te. that has. be.en numbers of people who support the claims of the colonial
estabbshed, ~as. the, effect of ext~ngU1shmg ,the, vltab~y' peoples. Therefore, from oUr point of view, the inscrip-
and th~ fu~ct.omng power, of the .Mor~cca!l peC?pIe.~hls tion of this question ·is a step that is calculated to ,assist
,,:as not t<r the sal~e., extent as.m ~I~erla. Th~r.e ~sa i~.t~~'pJ."~~s~s_()f.t.t_eg9~i~!j91!1>,(n!iq~ct.tbM, ..:~h~rt_.!h~
difference ID qua~tlty but, t~er~ IS ne.dl~erence In kl!,d. dISCUSSIon takes place, It takes place WIth the over-all
Therelore, sov:erelgnty, 'Yhlch.ls lackIDg m the AI~erlan objective 'ofbringing about a settlement and not trying
people, has to be recognt;r.ed m terms of human, rights. to find fault and apportion blame.
147. But this is not the issue at the present ,time. It is '. ", • ,', " . .
only argued simply to streSs the position that it is not 15~. So {aras my ~elegatlOn IS concerned, we are not
a question of•intervening in the affairs ofa sovereign a party to cond~mna!lon even when we are the sufferers.
State. It is merely discussion oil what is a plain, straight- We.s~a~l use su~ .mfluence as we ~ay have towards
fqrward colonial question., If we cannot, 4iscl1ss this conclba~IO!l. I beg the~rench delegation to accept froll1
here, what are the consequences? This also reminds me ps .that I~ IS n!lt,qur deSIre to make propagan~a a!'d that
of the statement of,a great English stateslllan: ,"If the It. IS" our de~lre to see that. thecolomal .a~plrat!on~ of
people do. not say anything, then .they are quiet! If they p~oples receIve some attentIon so t~t theIr agttabons
do say anything, then. they. are troublesome. In either ~dl ta~e ~he path ,more of peacefulbnes rather than of
case you need not listen to them:" , , VIolent ones.
148. A~ewe still living in the days of Metternich and 155. , ..The discu.ssion here, therefor~, i~so~ething,in
TalIeyrand and Castlereagh ~ No. Are we bound by the ou~ V1ew, th~t IS calculated' to aS~lst In, thiS P!~~ss.
do~trine legitimiste whereby this great international ~ .would not ,like tp say that~he, Ptocess of reconclbati~n
Organi~ation tries to hold the reins for the powerful ID ~oroc~o has el~h~r been IJ!1peded or .speeded by dls-
people in order that those who have.grieVances. may, not cus~lOns ID. the ,'Qmted Nat1ons.~ut It does look as·
co~e .before ,it and there may not be peaceful teCQD- though, takmg. the sequence of ev~nts" there have .not
ciliation? I submit that that .isnot our position. . been many, ha.rm.ful effects;. that .15. to say, tqere "has
149... The.position in Algeria, therefore, is that it is been ~,.general VIew, t~~en by all those concerned, of
part of the French colonial empire, whether itis different nO,t takmg, e?Ctreme posItions.,.
!rom ,Morocco or Tqnisia or not. Let it be said that it 156.. The representative of Be~giu~ ,referred to the
IS only now that we·are told that the' Moroccan question moderat~ .positjolls taken up by the Bandungrepresen-
and the Tunisian question are questions.withinottr com- tadv..es. I,have no authority to speak for ,anybody,but
petence.When we .br~ught them up, weweretold."that 'DlY. OWl'! country,andourpositio~ ,is still thesaQle.We
we were'lt0t competent, so we,have made SOme progre~s! did not seek to introduce into Bandullg any racial issues,
The difference between these issues is.one of quantitY . We 4id ,not try to .avoid the responsibilities or the
and not of kind. - " examination of our oWllsins as against the charter of
150. We, come now to the next aspect. Even if we hum~n rightsoranythingelse.0u.r posi~onisexa~tly
were. entitled to discuss this .and if we were not com- th~ saJ?le tp~y: ¥le have.n9d~sl.re to.I.ntrod~ce 1D~.
mittinga breach of the rules in discussing it, should we thIs.any raCIal IS~U~. Thelssu~, ~s ..!1, pobtlcal one. It IS
discuss it? That isa very ,legitimate question to ask. ~h~ Issue of. ~onfbct and reconclhatlo~. ~ would n?tsay
Is it. politically wise ?What,'are the gains and the 1t ISa. 9u~stlon of peace~nd war; It IS a question. of
losses? H~re, I cor,tfess, ,it is a matter of political jUdge_rec~ncdlatlon: . . " ._
ment. So\ far as political judgement IS concerned, our 157. Therefore, .sofar as the wisdom of this question
delegations, must be guided by the wisdom, of our is concerned, we have•• no doubt that the non-inscription
Governmen!s, by ,our, tomm~tments 'to' our neighbours -- and I sa.,y this. deli~,el1ltely- wi~l be, an actpf lack
and,wbat 18 more t~neve!Ything el~e, '~ou~pa$t of.·wisd~~" sof~r ~s ~ecap estimate, O!l, the part .of
history.. We ,would be belytrtg·· our bberation If we thIS Assembly. Of eourse, each representf~lVe,"naturaUy,
~..



In Otaenl AI.emhb'-Teatb8eMloD-PI...., 11"'"
must make up his own mind. We think the inscription now as part of one's areas, itis a matter of great con..
of this item will go a long way towarcls bringing the cern to us if the troops .• of metropolitan countries should
counsels of reconciliation nearer, rather than the coun- jointly become sponsors for the maintenance of colonial
sels of conflict. It will also be some assurance to the rule,' ·because instead of one empire we would have
Asian and African peoples' that the views expressed by several. in joint action.
them -. and, of course, I am not for a moment saying 163. That has been so in the past also, but there has
that though there may be number~ of us-' here, and our been no legal sanctification of it, and after aU those of
population~ may .be large, our. vle~s. s~ould: rule the us who are such sticklers 'for' ~anctity and legal -forms
world- wdl receive s~m~ conslde~t1on m this. Assem- will be very concerned about this m.atter. Therefore, the
bly. We are. not submlt~mg a!1ythmg of t~ek~nd. BlJ,t tr<~ops of NATO - they are French troops, they are
they are entltle~ .to conSIderation, and I thlP1f It would not anybody else's troops, and the French have a right
be some recogmtlOn of them. For those reasons, we do to with<lraw them from' NATO - but the resources and
not question the wisdom of inscribin~ it. their equipment have come from the common pool. .
158. Befor.e.~ conclude, I wan~togo back to.another 164. Theref<.\re, it looks as though in this day and age,
aspect 'C?f thiS Issue. ~reat at~ent1on has been paid to the when we are moving more and more towards the
domestic aspect of t~IS que~tlOn: I would.n~t argue that equality of men, when we are moving more and more
any further. I submit that m thIS matt~r.lt.ls n~t ~eces- towards the Uberty of territories, and so on, the
sary fOr. those of us who are request10g 1Oscnptlon to resources of countries that were formerly colonial
establish a case in it~ finali!y..l will not tl'Y.' to~o so. countries, who will have nothing to do with colonialism
All we have to do IS to 10Vlte the attentIOn of the in their own administrations their resources become
Assembly: to.a set of circumstances that prima facie call part of the mix1ture that is u'sed in order to maintain
for exam1Oation. th~ status quo as: such. I would not like to say anything
159. Now in .Algeria, what is beyond question---and that ,wo';1ld justi!iably be: regarded as a judgement upon
I think the leaders of France and the people of France the ments of thxs question one way or another. All we
will be the first to admit arid desire to admit --- is the ask for is the in.scription of this item... .,. . . .
great .part they have played in the liberation of peoples. 165. In this room there are at least twenty or twenty-
In, the last war, if my memory and my figures are two States who would 'not be. here if the "m~tropoHtan

(X)rrect,so~e l75,OOO AIgerians,jn()ne way or ~n0ther, Jrrance" argument, raised by France, were raised. The
participated as be1ligerents~ Soon after t\1e war they whole basis of thelr existence here' stands challenged;
demonstrated in favour of liberty, a famiD&." pheno- that is to say, if an empire cannot 'be overthrown, if a
menon to us. And while they were'participants for the con4ueror eannot be displaced, if lost liberty cannot be
liberty of what is now called most of' the democratic rewoli, then very few of us would have a place here.
'World, they themselves did not participate in that 166.:If you take the American continent there is the
li~rty. What is more, bot}t. the Algerian peop}e and great United States ·bornout ot the right to assert
thel~ rulers see!U to have IDdulg~d .th~mselveslD acts dissent, established by .revolt and sustained by the
of Vlolenc.e•.. It IS not for us to Sit 1!1 Judgement upon insistence upon liberty. The whole of South ,America
-them. Arls10g from these acts of vlOlen~ there came terminated the hegemony of Spain; there is the United

