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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. KREISKY (Austria); Mr. President, I should
like to avail myself of this opportunity to offer you the
sinoere congratulations of the Austrian delegation on
your election to the high office of President of the
General Assembly. Your distingu.tshed record in inter­
national affairs and your profoundunderstanding ofthe
problems which besettheworldtoday clearly make this
a most auspicious choice.

2. Let me also pay a tribute to the Secretary-General,
to whose brilliant leadership this Organization owes so
muoh.

3. Austria is not a large country; our contribution to
the solution of world-wide problems is necessarily a
modest one. It is nevertheless incumbentuponus to do
01U.' part and to state our views before this Assembly.

4. EveryWhere the question is now being discussed
whether a summit meeting might assure the world of
peaceful development. There havebeen frequent warn­
ings against too-much optimiSm onthat score-warnings
that may be well justified. It may be useful to recall,
however, that there have been somefruitful high-level
conferences in the past. The Berlin Foreign Ministers,I,
Conference of 1954, for instance, while it did not suo­
ceed in solving the German question, pavedtheway for
a settlement of Austria's case; and, at the same
Conference, agreement was reached o:p. the convocation
ofthe Geneva talks whioh eventually ledto a termination
of military conflict in Indo-China. Finally, In 1955, the
four-Power Foreign Ministers' Conference held in
Vienna 'restored Austria to sov()l'eignty by givb - her
the State Treaty.

5. There was a marked thaw of the poUtical climate
at that time. Austria joinedthe United Nations and thus
affirmed her intention to take part in the solution of the
political problems of our time-whether they be her
inunediate conce:tn or not. .

6, Our time is overshadowed by the threat of the
staggering destructive poweJ'l given into human hands.
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We therefore consider the agreement reachedbetween
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United
S~ates concerning a temporary suspension of nuclear
weapons tests a step towards the solutionofmanldnd's
most urgentproblem. We hope that a world-wide accord
on a permanent cessation of such tests will soon b~

effected-a hope in which we have been greatly en­
couraged by the auspicious results aohieved St) flU'.

7. The Austrian Government welcomes the prospect
of the t:lpirlt of conciUationassertingitselfatlast. And
it weloomes the decision to make Vienna the head­
qua:rters of the control organ concerned with the pro­
hibition of nuclear weapons tests.

8. I should also avail myself of this opportunity to
express, in th~ name of the Austrian Government, my
sincere appreciation for this decision to the Govern­
ments of the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the
United States, and to dt.;Jlare thatAustriawill make all
the necessary provisions for the establishment of an
institution of such world-wide importance.

9. There is yet another recentdecisionwhich appears
to confirm our cautious optimism: it is the appointment
of a ten-Power Committee on disarmament whichwill
convene early nextyear inGeneva. We are happy to see
the initiative taken by the United Nations thU$ come to
fruition; and we trust that the final decisipnwill be left
to the United Nations as the ultimate competent au­
thority in this field.

10. Austria, needless to say, has full confidence in
the principles of the peaceful settlement of disputes,
a principle fully relevant to the ques1;ion that ranks
among the highest of our fo)'eign affairs, namely, the
question of the South Tyrol, whose cultural and eco­
nomic development must be safeguarded and whose
ethnic substance must be preserved. Clearly this is a
problem which can only be solved in the spirit of the
United Nations Charter, whose aim iUs, inconformity
with the principle of justice and intel'nationallaw, to
bring peaceful means to bear on the settlement of
international disputes, andto develop friendly relations
among na~iufiti.

11. I should like briefly to state our case. The Saint­
Germain Treaty of 1919 severed the southern part of
the Tyrol from Austria and made it part of Italy. The
South Tyrol now is a territo;ry of 2,860 square miles
with a populationof roughly a quarter million Tyrolese_
Under the Fascist r~gime, South Tyrol suffered the
consequences of a sustained campaign ,of de-national­
ization-even the children were prevented from ;re­
ceiving instruction in their own language-and finally.
in 1,939, an a.greement between the tw'o dictatorships
led to the displacement of ten thousandfamilies. After
the end of World War U, all attempts to find an equi­
table solution of the problem of the South TYrol ended
in failure. I should like to streSs in this context that
it was not only Austria which considered this state of
affait's unjust and, indeed. untenable. For insta,D.ce, an
"Italian Manifesto" appeared in the American Press
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23. In our opinion, it is particularly important that,
when hopes for peace and freedom are voiced,what is
said should be suppori~d by the example set by the
countries on whose behalf they are expressed. The
internal conduct of nations cannot be separated from
their external attitudeS. It is unreasonable, to say the
least, to advocate the international application,of stand..
ards which are not enforced at the national le'1el.

21. ConscioUS of its technological and military limi­
tations, Colombiadoes not intendto overstepthebounds
of discretion by presenting plans or programmes that
would be mo:re appropriately setforthbythose Powers
whose arsenals contain the destructive weapons placed
in their hands by the scientists.

22. The views which I 'Voice here are designedsolely
to express the desire for understanding of a cuuntry
which believes that it can best contribute to the cause
of peace by conforming, in its conduct, to the principles
of the Charter.

16. In the true spirit ofthe Paris Treaty, the AU,Strian
Government will continue to olaim its proper share in
the implementation of that international agreement.
Should, however, bilateral negotiations not ·succeed in
creating conditions s,atisfactory for a minority of
250,000 in a nation of almost 50 million» Austria Will
have no alternative but to appeal to the United Nations
to put this question on its agenda at the earliest possi..
ble moment.

17. It is quite evident that it is neither spite nor
hostility against our Italian neighbour that compel us
to state the oase of South Tyrol. Indeed, how oould we
have hostile feelings against a nation with which, for
many centuries, we have been bound by mutual ties of
commerce and trade, a nationwhose abundantspiritual
heritage has greatly enriched our own culture?

18. It is, let me repeat, not enmity which motjvates
our step, but the responSibility whioh rests upon us.
It is, moreover, the restlessness ofthousands of young
people of the South Tyrol, who wanttoplan their future
and to shape their lives, as youngpecple do elsewhere
in the world. Nothing divides us from our Italian neigh..
bour but this open question. If a solution Oan be found
which the South-Tyrolese can aocept, new avenues of
fruitful co-operation would be opened up in our part
of Europe.

19. Mr. TURBAYAYALA (Colombia) (translatedfrom
Spanish): Both as the representative of a demqcratio
GoverIlVf,ant and as spokesman for a Latin American
COlli"fJ.try, I am proud that a statesman from our conti­
nent should preside over this year's session of the
Gentlral Assembly. I wish to congratulate both Peru
and Mr. Belatinde on the honQur which has been be­
stowed on them.

20" The debate which annually takes place in the
General Assembly is a living and eloquent example of
the juridical equality of nations. Regardless of the
intrinsic importance of the countries taldng part in it,
this debate enables all nations to place their views on
the scales of world destiny. My country thus takes part
in the conSideration ofthe international situationsolely
by reason of its simple and worthy credential as a
State Member of the United Nations.

YUnited Nations. Treaty Series. vol. "9 (1950). p. 184.

--as early as 1944; it was signed by prominent politioal Deolaration of Independenoe, aooording to which
leadeX'S'j scientists and artists t among them Randolfo Governments derive their justpowers from the oonsent
Paooiardi, Professor Giuseppe Borghese, Professor .of the governed.
Gaetano Salvemini, and.Arturo Tosoanini. In this mani­
festo it was even suggested that Italy relinquish her
oontrol over the ethnic minorities inthe extreme north
and north-east of her territory.
12. In 1946, Italy and Austria reaohed an agreement
whioh, it was then hoped, would assure the South Tyrol
a oultural and eoonomio development unhampered by
restriotions. This agreement whioh, as annex IV, is a
part of the 1947 Treaty of Peaoe with Italy, expr~ssly

provides for "speoial provisions to safeguard the
ethnical oharaoter and the oultural and economio
development" 1.1 of the South Tyrol; it also grants this
minority group autonomous legislative and exeoutive
powers, And yet, the oorreot interpretation of this
agreement has been s¥bjeot to differenoes betweenthe
Governments of Italy &.nd Austria ever sinoe.

13. Let me briefly summarize the situation in the
South Tyrol. There Oan be no doubt that, oompared
with the Fasoist era, the South Tyrol is now relatively
free of :r.c,striotions in the oultural field. The social
and economio area, however, presents a different
pioture. Here the situation is indeed serious. Let me
say at onoe that the South-Tyrolese ar:~ an extremely
vital ethnio group. Yet the present praotioe of the
administration ~dermlnes the very foundations of
their existence on their native soil. It disoriminates
against them when they look for employment; and, as
far as housing is oonoerned, it may be apposite to
point out that only 7 per oent of the apa..ortments built
with Government aid in the South Tyrol have been made
aVailable to its indigenous inhabitants. This is indeed
a gross and inoomprehensible discrimination; it has
compelled many thousands of young South-Tyrolese to
emigrate.
14. The South Tyrol problem which, of ~ourse, re­
mains a national question, is increal~inglybecoming a
social and an eQonomic concern. It is one of the more
tragic aspects of the p!"oblem that, in a court of law, a
South-Tyrolese will probably be faced with a'judge with
whom he cannot communioate in his own langua.ge.
Among those to 'Vhom jurisdiction over the South
Tyrol-with a population of a quroie,. million-is en­
trusted, there are onlyfive South-Ty1'l ase judges. The
parliamentary representatives of the South Tyrol have
repeatedly sought redress ofthisutterlyunsatisfactory
state of affairs; they haV'e also submitted a draft bill
9utlining the proper autonomous status for the region
of South Tyrol.

