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8. Every peaceful method to win the rights of the
overwhelming majority of black Africans has beenfrustra
ted by the white minority racist regime. This situation is
bound to explode one day, unleashing a racial conflagration
without parallel in llistory. Such an undesirable develop
ment will be the making of the supremacist regime.in
Pretoria. This will be the choice dictated to the Africans by
the unreasonableness and brutality of the whites in South
Africa. It is clear from history that no force of arms or
support from external forces ever cowed the will of people
to be free. Kenya's ovm successful struggle against the
might of the British is a sufficient reason for ·us in Kenya to
believe in the eventual freedom of the Africans in South
Africa.

Friday, 1 October 1971,
at3 p.m.

NEW YORK

9. The free States of Africa finnly believe in, and are in
search of, a peaceful settlement of the situation in South

1949th
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7. In South Africa: the African is subjected to the vi11~st

forms of oppression and degradation. He is denied basic
human rights. His cultural heritage is being systematically
destroyed by discriminatory laws and police terror. Any
right of association and expression of grievances has long
been stamped out. The tyranny of apartheid has decreed
ruin and servitude for him. There is no glimmer ofhope in
the long night of darkness and desperation that has
descended upon him. In scch circumstances, a plea for
mercy or reason is merely a cry in the wilderness.

6. In southern Africa, the odious practice of apartheid
continues to reign supreme. Portuguese' colonialism has
strengthened. its stranglehold over the defenceless an,d
innocent millions of Africans in Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea (Bissau). Rhodesian rebellion, sustained by external
forces, continues to flourish. The South African expansion
ists harbour designs of preserving physical control over
Namibia in perpetuity under a discriminatory system. All
these' afflictions cast a dark shadow over the destiny of
Africa. The security, survival and honour of Africa are at
stake. In Africa of 1971, no less than' 30 million Africans
are still under white minority domination. Therefore, our
grave concern for Africa is real; it is not merely an exercise
in rhetoric.

4. I should like to welcome into our fold the States of
Bhutan, Bahrain and Qatar. Their membership in the
United Nations marks yet another milestone in the univer
sality of our Organization. We wish the new Members
success and prosperity.

5. I wish to survey the African scene in the context of the
~ims and objectives of the United Nations. Being an integral
part of it, and considering the monumental challenges that
confront· us, in this vast and varied continent, I hope my
priority wiJl be readily understood.

1

3. I should like once again to reaffirm Kenya's dedication
to the aims and objectives of the United Nations Charter.
Amidst the clash of arms, financial c~ .....~ and the intricate
manoeuvres of power politics in this day and age: the
United Nations has withstood the test of time. Its substan
tial contribution to the process of decolonization and
development is an undisputed fact. Any success that has
been achieved in the field of disarmament stands to the
credit of the United Nations. Wherever peace and security
have been threatened, the United Nations has not failed to
exert maximum pressure on the side of order, tranquillity
and understanding. It has provided an invaluable forum for
the exchange of views and dialogue on issues of concern to
the international community, irrespective of the status,
social or economic system, level of development or military
capacity of any State. It is Kenya's sincere hope that the
ballots cast in this august Assembly will control the bullets
fired far afield in the areas of conflict in the world.

President: Mr. Adam MALIK (Indonesia).
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2. I should also like to pay a tribute to the outgoing
President, Mr. Edvard Hambro of Norway. He conclucted
the twenty-fifth anniversary session of the General Assem·
bly with speed, precision and decisiveness. His balanced
judgement, constant endeavours to bting about acconmlO
dation and agreement in deadlocked situations, and his vast
reservoir of knowledge left a deep imprint on the work of
the twenty-fifth. session.

1. Mr. MUNGAI (Kenya): In the name of my President,
H.E. Mzee Jomo Kenyatta and my delegation from Kenya,
I am very happy to bid welc.ome to Foreign Minister Adam
Malik of Indonesia as the President of the twenty-sixth
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. I
am confident that, with his characteristic grasp of detail
and dedication to the aims and objectives of the United
Nations, he will steer the current session to a successful
conclusion. I wish him every success in his difficult and
challenging task ahead.

United Nations

TWENTY·SIXTH SESSION
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2 Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence ~f

South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding
SecuWy Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion, LC.J.
Repol't$1971, p. 16.

18. Portugal oontinues to pursue ruthlcgsly its objective of
the perpetual colonization of Angola, Mozatnbique nnd
Guinea (Bissau). Its oppressive poU~ies and mlHtary ndven~

tUrislll have spelled disaster and untold suffering for
millions of Africans in its oolonies. Portugal has embarked
on n systematic policy of violating the territorial integrity
of sovereign African State~.

19. We .appeal to the enlightened element of Portuguese
opinion to convince the Portuguese administration of the
follies of a colonial war in Afdca in an era of decolont
zation and tolerance. Portugal's shaky hold over the
colonies cannot long be maintained against the determined
drive of the liberation movements for freedom and sover..
eign equality. Let Portugal practise the wisdom of the
United Nations on decolonization andbcmefit from it in the
long run through accommodation with free Africa.

20. With regard to Namibia, the United Nations should
ensure by practical action that it does not fall victim to the
expansionist ambitions of Pretoria. In that context we
welcome the recent decision of the International Court of
Justice declaring the South African presence in Namibia
illegal and invalid on the ground that Namibia is a Trust
Territory of the United Nations over which the Mandate
has been tenninated by the United Nationf; itself.2

21. We understand that the United Kingdom is resuming
negotiations for a settlement with Smith and his racist
henchmen. We cannot be satisfied with any arrangements
that do not include the following principles: no indepen
dence without African majority rule; repeal of all discrimi.;
natory legislation in recognition of the right of the African~

to sovereign independent status; full participation. of the
Africans in any moves to settle the destiny of Zimbabwe in
order to ensure a durable and just solution. That implies the
right of African leaders currently languishing in Smith's
prisons to participate in the negotiations on the future of
that Territory~

22. We also recommend that the United Nations should be
involved in ensuring the effective and demonstrable transfer
of power to the African majority in Zimbabwe.

17. My Government cntegodonl1y rejects thnt offer. The
lesson of Munich still rings fresh in our cars. We have
leamed history, which has n way of repeaUng itself, We
know that Nazi Germany's record o{ brutalltyl aggression
and dofiance of world opinion is toduy being imitated by
South Africa. Munich; too, could be imitnted.

16. The South AfrlOtUl r6glmo hus ulso offered u non..
aggression pact to froe Africn as tl COlrtlllementl1ry move to
the call for dialogue. fl'bnt ofCer Wl\S also intended to allay
Africnn fears of South Africt\l1 militnry capacity being
turned towards uggre$sion uguinst sovereign independent
States of Afdcn.

.~.-" 'II ..,.. ,.,.- ,., ,.

10. If Vorstef, the Prime Minister of South Africa,
signifies his acceptance of the Lusaka Manifesto, we, on our
part, would be ready to exchange views with him. In such
an eventuality, We would insist on democratization of
South Africa being on the agenda.

11. The 50Ut '1 African proposal for dialogue is based on
the concept of apartheid. It conveniently ignores the
position of the African countries as outlined in the Lusaka
Manifesto-a reasoned plea for equality, brotherhood, peace
and independence, If Pretoria insists on advancing the
proposal for a dialogue in its p,esent fonn, it would be well
advised to initiate a dialogue with its overwhelmingly black
majority popu.lation first. After all, charity begins at home.

12. The acceptance of a dialogue as at present proposed
has many pitfalls. It will bestow the seal of recognition and
respectability on the racist regime and the apartheid policy
of South Africa. That will be a triumphant success for
Vorster because the isolationism of his regime, which was
beginning to erode apartheid and its discriminatory prac
tices, would be broken.

1See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty·fourth
,S~nkm,Annexel, agenda item 106. documcntA/'1754.

13. IfAfrican countries accepted Pretoria's proposal for a
dialogue on the present terms, it would mean that apartheid
which oppresses the black population of South Africa·
would be further entrenched with the blessing and the
endorsement of sovereign African States to the north. The
proposal does not guarantee the repeal of discriminatory
laws nor the restoration of the fundamental political and
economic rights of the Africans. That is why we cannot
look at it in a favourable light.

14. Furthermore, a new design is being unfolded in South
Africa: the creation of what is calledUBantu Homelands"
(Bantustans). It is a manoeuvre to carry apartheid to new
extremes. It is said that this exercise will represent a new
system of separate development. Yet no develQpment has
got off the ground in the Bantu areas because development
efforts are concentrated in the white areas. In short, it is a
device to hoodWink the world into a recognition of
institutionalized apartheid under the guise ofhome rule and
self·det~rmination. KenYa rejects these attempts to falsify
the true situation in South Africa.

General Assembly - Twenty··sixth Session - Plenary Meetings
__.._i()I............,......... f n_iWlI ,'" . .,,- ", ~n,,. u • p,-.,

Africa, This }ln8 motivated them to offer the Lusaka 1S. The oall for tl dialogue, in short, is a summons to
Manifesto on Southern Afrioat to the supremaoist reghne capitulate to th~ Fnseist will of the white regime in South
of South Africa. The Manifesto sb~esses pencefulmethods Africa. Ke11ya onnuot be n patty to suoh II manoeuvre find
for the settlement of thepl'oblem there. It olearly demon- oannot colltibornte with the existing rtlcist order.
strates that free Africa holds no oredontinls for violence.
111e Manifesto is based ()}l the reoognition of the right of
Africans to freedom and independence on the basis of
equality and Inmuln dignity. It bas been endorsed by the >

General Assembly {resolution 2.505 (XllVJ] j by the Hoads
ofrv.."te of member States of the Organization of African
Ufil\,f and by the n()~l-'nligned nations. It was totally
rejected by South Africa.. I wish to rcafflmt hero thnt
Kenya believes in n peaceful settlement of this tragic
situation. But one cannot blame the Africalls ill South
Africa if their patience runs out and if they decide to take
the path of nnned struggle. The onus for a penceful
settlement now rests squarely 011 South Africa.
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S Quadripi.'ttite Agreement on Berlin, signed at Berlin on 3 Sep

tember 1971.

33. Kenya is committed to a speedy and eqUitable
settlement of the crisis in teons of the Security Council

28. Kenya is deeply interested in the Trans-Africa High
way from Mombasa to Lagos, which would. link the east
coast of Africa to the west. In our estimation, it is a project
of monumental impodance that will open up va.~t areas of
Africa to development and the exploitation of its vast
resources,and will foster closer economic and· social
co-operation. Intra..African trade would be stimulated and a
much-needed network of communications established. To
us it will have the same significance as the Trans-Siberian
Railway, or the Trans-Canadian Railway. Weare very glad
that the Economic Commission for Africa is showing
enoonous interest in it. We urge. the greatest possible
involvement of the United Nations in this scheme through
~ts Development Programme.

29. I should like now to address the Assembly on the
other important issues that are crucial to the 'World
community.

30. We welcome the more reaUstic and positive change in
policy of several Western countdes towards the People's
Republic of China. We had pointed out right from the time
of oUr independence that the policy of keeping the People's
Republic of China out of the confines of the United
Nations and its activities wag not conducive to international
peace and tranquillity. Kenya has consistently championed
the presence in the United Nations of that great country,
which has a population of 800 million people, occupies a
vast territory and is in full and effective control of its
destiny. As a great Power with .impressive nuclear capa
bility, its importance in international affairs cannot be
minimized. We hope that, in taking its position in all the
organs of the United Nations, Peking will play a construc..
tive and decisive role on the side of peace, justice,
international understanding and development.

31. We equally welcome the East-West dtUente in Europe.
The recent Berlin Accord3 has done much to defuse tension
in Europe. Berlin was the festering sore in European politics
that focused the East-West confrontation in a very danger..
ous context. We hope that this positive development augurs
well for the over-all normalization of the European situa..
tion, which had been caught in the throes of constant
turbulence as a result of the Second World War. Given the
necessary will and the spirit of accommodation, the most
dangerous. situations in the political arena can be defused.
We hope this spirit will be manife!sted in other areas of
conflict as well.

32. The situation ir" the Middle East continues to be grim:
a shooting war may erupt at any time. The' disastrous
consequences of such an explosion are too well known to
need elaboration. The continuation of hostilities in the
Middle East is of no benefit to any side; that war of
attrition is a heavy dra!n on the material and manpower
resources of the countries concerned. 'tne closure of the
Suez Canal has caused heavy economic losses, not only to
the countries immediately involved in that conflict, but also
to others whose shipping and trade..routes trav~rse the Suez
Canal.

1949th meeting -1 October 1971

26. Having briefly surveyed the situation in southern
Africa, I should now like to turn my attention to the other
African issues of interest to the international community.