.the. great troubles of 1947 when, acc.or~1Dg topop~lar Kingdom whiich shed the blood of its sons in the nine-
estimates, some 4p,OOO people lost ~elr bves. According teenth century for the establishment of freedoms and
to the statement ID the French Parbament" some 25,000 thesuppol't of irredentist movements all over Europe.
people.Jost their lives. There are those of·, us whose methods of struggle have
160. .. The purpose of this statement is" not to tell an ~ rather ~iffe~ent,. but who have endured not ~eces-
atrocity tale, but merely to say that, even after a war sa~ly the p1"1VatlOn~ b~t all the r~sults of aets ID the
of liberation, where the peoples concerned were the very resistance to 'a~thot1ty ID the estabI.ishment of our free-
peoples which have taken part in that war of liberation, doms. Thus, ~f we ~ake on~ contlDent or another, to
the pr~sent relatiofiship is of a character that will lead refuse t.o consIder thIs que~tlOn j\nd to tell those people
to conflict, and their suppression required the very who th10k the~. have. a gn~vance,to tell th?se p~ple
troops that, were engaged in the war of liberation, in where t~e C0':lfllct between bberty an~ or~er, If you bke,
the test of the world. As for those whQ are great sticlde~s to put .It at Its worst, has resulted m Violence, ~nd ~
for the Charter I would ask them to refer to the nearly m any other conte~t, that we cannot conSider It,
Moscow DecIar~tion, which says that after the terini- would be ~egarded.as a .lack of ~esponsi~ility 'on ~he part
nation of hostilities they -- meaning the Allies'-will of theUD1~ed Nations 10 carrY10g out ItS functions.
not employ their military forces within the territories 167. There is nothing in intentationallaw which says
of. other States except· far the purposes .envisaged 'in the that even ,a civil war would not at times. come to the
Declaration and after, joint consultation. - state of 'what ptay be called a great conftagra~on where
161. At that time Al~eria had very largety become a the \i'arious provisions regarding pri~ners and so on
territory which was very important for war purposes. are attracted.
I. would like to say here that there is another con-. 168; It all depends upon the volume of the trouble,
sideratipn that rather. takes this outside the scope of and it has been ,going on for a very long time. When
d9mestic jurisdiction; in other words, the inhibition we look back into recent history, have not these very
about domestic. jurisdiction is not attracted. Today it same arguments been raised in other '.places and
is-admitted, and there is no dispute about the facts, that ult!mately the way of wisdom and the way of recon-
nearly 150,000 troops. which are a part of the troops ciliation 'was found to be the basis.. ' Ilndo-China is now
under the NATO system a.re part of the operational an outstanding example.
fortes in Algeria. ' 169. Speaking of" ourselYes, on questions which COIl'!

,162•. Now to us who have just emerge<! frc:nn colonial tern my country, it is doubtful that we ~y have taken
C9Jlditions, when thereare$till colonial territories' even other courses. Wc have 'nothing but gratitude and
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appreci~\tion of French policy i~regardt~ the small thi~ !orum wis~. to champion racial theories or provoke
settleme\uts on our land. Both oi; our countnes had the rebglOus fanatiCism?
wisdom ~lnd the patience to settle things by negotiation. 178 Wh I h h" . .
Although circumstances vary in these cases, the basic ' . .at .ave to say t~te Assembly IS tha~ It
principles are the same. The so-called sovereignty, that wou}d be mcredlble t? at;lyone In Fra!1ce that the Umted
is'reaHy, the authority of metropolitan countries over ~at1ons could even mdlrectly lend Its support to such
other peoples, must terminate. ' guments. No .Fr~nchman wo~ld. understa!1d how

. .. ' . . France could be mdlctedfor continumg to bebeve that
,170. Ho.wever, that IS n?t the Is~ue we are ~lscussmg it is possible to, treat a Frenchman from Algeria and
~o,,!, but If.there are conf1Jcts. and If those ~onfhcts draw a Frenchman from continental France on' an equal
,tn mtemat~C?nal forces, and If those confhcts throw on footing. '
the other Side of the fence large numbers of populations. ,., ' .
over Africa and Asia and what is more if those con- 179. There are deputIes of all races In the French
Bicts are reminiscent ~of the struggles and of the basis Parliament and Mos!em non-eommissioned officers,
of the existence of the very people who, sit now in. this officers a~d gene~als m the French Ar!DY' Edu~ted
Assembly, then it is right that we should call ourselves ,Moslerns.JI~ Alg~na occuPY.P?~ts of the hi~hestpobtlcal
to order and' consider that question. c ~d admlmstratlv~ responslbl!lty. Ther~ IS no c~u~try
171. Finally~ and I do it with, great trepidation _ I~ th~ ,,:orl~ to .~hlch the very Idea o! racial,and rebgJous
I would ask the leaders of ;France not to look upon this discnmlnatlon IS so completely foreign.
as a hdstile act, unpleasant as it may be, and accept the ISO. We believe, and millions of people throughout
assurance of people like ourselves that it is not our the world share our belief, that it is possible for the
desire to add fuel to the flame or to fan the flames of ~lgerians and us to live together in peace, 'equality,
conflict, but to seek reconciliation. 1Jbe~,a~dfrate.mity closely uni~ed ,in a single political
172. With these words I would like to say that my orgamzatl?u. ,With that understanding of human pr~
delegation will support the inscription of this item on gress. which the.y have always shown" the t.a.tln
the agenda. Amerlca~ ~epub1Jcs have for manyyearsbeenfollowmg
173.., Mr.. PINAY (France) (translated from French): a path slmtlar to ours and have, in many ca~es,slto!n
Idl,'d not think after my statement at the 528thrneeting us the way. What wo~ld. become of the. na.tion~luD1ty .

t ' cia h" I h ld'h 'k . '. " of many of our countries If States could lDote dlsorder'l
'rf:it:~al YA:s:~blY.s ~~rticub~yt~eri~ ci~~U:s:rt:~: in11ei~hbotiring territorieS witba view to provoking
h . f t d h h' h h' d ha secessIOn?,owever, orce me 0 0 so; t eturn w IC t IS e te '" ,
has taken makes it my duty, and indeed my imperative 181.. What in fact is '. the ultimate objective of this
dutY, to make a statement on, ,behalf of the Republic debat~?, Is it freedom fo~ the Moslem, peoples of
of' France. Algena? In' that case, I ~k: ~~e they not' already.free?
174. ~veryon~ h~re knows o\,r legal position; it was ' Do they not already enJoy un!versal suffrage~nd are
stated ID detail ID the General Committee [103rd they !I0t already represented ID 10C8:1 assembbes, .the
meeting] by Mr. Alphand and has been presented to Algerian Assembly, and all th~ national assemblies?
the Assembly very ,competently by several speakers, ~~e ,Moslems, hav.e t~e :wne rights" as othe.r. French
including the representatives of the United Kingdom citizens. They are ID fact ID a 'much better position thaIJ
and Belgium. ' , . the peoples of many of the States ?pposing us today.
175. We are being attacked on the grounds of prin- A moment ago Mr: Spaak tol~ this .Assem~ly, ably,
ciple; I shall reply on the same, grounds. My statement cou:ragc:ously, and, With dee}? feehng, how c~rtaID States
will be brief but 'once again very direct. ,whlchlgtlored .the very exlst~ce.of the nght to v~te

. " .", ' and the elementary rules of Justice had the temerity
176. Smce 1830, that IS for more than one, hundred to attack France
and twenty years, Algeria has been an integral part of , " "
French territory and I would point out to the Indian 182., France will not tolerate insults or slanders against
representative that, as there has never been. an Algerian its civilizing work ata time when countriessti11 exist
state, Algeria's position·is not comparable to that of in which minorities ate subjected to cruellY dis-
India. Every international treaty that we have signed,criminatory treatment, where abject poverty is fati1i$-
including the Un~ted Nations Chart~r, applies to Algeria ticany accepted, where t~e illit~racy rate ,is as high as
qua French terntory and uo one has ever thought of SO per ,cent and, the Infantile ,mortality, rate un-
disputing that fact. fortunately in ,the region',of 800 per 1,000, according to
177 How and with' hat . ht· '. h the statistics, and where there is not one doctor for every. , w rig, can anyone come ere 300 000 'nhab'tan't h, 'tal ~ 'I3,' , "11i
today and que-$tion something that has :been a fact of . '.' I . I, ,s or one OSJ>I, lor every " 1nl. OD