15. In their draft bill, the representatives ofthe South
Tyrol insist on their people's right to u~e their own
language in' public life, to olaim their share in public
office in proportion. to their population, and, fina.lly,
to create conditions requisite to the eqqality of oppor­
tunity in their daily lives, paying particular attention
to hOW3ing and empl9yment.The Austrian Government
cannot but endorse these just aspirations. Clearly, ~he
oNY way to implement the agreement$ in spiritas well
as in fact, is to c:reQte an autonomous Province of
Bozen. Indeed, is there any other way of assuring an
ethnic minority its full democratic rights than to grant
it self-administration? It is only thus .that aJl ethnic
minority may claim. to profit from the principle in­
herent in the Magna Charta o,t modern democracy, the



is an urgent necessity for the p1ttpoSe ofstrengthening
social peace. It may be.wo~·stating thatthe effort to
ohange conditionS in the economically baokward and
socially dissatisfied countries calls for less financial
investment and teohnical endeavour than has been put
into service in order toplaoewlthin the peoples' reach,
as a cursed legacy of science, the terribleweapons of
destruction controlled by oertainnations at the present
time,.

31. We are aware that the United Natiol1$ is assigning
due importance to economic problems andhas already
taken certain steps along a roadwhichmust'be covered
in its entirety. It might be posSible to consider some
resolution which would commit countries to provide
for economic development sums at least equivalent to
those that they are investing inthe mad race for arma­
ments,.

32. It is clear that the American countries as a whole
are maldng heroic and self...sacrificing efforts to equip
themselves for the battle against economio stagnation.
Certainly the establishment of the Inter-American
Bank, which will 'begin operatiol1$ next year, is a step
in the right direction from the standpoint ofour pros­
perity~ Naturally, we do not believethatits oapital will
suffice to effect a complete transformation of living
conditiol1$ in Latin America, although it is our firm
conviotion that this institution, gradually receiving
greater contributions, is destined to produce good
results .. The International Bankfor Reconstruction and
Development must be regarded as one of the many
possible sources of help for LatinAmerican countries..

33.. We need technical assistance and eoonomic co­
operation in order to achieve social tranquilUty andto
make a better contribution to international peace..
Therefore, the oonoept should be clearly established
that nations in the position of mine seek and aocept,
not charity, but assistance. Latin America is able to
return, in ample measure, the help,which~sbeing given
to it at the present time. We aJ!'e convinced that the
countries of this continent, if timely aid is provided,
will be able to fulfil their historic miSsion and render
unflagging service to the ba~ic principles of freedom
and peace..

M. Brazil, which is fully aware of the grave problem.
constitut~d by the contrast between the rapid growth
in population and the slow economic progress charac­
teristic of most countries in this hemisphere, has
reappra:laed our needs and praposed a programme of
achievement lmown as "Operation Pan-America11.

35. We oannot be indifferentto the fate ofthis Salutary
initiative, which we' are aU inte:restedinpromotingand
seeing fully implem~nted. On behalfofColombiaIpro­
clailIl our' support of the idea which the President of,
Brazil, Mr. Kubitschek, has expounded so ably and in
a spirit of service whichthe rest oftl'.s deeply appreci­
ate..
36.. It might not be out of place to stress the im­
portance which the peoples ofAmericaa~chto spirit­
ual values and to respect for the dignity of the human
person. In this oonnexion we would mention, as a step
f()rward, the conclusiol1$ reached at the meeting .0£.
Ministers of Foreign Affairs at Santiago, Chile,'Where
we affirmed that the support of peace in Am.eric~ra­
quired an aotive combinationofdemocracy, respect for
the principle ofnon-intervention, the defence and appl1...
cation of human rights, and the economic security of
the individual.. As Can be seen. we, the nations of the

....... '
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24. Fort;unately, my Qountry has no problem of con...
soience, and canspeak inthis Assemblywithfull moral
authori'f;y on the subjeotofrespectforthebasic prinoi­
ples of this world Organization.. In Colombia, the
Government is genuinely popular and democratic in
origin, and freedom of expression is curtailed by no
abusive limitatiol1$" Not only do the politioal parties
exist pep.oefully together, but there is wholesome and
harmonioUS co-operation between them, whioh has
helped the Republic to reconstruct its traditional insti­
tutions and to create an atmosphere conducive to peace.

25.. Colombia, however, has a problem which is com"
mon to twenty countries in this hemisphere and to at
least 1,500 m,111ion humanbeings living invarious parts
of the globe" It is a sedoUB situation, which should be
faoed with courage and determination. Its treatment,
unfortunately, is not dependent solely on action by the
countries which suffer from it. I refer to economic
under-development, the disruptive potentialities of
which none would presume to deny.

26. Other measures adopted toensl1l"epeaoewillhave
little effeot if the peoples' distress. and sooial diffi~ul..
ties, cannot be quickly relieved.Colombiahasnoh€.isi­
tatton in stigmatizing economic under-development as
the most formidable enemy of political stability and
international peace, and in regarding want as the most
deplorable andrepulsive dictatorship ever experienced
by man. The explosive power of want is comparable to
that ofnuclearweapons themselves, andtherefore calls
for immediate and effective solution.. No less urgent
and important than a policy ofdisarmament is action to
avert the series of disasters which economic under­
development brings in its train.

27. The United Natiol1$ oannot, of course, at anytime
neglect politioal problems or the situations arising
from the overwhelming pressure daily exerted by
developments in the fields of nuclear energy and the
knowledge of cosmic space; but no less certainly must
it pay special attention to the study of formulae for
eoonomic coeoooperation and techni.cal assistance that
will enable the backward peoples to raise their levels
of living.. '

28. Colombil1, which has drawn its spiritual suste­
nance from the springs of Christianity and resolutely
adheres to all the values which go to make up Western
oivilization, appreciates that within the system of
private enterprise and politioal freedom it is feaJ3ible
to work towards object!ve.s of justioe Which will avoid
inequalities and the possibility thatpovertymay create
social problems leading to unimagined COl1$equences..

,We do not propose any change in the present system,
but we suggest, rather, some rearrangementwhichwill
enable it to continue along the civilizing, path of its
destiny~ It has been stated-and these are no empty
words-that the concept of peace is inseparable from
the concepts of freedom, }Jeourlty and well-being.

29. 'The greatest contribution which can be made to
the ultimate victory of demooraoy is undoubtedly that
which can be made to eoonomic development, so that
the peoples may be I brought to enjoy the benefits of
oi'Vili~ation and maintain a level of livingcommensur­
ate with the supreme dignity of the human being. The
oause of peace will always be better sen-ed by those
peoples whose paths to the future are not obstrucb~r1 bv
insurmountable economic obstacles.

30. At the risk of being repetitive, I would like to
stress Colombia's vlew'that the battle a~nstpoverty
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Western Hemisphere, have used our regional organi­
zation to surround 0UI' peoples with an atmosphere of
genuine spiritual independence andunbreakable politi­
cal security.
37. Obviously, my country fully supports the Powers
responsible for maintaining anel, defending Western
civilization. We have no difficulty in committing our­
selves on this matter and stating tlult such a stand is
in line with long-established doctrinal convictions,
which fortunately enjoy abundant support from public
opinion in our nation.

38. Colombia has always 1)elieved, and has so stated
on other occasions, that if the Latin American coun­
tries decided to co-ordinate their efforts they would
undoubtedly be able to play a historic role of very
extensive proportions in the United Nationso The nu­
merical importance of these countries enables them to
play a more significant part in major international
decisions. We are the greatest combination of nations
linked togetherbythe ties ofa commonlanguage, united
by the same religious beliefs, and defending the same
spiritual and political values.

39. The opportunities which language, geography and
history have extended to the Latin American nations
are exceptional factors making for the achievementof
political unity on the international plane. But we have
not made adequate use of these advantages and have
preferred to act on the basis of an individualistic out­
look, instead of being guided by the principle of conti­
nental understanding.

40. It is far from Colombia's intentions toproposeto
the other American countries an exclusive type of
alliance or aplan in anyway limitingtheir full freedom
of action. Its proposal is simply that the countries of
this hemisphere be asked to tightentheir international
links, to improve their sources of information, tobear
their own importance well in mind, and to exercise a
more active and direct influence in the consideration
of world problems. It depends entirely on US whether
we act as a force capable ofdecision or proceed on an
individualistic basis, supporting the plans of·others
wIthout making any decisions of our own. In the last
analysis, it is a question of which ofthese two verbs­
"support" or "decide"-the Latin American countries
prefer to conjugate.
41. Nobody can deny that we are peace-lovingpeoples
and that we therefore aeektosettle disputesby reason­
ing, persuasion and other peacefulmeans. Perhaps this
policy ariSes from our conviction that this is the field
in which we can make our maximum contribution
towards harmony alnong the nations.

42. Colombia has growing confidence inthe effective­
ness of direct contacts between statesmen, and does
not conceal its SAtisfaction at those now being estab­
lished between the representatives of the two greatest
world Powers of all time. Undoubtedly, the exchange
of visits between Mr. Khrushchev, Mr" Eisenhowerand
Mr. Nixon represents a happy step inthe path towards
cordial relations, in that it does something more than
merely provide eridence ofthe antagonismbetween:the
two countries, which are quite rightly regarded as
giants in thefields ofscience, econo:m,y,pea(je and war.

43. Itwouldbenarve to 8$sumethat these actions alone :
can bring order to this turmoil-ridden world of ours;
but itwould equallybe fooUshtodenythat such contacf:$ .
relieve the international atmosphere and create abetter
psychological climate for understanding"

44., Manybenefits canflow from abettermutualunder­
standing between two worlds" which' have reml~ned

closed to each other by the will of one of them;, and
which are only now, at the highest, level, seeking once
more the "rapprochement" whichwas interrupted Illfter
both hadbattledmemorably againstthe combined f<;lrces
of Nazism and Fascism.

45. May these conversations be as successfulas those'
which took place betweenMr. Roosevelt and Mr. Stalin,
and may they serve to shield the world from the un­
speakable dangers of the atomic war which the monu­
mental loser of the Second World War had himself
planned! '

46~ It is to be hoped that the talks which have begun
may be extended to include the leaders of the other
nuclear Powers, since the latter bear inescapable re­
sponsibilities and must make a decisive contribution
to the maintenance of harmony among the peoples.