2S. We appeal t~ all nations to refrain from giving aid and
comfort to the oppressive white minority regLines in
southern Africa because that will sustain in power the
apartheid regime of Pretoria, the rebel clique of Salisbury
and the impoverished dictatorship of Lisbon.

24. Both France and the United Kingdom fought the dark
forces of oppression and enslavement of the Nazis. They
should not now reverse their values and align themsleves
with the Nazi-style racism and brutality of the apartheid
order. Both France and the United Kingdom occupy
positions of honour as permanent members of the Security
Council of the United Nations. They should not be the first
to undennine the resolutions of the United Nations. The
United Kingdom, with its love Jor justice and the rule of
law; France, with its long tradition of liberty and equal
ity-both being leading democracies-should be the first to
support liberty, democracy and justice in southern Africa,
for what is good for their citizens in Europe is good for the
black man in South Africa.

. G

27. Kenya fmnly believes in meaningful and concrete
regional co-operation to foster economic. and social
developtpent. In our own region, we have the East African
Conununity, which is a very successful and unique experi
ment in common marketing arrangements and integrated
development. Basic utility services, like railways, airways,
harbours, taxation, customs and excise and research, are
carried out jointiy under appropriate bodies set up by the
authorities of Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. We are eager
and ready to welcome the participation of other neighbour..
ing States to make these common market and common
services arrangements wider and more fruitful in the spirit
of African unity, cOol1peration and good neighbourliness.
Kenya is determined, despite temporary difficulties, to
make a complete success of this joint venture, and
commends this experience to the other regions of Africa,

23. With regard to the question of the sale of arms to
South Africa, I should like first ofalt to express Africa's
appreciation to those countries which have complied with
the Security Council's call for an embargo on the sale of
arms to South Africa. However, we watch with shock and
disbelief the tapidlygrowing Anglo-French trade in arms
with South Africa in contraventiun of the United Nations
position. Such trade amounts to an endorsement of the evil
system of apartheid by the leading Western democracies.
We hold that any move to bolster South Africa militarily is
a move to strangulate African nationalism and self-deter..
ruination and constitutes a threat to the security ofAfrica.
These arms arc bound to be used fot internal suppression
and for mounting aggression agaiHst the free independent
States to the north. Tltis will assist South Africa to solidify
its bonds with the Portuguese colonialists and help the
Rhodesian rebels to perpetuate white rule within South
Africa. South J\.frfca would likewise feel encouraged to
pursue its expansionist ambitions in Namibia and other
Territories to the north. We are satisfied that arms supplies
to South Africa are not for security reasons but rather for
purely economic reasons.
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41. The Kenya Government believes that the exploitation
and utilization of natural resources is cardinal to acceler
ated econumic and social development and is largely
dependent on possession of SCIentific tc-chnology. Therefore
the transfer of technology and science to the developing
countries for the development and exploitation of their
natural resources is of paramount importance to those
countries. The Kenya Government's interest in this field is
manifested in its agreement to host the next session of the
Committee on Natural Resources in Nairobi early next
year. It is hoped that the Nairobi session will result in
positive planning and action.

42. As in the other environments, the scientific revolution
in marine technology has opened up new horizons and
posed unprecedented challenges for humanity. The new
advances are so spectacular and the benefits to be reaped by
humanity so unlimited that it is no longer realistic to talk
of celtain aspec~s of the sea; one must deal conceptually
with the marine environment in its totality. That explains
why my Government enthusiastically welcomed the deci
sion of the General Assembly to convene a conference on
the law of the sea in 1973 to ded ~,;)mprehensivelywith all
matters pertaining to the sea [resolution 2750 (XXV)].

40. In these economic matters, we nppeal to the industrial
ized countries to take effective, prompt and comprehensive
measures to help achieve the goals of the Int6rnational
Development Strategy adopted at the twenty-fifth session.

are vel\y proud to have been chosen to host this historic
event in our capital. The Fair will demonstrate the range of
products thRt emanates from all sectors of the African
economy. It will also reveal the vast economic potential of
all the African countries. The Fair will emphasize that the
Organization of African Unity is not only a political forum
of immenl~e importance but also a powerful instrument for
concrete African development in the economic and social
fields.

resolution 242 (1967). But we are disturbed by the rising
oresoendo of the arms race which is being encouraged
through the supply of sophisticated weapons of mass
destruction in that area.

34. We have welcomed all peace initiatives in that conflict,
including the Jarring mission, the Sisco mission and the
recent British endeavour. We fully support the latest
initiative of the Organization of African Unity [GAUl to
bring peace and order to that region. It is fI,~called that the
last OAU summit4 appointed a committr,;e of 10 African
heads of State to resolve that crisis in the African context
within the framework of the Security Coun~i1 resolution.
We arc gratified that both Israel and Egypt have welcomed
this mission to visit Cairo and Tel Aviv. We hop~ that the
present session of the O"neral Assembly will rmdorse the
OAU initiative.

35. Turning to the International Development Strategy, I
wish to point out that, although goals and objectives, and
policy measures based on joint and concentrated action by
develcping countries and developed countries in all spheres
of economic and social activity, were clearly spelled out,
effective action is still lacking. The share of the developing
countries in world trade has shown no appreciable rise. In
fact, the protectionist policies of the developed countries
are specifically directed against the primary products of the
developing countries. Development has stagnated owing to
acute foreign-exchange problems and a lack of finance,
capital equipment and technical expertise.

36. High-it ~~:rest loans continue to increase the indebtedo

ness ofpoor countries. The benefits of aid are cancelled out
by various barriers put up against the export products of
such countries. Rapid price inflation in the industrialized
States has the effect of devaluing any aid given. Unilateral
action should not be taken by industrialized nations in
international monetary crises, because developing nations
have a stake in this matter as well.
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, i 37. Having dealt with certain specific political issues, I
should like to say a few words about the following items of
economic interest to the world community.

38. The implementation of the International Development
Strategy that was adopted [resolution 2626 (XXV)} by the
twenty·fifth conunemorative session of the United Nations
remains of crucial importance to the entire world commu
nity. The Second United Nations Development Decade
implies that we Mrican countries should launch a co
ordinated effort at co-operation in. development activities
amongst ours,elves. Intra-African trade must be stimulated.
Infrastructural development on a continental basis should
be initiated. Our economic growth should be promoted, not
in mutual isolation, but on a regional and continental basis
ofco-operation.

39. While discussing regional co-operation in terms of the
International Development Strategy, I should mention that
the Organization of AfricaJ1 Unity has decided to hold the
First All-Africa Trade Fair in Nairobi in February 1972. We

4 Eighth session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity, held at Addis
Ababa from 21 to 23 June 1971.

43. One issue of vital imp:i;itance. is the question of
effectively cont.rolling and finally eliminating marine, river
and industrial pollution. This problem transcends national
boundaries and requires a global effort to combat it. All
forms of pollutants, whether industrial, organic or military,
pose a grave thr~at to humanity at large. They have
deleterious effects on the living resources in the sea. They
are a proven hazard to human life. They affect the
economy of countries, particularly in the field of tourism,
where hitherto lovely beaches have been rendered unusab\e
I'y uil slicks and other pollutants. Marine activities, includ
ing shipping and fishing, have been seriously hampered. The
dumping of toxic, radio-active and other no'xious materials
can pennanently damage the marine environment. It has
also been pointed out by experts that the decay of certain
pollutants harbours disease-causing micro-organisms. There
fore all these dangers, which can change the ecological
balance of nature, should be eliminated by concerted
international effort. Stringent national laws on pollution
should be applied. Under international arrangements and
with appropriate detection and enforcement machinery,
this hazard should be contained before it gets out of hand.
Developing countries should also ensure that pollution
causing industries are not established in their lands without
adequate pollution control measures.
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57. Perhaps our greatest tribute to this distingUished
international statesman after a decade of dedicated service
to hum~nity is to pause and re-examine with critical
determination the major problems bedevilling our Organiza-

55. One of the uncertainties now hovering over the future
of this Organization is the appointment of a successor to
the Secretary-General, who has indicated his intention to
retire after completing, at the end of this year, a most
illustrious teon of office.

56. Secretary-General U Thant has given towering leader
ship, greater in scale and longer in time than any of his
predecessors. He has occasionally suffered flUstrations
because of the intransigence of disputing parties. In spite of
all this, however, he has steered the Organization along a
course which has brought peace, prosperity and. progress t9" ..
millions of people all over the world. My Government
wishes to thank this very great international civil servant for
the successful endeavours in which he has been involved
over the past 10 years, and we should like to give him our
best wishes for his future which~ we hope, will always be
linked in some way with this Organization in its struggle for
international peace and security.

54. Our sincere congratulations go to the Governments
and peoples of Bhutan, Bahrain and Qatar, whose delega
tions are now seated among us and from whose wisdoCl we
hope to benefit in the work of the various committees of
the Organization. We are proud to have recommended their
admission to the General Assembly in the frrst place, and to
have voted in their favour when the matter was decided in
this august body a few days ago [1934th meeting].

53. For my part, it gives me partiCUlar pleasure to come
here this year as leader of the first delegation to arrive from
Sierra Leone since it matured into a RepUblic on 19 April
1971.

51. My delegation also wishes to record its deep apprecia
tion of the excellent leadership given by the outgoing
President, Edvard Hambro of Norway, during the historic
twenty~fifth session of the Assembly and throughout the
year that has just elapsed.

52. To be topical, may I also take this opportunity of
.recorlHng my Government's sincere appreciation of the
sterling seivices rendered by Mr. Ralph J. Bunche, Under
Secretary for Special Political Affairs, whose retirement on
health grounds has just been announced. We fondly
remember his historic visits to Africa in the 1950s and we
testify to his devotion to the cause of international peace
since the founding of this Organization. My delegation
prays for his speedy return to perfect health and for his
happy retirement.

50. Mr. PRATT (Sierra Leone): Mr. President, let me take
this opportunity to express my most sincere congratula
tions to you on your highly deserved election to preside
over the deliberations of the twenty-sixth session of this
august Assembly. You have given much of your time to the
work of the United Nations, especially when you served as

48. I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to pay a
tribute to Secretary-General U Thantr who ha~ worked for
the United Nations with dedication, decisiveness and
distinction. His constant endeavours to strengthen the
United Nations, world peace and international u!1derstand~

ing will be recorded in the scrolls of history. His deep
concern for the welfare of colonized peoples and the
interests of the newly-emergent nations is well known. His
absence from the councils of the United Nations will be
deeply felt. However, ,",:; t~an take comfort in the fact that
the spirit that gUided;~J>o 'vork of the United Nations
dUring his tenure of offt.e will not be lost in the difficult
years ahead. On behalf of the President of Kenya,
H.E. Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, and the Government and people
of my country, I wish him a long, happy and successful life.

49. Now, more than ever before, the United Nations is
needed to complete its work in decolonization, disamla
ment and development and to keep international peace and
security Let us all give it our unqualified support to
accomplish those objectives.

46. To ensure the success of any future disarmament
measures, it is essential that all nuclear Powers should
participate autively in such arrangements.

1949t11 meeting - 1 October 1971 5

~ ...~'.: ' ••> "_ ·u, .

47. The United Nations is once again in the grip of serious
financial insolvency which threatens its very survival. By a
concerted action, in a spirit of dedication to this Organiza
tion, the solvency of the United Nations must be restored.
Every Member State must pay all its assessed contributions,
for it is only through regular and prompt contributions that
the United Nations can carry out its most desirable
functions of disarmament, development a.ad decolonization
and be able to safeguard peace and international security.

45. In the field of disannament, the world is trapped in a
cycle of incongruities. Words are not matched by actions.
We seek disarmament, but the result so far has been limited
preventive measures of "non-annament". We aspire to the
termination of nuclear tests in all environments; yet
underground nuclear blasts occur with calculated regularity.
The General Assembly has deplored the enormous expendi
ture on military build-up; yet these valuable resources have
not been diverted to social and economic development. We
seek to strengthen international peace and security; yet the
arms race is deliberately encouraged in areas of acknow
ledged conflict There is, in short, a lack of political will to
take effective disarmament measures.

44. Recent advanc~s in outer-space technology have high- chairman' of your country's delegation to the regular
lighted the possibilities of the application of space techno!- sessions of the United Nations General Assembly from
ogy to development in such fields as communications, 1966 to 1970 and as special envoy of your President to the
i~~levision, meteor010gy, pollution detection and the survey- commemorative twenty.fifth session of the General Assem-
lng of earth resources. As with developments in other bly. Sir, the remarkable skill you have displayed as a
environments, the United Nations should ensure the trans- n~60tjator, especially in difficult situations, attests to your
fer of outer-space technology to developing countries for expert mediating capability. We are confident that the work
their accelerated economic and social development. of the Assembly will progress with much expertise during

y.cjur tenure of office.
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66. The great Powers have themselves-singly sometimes,
but often jointly-tried to devise or even to impose a
settlement. More recently, the Organization of African
Unity added its own initiative by the appointment of a
10-man mission to mediate between the parties to the
dispute.