.~ational and international life for more than .a century? N:ti~~:f~; g~a~~~nd=i:~:n:~1:~:oeJ~:UUn~~
,Much has been made of the fact that there are peoples .. h" d k " .. '" w
in Algeria who differ in race' la 'gua d r r . It .IS.t elr uty to m~ ~ at h~me. 'T.her.em bes the true
f hI' '. .' n ge an e IgJon miSSion of the UUlted Nations ;It IS through con-
ro~ t e pop!,! abon. of 'contmental France ,and the con- structive work that it should ,expand its acti 'f

elusIOn has Immediately been drawn that to be free '. ". VI les.
these peoples must be separate. It is claimed that in~e- 183. With the l Indian representative's permission, I '
pendence 'can be achieved only by dissociation. This is should like to reler to certain figures which are absolutely'
a strange argument. It is scarcely credible that anyone false. The Indian representative spoke of 40,000 deaths
Should dare 'to invoke it in the United Nations, one of in Algeria. I think that he is somewhat confused. and
whose'princip,al purposes is to eliminate all distinction that he was thinking of the innumerable casualties on
'or discrimination ,based on race, language and religion. the borders of East Pakistan. Furthermore, to his con·

. A,re we to understand ~h~t it is i~poss~ble for n.ten ~f tention that the forces now in Algeria have been with-
di,'ff~rent, r:t~es and, religJons tobve ,s,Ide ,by l1~e '~ drawn from NATO· forces and . that AlIena bat
~ aaettlZen, Qf the same State?C9\llc1 anyone III therefore become the scene of international military
~ .
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intervention, I should like to reply' that' Algeria.. is part of th~ grea;t leaders o~ freedom. I fully ~cknowledgehi8
of the territory covered by NATO. 'capacltyand leadershIp. I was not fortunate enough to
184. lIs not this insisten'ce on freeing those whQ are al- be ~~re when he presid~d ov~r the Gen~ral A.ssemblf~
ready free and disuniting what is now united signifi- but 1 ~m .sure that he IS one of the great ,men qf this
cant in itself? Weigh well the consequences. To what Or&,anlzatlOn. We regret .that he· has not been 'Ylth us
extremes of audacity. will the forces of violence and d~rmg the last seven or eIght years, as he has saId. We
destruction rise.tomorro~ if today' they r~etve th,~ sup-- wI~h he had b~en here. .
port of the Umted Nations, and what wdl be' the out- 190. But I WIsh to assure Mr. Spaak that thIs Orga.
come? In my country's opinion; the decision that will ni'zation to which he belongs, and of which he .is .on~
be taken by the Assembly will be far more serious tor of the founders, is not a static organiz!!,tion. It is !L dyna.;.
the United Nations than for France.. The future, of our mic organization, one that grows. It IS a dynamIC orga.
Organization will be at stake. What would happen if' itnization that, ,responds to the needs, of, mankin.d. I.t res,·
was established that the United Natipns was entitled to ponds to the urge for freedom andself-determll'~atlon 'of
intervene whenever there was a racial, linguistic, or peoples. ,This Organizationc~nnot a~cept the vIew that
religious minority 'within the boundaries of any.State? the 'world should remain' as It was .m the ~ays of San
If the Assembly decided to discuss the French problem Francisco.
of Algeria, there would be nothing in the future to stop 191. The world ',is .·changing and will continue to
each of us from exercising the right that he would have change. ,But who is going to bring about this change,
to intervene in the domestic affairs of any of us, for the and how? Is it going to be by bloodshed and'strife out..
United Nations would itself have recognized that right. side the United Nations, or is the ,world going to change
The territorial unity ofany State and aIr frontier treaties, by peaceful and friendly methods, through this Organi.
old or new, could, at any time~ be placed in question. zation? This is the question which I would pose to the
That would be the end of security for ,many and of inde- distinguished leader of the Belgian delegatipn.
pendence for the weakest. " '.. .,", 192. 'Mr. Spaak made a few remarkswith which I wish
185. ~f that happened, !he Um!ed Nations, wh!ch was to take issue. First of all, he said that those who sub.
set ut? m 1945 to ensure mternatlonal understandmg a~d mitted the item for inclusion i~ the agenda were fol.
security! wou1d have, £Qrsworn !he very re~son, f~r Its lowing, the methods of chaos and going contrary to inter.
own eXIstence. It would, be playmg a role dlametrlcallYnationalJaw. Lwish to assure him that it is ~because we
opposed to .that fOf' which. i~ ~as' e~ta.blish~d~ -rrwould wish to avoid chaos that we 'came to this Organization.
become t~e ~nstrumen.t of dlvls~on, vlo1ence ~nddlsorder, It is:beca:use we~ are against .chaos and because we want
whereas It,lS and. sh?uld remam that of umty, t?le!ance oider in this world ,that We a.ppealed, and do appeal, to
and peace. At thIS time, wh~n more, than ever It IS the this Organization~ .
duty of the peoples and natIOns to draw together, such ,'... . "w'" •
a policy would have exactly the opposite results, that is 193.. ~r.Sp~ak.also saId that we were, Imprudent In
to say it would lead to the disunity and fragmentation subttl1ttmg thIS Item., I cannot see ~hat other me!hod
of States ' could prudently be used for stoppmg bloodshed m a

· ...,. ,.' certain part o~ the world besides the method of bringing
186. How th~n could the U':l1ted Nations sU!Vlvelf It that issue to this Organization for airing in a friendly
app~ared, th~t. ~t· cou!d, place Its "?oral aU,thorlty at. the atmosphere: and in the spirit of, the Charter. , I submit
servIce of dlV~slOn, VIOlence and disorder? There would that it is, q~ite prudent to bring this issue before this
be many who. wo~ld lose confidence and who~oul,d be Organization and that it is'quite imprudent to ~eave the
t~mpted to dls.soclate thems~lves from .t~e Un~ted Na- issue 6utside and to allow lives to be destroyed and inter-
tlOns and, I wdl be fr~nk with y~u, France mIght well national harmony to be disturbed.
be of that compan~., ., 194. The third' point ,on which I wish to take issue
187.. In North AfrIca, as el~ew~ere, ~rance ha~ shown with ¥r. Spaak is his reference to the backwardness of
!hat It,has a cl~~r unders!andlpg of s~clale~olu;lOn, .that some of the countries that,have made this, appeal to. the
It can find ratIonal. solutIOns .m ~eepmg wIth. ,he t~mes United Nations. It is true .that some of us do not have
and apply them with d~termmat.lOn., Frapcels .entltled good electoral ~a"",s, Some of us do have a high perc~n·
to expect f~om the Umt~d NatlO~s' an Impartial ~ote tage of illiteracy" ;as the leader of the French delegatIOn
bas~d on lUCId unders~andmg. It beb~v~s tha.t ~he Umted stated. We recognize' ,ou't backwardness. But. t~e fa~t
NatlO.ns, whose task IS to promote l!1ternatlonal under-. is that we are free to develop ourselv~s, and It IS th!s
standmg and whos~ moral authority .should support blessing of freedom that is most fundamental and basIc.
those who s~ek to ~rmg ~bout~eforms r~~her than, th?se , for all peoples who wish to develop themselves as human.
~ho try to Je?pardl~e them, wd} not play t~e r~le whIch beings worthy of that name. "vVe are not ashamed of
some a~e U~gl,~g on It. ~he ~eneral,Co~mlttees recom- having' high infatltinortali.t}r, of having a high perc~n~
mendatlOn IS Sl1U.ple. It I~ wIse ~,ecause It safeguards t~e .tage of illiteracy, because we are fighting andwor!uDg
future of the UnIted Natl?ns.France.warmly hopes, that hard to overcome these shortcomings. If. our ele~oral
the General Assembly Will endf)rse It. , laws today are not adequate - if they do not eXIst~~
188. The PR.ESIDENT (translated from Spanish): they are potentially there, and potentially we a~e ~Il abld·
The representa!ive of Iraq raised' a point of order ,and ing by the spirit ~f t~e.C~a~ter and ~y the prmclples of
asked for the rIght of reply under rule, 75 of the rules democracy., Therefore, It IS l11approprlate to attack those
of procedure. As the representative of France was the nations which submitted ,the' item on the ground that
last speaker on the list, I therefore call upon the repre;. they need- development and progress.
sentative of Iraq to speak. . 195., The fourth point, with 'which I wish to 'take issue
189. Mr~ AL-]AMALI (Iraq): Ever since the days of with Mr. Spaak is th~t those C?f us who. submitt~d t:Jhe
San Francisco; ten years' ago, I ha,ve had gre,at re,spec".,t proposal for the,"Alge,na~,quest~on, to be mcluded m,t"h,e.
and regard f()r the. leader of. 'the Belgian aelega~i()p,agenda haveatt~c~ed F:ranceand ~ave con~ucted a pro-
Mr. Spaak. He is one of the great men of Europe,one paganda campaIgn agamst France.
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i96. '1 wish to state heretbat my country, like the . a friendly a~ospheres~ithat we n1ayexp~in the situa-
others, is friendly to France. We would be the last pea- tion to each other; so*at we may attempt to convince
pIe to ignore the great contributions of France to civi- each ot.her, so that .we may co-operate.with each other,
Jization. We know that French history has many bright or shall we close the dOor on the 'question and, say, no,
pages. We all owe to France much of~he great princi- we are different, let usrem~in different?
pIes of freedom, brotherhood and equalIty. 204. What.is the duty· of this Organization? What
197. In bringing this question before the United Na- should we, as faithful Members of the United Nations,
tions, we do not intend to attack' France nor do we do? When we see such wide divergencies in points of
intend to becritical,of France. We are friends of France view between our friends and brethren here, between
and, 'because we are friends of France, We should like the' Members of the United Nations, should we not
questions of international significance to be considered bring those issues to a, friendly atmosphere in order to
in a friendly atmosphere in the United Nations.. discuss them in a spirit of "give and take"? This is ,the
198.' I should like Mr. Spaak to know that today peo- spirit of the Charter.
pIe areit;tterr~lated. What happens .in Algeria has i~s 205.. I sh~~ld like to a~sureMr.. Spaak that th?seof us
repercussIons III my own country and what happens In who bro~gnt the AlgerIan questIon to the Umted Na-
Algeria·has its repercussions in other parts of the world, tions were motivated by the spirit of the Charter. We
both East and .West. "Vhen the people of my country were motiv~ted by the international atmosphere of har..
read in the newspapers every day that so many- Alge- mony, friendship and co-operation. We would like to
rians have been shot 'and that so many villages have put an end to the bloodshed. We would like to have
been destroyed, what would one expect the repercus~ peace reign everywhere.
sions to be concerning the relations of my people with 206. We have no quarrel with the association of Alge-
the people of France? Does not such a situation endan- ria with France, but we should like that association to
ger the friendship a~d harmony which exists between be based on freedom, on equality and on the free will