47. The unarmed countries, like the one I represent,
have placed great hope in the new andpromising phase
of relationships between East and West. Our concern
is understandable because the small nations, like the
big ones, nearly always experience all the horrors of
any war.
48. It may be well for me to record Colombia's con­
viction that theworldmust inno circumstances consent
to a thirdworldwar. Ifnuclearweaponswere employed,
the world wouldrevertto the first nightof Genesis, and
the fAW survivors-if indeed there were any at all­
would merely serve as witnesses of the apocalyptic
tragedy which it is incumbent upon everyone of US to
prevent.

49. Colom~iais convincedthat, on1:heAmerican conti­
nent and throughout the rest ofthe world, the principle
of non,,:intervention should be respected by all coun­
tries. We have seen that intervention does not always
take the clear-cut form of a frontal attack, but ofi;en,
as the Argentine Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr'.
Taboada, has observed, proceeds by diplomatic infil·..
tration.Good relations between nations mustundoub't­
edly have, as a prime feature, genuine respect for the
peoples' domestic affai::os; in regard to these, diplo­
matic or consular agents may be spectators, but not
actors. When the bounds of discretion are overstepped
and the .systems devised by countries to strengthen
their friendship areused for otherpurposes, diplomatic
relations are thwarted in theirvery nature andbecome
superfluous in cases where such offences are detected.

50. Colombia has maintained a policy of friendship
with all c01llltries, and of consis,tent, ·respect for all
Governmel'i~. Accordingly, .and to the extent which it
deemed necessary, it has extended its diplomatic and
commercial relations. Toprotectour economy, we have
had to reach understanditlgs with the countries which
also produce our main export commodity; andthis fact
makes us realize that we cannot take a narrow view of
any problem, but that all questions must be examined
in the light of their international implications..

51. My country knowD that discriminatory practices
are not conducive to the expansion offoreign ;trade, and
has therefore st:-l,ted that it is preparedtosell its pro­
ducts to atrJwho\~ishtobuy them, on abasis ofequality
for all and favott:l."iti.sm for none~

52. Colombia has also'expounded and given effectto a
policy of international co-operation for the purpose of
protecting the prices of its basic products, and it is
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therefore prepared to examin.e, with the representa­
tives of the countrieaooncerned, effeotive plans for
oheoking over-produotion in these oommodities andfor
regulating the world market.

53. We have always beUeved that the influence of the
United Nations should be felt throughout the widest
posSible area of opinion, and we therefore trust that
before long conditions will be created such as will
enable the maximum. number ofStates to jointhe world
Organization. Matters are gradually moving in this
diJ:ection, and eve;rything suggests thattbis favourable
tr6:11d will oontinue until the day oomes when all ooun­
tries are in aposition to se;r:v:e the cause of peace with­
in the framework of the United Nations.

54. We have faith in ap;rosperous future for humanity;
and, Within our Umited oapaoity, we wish to serve the ,
interests of peace, so thl}.t the coming generations will
have no cause to disown the leaders of the present
generation and Will have opportunities of enrichingthe
world with the invaluable gifts oftheir intelligence and
their lmowledge. Fortunately, the threat of war is
reoeding, and everything seems toindicatethatreason
will triumph in i1:$ present contest with brute force..

55. These are the views of a country which respects
law, has faith in spiritual values, trusts indemocracy,
and is equally attached to freedom and to peace.

43

Regulations of the International Court of Justice be
referred to the Fifth Committee, on theunderstanding
that the Fifth Conunittee would seek the advice of the
SiXth Committee on the questions of policy involVed
before considering the item.

62. If there are no objections. I shall consider that
the Assembly approves the suggestions of the Secre­
tary-General contained in paragraphs 2 to 5 ofthe first
report of the General Committee.

It was so deoided.

63. Paragraph 6 of the repom merely informs the
Assembly that the representative of India was invited
to sit Withthemembers ofthe General Committee when
itdlsoussedthe recommendation tobe madeWithregard
to item 60 of the provisional agenda (Question of the
representation of China in the United Nations).

64. In paragrapllS 7 and 8, the General Committee
reports the action taken with regard to this question,
which India proposed should be included inthe agenda.
The dr9ft resolution Which the General Committee
recommends for adoption by the Assembly appears in
paragraph 7 of its report. The result of the vote on
this draft resolution is given in paragraph 8.

65. Before calling on the first speaker, I should like
to draw the Assembly's attention to the amendments
which Nepal has submitted to the draft resolution
recommended by the General Committee [A/4214,
para.. 7]. .

66. Mr. SHAH..t\ (Nepal): Mr. PresideDt,sinceitismy
delegation's first intervention in the deliberations of
this session, I should like to take this opportunity to
congratulate you oli your unanimous andwelldeserved
election to the high office of the Presidency of the
General Assembly. Your long associationwiththework
of the United Nations, your long experienca in diplo­
macy, combined with your intrinsic merit, amply
qualify you for the post you now hold. My delegation
has no doubt that under your wise and able guidance
the fourteenth session of the General Assemblywillbe
able to accompUshthetasktlv.\thasbeenassigned to it.

67. Once again the General Assembly is confronted
with the probabiUty of the rejection of the request of
the delegation of India for the inclusion of the item
entitled "Question of the representation ofChinainthe
United Nations". Paragraphs 7 and 8 ofthe first report
of the' General Committee [A/4214] show thatthe Gen­
eral Committee has recommended the rejection ofthe
Indian request and po~,tponement of the conaideration
of this question indefinitely.

68.. The amendments which my delegation has the
honour to propose [A/L.261] relate to t.~e draft :reso­
lution contained in paragraph 7 of tibe General Com­
mittee fS report. Before I express my views on the
CommitteeJs reconunendation that the request to in­
clude the item entitled "Question ofthe representation ,
of China in the United Nations l be rejected, I should
like to point outthatparagraph2 ofthe draft resoluaQIl
is not in conformity with the rules ofprocedure of the
General Assembly. In this connexion,· I have rule 40 of
our rules of procedure specifically in mind. In the
opinion of :mydelegationJ paragraph2 ofthe draft reso­
lution clearly goes J,eyond the mandate gloven the Gen...
eral Committc;je-"'JJY the said rule. For this reason we
have asked for the deletion of that paragraph of the
draft resolution in our seoond amendment. Paragraph
1 of the draft resolution demands rejectlonof. the
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AGENDA ITEM 8

Adoption of the agenda

FffiST REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
(A/4214)

56. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
$econd item of the agenda of this meeting deals with
the adoption of the agenda of the fourteenth regular
se$sion, the allocation of the agenda i'tems, and the
organization of the session.

57. In that connexion, the Assembly bas before it the
first report of the General Committee [A/4214]. There
are also amendments submitted by Nepal [A/L.261],
which I shall place before the Assembly for consider­
ation when we come to paragraphs 7 and S of the Gen­
eral Committee's report.

58. In paragraph 2 of its report, the General Com­
mittee approved a suggestionbythe Secretary-General
that resolution 730· I (XXVIII) of the Economic and
Social Council concerning technical assistance in the
field of narcotics should be considered under item 12
by the Third Committee.

\59. In1>aragraph 3, the General Committee statedthat
it also approved a suggestionbythe Secretary-General
that resolution 731 G (xxvm) of the Economic and
Social Council concerning advisory social welfare
services should be considered by the FifthCommittee
in oonnexion With item 12 of the agenda.

60. In paragraph 4, the General Committee informs
the Assembly that it approved a suggestion by the
Secretary-General that the question of economic as­
Sistance to Somalia be examinedinconnex1onWith item
13. ..
61. The General Committee had also approVed the
suggestion by the Secretary-General. mentioned in
paragraph 5, that item 63 relating toproposedam~nd...
menta to oertain provisions of the Pension Scheme



44 General Assembly - Fourteenth Session - Plenary Meetings -request of the Government of India for the insoription the territory of the state and is habitually obeyed by
of the item entitled "Question of the rep:a.-esentation of the bulk of the population."
China in the United Nations". Our:irs,tan;en.~entaaltS "If so, it would seem to be appropriate for the
~or the re~~aoementof the word reJect by the words United Nations organs, through their oolleotive ac-

aooede to • tion, to' aocord it the right to represent the state in
69. May I say that the request of the Government of the Organization, even though individual Members of
India Is. merely with regro:dtotheinolusionof an item. the Organization refuse, and may oontinuetorefuse,
This request does not even raise the question of the to acoord it reoognition as the lawful government
seating or unseating of a par.tioula.'t" set of represen- for reasons whioh are valid under the1,r national
tatives.The question is, merely whether the Assembly polioies. " .
oan take up the disoussionofanitem as suoll. My dele- 72. I apologize to the President and to the Assembly
gation is fully aware of the faot that the issue before for taxing your patienoe with this rather long quotation
us is one on whioh Member States hold oonflioting from'the memorandum, but I have done so only beoause
views. In view of the importanoe ofthis issue my dele-- I honestly believe that this memorandun'l prepared by
gation deems it its duty to make the situation as clear the then Secretary-General of this Organization is of
as possible to the Assembly. special interest and deserves particular attentionfrom
70. I orave the indulgenoe of the Assembly to refer this august body. It was really unfortunate that the
briefly to the history ofthis item inthe Uni~ed Nations. initiative shown by Mr. Trygve Lie was not pursued any
It is welllmown that the Central People's Government fltrther.
of the People's Republic of China wasproolaimedon 1 73. Another landmark in the lon,ghistoryofthisques-
October 1949. In oommunications dated 18 November tion of the representation of China in the United Nations
1949, addressed to the President of the fourthsession appeared during the fifth session of the General As-
of the General Assembly, as well as tothe Secretary· sembly in ~950, which had on its agenda the general
General of the United Natf:oll8, thethenForeign,Minis- question of reoognitionbytheUnitedNationsofa Mem-
ter of China, Mr. Chou En-lai, demanded that the ber state. The deliberations of the Assembly on this
credentials of the so-called Nationalist China be not item led to the adoption of resolution 396 (V). This
recognized by the United Nations as it no longer had resolution i~ very relevant to our purpose because, to
the right to speakfor andrepresentthe Chinese people. the best of my knowledge, it is the only United Nations
No action, however, was taken on this request. Sub- resolution of the kind which sets out in clear terms
sequently, a draft resolution demanding the reoogni- directives regarding the proper prooedure to deal with
tion of the People's Government of the Republic of a situationwhere we have two rival parties claiming the
China was rejeoted by the Security Council inJanuary same seat. The preamble of the resolution deals with
1950. Later in the same year, Mr. Trygve Lie, the then the diffioulties that "may arise regardingthe represen-
Seoretary-General, put out a well-thought-out memo- tation of, a Member state in the United Nations", and
randum on the legal aspeots raised by the question of also suggests-that by virtue of its oharacter and compo-
representation in the United Nations, with a view to sition the General Assembly is the only organ of the
solving this question. His memorandum of 9 March United Nations suited to deal with matters sucb as those
1950~/laid down that 1l'the principle of numericalpre- that affect the very function of the United Nations. I
ponderance of recognition is inappropriate and legally should like to draw the attention ofthe Assembly, to the
inoorrect". The memorandum further stated that: two main operative paragraphs ofthis resolution which

