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  Implementation of the recommendations adopted by the 
Thirty-fourth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Asia and the Pacific*** 
 
 

1. The Thirty-fourth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Asia and the Pacific, held in Bangkok, Thailand from 30 November to  
3 December 2010, adopted a set of recommendations, following the consideration 
by working groups of the issues defined below. A questionnaire on the 
implementation of the recommendations was dispatched on 20 June 2012 for 
responses by 7 September 2012. 

2. The present report was prepared on the basis of information provided to the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) by Governments in reply to 
that questionnaire. As of 20 September 2012, replies had been received from the 
Governments of Armenia, Australia, China, Hong Kong SAR PR China, Japan, 
Macau SAR PR China, Nepal and New Zealand. Other Member States may wish to 
report to the meeting on implementation under the corresponding agenda item at the 
Meeting.  
 

__________________ 

 * English is the working language of the subsidiary body. 
 ** UNODC/HONLAP/36/1. 
 *** This document has not been edited. 
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  Issue 1: Challenges to effective drug law enforcement  
 

  Recommendation (a) 
 

Governments should ensure that their law enforcement agencies have 
established and promulgated procedures to follow in response to threats 
received against officers performing their drug enforcement duties. 

3. The Government of the Republic of Armenia reported that it had put effective 
procedures in place to respond to threats received against officers performing their 
drug enforcement duties. One of them was the “National Project”, in which all law 
enforcement agencies and interested ministries took part. The Criminal Code and 
the Administrative Code of the Republic of Armenia contained articles related to the 
response to the threats of drug trafficking since 2003, when the country’s legislation 
on drugs and psychotropic substances came into force. 

4. In China, the Operational Procedures of Forensic Examination and 
Investigation on Drug Manufacturing Scene formulated by the Ministry of Public 
Security had come into force in June 2010. The established procedures aimed at 
guaranteeing the quality of collected evidence from drug manufacturing scene and 
to protect the safety of investigators. They clearly defined the standard procedures 
of examination on drug scene, especially on disposal of chemicals. 

5. Hong Kong, China Customs had also established procedures to respond to 
potential threats associated with anti-narcotics work and corresponding 
precautionary measures. In addition, the Hong Kong, China Police had procedures 
in place to respond to threats received against officers performing their duties, 
including drug enforcement officers.  

6. In Japan, the National Police Agency (NPA), as a law enforcement agency, had 
taken strict measures based on national legislation and evidence in response to 
threats received by drug enforcement officers. 

7. Macau, China indicated that several regulations and procedures had been 
established to deal with threats received against officers performing their drug 
enforcement duties.  

8. In Nepal, the Government had ensured that the procedures in place ensured the 
safety and security of officers performing their drug enforcement duties in response 
to the threats received. 

9. In New Zealand, the New Zealand Police and other law enforcement agencies 
had mandated procedures in relation to threats against law enforcement officers. 
They included risk assessment, risk management, protection strategies and active 
investigation.  
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  Recommendation (b) 
 

Governments must take steps to support their drug law enforcement agencies 
in developing close operational ties, for example, through the exchange of 
information on the identification and movement of known traffickers, the 
undertaking of combined counter-narcotic operations on shared land and river 
borders, and joint training exercises that foster closer cooperation.  

10. The Government of the Republic of Armenia indicated that a number of  
inter-agency agreements with law enforcement agencies of other countries had been 
concluded. Through those agreements, the exchange of operational information, on 
transnational illicit trafficking of drugs and the licit movement of precursors was 
carried out. 

11. In Australia, the Australian Federal Police (AFP) International Network 
consisted, as at 30 June 2012, of 92 AFP appointees in 28 countries. The 
International Network had grown in line with the volume of transnational crimes 
investigated by the AFP. The focus of the AFP’s International Network was on high 
priority or sensitive operational enquiries and strategic engagement. The AFP had 
conducted joint training exercises with foreign law enforcement agencies to foster 
closer collaboration on counter-narcotic operations. Those exercises centred on 
intelligence and operational investigations with focus on narcotics. They had 
resulted in an increase in effective exchange of information and improved joint 
operational outcomes across the Asia-Pacific region. 