, my country and France? of the peoples themselves. We cannot stand by indiffer-
199. Mv country is closely connect~d with France in ently and watch innocettt Algerians being shot and killed
several economic matters'- First, they are shareholders every day. "Ve cannot let the situation continue and say
in oil. Secondly, they have large contracts and many that this is no concerrl of the United Nations.
devel()pment projects which they have undertaken. We 207. I sincerely hope that Mr. Spaak will use his great
are very glad to co-operate with" France. But when my influence as a leader in his country, as a leader in West-
people read daily in the Press that their brethren in AI- ern Europe and as an important member of NATO, to
geria,. who are both Arab and Moslem, are being dealt see to it that thedo()r is not shut 'on this discussion.
with by airplanes, by helicopters. and by the forces of On the contrary, I hope that he will use his influence
NATO, is that international harmony? Is that the way to have the discussion take place and that he will bring
to achieve international harmony? t& it his constructive .suggestions for a friendly and
200. I should like to remind Mr. Spaak of a few facts peaceful settlement.
concerning the San Francisco Conference. First, I wish 208.. The .PRESIDENT (translated from Spanisll) :'
to remind him that more than one month was spent at I call upon the reprc:~sentative of Belgium who wishes
San Francisco in the Third Committee on the defence to exercise his right 'of reply under rule 75.
of the ~igh~s of dependent peoples toJreedom and self- 209. Mr. SPAAK, (Belgium) (translated from
det~nnInatlOn. "!Jy country, ~long WIth .othe~s" w?rked French) : It is out of deference to the representative of
hard to see to It that thesertghts ~ere lUscnbed 10 the Iraq that I come to the rostrum once again.
Charter. I hope that Mr. Spaa~ wdl open. the Charter 210. I must say that when I spoke to you a little while"
at Chapter ~I andr~d along WIth me ArtIcle 73, para- ago I did not flatter myself that I would be able to
graph b whIch reads. . change the trends which have become apparent in· this

'Ito de~e!op sel~-goyemment, to take due acco~nt Assembly. Nevertheless it is something at least for a
of the. polttlcal aspI.r~bons of the peoples, a!1d to assl~t speaker to have been paid a tribute --- which I much
t~em .m ~he J?rogresslve ~evelopment of.thelr fr~e polt- appreciated - by one of his most distinguished oppo-
tlcal 1OstttutIons, ~ccordIng !O the partIcular c!rcums- nents and to have received a reply. The fact .that the
!ances of each terrItory an~,tts peoples and their vary.. representative of Iraq felt it necessary to reply tome
mg stages of advancement. proves ,perhaps that my statement was not entirely lack..

ZOl. This is an obligation which is contained in the ing in force.
Charter. T~e depend~nt .peoples are l?rotected by. the 211. I do not wish to go over the various arguments
Charter. It IS our oblIgatIon to see to ~t th.at whenever at this juncture; it is too late and I believe. that our
they are.mature a!1d ~all for self-d~termmatlOn andf~ee- minds are made up. I shall say no more about the legal
~om, thIS Orgaplza!IOn ~ust .assls! therJ.1. An!hesl~- question; nor shall I say which ArtiCles of the Charter"
hon ?r obst"!ctlOn, In connex!on WIth !h!s assIstance IS are or are not applicable. But in my earlier statement I
certaInly not In accordance With the spIrIt of the Char- omitted one rather important argument, an omission

, tel'. '. which was noted by the Iraqi representative with his
202. Moreover, the Charter imposes onus, in Article usual perspicacity.
1, paragraph ~, "~o be a ce~tre for harmonizing the 212.· Obviously, I do not believe that we live in a
actIons of .natlOns m tb~ attamment of these common static world. Obviously, I do not maintain that the world
ends". should remain as it was at the time of the San Fran..
203. Do we not want the harmonizing of our views? cisco Conference. I said a moment ago that it was a
We have here two differing points of view. This entire question of political wisdom and the represefitative of
debate is proof of the fact that we have diverse points India, with whom I disagree on the legal aspects of the
of view. Now which is the better procedure? Shall we matter, agrees with me that the question whether or not
see to it that this diyergenceof opinion is aired here in this case should 'be included on the agenda is a question;,

~..
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of political wisdom. In m1 opinion it would be .unwise t~e heat of ~r,ument. _.~ do not think"a~d this is my
to include it. I do not thmk that we should gam any- smcere con.vlctlon,thatlt would be the sllghtest use to
thing. I think, as 1 have already said, that we should prolong the discussion .of this question,n~r would this
have confidencein France. I gave my reasons for ~t h~lp to solve the .Algerlan problem. T~a~ I~ why ~ most
belief a momeitt ago. We should have confidence m smcerely and w~th the ~eepest convlctlon adjure ~ou
France because of its past record. _ pot to le.t the United ~atlons ~~bark~m a course which
213. No the world -a; world in which ·France plays lR my vIew can only mvolve It m seriOus dangers.
its part"': is not a static world. Look at Indo-ChiJF1, 219. The PRESIDENT. (translated from Spanish):
where France tried to settle, and has, I hope settled satls- The General Assembly w111 now vote. The represen~

factorily, one of the most serious questions of our day. tatives of France and of Iraq have requested a vote.by
Look at Tunisia. Can anyone, today, still bring up the roll-~ll. I .now put to the vote t~e r~commendatlon
case of Tunisia in the Assembly? France has made a -contamed ID the Gener~l CommIttee sfirst report
great e~ort ~n what I believe, if I.may sa"? so, to be the [A/2?80, pa,ra. 5] proposmg to th~ General Assec~bly
right dlrectJOn and I have the ImpressJOn. that great that Item 3 of the supplementary lIst IA/2942] The
progress has been made. We read every day of the question of Algeria" should not be. included in the
efforts France is making to settle the Moroccan q~es- agenda.
tion in the most difficult circumstances. There too, un- A 'l/ote .was taken. by rqll call.
portant progress seems to have bee? made. Liberia, havitJg been drawn by lot -by the President,
214. As for the Algerian question Itself, what I wanted was called upon to vote first.
to add is this: I have heard it said .during this debate In favour: Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
that France seeks to solve th~ ~lgertan proble!D by the Nicaragua~ Norway, P.anama, Peru, Sweden, ~urkey,
traditional met~,?ds of colomabsm. I do 110t mte~d to Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great
express any opmlon on the soundo.ess'- or otherwlse·- Britail1 and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
of the French proposals for Algerl~. I ,-"ould venture.to Venezuela, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile;
say,.~owever, th~t .they ha1"(l nothl!1g. m common ,!Ith Colombia, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic,
traditional colon~absm. The. co!omah~m of t!te nme- Ecuador, France, Haiti, Honduras, Israel.
teenth cent~ry did .o.0t C0J.1SISt ID trymg to give com- AgaitJst: Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines,
plete .equabty of CItizenship to what were known ~sPolandSaudi Arabia. SyrjaLl'ha.ila.ncl,Ukrainian
colomalpeoJ?les. F~n~e tells us today· t~at what It Soviet"' Sodalist .-. Republic> Union ol Soviet Socialist
~a:nts to. do m Algeria IS to make all AlgerIans Fre!1ch Republics, Uruguay, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan,
cltJ~ens ~n the full sen~e of ~he word. <;~n that pos~I~ly Argentina, Bolivia, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet So-
be ~escrlbe~as a mamfestabon of traditional col?mabst cialist Republic,' Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Egypt,
~bcy? If It can, then the same words mean different Greece Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
thmgs when you use them and when I use them. Leban~n. .