"From the standpoint of legal theory, the linkage contain the speoifio recommendations. Operative para-
graph 1 recommends that:'·of representation in an international organization and

recognition of a government is a confusion of two "...whenever more than one authority olaims to be
institutions which have superficial similarities but the Government entitled to represent a Member State
are essentially cUfferent." in the United NationS...the question should be oon-

and added: sidered in the light of the 'Purposes and Prinoiples
of the Charter and the ciroumstanoes of each oase".

"It is submitted that the proper principle can be Operative paragraph 2 states:
derived by analogy from Article 4 of the Charter."

"...when any such question arises, it should be
Artiole 4 of the Charter stipulates that an applicant consideredby the Gener9.l Assembly, or by the Interim
for membership must be able and willing to carry out Committee if the General Assembly is not in session".
the obligations of membership.

74. Operative paragraph 2 ofthe resolution is explicit
71. Seoretary-General Trygve Lie's memorandum on the point 'that the issue should be considered by the
clearly implies that the obligation of membership. can General Assembly. May I humbly plead that the request
be carried out only by Governments which in faot i
Possess the power to do so. I quote further from this for the inscriptionofthe.item·ofChinese representat on

is in oonformity with the decision taken bythe General
same memorandum: Assembly in 1950, and I would even venture to say that

"Where a revolutionary government presents itself if the Assembly rejects the request for the inscription
as representing a state, in rivalry to an existing of this item it will be going back on its own earlier
government, the question at issue should be which deoision.
of these two governments in fact is in a poSition to 75. Those who have over the years consistently op-
employ the resources and direct the people of the posed the inclusion of this Indian item hl:'.ve always
state in fulfilment· of the obligations of membership. sought to shelter behindoperative paragraph 1 of resO-
In essenoe, this means an inquiry as to whether the lution 396 (V), acoording-to which the question should
new government exercises effective authoritywithin be examined in the light ofthe Purposes and Prinoiples

YOtflclal Records of the Sec::urityCounct1. FtfthYl!arjSupplement for of the Charter. Let us seewhatthe Charter stipulates:
1 January through 31 May 1950. document 8/1'-66. Acoording to Article 4, paragraph 1, of the Charter:
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the volume of public opinion favouring a revision of
their Governments' polley towards this question. I in­
deed regard it as a highly redeeming feature of 'the
situation and shall in this connexion refer particularly
to the opinions expressed inthe UnitedStates by people
in authority as well as prominentQitizens. Asummary
of the views of retired United States foreign service
officers was prepared for the United States Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations, and, though anony­
mously published, for obviOUS reasons, these views
find a place in a State document none the less and
carry weight on their own. Samples of the opinions of
these retired diplomats are as follows:

"OUr non-recognition of Communist Chinabasedon
moral considerations is in the last analysis a self­
denial o~ opportunities to progress in that area." 1/

"It is nevertheless patent that we cannot for an
indefinIte period continue our present attitude to­
wards Communist China. We shall have to accommo­
date ourselves to the situation there just as we
eventually did with respect to the Soviet Union, even
though it took fifteen years to get around to it." 11

"We cannot afford to continue to play the ostrich
in dealing with China. We cannot afford to continue
the pretence that Formosa is China and that the
Chinese Government with full control over 600 mil­
lion people is a negligible quantity." Y

"It is recommended that we return to our traditional
policy of recognition as rapidly as we may find it
possible to do so. American interest has gained little
and has suffered much asa result of our pres'9nt
policy in this respect. It is when we thoroughly dis­
approve of a Government, when we have reason to
fear the intentions of that Government, when we are
faced with the hostility of that Government to a point
just short of war-in other words, when we have to
face n Government like the present Government of
China-that diplomatic relations are most important.
We should not only recognize the Chinese Govern­
mez:1,t. but we should send to China the ablest Am­
bassador in our service."

"It is clear, with respect to Communist China, that
we have chosen to ignore the fact that this regime
does actually and effectively control the entire main­
land of China as well as many offshore islands, in­
cluding the sizable island of Haina."1." §.!

"However» it should be notedthat these reasons for
a pOlicy of non-recognition can hardly be described
as logical, because we have in fact recognized a
number of other Communist Governments, as well
as totalitarian GOvernments, who have equally in­
dulged in bloodbaths andwho have cruelly mistreated
their people." §I

79. Senator Engle of California, while making a plea
for revision of the United States policy. towards China,'
only recently on the floor of the United States senate
had some interesting observations to make, some of
which are listedbelow. Senator Engle of California said
on that occasion:

~/StudY of United States F'oreign Policy, SummaryofVieWs of Retired
Foreign Service Officers prepared for the Committee on Foreign
Relations, United States Senate, 15 June 1959 (Washington, D.C., U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1959), p. 75.

!llbid., p. 76.
21lbid., p. 17.

"Membership in the United Nations is open to all
peace-loving States which accept the obligations con­
tained in the present Charter and, in the judgement
of the Organization, are able andwilling to carry out
these obligations. If

76. I do not wish to enter into the merits of this ques­
tion at this stage exceptto the extent I think it necessary
to justify the inscription of this item onthe agenda. Let
us be clear in our minds. This is not the question of the
admission of a new Member State. China is a founding
Member of the United Nations and a permanent member
of the Security Council, having the primary responsi(.
bility for the maintenance of international peace and'
security. The Charter clearly states in Article 3 that
the Members of the United Nations shall be Sta:.:;es,
thereby making it quite obvious that membership in the
United NatioD.s has not~5ng to do with any particular
Government which might have been in authority at any
particular time. My contention is that only a Govern­
ment that has effective control in the territory of a
State can represent it in theworldbody. From all evi­
dence it has become clear that the Central People's
Government of the People's Republic of China is the
only Government whose sway extends over the entire
Chinese mainland.
77.' The other argument against the inclusion of the
item of the representation of China is sometimes based
on the words "peace-loving States" in Article 4 of the
Charter. It has often been argued that the Government
of the People's Republic of China is not peace-lovi.ng
and ,hence should be disqualified from membership in
the .United Nations. We firmly hold the view that the
internal form and structure of government and its poli­
cies are not relevant to the purpose of the represen­
tation of a particular state in the United Nations. Have
not so many a.ggressor nations of yesterday already
become the respected Members of the UnitedNations?
Are there not among Member states some whose in­
ternal systems of government show, in effect, scant
regard for fundamental human rights andthe dignity of
the individual? The view that the Government that exer­
cises effective government within the territory of the
state should not be excluded from this Organization is
shared by many other Members of this Organization.
The representation of the People's Republic of China
in the United Nations will not only carry it a big step
forward towards its goal ofuniversalitybut will enable
the United Nations. to deal more effectively with so
many international problems that seem to threaten the
peace of the world. In our opinion, the more the Uaited
Nations reflects the real situation inthe world outside,
the more effective itbecomes as an instrument for con­
ciliating and resolvingthe differences between nations.

't8. Of the eighty-two Member States of the United
Nations, as many as thirty-three recognize the Govern­
ment of the People's RepUblic of China, and many more
have startedtrade and cultural relations withtha.t coun­
try. I mention this only to show how the prestige of this
Organization will be undermined if year after year
moratorium resolutions are passed here merely with
a view to avoiding a discussion ofthis question. I have
already stated that a large number of the countries of
the world have already recognized the Government of
the People's Republic of China. It is heartening to find
that, even in countries the Governments of which have
espoused the cause of the so-called Nationalist Govern­
ment and utterly disregarded even the legitimate claims
of the Government of the People's Republic of China,
there has been in recent years a remarkable growth in
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suchy Pllrliamentary Debates (Jlansard), 5th series, Yolo 594 (L~ndon.

HoM. Stationery Office, 1958), p. 341.

---\'-

MCOngressionalRecord. Proceed1ngs and Debates of the 86thCongress,
First Session, vol. 105, No. 8.2, pp. 7877-7879.

1Ilbid., p. 7879.