12. In 2011, China had established 8 drug control border liaison offices (BLO) 
with Myanmar, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Viet Nam, through which 
drug intelligence sharing and operational cooperation had been further strengthened. 
In addition, in 2010 and 2011, China had held bilateral meeting on drug control with 
neighbouring countries including Myanmar, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Viet Nam, Cambodia and Thailand to foster cooperation. Annual drug control 
training courses to promote cooperation and friendly relations with foreign 
counterparts were also conducted. 

13. Hong Kong, China Customs maintained close cooperation with law 
enforcement agencies in exchanging enforcement intelligence, monitoring the 
movements of suspected drug traffickers and setting up joint anti-narcotics 
operations. In addition, Hong Kong, China Police had appointed a designated 
Intelligence Desk Officer to liaise with law enforcement agencies in different 
jurisdictions. In addition, a Secured Electronic Mail Link had been established since 
September 2006 to ensure a 24/7 non-stop, efficient and secured way of exchanging 
intelligence with the drug enforcement authorities of PR China. Hong Kong, China 
Police will continue to undertake international cooperation, as it had done in the 
past. 

14. In Japan, the Narcotics Control Department (NCD) under the Ministry of 
Health, Labour and Welfare, continued to maintain good relationship with relevant 
foreign law enforcement authorities. NCD made visits to foreign authorities to 
exchange information. The Japanese Customs kept close contact with the National 
Police Agency, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
and other domestic authorities, including through the exchange of information and 
personnel. In particular, in order to strengthen cooperation among drug law 
enforcement agencies, joint training on countermeasures against smuggling, had 
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been carried out in collaboration with concerned authorities such as the National 
Police Agency or Japan’s Coast Guard. Customs cargo inspections had also been 
regularly carried out in close cooperation with the above-mentioned agencies in 
order to interdict smuggling of explosives and illegal export of articles related to 
weapons of mass destruction. 

15. In Macau, China direct channels of communication had been established since 
several years with neighbouring countries, allowing a fast and effective exchange of 
information. As a result, several joint operations targeting drug trafficking 
syndicates had been carried out. 

16. In Nepal, national law enforcement agencies were coordinating their activities 
domestically whereas cooperation with Indian law enforcement agencies was 
currently being enhanced. Recently, law enforcement officers had attended a week 
long training programme in India under the mutual cooperation programme to 
develop their law enforcement skills.  

17. The New Zealand Government, through its enforcement agencies, had 
supported ongoing development of operational and intelligence ties. There were a 
number of liaison officers abroad. The National Intelligence Centre facilitated and 
kept contact with a number of international agencies used for operational purposes. 
 

  Recommendation (c) 
 

Governments should be encouraged to introduce practices that support regular 
updates for prosecutors and judges on new anti-narcotics laws, changes to 
existing drug legislation and important court rulings on existing law that have 
an impact on law enforcement operations. 

18. In Armenia, any changes to drug-related legislation were shared with all 
concerned law enforcement agencies, including the Police. 

19. In China, an annual coordination meeting was held jointly by the Office of 
NNCC, Supreme Court and Supreme Procuratorate for a better understanding and 
analysis to drug cases and related legislative issues. In May 2012, a “Regulation on 
Categorization Criteria on Drug-related Case Investigation and Prosecution” was 
jointly formulated by the Supreme Procuratorate and the Ministry and Public 
Security. The regulation defined the Categorization Criteria on a series of  
drug-related crimes stipulated by Criminal Law, such as smuggling, trafficking, 
sale, manufacturing and illegal possession of drugs, trafficking and sale of precursor 
chemicals, shielding of criminals, harbouring of drug related assets and so on. 