215. You do n?t kn~w, moreover, wh~t th~ results of Abstainitlg: Paraguay, China, El Salyador, Ethiopia,
the French pobcy wdl ,be. Perhaps It wdl succeed. Iceland
P~rhaps the day will come wheJ?- a majorit! ofAI~e~ans 'The ~ecommendationwas re;ected by 28 'lIotel 1021,
w~ll say: Yes, w.e agree; .~~ Wish to be French citizens with 5 abstentions.
With the same rights as cItizens of France. • 220. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
216. I do not know if that is the best way or the right I call upon the representative of France to speak on a
course, but I do know that it is not a static way, that it point of order,
is no~ reactionary or. cruel. I sincerely believe ~erefor~ 221. Mr. PINAY (France) (translatedfrom French):
that It would be wise to allow. J?-latters, which have I have twice warned, the General Assembly.of the con.
already begun to move, to take their course. sequences of a violation of Article 2, paragraph 7 of
217. After a debate such as that which has just taken the Charter. Yielding to demagogic and emotional
place I cannot see what remains to be said on the attacks the General Assembly has seen fit, to disregard
substance of the question. I agree that the President the recommendation of its General- Committee.
was right to allow this debate to proceed. But I. wonder 222. I must state that in a matter which is essentially
what new facts or arguments can be advanced m ~om- within its domestic jurisdiction my Government refuses
mittee and b~for~ the .General A~sembly ,!h~n ~he Item to accept any intervention of the United Nations which
~omes up for diSCUSSion, assummg t~at It IS IJ.1cl~ded would be in defiance of the provisions of the Char~er.
m the agenda. Everyone has had hiS say. Pnnclples It will consider as null and void any recommendation
apart, if any useful purpose could have been served by which the General Assembly might make on the mattet.
this discussion, that useful purpose has today already My Government is going to consider the question and
beel1 served. The French. Government knows that. both _ I say this in all seriousness and with deep regret _
those who have attacked It and those who defend It. are I do not know what consequences the vote which has
anxious and uneasy because they know tha~ a serlo~s just been taken will have on the relations between
q~estion is involved. Each of ~s hopes With all hl~ France and the United Nations.
heart - I !enture to ~xpress thiS hope and the Iraqi 223. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): ,
representative has ~one so.bef,?re me - that ~rance If there is no objection, I shall take it dlat the Assem- "
wI!1 s.olve th"e Algerian quest~on m .accordance WI~~ the bly, in view of the result of the vote, has decided to
prInCiples yJ huma!1 generosity which are a traditional include in the agenda of its tenth session item 3 of the
part of French policy. supplementary list [A/2942] "The question of Algeria".
218. What more can we want? Why, .1. repeat - ~and 11 was so decided.
these are my last words - must we contlDue to embitter.. •
the debate? However .moderate one decides to be, there 224. The PRESIDENT .<Iransla.ted f~om Spa"tS1J~
are always disagreeable remarks that one lets slip in ~f the Assembly agrees, thiS question will be alloc:at .
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I~o ,the. 'Fir~t' Conlmittee. I wish to point out that the and decided at that time. They also showconcl\Usively
General Committee's recommendation offered no sug.. that the. effect of Article 2, paragraph 7, canin"no way
gestion on this point. be weakened by any other Article in the Charter since
, It was so decided. the Article in itself has an overriding quality.

225. The. PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): 230. It is often contended that, if for no other re/ason,
We should now pass to paragraph 6 of the General the Assembly derives its competence to discuss the, item
Committee's report. But ~ince, at its l03rd meeting, the fro~ the fact that it has done so on previous occa\sions.
General Committee deferred this question, and since ThIS ~rgument we have always rejected in the past, and
its relevant recommendation, is, not in its first report ~e still d?so. It ~s a~ argnm~nt w~lk;h holds that an
[A/2980] bqt in its second report [A/2985], we should Illegal and unco~stltutl(~na~~a:ctlOn, once ~ken, become.,
complete our, examination of the first of these reports a pr~edent which val!da1;es future action, no matter~
before proceeding to the question of the inclusion in how I1le~1 or unconstItutional it may originally have
the agenda of item 5 of the supplementary list [A/2942] been. , 11

IfThe question of West Irian (West New Guinea)". 231. Some delegatio;f1$' while expressing the 'gravest
It was so decided. misgivings about the ihternational character of this item

226. the PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): in the light of Az:ticl~ 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter,
We will now take up paragraph 7 of the General Com- ~v«: neve!1hel~ss In ,the past been persuaded to support
rnittee'sreport [Aj2980] which refers toitem 70f the ItS l.ncluslOn ID the agenda on the grounds that a
supplementary list [A/2942]: "Establishment and prevIous ~s~mbb: ha~ called for a report or had recom-
m.aintenance of a United Nations Memorial Cemetery mended ltSI!1cluslOn ID ~ future agenda. To be, ~r..
in Korea". The repr~sentatives· of. the Soviet Union suaded'by ~hls argument IS not only to ~oll?W the bne
and of Poland asked in the General Committee that their of least resIstance but also to debase a prmclple for the
abstention, be 'recorded with regard to the inclusion of sak~ of procedure. Each Assembly must be the !Daster
this item in the agenda. We should therefore vote on ?f ItS own procedure. Each Ass~mbly must ~ecI~e for
the ,recommendation contained in paragraph 7 of the atself what acts, would best constitute a contrIbutIon, to
General Committee's report. the purposes of the Charter.

The recommendation ,wasadopt,d b,44 fJoles to ~32. .What,'afterall, do~e seek by the inscription of
none 'with 6 ab.stentions" ',Item~ ID the agenda and theIr subsequentdebate? Surely
227 .. Th PRE'S'''D''~ " • ,.' . our primary task, which must always be within the
" e . I ENT (translat.ed from S/Jan,sJ,): framework of the provisions of the Chart r' t~
Paragraph 8 of the General CommIttee's report refers I' bl' .." e, IS ~
to items,20 and 23 of the provisional agenda [A/2915] so ut!ons tp pro em~, surely It IS t~ dev~lop fn«:ndly
If h' b··"" ,. relations among natIons and to achIeve InternatIonal

,t ere IS no 0 JectlOn I sug&:e~t that the. Gen~ral co-operation. It is one of the basic princi les of the
As~embly sh~uld first take a decISIon on .the lO~I';lslC?n Charter that the Organization shall be aPcentre for
of Item. 20" Treatmen~ of, people of Indl~n opgm 10 harmony between nations. If, therefore, this Assembly
the Umon of S~uth AfrIca , and ~hen conSIder Item 23. at this stage wishes to' decide that the continued inclu..
Does anyone ":Ish to speak ~n thIs matter ? I. call upon sion of this item in the agenda, no matter what the
the rep~esentatlve of the Umon of South AfrIca. precedents may be, would no longer serve the best
228. ,Mr. du PLESSIS (Union of South Africa): interests of international harmony, it must be entirely
When the agenda was considered by the General Com- within its discretion to do so.
mit~ee I asked to be heard [102nd meeting] in or~er to 233. Anyone here who is familiar with the long history
register th~ prote~t of the .Governtnent ~f t!te Umon.;of of this item in the United Nations - there must be
South Afrlc~ agamst the mcluslOn of thIS Item. I wI§h many who are not only very familiar with it 'but also
to repeat thIS protest today. heartily tired of it - must a long time ago have come
229. The General Assembly will be aware that this to the conclusion that none of the objectives of the
is an attitude that we have taken up consistently in the Cha~er has bee~ !acilitated.by the annual raising of a
past, and our arguments are too well known to require que.stlon the vabdlty of whIch the Government of ,the
further detailed' exposition on this occasion. The Gov- DOlon of South Africa can under nQ circumstances
emment of the Union of South Africa has in no way allow. Year after year, inscription against our protests
departed from its conviction that the question of people has been followed by acrimonious debate and, on the
of Indian ori~in in the Un~on o~ South Africa is solely part ~f so~e, by false ,.a~cu~tions against. my country
concerned with the relationshIp between the Union and dIstortIons of condItIOns ID South AfrIca. I cannot
Government and citizens of the Union, and that there- stress enough that the tone of these discussions on the
fore it deals- with matters which clearly fall essentially part of some. Member States has facilitated neither the
within the domestic jurisdiction of the Unien Govern- achievement of the objectives of the Charter nor the
ment: For this reason my ~overnment is unalterably professed. desires o~ the,priginators C?f the item. Ind~,
convmced that the OrgaOlzatl?n and the Assembly are the tone of the acr~m.oOlou~ d~bate In recent yea!s haS
precluded by the terms.of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the only. added tOexlStIDg frldlonaJ.1d has contnbuted
Charter from consldermg any aspect of the ease. The nothlDg to the chances of understandIDg and the develop-
terms of this Article are explicit. Its background, as ment of goodwill.

