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613th meeting Wednesday, 23 January 197k,
at 10.50 a.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

The discussion covered in the summary record began at 11.55 a.m.

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING A NEW INSTRUMENT OR INSTRUMENTS OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (agenda item L)
(E/CN.6/552, E/CN.6/573, E/CN.6/5TL)

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) introduced, in her capacity as Rapporteur, the

report of the Working Group established by the Commission in resolution 5 (XXIV)
(E/CN.6/5T4). The Working Group had studied the views of Governments submitted in
compliance with that resolution and had formulated a draft document based on the
Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. It had been
assisted in its task by a joint draft of general provisions submitted by the
representatives of the Philippines and tﬁe USSR. Alternative texts to the jcint

draft appeared in brackets in the report.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungery) recalled that her delegation had proposed an
additional article for the final clauses aimed at regulating the relationship of
the proposed new conveﬁtion to existing conventions. Since the Working Group had
been unable to consider that proposal, she wished to introduce it in the plenary,
since her delegation believed that it was important to ensure that the draft ;. .
convention did not conflict with'ekisting conventions. The text of thedadditional
article, which would become article 17 (b), read: "Nothing in this Convention or
resulting from its application shall affect the prov151ons of existing Conventlons
which have been adopted by the United Nations or its specla11zed agenc1es ,

concerning the status of women."

N

WM’ - .

Mrs. OBA (Japan) sald that her delegatlon had some dlfflcultles w1th a
number of articles in the draft Conventlon., Her delegatlon needed more tlme to‘u“
study the draft and its relationship to other conventlons before 1t could approveile
‘the text on behalf of the Japanese Government. B B

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) felt that the Commission should have a general

discussion on the need for a conventlon and the procedures to be adopted before o

it embarked upon a detailed consideration of the various draft artlcles.
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The CHAIRMAN said that the Commission's deliberations need not be
limited -to the report of the Working Group but could cover all aspects of the

item under consideration.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) said that her Government supported
whole-heartedly the idea of drafting a single legally binding convention to

make discrimination against women illegal in ratifying States. Since the
adoption of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination-against Women,
there had been a quickening interest in the sitﬁétion of women and the obstacles
they faced in fulfilling their ambitions. Document F/CN.6/552 showed the
inadequacy of existing conventions to pro@ide in a legélly bindingkfbrm the
sort of protection envisaged in the Declaration.- Attémpts to draft a number
of conventions dealing with particular problems would be time;consuming and
~controversial., ‘Even if consensus could be reached, it might take years to
reach agreement on the detéils of the individual conventions and there might
still be gdpé. It would therefore be more efflclent, sensible and acceptable
to seek a comprehensive convention.
| A single convention must not be too general and m11d to prov1de standards.
It was equally importent that it should be ratified by & maximum number of -
countries in the foreseeable future. Although the two objectives were not
ebsolutely reconcilable, the task of steering a middle cdursé‘should not be
bﬁyond the Commission. - |

Subject to certain important but comparatively minor modifications, the
Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women satisfied her
delegatlon s crluerla for an acceptable convention. The temptétion to add more
deta;led clauses to the Declaration should be resisted, in order to avoid ralslng
difficulties for countries which wished to apply the general provisions in
different ways. In some countries women's rights were seen 8s special
privileges, vhile in others emphasis was placed on the right of women to
compete With men without legislative limitations' on their promotion and.
prdspécts. Any substantial departure from the Declaration would put her

delegatlon s general wish for & convention at risk.
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(Mrs. Cockecroft, United Kingdom)

The results of the Working Group's deliberations had been disappointing.
As the report showed, consensus had been reached on only a few non-controversial
articles. Problems had arisen when efforts had been made to spell out in detail
such issues as social and economic rights and questions of private and family law.
The Working Group had thus shown the fruitlessness of trying to draft a general
convention on the basis of particular interests and needs. She suggested that
the text of the Declaration, with aﬁendments agreed on by consensus, should be
submitted to Governments for comment . ‘Efforts could then be made to produce

an agreed text at the Commission's next session.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said her delegation
was extremely satisfied with the work done by the Working Group despite the
limited time it had had at its disposal. The draft Convention before the
Commission was based on a working document that had been submitted by her
delegation and that of the Philippines. If adopted, it would undoubtedly be a
historic landmark. It called for the elimination of discrimination against women
and showed concern for women in their various soc1a1 roles., It naturally went .
further than the ILO Conventions; since their adoption, women had grown in status
and hed acquired greater rights. '

Some of the provisions of the draft Convention might not be acceptable to
ell countries in the light of exlstlng leglslatlon, while certaln prov151ons mlghtfa
even conflict with internal legislation. But the ‘convention should be seen as &
chellenge, for the time would come when 1nternal legislation must change: Such~;
changes were frequently to the advantage of women. ' B ,  e "

Acceptance of the alternative texts which appeared in brackets would.weaken
the convention considerably, so that it would not even equal the standards set ‘
by ILO Conventions. _ ~ o TR ;

Part of the alternative text not adopted by the Wbrklng Group was a proposaL»éiff
to set up a commlttee to monltor the appllcatlon of the conventlon.',Such a |

committee would have financial 1mp11cat10ns that were quite unacceptable to her

delegatlon. Nbreover, it would be set up out81de the Comm1351on, whlch would =
then have nothing to do w1th the appllcatlon of the conventlon.; The Comm1531on

1
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(Mrs . Nikolaeva, USSR)

would then be divorced'from practical issues and would be unable to build up the
body of experience it required. She warned the Commission that a committee of
the type envisaged could also be used as a lever to abolish the Commission iteelf.
In reply to the comments made by the representative of the United Kingdom,
she said that it would hardly be possible to deprive women of the special
privileges and benefits to which they were entitled under ILO and UNESCO
Conventions. It was the duty'of'States~to protect mothers and to ensure the
physicel and moral health of future generations. Wbmen.iq many countries had won
the. right to such privileges and benefits, which could not be discontinued
arbitrarily. Her delegation supported a convention that would be a move forward
and would improve the status of women; it would oppose any convention that
represented a step backwards. The alternative text proposed for the preamble, for
example, made no reference to the impact of the scientific and technical revolution;
it did not even mention the Declaration on the Elimination 6f Discrimination against
Women . ’ ; |
She wished to know why the Secretariat had included the phrase in square
brackets in article 2 (a) of the draft Convention, despite a decision by the
_Wbrking Group that the words were inappropriate and should be deleted. It should
not be necessary for delegations to have to check the texts of documents word by
word when they vere issued. She also wished to know why the alternative text
appearlng on pages 18 and 19 of the report had been 1nserted between articles that

had been accepted.

