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we know from the statement of Kdddr himself, which I
have just quoted, that he is determined to settle what
he calls .the account with the heroes of 1956.

6. In the fourth place, according to press reports,
collectivization of agriculture is being pushed once
again.

7. Finally, how about religion in Hungary today? A
Communist newspaper, Csongradmegyei Hirl!,R, de
clared on 8 May 1959: "Events of the counter-revolu
tion interrupted the systematic struggle against. re
ligion",but "the time has come to fight" •I think we are
all justified in thinkingthat the question of Hungary has
remained without change since the fall of 1956.

8. Since the situation remains the same as tn 1956,
and since our past resolutions have been of no avail,
it is not the time for the General Assembly to forget
the whole business. What is peculiar aboutthe question
of Hungary is this. It is a questionwhich many repre
sentatives, including myself, cannot forget. OUr con
sciences do not allow us to forget it. The continued
presence of the Soviet army in Hungary and the con
tinued repression by the Kdddr r6gime do not aile,,"::::' :IS
to forget it, even if we should try. Most important of
all, the Hungarian people themselves do not forget it.

9. It is clear that the continuation of the Soviet gar
rison in Hungary andthe continuation of repression are
necessitated by the factual situation in Hungary. The
people have not forgotten their reVOlution, eventhough
they are not openly revolutionary in a.ct or in word. The
continued presence of the Soviet army in Hungary is a
domestic necessity. Kdddr cannot get along without it.
So long as the people of Hungary do not forget their
struggle for freedom, we shouldnot forget it. We would
he disloyal to the principles of the Charter if we should
forget it. We would also be doing a disservice to the
future of human freedom ifwe shouldforget the tragedy
of Hungary. Although it is clear that, so fal' as short
term success is concerned, there is not much that the
General Asselnbly can do, in spite of that, I believe
that we should remember Hungary and we should show
our continuous concern by passing the draft resolution
which is placed before us [A/L.273].
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Question of Hungary (co~tinued)

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTA-
TIVE ON HUNGARY (A/430~) (continued)

1. Mr. TSIANG (China): In the fall of1956, the General
Assembly held two emergency spefJial sessions. The
first of these sessions dealt with the Suez crisis,
involving, among other Member States. two of the
permanent members of the Security Council: France
and the United Kingdom. The resolutions adopted during
the first emergency special sessionhave been complied
with. France and the United Kil.igdom duly carried out
their obligation under the Charter. The Suez crisis has
been solved and peace has been restored.

2. Now that is not the case with the question of Hun
gary. The question of Hungary has remained without
change since November 1956 When the second emer
gency special session of the General Assembly was
called at the request of the Security Council. The re
port of Sir Leslie Munro, the United Nations Repre
sentative on Hungary [A/4304] confirms the fact that the
situation in Hungary itself has not changed. The reso
lutions of the second emergency special session have
been disregarded by both the Soviet Union and the
Hungarian authorities. Let us look at the chief features
of the factual situation in Hurlgary.

3. In the first place, the United Nations Representative
on Hungary continues to be preventedfrom visiting that
countrr

4. Secondly, the Soviet army which interlJ'aned in the
fall of 1956 remains in Hungary. Acco:r.C'J.ngto the latest 10. The Soviet Union has in recent years, through all
statement from Budapest, there is no prospect of the possible media of propaganda and on all possible oc-'
withdrawal of the Soviet army from Hungary. casions, inside as well as outside ofthe United Nations,
5. Thirdly, repression continues. It is continued asa loudly, repeatedly andinsistentlychampionedtheprin
m~tterof policy on the part of the Kdddr r6gime. In a ciple of peaceful coexistence of different social and
speech on 7 September 1959-which is about three political systems. Let us test this Soviet profession in
months ago-delivered at Salg6tarjdn, Kdddr declared: this matter with the events in Hungary. Did the Soviet

"What Horthy did for 25 years to the workers, the Union find it possible or desirable, to coexist peace
Communists and to democracy, what the Arrow- fUlly with the Hungary of Itnre Na'gy and the freedom
Crossits and the 'heroes' of 1956 did, has not yet fighters? No. The Soviet Union found it impossible or
b undesirable to grant to the Hungary of Itnre Nagy and
een paid baok. '.Lde settlement ofquite a few bills is the freedom fighters the :right ofpeaceful coexistence.

still open."
Why? Spokesmen for the Soviet Union, both here in the

Without inquiring into the reliability of press reports United Nations and outside, have toldthe worldthat the
about recent andpossible future executions in Hungary, :revolution in Hungary in October 1966 was a oounter-
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revolution engineered by feudal landowners, the fas
cists and the followers of Horthy. For the sake of
argument and by a stretch of our imagination, let us
assume that the Hungary of Imre Nagy was the tool of
landlords and Horthyists. Under that assumption, we
can at least say that the so-ealledpeaceful coexistence
of the Soviet Union does not include coexistence with
Governments that are supposed to be dominated by
landlords and fascists. In the case of such Govern
ments, the Soviet Union feels that it has the right to
resort to military intervention. I wish the General As
sembly to note that the Soviet doctrine ofpeaceful co
existence is not all-inclusive. Indeed it is restricted; it
rules out certain types of Governments which it dis
likes; and who can tell when the Soviet Union will pro
nounce any Government, be it in Western Europe, or in
North or South America, or in Asia or Mrica, to be a
Government dominated by landlords or fascists? Such a
limitation of the doctrine of peaceful coexiatence is
very threatening indeed to the peace of the world.

11. Let us look at the situation in Hungary more
closely. What was the real character ofthe uprising of
19561 The Special Commlttee on the Problem of Hun
gary had this to say:

"From start to finish, the uprising was led by
students, workers, soldiers and intellectuals, many
of whom were Communists or former Communists.
The majority of political demands put forward during
the revolution included a stipulation that democratic
socialism should be the basis of the Hungarian po
litical structure and that such social achievements
as the land reform shouldbe safeguarded. At no time
was any proposal made for the return to power, or to
the Government, of any figure associated with pre
war days." [A/3592~ para. 785 (ii).]

That is the judgement of our Special Committee on
Hungary. There was in fact nothing landlordish or
Horthyist about the uprising in the fall of 1956.

12. Imre Nagy himself, who rose to be the Prime
Minister of Hungary in the critical days of October and
November, had been a Communist of high staI)ding. He
was only temporarily expelled by Mdtyds Rdkosi, a
personage whom even Mr. Khrushchev has no use for.
When the \Vorkers I Party in Hungary was reorganized
on 2 November 1956 into the Hungarian Socialist
Workers I Party, Imre Nagy was included in its Political
Bureau, together with Kdddr, and, of course, the So
cialist WOl ~ers' Party is today the Party in power in
Budapest. It would indeedbe a travesty of truth to label
Imre Nagy reaotionary. Ra and his comrades were
good socialists; corne people would say good Com
munists. Their sin was not that of reaction but that of
deviation from the patte:'fn set by the SoviElt Union. The
doctrine ofpeaceful coex\stence, which the Soviet Union
proclaims, excludes such deviations and revisions as
Imre Nagy and his co-workers desired for Hungary.
Now here we have a very important additional limita
tion of the doctrine of peaneful coexistence.

13. It seems to be that it is neces~aryfor us to note
that the Soviet doctrine of peaceful coexistence suf
fered such severe limitations in Hungary, and Iwish to
add that it wouldbe unwise for any of us to assume that
the limitations are applicable only to Hungary and not
to other prospective victims.

14. The doctrine of peaceful coexistence, as actually
practised by the Soviet Union, at least in the instance
of Hungary, is inconsistent with the Charter of the

United Nations. The Soviet doctrine of peaceful ,co
existence is tho coexistence (io( master and slave. It is
peaceful only whenthe slave is obedient. It is an instru
ment of imperialism. In voting for the draft resolution
before us, my delegation wishes to make clear that we
stand for the principles of the Charter as well as
against the Soviet version of coexistence.

15. Mr. DE FREITAS'!"VALLE (Brazil): As we once
again take up this item, I wish I did not feel con
strained to voice and sad conviction that this debate is
not likely to alter the si.:.uation that prevails in H~gary,

a belief that, I am afraid, is sharedby most of us here.
This note of pessimism should not, however, discour
age us from earnestly considering this issue. Quite on
the contrary, I think that this discussion is indispen
sable, even when there remains little or no hope that it
may' yield concrete results. To allow this matter to
fade away in painful silence would be for the United
Nations tantamount to condoning, by omission, the sub
jugation of the Hungarian people.

16. In the past few years t my delegation has made
quite clear its position on this question. We attach
particular significance to the 1956 uprising in Hungary
and to the subsequent occupation of its territory. The
human drama of that ,-,pisode in bravery has won my
countrymen's unbounding respect for the Hungarian
people in their struggle for independence. Our concern
over their plight, nonetheless t does not stem from
mere admiration for gallantry; it goes much deeper
than that. It involves the vital principle of a people's
X'ight to live free and undisturbed. Brazil has never
failed in the past and Vlill never cease in the future to
condexnn the imposition of any form of government or
of any political system upon a people against its will;
in this sense, the cause of Hungary is our own t and
commands the solidarity of all nations for whom the
concept of liberty is not just an empty formula.

17. It is common knowledge that a settlementbetween
the big Powers no longer seems unattainable andthat an
atmosphere of negotiation is said to be taking shape.
This auspicious news has undoubtedly given us warm
new hope. At the same time, however, we hear in the
hallways of the Assembly that, for the sake of peaceful
coexistence, it would be most convenient for the United
Nation(~ to drop the question of Hungary once and for
all. As much as we prize the prospect of complete
international co-operation and understandingt we must
by all means resist the insinuation that the oblivion of
Hungary may be instrumental in bringing about peace
among the great. We take this stand not on moral or
juridical grounds alone, but also haVing in mind the
well-known historical fact that world peace cannot be
seoured at the expense of the lesser Powers; such
"pea'cen would not last longer thanthe time required
by the germs of tension it contains to erupt into hew
conflicts. We look forward to a real and lasting peace,
not to an ephemeral image of it. While we harbour the
ardent hope that the coldwar will become a thing of the
past, we expect with no less anxiety that the new era to
follow will also ensure the restoration of freedom in
Hungary and throughout the world.

18. It was in the light of the preceding considerations
that I supported some days ago the inscription of the
question. of Hungary in the agenda of the General As
sembly. We are thankful to Sir Leslie Munro, whose .
report gives evidence of his efforts to carry out the
mission entrusted to him by the United Nations. Need-
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less to say, I shall vote in favour of the twenty-four
power draft resolution [A/L.2731.

19. Mr. SCHURMANN (Netherlands): When, on 12
December 1958, the Netherlands delegation 'Voted in
favour of resolution 1312 (XIn), of which it was a co
sponsor, it did so neither in a happy mood nor with any
great expectations.

20. Our feeling of depression at that time stemmed
from the fact that the Security Council andthe General
Assembly had proved incapable of rescuing the Hun
garian people from the oppression im.posed onthem by
a foreign Power and by the minority of their own po
liticians who availed themselves of that Power's aid
to maintain their r6gime. Our lack of expf3ctation was
caused by the fact that the Soviet Union and the Hun
garians who derive their authority from its armed
protection had consistently refused to comply with any
of the ten resolutions adopted since November 1956 by
the General Assembly, inwhich these two r6gimes were
repeatedly urged to cease their harsh and repressive
actions against the Hungarian population, which are in
violation of the accepted standards and principles of
international law, justice and morality.

21. Moreover, the authorities had,kept the Hungarian
borders firmly shut, not only to prevent their country
men who wished to escape from doing so, but also in
order to keep out the United Nations observers, men
tioned in resolutions 1004 (ES-II) of 4 November,
1005 (ES-II) and 1006 (ES-II) of 9November, 1127 (XI)
and 1128 (XI) of 21 NovemoJer, 1130 (XI) of 4 December
and 1131 (Xl) of 12 December 1956; the Secretary
General, who,on 21 November 1956, offered to go
personally to Budapest; the Special Committee on the
Problem of Hungary, established by resolution 1132
(XI) of 10 January 1957; and the General Assembly's
Special Representative on the Hungarian Problem,
His Royal Highness Prince Wan Waithayakon, who was
requested by resolution 1133 (Xl) of 14 September 1957
to endeavour to achieve the objectives of the United
Nations in accordance with the previous General As
sembly resolutions.

22. To trust that the Soviet Government and the
Hungarian authorities would admit the new Repre
sentative of the United Nations, Sir Leslie Munro, or
even be willing to enter into discussions with him, was
tantamount to believing in a change of heart on their
part. Their refusals to have any dealings with Sir
Leslie Munro therefore did not come as a surprise to
my delegation: they were merely another instance ofthe
negative attitude they have displayed all along in this
case.

23. What is far more serious and shocking, however,
is that the United Nations Representative's report
shows that, in spite of the numerous assertions by
various spokesmen of the Hungarian authorities that
trials and executions in connexion with the uprisb1"gof
October 1956 were now a thing of the past, the
"People's Chambers" continue to try Hungarian pa
triots for their part in that uprising, to sentence them
to death and to have these sentences carried out, and
that they do so by applying a procedure "falling to
provide the minimum safeguards of justice in criminal
trials which are recognized by civilized nations"
[A/4304, para. 35].

24. Of course, the truth of these statements is denied
by the Soviet and Hungarian authorities, and we heard
it denied again this morning. But Iwould ask you: what

faith can be attached to dellials accompanied by a
refusal of any information and of admittance of any
persons authorized to ascertain the truth? So long as
Hungary remains a closedcage, inescapable from with""
in and inacc~ssible from without, the Members of the
United Nations will be sorrowfully compelledto accept
the conclusion that th(~ denial and violation of human
rights continue in that country as before. The denial of
union rights, mentioned in Sir Leslie Munro's report,
is a well authenticated example of those violations.

25. The continued existence of this repressionplaces
upon the General Assembly the duty to denounce it, and
no amount of references to the spirit of Camp David
should cause us to be side-tracked from this duty. If .
the spirit of Camp David really means something to
those who invoke it, let them then act in accordance
with it and ease tensions by observingtheir obligations
under the United Nations Charter.

26. Nor can we be impressed by arguments based on
Article 2, paragraph 7, ofthe Charter, an article high
lighted by some delegations in cases where it happens
to suit their purposes and entirely ignored in cases
where it does not. The situation in Hungary was caused
by the use of force against the political independence
of a neighbouring State, in plain violation of Article 2,
paragraph 4, of the Charter. It is therefore a situation
which cannot possibly be said to be a matter essentially
within the domestic jurisdiction of Hungary alone.