67. All these efforts do not seem to have borne much
fruit. Israel has persistently refused to withdraw from the
occupied territories as required by resolution 242 (1967),
and neither the United Nations nor the great Powers have
been able to shift it from that position.

68. It is the view of my Government that Israel should
make a move. Sierra Leone cannot endorse the acqUisition
of textitory by war during this latter half of the twentieth
century. Israel should, therefore, agree in principle-I
repeat, in principle-to remove or withdraw to the bound
aries that were defined by the mandate.

69. It will then be up to Israel to utilize the Jarring
tnission to work out whatever modifications of its borders
it considers necessary because of recent experience so as to
ensure its future defence, partiCUlarly by suggesting adjust
ments in the Gaza Strip, by putting forward proposals
about the future of Jerusalem, by securing essential
guarantees for access to the Gulf of Aqaba from the port of
Elath, and by pressing for the carving-up of possible neutral
territory in the Sinai peninsula. It is I~ven understandable
that it may want some assurance th?Lt Sharm EI Sheikh will
not again be used to close the Gulf of Aqaba. But these are
details to be negotiated with its Arab neighbours and with
the assistance of the Jarring mission, and they ought not to
stand in the way of Israel accepting the principl~ of
withdrawing from all occupied territories.

64. This Judaizing process must be controlled and even
brought to an end if the entire Christian and Moslem world
is not to rise up and proclaim a holy war against Israel. For
the preservation' of international peace it is therefore
important that Israel should immediately desist from this
Judaizing process and restore to the Holy City ofJerusalem
its peaceful and sacred surroundings and above all its
sanctified charm, which should not be marred by tall
residential Jewish edifices, factories and other constructions
completely alien to religious worship and the sacred
character of the Holy City. It i~ our hope that Israel will
agree to make Jerusalem not only accessible to adherents of
all three faiths but also expressive of the atmosphere built
up by Christianity and Islam over the centuries.

65. As regards the fifth basic problem-that is to say
fostering joint co-operation by the two parties concerned to
work out a programme for lasting peace-the Government
of Sierra Leone is conscious of the part being played by
various institutions to assist the parties to reach an amicable
settlement. The Secretary-General appointed the Jarring
mission to get the parties to talk to one another. After the
near stalemate ofa year ago, when Israel withdrew from the
talks, hopes WP''le restored in January of this year with their
resumption.

63. Since the six-day war and the occupation of the whole
of Jerusalem by Israel, the world has witnessed the
Judaizing of Jerusalem. It is reported that the ser~Iuty of
the Holy City is fast losing its chann by unrestricted
measures to urbanize and populate the hitherto sacred areas
with Jewish settlements. This process, in the opinion of my

tion, so that from his successful record we may derive new Government, is taking the Arab-Israeli conflict further
inspiration to seek satisfactory and lasting solutions. afield to affect the conscience of many people practising

the international religions of Islam and Christianity.

62. Jerusalem has been for quite a long time now the
centre of important religious faiths of the world, namely
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. To the Jews, Jerusalem is
the city of promise. Judaism, however, is practised by only
a very limited sector of the world's population. To the
Christians, Jerusalem embodies the very heart of their
religion. Christians are found in practically every quarter of
the globe, and the city of Jerusalem houses a number of
their Holy Places. In like manner, Islam, which is practised
by the vast majority of southern Asians, Africans, the
inhabitants of the Arab world, and also by some Europeans
and Americans, sees in Jerusalem the centre of much of its
holiness. Jerusalem, therefore, has an international signifi
cance which practically no other city of the world can ever
have.

61. I need not elaborate upon the fust three problems,
namely, the fear expressed by the Israelis, the equally
genuine fear of the Arab Sta.tes, and also the resettlement
of the Palestinian Arabs. The fourth poin' cO.lcerning the
Judaizing of Jerusalem calls for some elaboration, since it is
so topical.

58. In tlrls process of re-examination we cannot ade
quately review all the problems confronting us. Nor do we
need to concentrate, at this crucial period of our Organiza
tion's history, on problems that are narrowly regional. Our
concern is the larger interest of all mankind, and it is
against this background that I wish to make brief comments
on the international scene and the role of this Organization
within it.
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59. Perhaps one of the most serious threats to the success,
if not the very existence, of the United Nations is to be
found in the Middle East conflict. The struggle between the
Arabs and the Jews has rocked the Org,anization to its very
foundations and given much cause for alarm. As my
Government sees it., solutions must be found to five
interrelated proble-ms before this conflict can be resolved.

60. The first problem is what we believe to be the genuine
fear by Israel that its Arab neighbours want to throw the
last Israeli into the sea and to obliterate any·trace of the
existence of the territory of I~l"ael from the map of the
Middle East. Secondly, there is the equally genuine fear by
the surrounding Arab countiies that Isl,ael is only interested
in pumuing an expansionist policy which will ultimately
threaten the very foundations of Arab existence. Thirdly,
there is the grave question of the resettlement of the
Palestinian Arabs. FOllrthly, there has recently arisen the
complaint about the JudaiZing of Jerusalem. And fmally, it
is of paramount importance to secure the joint co-operation

.of both parties to the conflict if a lasting solution is to be
found within the'framework of Security Council resolution
242 (1967).

l' .
I

!

I"
~.
i
1

1
I, '

!
!
I

1.,
I, "

\
I
I

1
\

I
I
l
1



76. In temlinating the exile of the People's Republic of
China, we must avoid creating further Chinese problems,
such as two Chinas or one China and one Taiwan, at this
stage. For several years, the voting results in the General
Assembly have demonstrated that our Members have
endorsed the principle of one China. The regime of the
Republic of China in Taiwan has, at the same time, always
alleged that it is the true Government representing the
entire Chinese people. Similarly, the Government of the
People's Rapublic of China has maintained that it repre
sents the whole of China, Taiwan being merely a province
of China. Neither party appears to have changed its policy
rega.rding one, and only one, China.

75. My delegation has over the years advocated the right
of the People;s RepUblic of China to membership in this
world Organization. We have stressed the importance of
having within its fold a country which represents a quarter
of the earth's population and which is also a nuclear Power.
Time and again we have stressed the injustice and lack of
political realism which keeps 850 million people from being
represented in this body. We have drawn attention to the
fact that Peking's absence from the United Nations has
severely weakened the Organization's ability to grapple
realistically with the major problems of the world. We
welcome the change of heart on the part of niany
important and influential Members of this Assembly who
have realized the injustice of their policy vis-a-vis the
People's Republic of China over the years and are not afraid
to set the record straight. As a matter of fact, we heartily
congratulate them for their courage in correctinf) this
narrow, partisan and discriminatory policy' which has
existed for 21 long years.

77. The policy of the Sierra Leone Government, then, can
be only that of recognizing one, and only one, China, while
at the same time realizing that two separate Governments
have been competing for sovereignty over that one China.

, We, as a non-aligned nation, consider that we would be
meddling in the internal affairs of the single friendly
country of China if we were to start promulgating or
advocating that there were two Chinas, one on the vast
mainland, and the other in the territory of Taiwan. And..
unless one or both competing Chinese Governments shift
their position from one China to two Chinas, we fail to see
on what justification the outside world, or the United
Nations for that matter, can arrogate to itself the right to
impose the doctrine of two Chinas. After much considera
tion, it is now the policy of the Sierra Leone· Government
to recognize the Government of the People's Republic of
China as the de jure Government of the whole of China,
and we therefore advocate that the Government in Feking
should take the Chinese seat in the General Assembly, in
the Security Council and in every other relevant organ of
the United Nations.

71. We are particularly happy to record that the Organiza
tion or'African Unity has tried to assist in fmding a solution
by recently adopting a resolution to set up a goodwill
committee to act as mediators. A special 10-man mediation
team of eminent Presidents of Mrican States has accord
ingly been formed and has started upon its arduous but
inspiring task by designating four African Heads of State to
act on behalf of the members.

70. At the same time the Sierra Leone Government would gained much in importance during the term of the present
counsel that the surrounding Arab States should continue Secretary-General. There are signs that most of the icy
to exercise patience and understanding. We welcome the obstacles to the full implementation of this doctrine are
formation of the new Federation of Arab Republics. We now thawing. It is the hope of my delegation that we shall
note that one of its principles is unanitnity in matters this year give concrete expression to this doctrine by
pertaining to defence. My Government fervently hopes that restoring to the 850 million inhabitants of the People's
the newly formed Federation will actively continue the Republic of China their lawful rights in the several organs
policy of seeking a .non-mi1itarj solution rather than of the United Nations.
putting an end to all hopes of solving the conflict by
preparing for an imminent and inevitable battle. For the
past three years-or even longer-the entire world has been
witnessing the many concessions the Arab States have been
making to reach a solution. Thanks to their continued
patience and understanding the cease-fIre has been in
existence for over a year now. It is the fervent prayer of the
Sierra Leone delegation that that statesmanlike patience
will continue to be exercised until a just and lasting
solution is achieved.

74. I now tum my attention to the doctrine of the
universality of the United Nations, a doctrine which has

72. My Government looks forward to the support of that
mediation team by the United Nations General Assembly.
It is, i~deed, our belief that this small beginning might 'be
expanded into a United Nations team to embrace the entire
United Nations family. We shall accordingly propose that
dUring this twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly
we may decide to establish a top-level United Nations
mediation commission of, say, 16 eminent Heads of State
to contact the parties to this dispute and see how best they
can bring them to the round table to settle their differ
ences. Without in any way going at this stage into the
details of this proposal, we hope that we shall be able to
find, say, four Asian leaders, two East European leaders,
two West European leaders, and four American and Latin
American leaders-none of. them coming from the great
Powers-to join forces with the four African leaders already
selected, all 16 of whom may be commissioned to mediate
this stubborn problem with a view to bringing the parties
together at the round table and so make the work of the
Jarring mission fruitful and successful without any further
delay.
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73. It is, of course, essential not only to create conditions
for peace but also to bring about peace and make it lasting.
It is therefore the hope of my delegation that the General
Assembly will give urgent consideration to constituting
another peace-keeping force, to be deployed along the
explosive ~ections of the Arab-Israeli borders for a mini
mum period, on the condition that no single State of the
area can unilaterally have the right to request its partial or
total withdrawal dUring the predetermined period. This
peace-keeping force should be removed only if all-I repeat,
all-the parties agree its presence is no longer necessary in
any particular area.
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85. We are, however, disturbed at the lack of progre~

being made at the Paris peace talks, and we u.rge all partie~
concerned to approach the problems involvF.ld with a fresh
outlook of reasonableness and goodwill. Above all, we urge
that there should take place as spe~dily as possible a
complete exchange and repatriation. of all prisone.rs of war
captured by either side.

86. But little will be achieved that is lasting unless the
settlement takes into account the political realities of the
situation. It must give due consideration to the close
kinship between North and South Viet·Nam, the commu
nity of language, civilization and interest that exists. Unless
such a step is taken and carried out, peace in that area will
be difficult to come by.

88. Under the pretext of reducing or virtually eliminating
all threats to the safety of United States combatants, and in
order to help speed up their withdrawal, the United States
Government has thought fit to extend the conflict to Laos
and Cambodia-two neighbOUring countries which it
accused of prOViding sanctuaries for the Viet-Cong and
North Viet-Nam regulars. Parts of Laos are being subjected
to intensive bombing and gun-fire which take a toll of the
lives of innocent men, women and children and sometimes
animal and vegetable life without discrimination. We
consider it unjustifiable that the Kingdom of Laos should
be Clenied the actual exercise of sovereignty over parts of its
own territory. What is true of Laos is also true of
Cambodia, where foreign intervention is causing irreparable
loss to life and property, and basic human rights and
respect for human life and dignity are being trampled
underfoot by all sides, It is our hope that good sense will
prevail, and that the United States Government will leave
the people of those countries to pursue life in the way they
think best.

89. No examination ofpresent-day world problems will be
complete if we do not express our concern about the
possible escalation of the current India-Pakistan tension in

87. But while hopes are raised that at last the war is berng
de-escalated in Viet-Nam and that the next 12 months wili
see the gradual reduction of United States military person
nel and combatants in that area, a sudden turn of events
seems to give the lie to these hopes and to raise serious
doubts in the minds of many that the United States
seriously intends to withdraw its presence completely.