20. In Hong Kong, China, formal and informal seminars or information meetings 
would held when there would be significant updates of anti-narcotics laws. Changes 
to existing drug legislation and important court rulings were circulated internally. 

21. In Nepal, the existing Narcotic Drug Control Act 1976 was currently under 
review.  

22. In New Zealand, case law, best practice and legislative updates were 
promulgated to the Justice and law enforcement sectors on a regular basis. The law 
enforcement sector provided regular online and classroom training in relation to 
these updates.  
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  Issue 2: Amphetamine-type stimulants: taking effective measures against 
synthetic drugs 
 

  Recommendation (a) 
 

In response to the increasing flow of methamphetamine being trafficked into 
the region by Iranian nationals, Governments of the region should encourage 
their drug law enforcement authorities to establish operational contacts with 
their counterparts in the Islamic Republic of Iran and work closely with them 
to exchange information about those involved in the trafficking of 
methamphetamine, the methods they have used and other relevant information 
that would lead to closer operational cooperation to target, arrest and 
dismantle the syndicates responsible. 

23. In 2010, law enforcement agencies of the Republic of Armenia discovered  
a number of cases when Iranian citizens tried to import and export  
methamphetamine-type drugs in large quantities. Law enforcement authorities 
informed the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Armenia, so that Iranian 
authorities could use the information to target, arrest and dismantle the syndicates 
and/or suspects involved in the trafficking of methamphetamine. In 2012, there  
were no cases of Iranian citizens trying to import or export methamphetamine-type 
drugs, which may indicate that the cooperation between the two countries has so  
far been successful. 

24. Australia reported that almost all contacts between the Australian Federal 
Police and Iranian authorities were conducted via official INTERPOL transmissions. 
Despite personal contacts with Iranian authorities fostered at face-to-face meetings, 
contact via telephone, fax or e-mail was limited. 

25. In China, very few Iranian nationals were arrested in relation to drug-related 
offences. 

26. Hong Kong, China, indicated that law enforcement authorities were on the 
alert for the increasing flow of methamphetamine into the region by Iranian 
nationals. Presently, there was no Iranian arrested in connection with drug related 
offences in Hong Kong, China. Hong Kong, China Police continued to cooperate 
with relevant agencies on the issue whenever necessary. 

27. A bilateral meeting between the National Police Agency (NPA) of Japan and 
the Iranian authorities had been held in February 2012, when Iranian authorities 
visited Japan to attend the Asia-Pacific Drug Enforcement Conference hosted by 
NPA. In addition, based on a request from the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in Japan, the Narcotics Control Department under the Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare, provided the translation into English of relevant Japanese 
legislation to the Embassy of Iran and made an effort to establish and maintain good 
relationships with the Iranian counterparts. 

28. Macau, China was not included in any major trafficking route commonly used 
by Iranian nationals. No Iranian national had been arrested in Macau, China in 
relation to drug trafficking offences. 

29. The Government of Nepal reported that it had no records of Iranian 
methamphetamine reaching the country or information on Nepal being used as 
transit point for trafficking of methamphetamine from Iran. 
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30. In New Zealand, the National Intelligence Centre had established contacts and 
had interacted with the Islamic Republic of Iran in relation to methamphetamine and 
trafficking of the same. Staff from the National Intelligence Centre have visited the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to further expand cooperation. The National Intelligence 
Centre had also contributed to INTERPOL’s Op Ice Trail methamphetamine 
trafficking project. 
 

  Recommendation (b) 
 

Governments should take steps to further strengthen mechanisms for the 
timely identification, collection and exchange of information on non-scheduled 
substances, including derivatives specifically designed to circumvent existing 
controls, especially by making use of the updated limited international special 
surveillance list of non-scheduled substances. 

31. In Armenia, the modern technical equipment placed at its borders had been 
useful in preventing the illicit importing of non-scheduled substances.  