27. It is for these reasons that my delegation has co
sponsored the draft resolution contained in document
A/L.273 and will vote for it.
28. Sir Pierson DIXO~ (UnitedKingdom) :Our present
debate has its origin in resolution1312 (X11I)which the
General Assembly adopted onthe question of Hungary at
its thirteenth session. In that resolution the Assembly
declared that the Un.ited Nations would continue to be
seized of the situation in Hungary in view of the dis
regl:\rd of its resolutions by the .Governments of the
Soviet Union and of Hungary. The same resolution ap
pointed Sir Leslie Munro of New Zealand to represent
the Unitert Nations for the purpose of reportingto Mem
ber States or to the General Assembly on significant
developments relating to the implementation of the
Assembly resolutions on Hungary. Sir Leslie Munro
has carried out the mandate which was entrusted to
him by the General Assembly and his report is now
before us.
29. I should like to express the thanks of the United
Kingdom delegation to Sir Leslie Munro for the pains
taking arid conscientious efforts which he has made to
carry out What must have been afrustratingtask. It is
clear from the correspondence quoted at the beginning
of his report that Sir Leslie Munro made a sincere
attempt to establish some kind ofworkingrelationship
with the Governments of the Soviet Union and of Hun
gary in order the better to carryout the task assigned
to him by the United Nations. It is also clear that he
has done his utmost, in accordance with the General
Assembly's resolution, to gather information on sig
nificant developments in Hungary. The information
which he has succeeded in obtaininghas beenpresented
carefully and objectively. It was incoHgruouS to hear
the Hungarian representative this morning picking on
points to which he took exception in recent public
statemerits made by Sir Leslie Munro. I think it will
be generally accepted as natural and fitting that, given
the task imposed on him by the General Assembly. and
given the frustrations which he has been faced with in
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carrying it out, Sir Leslie Munro from time to time
should have given expression to his feelings, which are
deeply and widely shared.

30. This report is not a cold war document. The as
sartions Wid explanations given by the Hungarian au
thorities.-.nbt to the United Nations Representative but
in the course of various public pronouncements-are
fully set out ill the report, even when Sir Leslie Munro
felt bound, on the basis of other evidence, to disagree
with them. We owe a debt of gratitude to Sir Leslie
Munro for a careful and convincingpresentation in very
difficult circumstances. He has certainly earned our
confidence for the future. We hope that he will con
tinue to act as United Nations Representative 011 HUll
gary.
31. There are, I believe, three principal impressions

,which this report will leave in the minds of its readers.
First, there is the continued disregard by the Soviet
and Hungarian Governments ofprevious United Nations
resolutions on the Hungarian question. For three years
the United Nations has called upon those Governments
to redress the wrongs done to the Hungarianpeople by
the repression of the uprising in October 1956by which
the Hungarians $pontaneously expressed an ardent de
sire for true liberty, which is still deeply felt by a
courageous and noble people. It is right that the United
Nations should maintain its concern with such aspira
tions, which we all shar~ and understand.

32. The second impression left by the report Is the
rigid refusal of the Hungarian Government to extend
any kind of co-operation to the appointed United Nations
Representative. Leaving aside the question of courtesy,
I must say frankly that, in the view of my delegation,
it is an anachronism at this time of improving inter
national relationships, and in view ofthe circumstances
in which it came to power, for the Hungarian Govern
ment to refuse to the United Nations Representative
even a minimum of information and facilities. It is to
be deplored that the Government should have consis
tently refused to accede to the request of the United
Nations Representative to visit Hungary in order to
obtain the information whichthe General Assemblyhas
charged him to provide. If the Government has nothing
to hide, why not admit him to see and report?

33. The Soviet and Hungarian Governments would, I
believe, find the Assembly ready to welcome any sig
nificant sign that they were willingto apply the doctrine
of peaceful coexistence and international co-operation
to the resolutions of the United Nations on Hungary.
The contrary course which they have chosen is not only
a 'check to the wishes of the United Nations; it is out
of harmony with the general trend in international af
fairs on which, as this present session has amply
shown, great store is beitlg placed by the wodd com
munity as a whole.

34" The third main impression which this report
leaves is that the Hungarian Government continues to
maintain its authority by means of repression. Sir
Leslie Munro in writing this part of his report, as he
freely admits, has not in all cases been able to verify
the information available. That is because of the per
sistent refusal of the Hungarian Government to allow
him "to visit Hungary. This, however, does not invalidate
either the general picture or the details out of which
the report is constructed. Much of the information rests
on statements made by the Hungarian authorities them
selves, or on deductions that can legitimately be
drawn from these statements.

~

35. Thus, the fact that eminent Hungarian writers are
held in prison, many on life sentences imposedfor so
called crimes against the Hungarian people, has been
admitted by the Hungarian Ministry of Justice.

36. The report shows that it is a matter of pUblic
knowledge, often resting on statements by the Hun...
garian media of public communication, that trials and
executions of other members of the public are still
continuing. Her Majesty's Government confirm their
belief that this is so. We are disturbedto hear reports
of the possibility of further executions and to read the
statement of Mr. KAdAr on 30 November that the
Hungaria.n people "have still many accounts to settle
with the counter-revolutionaries". 'rhat statement,
with its sinister ring, has not passed unnotiged by the
world community.
37. I may add that it is far from logical for the
Hungarian Government to complain that Sir Leslie
Munro's report is based on hearsay, while at the same
time refusing to allow its au+,hor those facilities which
would have enabled him to verify his information.

38. Although individual news items may not be verifi..
able, there emerges from the report a clear picture of
continued trials and sentences. It cannotbe a matter of
indifference to the United Nations that the Government
of a Member State should continue to maintain its
authority by the imprisonment and execution of its
political opponents, and should use the overwhelming
force which it possesses to discipline, dragoon and
destroy those of its citizens who disagree with it or
oppose it politically, all in disregardofthe resolutions
of this Assembly.

39. I turn to another important aspect of the Hungarian
question. The General Assembly has repeatedly called
upon the Soviet Union to withdraw its forces from
Hungary. As Sir Leslie Munro justly observes in his
report, the withdrawal of these forces "WOUld undoubt
edly be regarded by all Members of the United Nations
as a contribution to the normalization of the situation"
[A/4304, para. 21]. The members of my delegation
were therefore very sorry to read reports of a speech
m~de in Budapest on 30 November by Mr. KAdAr in
which he atte:tp.pted to justify the presence of Soviet
troops in Hungary and held out no hope 'of their with
drawal. Mr. Kl1dAr went so far as to say, and I am not
the only one to be struck by the incongruity of this
remark:

"Soviet troops are today in Hungary not for rea
sons of internal policy but exclusively on account of
some still unsettled international questions. It

That was not the reason for which Soviet troops en
tered Hungary in 1956, and, according toourinforma
tion, it is not the reason for which, despite the
resolutions of the General Assembly calling for their
withdrawal, they remain there today.

40. In all these circumstances, it has, in our judge
ment, been clearly right that the United Nations should
once again take the opportunity to e.xpress itself on the
question of Hungary. The debates on inscription in the
General Committee and in plenary meeting and this
debate in which we are now engaged show that the
opinions of the great majority of delegations remain
firm. They continue to believe that the United Nations
has a duty to concern itself with what has happened in
Hungary. The least we can do is to deplore the con
tinued disregard of the General Assembly's resolution
and call upon the Hungarian Government to co-operate

, '., .

j \

. ,;
,

i
"

wit
pur
Unt
triE
full
ext:

41.
not
war
pas'
of t:
and
seel
itS]
the

42.
pub]
tion
cow
that
the:
Unit
the:
am:
dra~

harr
pres

43.
until
cil c
Unitl
hOWE
ber 1
at th
whic
disaJ
grea

44.
men1
in 0]

of th
a bel
the '
Unit_
hOWE
relai

45.
peop
as "\\
logic
joini
eart
friel
crea
in in
cons
of cc

46.
resu
SOvil
impe
sess
Busj
Unit,
agre
goth
goOt



849th meeting - 8 December 1959 669

.~

'I
t

',;
;~

J
,

l
-,,-

~;i
1i.i
l!
~'I
"l'
~;

H

I'I.f
!
f
~

i !
I

e
-.;

r
,,-

d
e
e
s
e
n
s
n,-
In
:e

with our representative, Sir Leslie Munro. Thatis the
purpose of the draft resolution [A/L.273] which the
United Kingdom has joined twenty-three other coun
tries in sponsoring. The draft resolution hasbeen care
fully drafted to avoid any language which might appear
extreme or inopportune.

41. In taking this action, the General Assembly would
not be endorsing some provocative move in the "cold
war". It would merely be acting in harmony witl1 its
past decisions and the deep feelings which the tragedy
of the Hungarian people has aroused all over the world
and which the draft resolution, inrestrainedlanguage,
seeks to reflect. We hope the draft resolution will, like
its predecessors, receive" the overwhelming support of
the General Assembly.

42. Mr. KUZNETSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): The Soviet delega
tion and the representatives of a number of other
countries have already pointedout ou several occasions
that inclusion of the so-called question of Hungary in

-the agenda for the session is in flagrant violation of the
United Nations Charte:r, which forbids interference in
the internal affairs of States. One can oniy regret that
a number of delegations have abused their position to
drag the General Assembly into {i discussion which is
harmful to the cause of peace and undermines the
prestige of the United Nations.

43. Quite recently we saw how the worldfollowed with
untiring interest the visit ofthe Chairman ofthe Coun
cil of Ministers of the USSR, Mr. Khrushchev, to the
United States and his meetings with President Eisen
hower and other American statesmen. We all remem
ber the statement by the head of the Soviet Government
at the Assembly's present session [799th meeting], in
which he made a proposal for general and complete
disarmament, which was welcomed by all peoples as a
great peace programme.

44. During the visit by the head ofthe Soviet Govern
ment to the United States, President Eisenhower said
in one of his speeches that the meeting of the leaders
of the USSR and the United States couldbe regarded as
a beginning of a new era. This is undoubtedly true, for
the visit by the head of the Soviet Government to the
United States and his meetings with President Eisen
hower are paving the way for a new era in international
relations.

45. We are gladto observe that realistically-minded
people in all countries, and here in the United states
as well, are tending to the belief that existing ideo
logical and social differences should not prevent us
joining hands in the struggle for a lasting peace on
earth, just as they did not prevent us from being fi~m

friends during the Second World War. This outlook
creates favourable conditions for closer co~operation

in international affairs with a view to maintaining and
consolidating peace, and also for a further expansion
of contacts in all fields; and it is already bearing fruit.

46. We may quote by way of example the positive
results of the business-like co-operation b9tween the
Soviet and United states delegations on a number of
important items on the Assembly's agenda for this
session, particularly on the question of disarmament.
Business-'like co-operation between the USSR and the
United States also helped considerably in reaching
agreement on the Antarctic. As a result of recent ne
gotiations in Moscow and Washington, there are now
good prospects for co-operation and the exchange of

experience in the -fields of science and technology,
culture and art; in particular, agreement has been
reached on a regular exchange of scientific information
between scientists working in the field of nuclear phy
sics in the Soviet Union and the United States respec
tively.

47. All men of good will welcome the change which
has occurred in international relations and the estab
lishment of fruitful co-operation between countries.
This is fully understandable, in view ofthe fact that the
peoples have grown weary of the "cold war" and are
glad that a warmer spell has begun.

48. In these circumstances, there is no needto stress
that all Governments and all statesmen andpublic men
have an obligation to contribute in every possible way
to the consolidation of this recent improvement in the
international situation. On this question, the head of
the Soviet Government said in his speech in Budapest
on 1 December:

"All realistically-minded statesmen now realize
that internaUonal tension has been relaxed. Hence
forward, every statesman and every country must
help to improve the international situation still fur
ther and eliminate tension. They must untie the Imots,
clear the road of all the boulders which have been
laid across it during the 'cold war' and are pre
venting a normalization of the international situa
tion."

49. For its part, the Soviet Government is doing
everything to make the ice ofthe "coldwar" thaw even
faster. In the western com-tries, however, we are sorry
to see that there are still some people, including men
with influence on foreign policy, who refUSe to recon
cile themselves to this improvement in the inter
national climate and still talk in terms of the old
"position of strength" policy. They do not like the
spirit of Camp David, the spirit of international co
operation. As the head of til" Soviet Government
expressed it, these people now feel rather put out of
joint, and are struggling to i,naintain the "cold war"
atmosphere in which they haVl.~ grown used to living.

50. These proponents of the old and dangerous course
of foreign policy refuse to recognize the needto solve
international issues by negotiation and have no wishto
place relations between states on a foundation ofequal
ity and mutual interests. They are, in fact, against
peaceful co-operation and in favour of the arms race
and of maintaining international tension with all the
effects which it produces.

51. It is quite clear that this new scheme of bringing
the so-called question of Hungary before the United
Nations, which has been initiated by the United states
delegation, is a kind of offeringto the forces which are
opposing any improvement in the international situa
tion.

52. Today's statement by the United states repre
sentative merely indicates what I have mentioned be
fore, namely, the desire to introduce the "cold war"
spirit and to obstruct the development of effective co
operation. The Assembly's attention is being distracted
from really _important and urgent problems on the
agenda for the present session.

53. Can there be a single man inthis room who would
put his hand on his heart and say that discussion of
this question, partictllarly today's statement by the
United states representative, permeated as it was by
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63. The enemies of the Hungarian People's Republic
are, for obvious reasons, particularly dissatisfied at
the presence of Soviet troops in Hungary and link their
hopes for a restoration of the bourgeois systemto the
withdrawal of Soviet troops from that country. As is
known, Soviet troops are stationed in Hungary at the
request ofthe Hungarian Government and in accordance
with the Warsaw Treaty, in order to ensure the external
security of the parties to the treaty. The Soviet Govern
ment and the Governments of all States parties to the
Wa.rsaw Treaty propose to the Western Powers which
belong to NATO the simultaneous and reciprocal with
drawal of foreign troops from foreign territory.

