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I. INTRODIrcTION

l. At its 3rd plenary meeting. on 21 Septenber 1984, the ceneral Assembly, on
the recomnendation of the ceneral conmittee' decided to include in the agenda of

- its thirty-ninth sesaion the ltem entitled:

OFFICE OF TIIE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REATreEES

Repor t of the Thlrd Conmittee

Rapporteur: ltr. Grzegorz POIOWCZyK (Poland)

I'Office of the United l{aCions High Comlssloner for Refuge€s:

"(a) Report of the High Conmissioner I

" (b) AEEistance to refugees in Africa: report of the Secre tary-ceneral',

l.' r* to allocate it to the Thlrd Cornmittee.

. 2. The Third cqnnlttee considered the item at its 36th, 38th to 4lst, 47th, 50tht ' andl 53rd meetinga, on 12 to L5. 2L. 26 and 28 Novenber 1984. An account of the
; Conmittee'E dlscussion is contained in the relevant sumrnary records
l., (A/c.3/39/sR.35 

' 38-4I, 47, 50 and 53).

i 3. Ibe Conmlttee declded to consider item 100 together wlth the relevant chapters
, of the report of the Economic and Social Councll (agenda itern 12) pertalnlng to

speclfic cases of providlng agslgtance to refugeeo.

4. In connection with iten 100, the Committee had before it the following
' dcumentation:

I
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(a) Report of
(A/39/3 (Part II)),

the Economic and Socia] council, chapter fIIr section D

v
(b) Report of the united Nations High connissioner for Refugees lM39/L2 and

Add.L) | U
(c) second International conference on Assistance co Refugees in Africa!

report of the secretary-General (A/39/402 and Add.l) t

(d) I€tter dated 27 ilanuary 1984 from the Permanent Representative of
Denocratic Kampuchea to the United Nations addressed to the Secreta ry-Generaf.
transmitting the text of the communiqu6 of the 4th neeting of the council of
Minlsters of the @alition Government of Democratic Kampuchea' held on
24 alanuary L984 (A/39 /92-s,/16 301) t

(e) Letter dated 15 March 1984 fron the chargC drAffaires a.l. of the
Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to lhe United Nations addressed to the
secretary-General, transrnitcing the final declaration and resolulions adoPled
at the lburteenth Islanic @nference of Foreign l4inisqers, held at Dhaka froltl
5 to 10 December L983 (A/39/133-E/L64I7 | t

(f) Letter dated 3 April 1984 from the Permanent RePresentative of Thailand
to the united Nations addressed to the secretary-General (A/39 /I65-s/I6 4 62 and
Cor r. 1) t

(s) Letter tlated 17 April 1984 fron the Pernanent RePresentative of
Denocratlc Kanpuchea to the Unlted Nations addressed to the secreta ry-Genera I
lN39/Lsvs/L6 4861 r

(h) .Letter dated 17 April 1984 from the Pernanent Representative of Thailand
to the United Nations addressed to the Secre ta ry-Genera I (A/39 /I89'S/L6490 and
corr.l ) t

(i) Letter dated 23 April 1984 fron the Permanent Representative of Indonesia
to the United Nations addressed to the Secrecary-General, transnit.ting the text of
a stacement released at Jakarta on 19 APril 1984 by the Chairman of the standing
@mmittee of the Association of South-East Aslan Natlons, on behalf of the ASEAN

Minister6 for Forelgn Affalrs (A/39/204-s/L64991 ,

(j) I€tter dated 24 April 1984 from the Pernanent Representative of the
Lao Peopler s f,ietnocr a t ic Republic to the unlted Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General ' trananitting a Menorandum of the Foreign ulnlstry of Che

Peopler6 Republic of (anpuchea issued on 19 April 1984 (A/39/2I2-s/165051 t

y To be issued as
sesslon, Suppletnent No. 3

U offlcial Records of the General Assenbly, Thirty-nintb Session,
Supplements No. 12 and 12A (N39/L2 and Add.U.
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(k) I€tter dated I0 !4ay 1984 frorn the Permanent Representative of Indone6ia
to the Uniled Natlons addressed to the Secre lary-ceneral, transmitting a statementA issued at Jakarta on 8 t4ay f984 by the Minlsters for Foreign Mfairs of ASEAN

- tA/39/251-s/L6555) ,

' (1) Letter dated 15 July 1984 fron the Charg€ d,Affaires a.i. of the
Pernanent Mission of !4a1aysia to lhe United Nations to the S€cre ta ry-General,

