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THE CONTRACTING STATES,
Recalling Article 55 of the. United Nations Charter;

Acting in pursuance of resolution 1904 (XVIII), adopted by the General Assembly

of the Un!ted Nations on 20 IQovember 1963 j

Desiring to eliminate all forms of racial di~crimination and to secure respect

for the dignity of the human person;

Have AGREED as follows:

Article I-
(1) For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) "person" includes a group of persons;

(b) "discrimination" means any distinct'!.on, exclusion, limitation or

preference made on the basis of race, colour or ethnic origin.

(2) Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as implying any right to

discrimir~te on any basis other than those listed in Article I (1) (b) above,

such as sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, social origin,

proper-cy, birth or other status.
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Article II

(1) A Contracting State shall not discriminate or support discrimination against

any person in any manner. In particular, a Contracting State slJall not

discrUninate against any person as regards civil rights, access to citizenship,

education, religion, employment, occupation or housing.

(2) A Contracting State shall pursue a national policy designed to prevent

discrimination wlthin its tel'ritory.

(3) Within the territory of a Contracting State, it shall be an offence to

commit, or to incite to commit, an act of violence against another person on the

grounds of race, colour or ethnic origin.

Article III

(1) The Contracting States shall secure to evel'yone within their territory the

rights defined in this Article•
..... (2) '" E~~ryone,-' .without discrimination, shall have the right:

(a) to equality before the law;

(b) to security of person against bodily harm;

(c) to equal access to any place intended for use by the general public.

(3) Every national of a Contracting State, without discrimination, shall:

(a) have the right in that State to participate in elections and in the

government; and

(b) be eltgible for admission to the public service of that State, in

accordance with the national procedures.

(4) Everyone whose rights as set forth in this Article al'e violated shall have

an effective remedy before a national authority or tribunal.

Article IV

(1) This Convention shall be open until

for signature by any State Member of the United Nations or any of its

Specialized Asencies, at the Headquarters of the United Nations.

(2) This Convention shall be subject to ratification. Instrvments of

ratification shall be deposited with the Secretar~-Generalof the United Nations.

I .. ·



E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.3C9
El~bl:tsh

Page 3

(j) This Convention shall be open td accession by My State referred to in

paragraph (1) of this Article. Instruments of' accession shall be deposited ".,ith

the Secretary..General of the United Nations.

Tb..! States Parties to this Convention recognize that the COllvention is

applicable not only to -cheir metropolitan territory but aleo to all non-self

governi'1g, trust, colon::'a1 and other territo:'ie:3 for the interna.tional reJ.at:i.on

of which they are responsible; they ur~dertake to consult,if necessa~J, the

governments or other competent authorities o~ these territo~ies on or before

ratification, acceptance or accession w"lth a. view to sectlring the application of

the Convention to those territories, and to notify the Secretary-General of the

United Nations of the territories to which it is accordingly applied, the

notification to take effect three months after the da'ce of Hs receipt.

Article VI

(1) This Convention shall enter into force ninety days after the date of deposit

of the Ltwentiethl instrument of ratification or accession.

(2) For each state ratifying or acceding after the date of deposit of the

Ltwentiethl instrument of ratification or accession, this Convention shall enter

into force ninety days after the deposit of the instrument.

Arti.cle VII

A Contracting State may denounce this Convent~on on its own behalf or on

behalf of any territory for wl10se international relations it is responsible, by

a written notification to the Secretar~r..General vf the United Nations.

A denunciation shall talte effect for that State one ~'ea~~ after the date of

its rec~ipt by the Secretary-General.

;;.;;Ar-..t_i-.c,;;;;,le...llil

The Secretary-General of tne United Nations shall info~ all the States

referred to in paragraph (1) of Article IV of the following particular:
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(a)

'(b)

(c)

(d)

Signa.tures, ratif1catiotls and accessions under Article IV;

. extensions under Article V;

the date of entry into force of this Convention under Article

denunciations under Article v~I.

VI·,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries ha.ve signed this

Conven"Jion.

Done at r.Tew York, this day of 196 , in a single copy, of

which +'he Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spantsh tex'cs ere equally

authentic and which shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations,

and certified copies· of wh.:,ch shall be sent by the Secretar~r..General of.the

United I;ations to all the States refel"red to in paragraph (1) of Article IV of

this Convention.
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