64. Allow me, in this connexion, to quote a statement
made by the head of the Soviet Government,
Mr. Khrushchev, at the time of his visit to the United
States:

"Let us agree about the withdrawal of your troops
and our troops behind their own national frontier9
and let us see what comes of it .•• Do you agree? Let.
us sign an agreement about the withdrawal of troopS.
Let the soldiers return home. What joy their return

54. No amount of referen(E~s to United Nations reso
lutions on the question of Hungary, which a.re, in any
case, illegal, no amount of letters from Sir Leslie
Munro, whose style betrays the influence of a depart
ment well known to all, canpossibly help those who are
against a relaxation of international tensionto conceal
the true aims whichthey are tryingto further by bring
ing the question of Hungary before the United Nations.
Even more clumsy are the efforts made by the or
ganizers of this scheme to shift responsibility for their
actions on to the shoulders of the Soviet Union and the
People's Republic of Hungary" from "the sick head on
to the healthy one", as we say. .

55. One thing the United states representative tried
to do was to justify his interpretation of the events of
1956 by references to 'the speech made in Hungary by
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the US~R,

Mr. Khrushchev. The United states representat I \l1 e
tried to create the impre$sion that the head of the
Soviet Government, in his statementtothe seventh00n
gress of the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party,
produced a new version ofthe events of 1956, allegedly
similar to the one offered by Mr. Lodge himself. But
it is not difficult to prove that these references, in
which thf:' sense of '"ue statement by the head of the
Soviet Gt> lernment was intentionally distorted, cannot
in any way help the organizers of this hue-and-m.'y
about the question of Hungary to turn black into white.

56. This well known device will certainly deceive no
one. There is a popular saying to the effect that drip
ping water will wear away a stone, but the truth can
wear away a stone and iron as well. Since the General
Assembly has now been dragged into this discussion,
it is essential to make a brief survey of the history of
the so-called question of Hungary, with a view to
getting down to the truth. The Soviet delegation is fully
in agreement with the accountgivenbytherepresenta
tive of Hungary inhis extremely informative statement.

57. For my part, I should like to recall a statement
on the events of 1956 in Hungary, whichthe head of the
Soviet Government, Mr. Khrushchev, made on 21 Sep
tember 1959 during his .stay in the United State.s.

58. Mr. IDdge accompanied Mr. Khrushchev during
his journey across the Unitedstates and should remem
ber the answere which the head of the Soviet Govern
ment gave to those who wished to interfere in Hun
garian internal affairs. In this particular statement,
the head of the Soviet Government, Mr. Khrushchev,
said:

"The People's Republic of Hungary has its own
constitution, its laws, its rightful Government elected
by democratic procedures. It is developing freely
and is being extremely successful in the establish
ment of socialism. What happened in Hungary in 19561
There was a rebellion by anti-popular elements
there, who were displeasedthat power belongedto the
workers. The Hungarian counter-revolution, en
couraged by the forces of international reaction, tried
to overthrow the socialist r~gime The conspirators
used weapons, received from the West, andfollowed
directives emanating from the same source. Having
seized power inBudapest for afew days, the counter
revolutionaries began to commit outrages, to destroy
property, to shoot honest people. At that critical
moment; the Hungarian revolutionary Government,

the "cold war" spirit, helps to improve the inter- heade<;l by JAnos 'KAdAr, aske~ us for help. We
national situation? answered the appeal and areproudofhavingdone so.

lf we had not come to the help of the People's Gov
ernment, headed by JAnos KAdfir, the fascists might
well have seized power in Hungary. By offering
brotherly assistance to the Hungarianpeople intheir
struggle against the fascist rebels, we dischargedour
international duty. tt

One should add that, in putting down the'fascist rebel
lion supported by international reaction, the Govern..
ment of the People's Republic of Hungary was acting
fully in accordance with Hungary's obligations under a
peace trea.ty which obligates ,her not to tolerate the
existence or activity in the country of any fascist or..
ganizations.

59. This is the true picture of what happened in
Hungary in 1956.

60. This, ?r: 1956, the Hungarian people expressed its
will clearly and unambiguously. Hungarian workers do
not want the factories and plants, which now belong to
the entire people, to be returnedto the exploiters. The
Hungarian peasant does not want the landwhich he has
received from the People's Government to go back to
the EsterhAzys and their like.

61. After qUickly making good the devastation caused
by the criminal activities of counter-revolutionary
rebels, supported from abroad, the Hungarian people
has made great strides forward in the development of
its economy and culture and in raising the level of its
welfare. Gross industrial output in 1958 was 25 per
cent higher than in 1956, and more than three times
higher than in 1949. It is expectedthat industrial output
in 1959 will be abot\t 12 per cent higher than in 1958.

62. The recent seventh Congress of the Hungarian
Socialist Workers' Party approved a new plan for
development of the national economy of the Republic,
according to which industrial output by the end of 1965
will be at least 65 to 70 per cent higher than in 1959,
and agricultural output 30 to 32 per cent higher. Let
the countries of the so-:called free world, whose
representatives have the audacity to describe Hungary
as a "colonial slum", try to equal the rate of economic
growth which the Hungariar. people hl!S already attained
and is planning for the :..uture.
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.wi11 bring to the!r mothers and sweethearts. Do you
. agree?"

No answer to that proposal was, however, forthcoming
at the time, and there has been no answer since.

65. The Hungarian people itself chose its own system
and Government, without asking for anybody eI1Je's
permission or blessing and it is fully capable of de-
fending its system against any adversary. .

66. As can be seen, this is precisely what so:rp.e
people in the West do not like. In the United States of
America 'and other Western countries there are still
people who persistently refuse to recognize the legiti
mate right of every people to order its own life as it
sees fit. There are also influential people who are
either so blindedbytheirhatredofthe socialist system
that they do not heed and are unwilling to recognize the
true relationship of forces in the world today, or who
labour under a misapprehension and fail to appreciate
the strength of the communist movement. In defiance
of reason and in disregard of reality, these people are
ready to embark on gambles, to organize conspiracies
and weave intrigues in an attempt to turnback the tide
of history.
67. Many will no doubt remember that, at past ses
sions of the General Assembly, the .Soviet delegation,
together with the delegations of other countries, pro
duced ample evidence of subversive activities by the
Western Powers against the socialist States.

68. In that connexlon, we would refer to Public Law
665 passed by the United States Congress on 26 August
1954, which provides for an annual appropriation of
$100 million to finance subversive activities against
the socialist countries. Section 401 ofthe law provides
as follows:

"••. the funds available under this section may be
expended for any selected persons who are residing
in or escapees from the Soviet Union, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulg:.:ll'ia, Al
bania, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, eithertoform
such persons into elements of the military forces
supporting the North Atlantic Treaty Organizationor
for other purposes, "••• "

In accordance with this law, numerous emigrant groups
like the anti-Soviet organization, "NTS", have found
asylum and received generous material assistance in
the United States. The members of these groups are
recruited from among criminal elements who have fled
from punishment for their offence~ against the so
cialist countries. The United States 1s spending enor
mous sums on maintaining reactionary bankrupt
Governments and the remnants of r6gimes such as that
of the Chiang Kai-shek clique which have been over
thrown and repudiated by the people.
69. At the same time, a whole series ofwhat might be
described as home";grown United States organizations
such as the Crusade for Freedom for the Peoples of
Eastern Europe and the American Committee for the
Liberation of the Peoples of Russia and others are
act~vely engaging in subversive work against the so
cialist countri,es.

70. It may be asked whether all this is in keeping with
the principle of non-intervention inthe domestic affairs
of other States and whether such a pollcy is likely to
reinforce confidence among States.

71. Indeed, is not the adoption by the United States
Congress in July 1959 of a resolution providingfor the

observance of a so-called Captive Nations Week an
instance of flagrant intervention inthe domestic affairs
of sovereign States? That resolution contained an ap
peal to the people of all socialist countries to launch a
'crusade against the existing system of government in
those countries. The resolution specifically states that
it is vital to the national security of the United States
that the desire for liberty and independence on the part
of the peoples of Eastern Europe shouldbe steadfastly
kept alive. In this context, the ?eople's desire for
liberty and independence means the liqUidation of the
existing socialist system in Eastern Europe.
72. It would also be possible to name a number of
reports prepared on the instructions ofthe Committee
on Foreign Relations of the United states Senate as,
for instance, report No. 3 entitled ftWestern Europe",
which was published on 15 October 1959, report No.7
entitled "Basic Aims of United States Foreign Policy",
which was published on 25 November 1959, a:nd many
others. Although these documents recognize the need
for negotiations with a view to reaching agreement on
the most important international problems, an attempt
is also made to justify the position of strength policy
and to work out plans for undermining th~ system of
government in the socialist c~untries.

73. Another document that might be mentioned inthis
connexion is the one entitled "National Security and
Peace", which was recently published by the National
Committee of the Republican Party of the United
States. That document again defends the long· dis
credited objective of "liberating thee,nslavedpeoples"
as the principal aim of United Statea foreign policy.
74. Certain circles in the UnitedStates are thus seek
ing to pU1"sue subversive activities against those States
which do not wish to follow in the wake of the United
States. It is from this particular angle that the so
called question of Hungary should be considered. To
discuss that question means, first and foremost, to
talk of the intervention by the Western Powers in the
domestic affairs of other states and of their desire to
foist their own bourgeois order onthe peoples of those
States.
75. But do those who have created a stir over the
Hungarian question really believe that its discussion in
the United Nations can lead to the liqUidation of so
cialist achievements in Hungary and the restoration of
the Horthy r6gime in that country? Does Mr. Lodge
seriously believe that the socialist countries'will co
operate in attempts to liquidate socialist achievements
in the countrie'3 of Eastern Europe?

':.':'.

76. I think that the'representatives of the W,.;stern
Powers who are raising this question do notthemselves
believe that their proposals are reasonable. They are
taking this action in order to console those reactionary
circles which have not yetpc~nable to reconcile them
selves to the severe defeat they suffered in 1956.

77. There is only one thing to be said about these
extravagant plans, and that is that they will never come
to anything and that their sponsors are senselessly
squandering time and huge sums of money to no good
purpose. The head of the Soviet Government, Mr.
Khrushchev, has given a quite explicit answer. to the
uninvited "liberators" of all shades, to the amateurs of
acts of provocation of every kind against the socialist
countries. In a speech made at a meeting in Moscow
on 23 July 1959, he said:

"We have told and continue to tell the imperialist
gentlemen that our socialist camp is strong and in-
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destructible. We stand above all your acts of pro
vocation; we resolutely conde:mn them and frankly
state that you will never attainthe aims you have set
you~,selves! The Soviet Union and all the socialist
('/ ' tries will 'travel their own road confidently anc:i
brmly to their great objective; they will steadfastly
strive for a relaxation of international tension."

78. Some days ago, when speaking in Budapest, the
head of the Soviet Government had the following to say
on the same subject:

"We shall continue in the future to fight consis
tently for peaceful coexistence, complete disarma
ment and· general security ••• As for those who are
still trying to fan the flame o'Ithe 'cold war', and are
planning to operate 'from positions of strength', we
repeat once more that a cudgel will not help them. As
yo'.} know, a cudgel has two ends and if one end of it
is raised against the socialist countries, then the

. other end will come down on the head of whoever iEI
brandishing it."

79. This is om' reply. The people's r6gime in HunfIary
and in the otr4ar socialist countries stands firm and will
remain firm for ever. The peoples of the socialist
countries are keeping a close watch on the intrigues of
their foes and are displaying the necessary vigilance.
They are ready at all times to give a crushing rebuff to
any attempt. to impede their progres:!3 alongthe road of
their choice. The sooner the enemies of socialism
understand that, the sooner will they be guided in their
relations with other states by the principles ofpeace
ful coexistence, and the sooner will the conditions
necessary for ensuring lasting peace come to exist.

80. While unfailingly defending the principles of
peaceful coexistence, which are gaining growing inter
national recognition, the socialist states are not forcing
their opinions upon the capitalist stp,tes, and are ar,king
for the same treatment in return. We do not intend to
interfere in the domestic affairs ofother countries and
are entitled to ask that other states should likewise
refrain from interfering in the domestic affairs ofthe
socialist States.

81. The sooner the United Nations, which.j,s called
upon to furlherthe cause ofpeace, sets aside once and
for all provocative questions like the one at present
under discussion and summons up the strength to banish
the "cold war" atmosphere from the Organization
completely and for ever, the better will itbe for itself
and for the cause of peace throughout the world.

82. The Soviet delegation will, ofcourse, vote against
the draft resolution on the so-called question of
Hungary.

83. Mr. BERARD (France) (translated froni French) :
This year, fifty-one delegations have formally voted in
favour of the inclusion ofthe item entitled "Question of
Hungary" in the General Assembly's agenda. As at
previous sessions, onlythe Soviet Union andthe Powers
which normally vote with it voted against the inclusion
of the item. It can therefore properly be argued that a
great majority of Member states still think that, this
year again, the situation in Hungary warrants examina
tion and discussion by the General Assembly.

84. This is not, as has been alleged, a new mani
festation of the cold war, ans as far as the French
delegation is concerned, it would have wished that
there would no longer this year be anythingto discuss.
Unfortunately such is not the case. Persons whose

opinions carry weight have already urged from this
platform the need for discussing the question, and I
see no reason to dwell on the point.

85. For some days, the General Assembly has had
before it the report of the United Nations Represen
tativeon Hungary" Sir Leslie Munro, whose work
merits a sincere tribute, in view of the discouraging
and difficult conditions in which it was accomplished.
This report again, with Us ample documentation, dis
poses of the argument that the Hungarian affair is a
purely domestic matter, and hence outside the scope of
our discussions.

86. The situation we are examining originated with
foreign intervention to put down a movement designed
precisely to shake off foreign intervention. Although the
nature of this intervention has changed in recent
months, its effects have certainly not disappeared, and
the French delegation, whose steadfast policy stand in
the matter is well known to the General Assembly,
considers that, in this particular instance, the pro
visions of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter can
not be invoked.

g"/. Sir LesUe Munro confirms in his report the in
formation-most of it drawn from official sources-we
possess on the Hungarian situation. Quoting the aGtual
terms of resolution 1133 (XI) adopted by the Assembly
at the eleventh session, he makes it clear that the
r6gime imposed by the armed intervention ofthe Soviet
Union 'on the Hungarian people continues its domination
within Hungary. As I say, there has been a change
recently, and the presence of foreign troops is mani
festly more discreet. The troops are none the less
there, and their presenca helps to aggravate the con
straint imposed by the r6gime ona people who cer
tainly made it quite plain, the moment they had the
opportunity, that they wanted none of it. It is true that,
since Mr. Khrushchev visited Budapest last June,
Soviet control over the Hungarian administration has
become much less apparent. It is also true that the
Soviet technical advisers who, in 1957 and 1958, were
to be found everywhere in t~e Hungarian administra
tion, side by sid~ with the mihisters and high-ranking
officials, have been formed into specialized commis
sions and that the corps of Soviet interpreters has been
consid.erably reduced. But these few deceptive im
provements would appear to be less the result of a
determination to relax control in response to the wishes
of the people than of the docilityoftha present r6gime,
for it is obvious that ~he Kremlin still keeps the rejns
in its own hands and that, through the agency of
Komel;ton, Hungary's economy is more closely depen
dent on that oftlie Soviet Union th~'ll the economy of any
other country in the socialist ca >lp.