32. Australia’s border and law enforcement authorities had reported seizures of 
new substances. Some of these substances fell directly within the existing 
legislation or, alternatively, fit under the extension clauses within existing 
legislation. However, this was not the case with all new substances. State, Territory 
and Commonwealth jurisdictions had taken action by updating legislative and 
regulatory instruments to extend coverage to such substances; however, the 
challenge posed by novel substances remained. The Australian National 
Measurement Institute (NMI) and other forensic drug laboratories had limited 
capacity to synthesize, purify and/or certify reference standards of new substances. 
The availability of such standards was vital in building reference libraries for 
frontline detection equipment used by Customs or police investigators and 
preliminary identification by Crime Scenes personnel. These were also crucial to 
formal confirmation and reporting by laboratories for court purposes. Once 
produced, these certified reference materials were often available for purchase by 
other jurisdictions to aid them in fulfilling their responsibilities and avoid 
duplication of efforts in meeting these common challenges. Forensic experts from 
the Australian Federal Police’s Australian Illicit Drug Data Centre (AIDDC) had 
been involved in initiatives to reform legislation in order to better capture existing 
and future substances of concern. In particular, AIDDC was working to ensure that 
new legislation would meet scientific standards. From the operational perspective, 
the AFP and members of the international law enforcement community had been 
exchanging intelligence products on a regular basis. Intelligence-sharing was 
possible through various agreements and memoranda of understanding regarding 
cooperation in combating transnational crime. The exchange of intelligence allowed 
law enforcement officers to be informed of current trends in drug trafficking and to 
share the methods employed by traffickers to circumvent existing controls. 

33. In China, there was much concern about internationally non-scheduled but 
abused substances and information on those substances was timely shared with 
foreign and domestic countermeasures. For example, in the spring of 2010, British 
newspapers reported some cases of mephedrone caused death and its source to be 
China. Investigation showed that there had been no abuse of mephedrone in 
mainland China. However, considering the potential harm and after inter-agency 
research and coordination, the Chinese Government listed mephedrone in Category I 
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of psychotropic substance, as of 1 September 2012. According to the specific 
articles in Regulation on the Administration of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances, the adjustment and revision of the categories of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances were initiated in early 2012. Based on a survey conducted 
by drug control agencies nationwide, some new psychoactive substances and 
compound preparations were suggested for scheduling. Currently, the relevant work 
related to the scheduling of those new psychoactive substances is still in progress.  

34. In Hong Kong, China, new synthetic stimulant drugs or precursors used for 
manufacturing of drugs were brought under control through the timely adoption of 
legislative amendments. New substances including TFMPP (derivatives of 
piperazine), Mephedrone (also known as “meow meow”, derivative of cathinone) 
and K2 (synthetic cannabinoids) had been brought under control in accordance with 
the provisions of the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance. 

35. In Japan, a mechanism for exchange of information on non-scheduled 
substances with other Governments had not yet been established. 

36. Macau, China was in the process of reviewing the national narcotics schedules 
with the aim of introducing new substances, namely several synthetic cannabinoids; 
piperazines and synthetic cathinones. 

37. The Ministry of Home Affairs Government of Nepal was currently looking 
into the possibility of including non-scheduled substances in the watch list 

38. New Zealand reported that the mechanisms related to the identification, 
collection and exchange of information of non-scheduled substances were currently 
being reviewed to develop an enhanced response, similar to those related to 
scheduled substances. 
 

  Recommendation (c) 
 

Regulatory authorities and law enforcement agencies responsible for the 
control of preparations containing precursor chemicals such as ephedrine and 
pseudoephedrine should be supported by their Governments to engage the 
cooperation of the relevant manufacturing industries in a proactive strategy of 
cooperation to prevent their illegal diversion to illicit drug manufacture. 

39. In the Republic of Armenia, precursor chemicals, such as ephedrine and 
pseudoephedrine had not been imported and/or exported. They were included in the 
list of controlled precursors and were therefore strictly controlled.  