' transrnitting the tent of the ASEAN Foreign Ministersr Joint statement on the
. Kampuchean problern, issued in Jakarta on 9 JuIy L9B4 (A/39/35?-S/L6672|.
' 5. In connection with the relevant chapters of the report of the Economic and
' Social council Pertalning to specific cases of providing agsisCance to refugees,

the Corntnittee had before it the fouoning documentation:

. (a) ReporE of the LJnited Nations High connissioner for Refugees on asslstance
to refugees in Somatia (A/39/4431 |

r (b) Report of the United Nations High Co nissioner for Refugees on

. 
hunanibarian assistance to refugees in Djibouti (A,ng/Aaal ,

* (c) Report of the United Nations Hlgh Comnissioner for Refugees on the
. sltuation of refugees in the Sudan (A/39/44Sri

(d) Report of th€ Secretary-General on assistance to displaced persons in
Ethiopia (A/39/aa6l t

(e) Report of the United Nations High comrnissioner for Refugees on assistance
to student refugees in southern Afr|ca (A/39/4471 .

6. At the 36tb neetlng' on 12 Novernber, the united Nations High commissioner for
ftefugees nade an introductory seaternent.

II. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Drafl resolution A/C.3/39lL.3I

*- 7. At the 47th meeting' on 2I November, the representative of Caneroon. on behalf
- of the states l'lembers of lhe Unlted Nations that are rnenbers oe IIE-IfFcan croup,

introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/3g/L.381 entltted I'second International
' @nference on Assistance to Refugees in Afrlcan.
' 8. At the soth neetingr on 26 l,tovernber, the comnittee attopled draft resolution, A/C.3/39/L.38 Hithout a vote (see para. 12, draft resolution I) .

B. Draft. resolution A/C. 3/39lL. 3 7

9. At ehe 4?th neeting, on 2l Novenber, the representative of Flnland introduced
a draft resolution (A/C.3/39/L.37 ) entitted "Report of the United Nations High
Conmissioner for Refugeesn, sponsored by Australia, Austria. BelgiurllEqLllllr,

)
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I

and ,.as ell as , the
, the united states of America venezuela

s as and sonal i a ,
subsequently joineal bY the CornoroE

and the Ganbia.

I0. A statenen! by the secretary-General on the programne budget implications of
the draft resolution vtas clrculated in docunent Vc.3/39/L'52'

11. At the 53!(l rneeting, on 28 llovember, the comnittee adopted draf! resolution
A/C.3/3,/L.37 without a vote (see Para. 12, draft resol-ution II) '

III. RECOIIMENDATIONS OF TIIE TIIIRD COMMITTEE

L2. t?re third @runittee reconmends to the G€neral Assenbly the adoption of the
foUowirE draft resolutions t

DRAFT RESOLUTION I

The General Asaenbly,

necallinq its resoluEions 37 /]-97 of 18 December 1982 and 38/120 of
oeEfr6FJS'8 g relating Eo the second International Conference on Assistance
Refugees ln Afr ica,

Having considered the rePorts of the secretary-General on the second

tnteriTfl6ial Conference on Asslstance !o Refugees in Afrlca' hetd at Geneva

fron 9 !o 11 JulY 1984'

welcoming the results obtained by the confefence and notably the adoptlon
or gnEEElEiation and programme of Action, vrhicb provides lbe international
cdr[lunity t,ith a collective strategy to achleve lasEing solutlons,

cravelv concerned ac lhe persistent and aerious probten of large numberE

of re?IlEes on the African continent,

Aware of the econonic and social burden borne by African countries of

" 
sylui'!-tt account of the presence of theae refugees anal lts conEequences for

their national development and of the heavy sacrlfices made by tben' desPite
their limited resources,

Recognizing the universal collective resPonsibili!y of sharing the urgent
.na ofiifiEtl.trrg burden of the problen of Afrlcan refugees through effective
mobilization of resources to meet the urgent and long-term need6 of lhe

a
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refugees and to strengtlen the capaclty of countries of a€ylum to provide
adeguately for the refugees fhire they renain rn those countries, as rrerr asto assiet tbe countrles of origin in the rehabilitatlon of voluntary returnees,

. - Esplasi3tnq the vital itnportance of tbe cornplenentarity between refugeeald and developnent assistance,

. 
Ngling vrlth satlsfactlon the wlde partlcipatlon of Member States,apecialized agencleE' and rntergovernnental and non-governnentar organizatronsand the coftnltments and pledges made at said Conference,