'y;e have d.emonstrated in the past, fully supports our 234. In conclusion, I wish 'to say that I am aware that
anterpretatlon. Attempts have been made to place a under the terms of a resolution [816 (IX)] adopted by
different interpretation on certain words in the Artic:le, the General Assembly at its 491th plenary meetang, the
but these efforts deny the existence of explanatory Secretary-General appointed Mr. de Faro of Brazil to
records of the United Nations Conference on Inter- facilitate contact between the three Statesconcernecl
national Organization, held at San Francisco in 1945. and that there must be a report by Ambassador de Faro:
Those records are SO clear that they do not permit of It is in this connexion that I wish to make it qUite
double meanings bebtg attached to what was intended c1eM that while,/the Government of the Union of SOuth
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Africa .takes it~' sta~d~ ~ it.ha$4always,done in the past": . that"~othingco~tained ~n the, p!esent '~tte; .'s'hall :
and wIll.contmue tq do In tnefuture,on the clear a~thor12:e the Umted Nations, to mtervene Intnattel1 '.,
provisions of Artic:1e 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter, it~i which are essentially within the domestic: jurisdictio'n of
inability to avail itself of the 'services of Ambassado~.! any state." The expression "essentially within, the
de Faro was a necessary consequence of this legal domestic jurisdictio~ of any state" proprio' 'Vigore
position. For the Ambassador, himself, distingui~hed etnphasized the co-:existenceof a ,jurisdiction assignotl
personage that he is, we have nothing Qutth~.·~ighest under t~e Charter to' the United Nations.. Otherwise it
regard, and we are sure. that the.,repI:esent~ttve of would not have been necessary to emphaSize the prohi-
Brazil in this Assembly will understand, t4at we could bition in .regard to- matters "essentially within the
not allow any other consideration, JO affect the stand domestic jurisdiction of any state". It must necessarily
which we have always taken in the defence of the mean that a special jurisdiction has been created for the .'
principle of domestic jurisdiction which is enshrined in United Nations by the States ~ubscribing to the Charter.
Art.icle 2, parag~aph ~, of. the Sh~rter.. Should i~be 241. I "suppose everyone. wili, agree' that no interl1a-
deCided .once ,a~am ~o mscrlbe thiS Item ~I}}~e agenda, tional obligation can live apart from the domestic
the .' demal of. ItS rights ,un?er th~ provl:;lVns of the sphere. International obligations are imperceptibly inter-
Charter by thiS Assembly Will contmue. to be ~ matter woven in the .domestic texture of any State, for it is
of,:grave concern to my Governm~nt, as mdeed It.shou~d only through municipal actiqn and legislation. that inter-
b~a matter of ~oncem t~ all Member ?tate~concerned national obligations are enforced and adhered to.
wath the protectIon of ~helr own sovereIgn folghts... Similarly, it is only. through municipal action and law
235~ I reserve my rIght to revert to thIS matter If that internationC!-1 obligations are broken. The two sets
necessary. . _ . of obligations do not live apart j they do not fall easily
236. Mr. SEN (India): The objection to the inclu- within rigid, water-tight compartments. This will be
sionof item 20 just raised by the representative of the clear if we refer to similar problems which arise even
Union of South Africa is not new. He has as usual, in 1!J3\tters within a particular State, where govern-
based his objection on an interpretation of Article 2, mep:tal powers and functions are assigned to different
paragraph 7, of the Charter. The language of that b6ljies, as in the American Constitution or in the Consti-
Article is too well known to need repetition. But it will tution of Canada, Australia or India. Where govem-
be my endeavour' to answer the objection o~ the legal mental functions and legislation are assigned to different
plane because I agree with the representative cf the 'bodies under separate heads, it has~lways been. recog~
Union of South Africa that this matte:r,' at this stage nized that the subjects so assigned cannot possibly be
at least, should not be debated,on a poIiticalplane. kept in water-tight compartments.because when you act
237. Durint~hisaddress in the course of. the general in relation to one, you ar~ bound to entrench indirectly
debate [528fh meet'ing] the representative of the Union upon other fields not' aSSIgned to you.
of South .Africa expressed regret that this subject had 242. Drawing the analogy from the constitutional
been discussed on political grounds and that the Charter sphere and applying it to the international sphere, 1
had not been' construed as a legal document. So fal" as suppose it is clear.that no international action is possible
my delegation and my Government are concerned,' no ~in relation to the functions of the United Nations without
attempt has ever been, or ever will be, made to use. this having indirect effects on the national.sphere. Take any
deba-te or to introduce any subject for political con- problem - the problem of labour, the problem of
siderations. To that aspect of the case I shall revert factories, the problem of franchise for women or various
later. But on the construction of the provisions of the other problems which have been debated, discussed 'and
Charter, a$ I have already stated, I ~agree with the which have even formed the subject matter of various
representative of South Africa that the Chart~r. ~hou!d resolutions of this :General Assem~ly. None of. these
be construed asa legal document. The prohibItIon m matters can be discussed or ,. deCIded upon WIthout
Article 2,'paragraph 7, is a sort of negative obligatIOn bringing about some sort of indirect, effect ,on the
included among many other positive obligations con- national policies or, affairs. of Member States.
tai~ed in ~he Cha~"r, a~d the re~resentative of the 243. That is made clear wh;n we refer to the words
Umonof South An'lca wl!l ag~ee WIth me when I say "essentiaHy within the domestic jurisdiction of any
that such a coyenant contamed I~ a document has t? be state". That means that matters which are decided or
construed haVin.:g re~ard to certam very ~ell recogmz~d discussed here are necessarily connected with domestic
can~ns. of. ~onsu'uctlon: Instead of referrm~ to that m affairs of the Members and will necessarily have effect
de~J1. It wdl be suffiCIent to refer to certam' of these 'l>on. the domestic affairs but they do not necessarily
prmclples. . become matters which are essentially domestic. Bearing
238. The flrstis that the provisions of a document 'that in mind, we shall now have to see what are matters
such as the Charter must be construed as a whole, so which are not essentially domestic. in their nature but
that no single covenantshould be construed in such a which belong to the sphere of'the United Nations, which
m'anner,;'as vvould lead to conflict with othe~provisions lie within the domain.of this Assembly. These•are the
or make other provisions in the Charter nugatory. matters which form the subject matter of various provi-
239. Se~ndly, it should receive that construction ~i,n... l", ,of the Charter, imposing various obligations on
which' promotes the purpo~es and objectives .of the .:,. Jer States. Some of. them have bee~ .referred;~~,
Clmrterrather than one which destroys such purposes th~y have been. repeated more than once In, conne..~~-·Ii
and obJectives.' . wlth.other subJects.. .'
240. Thirdly, the words empl?yed o,ught to be used 244. these obligations may be regarded as obligations
in their ordinary sense and no smgle. word ought. to ~ subsc:nbed to and underta~en .by the Me~ber, S~tes,
regarded as a su~plusage. An~ havlD~ regard t~ thIS a~d m reg~rd to those.obbgatlOns the .U~ltedNatlons
principle, and commg to the strIct, wordlllgof Artlde 2, WIll be entitled to act m the manner mdlcated by the
paragraph 7, these words are' of great import; It says Charter.
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"c. universal respect for, and observance of, human

rights and fundamental freedoms for all without, dis­
~ tin~tion as to race, sex, language, or religion."

It is the obligation of the United Nations to promote
all that. '

, 250.Articl~,56 goes on to say:

"All Members pledge themselves to take jointattd
separate action in co-operation with the Organization
for the achievel11ent Qf the ourposes set forth in
Article SS."