88. Despite the efforts of the Hungarian leaders, it is
equally clear that the relative stabilization of the
r6gime has been the result, not of the action by the
Party or the trade unions, which in local parlance are
a transmission-belt connecting the Party with the
workers, but of t,he use offorce, i.e., of elements from
outside Hungary. In fact, it is the presence of SoViet
troops that has been and is still the determining factor,
since it guarantees that nil open resistance movement
of any proportions will occur again. Despite the re
duction in the number of foreign troops-now no more
than five divisions, apparently-and the stationing
agreement of 7 April,' under which the foreign troops.
no longer have any competence as regards the main
tenance of order, every Hungarian citizen knows
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perfectly well that, on the least provocation, further
intervention will inevitably take place. We have a
number of statements on this subject by Soviet and
Hungarian leaders of which I shall merely quote the
latest, in order to show that in this sphere at any rate
there has been no essential change.

89. On 20 August 1959. Mr. Kddl1r Baid at Gyor:

"The time will no doubt come when Soviet forces
will leave the country, but,in any case, the e.nemies
of' the people need not try to take advantage of the
fact, since the State was strongandpossessedpower
ful means of defence to protect the People's Govern
ment."

Again, J:.~ declared on 30 November, in his report to
the seventh Congress of the Hungarian Commu~ist

Party, that Soviet troops would remain in Hungary so
long as the international situation made.it neces iSary.

90. The head of the Soviet Government, during his
most recent journey to Peking last October, harped
again on the old theme when he declared that the so
cialist camp possessed means of defence in the event
of aggressors trying to meddle in the affairs of the
socialist countries in an attempt to turn them from
their course and lead them back to capitalism.

91. At earlier Bessions, the French delegation has
dwelt at length on this "prole,tarian internationalism"
aspect of Soviet policy, and I would merely meni1-on
once again that the General Assembly must not give
any appearance of recognizing the principle that
people living under a particular political system no
longer have the right to change or evento abolish it if
they do not like it. This reminder seems all the more
necessary, since the seventh Congress of the Hungarian
Communist Party, which is meeting at the very
moment when this matter is under discussion here, has
gone out of its way to let the world know that it is now
'the undisputed master, thus hintingto the malcontents-
numerous, but necessarily lacking organization-that
they would 'ba ill-advised to cOlmt on international
assistance of any kind.

92. The Hungarian propaganda services continue to
proclaim flagrant political untruthl~.We are told,~
nauseam, that the Party is stronger; than ever. In fact,
however, its 460,000 members are Oi,\ly half the number
it had at the time of the collapse of the r~gime that
Mr. Kdddr himself has called "the Rlikosi clique".
What is more, to prove that the Party is the be-all and
end-all, it has made a great fU8sabout the few new
members it managed to muster on the eve of the
Congress. For example, Mr. Dobi, Chief of State and
leader of the Smallholders' Party, has just sought ad
mission to the Communist party, as also has Mr.
Kishazi, Minister of Labour, Who, until just recently,
has refused to rejoin' Mr. Kdcldr's party. These belated
and much publicized. conve.....sions, it need hardly be
said, prove nothing and cannot in any waybe considered
as an indication that the general publ~fJ is coming
round to the Party's way of thinking.

93. In the country areas-which are a very important
feature of Hungary-the r6gime is trying very ha:rd to
strengthen its hold. According to the information in
OUr pOSSession, the land collectiVization policy has to
all appearances borne frUit, but it is notewulI."thy that
the leaders nevertheless think it advisable to call a
halt for a while in view of the resistance of the peas
ants. For, only this summer, absenteeism and sabotage

gave risa to incidents in the famous Tokay vineyards,
and also at Szolnok, where some thirty peasants are
said to have disappeared~ Henc~. the Party's Central
Committee at its last meeting felt compelledsolemnly
to declare that the collectivization campaign would be
handled with the utmost care and .. flexibility. This
policy would seem to indicate certaiJ.1 failures on the
part of the r6gime, and indeed its weakness is .revealed
in another sphere to which we attach particular im
portance.

94. Despite official denials-I am thinking of the
statements made bythe Prime Minister on 18 February
1959 and by the Minister of Justice on~7 February to
the effect that the courts had finally done with the
trials of counter-revolutionaries-trials and ,~xecu

tions are continuing, three years after the suppression
of the liberation movement. The Hungarian Telegraph
Agency itself has informed us that, as a result of a
trial which took place between 24 March and 1 April
1959, five sentences of from two to ten years' im
prisonment were pronounced on intellectuals accused
o~f conspiring to overthrow the People's Democracy.

95. In his report, Sir Leslie Munro informedus of the
following:

"On 17 Odober 1959,"-i.e. somesixweeksago-"
a'Hungarian spokesman' inBudapest, in ,answer to the
questions of western newspaper reporters, conceded
that sentences of death had recentlybeen carriedout
in connaxion with alleged crimes committed during
the uprising i.n 1956. It would appear that these
sentences of death, together with other sentences of
long-term or life imprisonment, were the outcome
of the trial of a group of peoplefrom.Ujpest, an
industrial suburb of Budapest, earliertblsyear. Ten
se'ntences of death are reported as having beenpro
nounced, and eight executions as havingbeencarrted
out on or about 13 August. Some twenty-sixsentences
of imprisonment were reported, the shortest being
for a period of five years. " [A/4304, para. 31].

96. Accc,lrding to the same source, there has been
confirmation of another major trial, that of a large
group of young people accused, according to the state
ment of an official Hungarian spokesman~ of "political
crimes committed in 1958" [ibid., para. 32]. The
report then goes on to say: "It is against this back
ground that consideration needs to be given to recent
reports of a disturbing character which have aroused
wide-spread concern regarding the immiIlentpossibil....
ity of further executions." [Ibid., para. 33.]

97. If the Government were really as sure of itself
as it would have us believe, would it feel constrained
to hold in prison Tibor D6ry, who was condemned in
November 1957 to nine years' imprisonment, Gyula
Hdy, condemnedto sixyears I imprisonment, Domonkos
Kosdry, J6zaef Gdli, Gyula Obersovsky and other well
known members of the Hungarian intelligent~ia·whose
fate has caused so much concern ainong intellectuals
the world over-the P.E.N. Club,. for example, tried in
vain in July last to persuade the Hungarian Minister .. of
Justice to show clemency towards them. .

98. The represei..tative from Budapest mainta\ns that
there is no Hungarianquestion. Unhappily, for the world
at large' and for the General Assembly which symbo
lizes it, the question does still exist."otherwise, the
Hungarian Government would clearly have nothing to
hide, and the United Nations Representath'e wouldhave
been able to carry out without hindrance the task of
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securing'information entrusted to him at the thirteenth
session. We still venture to hope that this attitude of
non-eo-operation will change for the better, and that
the Governments concerned will decide to help Sir
Leslie Munro in the performance of his task. This, to
our view, would be the best proofthat what our agenda
rightly calle 'Question of Hungary" no longer exists.

~

99. That is precisely the purpose of the deliberately
moderate draft resolution submitted to the Assembly
by twenty-four Powors. The French delegation, which
has the honour to be a co-sponsor of the draft, would
like once again to state that it embodies no cold wa~"

intentions. All we want, as we have always said, is
that the HungarHln people shouldgradually recover the
democratic fr~eidQms for which they revolted in 1956
and that they s.h'ould finally be allowedto express their
political wishes; andwe hope that the General Assembly
will stand by its own principles and adopt our draft
:resolution by a substantial majority.

lOp. Mr. NESBiTT (Canada): The Cana;:ftan delegation
comes to the discussion of the report of the United
Nations Representat;"ve on Hungary with a deepfeeling
for its immediate 'x;, \well as long-run significance. We
also come to this u'dbate today with a sense of sadness
Jhat the Hungarian question should still be before us
and should now be aggravated by new allegations of
violations of human rights and a general disregardfor
the. good opinion of many States.

101. The report of the United Nations Representative,
whose wisdom and authority are so well known to us
all, charges that a rt1gime of great rigour and repres
sion continues to operate in controllingthe lives of the
Hungarian people. If, in October and November 1956,
this were a matter of proper human andconstitutional
concern for the United Nations, there is no reason to
doubt the continuing right of the United Nations to be
concerp.ed in December 1959, when the allegations of
repression remain as strong as they do in the report
of the United Nations Representative.

102. The CanacUan delegation is aware of how often
the ao",ernment of Hungary has denied the charges of
repression and, too, how insistent has beon,its view,
as well as the view ofa small number of Member
states allied with it, that whatever has takenplace or is
taking place in Hungary is a matter essentially of
domestic jurisdiction and, therefore, beyondthe proper
scope of the Assembly's legal interest.

103" Each Member .state is, ofcourse, entitledto treat
its internal security problems as matter's essentially
within its' domestic jurisdiction. With this thesis the
Canadian Government could have no quarrel. But when
the criminal law and administration go so far as to
offend the very spirit of the Purposes and~.nciples

of the Charter, the issue may, in sorne of'itsa$pects,
become one of essential United Nations concern.

104. The Canadian ,delegation cannot, therefore, ac
cept eithe:- the denial offacts as suchor th~: denial of a
United Nations interest in this area. Ourposition rests
on a simple propositiont;bearing in mindthe provisions
of the Paris Peace Treaty of 1947 and its guarantees
of independence and human rights for the people of
Hungary, andJlaving in mind, too, theviolentevents in
Hungary in October-November of 1956,the great ma
jority of Member Statesbelievednotonly that there had
been an unlawful "inte;rvention" in the sffairs of Hun
gary by another State, cau.uing great disruption there,
but also that there had been important violations of

human rights to which the United Nations could not be
indifferent. Moreover, these violations continued long
after the military intervention aspects had disap
peared. These are facts of wide public kriowledge and
acceptance.

l.05. Indeed, it is possible to saytbat, once the period
of mllit~ry intervention hadpassed, thebebaviour ofthe
Hungarian Government towards its owr.,peop~e involved
so substantial an' interference with the cuncept of
decent levels of behaviour ,by States towards thair
peoples that the United Nations could not have re
mained indifferent. Moreover, if the Hungarian Gov
ernment hadwishedtobringthese allegations to an end.
it couId, at least, have provided some measure of co
operation with the United Na'i;ions in the various reso
lutions passed since 1956 J.nviting such co-operation.
particularly by admitting United Nations representa
tives to make on-the-spot inquiries inorder to lie able
to report back to the Assembly on the basis of a firm
foundation of observed fact.

106. We all know the story. The present Government
of Hungary, claiming the right of a sovereign State to
be free from interference in its domestic affairs, has
refused to permtt any semblance of United Nations or
other type of inquiry into the record of the r6gtme
since those events in the autumn of 1956. I presume
that matters might well have drifted in this way even
with the appointment of th.e present United Nations
Representut1ve, whose report ia now before us, had it
not been for some recent developments. One of these
arises .f.rom the very considerable efforts that have
been made by Prime Minister Macmillan, President
Eisenhower and other Western leaders, andby Premier
Khrushchev, to provide the foundations for a relaxation
of tensions and f'or the possibility of conferences
among the leading Powers in order to deal with some
of the more diffioult problems now dividing them. A
new, spirit; whether described as of Camp David or
simple ,as a fresh effort at a "dt1tente", now pervades
many aspects of major dealings between the two sides
in world politics today. Since it is well understood that
the Government of Hangaryhas the closest ofties with
the Government of the Soviet Union, it is a matter of
grt:~~ surprise to the Canadian delegation that the
friends uf Hungary shouldnot advise her onthepolitlcal
and moral inconsistency of tbe continuingunco-opera
tive Hungarian attitude towards the ascertaining of
facts about conditions there and towards' the present
search for a sound basis by both camps to approach,
in a new spirit, their grave divisions.

107. But if this were not enough to bring forcibly to
our attention the substance of the United Nations
Representatlve's"report, there is in the opinion of the
Canadian delegation reason-; to believe, or at least' to
suspect, that new and shoc1d.ng events may have taken
place in recent months in Hungary. I refer here to
paragraphs 30 to 34 of the UnitedNationsRepresenta
tive's report dealing with the recent all~gations that
have appeared in the press of many parts of the world
that many young persons had been held for trial since
1956 who, at that time, were belowthe age provided by
Hungarian criminal law for the application of);evere
pen~ltiet;' for certain political and kindred oHences). 1
wish to say th9;t~_my Government does not necessarUy
believe all the rumours that have been circulating for
the past Several weeks in Canada andthe Ul'41ted States
and that have been widely reportedupon inthe Press of
many countries. But I cannot deny that ,these reports
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117. No assistance, in any form, has been given to Sir
Leslie Munro by the Soviet Government and the Hun
garian authorities in order to allow him to perform,
aven to a limited degree, the task entrusted to him by
this Assembly as set forth in a resolution approve~l by,",
an overwhelnUng majority. Surely, it is inconceiva.ble,..!
that the General·Assembly would approve in silence the
continuance of such a state of affairs. This Assembly
has to take cognizanoe of and express itself on the
report of the United Nations Representative who, not
\\1thstapding the complete lack of co-operation by the
Hungartan authorities, has been able to collect and to
expose factually a most distressing evidence~

118. During the last three ,years, the General As
ssmbly has adopted ten resolutions on the question of
Hungary and has repeatedly recognized the grave sit
uation developed in that country as a matter of inter-,
national concern. We cannot aCQept once. more the
thesis according towhichthis Organization shoUldhave

, I

have disturbed us greatly a":ldthat the people ot 'banada aris~ng from tl,le charges so frequently made in receg,t
are d.~eply distressed at the possibility that they may weeks? The Canadian Government appeals sincerely to
be true. the Government of Hungary. Do you wish to make a

contribution to the emerging relaxation oftensions and
108. I am aware that the nature of the evidence--and to tbe progress towards the summit, that is the nope of
I use the term very broadly-supporting these allega- .
tions of cruel judicialprocedures towards youngpeople all international politics at the moment, or do you wish
may not be sUch as to completely satisfy obseI'vers to embitter relations and ;m.ake that emerging "rap
desiring the most severe test for suchevidence. Never- prochement", however 1im!t~dor extensive its charac
theless, apart from newspaper reports, there l~,the ter may be, difficult and ,verhaps impossible?,
already well-lmown bulletin No.9 of the International 114. Finally, 1 sbould like t,() askwhattheGovernment
Commission of Jurists, which reports in some detail of Hungary has to lose by such an inquiry, either bg the,
on trials held in camera, 'on confeseions obtainedfrom United Nations Representative or any other agency
young accused persons, and on a number ofexecutions. designated by the Assembly or;;by some private or~1ln