Mrs . HUTAR (United States of Amerlca) agreed with the Norweglan
~representative that the Commission should have a general discussion before it
attempted to.consider each individualAarticle}, The status of the text submitted
'JOintly by the delegations of the>Philippines'ahd the USSR shouid~be clarified.
. Her delegation maintained that the alternative texts appearing in brackets had
the eame~validity es the draft articles in the Joint text, which should not be
‘ regarded as final. "Mbreover, in the view of her delegation, due conéideration"‘
ihad been given to the Declaratlon in the preamble the alternat1ve text for

;-the preamble had been taken from the Declaration 1tse1f.

e
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Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs) apologized for the errors in document E/CN.6/5T4. The report had been
prepared in great haste, and she assured the Soviet representative that every

effort would be made to avoid mistakes in the final version.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that as Rapporteur of the Working Group she

shared the responsibility for the errors in the report. However, it had been a

difficult task to combine the various proposals and to incorporate them into the
report. She pointed out that the square brackets should have been removed
altogether from draft article 11 (e) and (g).

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdorm; said that she would like to meke a
slight amplification of the statement by the United States representative. The
Working Group had had in its possession & text of a draft éonvention submitted by
the Philippines. At the first meeting of the Working Group, the representative
of the USSR had announced that her delegation had also prepared a draft convention.
It had been agreed that the delegations of thevPhilippines and the USSR should try:

. to formulate a joint text. However, those delegations had not been able to reach

complete agreement on all the articles and, in consequence, there had been some
alternative texts from the very beginning. The Working Group had. therefore
accepted the premise of aslternatives, and her delegation wished to stress that all
alternatives had equal status and equal value. They should be regarded not ask \
amendments but as slternsatives. ‘ )

" The CHAIRMAN suggested thaﬁ in accordance with the procedure agreed at
a prevlous meetlng, she should invite the representative of the Internatlonal :
Confederation of Free Trade Uhlons to address the Comm1551on. ' ‘

It was so egreed.

~ Miss von ROEMER (Internetional Confederation ef Free Trade Uhibns)

T

recalled that representatlves of ICFTU had on prev1ous occa31ons expressed serlous
reservations with regard to the adv1sab111ty of transfbrmlng the Declarat1on on.
the Ellmlnatlon of Dnscrlmlnatlon against Women 1nto a comprehen51ve conventlon.,>~

In that connexlon, she would like to assoclate herself w1th remarks made by the

’ representatlve of the ILO at the prev1ous ses31on as well as in the Worklng Group.
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(Miss von #oemer, ICFTU)

ICFTU was concerned about the possible implications of the proposed new convention
in the.area of women's rights, which was already covered by a series of detailed
ILO instruments. Duplication and conflict would seem difficult to avoid. Moreover,
as her organization and the representative of the ILO had previously pointed out,
ILO standards were not immutable; they were subject to revision and adjustment to
changing circumstances. Due to the tripartite structure of the ILO, workers' ‘
representatives were able to participate on an equal footirg with representatives
of Governments as well as of employers in any such process«of revision.

Her organization therefore strongly supported the proposel by the Hungarian
delegation to insert a paragraph stating that nothing in the Convention should
affect existing Conventions adopted by the United Nations or its specialized
agencies concerning the status of women. The inclusion of such an'escape clause
was of utmost importance. However, her delegation viewed with uneasiness some of
the proposals in the report. ‘

She had listened with great interest to the deliberations.of the Working
Group and felt that the difficulty in striking the correct balance between
equality and protection had been clear to everyone. As the representative of the ILO
had indicated, there was a growing desire on the part of working people to see
protective measures, such as those concerning heavy and physically harmful work,
extended to men. While ICFTU was opposed to a hasty revision of the ILO Convention
on Night Work, it was currently engaged 1n a study of the social, medical, and
occupational aspects of night work, as they affected both men and women. Her
organization therefore félt some apprehension at the prospect of standards of
protection of women that were not related to their maternal function being
enshrined in a United Nations convention. There was a danger that progress would
be frozen and the evolution of standards more adapted to modern life arrested.

With regard to questions of pension and retirement, ICFTU advocated flexible
rules governing retirement age and an adequate income for botn men and women.
Provisions such as those in draft article 11 (g) for part-time work should
similarly apply to both men and‘women. |

Her organization held the view that, as far as possible, maternity protection

[en.
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(Miss von Roemer, ICFTU)

should be the responsibility of society. Unless the responsibility for the family
and home were shared equally by men and women, true equality in the labour market
could not be achieved, It therefore welcomed proposals for measures to assist
parents of either sex. ‘

In conclusion, as had already been mentioned, the ILO Goverm.ng Body had
decided to place the question of equal. treatment of women workers on the agenda of
the 1975 Internat:.ox;al Labour Conference, where all those questions would, of
course, be taken up. The basic pos:.t:.on of ICF‘I‘U with regard to the proposed
convention rema.:med that those issues falling within the.sphere of activities of the
ILO would best be left to that organization, where those:mest concerned, r;amely

the women workers, had & voice in decision-meking. °

* The lﬁeeting rose at 1 p.m.

(o)
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614th meeting Wednesday, 23 January 19Tk,
! at 3.25 p.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING A NEW INSTRUMENT OR INSTRUMINTS OF Y
INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (agenda item L)
(continued) (E/CN.6/552, E/CN.6/573, E/CN.6/5Thk)

Mrs. OBA (Japan) drew attention to the articles of the draft convention
on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women which concerned
wonen's rights with regard to opportunities for employment and vocational training.
Those articles were of interest not only to the Government of Japan but also to
Japanese workers and their employers, who should be given an opportunity to discuss
them at the national level and at ILO meetings at which all three would be
represented. She felt that it would be more appropriate for the problems of
working women to be discussed at ILO's conferences. While she did not object to
the proposed draft convention her delegation could nét take a position on it
because it covered a too wide range of subjects. To ratify such a text, Japan
would be obliged‘to adopt a number of laws touching upon questions within the
provinces of a number of ministries and it would take & long time for the latter
to reach a compromise. However important a convention, it would mean very little

if it was not ratifiéd.

Mrs. SEKELA KANINDA (Zaire) commended the Philippine and Soviet

1delegations for their helpful initiative in connexion with the preparation of a

new legal instrument concerning the elimination of discrimination against women.

The delegation of Zaire hopéd that the Commission would continue the general

debate on the question so that a text could be adopted which reflected the

opinions of all delegations. Such an instrument should be realistic so that it Y
could be more easily applied.

As to the establishment of & committee résponSible for supervising the
appiication of such a convention? it was not the intention of the delegation of
Zaire that the Commission on the Status of Women should cease to exist; at the
fifty-fourth session of the Economic and Social Council the delegation of Zaire
had been against that proposal. In suggesting to the Wbrking'Grpup that such a ,

body should be established, her delegation was aware of the fact that States parties
- would defray the expenses of members of the Committee for the period during which .
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(Mrs. Sekela Kaninda, Zaire)

they were discharging their functions. If members of the Commission considered
that such a proposal might delay ratification of the convention, her delegation
would accept their view.