40. In Australia, as part of an assessment regarding supply chain vulnerability for 
chemicals, with potential as precursors for illicit drug manufacture, the Australian’s 
Federal Police’s National Drug Precursor Risk Assessment Capability (NDPRAC) 
team had been engaging with relevant manufacturing industries. For preparations 
containing precursors such as ephedrine and pseudoephedrine, the team had 
established relationships with various pharmaceutical and veterinary industry 
groups. This undertaking was closely linked to risk assessments conducted as part of 
the NDPRAC project and would be used to support the decision making processes 
of the National Framework for the Control of Precursor Chemicals and Equipment. 
Chemical diversion specialists working within the various state and territory police 
forces were engaged in ongoing outreach to the industry. Australian police services 
maintained close relationships with manufacturers, whom they regularly briefed on 
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site on supply chain security and sales integrity. The agencies also carried out 
assessments of sales records of pseudoephedrine-based preparations from 
pharmacies collated under Project STOP, an online sales recording and notification 
system supported by the Attorney General’s Department and the Pharmaceutical 
Guild of Australia. The Australian drug profiling programme was currently 
conducting research into key precursors diverted from international sources. The 
illicit importation of precursors and reagents from overseas sources remained a 
significant component of the overall manufacture and supply of illicit drugs in the 
Australian market. 

41. In China, a Guideline on Fight against Smuggling and Illegal Transaction of 
Compound Preparation of Ephedrine had been issued, in June 2012, by the Supreme 
Court, Supreme Procuratorate and Ministry of Public Security for implementation at 
all levels of courts, procuratorates and public security agencies. In addition, the 
National Narcotics Control Commission (NNCC) has encouraged and supported the 
precursor chemical industry association to enhance its capabilities in providing 
services, channelling appeals, regularizing business activities, and promoting  
self-discipline for better prevention of illicit diversion of precursors. 

42. In Hong Kong, China the import and export of preparations containing 
precursor chemicals were subject to stringent licensing control to prevent their 
illegal diversion into illicit drug manufacture. Hong Kong, China Customs had 
engaged the cooperation of the relevant industries in order to attain effective 
control. Hydroxylamine hydrochloride [1-[2-(Chlorophenyl)-N-(methylimino) 
methyl] cyclopentanol], precursor for production of Ketamine, as well as of 
Gamma-butyrolactone (GBL), precursor for production of GHB, had been brought 
under control in HKSAR through legislative amendments. 

43. In Japan, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and its Narcotics Control 
Department control diversion of precursors and illicit manufacture of drugs by 
supervising the activities of companies handling precursors such as ephedrine, and 
by requesting those companies to report on suspicious transactions. 

44. Macau, China reported that there was no manufacture in the country of 
precursor chemicals included in Table I and Table II of the 1988 United Nations 
Convention. 

45. In Nepal, the Ministry of Home Affairs, through its regulatory mechanisms, 
carried out periodic reviews of imported precursor chemicals and their use, in order 
to ensure that such chemicals were not diverted to illicit drugs manufacturers in the 
country and abroad. 

46. The New Zealand Government indicated its support for this recommendation 
as it is part of the New Zealand’s Methamphetamine Action Plan and of the work of 
the country’s Precursor Working Group. The New Zealand Police and Customs had 
actively engaged with source countries and manufacturers of precursor chemicals at 
the international level where evidence suggested that those substances had been 
diverted into the illicit drug manufacture.  
 



 

V.12-56204 9 
 

 UNODC/HONLAP/36/3

  Recommendation (d)  
 

Governments should provide information to other Member States on effective 
countermeasures taken by them to control substances under the international 
drug control conventions in order to ensure that measures better address 
emerging trends in synthetic drug abuse, control such substances and prevent 
their trafficking and diversion. 