. I. D(preases its appreciation to the Secretary-ceneral of the Unitedllattona, the Secre tary-ceneral of the Organizatlon of African Unity, thethlted t'rations High corunisaioner for Refugees and the Mministratoi ofthe united Nations Deveropment progranme for their com.nendabre effort inorganizing the second rnternational conference on Assiatance to Refugees inAfricat

^ ?. Endorges the hclaratlon and tbe programte of Action aalopted by the
Second Internatlonal conference on A.aElgtance to Refugees in lfricil 3,zl

3. E(presses its deep appreciatron to African host countries, vrhich are
the b199est donors, for their generoua contrl.bution and continuous efforr roalrevlate the pltght of refugees ln spite of their criticaL econonic situation,

4. Exf,rre8ses once again lts appreciation to the international conmunlty
and, in particular, to all donor countries, gpeciallzed agencies, regional
organlzationE, and lntergovernrnental and non-governlnental 0rganizatlons fortheir support and 1nit18l regponse to the projectg submlttear to the conferencet

5. Urge6 the internaCional cofimunity to naintain the momentun created
by the conference and to translate lnto reality the projects presented as rfelr
as the prlnclples in the Declaratlon and program|le of Actlon agreed upon bythe Conference,

5. Bnphaslzes the vltal lnportance of the complenentari ty of refugee
aid and development aaslstance and of achlevlng durable solutions to lhe
problens of refugees ln Afrlca Chrough the voluntary repatriation or local
integration of refugeeE and the necessity of providlng assistance for thestrengthening of the social and economlc infriEtructures of African countries
receiving refugees and retufnees t

-7. Reguests the United Nations High Com issioner for Refugees tocontinue to keep the situation of refugees ln Africa under constinE reviewwith a vlew to providlng adeguate hunahitarian assLseance for reli.ef and
expanded durable solutions ?

D
v A/39/402, annex.
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8. Calls upon all pertinent organlzations of lhe United Nations systen,
as well aa relevant r€gionalr intergovernnental and non-governnenta I
organizations to lend their supPort, rrithin thelr sphere of compeeence, to
the reallzation of the goals of the Conference t

9. tieguests the secretary-@neral, in accordance with the DecLaration
and erograrnme oi AcEion, to nonitor, in consultatlon and close co-oPeration
nith the orgahizatlon of African Unity and notably the united Nations Higb
@mnissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Developnent Progranme, the
follorr-up of the conferencet

10. Purther requests the Secre tary-General to report to the General
Assenbly aa its fortieth session, through the Econonic and social council'
on the implenentation of the present reaolution'

DF,AFT RESOLUTION II

Repor! of the united Nations ltigh comtnissloner for Refugees

The General Assetnblv,

Raving considered the report of the United Nations High Comnissioner for
Refugees on the activities of his office, t/ as weLL as the report of the
Executive comnlttee of the High conmissioner's Progranme on its thirty-fifth
session, !r/ and baving heard the statenent rnade by the Hlgh Commissioner on
12 Novenber L984, V

Recalling its resolution 38/L2I of 16 Decenber 1983,

Iteaffirmlng tbe purely humanitarian and non-political character of the
activities of the office of the High comnissioner,

a

Deeply concerned that refugees and disPlaced
High contnissioner continue to face distressingly
of the world,

persons of concern to lhe
serious problems in all parts

Streasing the fundamental inporeance of the High Comnissionerrs
international protection function and the need for Stales to co-oPerate nith
the High comtissioner in the exercise of this essential function, particularly
in view of the continued and persistent violatlons of the basic rights of
persons of coneern to his office,

!/ official Records of f,he General Assenbly' Thirty-ninth sesslon,
Supplement No. 12 (A/39/L2r.

y rbid., supplenent No. 12A (A/39/L2/Add.L',t.