Mrs . HUSSEIN (Egypt) agreed with the representative of Zaire with regard

to the establishment of a body responsible for supervising the application of the
Convention.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) expressed gratitude to the Working Group and to

the delegations which had taken the initiative in preparing a draft convention.
She was pleased that a document was available for reference and pointed out that
it was not unusual for the elaboration of an instrument to be carried out in
several stages. The Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination ageinst Women
had proved to be & valuable instrument but it was not binding - except, perhaps,
morally. It might be helpful, therefore, to have a binding instrument to which
States would adapt their legislation. Furthermore, the study of the existing
conventions (E/CN.6/552) showed that 2 number of questions had not been covered
by the legal rules already in force. Nevertheless,. a new instrument would also
contain provisiors embodied in other international documents, as had been the case
on other occasions.. |

Although it did not regard the adoption of & new international instrument as
sbsolutely essential, the Norwegian delegation would support the position of
delegations which considered it useful to have such a document as a means of
applying the ideas stated 1n the Declaration. ’

Many States would find it 1mposs1ble to accept a convention which was tco
detailed and that seemed to be the case with the draft convention before the
Commission. She pointed out that the Working Group had never voted on the draft
convention even though the proposals appeering in square brackets should be |
regarded as alternatives, not amendments, or as prov131ons reflectlng a mlnorlty
view. She pointed out that her own delegation supported those alternatives. -

During the previous meeting, the USSR representative had expiessed support
for the adoption of laws protecting working womeﬂ.‘ Whlle all members of the
Commission con31dered it essentiel to protect mothers many thought that’ protectlon B
of women as mothers or potential mothers would be the same as dlscrlmlnatlon ‘
against working women. She reserved the right to return to that questlon agaln
“and to the questlon of the optional protocol or other 1nstruments necessary to

follow up the application of such a conventlon.
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)

Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) recelled that several delegations had advocated
a general discussion 'by the Commission on the advisability of having\p convention

or several conventions on the elimination of all forms of racial diserimination.
The Finnish delegation favoured the preparation'of a single convention of.a
general type coverlng the whole field of the Declaration.

" The Working Group, which had met fbr five days before the Comm1331on, had done
admirable work but had not provided the Commission w;th & complete text adopted

. by consensus. ;Thefe never had been an ;nternational legal instrument prepared in

five days and he therefore proposed that the Commission should decide during the
meeting whether or not its aim was the. finalization of the text of a convention.
Should it decide that it was, it would have to.abide as closely as feasible to the
text of the Declaration. On the other hand, if the Commission decided to prepare

a convention which was more detailed than the Declaration it should abandon the
ides of completing its work during its current session and agree on & work programme
for the next two years. While it did mot oppose either 6f~thq two solutions, it

tended to favour the rapid preparation of a general‘convention..

The PRESIDENT suggested that, if there was no dbjectlon, the meeting
should be suspended. ‘
The meeting was suspended at 3.45 p.m. and resumed at h 15 p.m

Mrs. MARINKEVICH (Byeloruss1an Soviet Soc1a11st Republlc) -who favoured
a singlé comprehensive convention, thought that the adoption of such an instrument

would ensure the rapid elimination of all manifestations of inequality based on
distinctions relating to sex.

While she understood the United Kingdom delegation's misgivings regarding
the difficulty of preparing a universal.text, the Byelorussian'aelegation considered
that work should'ﬁegin end thet the draft convention prepared by the Working
Group should be taken as a first worklng basis.

Furthermore, the Byeloru331an delegatlon opposed the establlshment ‘of.e
commlttee-to superv1se the application of the new instrument. Such a dec1§10n

might undermine the prestige of the Commission on the Status of Women.

/oo
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Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that a consensus appeared to be emerging in
favour of the adoption of a draft convention on the elimination of discrimination
against women, which would thus come into force several years after the adoption
of the Declaration of 1967, as was the general practice. As the nature and tenor
of the new instrument were giving rise to divergences of view the Commission might
take a decision in that connexion by a vote.

The Hungarian delegation; which was a member of the Working Group, was
rerfectly aware of the difficulties which certain countries might have but thought
it advisable to point out that there were a variety of legal modalities which would
permit accession to such an instrument. The question under discussion was
extremely delicate so that the text of the Convention could contain certain
alternative provisions designed to meke it more acceptable for countries like those
of the third world which could still not subscribe to certain provisions although

they accepted them in principle.

The PRESIDENT said that it was her intention to request the Commission to

vote on the advisability of preparing one or several conventions on the question

of discriminastion against women.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominicen Republic) pointed out that at its second
meeting the Working Group, of which she had been Chairmen, had decided by cbnsensus

to recommend to the Commission the preparation of a draft single comprehensive
convention on the elimination of discrimination against women. Although that
decision had 1n fact already been taken, her delegation would have no objection
to the Comm1551on s voting on that question.

She reserved the right to speak later on various 1mportant aspects of the.

proposed instrument.

The CHAIRMAN said it would be quite appropriate for the Cormittee to vote
on the questlon, in viev of its importance.

s i

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway ), supported by Mrs. AYISO (Kenya), Mr. VALTASAARI
(Finlend) and Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria), pointed out that those delegatlons wh1ch had
not been members of the Working Group had not had an opportunlty to consult thelr

Governments on the question, and she therefbre opposed a vote at the present stage.
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Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that she too would be unable to vote because
her Government had not yet received the relevant docgments, in particular the
report of the Working Group (E/CN.6/5T:), and had therefore not given her

instructions.

The PRESIDENT felt that at the preeent stage the members of the Commission
could at least state their position on the principle of the elaboration of a draft

single convention on the elimination of discrimination against women, without
prejudice to recommendations concerning the preparation of one of several instruments
that might be made by the United Nations or by the specialized agencies as regarded
dlscrlmlnatlon in specific fields. )

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed surprise
at the objections made by various delegations on the advisability of veting et the
present time. The question of the preparation of a new draft international legal
instrument or instruments on the elimination of discrimination against women had
been raised at the twenty-fourth session, in which many'of the reﬁresentatives now
present, including the representative of Norway, had participated.

She asked the Chairman to put the Hungarian proposal to a vote.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norwsy), supported by Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia), pointed out

that few Governmments would be willing to submit their observations on the question

of a new international legal instrument or instruments on the elimination of
discrimination against women before they knew what the proposals of the Working
Group, responsible for considering the question and meking a recommendetion, were.
Before proceeding to a vote, Governments should be given time to transmit
instructions to their representatives. |

Mrs. EOKOR (Hungary) asked if the representative of the Soviet Union had
formally moved the closure of the debate.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republlcs) sa1d that she had.