This bulletin, which is to be found as an appendix to a ization. Surely, there can be no questionofa challenge
recent issue of the Journal of the International Com- to its sovereignty or its independence. Its membership
mission of Jurists, cannot be dismissed easily. Too in this OrganizaUon, is testament to its status, and
many resPonsible jurists, includ1ng many Canadians, inquiries of the kind we suggest would not detract one
are members of this organization for the seriousness whit from "that status. Butthe continued refusal to per
of its efforts and its conclusions to be doubted. mit inquiries will detract profoundly from that other
109. I am well aware that, on 31 October last, in a status it no ddtibt wishes to maintain, that is, the status
statement to ,the Budapest branch of the Rungarian of a member of the family ofnations whose good name
Socialist Workers' Party, Mr. Jl1nos K4d4r, the First in its treatment of its own people in the protection of
Secretary of the Central Committee, officially denied their human rights is now unde;r a veryJark cloud.
these allegations. But we are equally aware that official 1~5. My delegation, asa co-sponso1"ofthe draft reso
denials would be the natural response of the Govern!'" lution on Hungl!ty, will therefore support any reason
ment and that it would be naive to have expeoted it to able measures to encourage the Government of Hungary
give any otber statement. to co-operate in these efforts to avoid interference
110. Surely what is needed here are not denials but with the spirit of this new phase of international re
some gesture that would help dissipate this cloud of lations affecting all states today. We sincerely-";hope
angry suspicion that I'OW has begun again to cover the that the alleged events, harmful to the goodname of the
relations of Hungary f!nd many Member states. My Government of Hungary in its treatment Of young of
delegation def3ires only' to see that the minds of decent fenders, are not taking place as reported throughout
people evez:,-rWherel',can somehow or othel be satisfied the world. But we cannot be Guntentwith a silence that
that charges of this nature that have been made and may imply damaging admissions. It is for the Govern..
referred to in the United Nations:iRepresentative's ment of Hungary to move' all of us from ~uspicion to
report are baseless and that the GoVernment of Hun..;, satisfaction, from a sense of distress to a knowledge
ga:w;y, inthe proper exercise of its ownpolitical powers, that puts conscience to restO
is behaving no differently than might be expectedof any 116. Mr. ORTONA (Italy): 'I('\Hungarianquestion i~
other State faced with normal questic;-ns of the main- being ccmsidered once again 1... jhe General Assembly.
tenance of pub~ic order. This. ,new debate is indef~pa\isedby the great mis-
111. In my Government's opinion, the only way that givings and profound fee',.., ...igs' still existing about the
the Government of Hungary could possibly satisfy situation in Hungary~';8nd which are wide-spread in
sympathetic observers who do not wish to remainfor- world public opinion. From all indications "at our dis
ever suspicious of the Government of Hungary is to posal, the r6gim.e of repression in Hungary, far from
permit some type of inquiry, whether by the United c.~asing, continues and still imposes.ontheunfortunate
Nations or by any other acceptable agency. H:\1ngarian people a heavyburdenof sorrow. The report

olthe United Nations'Hepresentative is eloquent evi'"
112. Our insistence on due acceptance bythe Govern- dence of this situation.
ment of Hungary of those resolutions of the Assembly
that have regularly, since 1956, inVited the co-opera
tion of Hungary in such inquiries does not preclude the
po~sibnlty of other devices being employed if they
could elicit impartial information· that would satisfy
those of us who are now deeply distressed by these
charges. ~urely, the Government of Hungary is con
cerned with its own good name in the world arid in the
United Nations. Surely, it woUld want to set at rest the
"i'ising volume of distressed concern that now(,')ler:'
meates the attitude of many Member States towp.rns it,
with particular reference to these new o~~ar~,,)con
cerning the trials and possible executions of young
people for aIle-gad political crimes.

113. Would A;t not be possible for the Government of
Hungary to bivlte the International Red Cross or some
similar non-governmental religious or charitable
organization to mllke appropriate inquiries and report
back to the Press of the world in .such a way as to put
to rest once and for all the suspicions and allegations

,
'.\
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Hungary? His visit there would have offered suitable
means to the present Hungarian authorities to showthat
the fears and preoccupations expressed in this As
sembly were unfounded. In fact, we are grievedto note
that this is not the case andthat there has nut been any
convincing evidence to show us that the course initiated
in 1956, with the chain of exceptional eve:lts which
amazed the world, has been reversed.

124. Notwithstanding the denial of any facilities to Sir
Leslie Munro, his report covers a lot of ground and
appears absolutely impartial. The facts exposed in it
speak for themselves. It is true, as Sir Leslie M~nr(J

recalls, that the hope for the withdrawal of SOViet
forces seemed possible in October 1956. It is also true
that, and I quote from his report:

"Trials and executions in the past year have not
attracted the world-wide attention that was focused
on the fate of Imre Nagy, Ptil Mal6ter and other
Hungarian patriots in June 1958. If [A/4304, para. 22.]

But it is also known that some of the outstanding in
tellectuals of the country, as well as other patriots of
all ages, andwe fear ofyoung generations, are awaiting
trial.

125. This has been also recently and openly statedby
a spokesman of the Hungarian Government, Minister
Gyaros, to a British correspondent, when he said that
some trials of a political character were still under
way and some death penalties have been carriedout. It
is also known that legal procedures iI~ Hungary are still
summary and that the whole structur.e of the legal
system is not normal. However, it is not only the
existence of so much sorrow and grief in Hungary that
prompted Sir Leslie Munro not to follow his earlier
idea of resigning his mandate. In his decision he has
been inspired and guided by the thought that it would be
in the. interest of the Hungarianpeople-andthe follow
ing are Sir Leslie Munro's words-and in accordance
with the purport of the General Assembly's resolutions
that he be allowed to bring about "an amelioration of
the i'\)lationship between the Organization and the
present Hungarian authoritles" [ibid., para. 15].

126. Our purpose is the same: the worldhas the right
to kll0W and the duty to go on appealing to the Hungarian
authorit!es in the hope that human sufferings be alle
viated and that the great oppression should cease. In
this context, we feel that a proclamation of a general
amnesty would prove somewhat that the situation in
Hungary is developing towards some measure offree
dom and justice. An amnesty of this kind, carried out
in earnest, would only be in line with what this As
sembly has been trying to achieve for years; t.llat is, to
spare human sufferings and restore the situation to
normalcy.

127. My delegation has joined other delegations in
sponsoring the draft resolution which is before this
Assembly. Our purpose is not to recriminate or to
resume the cold war; it is the moral duty to reassert
the fundamental principles of the Charter of the United
Nations. As an Italian, I should like to add that friend
ship towards Hungary an~" the Hungarian people is a
tradition in my country, ailtl that we are really anxious
to see the Hungarian nation take once agairi its rightfUl
place amongst the peace-loving countries of the world.
And as far as the spirit of Camp David is concerned,
that was and still is our inspiration. It can only be said
that a gesture of goodwill by the Hungarian authorities
and of consideration on their part ofthe resolutions of

no word in it. What was and still is at Eltake is not a
domestic situation in Hungary, and what we are doing
here now is certainly not interference in the fnternal
affairs of a Member state. Everyone, no doubt,recog'"
nizes that, without a minimum standard of behaviour
and a minimum compliance with the wishes expressed
by the international community, the prerequisites of
real peace are missing, and constructive co-operation
among nations is not possible.

119. Some delegations have maintained in the course
of our debate th&.t to qeal with this question at the
present time would hamper the efforts nowbeing made
in order to lessenthe international tension and to inject
an element of controversy into the spirit of Camp
David.

120. My delegation is fully aware of these newtrends
in the international political arena, and I wish to state
nere very firmly that Italy favours, in all possible
ways,. an improvement of the international atmosphere.
We hope for it, and we ate ready to do what we can in
order to see this materialize. But this is not the
problem. The problem is the same as the one which was
tragically brought to our attention in 1956, and all along
since then. In other words, the problem remains in the
same terms as I tried to formulate it in my interven
tion last year, when I said:

"To insist on our resolntions is not a cold war or
power politics; what we have at heart, above aU, is
the lot of the Hungarian people•••• This must be our
main purpose, the reason for our debates, the sense
and significance of our resolutions." [786thmeeting,
para. 170.]

121. In fact, what we have before us today is one more
appeal to the USSR and to Hungary to allow that the
decision of this Assembly tah9 its proper course. It
would be a patent omission on our part to ignore the
historical background of the active intervention of the
Soviet Union in the situation in Hungary. This has been
openly confirmed by recent statements emanatingfrom
Soviet authorities at the highest level. These state~

ments, and I refer inparticular to what Mr. Iqtrushchev
said in BUdapest on 2 December, have touchedupon the
presence of Soviet troops in Hungary and upon the
reasons for their recent action in that country. I might
add here that such references have actually been made
with striking candour when itwas said that the Russian
interests to block certain trends in that country date
as far back as 1848. Naturally we cannot endorse in
silence such an attitude.

122. With regard to the partplayedby andthe respon
sibility of the Hungarian authorities, may I point out
that the very resolution which was passed [resolution
1312 (XII!)] appointing Sir Leslie Munro as United
Nations Representative with "the purpose of reporting
to Member States or to the General Assembly on sig
nificant developments relatingto the implementation of
the Asseml>1y resolutions" offered to the said authori
ties a great opportunity. In fact, what more significant
development could Sir Leslie Munro have reported than
that the situation in that country had been restored to
normalcy?

123. We are told by the Hungarian authorities that
there is nothing exceptional in the internal situation in
Hungary and that the presence of foreign troops on
Hungarian soil is merety due to the ill1plenlentation of
the Warsaw Treaty. But if this is so, why prevent Sir
Leslie Munro even from crossing the frontier of
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the General Assembly would be the best stimulant for
that spirit. Compliance with the hopes and requests of
the United Nations would help lessen international ten
sion and would prove to the world that the Assembly
has not acted in vain in trying to bring back Hungary to
new standards of political morality in the community
of peace-loving nations.

128. Prince ALY KHAN (Pakistan): The delegationof
Pakistan was one of the sponsors of resolution 1312
(XIII) by which Sir Leslie Munro was appointed United
Nations Representative on Hungary. Sir Leslie Munro
has endeavouredwith great calm, patience, tenacity and
good sense, to caTry out the responsibilities assignedto
him by that resolution, in 11 spirit of devoted loyalty to
its terms and to the Purposes and Principles of the
Charter; and we owe to him a debt of profound grati-.,.
tude.
129. If he has not thus far been altogether successful
in his mission, it is only because ofthe circumstances
entirely beyond his control, and in particular, the re
fusal of the Soviet Union and the Hungarian authorities
to comply in any way with the terms of the resolution
or to co-operate with the United Nations Representa
tive. It is not the United Nations or its Representative
who have failed in this matter; it is~ather those Mem
bers of t~e Organization who have failedto collaborate
in the application and fulfilment of resolutions of the
General Assembly.

130. But we refuse to be discouraged. We reject
cynicism and defeatism, and we venture to express the
hope that both the Soviet Union and the Hungarian
authorities will alter their present adamant stand and
will now extend with regard to Hungary that co-opera
tion which has hitherto been lacking. In this event, we
should be among the first to acclaim this new evidence,
particularly with regard to the Soviet Union, of a truly
sincere desire to contribute to peace and harmony
among nations.

131. Resoilltions of the General Assembly are not
considered lightly. They are not passed lightly, andthey
should not be taken lightly by any Member of the
United Nations. It is our view that worldptiPlw opinion,
as expressedthrough Assembly resolutions, is a vitally
important factor for world peace, and we consider it
axiomatic that every Member ofour Organization has a
profound obligation to accept the judgement of wol'1d
opinion and comply with the terms of Assembly resolu
tions, whether or not those terms are altogether to its
liking.

132. The issue before us is not only one involving
compliance or non-compliance with Assembly resolu
tions; n('1' do we lookupon the question of Hungary as a
cold war issue in any sense of the term. On the con
trary, this question has nothing to do with the so
called cold war·. What is involved is a very fundamental
issue of human rights-in this case, the denial of human
rights to the people of Hungary. In our opinion, there
are no more important pl'ovisions of our Charter than
those concerning human rights and fundamental free
doms.

133. The delegation of Pakistan has always consist
ently supported and will continue to support measures
which have as their aim the restoration ofthose rights
and freed(,ms to 8:11y people anywhere who are being
denied them. The facts in the Hungarian situation are
very simple and very clear. The Hungarianpeople are
living under a severe repressive r6gime supportedby

a foraign Pow~r, and their human rights and funda
mental freedo:qls are still systematically being denied
them.

134. In these circumstances, the United Nations would
clearly be derelict in its duty not only to the unfortunate
people of Hungary but also to all mankind if it failed
now to call attention once more to this tragic situation,

.and. to take such action as it can to help alleviate their
plight.

135. For these reasons, the delegation of Pakistan
has .again joined this year with a number of other
delegations in sponsoring a draft resolution on the
question of Hungary. This draft resolution now before
the Assembly for consideration is the very least that
we can do. I hope and trust, therefore, that it will
receive the Assembly's overwhelming approval and
that it will be accorded a greater and more loyal spirit
of co-operation by those most directly concerned, so
that the continuing task of the United Nations Repre
sentative will be facilitated and no longer thwarted by
them.

