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tions High Commissioner for Refugees

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/6477)

AGENDA ITEM 76

Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of
subsidiary bodies of the General Assembly (con
tinued)*: -

(b) Committee on Contributions;
(e) United Nations Staff Pens ion Committee

HEPORTS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/6471,
A/6472)

1. The PHESIDENT: The fi::.'st two questions on the
agenda of this meeting are agenda items 72 and 76 (b)
and (e). I invite the Rapporteur , Mr. David Silveira da
Motu- of Brazil, to present the reports of the Fifth
Committee on these items.

Mr. Silveira da Mota (Brazil), Rapporteur of the
Fifth Committee, presented the reports of that Com
mittee and then spoke as follows:

2. Mr. SII.VEIHA D1\ MOTA (Brazil), Rapporteur
of the Fifth Committee: In its report on the financial
reports and accounts for the ftnanctal year ended
31 December 1965 and reports of the Board of
Auditors [A/6477], the Fifth Committee has recom
mended the adoption by the Assembly of four draft
resolutions: draft resolution A relates to the financial
reports and accounts of the United Nations for the
financial year 1965 and related reports of the Board
of Auditors; draft resolution B deals with the financial
report and accounts of the United Nations Children's
Fund for the financial year 1965; draft resolution C
relates to th.- accounts for the financial year 1965 of
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East; and draft reso
lution D concerns the accounts of the voluntary funds
administered by the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees for the financial year 1965. The Fifth
Committee trusts that these draft resoludons will
meet with the General Assembly's approval.

3. The next report [A/6471J deals with a vacancy
in the membership of the Committee on Contributtons
and, in this connexion, the Fifth Committee has
recommended a draft resolution to the Assembly
concerning the appointment to membership in the
Committee on Contributions of Mr. John 1.M. Rhodes
for a period ending on 31 December 1968.

*Resumed from the 1424th meeting.
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11. A number of delegations regretted the luck of
that spir-it of co-operation which should be displayed
in regard to matters of universal tntervst, particularly
matters relaung to hum-in rights, The defence of
human rights is not the privi lege of a few, but of
every one, and every country r epresenteu hen' has
both n sacred duty to improve what cun be improved,
and also the right to co-operute in the common C:HISl'

and in promoting the welfare of all. Human rights
are violated daily in many parts or the world, in
difte rent ways and by different means.

12. In contrast, when item 57 ("Elimination of all
Iorms of r-acial dtscrtrutnuttou") was being considered
in the light of the discusston on the preceding item,
the ha rrnony and spirit of r-o-ope rut on displayed by
the different groups in their efforts to arrive at a
text which would reflect the aspt rntions of all dele
guttons even to the extent of making concessions in
order to reconcile the differ-ent points of view wen'
ext rao rdtnary. The report on this item is contained
in document A/6484.

13. This item deals with the measures taken by
States to eliminate discriminatory practtces in pur
suance of the Declaration on the Elimination of all
Forrns of Racial Drsc rtrulnation, which was adopted
in 1963 [resolution 1905 (XVIII)]. The annual report
of the Secretary-General IA/(1301] has described the
serious efforts being made by certain Governments
in .\~, field of education and in adapting their national
legislation to comply with the provisions of the Inter
national Convention on the Elimination of all Forms
of H~lcial Discrimination so that they will be able to
ratify this instrument. The draft resolution recorn
mended by the Third Committee for adoption by the
General Assembly appears in the report [A/6484,
para. 19].

14. The report of the Third Committee on item 58
("ManifeRtations of racial prejudice and national and
religious intolerance") is contained in document
A/6467.

10. The discussion. on the item entitled tI(~uestion of
the violation of human rights and fundamental fre('
dorns, including poltcies of ractnl dlscrtmtuatton and
segregattou and of apartheid, in all countr-ies, with
pu rttculnr reference to colonial ami other dependent
countr-ies and territories", was not altogether fret' of
emotion. Then' was Insuffic ieut understanding among
delegutions with respect to the conclustons and content
of the draft resolutions, both in the Infot-mul consultu
tions and in the Committee it se lf', Nor was there any
agreement on the approach to the subject,

HEPOHT OF THE THIHD COMMITTEE (Aili.1R3)

Mrs, Ponce de ],.ef.n (Coloml)iaJ. Rapporteur of the
Third Committee, presented the reports of tbet Com
mittee and then spoke as follows:

9. Mrs. PONCE DE I EON (Colomlna}, Rappor-teur
of the Third Committee (t runsluted from Spanish):
First of all, I should like to point out that tilt' three
items on which we are suhnuttmg reports to the
Gener-al Assemhty deal with questions relating to
r aciul matters, For this reason, apart from the Iact
that they HI'(' mutually complementary 1Il themselves,
the debates on each of them were ..1180 inter-related.