84. My Government is happy to note that, after several
years of anned conflict in the Indo-China peninsula at the
cost of the lives of hundreds of thousands of people
combatants and civilians alike-enlightened world opinion
has now reached the conclusion that the war cannot be won
without a resort to massive doses of nuclear aons. This
ret1Jization has led to a de·escalation on the part of the war
efforts of the foreign Power mainly involved. We have
advocated a cessation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam,
which has caused so much suffering and deprivation to an
entire generation 'in that land, and we have stressed the
usefulness of negotiations. Therefore the cessation of
bombing by the United States and the resumption of talks
in Paris, coupled with the gradual withdrawal of contin
gents of foreign troops from Viet-Nam, offered the right
type of atmosphere for serious parley.
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79. The doctrine of universality does not concern only
China at this moment of United Nations history. A related
and similar problem which has for quite a long time now
exercised the United Nat,ons is the problem of the divided
States of Germany, Korea and Viet-Nam. The hope has
always been entertained by my Govemment that these
divided States would become unified.

80. In the case of Gennany, the problem is that it was
divided as a result of the last world war. However~ we from
the developing countries are satisifed that the Government
of the Federal RepUblic of Gennany and the Government
of the German Democratic Republic as well have pursued
internationally acceptable policies relating to peace, pro·
gress and the development of the world community. We
feel that the isolation of Germany from this international
forum ought to be brought to an end.

81. We have followed with keen interest the progress of
the four-Power talks 011 Berlin which commenced on 26
March 1970. We welcome the Quadripartite Agreement on
Berlin of 3 September 1971, and we wish to commend the
efforts of the Powers concerned, particularly the spirit of
give-and-take exhibited dUring the disclJssions without
which the aforementioned agreement would not have been
possible. This agreement marks a welcome beginning, and it
should be the hope of all of us that the cuttent discussions
between the two Gennan States relative to implementation
of the principles in the agreement will be successfully
completed.

82. One needs hardly restate that a solution of the Berlin
question is necessary, not only for the Gennan people but
also for all mankind, as this would greatly contribute to the
achievement of European security and world peace. With
the evident entente in East-West relations, my Goveroment
hopes that all obstacles in the way of theadmissiOl;. of
representatives of the people of Gennany to this world
assembly will soon be removed so that we can welcome
them to their rightful places.

83. As regards the great country of Korea, I must also
emphasize that my Government wishes to see the peaceful
reunification of both parts within the shortest possible
period of time. The war in Korea has long come to an end.
and we share the view that all foreign troops must be
removed from the country~ so that the reunification process
can be worked out by the Koreans themselves at official
levels just as welcome social exchanges are now taking place
at the Red Cross level.

78. TbeGovernment of the Republic of China has for the
past 2S years been pennitted to sit in this Organization as
the Government of China. Now" the view of the Sierra
Leone Government-and, we trust, of the great majority of
the Members here-is that the Government of the Republic
of China no longer has the tight to be admitted here as the
de jure Government of the entire country known as China,
a country for which certain express provisions are laid
down in the Charter of the United Nations. Under SllCh

circumstances) it is our, hope that the representatives of the
Government of the Republic of China will agree to retir'li
with the same grace with which they have hitherto been
pennitted to attend previous se~sions. And if they refuse to
retire peacefully, then they may have to be expelled.
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5 Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence of
South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notWithstanding
Security Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion, LC.J.
Reports 1971, p. 16.

101. My delegation wishes to stress that there can be no
solution of the problem of Namibia unless an effective

99. My Government has noted with great interest the
decision reached by the International Court of Justice on
the question of Namibia.s We have observed some· dissent
ing views, but it would be less than just if the Republic of
South Africa and its friends do not take immediate steps to
implement the handing over of Namibia to the United
Nations for its rapid preparation for mdependence. The
British have done this in the case of the Cameroons and
Tanzania; the F~ench have done so in the case of Togoland
and the Cameroons; the Italians in the case of Libya and
Somalia; and the Belgians in that of Rwanda and Burundi.
The proximity of Namibia to South Africa does not mean
that it should fall into a separate category. It means rather
that ihe South African Government should long ago have
tr~nsfonned .the Mandated Territory into an· independent;
fnendly and allied Government, rather than keeping it
indefinitely under a ruthless dictatorship.

100. By maintaining an illegal presence in Namibia in
defi~ce of the decisiciltt of. the General Assembly, by
holdmg on to that Territory in complete disregard of the
decision of the International Court of Justice~ by dismem
bering the territory into homelands, by introducing apart
heid into territory that is truly international and by
refusing to co-operate with the United Nations Council for
!'1amibia, the South African regime has not only proved
Itself unworthy of all trust, but has clearly called into
question its own qualification for continued membership in
the United Nations. We can only renew the constant annual
appeal to the friends of South Africa to co-operate with the
rest of the enlightened world by isolating South Mricir
economically3 politically and culturally as a means of
bringing it to its senses. We further appeal to those
"friends" to ensure an immediate and an effective United
Nations presence in Namibia.

97. Rhodesia has 'leared its head again in a new and ugly
guise, and the initiative of the Government of the United
Kingdom in reopening talks with the illegal regime in
Rhodesia has some rather disquieting undertones, particu
larly ,as the United Kingdom is now seeking admission to
the European Economic Community. There should be no
excuse whatever, in our opinion, for the liftirlg of sanctions
against Rhodesia until self-government by majority rule has
been established in that territory.

98. In Namibia we are faced with a new type of
colonialism in which a people is held in subjection not only
in defiance of the concepts of human justice and equality,
but also in flagrant breach of international law.

the ~eiigal region and the co?stant flow of refugees who 96. We have noted with keen interest the statement oft1).e
contInue to flee from East Pakistan into Indi&. Government of·West Gennany in frankly admitting that

some of the anus supplied for NATO defence have been
used for wrongful purposes in southern Africa. We look
forward to the same frankness from other members of the
Western European alliance, and hope that they will take
immediate steps to halt the flow ofmilitary aid to Portugal.

94. On the question of decolonization, we had hoped that
the change of Government in Portugal would have led to a
reappraisal of that country's policies of colonialism con
cerning Guinea (Bissau), Cabinda, Mozambique and Angola.
It is with regret that we observe, however, that entrenched
interests in Port~gal have prevented the taking of the steps
necessary for the realization of African independence in
those Territories. We condemn in the strongest possible
tenns the military attacks being made by Portugal against
our neighbours in the Republics of Guinea and Senegal. We
cannot be passive onlookers while Portugal uses its associa
tion with certain Western nations as a cloak to continue to
live in. the glories of an imperialistic past, when other
nations in Western Europe have long ago abandoned this
negative policy.

95. We continue to be concerned by the help being given
to Portugal and to South Africa by their NATO allies in
supplying anns which are used for the subjugation of
Africans and for making unprovoked attacks on African
States. Although members of NATO have denied this, yet it
is known that anns given for the defence of Western Europe
are being used in Africa under the foolish and untenable
idea of the Portuguese Government that this is an extension
of the defence of metropolitan Portugal and Western
Europe against world communism.

91. There have been conflicting reports as to the root
cause of the present tension. Our friends in India blame it
on repressive policies within Pakistan, whereas our friends
in Pakistan insist that the trouble has continued because
India has been encouraging dissident elements in East
Bengal.

93. I have indicated that I do not intend to be parochial. I
shall, however, mention some of the endemic political ills
of Africa, which are all well known.
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92. It seems to us that there is a definite need for a United
Nations observer goodwill mi&sion to be sent to the area to
find out the facts and inform this Organization about what
is really happening, since this event is of a scale worse and
more· disastrous than anything which has occurred in that
area since the founding of the United Nations. There is a
definite danger of a violent eruption which could be averted
by such an observer goodwill mission. Here we believe that
the way out may be found by the Secretary-General's
utiliZing the joint efforts of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Com
mission on Human Rights. My delegation would commend
both Commissions for the admirable services they are
rendering in the cause of humanity.

90. We congratulate the Secretary-General for the mas..
terly way in which he has faced up to the realities of the
situ? ~on. His memorandum of 20 August to the President
of the Security Council provides that body with a balanced
assessment of the situation. His quiet diplomatic move and
his great concern for the sufferings of the refugees resulted
in increased international assistance and, within the Secreta
riat, in the' setting up of the Office for Inter-Agency Affairs
as a focal point.
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109. On the question ofapartheid my delegation wishes to
emphasize that the question of race relations is one which
concerns almost every State Member of this Assembly,
whether in the form of outright racial discrimination or
discrimination against certain groups. It has, however,
reached the point in South Africa where the official
Government of that country has adopted it as an ar.tive
measure of policy. We cannot reconcile the expressed desire
of the Prime Minister of South Africa to forge alliances
with African Member States with the inhumane and brutal
methods of torture and repression being used within his
own country against the non-white population. We know
through our contacts that there are wise and progressive
black leaders in South Africa who are willing to enter into
dialogue with its Government. "Charity begins a.t home",
and we should see evidence of this in South Africa before
those of us from outside engage in any meaningful
negotiations or dialogue with the minority Government of
that country.

108. The ultimate objective of this exercise must be to
prepare the peoples of Namibia for nationhood within the
shortest possible period of time. To this end it is our belief
that free elections should be undertaken in the Territory
within a period of, say, one year after the United Nations
assumes administrative control. For such elections to be
really free, basic human and democratic rights should be
guaranteed. All political prisoners banished from Namibia
and now serving sentences in Robben Island and other
prison fortifications in South Africa should be released and
sent back to their country. All political leaders now in exile
from Namibia should be encouraged, if they so desire, to
return home. The people of Namibi" should be enabled
freely to cultivate their pulitical consciousness along demo
cratic lines as they themselves think fit. There should be a
period of political tutelage so as to allow the population to
settle down and forget the repressive era of South African
rule. It is the frrm belief of my delega,tion that the
Namibians will, under such conditions, freely develop and
express their own ideas about self-determination.

107. The United Nations administration cannot operate in
a vacuum. It will be essential for it to be supplied with the
funds to ensure efficient administration. My delegation is
satisfied that the economic resources of Namibia, if
properly utilized and managed, can provide sufficient
revenues for the maintenance of this administration until it
is, in the near. future, transferred to the Nami1:..ians.
However, certain development projects ought to be under
taken quickly such as the infra-structural improvement of
the areas populated by the indigenous Namibians, as well as
the implementation of policies aimed at developing the
political consciousness of the Namibians. For the attain~

ment of these objectives, it will be necessary to provide
adequate funds which can also be utilized in meeting to
some extent the expenses of the United Nations administra
tion. My delegation appeals, therefore, for the provision by
the United Nations of adequate funds for Namibia from the
general budget.

·110. No discussion of the South African problem would
be complete withollt a reference to the policy of the sale of
arms to that country by some major Powers in the United
Nations. By its own actions, South Africa has already
forfeited all claims to international trust and respect.
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106. My delegation wishes to stress that we have no
complaint against individual South Africans residing in
Namibia, only against the racist regime of South Africa.
Accordingly, my Government does not envisage that the
transfer of the administration of Namibia from South
Afric" to the United Nations should involve any expulsion
of individual South Africans, whether they are in business,
in agriculture, in railways, in trade and industry, in mines or
even in their own individual enterprises. Individual South
Africans can remain and c.ontribute to the development and
welfare of the Territory as long as they accept and respect
the over-all responsibility of the United Nations administra
tion.

103. The information available to my delegation reveals
that certain of the permanent members of the Security
Council already have sizeable investments in Namibia. It is
only right that those investments should be protected,
particularly if the Governments concerned respect the
authority of the United Nations and are willing to
co-operate with this Organization.

104. My delegation will therefore propose that the Secu
rity Council should take urgent steps to ensure the
appointment of an administering authority, under the
direction of the United Nations Council for Namibia, to
take over immediately ,from the South African Govern
ment. This administering authority would, in my delega
tion's opinion, be much more effective if it includes all the
permanent members of the Security Council. .

105. The envisaged termination of the South African
acLtllinistration should involve the simultaneous withdrawal
of South African troops and police officers from the
Territory. In order to safeguard good administration, it is
essential to consider the creation of a United Ndions police
force to take over from the South Africans, which would be
directly responsible to the administering authority. It is our
belief that serious attention should now be given to the
creation of such a United Nations police force with the
assistance of the Member States of the international
community. Countries which might render such assi~tance

would no doubt include the permanent members of the
Security Council, Italy, Sweden, Finland, Egypt, Ethiopia,
tha United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Nigeria, the
Republic of Guinea, the Central African Republic, India,
Japan, Mexico, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Canada.

102. If the United Nations wants to administer the
Territory effectively this cannot be done by remote
control. The United Nations must be present as administra
tor either throJtgh some agency it has created or through an
administering authority it has appointed, so that the
vacuum created by South Africa's departure is immediately
filled.