136. Mr. BUDO (Albania) (translated from French):
In view of the favourable atmosphere which has
generally characterized the debates ofthe prfesent ses
sion and the satisfactory results obtained on a number
of important points, such as the resolutions on dis
armament. and the cessation of nuclear weapons tests,
the delegations to this Assembly thought, until qUite
recently, that the United Nations was goingto finish its
important work this year in a spirit thatwould be more
wholesome and more in harmony with the Purposes and
Principles ofthe Charter, which entrusts the Organiza
tion with the noble task of co-ordinating the efforts of
all countries to maintain international peace and
security and to develop friendly relations and co
operation among States in the interests of the whole
human race. Unfortunately, certain influential circles
in the United states deliberately chose that very mo
ment to disturb this atmosphere and prevent us from
finishing our work in harmony with the splrit and the
letter of the Charter; once again, towards the end of
the fourteenth session,as at previous sessions of the
General Assembly, they have brought up the shop-worn
and stale old item, the "Question of Hungary", which is
just an invention for the needs of a shameful cause. And
so, fOllowing a course which utterly disregards the
rules of procedure of the General Assembly and 1s\ln
flagrant violation of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the
Charter, these influential circles SUddenly broughj;, up
the so-caUed question of Hungary in order to continue
their systematic interference in affairs lyingwithin the
domestic jurisdictionof the Hungarian People'6 Repub
lic, as well as to stir up the cold war and divert the
attention of the United Nations from the vital problems
directly involved in the protection of international
peace and security, peaceful coexistence and co-opera
tion among States with different r6gimes. They hadkept
it in reseryefor a specific purpose andhave forced the
United Nations to launch once again intI') this futile
debate which cannot but impede the relaxation of inter
national tension and harm United Nations prestige in
the eyes of the world.

137. What, indeed, are the reasons which could. justify
the debate which is now taking place at the end of, and
is even prolonging, the fourteenth session? Have any
important and urgent events of concern to the United
Nations really occurred in the Hungarian People's
Ilepubl1c which would justify the inclusion of a new
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150. All these hostUe attempts, libels and attacks of
all kinds that have bei,n directed against the Hungarian
People's Republic by every means, including so-called
special committees, special representatives and even
other special procedures and services, are obviously
doomed to failure.

151. Having survivedthe terrible ordeal forced upon it
by the international r6actionaries and having crushed
the counter-revolution for ever, the Hungarian people
are now living a free and hard-working life and are
devoting all their efforts to the building of socialism

144. There would be no point in making a detailed
review of the events which occurred in Hungary in
October and November 1956. It is an incontrovertible
fact, of which everyone is aware, that, in order to sub
jugate Hungary, re-establish the fascist r~gime of
Horthy and his associates and make the country a base
for aggression against the other socialist countries,
imperialist circles in certain Western countries,
particularly in the United states of America, used a
handful of reactionaries in Hungary topave the way for
the counter-revolution in every possible way-by the
most unbridled propagarAda, as well a", by bribery,
sending weapons to Hun~,ry, spying, training special
contingents in West Germany, etc.

145. As everyone knows, this counter-revolutionary
uprising, organized and supported bythe imperialists,
was a complete failure. The Hungarian people and its
revolutionary Government composed of Hungarian
workers and peasants completely crushedthe counter
revolution with the brotherly aidofthe Soviet Union and
other socialist countries.

146. It is clear that, by responding to-the Hungarian
Government's appeal and coming to the assistance of
the Hungarian people, the Soviet Union and its army
fulfilled their obligations under the \Varsaw Treaty of
1955. In so doing, the Soviet Union carried out a
brotherly duty in harmony with the international sol
idarity of the proletariat, on which relations between
socialist countries are based. In aiding its Hungarian
brothers to crush the counter-reVOlution, the Soviet
army not only helpedthe Hungarianpeople to defend the
people's democracy and its revolutionary aims, but
also, by preventing Hungal'Y from becoming a danger
ous hotbed of war anda spring-boardfor aggression in
the very centre of Europe, it rendered an invaluable
service to the defence of the other people's democra
cies and to the cause of European andworld peace. All
peace-loving peoples, particularly those of the people's
democracies, are deeply grateful to ~t.

147. At previous sessions, we have already had the
opportunity to point out that the accusations against the
Hungarian People's Republic are fallacious and un
founded. The allegations contained in the present report
are pure libels or concern matters which lie exclu
sively within the competence of the Government of the
Hungarian People's Republic.

148. The Question of Soviet troops being stationed in
Hungary is -a matter which-as the representative ofthe
Hungarian People fg Republic has already stated very
clearly -concerns oll\ly the Hungarian People's Repub
lic and the other signatories of the Warsaw Treaty.

149. Moreover, the Soviet Union, as clearly statedby
the representative of that country, haa made concrete
proposals on the,sub,ect which have elicited no re
sponse f.rom the Western Powers.

!

, _.'-"-,-,,:-:,,-- '~-_.'--.'-----~-'-'-'

item in our agenda, in accordance with the rules of
procedure, with a view to its discussion andthe adop
tion of relevant measures?

lSB, The facts are that nothing of theldndhas occur
red and that now, as at previous sessions, the same
tactics, the same motives and the same provocative
intentions are at the bOttom of a debate Which is fOl"CH.ng
the United Nations to continue again at this session to
meddle in the internal affairs of a Member state in
flagrant 'Violation of the fundamental principles of the
Charter.

139. My delegation strongly protests against such
dastardly attempts to interfere in the internal affairs
of a sovereign State, It is high tlmefor our Organiza
tion to __end, once and for all, the cynical manamvring
which is intended to divert it from the path laid down
for it by the Charter and draw it into a dangerous
course, where it may well worsen relations between
states.

140. The real instigators ofthese manmuvres, having
failed in their attempts at previous sessions to use
their tool, the so-called Special Committee whose
deplorable record is only too well known, for the same
purpose, have replaced it by an illegal resolution that
was forced on the twelfth session of the General As
sembly and by a representative who was intended to
serve the samepurpose, that isto say, to keep the door
open on the so-called question of Hungary, so that they
could continue to use the Uidted Nations as a forum for
intervening in the internal ~airs of a sovereign state.

141. The way-a somewhat dubious one, to say the
least-in which this so-called question was submitted
for inclusion in the agenda of the present..4ession, the
means employed and the efforts made to ensure its
inclusion, and the objections of several delegations to
it, both in the GeneralCommitteea..lldinplenary meet
ing, reveal the speciousness of the question and the
difficulties encountered by its sponsors in presenting
an imaginary andnon-existentproblem as an important
and urgent one.

142. The author or authors ofthe report, which is now
under discussion, have followed the same rules as their
predecessor, the Special Committee, andha1Te libelled
the Hungarian People's Republic andthe Soviet Union in
the same way. This hollow-sounding report thus con
tains nothing new and merely repeats the previous lies
and attacks. The· same arguments are repeated again
and again: trials that are alleged to be taking place in
the Hungarian People's Republic under a judicial sys
tem which is not to the taste of the authors of the
report, troops stationedon Hungarian soil, the desire of
the so-called United Nations Representative to continue
his work and so 'On.

143. The contents of the report, and the fabrications,
the libels and cynical remarks it contains regarding the
Hungarian People's Republic reflect once again the real
reaSons for such reports andthe aims oftheir authors;
they are evidence of the obvious hate and hostility of
certain Western circles towards the socialist r~gime in
l!ttngary, which has been established and is resolutely
defended by the Hungarian people. Such expressions
reflect the rage felt in those circles as they see with
increasing clarity that, after the failure of their i11
starred attempt to restore the former capitalist r~gime
in Hungary by force, the Hungarian people, under the
leadership of its Government, are making great strides
towards progress and prosperity. '
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in their country. Under the leadership oftheir Govern
ment and their workers' socialist party, which enjoy
increasingly solid support, the Hungarian people have
recently been achieving great successes in all fields.
The remarkable results of the elections to the National
Assembly, held in November of last year, reveal the
Hungarian people's determination to strengthen their
democracy and also prove their deep attachment to
socialism. . .
152. The Hungarian People's Republic is ll1aking
steady progress in its economic l\nd culturw.l develop
ment. Thanks to the determination and devotion of the
masses under the leadership of their Government, and
to the fraternal and disinterested assistance of the
Soviet Union and other socialist countries, the Hun
garian economy which, three years ago, had been
paralysed owing to the damage caused by the counter
revolutionary uprising, has now fully recovered.

153. Industry and a~:t1Cul~.~ have revived, and pro
duction has even increased. The level of living has
rapidly improved. By the end of 1957, both production
and the level oflivingofthe vast majority of the people
had regained and even surpassed the 1955 level. Total
indu.strial output is increasing every year. The second
five-year plan, which covers the' period 1960-1965,
opens wide horizons for the further development ofthe
country.
154. Many delegations of officials, tourists,hundreds
of politicians, scientists, journalists and the like who
have visited Hungary have spoken with admiration of
the situation there and the successes achieved by the
Hungarian people. In his last speech duringthe general
debate. in the Assembly, when he invited all Membel's
of the General Assembly to visit Hungary, the Mintste:r
for Foreign Affairs ofthe Hungarian People's Republic
stated that any Member of the Assembly might go to
Hungary whenever he wished "prOVided that he under
takes this· trip of his own accord and not as a mission
on the basis of a resolution hostile to the Hungarian
People's Republic" [820th meeting, para. 150].

155. Although they failed in Hungary and in other
socialist countries, certain imperialist circles in the
United states and other Western countries are. still
playing their dangerous game of interference and sub
version directed against the socialist countries.

156. Since the end of the Second World War, the
People's Republic of Albania has" been one of the
people's democracies which has borne the brunt
of their provocations and hostile machinations.

157. At previous sessions, my delegation has pre
sented the Assembly with irrefutable evidence and
documentation of many cases of interference in
Albania's internal affairs, as well as acts of subversion
and violation of its integrity and sovereigntyby certain
Western Powers, especially the United states of
America.

158. All possible means have been used for this pur
pose, such as violent propaganda campalgns, par
ticularly broadcasts of "Radio Free Europe" and the
"Voice of America", official declarations ofthe United
states Department of State, violations of territorial
integrity and air space, infiltration of spies and diver
sionary agents, sabotage and all types of subversive
activity'. We do not propose to take up the time of the
General Assembly by reverting to these facts or by
citing subsequent incidents. However,my delegation

oannot keep from mentioning one recent fact which
constitutes, to say the least, an act of interference in
the internal affairs of my country.

159. Every year, on the occasionofAlbania's national
independence day, that is, on 28 November, the United
States Department of'St~te if)lsUe~ tUlta.teD).e~twhichis

a deliberate act of int~'derence inthe CO\ll1try's internal
affairs and a threat to the sovereignty of the People's
Republic of Albania•

160. Once again this year, on 28 November, that is,
only ten days ago, the United states Department of
State issued a statement in whioh it said, inter alia:

"This important event in the long and courageous
struggle of the Albanianpeople for national existence.
haa particular significance to all free peoples at a
time wb.en the Albanian nation is subjected to Soviet
domination. The Government andpeople ofthe United
states look with sympathy andunderstandinguponthe
aspirations of the Albanian people for national in
dependence and' full enjoyment of human rights and
freedoms. "11

161. Thus, despite the signs of a relaxation of inter
national tension, the Unitedstates Department ofstate.
in clinging to its policy of the cold war and of open
hostility to the people and Government of Albania., has
not, this year either, hesitated to make a statement
which constitutes a flagrant violationofthe elementary
principles governing relations between· sovereign
states as well as of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the
Charter under whichthe Members ofthe UnitedNations
are obHged to refrain from intervening in matters
which are essentially within the domsetic jurisdiction
of any state.

162. The delegation of the People's Republic of Al
bania, on instruotlons from its Government, once again

. most strongly protests against such intolerable acts of
the United states Department Qf state and asks for an
end of these ~an(Buvres, which are contrary to the
letter and spirit of the Charter and to the generally
recognized principles of international law. The Al
banian people indignantly and scornfully rejects this
slander, this crude interference by the United states
Department of state.

163. These machinations of the Uilited States author
ities can be explainedbythe fact that certab). influential
circles in the United states,blindedbytheb'll~tred for
the socialist countries, are unable to control them
selves and to ref:rldn from engaging in activities with
out precedent in thelli~ory of international relations.

164~ It might even be saidthat, inthe case of Albania,
certain politicians, obsessed by the glory ofbelonging
to a great Power, are beyond themselves with rage
because all their hostile attempts, in partioular all
their provocations, are brOUght to nought by the un
yielding and firm position of the little People's Repub
lic of Albania. its people and its Gov~,:tntnent.

165. Those gentlemen, whoever they may be, should
be reminded that, although Albania is a small country,
its people are .none the less proudof it, and of ita his
tory of age-old struggle for freedom and independen~e,

and of the people's r6gime which it createdby dint of
its heroic battles against the occupation forces in the
Second World War, the Italian fascists andthe German
nazis, whose ranks had been swelled by the same

!I Quoted in English by the speaker.
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Albanian war criminals, the same gang of traitors to
their country, which the United States has rounded up
and enlisted in the hope that they can be used again
against the Albanian people.

166. Like all the peoples ofthe socialist countries, the
Albanian people do not want the freedom and independ
ence being offered by the United States imperialists;
they have had enough of that kind of freedom and
independence in the past, and experience has taught
them, among other things, to be vignant and to de~end

their conquests, their freedom andtheir independence.
The Albanian people are not alone, and they will, to
gether with their powerful and loyal friends, be capable,
as in the past, of defendingtheir conquests, their free
dom, their independence and their democratic rllgime,
regardless ofwhat Western imperialist circles may do.

167. The relations between the People's Republic of
Albania and the Soviet Union, as well as the relations
among all the socialist countries, are based on the
principle of sovereign equality, on mutual confidence
and respect and on friendship and mutual aid. It is on
the basis of those relations and primarily as a result
of the unselfish assistance of the Soviet Union that the
People's Republic of Albania has been so successful in
its economic, political and cultural development. The
frie;Jdly relations and the unfaiUng solidarity of the
socialist countries are a sure guarantee of their in
dependence and security and of world peace.

168. The action of the State Department is only one
example of the lack of respect on the part of certain
United States quarters for the most rudimentary
standards underlying relations between States and of
their hatred for the socialist countries. Many other
cases could be mentioned and, without going too far
afield, we might refer to the so-calledCaptive Nations
Week proclaimed by high officials in the UnitedStates
last July,at the very time when the Foreign Ministers
of the -great Powers were meeting at Geneva.

169. _The' PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): May
I make an appeal to the representative of Albania? The
Chair is very reluctant to make such appears, but in
order to preserve the dignity of the debate and to en
sure that it does not stray from the subject under dis
cussion, I feel that I must, in all courtesy, make this
observation to him. I was waiting for him to fbdsh
alluding to a matter which has no bearing upon or no
direct connexion with the subject we are discussing, but
since he is expatiating on that matter at undue length
I would ask him to confine his remarks to the item
under discussion.