The CHAIRMAN, at the request of the representative of Hungary, read out

rule 48 of the rules of procedure of the functional‘commissions of the Economic
‘and Social Council and asked if any representat1ves oprosed the proposal made by -

the representatlve of the Soviet Union.
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Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominicen Republic) pointed out that the members
of the Commission all~agreed that they should proceed to consider a new instrument.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) asked the Secretariat if the decision taken by the
Working Group concerning the preparation of a draft single comprehensive convention
.on the elimination of discrimination against women was binding on' the Commission.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director; Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) drew the Commission's attention to the fact that document
E/CN.6/573 had been prepared by the Secretary-General pursuant to
resolution 5 (XXIV) of the Commission to assist the Working Group of the Commission
in its consideration of the question. Sﬁe referred members of the Commission to
paragraphs 1, 115 and 116 of that document for more informstion and also to
paragraph 18 of the report of the Working Group to the Commission on the Status
of Women (E/CN.6/5Th), which stated that the Working Group had decided by consensus
46 recommend to the Commission the preparation of & draft single comprehensive
convention on the elimination of discrimination egainst women, without prel- dice
to recommendations' zoncerning the preparation of any future instrument (or

instruments) which might be elaborated.
A

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that she had not received a copy of the
working document (E/CN.6/574) until after the session had begun end that her
Government had not hed time to give her instructions on whether one or several

instruments should be prepared

The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the representative of Hungary to the
fact that the decision teken by the Wbrk1ng Group was in the nature of a

recommendation, that it was not binding’, and that the Commission was free to act
as it saw fit. In that connexion, she read out paragraph 18 of the report of the
Working Group (E/CN.6/5Th). .

i

‘ After a debate on the question of whether there existed a consensus in
the Commission that a draft single comprehensive convention should be drawn up,
Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Sov1et Socialist Republics) restated her ‘motion for the

closure of the debate.

The CHAIRMAN sgid that, under rule 48 of the rules of procedure, only

two speakers could speek against that proposal.

[oee
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) Mrs. MARINKEVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that she
' supported the closure of ‘debate.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) pointed out that there were
two proposals currently before the Commission, one relating to the advisability of

drawing up one or several conventions, the other for the closure of the debate.

Miss ST. CLAIRE (Secretary of the Commission) read out article 48 of the

rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council

relating to closure of the debate.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the Soviet motion for the closure of the

debate on the questlon of whether a s1ng1e comprehensive conventlon on the

elimination of d1scr1m1nat10n against women should be prepared.

The proposal was adopted by 13 votes to 6, with 10 abstentions.

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.

/ee.



«19- E/CN.6/SR.615

615th neeting ' Thursday, 24 January 1974,
at 11.50 a.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING A NEW iNSTRUMENT OR INSTRUMENTS OF

" INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (agenda item 4)

(continued) (E/CN.6/552, E/CN.6/573, E/CN.6/5Tk)

Mrs., STEVENSON (Liberia) asked for a clarification cbncerning the vote

taken at the previous meeting.

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the previous meeting the Commission had
voted on the Soviet motion for closure of the debate, adopting it by 13 votes to 6,
with 10 abstentions, and had postponed the vote on the proposal made by the
delegation of Hungary.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) proposed that the Hungarian proposel be put to
the vote. k

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the Hungarian proposal, which read:

"The Commission decides in principle that a single comprehensive draft
convention should be prepared, without prejudice to the preparation of any
future inétrumgnt or instruments which might be elaborated either by the
Uhited Nations or by the épecialized agehcies dealing with discrimination in

specific fields."

The draft decisioh'was adopted by 22 votes to none, with 4 abstentions.

Miss JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina) said that her delegation considered that .

various aspects of the question should be examined: the number of conventions which

would be adopted, the nature of the conventions, their content and thevprocédure of
adoption. Her delegation thought that a single legal instrument would be more
practical and at the séme time easier to promote, and had expressed that view S
throughout the debate. A vote on the issue would be approprlate, since the Wbrklng
Group hed not been competent to substitute its own decisions for the will of

soverelgn States, which had to decide, in the last instance, the condltlpns‘underi

which they would agrée to commit themselves in an international instrﬁment. In

addition to preferring a single convention, Argentina favoured a document-bf a
general nature which would constltute an effective mechanism for the achlevement of

the objectives proclalmed 1n the Unlted Natlons Charter and the Unlversal
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(Miss Jaureguiberry, Argentine.)

Declaration of Human Rights, as well as an up-dated ratification of the principles
contained in the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and
 in the other conventions adopted by various international bodies. Moreover, a
single text would produce the impact enjoyed by a convention which could be eesily
identified and recognized. Her'delegation's preference for a single instrument of
8 general nature should not, however, be interpreted as a rejection of any
agreements of a specific nature which might be reached and which would help to speed
up the process of improving the status of women. On balance, her delegation
supported the statement made by the United Kingdom representative to the effect that
- it was necessary to draw up an instrument "with teeth", which would not constitute
a merely theoretical enumeration of the rights soughtbby:womén. Moreover, in order
to ensure the effectiveness of the convention, account should be taken of the need
to elaborate a text which would reflect the interests of at least a substantial
mejority, if not all, of the Member States, so as to ensure an overwhelming
ratificetion which would serve to indicete the importance of the question from the
legal, political, economic and social points of view. She regretted to have to
recall the small number of ratifications obtained by the ILO and UNESCO conventions
on the same subject and considered that it wpuid be necéssary to carry out,
immediately after the adoption of the text before the Commission, an active
'campaign to persuade Governments to adopt a favourable attitude toward the
Convention.

" In the Argentine Republic, there was no discrimination égainst'woﬁen, and for
many yesrs most of the principles enumerated»in the Convention had been incorporated
in its positive laﬁ. Argentina's_attitude in the international field had also‘bgen
very clear, since it had ratified ali‘the international instrumentsArelating to the
status of women. However, despite its favourable attitude toward the Convention,

" her delegation did not wish to take a position on the substantive issues involved,
since it had not belonged to the Working Group, and had had only a very-few days to
consider the text. Its abstention was of a constructive nature; inasmuch as it
wished to allow the competent national bodies to make known their views on the text,
,since‘it considered that every draft instrument was capable of improveménf, and that
ithe possibility should be left opén for the submission of the appropriate amendments
in due time. . | . '

The adoption of the draft convention by the General Assembly in 1975 might be

1

a suitable step to take during International Women's Year. Her delegation was

2

-

By
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(Miss Jsureguiberry, Argentina)

therefore prepared to give sympathetic consideration to the proposels aimed at
immedirte consultations with Governments, which it considered indispensable, and at
the final drafting of a convention in the light of the views expressed. Her
delegation was ready to make a serious contribution of its own to such work, with
the knowledge that, once an acceptable final text was achieved, an important step
would have been made towards enabling men and women enjoying equality of rights and

responsibilities to achieve complete fulfilment.