47. The Government of Armenia reported that professionals from national and 
international agencies had organized training courses for Armenian law enforcement 
to develop skills and knowledge to enable officers to tackle illicit trafficking of all 
types of drugs, including synthetic drugs. For example, one training had been 
recently organized by the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) of the United 
States, from 9 to 13 July 2012. The focus of the training course was on tracking 
illicit drugs and precursors in airport and on highways. Besides, through the yearly 
reports by UNODC, law enforcements officers in Armenia were informed of action 
taken by their counterparts in other countries to prevent illicit drug trafficking. 

48. The Australian Federal Police’s (AFP) Australian Illicit Drug Data Centre 
(AIDDC) had issued advisories on the potential applicability of Australian 
legislation in covering new substances reported in world markets. This was made 
possible by the existing extension clauses (so called “analogue clauses”) within the 
Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 1995 and similar clauses in other domestic 
legislation. The advisories had been distributed domestically to operational police, 
intelligence personnel and forensic laboratories, as well as to the policy groups 
examining the nature and extent of the synthetic drug challenge. These documents 
had also been distributed to police and custom authorities internationally through 
the AFP Overseas Liaison network. The AFP had worked closely with other 
Australian Government agencies to deliver drug and precursor chemical awareness 
programs in the region. In light of the ongoing trend of using the internet for drug 
purchases, the AFP had also provided high tech crime operations and investigations 
training to law enforcement agencies in the region.  

49. In China, the Annual Drug Control Report had been issued and distributed to 
counterparts from other countries and to law enforcement liaison officers of foreign 
countries in China.  

50. Hong Kong, China Customs exchanged intelligence and best practices with 
overseas counterparts on drug enforcement. In addition, the Hong Kong, China 
Police had a designated Intelligence Desk Officer appointed to liaise with officers 
from different agencies to ensure timely exchange of information, drug trends and 
intelligence. 

51. In Japan, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and its Narcotics Control 
Department had made presentations on synthetic drugs and their control system in 
Japan at various international conferences, and shared relevant information with 
several Member States. Various mutual assistance agreements/arrangements had 
entered into force or were under negotiation, so as to build cooperative partnership 
with countries around the world. The Customs Mutual Assistance Agreement 
(CMMA) was a legal framework which enabled the contracting parties, among 
others, to exchange information, so that each customs administration could properly 
implement its customs laws and regulations, and enable prompt customs clearance 
and effective border enforcement on harmful goods, such as illicit drugs, firearms, 



 

10 V.12-56204 
 

UNODC/HONLAP/36/3  

and goods infringing intellectual property rights. Japan has been actively pursuing 
the conclusion of CMAAs. Recently, the CMMA agreement with France had entered 
into force in June 2012, and the one with South Africa in July 2012. 

52. In Macau, China, intelligence was regularly exchanged with neighbouring 
countries and with several countries of the region. 

53. The Government of Nepal had established an Office for International 
Cooperation which also shared intelligence on drug trafficking issues.  

54. In New Zealand, law enforcement and intelligence provided information to 
other Member States through previously established contacts, agreements and the 
ongoing work by Liaison Officers and through operational work.  
 

  Issue 3: Developing effective regional responses to illicit drug trafficking 
 

  Recommendation (a) 
 

Where they have not already done so, Governments should take steps to 
establish effective financial and regulatory controls over banks and non-bank 
financial institutions so as to discourage their use for money-laundering, and 
thus to preserve the integrity, stability and reliability of their financial trade 
systems. 

55. The Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia contained regulatory articles 
which ensured financial and regulatory controls over banks and non-bank financial 
institutions to discourage their use for money-laundering. In addition, under the 
scope of the National Plan, there was close cooperation between the Police and the 
monitoring centre of the Central Bank in Armenia to preserve the integrity, stability 
and reliability of the financial trade systems. 

56. In China, financial and regulatory controls over banks and other financial 
institutions to prevent and fight against drug money-laundering had been 
established. As a member of the National Narcotics Control Commission (NNCC), 
the People’s Bank of China (PBC) established an Anti-Money Laundering Bureau  
in 2003, which also set up an AML coordination mechanism among financial 
regulatory authorities. In 2004, the China Anti-Money Laundering Monitoring and 
Analysis Center (CAMLMAC) of PBC in charge of monitoring the legal and illegal 
financial transactions established an AML monitoring and analytical network that 
covers the financial industry nationwide.  