170. The representative of Albania-may continue his
statement.

171. Mr.BUDO (Albania) (translated from French):
We are talking about an issue which, in fact, was
"fabricated" fOl' the purpose 1)f intervening in the af
fairs of a sovereign State. I have merely presented

_arguments to prove that it is the policy of the _United
States to continue to interfere in. the affairs of other
countries, and, since that policy applies to my own
country, I could n"t keep silent. In any event, -I have
said all that I want to say about Albania. - -

172. United States interference has not-been confined
solely to the socialist countries; it has also been
directed against other countries which have refusedto
yield to the policy and upholdthe ~nterestsof the United
States.

~.~.".-.:_-'-~-..---.-,,-'--~----------''-'-------' -

173. Certain imperialist circles are do~ng their ut
most to aggravate tensi\:.,r in Asia andthe Far East and
to promote subversive and miutary activities by cer
tain aggressive blocs. That is the case with the Occupa
tion of foreign territories by UnitedStates troops as in
South Korea and Taiwan, and in South Viet-Nam and
Laos, a situation which is jeopardizing peace in those
areas.

174. In the debates on the various agenda items, both
in plenary meetings and in the Committees, many c1ele
gations have expressed optimism regarding the pros
pects in store for mankind in the new international
atmosphere. A great many delegations have expressed
gratification at the exchange of visits between the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the SO\Tiet
Union,·Mr. Khrushchev, and the President of the
United States, Mr. Eisenhower, and have regardedthe
present political juncture as a major turning point
pregnant with hope for the strengthening of peace.
There can be no doubt that this hope reflects the sin
cere desire of all peoples of the world that the cold
war policy and the danger of another conflict will be
permanently eliminated.

175. The United Nations can and must playa very
important part in the efforts to improve the inter
national situQtion and establish relations of good
neighbourliness and co-operation between nations in
their mutual interest. Unfortunately, experience shows
that the United Nations has allowed itselfto be diverted
froIn the role conferred upon it by the peoples of the
world and, in~tead of promoting a relaxation of inter
national tensions, has been converted into a forum of
the cold war, as is the case in the present debate.

176. The so-called question of Hungal'j is IP;..rt of the
cold war arsenal and can only revive international
tension and prevent the United Nations from contribu
ting to the peaceful settlement of outstanding inter
national problems and the establishment of relations
of peaceful coexistence and co-operation among nations
in accordance with the PurpO$_~S and Principles of the
Charter. My delegation considers that it is high time
for the United Nations to dispose of this non-existent
problem once and for all andto reject the draft, rssolu
tion submitted to the Assembly.

177. DATO' KAMJ:L (Federation of Malaya): Once
again the question of Hqngary comes up for debate in
the General Assenibly. The report ofthe United Nations
Representative on Hungary conveys to us the sadtidings
that the Soviet Union and the Hunge.rian authorities
have continued to refuse bluntly to co-operate withthe
United _Nations in its efforts to achieve the objectives
embodied in its many resolutions arising from the
tragic events in Hungary in 1956.

178. During its thirteenth session, the General As
sembly was confronted with the same situation and, by
resolution 1312 (XIII) which was adopted by fln over
whelming majority, it deplored the continued refusal of
the Soviet Union and the Hungarian authorities to aV'ail
the United Nations of their co-operation. The General
Assembly further deploredthe continuing repression in
Hungary of the fundamental rights of the -Hungarian
people and of their freedom of political expression
under the shadow of the continuing presence of Soviet
armed forces,and called upon the Soviet Union and the
Hungarian authorities to desist from such repression.
By the same re$olution, the GeneI-~1Assembly declared
that the United Nations would continue to be seized of
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the situation in Hungary, and inthis respect decided to
appoint Sir Leslie Munro as the, United Nations Repre
sentative to report on significant de'velopments relating
to the implementation of the Assembly resolutions on
Hungary.

179. This resolution speaks for itself and in view of
the world-wide attention that has been focused on the
Hungarian question, I need hardly recall the tragic
circumstances and events that have motivatedthe adop
tion by the General Assembly of this and previous
resolutions on the issue.

180. My delegation would like to express, at this
juncture, its appreciation to Sir Leslie Munro, the
United Nations Representative on Hungary, for his
patient efforts to enter into consultations with the
Soviet Union and the Hungarian authorities. We are
satisfied that he has explored all possible avenues that
might lead him to open discussionwith the appropriate
authorities with the vi,ew to implementing the resolu
tions of the General Assembly. That these attempts
eventually turned out to be of no avpjl is certainly not
the fault of Sir Leslie Munro himself. Indeed, I venture
to submit that his untiring efforts in this regard merit
the appreciation of th~ General Assembly.,
181. My delegation views with great concern the fact
that, despite the many resolutions adopted by this As
sembly and the repeated appeals made to them by the
nations of the world in the forum ofthe United Nations
for the implementation 'of the objectives ofthese reso
lutions, the Soviet Union and' "\e Hungarian authorities
have not changed their attitude. They continue to deny
the legality of the General Assembly resolutions onthe
issue and by the same token persist in challenging the
validity of the office of the United Nations Representa
tive on Hungary.

182. My delegation cannot but take the view that such
an attitude as' adopted by the Soviet Union and the
Hungarian authorities constitutes no less than a flag
rant defiance of the conscience of humanity which has
found expression in the resolutions in question. Such an
attitude would greatly impair the efficacy of this Or
ganization for the ideals which we are pledgedto pro
mote, and, indeed, make a mockery of it as ,the symbol
of mankind's efforts to preserve the fundamental rights
of peoples and individuals and to further the cause of
international harmony and peace.

183. The authorities concerned have tried to justify
'their stand on the grounds that the Hungarian issue is a
matter essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of
Hungary. It may be :recalled that the United Nations
became seized of the question as a result of the inter
vention of the armed forces of the Soviet Union in the
Hungarian uprising of 1956 for the purpose of re
establishing a r6gime that had been overthrown by a
spontaneous uprising. No one can doubt the competence
and the right of the General Assemblyto be concerned
with such a situation which involved foreign military
intervention against a people, a situation which con
stituted a threat to international peace and security.

184. Furthermore, the repressive measures taken
against the Hungarianpeople subsequent to the military
intervention, such as the imposition of a r6gime against
the wishes of the people, the mass deportations of
Hungarians to the Soviet Union, andthe mass trials and
executions of Hungarian patriots, constitute a violation
of humanrights andfundamental freedoms as enshrined
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

185. My delegation has consistently taken the view
that, while the principle of non-intervention in the
internal affairs of any state must be upheld, any issue
which involves a violation of the principles enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations andthe Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and which might be a
threat to international peace and harmony, cannot be
claimed as exclusivf"ly an internal problem.

186. I emphasized this principle when Ihadthe privi
lege of making my statement in the debate on the
question of Tibet less than two months ago; the Hun
garian question being, as it is, basically similar in
nature to the Tibetan issue, I deem it incumbent upon
my delegation to repeat this point. It is not on Tibet
and Hungary t=llone that my delegation has applied this
liberal interpretation of Article 2, paragraph 7, ofthe
United Nations Charter. Our stand on the question of
Algeria and the question of race conflict in South
Africa will bear witness to this. As I stated in my
statement on the question of Tibet, in respect of this
principle:

"It is our contention that any systematic violation
of human rights andfundamantal freedoms in any part
of the world, by whichever nation, great or small,
Eastern or V/estern, cannot be morally justified and
is a matter of which the United Nations must be
seized." [831st meeting, para. 15.],

I have taken this opportunity to rectt.U my own state
ment because I feel it important to make our position
on this issue clear of all doubts.

187. Coming back now to the report of the United
Nations Representative, my delegation notes with re
gret and concern the following statement:

"In the course of the p~st year, no evidence has
been forthcoming of any basic change in the Hun
garian situation which would warrant relaxation by
the United Nations of its continued attention to the
pt· Jblem. " [A/4304. para. 19.]

188. There has been no evidence of any compliance
with the terms of General Assembly resolution 1312
(XIII) which called upon the Soviet Union and the
Hungarian authorities to desist from repressive

,measures against the Hungarian people and to respect
the liberty and political independence of Hungary and
the Hungarian people's enjoyment of fundamental
human rights and freedoms. Soviet forces have re
mained in the country iI contrary to the requests of the
General Assembly for their withdrawal. The United
Nations Repr~Bentatiye has gathered sufficient in
formation from reliable sources to indicate the
continuance of trials and imprisonment of prominent
Hungarians for allegedly conspiring to overthrow the
Government, and of a large group of young people
accused' of political crimes committedin1958. Reports
of imminent possibility of further executions have also
gained currency recently and. Viewed against the back
ground of recent trials and executions, such reports
are already caus~ngwide-spread alarm and concern.

189. I shall not go into the details of the continued
repression of the Hungarian people by the present
authorities of Hungary. These are well covered in the
report of the United Nations Representative.

190. What is clear from the report is the inescapable
conclusion that the Hungarianpeop:a are still subjected
to measures of repression and to constant fear. And,
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views on the crushing of Hungarian sovereignty by
foreign forces and myI the subsequent martyrdom to
which the Hungarian people were subjected f/.)r the
crime of having set more value upon their beliefs and
their freedom than upon their own lives.

197. At the present stage, what we have to do is to
decide our attitude towards the fact that the United
Nations Representative has been unable fully to dis
charge his task, because the Government of Hungary
has not only failed to provide him with the necessary
inforlI)ation but has not even allowed him to cross the
frontiers of its territory. In' spite of this, he hilS been
able to collect evidence indicating that the position in
Hungary is far from having changed for the better.

198. There are thus two aspects to the ques,tion now
before us: first, non-compliance with the Assembly
resolutions; secondly, the continuance of a system
based on the denial of the most elementary human
Ilghts. '

199. With regard to the first aspect-non-com
pliance-my delegation believes that its gravity far
exceeds that of the concrete circumstances leadingup
to it. Not merely has it so far proved impossible to
carry out a specific inquiry orderedbythis Assembly;
what is also at stake is the moral authority of the
United Nations itself. ,For, if this procedure of ignoring
the dElcisions of our Organizationwere to spread, there
would no longer be any point in our meeting to adopt
resolutions' on any subject whatsoever. Organizations
with no armed force behind them depend, for their
effeptiveness in action, solely on the respect which
they inspire. If they are systematically treated with
disrespect, that respect turns into contempt, and it is
then but a very short step to their enfeeblement and
disappE:. ,.1.rance.

200. If~ therefore, we wish our decisions to carry
weight and inspire confidence, we cannot simply adopt
them and then disinterest ourselves in what happens
to them. We must follow them closely and ensure that
they are carried out. And if ltnyone opposes them, it
is likewise our duty to apply suitable sanctions. These
sanctions may be merely moral sanctions, since our
power is a moral one. But the fact that we cannot en
force our decisions does not mean that we should be
content with cynically shrugging our shoulders. We
must at least denounce any failure too carry out our
resolutions.

201.· In the present case, disobedience as to the sub
stance has been combined with discourtesy as to the
form. The United Nations Representative tells us, in
his report, tha,lwwritten communication addressedby
him to the Hun6arian Government's representative
with the United Nations, dated 14 May 1959, was
returned to him unanswered. It was returned through
the .;1ecretary-Genera.l of the United Nations. Now, the
gesture of returning a letter to the sender constitutes,
both at the personal and at the diplomatic level, a dis
courtesy the seriousness of which cannot be disguised;
and, in the present case, it is aggravated by the fact
that the person subjected to this affront not only has
been entrusted with a mandate by our Organizationbut
~lso is an internationally respectedfigure who hasbeen
President of this Assembly.

202. As for the second aspect, my delegation wishes
to draw special attention to those parts of the report
which refer to the present situation in Hungary. The
fact, already noted, that the United Nations Represen-

_..:.-_.--------~-"...;......;...

under the shadow of the continuing presence of Soviet
armed forces, their rights to the enjoyment of funda
mental freedoms and to political liberty and independ
ence continue to be denied to them. The persistent
refusal of the Soviet authorities to co-operate with the
United Nations towards the achieving of the objectives
of General Assembly resolutions pertaining to the
rights and freedoms of the Hungarian people provides
an eloquent confirmation of the conclusion to which I
have referred.

191. My delegation feels very strongly that, inview of
the continuing repression in Hungary, the United
Nations must continue to be seized of the situation. In
this regard, we would strongly urge the continuance of
the office of the United Nations Representative on
Hungary. It is to be hoped that the Soviet authorities
will by deeds translate into reality their often-declared
adherence to the "spirit of Camp David", thus truly
cont:r.i.buting to the. cause of international peace and
harmony which is the primary purpose of the United
Nations. Their co-operation with the United Nations in
regard to the Hungarian question will no doubt
strengthen the efficiency of this great Organizationfor
the furtherance of this purpose. The remark made by
the United Nations Representative in his report on this
point is a very pertinent one:

"It is evident that the purposes of the United
Nations are dependent for their achievement on the
loyal collaboration of Members with the O!"ganization
in the application and fulfilment of the resolutions of
the General Assembly." [A!4304, para. 2.]

192. In conclusion, I should like to state that, in the
light of the considerations which I have set out in this
statement, my delegation has decidedto co-sponsor the
draft resolution submitted to the Assembly.

193. Mr. AMADEO (Argentina) (translated from
Spanish): My delegation wishes to indicate briefly its
position on the question of Hungary.

194. Unfortunately, the circumstances in which we
begin discussion of this subject are, once again, no
more favourable than in previous years. In that con
nexion, the report ofthe United Nations Representative
is enlightening as regards the measures taken by the
Hungarian Government to prevent him from carrying
out the malldate conferred on him bythe Organization.
The position continues, therefore, to be one in which
the authorities of a Member state are refusingto give
effect to a legitimate resolution of this Assembly.

195. We do not believe it is n~cessary to restate our
country's attitude towards the events whiGb so dis
turbed world opinion four years ago. Final judgement
has already been passed upon them by the world's
conscience. Suffice it to say that the memory of the
events which took place in Hungary in October 1956 is
still as fresh in the minds ofmy country's people, and
of all the· free peoples of the world, as it was at the
time of their occurrence. We shall never be able to
forget those sad days when we were forced to witness
with heavy hearts the sacrifice of a people loyal to
traditions which have given them an honourable place
among the worthiest and most virile nations of the
earth.

196. There is no point in repeating now everything
that was said when the question came before the As
(:;\mbly for the first time. At that juncture, my delega
tion took occasion to make unmistakably clear its
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1;ativf) has not been allowedto enter Hungarian territory
necessarily limits the extent of the information em
bodied in that document. None the less, the report
contains matter indicative of the fact that there exist,
in Hungary, circumstances to which we cannot remain

.indifferent.