United Nations presence is assured. We are convinced that
this is the essential· next step and that it cannot be taken
without the joint effort and co-operation of the permanent
members of the Security Council. We therefore appeal to
them to close their ranks on this issue, to respect the recent
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice, to
facilitate the inception of United Nations administration of
the Territory, and thus help to bring the benefits of
independence to the Namibians in the shortest possible
time.
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116. In the wider context of world trade, the Sierra J.."eone
Government is profoundly disturbed by the wide gulf still
existin~ between the. developed and the developing worlds.
While it must be our aim to reduce that gulf and to
integrate all the economies of the world into a functioning
system of world production and trade in which all can play
thejr full part, the trade of developing countries continues
to fall as a proportion of world trade. This jo) not a subject
on which we can complacently let events take their course;
so it is the view of my Government that this endemic
problem should receive· the fullest attention. Ways and
means should be investigated to formulate effective policieS
~nd reach meaningful solutions.

117. As a result of the somewhat disappointing achieve
ments of the First Umted Nations Development Decade,
much thought has been given during the last few years to
ways in which the United Nations development system can
be made more effective. In this connexion, we welcome the
genesis of the new country programming system on which
future technical aid will be based. We all must hope that the
objectives of country programming will be achieved. Let us
be resolved to co-operate to the full with the United
Nations system and with bilater.al donors to obtain the
greatest benefits fyom the aid provided.

118. However, the heart of the matter, as far as my
Government is concemed, is the amount of the aid which is
available for the developing countries. It is our hope that
the 'target set for the aid contribution of the donor
countries of 1 per cent of their gross national product will
soon be achieved. Except for one country whose contribu
tion to the third world in 1969 was at the level of 1.24 per
cent of the gross national product, many of the developed
countries appear to be dragging their feet over what we
expect to be their reasonable contributions. As a result, the
amount of aid available' to the developing countries is
manifestly inadequate.

119. We urge the developed countries to make realistic aid
contributions to the developing countries rather than waste
the resources of the earth on expensive space' explorations
and senseless armaments build-up. According to figures at
our disposal, it was estir.1ated in 1969 that the advanced
countries spent $US178 billion on armaments; which was
about 14 times what they contributed in aid. The figures
for 1970 are not available 'to my delegation, but we doubt
whether there has been any significant change in the
pattern.

120. The cost of space exploration is universallyadmitted .
to be unreasonably very high. The cost to the United States
of America, for instance, of sending astronauts to the moon
for a single mission is higher than the national incomes of
most developing countries. Although it is hoped that space
exploration may in the long run yield substantial dividends
to scientific development, the general view still holds that
too much money is being unprofitably spent on space

6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 634 (1968), No. 9068.
7 Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,

Poisonous or Other Gases and of Bacteriological Method~ of
Warfate, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925 (League of NatIons,
Treaty Series, vol. XCIV (1n9). No. 2138).

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, TwentY-fourth
Session, Supplement No. lA, paras. 196-197.

Consequently. in spite of whatever assurances may be given international level-especially those of the environment,
by that Government, there is every reason to conclude that development and population expansion. Such an i;nstitu-
all arms supplied to such a regime will, directly or tion, if carefully planned and administered, wi~~ cainpuses

findirectly, contribute to the strengthening ofapartheid and in a number of countries, could become centres 0

encourage that regime to embark on further repressive and excellence" and help to prevent problems of "brain drain"
military adl'entures against the gallant fighters of the so common in many of our developing natiop.s.
liberation movement.

111. The maintenance of international peace and security
is a grave problem confronting the world at this time of
history.

112. When the Assembly in 1969 decided to proclaim the
1970s as the Disarmament Decade [resolution 2602 E
(XXIV)], my delegation gave the move its whole-hearted
support. It dhi so in the hope that the grave dangers of the
arms race, both nuclear and conventional, which have
continued to afflict our world, would be checked, with the
added benefit that the vast amount of money badly needed
for development purposes would be released from arms
purchases.

113. Some progress, however modest, has been made ill
the field of nuclear disarmament. Additional progress has
also been made in declaring Latin America a nuclear-free
zone by the adoption of the Treaty for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in latin Am~rica.6 We note with relief
the progress made in the field of controlling the production
and use of chemical and biologicf.lj weapons, and note that a
growing number of nations have ratified or ~ ~ceded to the
Protoco1.7 We likewise welcome the progress that is being
made by NATO and Warsaw Pact groups to eliminate the
unnecessary arms burden in Europe, and are encouraged by
the decision takt:,m by the Union of Soviet Socialist
RepulJlics and the; United States of America to concentrate
this year in the bilateral Strategic Arms Limitation Talks on
eff~cting an agreement for the limitation of the deployment
of anti-ballistic missiles. We also support the proposal for a
world disarmament conference at the level of the United
Nations. After all, a nuclear holocaust would affect not
only the super-Powers but also all the other nations of the
world. We therefore advocate that the super-Powers should
recognize that the peace-loving nations of the earth have an
equally potent interest in disarmament and peace research.

114. Finally, having reaffrrmed the Sierra Leone Govern
ment's faith in the capability of the United Nations to
handle many problems in the political sphere, I wish to
speak in similar tenns about our hopes for economic and
social development. .

115. My Government wannly endorses the proposal to
establish an international university,S and has suggested
that consideration should be given to setting up such an
institution at the graduat~ level. Our reasons for this. are
principally to prevent a duplication of existing in~titutions

and, at the same time, to he able to study 111 depth
problems which are capable of being solved only at the
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130. This twenty-sixth session represents or at least should
represent the beginning of a new stage in the life of our
Organization. The problems which concern it must therew

fore be tackled with our eyes chiefly set upon the future
and with an eminently dynamic approach. If the past
cannot be forgotten, its recollection should help us to
eliminate those impediments which at one time limited the
effectiveness of our Organization and the errors the
repetition of which it would be hard to forgive.

131. One fundamental problem which the United Nations
must deal with from the outset of this new voyage consists
in clarifying whether it responds consHtutionally to the
challenges of the present time.

128. I want to conclude by making this appeal to all the
nations here represented and, indeed, to all the leaders of
humanity: Let us strive indeed, but let us all strive togethe.r,
towards a common ideal-a brighter and a better tomorrow
in a world where our children will1ive in peace, will enjoy
material progress, and will in their tum hand over a great
cultural heritage to succeeding generations.

129. Mr. LOPEZ BRAVO (Spain) (interpretation' from
Spanish): Mr. President, in this first intervention of the
Spanish delegation, I wish to express to you my congratula
tions and those of my delegation on your having been
elected President of the Assembly. The qualities which
distinguish you are a guarantee that you will direct our
deliberations successfully. Allow me also to take this
opportunity of congratulating the new Members, Bhutar.t,
Bahrain and Qatar, which have been incorporated into this
Organization. This brings the number of Memb~rStates up
to 130. We trust that the goal of universality, to which this
Organization aspires, is on the way to becoming a reality.

127. We do not deny the fact that it is legitimate for the
major countries who play the principal part in resolVing
international monetary and financial problems to consider
their own national interests first, but we would suggest that
far-sighted solutions should only be sought which would
allow full weight to be given to the overriding interest of
the whole world in free and unfettered trade. It would be
disastrous if. short-sighted and parochial policies were
adopted whil';h were inward-looking and protectionist of
the interests of any or all of the major Powers. Much more
so is it iniquitous for the major Powers to utilize their
economic strength, gained from past ignorance in the
developing countries, to perpetuate the untenable axis of
metropolis and satellite through the strategy of economic
force or military might.

r.Mll.__=•.•.•£k":..,,;.~!lfI#l!i!.jZlil(i(J£.NR:liti• ..,....
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exploration. Part of this money could well be Rpent on
more aid to developing countries which are in dire need of
development funds to implement their several development
programmes.

122. We therefore welcome thte continued important role
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment [UNCTADJ and we hope that it will increase its
efforts in promoting the international trade of the develop
ing countries. May I then take this opportunity to appeal to
the developed memb~rs of UNCTAD to focus their atten
tion on the continuing need of the developing countries to
expand their several economies, to expand their inter
national trade, and to obtain the desired support necessary
for the achievement of self-sustained growth.

121. As a result ofpast experience, we would suggest that,
during the Second United Nations Development Decade,
special attention should be given to the expansion of the
industrialization of the developing countdes, and the
promotion and diversification of their export trade, particu
larly in manufactured and semi-manufactured goods.

123. Very closely connected with trade is the universally
recognized insufficienl,j of international liquidity. Our
feeling is that in the past there has been too much emphasis
on the technicalities of the form of liquidity, and too little
un monetary discip1ine, and this seems to be substantiated
by the recent developments affecting the United States
dollar. No mat','" how intelligently a monetary system is
designed, its efficacy cannot replace sound monetary
policies.

12

124. We believe that discipline should start at home, by
setting our own houses in order. We therefore feel that
Member countries should, each and everyone of us, try to
get rid of our inflationary practices and try to improve on
the balance-of-payments situation. The United States
dollar, despite its present apparent instability, still remains
the major currency of th~ world, the backbone of many
monetary systems,and the very basis of international trade
uud payments. As things stand to date, a stable and strong
dollar means a stable and strong international monetary
system~ and a shaky dollar means a shaky system.

125. It is therefore the urgent and sincere desire of the
Sierra Leone Government that the internationa}. community
should find ways and means of rescuing the position of the
United States dollar as the catalyst of world exchange, and
also of reducing the consequential pressures on that
currency by speculators abroad and inflationary tendencies

. at home.
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132. The constitutional problems of the United Nations #~\ iii:

126. We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the oblige us to establish, first of all, whether the Organization "'(I'"
instability of the United States dollar will have profound is a true reflection of the international community as it is i

adverse effects on world trade. This can be evidenced by shaped today. In the second place, it is likewise necessary 1
the efforts of the 10 major industrialized nations-Europe to determine whether the legal instrument by which it is !
and Japan~to come to an understanding as to their own governed answers present needs. ,.',lj

reaction to the recent United States monetary policy. It II
stands to reason, therefore, that if the above industrialized 133. The United Nations should today reflect, as it was 11
nations-all of which are developed countries-are scared supposed to in the past, the genuine composition of the 11
stiff about the repercussions the United States move can international community, composed of all of its members. IJ
have on their own currencies and trade, how much more Any attempt to delay the universality of the United !'1
should the deve~\')ping countries be apprehensive of the Nations would be pr~judicial to the Organization. However, °

:"~.;,,,"a~vew effects of an umtable American doM _ .~,,::::~i~~ ~~~~o: ....b."e,.:.._a.:.chi".,e"ed to the detriment of .' ~l";i' ,
'~:''---::Y:~~~~''7~~::':~~- ~" ...,_.."'."
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continental, balanced and just order would justify a
reduction of forces and the kind of disarmament that
would relieve Europeans of a permanent threat.

141. This disarmament ·and reduction of forces should not
be confined to Central Europe, but should also extend to
the Mediterranean, in which there has been a recent
increase of tension.

135. If the Organization is to be brougllt into line with
present-day realities, the Charter, too, must be adapted. No
change of the Charter must be made in respect of what is
immutable, its aims and principles, but only in regard to
what was the mere expression of a concrete social reality,
which was subsequently translated into what we might
describe as the "internal economy of the Organization".
Study of the major subjects which demand reconsideration
must begin, and I shall indicate some of them: the
conversion of the Security Council into a more flexible and
representative instrument, in which the void existing in it
between the great Powers and the rest of the Member States
should be filled; the Economic and Social Council must also
be made more dynamic and brought into line with the
needs of development; the quest for an effective sy8tem for
the settlement of conflicts that respects both sovereignty
and justice alike; and the organization of more suitable
machinery for maintaining peace.

anyone, ancl should be attained in accordance with the aims
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

134. For Spain, universalism is not merely a doctrine. In
recent years Spain's foreign policy has been guided by its
desire to improve and extend its relations everywhere in the
conviction that international security demands sinc~re and
active coexistence. Guided by this spirit, the Spanish
Government has resumed its relations with countries having
different political, social and economic systems, since it
takes the view that C'nexistence implies the strictest respect
for the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs
of each State.
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142. At the present time total demilitarization and
neutralizatio~ of the Mediterranean is unrealistic. But what
is indeed an attainable objective is the stabilization of
forces at their present level, with a view to their gradual and
balanced reduction. For this purpose it is indispensable for
the coastal States to r,oncert their thoughts and deeds with
a view to reaching decisions concerning the area. At the
same time they should strive to increase regional co-opera
tion in the economic, technological, social and cultural
fields.

143. May the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs be
allowed, on behalf of Sl'aniards everywhere~for no prob
lem in my country ha':, ever elicited such a tieep-seated and
unanimous response-to set forth before this General
Assembly our concerns and hopes in the que~tion of
Gibraltar. .