Mrs. LI Su-wen (China) said that the delegation of the People's Republic

of China considered it useful, in considering the draft convention on the

elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, for representatives of
different countries to exchange their experiences and views on how to eliminate
discrimination against women and secure their rights and emancipation; The
emancipation of womén, who made up half the world's population, had been a'serious
and urgent social problem. The history of the international women's movement showed
that, since the beginning of the current century, women in various countries had
carried on valiant and unflinching struggles for equal rights and for the
emancipaﬁion of women. However, to daté, women in many countries were still . -
deprived of their rights and suffered from oppression and discrimination of all
types. In some countries, although there were legel prpvisions granting women equal
rights with men, such rights had not been guaranteed in practice. It was therefore
necessary to give serious consideration to !the way in which women could achieve_ 
their emancipation and make substantial progress towards an imprbvement in their
status. In old China, women as well as men had been victims of ruthless oppression
and discrimination. In addition to aggression, oppression and enslavement by |
imperialism, feudaliém and bufeaucratic.capitalism, they had been shackled by feudal
ways of thinking which had attached importance to men and belittled women, who had.
been regarded as the "lowest creatures". About a peﬁtury previously, many ,”d%w*wm'
progressive women in China had raised the’qpeétion of wbmen's-rights‘and equality
ﬁetween men and women, but they had not been clear as to the correct way tdwgchieve
those ends. Some activists in the women's movement had tried, by tackléng the
women's problém alone, to achieve an equality of rights between men and women and
the legislative guarantee of those rights. = They had organizéd thé‘Leagué of
Feminists and the League of Suffragettes. ﬂNeither of those enterprises had proved
successful. They had suffered many setbacks and‘paid a heavy price for'striving

- /.
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for the emancipation of women. It had been only under the leadership of
Chairman Mao Tse—tﬁng and the Communist Party of China that Chinese.women had found
the true path to self-emancipation. Chinese women had gradually come to realize
that the emancipation of women was not an isolated matter, for it was inseparable
from the liberation of the whole nation, the liberation of the working people and
sccial liberation. When the Chinese people had been suffering from ruthless
oppression and exploitation at the hands of foreign imperialists and the
Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries, with tens of thousands of families broken up and the
people deprived of thelr minimum right to live like human beings, women's rights
and equality between men and women had been out of the question. The facts had
shown that the women's movement was an integral part of the revolutionary movement
as a whole, and that in ovrder to achieve the emancipation of women it was imperative,
first of all, to fight for national independence and.social liberation together with
the entire people. Only by taking part in the common struggle with the rest of the
people was it possible for women to win the support of the pecple and successfully
free themselves from bondage. With the liberation of the nation and society,
wamen would achieve their own liberation. Conversely, an isolated feminist movement
divorced from the common struggle for national and social liberation would only
wesken and split up the forces united against the enemy, and the women's movement
itself would come to nought. Chinese women, following the correct path, and after
28 years of arduous and valiant struggle together with the rest of the people, had
overthrown the reactionary rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic
capitalism, and founded a new China in which the people were the master. At the
same time, women had achieved genuine emancipation; their rights and status had been
enhanced in politicgl, economic, social and cultural és well as domestic life, and
their conditions had undergone a fundamental change. |

Women in many countries wished to help eliminate discrimination against women
and to enhance the status of women through the adoption of a convention. That
desire was understandable, However, Chinese women, whose movement had traversed a
long and tortuous path, were keenly aware that, in order truly to eliminate
discrimination against women and to secure the rights and emencipation of women, it
was necessary, first of all,vfo mobilize the hundreds of millions of women for
participation in the revolutionary movemént«of the people and the waging of long

and hard struggles. It was impossible to win the genuine rights of women without

- e
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their integration with the masses, without their active participation in the
struggle for national and social liberation, and without victory in that struggle.
Even though some legal provisions might be enacted, they either could not be fully
materialized or could not be materialized at all. Her delegation believed that the
correctness of the experience of the Chinese women's movement had been confirmed by
the history of women's movements in other countries. Therefore, in order not to
mislead women, it was essential to bear in mind, in drafting the convention, that
the primary objectives and task of the women's liberation movement was the
mobilizetion of women for their active participation in the common struggle for
netional end social liberation, end their close integration with the entire people )
for the achievement of victory in that struggle. Her delegation was ready to give
close consideration to, and learn from, the valuable experiences of women in other
countries in their struggle for the rights end the emencipation of women, so as to
help promote unity and co-operation in the effort to advance the common cause of

women's emancipation throughout the world.

Mrs. CADIEUX (Canada) said that her Government had already expressed its

preference for a single comprehensive convention and hoped that the draft

convention would become & reality. To that end, it should be so worded that the
greatest possible number of countries could ratify it;. It was also important
that the convention should not request special privileges for women. Her
deiegation agreed with the representative of the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions that reference should be made to "parents" in general and not to
"mothers™ in laws relating to working women.

It would be difficult to complete the convention by 1975 because, as thé
representative of Romania had said, Governments would have to be consulted.

Her delegation reserved the right to speak later on specific points in the

draft convention.

* e

The CHAIRMAN said that the representative of the Tnternational Council of
Social Democratic Women, to which the Economic and Social Council had granted
consultative status in category II, had asked to speak. If she heard no. objections,
she would take it that the request was granted. | ‘

It was so decided.

[
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Miss SIMON (International Council of Social Democratic Women) said that
the Council was in favour of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women as a basis for a draft convention. However, it would regret the
inclusion of article 4 and article 12 (a) ‘of the draft in the report of the
Working Group, document E/CN.6/5T4). Their inclusion would make it difficult, if
not impossible, for many States to adopt the convention, among them the United
States of Amerlca, should the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution be
ratified. ' Her organlzatlon agreed with the representatlve of the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions that those matters should be dealt with by the
1Lo. |

Her organization would like to suggest, for varioﬁs reasons, that the adoption
of a draft convention on the elimination of discrimination against women should be
postponed. Firstly, the idea of the convention had not yet been mede sufficiently
popular among women, let alone among men, who unfortunately were still the
decision-makers. Secondly, International Women's Year afforded a good opportunity
to propagate the idea of a convention. Thirdly, unless widely accepted, the
convention would not fulfil its aims. Her organization, whose national affiliates
had close links with political parties, could play an important role in the
education of women and men regarding the need for a convention.

The Council hoped that the Commission would adopt the resolution proposed by
the United States for a conference to be held during International Women's Year.
Perhaps the Commission might request the Economic and Social Council to call a
special session of the Commission on the Status of Women, to take place either
before or after the conference, for the purpose of adopting a draft convention.

If the draft convention were adopted in time to be submitted to the General
Assembly, the latter could pass it by the end of International Wbmen s year, which

would be the most effective publicity posslble for the convention.
. T

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thalland) said that her delegation appreciéted the
efforts made by the representatives of the Philippines and the Soviet Urion to

shape the draft convention. It approved the principle of the document and would
not oppose it, but would abstain in the voting since her Government had not yet had
an opportunity to study the draft convention and, moreover, there was no

discrimination against women in her country.

o4
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She promised to do everything possible to persuade her Government to ratify
the draft convention.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) seid that the draft convention had good legal
provisions and she generally accepted its broad lines, but could not agree to the

provisions concerning the measures to.ensure protection for women in absolute or
general terms. Although recognizing the need for protective measures, especially
for working women, who had suffered the worst discrimination, any idea that women
were the weaker sex must be avoided.

