SAICM/ICCM.2/7

Distr.: General

2 May 2009
— Strategic Approach N .
SAlCl tointernational Original: English
~——— Chemicals Management

International Conference on Chemicals Management

Second session

Geneva, 11-15 May 2009
Agenda item 4 (g)

Implementation of the Strategic Approach to International
Chemicals Management: information exchange and scientific and technical cooperation

K0951732

Performance of information clearing house functions by the
secretariat for the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
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Note by the secretariat

1. The functions of the secretariat for the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management set out in paragraph 28 of the Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Approach
include the provision of information clearing house services. It was envisaged that such services would
include the provision of advice to countries on implementation of the Strategic Approach, referral of
requests for information to relevant sources and facilitation of access to information and expertise in
support of specific national actions.

2. In addition, the Committee of the Whole, which met during the first session of the International
Conference on Chemicals Management, held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February
2006, recommended that the Strategic Approach secretariat should initiate discussions on the possible
transfer of the Information Exchange Network on Capacity-building for the Sound Management of
Chemicals (INFOCAP) to the secretariat for it to administer.

3. During the period since the first session of the Conference the secretariat has redeveloped its
website, designed a supplementary information technology platform to support clearing house functions
and undertaken consultations on the integration of INFOCAP into that platform. Much of this work has
been made possible through financial support provided by the Government of Germany. The underlying
philosophy in developing the clearing house is that it should be as comprehensive as the Strategic
Approach itself in its scope while avoiding the duplication of existing information resources. The
clearing house is therefore structured to cover all five categories of objectives set out in the Overarching
Policy Strategy, with an emphasis on providing an entry point to the wealth of databases, information
portals, publications and calendars of events that are already established.

4. A further dimension to the clearing house is provision for individual stakeholders such as
Governments, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations to present
information on their Strategic Approach implementation activities, either through links to existing
websites or, where none exist, by making the information available through the Strategic Approach
clearing house. The clearing house also makes provision for regional and other groups of stakeholders
to interact electronically to exchange information or develop positions on issues.
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5. The current status of the information clearing house is that the technical infrastructure is
essentially ready. A copy of the home page of the clearing house in its current state of development is
attached for reference in the annex to the present note. All that remains to be done for the clearing house
to become operational is for the secretariat to obtain the staff resources required to populate the clearing
house with links and other data that are sufficiently extensive to make the clearing house a worthwhile
tool, to update the clearing house on a continuous basis so that it can be relied upon as a source of
accurate and current information and to respond promptly and effectively to requests for guidance. In its
budget proposal for the period 2010-2012 contained in document SAICM/ICCM.2/9, the secretariat
recommends the establishment of a Professional post at the P-3 level to perform, among other tasks, the
work of operating and further developing the clearing house.

6. The information clearing house will be on display at the secretariat’s exhibition booth during the
current session of the Conference.

7. The Conference may wish to note the progress in the development of the secretariat’s
information clearing house and the need for additional staff resources to make it operational.
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Annex
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