144. We are deeply concerned hy the fact that still no
solution has been reached. The view of this Organization is
unequivocal and clear-cut: an end must be put to a colonial
situation which seriously affects Spain's territorial integrity,
while at the same time safeguarding the interests of the
population of Gibraltar. Together with this, an end must
also be put to an anachronistic situation which does

136. I am convinced that the time has come-now that nothing but obstruct the creation of a greater and more
more than a quarter of a century has elapsed since the end united Europe, to which common undertaking both the
of the Second World War and inasmuch as the freezing of British and the Spanish people feel committed.
positions of the "cold war" has been superseded-to
confront resolutely various centres of tension existing in 145. It is our hope-and it would be a very serious m:..~ter

the world and to establish the appropriate security systems. to disappoint that hope-that without further delays the
I shall refer to such Widely differing questions as Central United Kingdom will come to a realistic view which will

II Europe, the Mediterranean and the Middle East, which, at cause the existing contacts to lead to genuine negotiations,
1 the present time, have the common factor of involving so repeatedly requested at different General Assembly
j permanent threats to international peace and security. At sessions. We believe that the shortest line to these negotia-
'tt' the same time, it is necessary to tackle the aver-all problem tions is a straight line ~d not irregular tackings which
!'\ of the armaments race and military expenditures. sharply wound Spanish sensitivities and unnecessarily create
II an atmosphere of tension. Let us stop our quibbling once
t1 137. Owing to its geographical position, Spain is particu- and for all; let us no longer use equivocal language and
H larly interested in the strengthening of security in Europe procrastination and let us work together in the quest for

if ;;:;~:~;~:~;~i~~:t~~ ~:.~:' :n~tss~~::O~f :::~~::~;:::::::~::::=:;:~~::::
'~\ ~ European continental security; but without disregarding Nations should also, and as a matter of great urg<:!ncy,
.i t'~l'" this fact, Spain has maintained a positive attitude towards inspire the settlement of the gravest conflict that affectl' the '"

I the convocation of a European conference on security and Mediterranean area and world peace and security: the
I co-operation. conflict in the Middle East.
I

.' 'lli 139. The signing of the Quadripartite Agreement on Berlin 147. From this platform and in the Security Council Spain
I ! last September seems to justify the hope that with suitable has often said that there is a need to solve this long and
I,j developments, it may fonn a starting point towards a distressing conflict on the basis of Security Council
11 multilateral preparation o(this conference.'; , resolution 242 (1967) and all the other relevant resolutions
II of the United Nations. My country now reiterates its
!j 140. Together with this, we should seek to give the conviction that the acqUisition of territory by force is
t;~ principles that must govern life in Europe a,n interpretation unacceptable and that there is a need duly to safeguard the

~j~.~~~W~hi~~.~=~ill::::~S~u~~~_~_~a~__~__~....?:!~~~t~s~O,~fyfu~e~p~al~e~s~t_~~~._a!n~_p~oo!:~~~.~_~_~_~.~~~~~~~~ ••
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165. Finally, at the world level we regard as most
interesting the proposals to revitalize the Economic and'
Social Council in conformity with the role assigned to it by
Chapter IX of the Charter in economic, social, scientific
and technical subjects.

166. Spain, a developing cCJUntry which participated
actively in the preparat.ion of the Strategy, is again ready to

164. At the regional level, we attach importance to the
role of the regional economic commissjt)ns, without preju
dice to the active co-operation which may be prOVided by
the regional organizations not 'belonging to the United
Nations system, such as the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development.

163. The fact that Santiago de Chile is to be the seat of
the third session is particularly welcomed by my Govern
ment, it being the flrst time that so important a meeting
will take place in a country of Hispanic stock which has
been so brilliantly contributing to its work. .

the strengthening of security, but something mOrf.1 is
needed, namely, conditions which, by making a dignified
life possible for man, will render unnecessary his rebellion
against injustice.

158. The achievements of the United Nations in this field
ultimately depend on what each one of its Members is
prepared to do. Aware of this, Spain has not failed and
indeed cannot fail to comply with its duties of co-opera
tion.

159. My country, which declared last year from this
platfonn its complete adherence to the objectives of the
International Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade [resolution 2626 (XXV)],
has already begun to put its principles into practice. The
Spanish Government, when drafting the third development
plan, which coincides with the beginning of the Second
Development Decade, not only included its philosophy
therein blit 3lso established an appropriate system of
evaluating results and goals.

160. As an inevitable consequence of our concept of
economics in the service of mankind, the most important
objectives to be attained in our third development plan are
social improvements of all kinds, which my cbuntry desires
to achieve for the Spanish people. These improvements
.concern education, housing, health assistance, social secu
rity, vocational training, and so on, which are all part of a
programme which the Spanish Government began many
years ago.

161. But besides national action there is need for suitable
action at sectoral, regional and world levels. In those plans
Spain would like to see machinery being used for the
examination and ~va1uation of the objectives and measures
of policy agreed upon in the Strategy.

162. At the sectoral level-and I shall refer to one sector
that is most significant, that of trade-the third session of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
which will be held next year at Santiago de Chile, will
afford a propitious occasion for continuing consideration of
these basic problems jointly.

· I
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155. It is desirable not to lose the momentum acquired,
and the basic responsibility for this devolves upon the
major Powers. Taking advantage of the relaxation of
tension, which may now be seen for the fIrst time in many
years in their mutual relations~ it is up to them to take the
initiative in nuclear disarmament":'the type of disannament
most eagerly desired by all mankind.

156. Spain for its part resolutely supports the struggle
against the arms race and is ready to participate,actively in
negotiations leading to disarmament and especially in the
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, which is an
important subject to be dealt with by this Assembly.

157. We.~ are all aware that the achievement of peace is not
based solely on the settlement of international conflicts and

153. In this way and in other similar ways, it is undeniable
that Latin America has frequently been attacked in the
cultural field and even devastatingly plundered both :is
regards its spirit1:.a1 values and its material wea1~h. Hence it
is only natural for each nation to seek within itself the
strength needed to assert its personality and promote the
proper use: of its resources. Spain is observing this process,
which is :'imilar to what is happening in it" own country,
with the sincere and profound understanding which is the
mark of its unchangeable brotherhood with Latin America.

154. We are still far from the ideal of general and'
complete disannament under suitable international control,
but it can be said that the Disarmament Decade is beginning
auspiciously.

150. We are following matters pertaining to the Latin
American countries with close and sympathetic attention.

151. During the first six months of this year and in two
successive stages I had the honour of officially visiting nine
South American·Spanish-speaking Republics and Brazil. I
propose to add to thos~ visits very shortly by touring the
Central American nations and the Caribbean. The Spamsh
Government did not wish those visits merely to have
rhetorical value; they were intended to study and promote
various types of cultural, techni.cal and e!conomic co-opera
tion which will h~ capable of building new bridges for
mutual aid.

152. We cannot disregard the internal stresses which LaHn
America is undergoing. In some cases that is due to the
survival of antiquated s~ial structures which the countries
themselves are trying to remove; but at other times
latin-America has been the victim of unjust discrimination,
a situation clearly reflected in the deterioration of the
tenns of economic trade which has devaluated raw mate
rials and raised the cost of manufactured' goods to the
prejudice of Latin America.

149. For obvious reasons, everything connected with
Jerusalem deserves special attention.

148. At the same time we hopefully welcome all advances
in negotiations that may mean a step towards a just
political settlement of this problem. A partial solution can
only be considered as provisional pending an over-all
solution, which, we hope, will be fmal.

14
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181. Thus the interests of the international community
and especially the interests of the developing .States
require that we give a satisfactory legal response to three
basic economic needs: in the first place, to the need for
exploring and exploiting, in an exclusive manner, the
resources of the continental shelf, while establishing a
broad and uniform limit to that zone; secondly, to the need
for coastal States to enjoy a number of preferential rights in
regard to the conservation and exploitation of fishing
resources over an area of the sea adjoining their coasts
which shall be wide enough to satisfy their needs. Thirdly,
we are bound to give an imaginative reply to the problems
and needs of the "international zone of the sea-bed and
ocean floor", already described as the "co:nupon heritage of
mankind".

182. In the second area of interests, which I have just
indicated, the process is similar. Traditional political and
strategic irtterests, in the·face of the new realities, alter their
content and orientation.

179. At the present time those two great classes of
interests remain, but the new political, economic and
technical realities have substantially modified their content
and orientatio.:l.

180. The process of socialir~ationwhich has been noted in
the whole of international law has had a dlrectimpact upon
the law of the sea and has deeply transformed a large sector
of economic interests. The freedom of th~ seas, 'as regards
liberty to use marine areas, still remains an essential
necessity for all States, coastal or otherwise. But at the
same time the needs arising from the economic and social
development of peoples have become more urgent· and vital.

178. Throughout history, the law of the sea has s·:mght to
satisfy and balance two great clf~sses of interests: on the one·
hand, the economic interests of States in the use and
exploitation of the sea, and, on the other,.political and
security interests. .

176. My Government has accordingly taken note with
satisfaction of the recent proposals in this matter, especially
that of the President of the French Republic, and it trusts
that 'those timely suggestions will attain the necessary
universality without confIDing themselves to any particular
geographical or political framework.

175. However, that internal action needs to be supple
mented by close and sincere international collaboration for
the purpose of establishing universally more severe penalties
aimed at the radical elimination of this the vilp,st form of
human enslavement.

177. An important point which is bound to draw our
attention concerns the task of bringing marine law up to
date-a task which is at present being carried out by the
United Nations. The ,initial results of that work can be
considered satisfactory. The debates in the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction have allowed a
forthright exchange of views.

174. That anxiety is responsible for Spain's signing and
ratifying international conventions on the subject. It also
accounts for the legislative work of incorporating those

173. I should also like to refer to a problem of increasing
gravity which affects the physical, mental and moral health
of peoples. I am speaking of the widespread consumpt~nn

of narcotics causing general concern which the Spamsh
Government fully shares. .

171. The reform of the international monetary system
cannot be put through behind their backs, nor should, their
specific problems be overlooked.

172. Neither do I wish to owlt a justified reference to one
important aspect of United Nations action in th~ field of
development. In a few months' time the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment will be meeting in
Stockholm. Spain, which is in the full process of industrial
ization, wishes to avoid a confrontation between economic
growth and the deterioration of the environment. We fmnly
believe that it is possible to combine economic and social
development with the preservation of the ecological envi
ronment, and we are prepared to seek formulas for uniting
them.

168. One phenomenon of our time is the movement for
economic integration. But it is equally true that the division
of labour and speciali~ation are essential. Hence we must
regret the contradiction into which strongly developed
economies have fallen when, while renouncing and aban
doning highly technical projects for which they are spe
dally prepared, they erect, on the other hand, artificial
barri.ers to protect sectors in which they are not so
competitive. They thereby delay their own technical
advancement and the development of other lp.ss-advanced
countries.

170. The impact of the measures recently taken urgently
brings out the need for international solidarity and for new
forms of agreement. But such agreements must be entered
into not exclusively from the standpoint of the interests of
the great Powers, but only on the basis of broad co-opera
tiion taking into account the interests of all countries, since
it does not seem fair that precisely. the developing coun
tries-which have been wholly unconnected with the birth
of the crisis-should be th.e ones to suffer the most from its
consequences.

169. I cannot fail now to refer to a question of the
greatest current interest: namely, the monetary crisis.

167. A greater awareness and knowledge of the problems
of development have l~d to the conviction that science and
technology are important driving forces behind it. In my
address during the general debate last year [1867th
meeting] I mentioned our special concern over various
aspects of this problem, especially the transfer of techno
10gil.:al knowledge. I think there is an urgent need for an
int.ergovernmental organ at the highest level to co-ordinate
and provide momentum for the decisions of the Organiza
tion as a whole in this field.

1949th meeting - 1 October 1971 . 15
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give "its assistance to this effort of collective responsibility agreements into our national code, and for busy police
on the part of the international community. activity aimed not only at suppressing internal traffic, but

at preventing the use of our territory for transit.

..
I
!

1
!
I

I
f

(1
)
f

1

J
·i~

~

1
},

,f
j

: ~
I
i; 1

;- .~
, >

'1 -~

. f
j. ,

", -,'-"---:,;:1. ,_. __ .:'c:--c::~'_=":::~":-_":~'-::':-":'_-:'0",,~~:"""~~~:""":' .""'..:':""!''".....~;;,,''''.,,<~'':'''''''':?-'''<-<'<:'':<i'':.~~'.'E!>L.<_:..



prestige which you will impart to our debates and delibera~

tions, the twenty~sixth session of the General Assembly will
have special historic sigtlificance, because here we will
achieve the ,rogress which has long been anxiously awaited
and we feel sure that we will take one more step towards
the rule of law for which we art' all, as Member States,
equally responsible.