57. Hong Kong, China, has had a legislative framework to counter  
money-laundering since 1989. A Joint Financial Intelligence Unit (JFIU)  
jointly operated by Hong Kong, China Police and Hong Kong, China Customs has 
been set up to receive and disseminate reports on suspicious financial transactions.  
Both agencies have worked closely with financial regulators in investigation  
and prosecution. The legislation had been constantly reviewed and amendments 
introduced, whenever necessary. On 1 April 2012, as a further measure to  
counter the manipulation of banking platform and financial institutions for  
money-laundering, the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorist Financing 
(Financial Institution) Ordinance was enacted. Among other issues, the ordinance 
provided Hong Kong, China Customs with the regulatory authority to issue licenses 
to money service providers and to require the industry to perform “customer due 
diligence” verifications and record keeping. 
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58. In Macau, China legislation and institutions were in place to discourage 
money-laundering activities and to provide financial and regulatory control over 
banks and other non-bank financial institutions.  

59. The Government of Nepal had set up an Anti-Money-Laundering agency to 
look into the issue of money-laundering in the country. 

60. In New Zealand, the Government had established financial and regulatory 
controls over banks and non-bank financial institutions, focussing in particular on 
the implementation of updated financial legislation targeting money-laundering, 
terrorism financing, suspicious financial transaction reporting and civil based asset 
recovery in relation to proceeds of crime.  
 

  Recommendation (b) 
 

Governments should be encouraged to establish an inter-agency response for 
container control at national ports and container terminals through the 
establishment of specialist units dedicated to the review, selection and search of 
identified containers of interest. 

61. The Government of Armenia reported that it had decided to join the UNODC 
Containers Control Programme. 

62. The Hong Kong, China Customs had established dedicated units to review 
select and search containers. Cooperation from other Governments agencies was 
sought on a regular basis. 

63. Technical teams of Japanese Customs officers carried out inspections on 
identified containers, making full use of large scale X-ray inspection systems. 

64. In Nepal, a container control program had not been developed. However, the 
Nepalese authorities carried out searches on suspicious containers at border points. 

65. The New Zealand Customs Service was carrying out controls on suspicious 
containers and had rummaging units as well as profiling systems for containers of 
interest. 
 

  Recommendation (c) 
 

In order to better identify containers used for the carriage of illicit drugs and 
precursors, Governments of the region should take steps to ensure the exchange 
of information between authorities on risk indicators, smuggling modus 
operandi and emerging trends in illicit drug trafficking. 

66. The Government of the Republic of Armenia indicated that it would soon start 
implementation of the UNODC Containers Control Programme. 

67. The Hong Kong, China Customs had already endeavoured to build 
partnerships with overseas law enforcement agencies on anti-narcotics front. 

68. In Japan, various mutual assistance agreements/arrangements, including 
Customs Mutual Assistance Agreements (CMMAs) had entered into force or were 
under negotiation, in order to build cooperative partnerships with countries around 
the world. The National Police Agency (NPA) had been collecting, exchanging, and 
sharing information related to the drug trafficking with other authorities through 
participation to both domestic and international conferences and by making 
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presentations about the current drug situation and specific drug trafficking cases in 
Japan. In order to share knowledge and experience with other countries, the NPA 
also hosts the Asia-Pacific Operational Drug Enforcement Conference (ADEC), and 
the “Seminar on Control of Drug Offences” every year. 

69. The Government of Nepal reported that it regularly exchanged information and 
intelligence with international counterparts on emerging trafficking trends, modus 
operandi in illicit drugs and trafficking of precursor chemicals.  

70. In New Zealand, intelligence regarding modus operandi and identified threats 
was shared on a daily basis with authorities within the region and internationally. 
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