4_6_. Ge_n_e_ra_I_A_s_s_e_Dl_b_l:..y_-_F_o_urt__e_e_R_th_Se_s_s_io_n_-_._p_I_en_a_ry.:...M_e_e,;,..t_in,.::gs::.:- -_,..............:

n•••this China policy is bQ.sed on a reaction to the 84. The Labour Party and the Liberal Party i1\ the
past, rather than a calculated lookinto the future •.• United KingdoDl seem to favour stronglythe admiss,ton
We cannot dispose of the real1tyofCODlttlunistChina of the People's Republ1cofChinatothe United Nations.
through either a· wall or a vacuum between us. The Mr. Bevan, when he spoke inthe House of COD'l\monall')n
real1ty of China will still exist ••• Congressman Chet 30 October 1958, voices and leaves no doubt of the feel.,
Holifield, of California, a member of the Joint Com- ings of quite a large section of the British p£~:pl~ O~,

mittee on Atomic Energy &'ld one of the leading this question of China. I am quoting Mr. Bevan's Speech
experts in the country in the atomic energy field, as reported by Hansard:
recently stated in a nation-wide television prC};-> "
gramme that an international inspection system for We get into a difficwtywhicharises as a result of

• not permitting China to join the United Nations, not
the purpose of detecting nuclear testing would be allOWing her to join the family of nations and thuB
ineffectual without some kind of an arrangement being unable to make arrangements with the Chinese
~~~::~y...§~nspection could occur on the mainland of without appearing to do so as a surrender to foz:ce.

"We have got into a torrible situation. Whenwe are
80. In the continuation of the same debate on the floor attacked by Honourable Members oppositefortaking
of the United States Senate, Senator Clark of Pennsyl- this apparently pro-communist line, I must say that
vania had the follOWing to say: . our view that the Chinese should be represented in

"••.if we are to .come to any meaningful agreement the United Nations is shared by the vast majority of
withrespecttothesuspensionofthetestingof nuclear the American people themselves. The American
weapons, we dare not ignore China." 7./ Democratic Party takes our view, and a very large

number of Republicans take our view. I have not been
81. For a change let me refer to the opinion of the able to understand how it is that the policies of the
President of the International Olympic Committee. lV'...r. White House have not more closely adjusted them-
Avery Brundage announced in Munich on 28 May 1959 selves in the circumstances to what is known to be
that that organization had almC?st unanimouslyvotedto the point of view of large nuttlbers of A i
expel the Nationalist Chinese from the Olympic. Com- people mer can
mittee on the grounds that it no longer represented •
sports in the entire country of China. While accused of "How long can that continue, because international
having come under pressure from the Communist relationships. are being poisoned by this situation?
Nations, Mr. B:rundage declared, "The actionwas prac- How C"l1 we continue to keep 650 million people out-
tically wlanimous and it was purely a common sense side the comity of nations? How can we hope to get
decision, not political in '1Ily sense of the word." A peace in the world when we behave in that way? We
common sense decision by the General Assembly of are supposed to recognize Communist China, but in
the United Nations is all that is required to solve this the United Nations itselfwe do not assisnnth(~ recog-
question. May I add that Mr. Brundage's Qpinion will nition of China. On the contrary, the other day we
be largely shared by many people in Americawho are gave our vote to postponing consideration of the
proverbially said to base their actions on common sense matter for another year. Thi's iij not peace-making,
decisions in every phase of their national life and and I am certain that· it does not accord with the
activity.' wishes of the British people." ~I

82. Mr. Finletter, form.er secretary of the United 85. My purpose in quoting at length fromtheseste,te-
States Air Force, in the course of his address to a ments is to give this audience an idea of the state of
World Order Study Conference sponsored by the Na- llublic opinion in the United States and in Western Eu-
tional Council of Churches of Christ inthe United States rope on the question of the representation of China. It I

of America said, as reported in The New York Times, has been contended that this item should not be in-
20 November 1958.: scribed in the agenda because ~t is ahighly controver-

" sial one and might lead to acrimonious debates. This
We had better stop talking about disarmament and argument on the fare of it appears to be nal'v'e when we

indeed about peace unless we are willing to abandon take into considera:Uon that all items discussed here
the attitude that the recognition of Red China ilS some,- year after year are controversial and generate a cer-
thing w~ch we will never accept. under any con- tain amount of heat and passion'whenthey come up be-
ditions. fore the Assembly. But let us not forget that the United

83. let us look at the views of some of the respected Nations
l

was founded to try and solve these controver-
WestE~rn statesmen and publicists other than those of sial questions. The primary function of the UnitedNa-
the tJnited States on the question. Mr. Edgar Faure, tions is to bring about a settlement ofthese controver-
formE;r Premier of France, hadthis to say after visiting sial problems. I should like to add here that the United
Chin,a, for a few months, as reported in The Nation, 23 Nations cannot achieve a lasting and peacefule,ettle-
May 1959: ment in the Far East and Southeast Asia without the

UIt i t d I 1 ti f ki d participation of the People's Republic of China in it.s necessary 0 eve op re a: ons 0 every n, .
eC1,)n:omic and cultural, with China. Our attitude of 86. Another argument against the inclusion of this
res1Btance and refusal. produces a result qUite the item has been that it is not well-timed. Those who put
contrary to what we wish••.• China must be JLlelped to forward this argu~ent have in mind the disturbing
accomplish her modernizat.1on, for only that modern- events in our part of the world during the past year.
ization can bring her close:£ to us economically and But here I would like to submit most respectfully that
politically.,,' this is an, arguttlent which can be used more in favour

than againl?Jt the inscription of this item in the agenda
of the current session of the General Assembly. I have
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situation which is already tense for some nations in
Southeast Asia"

90. Before I leave this rostrum may I in all humility
and sincerity address an appeal to the great Powers,
and especially to theUnitedStates ofAmerica on Whom
so great a responsibUity rests? The question we are
dealing with ~,t the moment is not the question of ac­
cepting or rej_cting a procedural amendment. The
question is one of excluding from or bringing under
the beneficent and efficacious influence ofthe activities
of the United Nations 640mUlionpeopleof China. Apart
from the moral and humM:~tarian considerations in­
volved, the question has. attained dimensions whichare
of great consequence to the. -people of the world. I beg
to submit that the sooner we face the consequences of
public debate in such a vital matter as this the better
it will be fOr all concerned. Withthis purpose in mind,
I urge the adoption of our amendments by the General
Assembly. After all, the People's RepubUc of China has
become a factor in international life andpolitics which
can no longer be ignored except at very great pe:rU to
the stability and peace of the world. As far as we are
concerned, recognition of the People's Republic of
China is not merely the question of the recognition of
a fact in intarnational life but of a living reality that
exists on our northern border. Sooner or later the
representatives of the Peopl.~'s Republic of Chinawill
take their rightful place in this ball. Let us not shy
away from realit1es that have to be faced some day. I
have no doubt in my mindthat the facing of this reality
will enhance the prestige ofthe UnitedNations. Let the
United Nations do ju~ice to itself and to the 640 millfon
Chinese people. .
91. It is in this hope that my delegation once again
appeals to the representatives of the Member.States
assembled here to lend their support to the amend­
ments we have submitted to the draft resolution.C011"'"

tained in panlgraph 7 of the first report of the General
Committee. I reserve my right to intervene inth,e debate.
once again should it be found necessary.
, .
92. Mr. ROBERTSON (United States ofAmerica): The
General Committee has recommended 'the following
resolution to the General :Assembly:

"The General Assembly

"1. Decides to reject the request of India (A/4139)
for the inclusion in the agencW. of its fourteenth regu­
lar session of the item ~ntitled 'Question, of the
representation of China in the United Nations';

"2. Decides not to consider, atitsfourteenthregu­
lar session, alJ3' proposals to exclUde the represen­
~:·a.tives of the Government of the Republic of China
or to seat representatives of the Central People's
Government of the People's Republic of China.·
[AI4214, para. 7] .

The United States welcomes this recommendation. We
are confident that the Assembly will upholditas it bas
done in the past.

93. We also have before us amendments [A/L.261] to
the draft resolution, submitted by the representative
of Nepal, ·which would have the effect of completely
reversing the recommendation made by the Geneml
Committee. Similar f.Dlendm~ntshave beenputforward
in years past, and the United ~ateswill oppose them.

;-\

94. A number of delegations have JDade it clearto us
that they would appreciate a frank restatement by the

already hinted that our Organization can be more effec­
tive in reducing tensions and achievingpeaceful settle­
ments only if the parties involved are properly repre­
sented here, or in other words, only when the United
NationS is made to reflect the existing reality in the
world outside. For these reasons and because such
important aspects of the questionof disarmament, like
the suspension of nuclear tests and the prevention of
surprise attack, cannot be settled withol,lt the partici­
pation of China, I plead that there couldnot be a better
time for the discussion of this question ofthe represen­
tation of the People's Republic of China than at this
session. Edgar Snow,in his article "China: the Ghost
at the Summit", pUblished in The Nation on 23 May 1959
makes the following statement:

"Would it be in American interests, or against
them, to be able to test the stability of the People's
Republic [of China] through observers on the spot?
To our advantage or disadvantage to meet China di­
rectly when disputes arose between us? Would it be
'good' or 'bad' for us to be able to hold Chinl\'s
representatives to account before a world coun~i1

in the Case of situations endaJ)gering world peace­
the potentials of the Sino-Indian dispute over the
Tibetan rebellion, for example-rather thanfor China
to remain legally unanswerable ~o a United Nations
Organization which excludes it?"

87. To those who think that recent events in our part
of the world make it Ul-timed for the item to be in­
scribed in the agenda of the current session of the
General Assembly. I would siniply say that the pre­
ceding quotation and most of the opinions which I have
cited in the foregoing paragraphs are subsequent to
those events in Southeast Asia that seemtc calUle con­
cern. To dispel their doubts on that ac(}()'Unt, I would
like torembidthemofthewordsofMr. KI'isbna Menon,
the leader of the delegation of India. In the General
Committee be said [121st meeting], that the events in
that part of the worldhave;no relevance to the question
of the representation of China in the United Nations.

a8. Disarmament is the primaryfunetionoftheUmted
Nations. The success or fallure of the Organization
depends largely on the extent of th~ progress made in
the field of dlsarmam..ent. The Geneva talkS whichbegan