Genoral Assembly - Twenty-first Session - Plenary Meetings<_..~,~"--,,~,--~---2

AGENDA ITEM 58

AGENDA ITEM 57

Manifestations of roclc! prejudice and national and
religious intolerance

REPOHT OF THE THIHD COMlVUTTEE (A/64f;7)

AGENDA ITEM 95

Question of the violation of human rights and funda
mental freedoms, including policies of racial dis
crimination and segregation and of apartheid, in all
countries, with particular reference to colonial cr.d
other dependent countries and territories

Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination:
(a) Measures to implement the United Nations Decla

ration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination;

(b) Status of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination:
report of the Secretary-General

HEPORT OF THE THIHD COMMITTEE (A/6484)

4. With retcrence to vacauctes in the United Nuttons
Staff Pension Committee the Fifth Committee has
recommended [A/6472] a draft resolution which would
appoint Mr. John 1. M. Rhodes and Mr. Wilbur H. Ziehl
to member-ship of the United Nations Staff Pension
Committee for :4 per-iod ending on 31 December 1967.

5. In each cast;' the date of uppotntrnent will be the
date f~f the General Assembly action on draft rt'SO
luttons submitted by the Fifth Committee.

Pursuant to role 68 of tile rules ofprocedure, it was
decided not to discuss the reports of the Fifth Com
mittee.

6. The PHESIDENT: The Assembly will deul ft vst
with agenda item 72. Since no member of the .vasemuly
'0 tshes to explain his vote prior to the vote, we shull
now vote on the four druft resolutions recommended
by the Fifth Committee [.\/6477, para. 12].

Draft resolutions A, B, C and D were adopted
unenimously,

7. The PHESIDENT: \Ve shall now deal with agenda
item 76 (~) and (~), The recommendation of the Fifth
Committee concerning the vacancy in the membership
of the Committee on Contributions is to be found in
the report lA/6·H1, para, 5]. If there is no objection,
I shall take it that the Assembly adopts the draft
resolution contained in that paragraph.

The draft resolution was adopted without objection.

8. The PRESIDENT: The next report under this item
concerns vacancies in the membership of the United
Nations Staff Pension Committee [A/6472]. Unless I
hear any objection, I shall take it that the Assembly
adopts the draft resolution recommended by the Fifth
Committee [.\/6472, para. 4].

The draft resolution was adopted without objection.
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15. In the course of H brtef exchange of views, the
Committee came to the conclusion tha; it would not be
necessary to continue discussing the item at future
sessions of he General Assembly or to request further
reports under resolutions 1779 (XVII) and 2019 (XX),
since United Nations efforts in this area were of a per
manent nature and the Oeneral Assembly would continue
to receive relevant information on the matter. The
draft resolutton unanimously adopted by the Third
Committee and recommended for adoption by the
General Assembly appears in the report [A/6467,

16. The report of the Third Committee on item 95
("(~uestion of the violation of human rights and funda
mental Ireedoms, including policies of racial discrimi
nation and segregation and of apartheid, in all coun
tries, with pnrttcular reference to colonial and other
dependent countr-ies and territories") appears in
document A/6483.

17. During the debate on this item, which the Third
Committee considered for the first t; me at the present
session, there was a general condemnation of violations
of human rights and fundamental Ireedoms in all
countries, but espectully and primarily of the policy
of racial segregation and discrimination in Southern
Rhodesia, in the terrttortes under Portuguese ad
ministration and other dependent territories, and of
the South African Government's policy of apartheid
which, according to some speakers, is being extended
by that Government to the dependent Territory of
South West Africa. It was pointed out that even though
an overwhelming majority of the peoples of the world
has condemned these practices and demanded their
total abolition, and even though the United Natrons
through a number of its competent bodies has re
peatedly condemned these policies as contrary to the
prtnciples of the Charter, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
and notwithstanding the fact that the General Assembly
and the Security Council have, in a number of reso
lutions, proposed measures to put an end to these
practices, viclations of human rights and racial
segregation and discrimination continue to exist in
many countries and dependent countries.