191. Finally, my country wishes to pay a well-earned
tribute to Secretary·General U Thant for his outstanding
work in the lofty post which he now holds.

192. We, the representatives who have gathered together
here at the twenty·sixth session, are filled with concern
over those matters which were not resolved at the past
sessions. Now we are equipped with the means and
instmments provided by the United Nations system, which
should make it possible for us to meet the needs of the
international community.

190. On this happy occasion, allow me also to express our
best wishes for the success of this important session, and at
the same time I should like to extend a hearty welcome to
the new States of BtLltrain, Bhutan and Q?tar, which have
come to swell the membership of this universal Organiza
tion.

194. It is impossible really to disregard pNsent·day real·
ities, because no rule of law can on its own first lay the
groundwork and then achieve the victory which we so
ardently desire; for human justice is imperfect, like all the
works of man, but it is capable of bringing about
confidence and assurance among men and nations.

193. Understandably enough, many of the issues which
have been held over without any progress having been made
are such as to require that we overcome considerable
difficulties, though these matters deserve priority and they
are problems which require judicious compromise and the
reconciliation of divergent ideas and the passing of time,
although we must not act at variance with principles or in
violation of the rules of law to which we owe our respecL

" ,. ,--,~,;.... , "" " -'''''~ . .. - ,,"".;..,... ,., ~ , ..."...... ,... ~.'., .. "
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188. In the coming days we sh?Ji be dealing with grave
matters of transcendent importance. My delegation fer
vently hopes that, notwithstandinf, any antagonism which
might arise in the course of debate, we may part united for
the welfare of this Organization and the peace and 3ecurity
of the wo:dd~

195. Towards the middle of our century, scarcely five
years after the Organization was founded in San Francisco,
an invisible divisive factor emerged which was sufficien.tly
powerful to impede progress towards the objectives of the
Charter. I am referring to the international tension which at
that time began to increase to such an extent that we ~an

now say that we are all men and peoples caught in its web.
So it was that we entered what has come to be called the
cold war, of which the Members of this world Organization

189~ Mr~ FERNANDEZ (Dominican Republic) (interpreta- have not been able to rid themselves. It IS neither difficult
tionIrom Spanish}: Mr. President, in the name of brother- to recognize this phenomenon I10r easy to control it, for it
hood, for which the Dominican Republic is striving, and on has so frequently come to hold sway and has even at times
behalf of the Government of my country, which is caused us to question the utility of our Organization, which
honoured to be one of the founding Members of the United is in fact a forum where all the nations of the world may
Naticns, allow me to express to you our congratulations on come together to resolve their difficulties. At l~ast, that is
your being elected to the presidency of the General what our Organization should be, but the truth is that we i (
Assemoly, which we trust you will direct with your wish to achieve perfection, when the human mind cannot • ;
well-known wisdom, which has earned you a reputation as a fully comprehend what perfection is. We wish to create a 1
statesman and as one who is respectful of the pThlciples of perfect society, whereas human perfection does not exist; f :1
our Organization, which prOVides protection for all men and, ~ecause it does not exist, we rebel and inevitably we :1
and peoples under the provisions of our Charter. We are yield to the tensions which now beset us. The end result is . ·1

Confident that, guided by your knowledge and by the really only those negative factors which we wisbed to avoid:!

.t,c••, ",""':>"'~'","F:?,"~e:: .''''''''f"' .::;s·,,::,·'c.":i"i ';C""":'., ''':''-;'''' "","''';';;' '''-'''',,".:.,-,0,'' '.~ ,",0,.,."".,.. ..,•.:: ,... , ,... "..:.~. . ::t~ 0..'1':'
__ ~, __~, ._.,.. ,~_.' _,"-" _••• _0 .~_,·v~•.•__,,·~~~

186. And we consider it inadmissible also because those
hypothetical freedoms, while unnecessary for the needs of
peaceful navigation, would violate the national sovereignty
of coastal States since they would seriously restrict those
States' inalienable right of security; and briefly, because
they would serve to promote the world.wide expansion of
nuclear power, both marine and aerial. Nobody can doubt
that they would increase tension and conflicts, thereby
jeopardizing the United Nations objectives of peace and
security_

187. Finally, from this important rostrum, I wish to make
an appeal in favour of those who havti suffered the
consequences of wa'" and natural disasters, and particularly
those who are the victims of a lack of understanding amol1g
nations and are forced to suffer the hardships and displace~

ment imposed by those circumstances.
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184. In the second place, States have an inalienable right
to security. Territorial waters have always constituted for
constal States not only a zone of economic protection but
also an area to guarantee their national security.

183. the need for us to provide an adequate guarantee for
the survival of the human race requires us, in the new law
of the sea, to include legal 1'Ules and suitable technical
prooedures to preV(Ult and eliminate pollution in all marine
zones. Those I'ules, in the last resort, can only be n direct
consequence of the fundamental r~ght of the human being
in respect to his enviromnent, as a corollary of his right to
Hfe.

iSS. Traditionally, the legal regime of territorial waters
has been built on the key notion of the "right of innocent
passageU

, which strikes a fnir balance between the general
needs of international navigation and the powers that arise
from the sovereignty of States in the marine area. That idea
sUU retains its full value today in view of the new security

. needs of S4-lltes, and it cannot be regarded as admissible
that, beoause of the openly admitted strategic needs of a

. few Powers, anyone should seek to :mpose on oastal States
certain alleged freedoms of navigation in, or flight OV3f,

straits fonning part of the territorial waters of one or more
Sbtes.
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204. If we couid add new achievements to our record, it is
likely that faith in the United Nations might increase, that
distrust among nations would disappear as well as inter
national tension, which is what has disrupted so far the
kind of co-operation which. must exist among nations if
there is to be solidarity and interdependence. And these are
the ideals which have ltot yet found practical expression in
spite of efforts to preserve peace in all quarters of the world
and to ensure that all peoples will have a right to the
common heritage of secmity, without which we might all
return to a period which existed before our present
civilization, perhaps even to a time of barbarity. Ifwe could
only make progress on these lines, that would surely go a
long way towards the settlement of many items on our
agenda. '

205. Unquestionably, putting an end to the armaments
race and using those astronomical sums for social and
economic improvements in nations would be one of the
most effective ways of ensuring security.

206. The arms rl:l,ce anti military expendi.tures are also
dealt with in the report of the Secretary-General, and these
matters deserve the cmlsideration of Member States of this
Orgunization. We realize, however, that this is one of the
thorniest and most controversial problems. It concerns
most the major Powers, althoUgh the ,considerable sums
being expended everywhere in the world to· maintain
military forces and modern weapons constitute one of the
greatest obstacles to economic and social progress, which is
so sorely needed because of the changes to which I have
referred. But these needs have been ignored so frequently
whenever we have reached a standstill· on the question of
disarmament or considered an end to the arms rac~, or even
a truce in atomic tests and many other related matters
which we can scarcely overlook.

207. The Latin American countries, through their respec~

tive heads of State, set forth their positions in Punta del
Este in April 1967 with regard to the need to reduce these
military budgets, for the same reasons. And the same kind..
of recommendations wef\~ put forward with fmn conViction
and determination at the General Assembly of the Organi
zation of American States in San Jose, Costa Rica, from 14
to 24 April of this year.

208. On this subject we cannot fail to endorse the words
of a latin American statesman in San Francisco during the
tenth .anniversary of the signing of the United Nations
Charter, when he said:

"We have faith and confidence in the United Nations
because we hope that its labours will give the world a

201. But nothing can be achieved in this direction if we in
this Organization stand in the way of change, which is so
urgently needed. At times it would even appear that the
requirements of change are at variance with efforts being
made in this world forum, and tItis has given rise to the
terrible paradox that whereas. on the one hand we wish to
maintain confidence in our t,~solutions and recommenda
tions, on the other hand we are reluctant to bow to our
Organization's dictates or to follow the guiaelines laid
down for emerging from the period of stagnation which, it
seems, we have been in for many years.

199. The States Members of this Organization which came
into existence as a result of the complex event of victory
wer~ confident that it would be able to resolve all the
problems of the family of nations, all the crises, all the
demands, all the quarrels. However, this shift in rlesponsi~

bllity has given rise to disillusionment, whereas in reality
only an insignificant period of time has elapsed. We have
entered a p,eriod of crisis in law, which is constantly being
forged so as to keep pace with events which occur at the
same speed that classical ideas which we clung to for many
centuries have evolved.

202. I would venture to hope that, as a result of this
session of the General Assembly, our Organization will
emerge strengthened. It is to be hoped that it will fmd, and
perhaps also take, the necessary steps to eliminate those
obstacles which stand in the way of the smooth functioning

200. New ways out of this crisis must be found and new
changes in law and international politics must be made, so
that the United Nations may be given the necessary
instruments, after 26 years of existence, to discharge more
effectively -its mandate to maintain peace and preserve
mankind from the scourge of war.

by creating our Orgamzation and by fulfilling the commit- of our Organization and its dependent bodies, and we must
ments which we entered into when we became Members of take a more pragmatic and universal approach to events
our Organization. This is the agony of our time. which give rise to disputes, lack of confidence, suspicion

and, to put it quite bluntly, conflicts.

203. It is for this reason that we wi,>hed, fust of all, to
refer to the idea of a system of international security, for
which the Government of the Dominican ReF!.:bHc, ~! the
twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, expressed
support. It is also for this reason that we gave favourable
consideration to the report of the Secretary-General on the
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security
[A/8431 andAddl-5j,

197. With the unbridled development of technology,
whose visage may yet appear hideous, man has conquerecl
space, and he has also simply been able to survive, to
progress and change things but he has at the same time
created voids which, it seems, he may not be able to fill.

198. In the midst 0: the agony and confusion which
surrounds us we are tempted at ti.1lles to blame the world
for the ills of mankind. But we should not forget that
mankind is man; and man goe~. on, for without man, with
all his virtues and all his shortcomings, th~re can exist no
communities or peoples.

196. It is for this reason that on the limited horizons of
men and nations has arisen the spectre of war and of
revolutions which seem capable of creating a new world;
but we seem to have forgotten that we are living in the
"best of all possible worlds" and that the real crisis is that
we must resh3pe our world and bring it into line with the
needs of communities and other change~ which have
affer-ted most of the things in which we ~Iaced our trust
when we were as yet uninfluenced by the new forces and
pressures which have been the inevitable result of progress
and the advancement of civilization.
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224. !n line with our n.~quest to the Secretary-General,
which followed the hig11es~ channels, we are pleased that in
this Assembly there has emerged--the idea of international
co-operation in the peaceful use of outer space.

222. This matter has a relation, direct or indirect) to the
fonnal note we submitted to the Secretary·General when
celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of our Organiza
tion. In that document w~ recommended a stUdy of ways
~d means for depoliticizing outer space, which is another
way of setting aside special areas or reserves for peaceful
purposes.

223. We therefore cannot fail to welcome the inclusion of
item 33 on our agenda which corresponds to that resolu
tion.

221. We trust we are not in error inasmuch as one of the
items on our agenda concerns precisely international
co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space, which
produced General Assembly resolution 2733 (XX\!).

217. We $ce no reason, then, to allow any infringement of
the principle of universality in the United Nations; which is
the C01l1lTlUnity of conununities; more earthly than divine.

214. This is not only a discriminatory attitude; it offends
the very peoples we wish to support) but what is even more
unnccept;~ble Is that It seems to suggest titat somc Statcs
cun be both independent and 110t independent at one and
the same time.

218. Ml delegntion believes that it is quite realistic; then)
to maintain. our policy on apartheid.

219. We think that firm policy applies to other matters
also-for example, economic, social and tcchnological
discrimination; and any monoply on science, which is also a
way of holding up human progress. We would go still
further, though we may be accused of going too far and
advocating ideals that are impracticable, like many of the
structures of Plato's Republic.

220. But today;s world teaches us that ideals are made a
reality as a result of momentum provided by 1)rogress,
which cannot be stopped•. And we must realize that ideals
are the greatest good man is hei~ to. So it is that today we
may prOUdly say that man has set foot on the moon, and he
may indeed go still further if he pursues his intention to
conquer outer space-as one may readily anticipate from
recent events.

215. We are opposed to that kind of discrimillation. We do
not sUp'port it and it should not exist at a time when)
thanks to certain ideas which have emerged after many
centuries of preparation, the udvocates of many religions
who were previounly at loggerheads can now sit down
together at the sume table.