203. In this respect, we feel that the following clar...
ification is essential: if these circumstances in Hun
gary are of concern to us as representatives of states
and not only as human beings, that is mainly because
they have their origin in an episode of an international
nature.
204. Not all the systems prevailing in the world are to
our liking. But our unshakable loyalty to the principle
of non-intervention keeps us from interfering in them
so long as they are not foreign in origin and do not
endanger international·peace and security. We do not
believe that there can be any doubt as to the foreign
origin of the situation still prevailing in Hungary. For
this reason, and this reason alone, we consider that
the United Na.tions has the right and the duty to ex
amine it.

205. With this clarification, we pass to the facts,
mentioned in the report, and find, with deep regret,
that repressive measures are continuing or are now
three years after the event-being applied. We would
draw attention, in particular, to the carrying out oi
death sentences during this year andthe condemnation
of twenty-six accused persons to hard labour, the
shortest sentence being five years. We are distressed,
furthermore, by the information that the execution of
other death sentences is imminent.

206. We do'"lot wish to analyse the report in detail,
since all representatives are acqua!nted with it. Thf~

facts which we have just mentioned seem to us su~L

fieient justification for asserting that the Hungarian
people, as a result of an episode 0'1 an internatiol1al
nature, are still being deprived of thei,;r f:reedom u.nd
their rights.

207. The twenty-four Power draft resolution 011 the
subject under discussion represents, in view of the
circumstances on which we have just commenteti, the
minimum action which the United Nations can tflLke. It
simply deplores the continued disregard of Gcimeral
Assembly resolutions and calls upon the partiel!:J con
cerned to co-operate with the Unit~d Nations R;epre
sentative. We hope that this moderate language '11(111 be
~nterpreted, by those to whom it is addressed, not as
a sign of weakness but rather as the expression of an
inflexible desire that the Government of Hunlgary
should, by a decision freely taken, restore a r~(pme

compatible with the principles of the Charter whi(}h it
haQ sworn to observe, andwith standards whichenBlure
the dignified coexistence of human beings.

208. In accordance with that hope we shall vote in
favour of the draft resolution.

209. Mr. SHAHA (Nepal): My delegation, while spea,k
in~ on the question of Hungary on many previous 00
caSions, has made its position clear in relation to t\\1e
events that took place in Hungary in 1956 and the willY
in which this question, in our opinion, should be ap
proached. If I want to ;{'estate our position today, it is
because we feel that our stand on this question has til')
be reviewed from time to time in the light of curreD',t
developments that have the effect of reiaxingthe inter·,·
national tensions.

.. I'"

210. If we recall only for a momentthe state of world
public oIlinion at the time when those events took place,
we can easily find how deeply moved and disturbed were
the feelings of the peoples in many countries, and
particularly in the small countries like my own. The
struggle of Hungary became practically a symbol of
the sb:uggle of a small country against abig and power
ful nf;~lghbour to follow its own way of life and line of
thought in international politics. The aspirations, the
longi,ngs and the desires of a small country to live its
own life appeared to have been seriously tampered
witb. .

211. Hungary was a small country, independent, and
re('lognized as such at the time bythe rest of the world,
inc:lluding the Soviet Union. Again, Hungary had at the
tir/ne a government headed by the late Mr'. Imre Nagy,
a government which was recognized as the lawful and
effective government by the entire family of nations,
irlicluding the Soviet Union. The only fault of this gov
e':rnment, if that could be called a fault, was to d~mand,

h'l deference to popular wishes, the withdrawal of
f10reign troops from its territory and proclaim its
neutrality ill r·espect to the two milita,r)1' blocs in the
'IN'orld.

212. Now, in an hour of grave crisis in 1956, this
independent small country, through its lawful govern
ment of Imre Nagy, made a desperate appeal to the
United Nations to come to her assistance and save her.
My delegation felt that the United Nations must respond
to the appeal and do all it could to help Hungary. Our
stand was based on the realization that what had hap
pened to Hungary could happen to any oth~r srriall
country in the world. '(I

213. We know' that the United Nations remains yet to
be perfected as an instrument of protectinglegitimate
freedom and the interests of the small nations against
being encroached upon by the mighty and the rich. But
however imperfect an instrument the United Nations
may be, for this purpose it 1s the only one to which
small countries like mine can have recourse in times
of their trial and distress. The price Hungary had to
pay for the profession' of her neutrality' and freedom
had yet, in another way, a special significance and
meaning to a country like mine thatbelieves in a policy
of non-alignment and no military pacts of any kind and
seeks to pursue an independent foreignpolicy of judging
every international issue on its merit, without com"
mitting itself beforehand to any course of actionfor 01'
against anyone.

214. Tbis, of course, has nothing to dowithour ideo
logical inclinations and sympathies, which are only too
well indicated by our earnest efforts to set up. and
work out institutions of representative democracy.
Situated as we are betweenthe two vast land masseS of
Asian oiviJization, we, for our part, have always relied
for the maintenance of our freedom and security On the
steadfast and conscientious practice of what has now
become fashionable to call peaceful coexistence.

215. From our own experi~nce, I must say that our
reliance on thib principle has served us well enough,
since Nepal has survived as a sepa:rate and independent
entity throughout her' history, even In times of great
upheavals as a result of which empires rose and fell
on both sides of her. What would have become of us if
elther one ofOur two gr~at neighbours thought it neces
sary to ta1;e us under its protective wingfor whatever
the reasons maybe? Our faith in the principle of peace...
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ful coexistence as the very basis of our survival has
been reinforced by our own experience in history.

216. So great is our faith in self-reliance in this mat
ter that my Prime Minister, Mr. Koirala, who is a
great friend of India and has fought for India's in
dependence as ml,lch as for freedom in his own cou."1try,
reacted to Prime Minister Nehru's declaration that an
attack on Nepal would be taken as an attack on India by
politely saying that this expression of friendliness on
India's part did not in any way imply her coming '~o

Nepal's rescue without being requested by Nepal her
self to. do so. I must say that Mr. Nehru, two days
later, in a highly commendable spirit approved c;>f the
construction put on bisearlier declarationby the Prime
Minister of Nepal. This is only to show how a pattern
of relationship between two countries, big and small,
could operate successfully and smoothly on the basis
of the principle of peaceful coexistence.

217. I have taken the liberty to make these brief
references to my own country in this l"eSpect because
our reaction to any international event can best be
interpreted or understood in terms ofour own national
feeling and experience. We have prized freedom more
than anything else in our history and, by the same
token, we cannot\~emain indifferent to the denial of
freedom to arty other country. When the United Nations
fans to respond to the plea of small nations for rescue
and help against the forceful domination by the bigger
nations, we have reason to be deeply concerned be
cause, in the case of nations like mine, as I have al
ready said, the United Nations, however imperfect, is
the only source of protection on which we can draw in
times of our real need

218. My country looks up to the United Nations not
only as an organization \If peaoe but also as an or
ganization to which the small countries can look for
their security and survival.

210. Looking back, therefore, over the past years
during which the United Nations action has unfortu
nately met with little success, my delegation feels that
it could not have taken any other line undet the cir-
cumstances from what it did. .

220. We regret that the authorities in Hungary have
pot found it possible to co-operate with the United
Nations in this respect. The United Nations resolutions
have been defied and the United Nations Representative
has not been permitted to get into Hungary. Because
of this non-eo-operation, the United Nations action has
remained largely ineffective.

221. In spite, however, of the lack of progress on the
Hungarian question, my delegation realizes that the
international political situation bas somewhat im
proved. There has been quite a constructive exchange
of views between the Western and the Communist
statesmen. This improved atmosphere has often been
popularly described as the "spirit of Camp David". We
do not want to do anything that will arrest the relaxation
in international tension.

222. So the position, as we see it.. is that, while the
Hungarian question remains unsolved in spite of the
United Nations resolutions, the climate of tension
between the East and the West has improved. When we
now submit, as· before, that the question of Hungary be
taken up, we are told that we are fostering the pro
lon.gation of international tensions which is far from our
intention. 'rhe smaller countries which entertain no

dream of world domination or of dominating even a
geographical region, have no interest intensions, con
flicts and war, whether hot or cold. We know that the
map of the world is always redrawn at the expense of
the smaller countries 9iter every war. Thus, a small
country like my own has a vital interest in peace. This
being so, it is far from our intention that international
tensions should continue.

223. Many delegations have drawn comparisons be
tween Hungary and Tibet. It seems to us that the
comparison does not holrl good. So far as Tibet is
concerned, in spite of the fact that the recent develop.,.
ments that led to the Dalai Lama's exile had pained us
deeply because of our cultural and religious ties with
Tibet, we cannot quite overlook the fact that the politi
cal existence of Tibet apart from Chin.a as an indepen
dent political rmtity has never been recognized.

224. To be frank, we are still faced with the dilemma
which the following quotation from my speech of 2
October 1957 reflects:

"To those who were inclined from the beginningto
believe that the Assembly's action on Hungary would
be. altogether futile, may I pose a simple and direct
question: If the Assembly had passed over in silence
the intolerable situation that occurred in Hungary last
fall as a result of foreign armed intervention, would
it have redounded to the credit of the United Nations
in any way? Would such a course of action have
better served the cause of peace, humanity and the
freedom. of smaller nations? {.'1 my opinion, such an
atti~ude of timidity or inaction on the part of the
United Nations would have seriously damaged its
reputation as an organization pledged primarily to
secure the freedom and rights of every Member
nation.

"Because we have failed, for the reasons discussed
at length in the earliest part of my statement, to
evolve a military arrangement for collective secu
rity, must we also desi~t fro..n the unhindered ex
pression of collective opinion and also from the
limited exercise of collective influenceand authority
in the exclusively moral sphere of judgement and
faith in the principles and purposes of the United
Nations Chart~r?" [698th meeting, paras. 57 and58.]

225. In a situation like this, \,;:hen we take up the
question of Hungary, we wish to make it clear that we
would appreciate if the People's Republic of Hungary
resp(:nded positively to the United hations resolutions,
and we believe that it is necessary for the United
Nations to express itself unequivocally on such ques
tions so that the Hungarian experience wHI not be
repeated in the future.

226. All nations like ours claim the right al1dfreedom
to discover and work out, each in its own way, the
social and political form of organizatiop.. We can only
hope that the Soviet Union will show respect for the
inalienable right of the Hungarian people, and make
this possible for them.

227. It is in this hor~ that my delegation will vote for
the draft resolution on the question of Hungary.

228. Mr. ALVES MOREIRA (Portugal) (translated
.1'om French): An honest review of the years which
have elapsed since the in7asion of Hungarybythe Soviet.
army should enabl~ us to assess what hasbeen ac
complished by the United Nations as also what remains
to be done-and that is veJ:y considerable. Apeople has
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lost its national freedom, and so far the Soviet Union,
despite the free world's unanimity ofviews on the sub
ject, has not found it :possible to comply with inter
national law. On the eontrary, it has invoked the War
saw Treaty to legitimatize its aggression. The free
world has tried to put a halt to the Communist advance,
which has been carried out against the manifest will of
the majority of the inhabitants of the conquered coun
tries, by appealing to the Soviet Union's good faith.
Nothing has been achieved, however, and everything
indicates that today the threat is aimed not only at
Europe but at Mrica and Asia as well.

229. The "Lebensraum tt colonialism imposed on the
Hungarian people on the pretext of security is not of
such a nature as to permit us to accept with blind trust
the peaceful coexistence which the Communists invite
us to share. This is an important point. As part of the
policy of "peaceful coexistence", the Soviet Union-and,
along with it, the entire Communist world-is calling
for an intensification of trade, but it should be noted
that economic solidarity has the effect of furthering
peaceful international relations only to the extent that
political problems are kept within manageable bounds.
To maintain the contrary would be to forget that the
great belligerent Powers, in 191~ and in 1939, had
previously maintained commercial and financial ties
such as will never be established with the Communist
countries. If tension between the two blocs were re
laxed, the development of trade would follow rapidly
and withQut any particular effort on either side.

230. The Hungarian problem is one of t.he major
sources of tension in relations with the Soviet world. If
we are to speak of the .spirit of Camp David as a spirit
of understanding, we must begin by accepting inter
national law, which should have the same meaning for
everyone. The United Nations is often compared to a
beacon, yet as the Sermon on the Mount tells us,
"neither do me'll light a candle, and put it under a
bushel, but in a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all
that are in the house".

231. The spirit of Camp David should not be inter
preted as signifying that we should forget those in
Hungary whose independence and human dignity and,
in many cases, whose very lives have beenb.ken away
from them. The Charter of the United Nations clearly
condemns the action of the Soviet Union, and refer-
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ence to the Warsaw Treaty is irrelevant inasmuch as
the first article of that Treaty specifically precludes
resort to force. Nor can we recognize t'he validity of
the a.ppeal addressed to the Soviet Union by the Ka.da.r
Government, since this Government was establishedby
the Soviet army. The Nagy Governments on the other
h'iLnd, which was the legitimate Government of the
country but was overthrown by the Soviet troops, had
asked the Soviet army to withdraw from Hungary.

2'32. At the twelfth sebsion of the General Assembly,
the Soviet delegation proposed in the Sixth Committee
a definition of aggression in accordance with which a
State whose armed forces, even without a declaration
of war, invaded the territory of another State would be
recognized as an aggressor. 11

233. It was stated in thp;:; .:::ld.me proposal of the Soviet
Union that "any revolutionary or counter-revolutionary
movement, civil war, disorders or str-ikes" could not
be used as justification for aggression. Y It is thus
clear that, in the spirit of its ownproposal, the Soviet
Union is a self-styled aggressor in connexion withthe
Hungarian ~1Jestion.

234.' Furthermore,it should not be forgotten that no
justification can be found in international law for
requesting foreign assistance in suppressing an in
ternal revolt. The Soviet Union, consequently, has no
valid reason for refusing to agree to legitimate inter
vention by the' United Nations.

235. My delegation has therefore deemed it timely and
appropriate to associate itself with the sponsors ofthe
draft resolution calling on the Soviet Union to give
proof o~ <its goodfaith. We are not seeking t.o defend one
form u. civilization as against another Imt rather to
defend civilization itself, which the Soviet Union per
sists in denying to the Hungarian people by force.

236. This is the spiritual and moral context in which
we see the problem. In our view, the United Nations
must not abandon the Hungarian people, and I should·
like to add that my delegation's best wishes gD to Sir
Leslie Munro, the United Nations Representative,~nhis
humane and courageous endeavour.

The meeting rose at 6.35 p.m.
~/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Session. Sup
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