18. It was said that the situation in South Africa,
Southern Rhodesta and the ten ;.~ des under Por
tuguese administration, far froru HT'r"'oving, was still
detertoranng. Some speakers oonstdered that the
situation was a threat to international peace and
security and that new and forceful measures should
be taken to put an end to the situation, not only out
of concern for human rights, but also to uphold the
dignity and the authority of the United Nations.

19. Some representatives vigorously condemned the
Government of the Republic of South Africa for having
ignored the United Nations continued appeals for the
cessation of these practices, and for having systemati
cally flouted the resolutions of the General Assembly
and the security Council.

20. They also stated that the attitude of certain great
Powers which, regardless of the resolutions adopted
by the General Assembly and the Security Council,
were still trading with South Africa, the n:egal
government of Southern Rhodesia and Portugal, was
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not only not helping to eliminate these pracuces, but
was actually promoting them. The decisions of the
United Nationa would be doomed to failure as long as
those Powers supported by their actions what they
professed in their statements to condemn.

21. Sever-al speakers emphasized the need for Mem
ber States to comply strictly with the relevant General
Assembly and Security Council resolutions.

22. Draft resolutions A and B adopted by the Third
Committee and recommended for adoption by the
General Assembly appear in paragraph 59 of the report
[:\/6483] .

23. The report of the Fifth Committee on the financial
implications of draft resolution A, paragraph 13, is
contained in document A/6485.

24. The PRESIDENT: Since no representative has
asked to speak in explanation of vote, I shall now put
to the vote the draft resolution relating to item 57 of
the agenda [A/6484, para. 19].

The dra.R resolution was adopted by 94 votes to 1.

25. The PRESIDENT: That concludes our considera
tion of agenda item 57. The Assembly will now con
sider item 58 and vote on the draft resolution recom
mended by the Third Committee [A/6467, para. 9J.
Since this draft was adopted unanimously in the Third
Committee, may I take it that the General Assembly
also adopts it unanimously?

The draft resolution was adopted unanimously.

26. The PRESIDENT: That concludes our considera
tion of agenda item 58. Weturn nowto item 95. Before
proceeding to the vote on the draft resolutions recom
mended by the Third Committee [A/6483, para. 59],
I give the floor to the representative of Guinea who
wishes to speak in explanation of vote.

27. Mrs. SOUMAH (Guinea) (translatedfrom French):
At this stage of our work, my .. legation does not
wish to delay the decision which .. ,~ are about to take.
It is hardly necessary for me to ex.: 1 ain my delegation's
vote, since Guinea is o.ie of the sponsors of the draft
resolutions whichthe Third Committee is submitttng
to the General Assembly. My delegation hr.s III ready
had an opportunity to state its position on this subject
in the Third Committee. In the draft resolu.Ions of
the Third Committee, the Special Committee is en
trusted with a number of tasks.

28. On behalf of the Special Committee, I shsuld like
to take this opportunity to assure the Assembly that
it will do its best to carry out its new responsibilities.
I should like to refer in parttoular to one paragraph of
draft resolution A which requests the Secretary
General to establish a unit within the Secretariat to deal
exclusively with the policies of apartheid, Some dele
gations have not concealed their apprehension that
this may impair the independence of the Secretariat
and the authority of the Secretary-General. I should
like to reassure members of f'le Assembly that their
fears are quite unjustified. The Special Committee
has thoroughly examined this question, and has as a
result decided to put forward some specific proposals.
It considers that the creation of this unit will show
that the United Nations is determined to eliminate
apartheid. The head of the Ouinean delegation has, on
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behalf of the Special Committee, discussed this ques
tion with the Seoretary-General and, as usual, they
have reached complete agreement. We are particularly
pleased that the establishment of this unit will not
involve any expenditure or serious administrative
difficulties. The Special Committee has always sought
the Secretary-General's advice on the apartheid
problem. It will therefore continue to consult him,
and to respect his views.

29. The PRESIDENT: The Third Committee recom
mends the adoption of two draft resolutions [A/6483,
para. 59]. I would like to draw the attention of the

Litho 1n V.N.

Assembly to the report of the Fifth Committee on the
financial implications of draft resolution A [A/6485].
We shall now proceed to the vote.

Draft resolution A was adopted by 85 votes to 2,
with 17 abstentions.

Draft resolution B was adopted by 83 votes to 1,
with 20 abstentions.

30. The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly has
now concluded its consideration of agenda item 95.

The meeting rose at 3.40 p.m,
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