Her delegation supported the proposal of the representative of Hungary that
steps should be taken to ensure that the convention would not hamper the application
of other existing conventions. It also felt that Governments should be given the

opportunity of expressing their views.

‘Mrs. BROWN (Wbmen's International Democratic Federation) said that her
organization supported the preparation of a single instrument covering all the
articles in the Declaration and containing legal obligations as outlined in
document E/CN.6/NGO/254. That proposal was supported by many of the 110 national
organizations in the Federation. |
_ Such an- 1nstrument should cover all political, social and cultural aspects;
moreover, it was 1mportent to include the needs of working mothers, which requlred
protection. _

The .adoption of such a conventlun would not ellmlnate any declaration now
in force and would glve women the opportunlty to defend thelr rlghts.
If the Assembly adopted the draft convention in 1975, that weuld be a

51gn1f1cant contribution to Internatlonal Women's Year.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) sald that her delegation had not taken part in the

Working Groué,‘but supported the recommendaticns put forward in documents | S

BE/CN.6/573 and 5Tk, particularly in paragraph 18 of the latter, and felt that]f“”
the Working Group had fulfilled its difficult mandate. » : |

However, the draft convention needed to be drawn up 1n greater deta11 and
her delegation agreed with the delegation of Romania and others that_the draftﬁ Ll -
convention and the records of the Commission's meetings should befsuBmitted>ﬁeee55

Governments for comment.
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Mrs. MARTE de BARRTOS (Dominican Republic) said that a spirit of

compromise had preveiled during the preparation of the draft convention: there

had been no question of trying to draw up a complete draft in five days. .
Her delegation had serious reservations about the wording of the draft,

particularly regarding the protective measures for women, because it considered

it fundamental to stress the'equal rights of men and women. Article 25,
paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Humgn Rights referred to motherhood;
that article was very sound and there was no nee& to supplement it with
. physiological or psychological details.

' ﬁér delegation was pleased to have teken part in the Working Group. It
supported tbe idea that the draft convention should be sent to Governments for
their coﬁments. Once those comments had been made known, measures could be téken
to obtain the greatest possible number of ratifications.
The women of the world must realize the need to press not oniy for signature

of the legal instrument but also for implementetion of all the legal measures
vhich it outlined.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) regretted that, owing to circumstances beyond

its control, her delegation had been unable to participate in the meetings of the
Working Gfoup. In exbressing its appreciation for the work done in the Group on
the draft.in document E/CN.6/5Tk, it would like to compliment the delegations of
the Soviet Union and the Philippines on the sbirit of co-operation and understanding
which they had displayed in merging their proposals.

In spite of the various international instruments and national laws relating
to the advancement of women, and the granting of political rights to women by
most Governments, discrimination against women still existed in.various forms,
and there were great dlscrepancles between the situation in law and the
51tuat10n in practice.

In view of the slow progress in improving the political and-social status of
women all over the world, there was a néed to prepare and adopt an international
instrument that would transiate the principles set forth in the Declaration on
the Elimination of Discrimination againét Women into rights recognized in law.
Such an instrument should ﬁe compréhensive and dynamic, and contain measures that
would be universally acceptable for the 1mplementatlon of long-term programmes to

ensure that women played their maximum role in modern socletv.

A
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(Mrs. Stevenson, Liberia)

While the draft convention was acceptable, her delegation shared the view of
previous upeaskers that the Commission had not had time at the current session to
give due consideration to such an important document, which should be referred to
Governments for their observations and comments. Consideration of the convention

could be resumed at the next session.

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m.

~
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616th meeting . Thursday, 24 January 1974,
‘ at 3.30 p.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING A NEW INSTRUMENT OR INSTRUMENTS OF
INTERNAEIONAL LAW TO ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (agenda item 4)
(continued) (E/CN.6/552, E/CN.6/573, E/CN.6/5Th)

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) announced that her delegation would,

together with other delegations, be submitting a draft resolution* to give eXpression

to the misgivings felt by many delegations about the proposed draft convention. The
draft resolution would propose that the draft convention be sent to Governments for
study, comments and opinions to enable the Commission to prepare a final document at

its next session with a reasonable prospect of majority acceptance.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that many delegations appeared to be having

difficulty because they had not received instructions from their Governments. While
some preliminary comments could be made, they should not be taken as binding. She
welcomed the fact that a draft resolution had been prepared énd hoped that it might
lead to useful discussion. She was concerned, however, that there would be a paucity
of comments from Governments. The Working Group's report (E/CN.6/5TW) was difficult
to read and would take too much time for study. If there were only a few replies
from Governments, they would be of little help.

| There were three courses of action open to the Commission. Discussion could be
postponed for a few déys, after which the drafﬁ~convention could be voted on article
by article; the report of the Working Group could be sent to Governments; or the
report could be made clearer in order to assist Governments in formulating their

comments.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) welcomed the idea of a draft resolution.

It must be made crystal clear that the document to be sent to Governments emanated

from the Commission and had been approved by it, and was not Just a series of ideas
from the Working Group. She agreed with the representative of Norway that the report
of the Working Group was a confusing document. The waY’it had been éompiled must be
‘made clear; it should be provided with a preface with suggestions as to how the

document was to be used.

*  Subsequently circulated as document E/CN.6/L.667T.
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At the time when the original papers had been submitted to the Working Group,
it had been clear that there were areas both of agreement and of considerable
disagreement. The delegations of the Philippines and the Soviet Union had prepared
a combined text with alternative versions where there had been disagreement. It had
been emphasized that the combined text did not involve any commitment. It was also
important to note that no vote had been taken in the Working Group, and that there
had been no over-all consensus at any time. The alternative texts were all of equal
standing; it was unacceptable to her delegation that one of the original texts should
serve as a basic or preferred draft. Those points should be made clear in the
preface to the final document, from which the square brackets should certainly not
be deleted. It would be very useful for the Commission to consider the draft
convention article by article to ascertain whether there were any points on which

general agreement existed.

Miss TYABJI (India) said that a paper must be sent to Governments with a
clear statement from the Commission. A great deal of time had been wasted and the

Commission must decide on the course of action it would take.