more than ten months ago gave us reason to hope for
an early and effective cessation of nuclear tests. How­
ever, it is only too apparent that no effective. solutions
of problems related to disarmament can be achieved
without the co-op3ration. and participation of China. In
this connexion I would like to refer to the ex.change of
views between Senator Humphrey and Mr. Robertson,
who untU recently was Assistant Secretary of State for
the Far East-in the State Department. Inthe course of.
hearings before the Foreign Relations CommitteeMr.
Robertson said:

"It is my opinion, my personal opinion. that any
system that bas been agreed upon, and that we are
stltbJfied .is operable and foolproof, if it is to effec­
tively protect our security interests it must include
the world."

Senator Humphrey intervened-to ask, wTbatwouldmean
it must inclu(ie the mainland of China?" and Mr.
:Robertson replied, ·That is right.· That quotationwill
speak for itself.

89. It now only remainSformet;o saythat the passage
of moratorium resolutions on an important question
such as this 'wlll merely serve to aggravate the world
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and therefore is withou.t moral au.tho:rityor competenae
to supervise general elections for the unificationofthe
country.

2/ Official Record of the Security Council, Tenth Yeat, SuppIeme!!!.
for January, February and March 1955, document S/3358.

102. Nor can we forget other Chinese Communist
actions in Korea. They committed many atrocious aots
against thousands of prisoners of war of the United
Nations Command. They visited indescri1)able de­
struction, suf.~ering and death on the Korean people.
Through months of cruel and degrading treatment, they
forced dozens of our men to signoutre.geous fabricated
confessions about imaginary acts of germwarfare-all
in order to feed their insatiable machine of hate propa-
ganda. ,
103. Once the armistice was signed, theyimmediate~y
and continuously violated it by bringing jet aircraft
and large quantities ofother weapons into Korea. More­
over, for six years, the Chinese Communists have
obstinately refused to honour their obligations under
the Armistice Agreement of 1953 to provide a satis­
factory accounting of those military personnel of the
United Nations Command still missing andunaccounted
for at .the endof the hostilities. Theyincl~de 2,147 men
of several nations, ofwhom 452 are Americans. In their
own Press and radio, the Communists once aclmowl­
edged holding many of these men. By refusingto account
for them, they dafy not only their armistice pledge but
the acceptedpractice ofcivilized nations, causingneed­
less bitter anguish to the families concerned.·

104. In the Taiwan Strait. Communist China hasbeen
using armed force intermittently since 1950 in order to
seize Taiwarl; the Pescadores and the· :.>ffshore islands
and to destroy the Republic of China. Twice, in 1954­
1955 alld again in 1958, it raised its acts of violence to
such a pitch as to bring the &pdctre of general war to
the Far Sast.

105. Continuously since 1955 the United States, in
ninety ambassadorial talks with Chinese Communist
representatives, has sought to have them sign a re­
ciprocal agreement to renounce the use offorce in the
Taiwan Strait. This principle is fundamental ~o the
Charter of the United Nations. The Red Chinese stub­
bornly refuse to make any such agreement.

106. In 1955, the Chinese Cooomunist regime rejeoted
With contempt an invitation from the United Nations
Security Council 2/to discuss the crisis it had caused
in the Taiwan Strait. Last year, it again asserted that
it would not countenance reference of the matter to the
United Nations. To this day it is continuing, on an
alternate-day basis t its bombardment of the offshore
islands. Its Defence Minister has described the phi­
losophy of this policy in these words:

"Olu-s is a policy of fight-fight, stop-fight, half­
fight and half-stop. This is no trick but a normal
thing. II

107. In Southeast Asia the record is also one of ag­
gressive pressure. For many years the Chinese Com­
munists have given material support and propaganda
encouragement to rebellions seeking to overthrow the
Governments of the Philippines and Malaya.

108. 111 North Viet-Nam, the Chinese Communists
have been actively assistingthe regime in reorganizing
and training Viet-Minh troops, grea~ly increasing the
strength of their divisions and supplying them with
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United States of the basic reasons for its position. We
are glad to make such a statement.

95. While tl'16 item proposed by India i~ ,phrased in
terms of the "representation of China", th~basic pur­
pose is to seat Communist China inChina's seat in the
United Nations and to expel the representatives of the
RepubBc of China. The many shocking events inwh~~ch

Peiping has been the principal actor in the past year
have causedmany people to hop~ that this questionwould
not be pressed at all at this session of the General
Assembly. However. since it is being pl'2ssed, the
United States intends to proceedwith complete candour.

99.. In February 1950, scarcely two months after
establishing its r~gimeonthe mainland, Peiping issued
a call to the peoples of Southeast Asi:a. to overthrow
theirGovernments, denouncingtheir leaders as puppets
of the imperialists. Before the year was out, it bad
invaded Tibet. Before the year was out it had also in­
vaded Korea. Communist China sent 1 million soldiers
'to re!nforce and prolong that aggression against the
RepUblic of Korea and against the Uffi.,ted Nations. Be­
cause of that act, the General Assembly, in February
1951, voted overwhelmingly to find Peiping guilty of
aggression. That United Nations resolution [resolution
498 (V)] is stUI outstanding. Red China is still defying
it.

101. Final settlement in Korea has been blocked by
Chinese Communist insistence at the 1954 Geneva Con­
ference on Indo-Chinaand its continuing insistence that
the United Nations committed that aggression inKorea

,S1

96. The United States is opposed to the seatingof the
Chinese Communists in the United Nations. We would
be opposed even if we didnot recognize the Republic of
China as the legitimate Government of the Chinese
'people. We base ourobjections uponthe Charter, which
must be our guide in all basic questions affeoting the
United Nations. There are certain Charter provisions
which so clearly apply to the present case that I quote
them as a universally accepted !:l+o~:1ard by which to
judge this question.

(The representative of the 'United States read para­
graph 1 of Article 1 and paragraph 1 of Article 4 of
the Charter.J
97. Many of you here today were in San Francisco in
1945 when the United Nations was founded. You will
remember that in the organizatiomll meetings it was
exhaustively debated whether membership should be
based upon universality or whether there should be
qualifications for membership. It was decided that, as
a prImary purpose of the United Nations was "to save
succeeding generations from the scourge ofwar, "uni­
versality was not to be the test ofmembership. There
must be qualifications for membership. fl., member must
be peace-loving and willing to take collective actionto
maintain international peace and security• The Soviet
Union at that time f;ltronglysupportedthisview.And so
Article 4 was adopted.

98. Now, is Red China a peace-loving nat~1' ~ Let us
.examine the record.

100. The result is that the Korean War has given way
only to anuneasy cease-fire inwhichthe United Nations
forces must daily patrol an armistice line 150 mUes
1hng, a line which ls constantly threatened by half a

, million battle-ready Communist troops.

,.::1
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"Every Communist must grasp the truththat politi­
cal power grows out ofthe barrelof a gun•••• In this
sense we can ev~n say that the whole world can be
remolded with the gun."

And likewise we grasp the meaningof LiuShao-chi, now
the titular head of Communist China, who once wrote:

"The most fundamental and common duty of Com­
munist Party members is to establish communism
and transform the present world into a communist
world."

116. Within mainland China itself, the Communist
authorities have committed many uncivilized acts
against foreign nationals and their citizens. They have
arrested huncI.reds ofChristian missionaries and killed
many religious leaders. They have imprisoned hun...
dreds of foreign civilians, including 158 Americans, of
whom five died as a result ofmaltreatmen~in prison.
They today hold five of my fellow citizens in gaol as
political hostages-despite a 'public pledge, now four
years old, to permit all Americans to return home
expeditiously. Chinese Moslem minorities have suf­
fered similarly, with countless numbers imprisoned
for "carrying on counter-revolutionary activity under
the cloak of religion".

117. Hand in hand with these policies has gone a con­
tinuing and systematic hate campaign against so-called
"imperialist enemies". By massive poisonous propa­
ganda against foreign countries the Chinese Com­
munists have sought to instil warlike and hostile
feelings against them in the hearts of the Chinese
people. My own. country has been the most prominent
target of this organized hatred, but many other coun­
tries represented in 'this body have been subject to it
as well. Thus, like many another tyranny before it,
Communist China has found foreign devils to blame for
the sufferings which it inflicts on Us own people.

118. Such are the facts of Communist China's conduct.
Some of these eventg have occurred in the past year
and have never before been faced by the General
Assembly. But these new facts simply corroborate a
conclusion which my country's late 8ecretaryof state,
John Foster Dulles, once stated in these words:

"The United Nations has a choice of Whether or
not to bring into its membership, and to veto power
on the Security Council, a re~mewhichhas flagrantly
defied the United Nations; 'nMch has fought U;which
has been found ,r' aggressor; and which fa'x from
being 'peace-Ioving'-the test for membership-has
·persistently violated the principles contained in the
Charter'-which is ~he test for expulsion. 11

119. I should like to deal with certain argume'.uts ofa
different kind which from time to time are made here.

120. We sometimes hear it said that Communist China
is indeed guilty of gross violations of the Charter, but
that admitting its representatives to the United Nations
would tend to remedy its behaviour by exposing the
r~gime to new ideas and influences. Further, it is even
urged that unless the Chinese Communists are admitted
here there is a greater danger of war because-so we
are told-no other place exists in which to negotiate
with them.

121. The UnitedStates cannot accepli these arguments.
As to the influence of new ideas which the Chinese
Communists might enoounter here; I leave it to those
with diplomatic missions in Peiping to judge for them-

arms and equipment prohibitedby the Armistice Agree­
ment.
109. In Laos, a troubled area with which the security
Council is now ooncerned, the hand of Peiping is again
visible. The Communist rebellion against the Royal Lao
Government is supported chiefly through Communist
North Viet-Nam, a r~gime which owes its existence in
large measUre to Chinese Communist efforts. The
Geneva agreements of 1954 aclmowledged the sover­
eignty of the Royal Lao Government over all Lao terri­
tory, including the provinces of Sam-neua and Phong­
saly, then under the military control ofthe Communist­
dominated Pathet Lao. However, the Communist puppet
troops refused to turn over the administration to the
Royal Government and fCl'cibly held these positions,
seeking additional political concessions, which they
finally obtained in 1956.

110. The sudden attacks in Laos last month came on
the heels of a lengthy visit to Communist China. by Ho
Chi Minh, Chief of the North Viet-Nam r~gime. All
along, Peiping has kept its radio propaganda machine
in high gear to support the Communist rebels, issuing
dire warnings against those who dare to help the