V A/C.3/39/5R.35' Paras- I-I2. I
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Welcoming the additional accesalons to the 195I United Nations
Convention 7 and the 1967 protocol relating to the Status of nefugees, q/

Particularly concerned that in various regions the safety and welfare of
refugees and asylum-seekers continue to be seriously jeoparatized on account of
mllltary or armed attack6, acts of piracy and other forms of brutality.

hphasizinq Chat voluntary repatriation or return remalns the most
desirable solution to problerns of refugees and displaced personE of concernto the ltigh Comissioner,

EnFhasizing further the importance for the international comruniiy
to contlnue to provlde assLstance and resettlernent opportunitles for those
refugees for nhon no other durable solulion nay be in sight, notably in
regions where countries of first refuge continue generously to receive
refugees arriving by land or by sea,

Noting lrith deep appreciation the valuable support extended by nany
Governnrents to the High @nunissioner in carrying out his humanitarian task,

Noting with satisfaction the positive resulls achieved by the second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, held at ceneva
fron 9 to 11 JuIy 1984' aa part of a continuing process of increasing
internatlonal lnterest in and support for the refugee situation in Africa,

welcomlng the progress made by the High Comrnissloner in irnproving the
rnanagetnent of his Office, and urging hlm to pursue his efforts in this
direction in line wlth the relevant resolutions of the ceneral Assembly and
decisions of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the High Conmissioner,

Taking note of the decision of the High @nnissioner16 Executive
Cornmitee€ on the lntroduction of Arabic, chinese and Spanish as officlal
languages of the lxecutlve Conunittee

I

-

1. Conmends the United Nations
staff for the d€dicateal and efficleht
discharge their responsibll lties t

High Commissioner for Refugees and his
manner in rrhlch they continue to

t
2. Stronglv reaffirms the fundanental nature of the Figh Coflmissioner I g

function to provide lnternati.onal protectlon and the need for covernmentE to
continue to co-operate fully with his Office in order Co faciLitate the
effectlve exercise of this function, in particular by aceedlng to and fully
implementing the relevant international and regional refugee instrutnents and
by scrupulously observing the principles of asylurn and non-refoulernenE t

United Natlons, Treatv Series, vol. I89, No. 2545, p. 137.

&19.. r vol. 606, No. 879I, p. 267.t
!-/
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3. condemns all vlolationa of the rights and safety of refugees and
asylum-seeker9, in particular those perpetrated tbrough mllltary or arned
attacks against refugee canlrs and settlements and other forns of brutatitv
and by the fallure to reacue asylurtr-seekers in distreEs a! seat

4. gIgE all Stabes, in co-operation r.ri th the Office of the Uniteal
Nations High Comls8ioner for Refugee6 and other competent international
bodles, to take arr neaEures necessary to ensure the safety of refugees and
asylun-seekerst

5. Further urgea all States to support the High Comnissloner ln
dlscharging his responeiblLity to purgue durable €orutiona to the problen ofrefugeea and displaced persons of concern to his Office, prlnarily through
voluntary repatriatlon or return, includlng assistance to returneeg as
appropriate, or, wherever appropr iate, through integration ln countries
of asylum or resettlenent in tbird countriest

6. Expre€ses deep appreciatlon for the valuable naterlal and
humanitarian reaponse of many receiving countrie6 and in parttcular those
deveroplng councrie8 that, despite their serlous econonl.c criges and rinlted
resourcesr continue to admlt, on a pernanent. or tenForary basls, large nunbersof refugees and dlsplaced peraons of concern to the High couunissioner rEl

office' and, reafflrming the principle of internatlonal solidarity and burden-
sharlng. urgea the lnternational codrunity to assi€t receiving countrleE ln
order to enable then to cop€ ylth the addltlonal burden created by thelr
pre6encet

7. t{otes rrlth satlafactlon the lnlttativea taken by the High
cormt ss ionFli-tffilTifEf,Gicept of areveropnen e-or iented as;i.ranc€ ro
refugees and returneea, eherever appropriale, and urges hin to pursue thoae
efforts in corperation with intereBted Governments as $ell as rith the world
Bank, the United Natlon€ tteveloprent prograftne and other developrnental
organizations, including non-governnental organl zatlon6,

8. Comends all States that facilitate the attaidnent of durable
solutlons and contrtbute generously to the gigh oornnissloner 16 progranmest

9. Notes wirh lpgigEig the sul[)ort conslstently given the
nistr oomni;ffi;F6t;6ffif;-Tine unilea Narions systei.-as well as
i nlergovernnental and non{overnnentar organrzatlons, in carrying out his
humanitarian task, and regue6tE the Eigh Comissloner to continue tocrordinate hls efforts uith those agencies and organizatlonsl

10- calls upon all strtes to prorpte durable solutlons and to contribute
generously to the glgh comllasioner i6 humanitarlan prograr,nes ln order to
assist peraong of concern to the Uigh Conmissioner ln a splrit of
international solidarl ty and burden-gharing.

I
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