Mrs. KASTALSKAJA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed that it
would be difficult to reach any conclusion on the draft convention; although

delegations that had been represented on the Working Group were ready to take a
decision, other delegations were not. She suggested that the draft convention
should be sent to Governments with the text in square brackets retained and
accompanied by the records of the Commission's discussions. She was more optimistic
than the representative of Norway on the subject of Government replies. Even if
there were only a few replies, delegations would nevertheless havé time to wofk on
the text and prepare a final draft. The United Natlons practlce of sendzng documents
to Governments between sessions was extremely useful her delegatlon would support '
a draft resolution to that effect. ’

In reply to the point raised by the representatlve of the United Kingdom, éﬁ;ﬁw&
‘said that it would not be necessary to prov1de an explanatory preface because
paragraphs 21 to 28 of the report of the Working Group already contalned a

satisfactory explanation of the Working Group's decisions.

Mrs ., SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) recalled»thét it had been‘agreed that the

alternative texts were equal in status to the basiec teXt.,-She;therefore ‘proposedl

that, in the document to be sent to Governments, the sQuaré,brackets should be .
deleted. | | |
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Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) suggested that one way of-improving the document
might be to delete the square brackets but to add the names of the delegations that
had proposed alternative texts. She fully agreed with the United Kingdom

reprasentative that the Commission should not send out a document of the Working
Group on which no vote had been taken., She felt that to add a report on the

discussions would merely add to the constlon.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) rcminded the representative of Norway

that there hed been a consensus decision in the Working Group not to give the names )

of States proposing smendments to the'ofiginal text. The Commission should adopt

the same approach,

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) said that the Secretariat would require guidanée, particularly
on what it was to do with the square brackets. She believed that there might be
precedents for sending a documént of a working group to Governments for comments.,

It might be helpful to Governments if the Commission indicated the attitude
displayed towards various sections of the draft convention, perhaps by transmitting
the summary records of the discussion.

Alternative article 1, paragraph 6, of the final provisioﬁs erroneously
reproduced on pages 18 and 19 of the report of the Working Group had been inteipreted
by the financial authorities of the United Nations as referring to travel and
related expenses. The only financial implication of the provision would be related
to the cost of meetings of the Committee; the Secretary-General would try to
absorb those costs if the convehtionAwere adopted, at which time he would be in a

position to submit a more precise statement of the financial implications.

Mrs, HUTAR (United States of America) said that the Comm1531on would not -
have time to reconcile differences . of opinion or clarify differences in the text.
She would prefer to see the square brackets removed and all the alternative texts
marked as alternative texts. That would allow Governments to distinguish,clearly

between the varibus texts and assess them more readily.

Miss NOOR (Indones1a) said that, if the document was to be sent to
Governments, it should be accompanled by an explanatory annex written by the
delegations which had submitted alternative texts. That would give Governments an

idea of how those texts had come intq being.
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Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) supported the Indonesian representative's suggestion,
which was a good compromise, She pointed out that not all of the text appearing in

square brackets was alternative text; some of it was additional text.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) did not see the
need for any additional explanation. The report of the Working Group already
contained an explanation agreed on by the members of the Working Group. Her
delegation would have no objection, however, to using the word "suggestions" instead
of the word "amendments" in paragraph 22 of the report.

Mrs. ANDREI (Romania) said that the Commission could begin consideration
of the draft convention article by:article, although such a task would be very
difficult and there might not be enough time to complete it. She asked if it would
be possible to request the Economic and Social Council to authorize an additional

special session in 1975 to Study the question of the draft convention.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom)noted that the document under consideration

was only a first attempt at setting down various ideas which might be incorporated
in a draft convention. When the draft had been submitted to Governments, a number
of new ideas might emerge. The idea of a special session would not be favoured by
her Government for & number of reasons. First, the financial implications of a
special session might be vefy considerable. Second, the programming of the
functional commissions was very tight, and, third, a year might not be sufficient
time for Governments to consider the document. It seemed that the Commission was
prejudging the decision that the report would be transmitted to Governments and she
wished to suggest that the Commission should turn its attention to clarifying the
sectlon entitled "Preparation of a new instrument or instruments". That could be
done in~a number of ways, for instance, by adding the following sentence at the end
of paragraph 22: "It is emphasized that all suggestions are considered by the .
Commission to be of equal standing," Such an 1nsertlon would help those who stué;eaf
the document to understand that there was no empha51s on any one partlcular sectlon
in the draft convention. In conclusion, she felt that the Comm1351on should begln |

consideration of the 1nd1v1dual articles of the draft convention.

A
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Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) said that, from a procedural point of view, the Commissicn
could recommend to the Economic and Social Council that it consider scheduling a

special session in 1975. However, there would be financial implications.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) felt that the Commission was becoming rather coifused

sbout how best to proceed. She wished to stress that the Working Group had decided
not to vote on particular articles and that its report had been intended solely for
the Commission, Since the Commission mighf not have enough time to consider the
report in detail, and if,it intended to trensmit the document to Governments, same

clarifications would be needed.

The CHATRMAN regquested the Rapporteur of the Working Group to draft an

explanatory note, in co-operation with the interested parties.

The meeting was suspended at 4.25 p.m. and resumed at 5.05 p.m. -

' Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that the following explanatory note had been
approved by the parties concerned: "The Working Group decided not to vote on
particular articles. Where the Working Group did not reach a consensus and
alternative te’ ;s were proposed or recommendations made or reservations expressed,
these have been reflected in connexion with the relevant articles. Some of these
amendments were incorporated in the articles of the Working Paper and several
alternative proposals are shown in the report in square.brackéts." It had also been
agreed that. it would be more logical to have a heading "Alternative text" whenever

there was an alternative proposal, while retaining the square brackets.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed the

gratificatioh of her delegation at the compromise text prepared by the Rapporteur

and other parties,

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Directdr, Centre for Social Development and
;Humanitarian Affairs) said that, when sénding a communiéation'to Governments for
‘édmment, it was cﬁstomary for the Secretariat to draft a note verbale which
explained what was being transmitted. If it was the wish‘of the Commission, the
Secretariat could transmit to Governments such a note verbalé5 the text of the draft
convention, with alternative proposals headed "Alternative text" and included in

square brackets, and an annex containing the explanatory note just read out.

eas
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The CHAIRMAN said that, if she heard no objection, she would take it that
the Commission wished the Secretariat to proceed in the manner described by the

Deputy Director.
It was so decided.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humenitarian Affairs) seid, with reference to paragraph 4 of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.66T, that the Economic and Social Council, by a decision of 18 May 1973,
had laid down that its subsidiary podies, with the exception of the regional
economic commissions, night not .create either standing or ad hoc intersessional
subsidiary‘bodies without prior approval by the Council. In view of that decision,
the sponsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.667 might wish to consider dividing
_ paragraph 4 into two peragraphs. The first could end with the word "work" in the
third line of the paragraph. The word "decides" in the same line would be deleted,
and the other paragraph would start with the words:v "Requests the Economic and .
Social Council to establish ...".

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that her
delegation had only Just received the text of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.667 and could

not possibly take a decision on it at the current meeting. In any case, the text

appeared to be in direct contradiction with the consensus reached in the informal

discussions just held.