Government of Laos in its time of need.

111. I turn now to the tragic case' of Tibet. In nine
years, beginning in 1950, the Chinese Communists have
destroyed Tibet's hiBiDric autonomy, enjoyed since the
fall of the Manchus in 1911. It has massacred thousands
of the Tibetan people, and attemptedto stamp out their
ancfent Buddhist faith.

112. A~ all representatives lmow, the most recent act
in this ~ra.gedy began last March when the Chinese
Communists summarily dissolvedthe Tibetan Govern­
ment and established a so-called Tibet Autonomous
Region in whichthe word ~autonomous"is mere camou­
flage for a colonial despotism. The Dalai Lama, the
spiritual and temporal leader of his people, in danger
of' his life, succeeded in escaping with his followers
despite Communist attempts to hunt him down. Ever
since that date, the Chinese Communists have been
carrying on ruthless war against the Tibetans, have
done their best to seal off all escape by those seeking
refuge abroad, and have even pursued refugees acrOS1
international frontiers.

113. As a sequel to this Tibetan outrage, we learn
that Chinese Communist troop!9 are maldngterritorial
encroachments across the frontiers ofother States and
princi:Ql,lities in the Himalayan region. We learn that
their official maps show as Chinese la,rge areas long
regarded by other states as their territory. And,
characteristically, in the midst of these encroach­
ments, the Chinese Communists make charges of
aggression against the very countries whomthey offend.

114. All along the }:Iorders between Communist China
and non-Communist Asia there is trouble and discord.
From Korea south and west along the 6,000 mile arc
that ends in the Himalayas, we find a history of Chinese
Communist complicity in military aggression, sub­
version and outright seizure ofterritory. That history,
as just noted, has been tragically extended during the
past year and, ind~ed, the past few weeks.

115. By these many acts against neighbouring;nations,
the World has begun to find outwhat the ruler of Com­
munist China, Mao Tse-tung, meant when he wrote in
1938: ·

-
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132. My Government believes that, there is only one
possible answer: The standards of the United Nations
must prevail. It is our belief in those standards which
binds us together as a community ofnations and makes
the United Nations an effective force for peace. To
seat in this body, ~ounded to maintain the peace of the
world, a habitual offender against the pence, would
make a mockery of our Charter and rob it of all the
rnoral authority it now possesses. I

129. The Republic of China is recognized as the
legitimate Government of China by a substantial ma­
jority of the countries of the world. It is true that the
Peiping r6gime does now e:Kercise phySical control
over a much larger area of Chinese territory than
that under the control of the Republic of China. How­
ever, this situation represents a military rather than
a political realify.. The Republic of China has repeat­
edly stated its willingness to rest its claim to repre­
sent the Chinese people on the result offree elec~ons

held. throughout the country. The Communist militD-ry
dictatorship of Peiping does not dare to submit its
claim to any such test.
130. I conclude.' The issue here is simple. The pro­
ponents of seating Red China are, not demanding that
Red China change its ways. Some of them-I refer to
the Soviet Union and its satellites-even have the
effrontery to lo.,ud the Peiping r,6gime on the floor of
this body for iu.' so-called contributions to peace and
stability in ASia. And I must add in all candour that
the representative of India, wh9Se Government admits
many of the indisputable facts of Red China.'e record.
when he insists on this item, is in effect insisting
that the United Nations modify its standards in order
to accommodate the power of lawlessness.

131. The question therefore is: Snall we stand fast
and require conformity to United Nations standards,
or shall we take the step-the truly irrevocable step­
~f de~asing the standards of the United Nationa to
allow this or any other r~gime to IJhoot its way into
the United Nations simply be.cause its gw'UJ' arepower­
ful?

,,~ ~--, ,, t
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selves what effect they are able to e:Kert today on the or civil wars-in Korea, Tibet, Indo-China, the
international conduct of Communist China. Philippines, Malaya, and Laos. It has fought the United

Nations. It has been found by it to be an aggressor.
It continues to defy the United Nations decision to
reunify Korea [resolution 3fl6 (V»). It has flagrantly
violated the Korea and Indo-China international ar...
mistice agreements. It openly p~oclaims its continu­
ing purpose. to use force in the Taiwan strait.

128. We invite all representatives to compare the
record of Communist China in international affairs
with the standards set forth in the Charter. We be­
lieve they will overwhelmingly conclude, as we do,
that the Chinese Communist r~gime has acted, and
is acting still, not to maintain but to destroy Intel'­
national peace and security; not to remove but to
create threats to the peace and acts ot aggression;
not to develop friendly relations among nations but
to sow hatred of other countries. In this centre for
harmonizing the actions of nations, we believe itwould
contribute only discord and dishonour. By the same
standards we hold that the Republic of China, a stal­
wart ally against the forces of aggression in World
War U and a i"eliable comrade in the caUSe of peace,
is entitled to the seat it occupies here today both
under Article 3 of the Charter and by reason of its
consistent support for the Charter's principles.

122. I would bnly point out'tl.1at the Chinese Com­
munists came here to the United Nations once, in the
Winter of 1960-1951, and displayed an attitude of arro­
gance and bitte~ hatred; and that they have since been
invited to take part in particular deliberations here and
have declined to do so. Their vicious attacks on the
United ~Al',~~nS in their propaganda demonstrates how
they would interpret the principles ofthe UnitedNations
were they seated in its councils. There is not the
slightest evidence that they would abate their aggras­
sive policies. All the evidence, suggests, rather, ~hat

they would gain new influence and n~w opportunities to
subvert the purposes of the Charter andto pervert this
great Organization to their lawiess ends.

123. Now let us consider the argument that there is
no plac6 e:Kcept the United Nations inwhichto negotiate
with the Chinese Communists. :My own country has
negotiated with them over the past eight years: at
Panmunjom, in Geneva and in Warsaw. We have negoti­
ated with them about Korea, about Indo-China, about
the prisoners whom they unlawfully detained, and about
the Taiwan strait. 'The lack is not of a forum for negoti­
ation, but of a willingness on the part of the Chinese
Communists to settle any important question, e:Kcept by
causing the opponents to surrender.

124. Finally, it is ,often st~ted by Red China'3 sup­
porters that refusal to seat this r6gime in the United
Nations denies representation in this worldbodyto 600
million mainland Chinese. In viewofthe long record of
aggreSSions and threats of war by the Peipingr6gime,
thiS argument would have no validity even if it were
true. Howev~r, as a matter of fact, the fanatics,l ag­
gressive :rulers of Peiping come no closer to re­
presentingthe will and aspirations of the Chinese people
than they come to represent the win and aspirations of
the Tibetar.t people or, for that matter, than the puppet
r6yime of Budapest comes to representingthe will and
aspirations of the Hungarian people. The Peipfng
r~gime was imposedbyforce andfraudwiththe volition
of only a small fraction of the Chinese people. It has
kellt itself in power by bloody purges andby the liqui­
dation of some 18 million mainland Chinese in nine

.years.
126. Wit1:$. the pa.st year the Chinese Communist
authorities hav~ imposed a brutal commune systam,
destructive of all family life, upon 120 million fami­
lies, according to their figures. I submitthat no r~gime

representative of its people would have to resort to
wholesale murder, and a mass slavery unparalleled
in the W.story of the world,. in order to keep it8elf in
power.

126. The United States has carefuJ.1y weighed these
arguments. We find them based not on -reality", as
is sometimes alleged, but on futile hopes, groundless
fears, and wishful thinking. We rest our argument,
instead, on the solid facts of history and the solid
principles of the· Charter.

127. By every dandard of national and international
conduct. the Red r~g1me of Peiping is an outlaw. It
has :p'erpetrated mass murder and slavery upon its
own people. It has confiscated with6Ut compensation
hundreds of millions of dollarS oftheproperty of other
nationals. It has thrown ,foreign citizens into gaols
without trial and subjected many 'of them to inhuman
tf:lrtureIJ. In nine yearIJ it has promoted IJO; foreign



133. The representative from Nepal refe~~ed to the Gove~nment of the Republic of China, para~aph 2 of
opinions of a few American diplomats who favoured the draft resolution is obviously completely out of
AlXlerican ~ecognition of Red China and its admission place. Thus the second amendment introduced 'by the

, to the United Nations. I noted that he failed to note deleg~tion of Nepal is correctinproposingthedeletion
the :many which wholly disapproved of this policy. r of this paragraph, and it will have~ support of the
would take very little research on his part to discover Afghan delegation.•
that the overwhelming majority ofthe Americanpeople 140. We also support the first amendment proposed
supl)ort the United States policy of non-recognition by Nepal wldch calls on the General Assembly to

, and non-admission ofthis rt;gime to the United Nations. "accede to" the request of a Membe:r Nation for a
134. The last time the qUestion of United Nations disc~!!~ion of an international problem.
admission was submitted to the UnitedStates Congress 141. Since the substance of' the matter is not under
was in the election year of 1956. These election years, discussion at this stage, I should like to r~frain from
as you well mow, are critical years in American going further into it a,t the presenttime. If the amend-
political life. The vote on the resolution opposing the ments of the delega't!on of Nepal' receive the' approval
admission of Red China to the United Nations was 391 of the Assembly, we will support the t:lraft'resolution.
to none in the House and 86 ~o none in the Senate. In If the amendments are rejected, however, we should
other words, in an election year therewas not a single like our vote on this draft resolution to be :recorded
Congressman or Senator of eitp.er party who was will- as being against the recommendation of the General
ing to vote against that resolution. Committee.
135. And that was not all. The two parties went on 142. Mr. QUAISON-SACKEY (Ghana): My Govern-
to their political conventions and both of them adopted ment has always maintained the universality of the
almost identical planks reaffirming United States United Nations ever since the "package deal" of 1955,
opposition to the seating of Red China in this body. and we have not failed 'to emph~ize the fact that mem-
Mr. Eisenhower was elected on that platform. I\f.l". bersbip of our Organization must be'open to all inde-
Stevenson was nominated on a platformwhich included pendent nations. We do not believe that tile United
that same provision. The last tftne that Congress Nations should be an exclusive club from, which those
expressed its opinion onthis problemwas on 17 August States Members which we here may not happen to like
of this year, when a resolution in the House was passed at the moment are barred.
by the overwhelming vote cf 368 to 2. I hope that the 143. The que.fJtion of Chinese representation has been
amendments proposed by Nepal will not prevail, and placed on the provisional agenda year after ,year for