216. Oecumenicm congresses have shown that div·~rgent

views can live tog¢ther, that "isms" call be reconciled, and
that ultimately everyone's will favours the commonweal
and recognizes our historic destiny.
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better future llnd w.ill croate an atmosphere of security generally accepted principles, have now come to be known
nndtrnnquillity for the fruitful work llud the utilization disrespe~tfully us mini-StateS.
of scientific nchievcments, which w1ll pertuit spiritual and
physical well·boing, progress u.nd gencral welfare. Thnt
foith is utlshnknblo nnd my country will therefore do its
utU\ost~ ns it has done in the pust) to co-oporate in
completing the vast task still before llS.

211. Ever since the debate itl San Francisco that gave rise
to our Organizrttion my country has advocated the elimina
tion of discrimination, and we voted in favour of the
principles on this SUbject contained in the Charter.

212. That occurred more than a quarter-century ago, and
what was stated then, in our view, is not restrictive) but we
should now spell out what we meant at the time if we are
to create the same kind of awareness today as impelled
nations .at the time to subscribe to these human principles.
We shall tllUS be able to deal with new forms of
discrimination wIlich have crme abnut in th<l course of thl~

changing lives of men and peoples, and which we trust we
have reflected in this statement.

Wfho world is now divided into such divergent cmnps
tlmt the Unltcd Nations has very ofton not been ill n
position to npply its t\lll strength to tho completion of
the tttsk it had begun~ a task which would redound to the
benefit of mnnkind.

"Thnt being th~ situation, we must fucc the problem
sq\larely and speak frntlldy.'~9

"WorcnHzo thut not everything depends upon the
United Nntions nlona.

213. GQvernments are the concrete manifestation of the
State: and peoples are an essential element of nations) and
very frequently they must suffer from the consequences of
discrimination, which violate one's natural sense of justice
and are at odds with the principle of solidarrity, for without
a desire for justice and solidarity it is difficult to under
stand why nations would have been wrling to become
Members of this Organization and work together for
progress and peace. That is why we are bound here to speak
about a general pattern of discrimination among countries
great and small that are Members of the United Nations
between small countries that are Members of the Organiza
tion and others that are not yet members and between
small Member States and others that have only recently
taken on an independent jUridical existence after having
been dependent Territories and that have become indepen
tblt in~ccordancewith the processes and procedures laid
down by the Charter. A few from this latter category of
small States, which became independent in accordance with

9 See JJmtedNatimupublicatiou. SaIcsNo.: 1955.1.26, p. 156.

"

209. All this has specinlrelcvnllce to the problems on our
8gendn~ to which 1now wish to refer.

210. On more thlln 0110 occasion we have felt it appro
priate to refer to tho views of our Goverumo:at on the
policy of apartheid, especially during this Int~rdationn1

Vent for Action to Combat Racism and Raei@. Discrimina
tion.
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239. When we signed the Charter we were aware that in
spite of the fact that the United Nations had been created
by the victorious States, even well before the end of the last
world war, the major Powers were thinking in terms of the
need to concert their efforts before agreeing on a peace.
treaty or a system which would ban or at least remove the
causes and chances ofa newall-out war, which might p08ea
threat to present civilization.

,
•• _--_. '>-.-••• ,.. -

2?~, On this occasion we cannot fail to put forward a few
views 011 the existence of the Republic of China in the
world Organization. For more than two decades we have
given our support on this matter, which has become
especially controverSIal in the General Assembly in the past
three years. We are aware ofilie changes wpJch have
occurred in international politics rt~centIy.

240. The victorious Powers" as long ago as that, glimpsed
the possibility of establishing, with peoples opposing war
~llid cherishing peace-peoples who either witnessed or were
involved in the greatest catastrophe which the world had
ever seen, and by man's own doing-a systematic organiza
tion where as a result of the rule oflaw a remedy might be
found to the ills which led to the scourge ofwar.

237. These then are multilateral obligations which are
c.ontained in instruments, or regional or international
declarations.

234. Quite frequcl1tly; in both small and large States,
there have been viulaiions of Hv, right of free transit from
the homeland to another land where the people involved
believe that they will hav~ greater opportunities or a better
life for themselv~sand for their children.

236. In some of these situations ev~nts have shown that
there has been disregard for convenWms and international
rules which are based unquestionably on the rule oflaw and
human rights.

232. For this reason, we would be more pleased to see the
item concerning the vIolation nf human rights considered as
a matter that concerns us all, indivisibly. Accordingly, we
should like to see the studies ca/ried out on ?~:... subject of
massive violations considered in fe;n.

235. We have willingly, or almost willingly, remained
inactive in the face of actions that could be t~nned

improper in connexion with prisoners of war; and even
more inexplicably, in the face of the lack or near lack of
provision for the exchange of prisoners or for the praise
worthy activities of the International Red Cross.

233. We do not believe that these important questions
should concern only certain presumed violators, while not
even remotely concerning others. The facts of this matter
hcve sho "n that frequently the very ones who are at fault
are eager to point an accusing fmgci at their neighbour, and
even beyond thek neighbour.

231. Whenever we have had occasion to consider the
matter of human rigt,ts, we have been overtaken by the
thought that someone may take upon himself the privilege
of casting the first stone. Our hesitancy in the matter,
which seems to us reasonable when dealing with questions

230. We do not wish to take a hard and fast position when
considering practices that affect human development and
the protection of all rights that are or should be juridically
protected.

229. But this should not be taken to imply that at the
present time we occupy a negative position and that we do
not recognize that possibilitie3 exist for us; as we have
'3lways done, to co-operate in anything that may redound
to the benefit of the progress and welfare ofmankind.

227. It is our hope that all difficulties and obstacles
standing in the way of such grand and laudable objectives
will gradually give way and disappear, and that we shall
succeed in getting off to a fresh start in a task which cannot
be achieved in a single effort but may require several
further attempts, as we know from experience.

228. Those nations that have achieved incredible levels of
tp.chnology, the Powers that have been able to say that they
have the earth's satellite with.tn their reach, thought only of
reaching the nearest stage, but none was so pointlessly bold
as to try to go beyond that. This is precisely what we
should do in so exciting a task as the reservation for
exclusively peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and ocean
floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction.

226. My delegation supports the idea of using, with
discrimination against no one, the resources of the sea-bed
al\d the ocean floor without infringing on the jUrisdictional
limhr

) of States, for the benefit of mankind in the future,
although we do believe that, until certain matter') that
might be termed preliminary questkms are resolved,. and
until genuinely exhaustive studies are carried· out on the
proposed planning, and until a positive aWaleness has been
created among all States Members of the United Nations as
regards the importance of bringing all parties into the
agreemenf, whether Members of the United Nations or not,
it will not be possible to reach agreement; and without
goodwill, the instruments necessary for those objectives
would remain without the necessary ratifications, as has
occurred in the case of so many other conventions the
ratification of which has for so many years been urged by
the S~cretary-General.
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II 225. My delegation supports item 31 of the agenda. The in the Assembly that affect States Members of our
F' Dominican Republic is a party to the Treaty for the Organization or other States, stems from our conviction
d Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (the that certain kinds of violations are a common sin com-
[1 Treaty of Tlatelolco). We sincer01y believe that it is possi1>le mitted by a great number of nations in vadous geographical
II to denuclearize the area constituted by the countries of areas of the world, and not in one area only.
I ~ Latin America. We have no reason to assume that an
~ instrument ca1Un~ for ~e crea?o.n of a nuclear-free zone to
f,l ensure that mankind wtll not dtsappear from the face of the
rI earth carl produce any undesirable effects, for such a zone

f would come to be a kind of enormous sanctuary against
1 . .

; what is mankind's most frightening invention; frightening
~;(\ ~ unless used for peaceful purposes, unless used to safeguard
tI( v and not to destroy th~ human race.
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256. The United Nations Conference for Trade and
Development is also a matter of keen interest to our
country and this is only natural for this is reqUired if we are
to do away with under-development, a matter which we
have so frequently discussed.

258. Despite our hopes, we have been disappointed to see
that a number of international agreements essential for the
settlement of the serious problem of under-development
have been obstructed because of the reluctance of some and
because of other negative factors which have emerged in
recent international meetings over the past few years.

254. We have always believed that direct negotiations can
point the way to goals which at times have seemed
unattainable. This method is probably as old as man
himself, and it can be effective whenever there has been a
willingness to use instruments which reflect the mandates
which have been given to the General Assembly and the
Security Council.

255. As Members of the Organization, we have given our
moral support to Security Council resolutioln 242 (1967)
and to the Jarring mission. We believe thtlt the door to a
settlement satisfactory to all parties is still open. But we
believe that in all conflicts or disputes peaceful action is
always possible if the unassailable truth that negotiating
means persuading, dissuading and compromising is'recog
nized. Similarly, mutual sacrifices are necessary.

253. We have briefly considered the question of the
necessary reconciliation of all peoples and the need to give
momentum to the means at the disposal of our Organiza
tion to remove anomalous situations which stand in the
way of hannony in the world.

252. Another matter which we cannot fail to refer to is
the situation in the Middle East.

2S 1. We are quite confident that at all times we have
discharged the mandate which was conferred on us when
we solemnly declared here that not only the Government
which is represented here but also all the people of our
nation reject net only nazism and other totalitarian
ideologies and practices, but all fonns of totalitarianism,
open or covert. Our country will vote in all circumstances
in keeping with these convictions. We also believe that we
are in this way acting strictly in accordance with one of the
most important principles of the Constitution, of our
Republic.

257. We can say confidently that in recent years we have
done a good deal to get out of this impasse, for at the
present time a great number of productive forces have been

_. brought together at home and abroad for the common
good. This is a contribution made by one and all and not by
just a few, and all parties involved have been active. We
must all pursue our efforts nationally in trade and
development as advocated to some extent by the United
Nations Conference for Trade and Development.

248. We should also like to comment now on the subject
of action to be taken against nazism and other totalitarian
ideolo5ies and pr~ctices.

245. We are saying this 011 behalf of a Member State
whose pages of political history reflect the wounds md
scars that were caused by failure to respect I ,n,1n
principles proclaimed in San Francisco and generally l:::f:leld
to this day.

247. With th~se comments by way oran introduction, we
are now prepared to turn to tl"- mbjeet we have mentioned.
We hold the view that the l<.epublic of China should
continue as a Member ofthis Organization. But in order for
that to be so, the Dominican Republic at this cross-roads is
prepared to compromise when necessary.

249. OUf country is one which had a dictatorship f:lr more
than 30 years. Our people back in the nineteenth century
were considered to be one of the most bellicose in the
world. We were a courageous and vigorous people who
achieved independence with frequent displays of heroism
thanks to th~ sole efforts of its sons. We have been able to
survive as a free and sovereign State in spite of the many
trials which we have been subjected to.

246. We know from our own experience just how great
the price of peace can be, We are also aware of our great
duty to support international solidarity and other values
which are equally deserving of respect by all States. It'is the
duty of all of us to review our positions and to open the
door to conciliation and the uncertainties of the future so
that we may, with or without scepticism but at least
courageously, abandon·old traditional patterns to which we
have become committed.

243. There has emerged in our Organization the concept
of universality; the right of partic!pation in our Organiza
tion by all peoples attached to peace-a just peace-and not
to war banned by law, has come to be recognized. Our
Organization has a tremendous responsibility to ensure the
smooth functioning of the international community at aU
t:anes. 'f.tillt is why we have always questioned the admis
sion ofany Member or the r~hab.ilitation of a Member when
it has noi. met the essential requirements ofmembership of
this Organization. That is the basic provision of Article 4,
paragraph 1, of the Charter.

244. Jnthe. circumstances we have always come out in
favour of certain principles and accordingly we have never
failed '~O repudiate all forms of aggression, as required also
by the Charter, which it is our duty to support.

242. There was discrintination, to be sure, against the
conquered at that time. But with the passage of time the
dark clouds which then existed have since disappeared.
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241. In view of these undeniable realities there was an
awareness of collective needs'which led to the creation of
our Organization, open to all and within a spirit of justice.
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250. Only six years have passed since one of the most
tert-ble revolutions en,led, which disrupted the entire social
and legal structure of the Dominican Republic.

259. We optimistically hope that this standstill will be
done away with as a result of the momentum provided by
the United Nations. i

.l:.
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The meeting rose at 6.35 p.m.
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its contribution to international justice and peace with
the Magna Carta and the Constitution of the United
States in their contribution to political liberty and
representative government,"! 0

10 Documents of the United Nations Conference on International
Organization, P/19 (vol. I, p. 660).

I949th meeting - 1 October 1971

~... "

"The United Nations Conference' on International
Organization has concluded its vitally important mission
of writing a Charter, This instrument will, I believe, prove
itself to be an epoch-making document and will rank in

Litho in United Nations, New York

260, May I be a1lovi~d to conclude my statement by
saying that I hope that this General Asseffibly session will

.~ive up to our expectations. At the same time I would
invoke the words of the chairman of the delegation of
China at the conclusion of the San Franci&co Conference:
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