~,.".

nb. promoting' international co-operatjon in the
economic, social, cultural, educational, and health
fields, and assisting' in 1tqe realization of human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction
as to race, sex, language, or religion."

It 'Says it "shallinitiatestudies and make recommenda­
tionsH in regard to these matters.
246. Then Article 14 says:

"Subject to the provisions of Article 12, the
General Assembly may recommend measures for the
peaceful adjustment of any situation, regardless of
origin, which it deems likely to impair the general
welfare or friendly relations among nations, including
situations resulting from a violation of the provisions
of. the present Charter ..."

24,': If it is agreed that a situation has arisen which
impairs the friendly relations between these two coun­
tries, and that it results from a violation of certain
fundamental freedoms which form the very essence of
the Charter, I cannot imagine how these categorical
functions assigned to the'Assembly by ,the categorical
and unequivocal language used in Articles 13 and 14 can
~tillleave any doubt in the mind of anyone about the
competence of this Assembly to debate, or i.nitiate dis­
cussions, Or recommend measures for the peaceful
adjustment of the situation in question.
248. In my submission, the language used in Articles
13 and 14. is absolutely unequivocal. It prescribes the
way the Assembly is to function and the field in which
it has, to function and the 'COnditions precedent which
bring about the jurisdiction of the Assembly to function
in .a particular context. If, therefore, these conditions
precedent are' present and the fields are well understood,
and the method of functioning is clearly followed, I
cannot see how a question of jurisdiction can be raised
On the ground that there is a negative covenant in
Article 2' oblig~ngMember States not to inter/ene in
matters essentially within the domestic jurisdilction of
a state.
249. There is another Artic1e of very great' importance,
and after this I shall not read any more, because there
are many more of similar import to Articles 55 and 56
which are equally categorical in their language. Article
55 reads~ .

"With a view to the creation of conditions of stabi­
lity and well.;.being which are necessary for peaceful
and friendly' relations among nations based on respect
for the principle of equal rights and self-determination
of peoples, the U~ited Nations shall promote:

530tbmeetlal- 30 September 1111 199-245. Let us refer first of aUto Article 13, paragraph 1, It is a pledge taken by Mfmber States to take joint and
which reads thus: separate action in co-ope,ration with the Organization

"The General Assembly shall initiate studies and for the achievement of the obligations and purposes of
make recommendations for the purpose of: Article 55.

" 251. Reading those obligations in their context, and
in contrast with Article 2, paragraph 7, it becomes
necessary to see whether there is any conflict between
the two sets of obligations. The first set is a positive
obligation undertaken by the States under the various
provisions to which I referred a moment ago, and the
second is a negative obligation under Article 2, para­
graph 7. In my submission, there is no conflict. Initiating

. discussions and bringing about recommendations for the
purposes mentioned, in the A.rticles which I have read,
do not, in my view, and cannot, in th~ view of any
reasonable person, amount to intervention in jthe
domestic affairs of a State. And it is not my inter­
pretation alone. Although it is not a very fruitfuloccupa­
tion to quote authorities before this Assembly, I •should
like in this connexion to quote a very well known
authority on this subject, Dr. Lauterpacht. In his latest
edition ofOppenheim's International Law, he interprets
A~icle 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter thus' in section
140 a of that book"

"Although it is expressly laid down in the Charter
of the United Nations that it does not authorize
intervention with regard to matters which are ess~n­

tially within the domestic jurisdiction of States, the
provision in question does not exclude action, short
of dictatorial' interference, undertaken with the ",iew
to implementing the 'purposes of the Charter. Thus
with regard to the protection of humanright~ and
freedoms - a prominent feature of the Charter ",:-'::' the
prohibition of intervention does not pfeclucle",study,
discussion, investigation and recommendation on the
part of the various organs of the United Nations." I

This IS Dr. Lauterpacht's view. Further on., in section
168 f,paragraph (b), he puts the matter thus:

"The exclusion of the right of 'intervention' on the
part of the United Nation~must be interpreted by
reference to the accepted ,,' technical meaning of that
term. It excludes intervention conceived as dictatorial,
mandatory, interference intended toeJtercise direct
pressure upon the State concerned. I~ /does not 'rule

.out action by way of discussion, stqiiy, enquiry and
recommendation 'falling ,short of intervention." 2

252. Here is an authority, of international repute inter...
preting the scope of Article 2, paragraph 7 and laying
down what appears dear to .any impartial student of,
law interpreting the Charter. That is, that theprohi­
,bition against intervention which has a technical

, meaning in matters essentially ,f:)omestic cannot possibly
rule out discussion and recibrhmendationand other
functions prescribed in the Chdrter in relation to matters ,
touching on the fundamental freedoms, and human rights
which form, according, to, ,Dr. Lauterpacht, the very
essence of the Charter, or in mattersinregard,to •whi~
the United NatioQahas been given specific /'functions
and specific fields within which to work..:
253. Now,', that is with regard to the legal, ~~pectof .
the matter., I have taken pains ,to elaborate (Jon 'that
aspect in a little detail ,in 'view of the expression\pf.,grief
by the representative of the Uniol1o£ South Aftieaon

. the ground that the matter had been approached more

1 L Oppenheim. Inlern41iDIUJI Law, 8th edition, editecl bY
H. Lauterpacht; Londoll.Lonamans,Green and Co. Ltd.. 195$,
p. 320.' " , " ",'c,"

2 Ibid., pp. 415-416. . " ,
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on political considerations than on legal considerations.
I suppose that after .my statement is finished the repre­
sentative of South Africa will have no reason to continue
in his grie~ in regard to that particular aspect- of the
matter. But I am very sorry, while departing from this
aspect of the matter, to note that in his address in the
general debate he used expressions regarding the pro­
priety and the manner in which this matter has been
introduced and discussed in this Assembly. His language
cannot be characterized by me as very forensic. I shall
quote only some of the expressions which he used, which
I am afraid I cannot emulate in a forensic discussion.

Mr. du Plessis said:
"... Each year the attacks have followed th~ same

pattern, and the same arguments have been repeated
ad nauseam •.•

"..• For some delegations these annual attacks Qn
South ·Africa have become a sort of Roman holiday
to which thev look -forward with relish and in which
they engage" with zest. I leave aside the fact that
many of our detractors fall far short of the principles
of fundamental human rights and' freedoms to which
they so often pay lip-service, and are guilty of racial
and other forms of discrimination" [528th meeting,
paras. 132 and 133].

254. There were other similar phrases interspersed
in that statement -of the representative of the Union of
South Africa, which challenged the motive behind the
introduction of this item befQre the General Assembly.
It is not necessary to refute that challenge. I do not
think that the charge that the matter has been intro­
duced with a malicious intent would sustain a moment's
scrutiny, and' I do not think that it is necessary to
answer that objection on that particular point in any
detail. I do not believe that anyone has. taken very
seriously that part of the attack by the representative
of the Union of South Africa. But I must s,ay that, apart
from raising the question of the competence of the
United Nations to discuss this matter and make its own
recommendations, the representative of South Africa
tol~ the General Assembly in no equivpcal terms that,
so far as this matter is concerned, from the point of
view of South Africa it is closed. That is an attitude
which is in striking contrast with the attitude exhibited
by the representative of the United Kingdom when he
dealt with the 'question of Cyprus.

255. I remember with admiration the conCluding words
of the representative of the United Kingdom, who said
that although his delegation disputed the competency of
the United Nations and also' the wisdom of discussing
that item, he would assure the Greeks and the Turks
that the door for negotiations would remain open forever
and that the Greeks and the Turks would be welcome
always for a discussion of that subject. I can only say
that the attitude of the representative of South Africa
in saying that the matter was closed for all time was
certainly not one which is helpful in the peaceful solution
of the' conflict between our two States.

256. It is not necessary to go into the merits of the
situation. I can assure the representative of South Africa
that, contrary to his belief, we have not introduced this
matter before the General Assembly, nor do we desire
a discussion on the subject, for the purpose of bringing
any. malicious •accusation against his Government. Our
sole purpose has been, and always will be, to find a
reasonable and peaceful solution of the outstanding con­
flict which, unfortunately, exists between our two coun-

tries with regard to this matter. Loyal to the traditio';
of my country in _regard to such matters of international
conflict and tension, my delegation will endeavour for
airtime to come to find ofii' peaceful solution, and our
invitation to the representative of South Africa to come
and sit with us and discuss the problem as friends and
not as opponents, as people who hold differeilt views on
a particular subject but as peopb who can resolve their
differences, will remain forever.
257. I hope that before the present session of this­
Assembly ends, the representatives of South Africa will
accept this invitation of ours and will show equal
willingness on their part to find a friendly solutiori to
this problem. It is not our desire to cross our swords
and to show our fists in this Assembly. That has never
been the tradition of my country. "Ve believe in the arts
of peace and in practising peaceful methods in solving
our disputes. '
258. I am sure that, if we are. true._ to our traditions
and if we carry out our intentions faithfully, this com­
plicated problem, which it is certainly not a pleasure
for us to raise year after year, would find a permanent
solution. .
259. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
If there are no objections, I will put to the vote the
General Committee's recommendation in paragraph 8
of its first report [Aj2980] to include item 20 "Treat- .
ment of people of Indian origin in the Union of South
Africa".