that the report of the General Committee will be several yearso On each occasion this Organization
approved'. has been placed in a farcical position by its inability
136. Mr. PAZHWAK (Afghanistan): Once again the even to discuss the problem. Each time, resol~xl~ons
question of the representation of China in the United have been adopted by the Assembly-against its belli.ter
Nations has beenbroughtbefo;retheGeneralAssembly. judgement, we think-to postpone a discussion of this
Although, the substance of the matter is' already being' question. To us, the attitude which some delegations
discussed-and it is very goad that it is being dis- have 'always adopted in preventingthe GeneralAssem-
cussed-in the view of my delegation, however, the bly from discussing the merits and demerits of this
substance is not before the General Assembly at this question is quite unrealistic.
stage. Therefore I shall confine my remarks to stating 144. We cannot igp.ore the existence of China with
the position of my delegation on the draft'resolution its 650 mi~lion people. Already, during the general
r~commended by the General Committee [A/4214, debate, mention has been m.ade of Tibet and Laos.
para. 7] and the amendments proposed by the dele- We have been told of trouble brewing in these Pa!1:P
gaiton of Nepal [A/L.261]. , of the 'World. It has even been suggested that theae
137. Our stand has been made quite clear on this questions should be brought before the Assembly for
matter in past years. I would merely state that tbis discussion. But how are we going to discuss these
stand remains unchanged. Last year, in presenting problems when the only alleged partner to these dis-
the views of my delegation, I :referred tothis problem putes is not allowed in the Assembly?
as one that had attracted andwas increasingly attract- 145;, It has elso been mentioned that China~saggres-
lng world public opinion. That was the concern of a sive tendencies make it unfit to become a member of
great number of Members of the United Nations, and this Organization. There, too, we ask: How can these
moreover was a question that should not be dellied tendencies of a nation which is outside this Organiza-
the (....)nsideration it deserved. The draft resol-ution tion be curbed? My delegation is strongly of the opin-
recommended by the General Committee, in the view ion that the admission of China into our fold will augur
of my delegation, is a denial of such consideration. It well for the standing and the future of this august
:foes not consider the right of a Member State to pro- Organization. '
pose the inclusion of an i~em on the agenda of the
General Assembly for di6cuSsion. 146. There are great issues" such as the amendment

of the Charter, whioh we have been unable to tackle
138. We cannot support the, denial of this right on because of the absence of China. We believe that it
principle as the United Nations is a place for peaceful is not right or just to exclude any country' from parti-
negotiation and discussion of all international prob- cipation in the United Nations merely beoausewehere
l~ms, particularly suoh problems thesolutionofwhioh do not agree with its form of government. If this were
depends solely upon the United Nations. The draft to be the principle, then our membership would be
resolution does not explain in any way the reason for much smaller than it is at present.
the deSirability of J. ejecting tbia item. " .

147. It is regrettable that for so many years our
139. As the request of the delegation of India ~d not Organization has appeared to the rest of the 'World to '
ask for ,the exclusion of the representatives of the be obli'Vioua to the great historioal developments that
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Government to practise the principles of toleranoe
and neighbourly relations enshrined in the Charter.
It is our hope that the evolution of events, inside and
outside C.lrlna, may be 1uch as to permit the peace..
fu1 aspirations of the Chinese people 'to exert a growing
influence over the actions of their Government. We
think: that thathope is most lil~elyto be realized th.:rough
a growing relaxation, rather than through an intensi..
fication, of international tension.

155. Unfortunately actions like that of China in Tibet
and on the Jndian border contribute in a very serious
way to the inten$ification of international tension.
Those of us who have devoted our efforts here to
liquidating the last remnants of imperialism and to
upholding the rights of small and defenceless peoples
to liberty and the peaceful setl;l,ement of disputes,
must condemn these actions of the Peiping Govern'"
mente

156. The delegation of Ireland has, in this Assembly,
consistently condemned all infringements of hwnan
rights, wherever they have occurred and whatever
state or group of states has been responsible for them.
Any attack upon human rights anywhere in the world
is, in our view, an attack upon human rights every­
where and, most specifically, upon the human rights
of small and defenceless peoples. Wethereforekeenly
resent that, at a time when the United Nations is
working earnestly and successfully to put an end to
colonial exploitation and to redress past injusticAs
elsewhere in the world, fundamental human rights
should be violated and set at nought in Tibet. It is right
and necessary that the principles of the Charter and
the spirit which by and large informs this Assembly
in thes~ matters should be made clear to the Peiping
Governtnent. We feel this strongly, and therefore for
our partwewouldthinkitfittingthatthese views shoUld
find" expression in an appropriate resolution at this
sessio,,l of the Assembly.

157. The Irish Government has taken no decision on
the question of the representation of China-which is
not before us-but it holds strongly that it is the duty
of the United Nations to do what it can, through dis­
cussion and negotiation, towin acceptance for the prin­
ciples of the Charter in China and to secure self'"
determination for the people of Korea. If a proposal
were before the Assembly at this moment to accept
the Peiping Government as representing China, my
delegation would advocate that, before any substantive
decision was taken, a United NatioilS effort should be
made through negotiation to secure from the Peiping
Government an undertaking to refrain from using
force against any of their neighbours, to give religions
freedom to the Chinese people, and to allowthe people
of all Korea to decide their destiny in an interna­
tionally supervised elect1on.

lp8. We submit that the Assembly should, through
discussion, attempt to bl'ing to light any pOSSibilities
of a peaceful solution of such problems. In some pre­
vious Cases where grave, grave crises existed, evold.ng
very strong feelings indeed, tb:J.s Assembly's discus­
sions and moral influence led to constructivepeaceful
solutions. That was the case with Suez in 1956 and
with the Lebanon last year. A discussion of the ques­
tion of Chinese representation might also bring out
constructive suggestions and exercise a healthy infiu­
ance, leading to negotiations and the peaceful settle­
ment of the related problems. And even if it did not,
the Assembly would have fulfilled its Charter duty by
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have taken place around us. I sincerely hope th!J.t this
year the General Assembly will see fit at least to dis­
cuss the question of Chinese representation. The dis­
cussion of internativna1 problems and their peaceful
solution is one of the main reasons why we meet here
every year, and it is unrealistic to assume that cer­
tain subjects can be discussed and others completely
ignored.
148. In line with the policy of my Government, there­
forE\, my delegation will support the amendJ11.ents pro­
posed by Nepal and supported by Afghanistan.

149. Mr. AIKEN (Ireland): I should like to explain
the precise considerations on which the attitude ofmy
delegation in regard to this matter is based.

150. This Assembly is, above all, a place of dis­
cussion, a forum in which major international pTob­
lems are debated. The more important a problem is
the more reason is there for it to be discussed here:
And no one would minimize the impor~ance of the
question of the representation of China.

151. It has been argued that this is an issue on which
feeling runs so high that no useful purpose would be
served by discussing it. My delegation finds it hard
to accept that argument. We are not here to discuss
matters on which we are all in agreement. Any major
problem tends to arouse high feeling; any problem that
containg a threat to peace will, by its very nature,
arouse the most intense f~elings. Yet these, we sub­
mit, are the vevy problems that we are here to dis­
cuss: problems which deeply divide nations andwhich,
therefore, involve dangerous possibilities of conflict.
And quite a number of such problems exist in the Far
East. There is, for example, the division of Korea,
the denial of civil and religious liberty by the Peiping
Government, the state of war between Peiping and
Taiwau, the ruthless oppression in Tibet-and nowtho
dangerous tension in Laos, and the attempt by Peiping
to determine the northern boundary of India by force.

152. This debate'does not, c.f course, lend itself to
a constructive and decisive discussion of all these
problems and I have no intention of goingltinto them
in any detail. Perhaps I may be permitted, however,
since it has an obviouS bearing onthe proposal to dis­
cuss the representation of China at the present junc­
ture, to express the feelings of abhorrence and repro­
bation which the actions of the Pelping Government in
Tibet have aroused in my country.

153. 'V.Mle we in Ir~land reject all ideologies which
deny civil and religious liberty, we 'bear no enmity
to the Chinese people. Indeed, we have much admira­
tion for the Chinese people and their ancient culture.
We have always sympathized. with th(~ir sufferings at
tha hands of foreign powers. The de'V'oted labours of
Irish 'missionaries in China symbolize Irelandts
friendship for the Chinese people and our interests
in their welfare. We recognize that the bitter feelings
aroused in Chinaby foX'eign aggression and exploitation
were bound to leave a spirit of violence as an after­
math. But, in our view, past wrongs done to China
cannot excuse, even in the slightestdegree, theperse­
cution of religion in China, the aggression in Korea,
the b:rutal crushing of Tibetan autonomy, the expul­
sion of the:religious leaders of the Tibetan people, or
the use of force on the Indian border.

154. We believe that the people of Ohina, in accord­
ance with their own best traditions, would wish their
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discussing .in a constructive and orderly way a situa- 160.. In the case of the Far East p:roblems which 1
tion which is dangerous to peace.. have mentioned, that function cannot, we feel, properly

be discharged by this Assembly without a fundamental
159.. In conclusion, may Isaythatthe collective action diScussion of the critical question of representation
for the settlement of disputes which is envisaged in in this Organization..
the Charter presupposes a basis of agreement, and
agreement cannot be found without discussion.. In other 161.. Such a df,Scussion-not a formal and inconclusive
words ~ without free, full and orderly discussion the confrontation of rigidly opposed views, but a careful
Assembly cannot tulfi.! its most important function.. deliberation leading to a generally accepted construe-
That function is to carry with us the informed and tive solution-cannot take place unless this item is
active goodwill of reasonable men in a position to inscribed on our agenda.. For that reason, my dele-
influence policy-reasonable men, wherever they may gation will vote for the amendments proposed by the
be, who like to hear all sides of a case, to think out delegation of Nepal.
political problems for themselves, and to back their
oonvictions with word and deed. The meeting rose a.t 1 p.m.
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