The inclusion of the itemwa..s approved by 47 votel
to 1, with 10 abstentions.

260. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):'
We will now consider the inclusion of item 23 in the
agenda, "The question of race conflict in South Africa
resulting from the policies of apartheid of the Govern-

,ment of the Union of South Africa".

261. Mr. DUPLESSIS (Union of South Africa) : As
in the case of item 20, concerning the treatment of
people· of Indian origin in the Union of South Africa,
I have placed on record in the General Committee
[102nd meeting] my Governme~t's objections also to
the inclusion of item 2,3 in the agenda. 1 wish to. reaffirm
our point of view on this occasion. As is well known,
here too South Africa invokes the terms of Article, 2,
paragraph 7, of the Chart~r which, affords to all States
a common protection against interference. in matters
which fall essentially within their domestic jurisdiction.

262. It has always seemed to my delegation that there
could be no more striking instance of intervention in
the purely domestic affairs of a Member State than
i,s demonstrated by the discussion which has taken
place year after year on this item. On previous occasions
we have enumerated the subjects which come uilder
scrutiny in the general context of the debates on this
item. We have tried to convince the Assembly that
matters like the regulation of occupancy of land and
premises by South African nationals; public service
facilities on railways, buses and in post offices; the
regulation of 'internal security; the composition of our
armed forces; the domestic political rights of South
African citizens; education and housing facilities of
South African citizens, cannot by .any stretch, of
imagination be considered to be the concern of this
Organization. Any attempt by Members of the Orga­
nization in any way to influence or to regulate" these
affairs through the medium of the United Nations is, in
oUr 'view, a flagrant invasion into our domestic, affairs.
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We would have thought that our contention on domestic General Committee [A/2980, paragraph 8] to the effect
jurisdiction would be so patently evident and acceptable that item 23, "The question of race conflict in .South
to all lVIembers of the Organization that attempts to Africa resulting from the policies of apartheid of the
demonstrate its validity would have been superfluous. Government of the Union of South Africa", be included
We have,. as you know, on a previous occasion tested in the agenda.
t~e views of Members of the Organization on the qU7s~ The recommendation was adopted by 45 votes to 5,
tlOn of competence. From the votes cast on that occasIon with 6 abste1#iolls. '.
it wa~ clear th~t many Members shared our inter- 268. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
pretatlon of ArtIcle 2, parag~aph 7. But from the way We shall now consider part I of the first re ort
so.me others. voted we must conclude t~at they do not [A/2980] of the General Committee entitled "Ado ~ion
WI.sh to .aval1 themselves of the protection afforded by of the agenda". In accordance with the usual ra~tice,
thIS Article .of !he Charter. Or .perhaps they .are p~e- we shall take up the items by groups whene;er that
pared to w~lve It only when th~lr o~n domestic affaIrs appears advisable. I therefore invite the Assembly to
are not at ISSU~. Let me make It .qUIte clear that as ~ar vote first on the inclusion of items 1 to 19.
as my country IS concerned we are not prepared to gIve It 1 19 ·la d h ...3 • h
up this protection. . • em~ to were p ce on t e agenua 'ltIIt out

263 I h d th . f·" .. ducus$Jon.. a· e occasIOn a ew moments ago to express .~ .
our views on the question of precedents. I know that 269. The PRESIDENT. (translated fr~m SP~nJsh) :
in this case also it will be argued by some that inscrip- :rhe General Assembly haVIng already decIded to mclude
tion of the item is demanded by the mere fact that the !tem ~O on t.~e agenda, I suggest we now vote on the
Assembly had last year called for yet another report. mcluslon of :.erns 21 and 22.. .
As you will know, the South African view is that the Items 20 to 22 were placed on the agenda without
resolution [820 (IX)] of last year, and those of previous discussion. .
years, on this subject were unconstitutional. Even if in 270. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
an earlier resolution this Assembly.had been asked to The General Assembly has already decided to include
consider an item, this Assembly is' and must be the item 23. We shall now vote on the inclusion of items
master of its own procedure. If this Assembly considers 24 to 26, which deal with economic questions, and then,
that an earlier decision is unconstitutional, or that an in successive groups, we will vote on the inscription of
earlier decision was inadvisable or unwise, it is entirely the remaining. items.
free to revise or to ignore its predecessors' recommenda- Items 24 to 26 were placed on the agenda withoUI
tion. The mere question of procedure cannot be allowed discussion .
to. stand in its way, especially if it is not in harmony Items 27 to 29 were placed on the agenda withoul
WIth the.purposes of the Charter. discussion
264. ~ 4ave dealt only very briefly w~th this questio~. Items io to 35 were placed on the agenda without
~he brIefness of my statement recognIzes tha~ there IS discussion.
ltttle new to add to our statements of earber years. '. . .
These statements still stand on record. I must, however, ,Item~ 36 to 49 were placed on the agenda'Wlthout
once again ask that this item be not inscribed in the dISCUSSIon.
agenda and that the Assembly should so express itself. Item .50 to 53 were placed on the agenda with,,",
If nevertheless a decision is taken to the contrary, discussion.
I pl~ce ~n ~ecord my .Government's strong. pr.0tes~ .at Items 54 to 57 were placed on the agenda without
the mscrtptlon of the :item and reaffirm theIr mablbty discussion
to recognize as valid or legal any action which flows •
from it. . Items 58 and 59 were placed on the agenda without
265. Mr. SEN (India): No new argument need be discussion. .
advanced as a reply to the objection raised by the repre- 271. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
sentative of South Africa. Our answer is the same. The Assembly has'already decided during this meeting
I have already' quoted the authoritative interpretation to include item 60, which. was item 7 on the supple-
of Dr. Lauterpacht, that even if it were regarded as a mentary list [A/2942]. vVe shall therefore now vote
matter falling essentially within the .domestic juris- on the inclusion of items 61 to 63.
d!ction .of a State, Article ~, paragraph 7, can never.bar Items 61, 62 and 63 were placed on the agenda
dIS~usslon, recom~endatlO~' and other functlo~s without discussion.
aSSIgned to the Umted NatIOns. Apart from that, thIS . .. . . .
item is a matter in which India alone is not interested 272. The PRESIDENT (translated from S pamsh) :
Twenty nations, including some European nations, had ~he General Assembly h~s now completed its consid7ra-
,sponsored this subject'last year. I am sure there is tlon of ~he r~comm~ndatl0!1s of the General <;omml~tee
much more wide-spread support in this Assembly than on the mcluslon of It~ms In the agenda of thIS sessIon.
is reflected by the sponsors themselves. We shall now .conSIder part I~ of th~. firs~; report
266. The plea of domestic jurisdiction, as you know, [.A/2980] of t~e General CC?~mltt~~ entItled Alloca"
is a technical plea answered by my arguments on the tlOn of agenda Items to CommIttees.
previous item, which arguments I shall not repeat. 273. I call the Assembly's·attention first to the Secre-
I huIriblysubmit that in view of. the arguments we have tary~General'sexplanation concerni,ug the allocation of
advanc~d on that particular technical plea, namely the the item entitled "Registration and. publ!e~Jon of
bar of jurisdiction, the Assembly will no doubt accept treaties and international agreements">~men~tioned in
the re~ommendation of the General Committee. paragraph 10 of the General Committee's report.
267. The PRESIDENT (translated ft'om SpanislJ): 274..vVe shall now. vote on the recommendations of
If there are no objections, I will put to the vote the the General Committee concerning the allocation of

lli:,mme.nd....a..ti.o.n. h.•. ·. th.e fi.r..st report.. l.AI.298.0.J of .. the .a.gen.da ite.m..s. contained in part 11 of .;~1tr.!:fg,~;tt!!"1:!tTWf'nr:fr
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The recomtnend6tw"" fIIere adopt,d flJitlwu.' dis·
elusion.

275. The PRESIDENT' (translated from Spanish):
We shall now consider part III of the first report of
the General Committee [Aj2980] "Organization of the
tenth regular session of the General Assembly".. In
paragraph 12, the General COmplittee recommends that
the General Assembly approve. certain arrangements
relating to the schedule of 'meetings; in paragraph 13,
the Gene.ral Committee recommends the General As-
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