The CHAIRMAN explained that there was no question of discussing the draft

resolution at %he current meeting. The Secretariat had merely wished to draw
attention to the fact that peragraph 4 would have to be revised.

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
THEIR INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT (agende item T) (continued):

(2) Implementation of & programme of concerted international act1on (contlnued)

(E/CN.6/1.663, E/CN.6/L.665) o

"Miss TYABJI (India) introduced draft resolution'E/CN 6/L. 663. She said,
with reference to paragraph 2, that her delegatlon would like to see United Natlons
gift shops, similar to the one at Headquarters, establlshed in large c1t1es in ‘

various countries to sell handicrafts from dlfferent countrles. It felt too that :
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voluntary organizations could help government agencies in developing ideas about

and designs for handicrafts.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) said that her country had long experience in assisting
women, perticularly rural women, through the establishmeqt of non-profit hendicrafts
co-operati@es. Receipts from the sales of those co-operatives added considerably
to the income of rural women. She therefore supported the draft resolution and

hoped that the Commission would adopt it unenimously.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombis) said that in Colombia there was an

institute whose purpose was to promote the developmént of handicrafts, Many of the

hendicrafts produced in Colombia were exported and boosted the earnings of rural

women. Her delegation therefore endorsed the draft resolution.

Miss NOOR (Indonesia) fully supported the idea behind the dralt
resolution. She suggested, however, that the text should refer to the need to
provide women with training in handicrafts design znd to enable them to obtain raw

materials as cheaply as possible.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) observed that implementation of the provisions
of the draft resolution would help to provide employment for women. Hef delegaﬁion
therefore supported it fully. For the‘past eight years, there had been a national
agency for the promotion of cottage industries in the Philippines. The »rovisions

of paragraph 1 would, however, help to improve conditions in some countries.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) said that her delegation would be happy to sdpport,

the draft resolution. It could also support the Indonesian suggestion.

Miss TYABJI (India) saidkthat her Government, too, was very act}ve‘in
promoting handicrafts. There was an All-India Handicrafts Boerd and good incomes
were decrived from the sale of hahdicrafts. The purpose of the draft resolution,
however, was to help persons not sufficiently skilled to benefit by the work of
national institutes such as the Board. The words "wayé and means" in paragraph i
were intended to cover the»iéeas about training and réw materials put forward by the
representative of Indonesia. Sheyhoped,'therefore, thatyﬁhe Indonesian delegation
would be able to accept the text és drafted. :
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Mrs. HUSSEIN (bgypt) expressed support for the draft resolution, the

provisions of which were consistent:with measures already being taken in Egypt to

help untrained women to develop skills and market their products.
~ \

Miss NOOR (Indonesia) said that if, as the Indian representative had said,
.the words "wdys and means" covered the ideas she had put forward, Indonesia would
be happy to co-sponsor the draft resolution.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that her
delegation supported the draft resolution and would vote for it.

Mrg, OBA (Japan) said that her delegation would be glad to support the
draft resolution.’ She suggested, however, that the word "new" should be inserted
before the words "ways and means" in paragraph 1.

Miss TYABJI (India) accepted the Japanese suggestion.

The CHAIRMAN said that, unless she heard any objection, she would take it
that the draft resolution, as amended, was unanimously adopted.

It was so decided.

~ Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) introduced draft resolution E/CN.6/L.665. The
spoﬁsbrs had attempted to reflect the views éxpressed by members of the Commission

on implementation of the long-term programme of concerted international action to
promote the advancement of women and their integration in development and the hope,
expressed by many members, that the Commission would play a part in the mid-term
review and appraisel of the Second Development Decade in 1975, which would also te
International Women's Ieaf. The resolution would authorize the Secretary-General to
" establish machinery to enable the Commission to co-operate with the Committee for
Development Planning and the Commiptee on Review and Appraisal.

‘Mrs. ANDREI (Romania), Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) and Miss NOOR

(Indonesia) seid that their delegations wished to become sponsors of the draftww;,mn,'

. resolution.

Mrs. OBA (Japan) said that her delegation was able to support the df&ft f‘!‘

resolution.
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Mrs. ALDAY {Philippines) congratulated the sponsors on & very timely
resolution. It should he given great emphasis in International Women's Year.

Miss TYABJI (India) also commended the sponsors of the draft resolution,
vhich she supported whole-heartedly.

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) complimented the'sponsors of the
draft resolution on their initiative. With a view to strengthening the text and
providing women with opportunities to obtain equal rights and responsibilities with
men in the organizations of the United Nxtions system, her delegation wished to
propose several amendments to the text.*

The CHAIRMAN cuggested thet further discussion of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.665 be postponed until the United States amendments were available in
writing.

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.

¥ Bubseguently circulated as documeﬁtvE/CN.G/L.669.

n
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617th meeting Friday, 25 January 197k,
at 11.30 a.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
THEIR INTEGRATION TN DEVELOPMENT (agenda item T) (continued):

(e) Co-operation with intergovernmental organizations outside the United Nations
system (E/CN.6/5T72, E/CN.6/578)

Miss de TEJEIRA (Inter-American Commission of Women), introducing the
report of the Inter-Amerlcan Commission of Women (CIM), said that it was
_enthuszastlcally preparing for the observence of International Women's Year and that
the Executive Committee would approve the plans mede in that connexion for the
American continent in September 19Ti. She stressed thet CIM had every intention of
co-operating with the Commission on the Status of Women within the framework of the

activities which it carried out in the region.

She was surprised to note that the report of CIM was not included in the agenda
of the session as a separate item, even though for 27 years, under Economic and
Social Council resolution 48 B (IV), CIM had been regularly submitting & report to
the Commission on the Status of Women. ‘

Finally, she noped that intergovernmental orgenizations similar to the one
which she represented would be esteblished on other continents.

The CHAIRMAN, after thanklng the representatlve of the Inter-Amer1can ‘
Comm1551on of Women, sa1d that the Commzttee on the Status of Arab Women was

represented for the first time in the Comm1ss1on and emphas1zed the 1mportance of

that event. ; ' , S

. Mrs. BELWAN (Commzttee on the Status of Arab Wbmen) said that the report of
the League of Arab States (E/CN. 6/578) briefly traced the steps leading to the
establlshment of the Commlttee on the Status of Arab Women and gave the. sallentmm
',p01nts of its statutes and the maJor recommendatlons ~which it hgd made.‘ ) e

The Commlttee on the Status of Arab Wbmen was. the flrst reglonal comm1551on of
women establlshed s1nce the creat1on of the Unlted Natlons and it was therefore ’
. 1nterest1ng to exp1a1n the motlves whlch had led to 1ts establlshment and to

' descrlbe 1ts terms of reference and obJectlves. In recent years, the need had been

‘felt 1n the Arab world fOr an organ1zatlon wh1ch would f0cus attent1on on womenislif

peclal problems -and a551st them to 1ntegrate themselves in all sectors of the

hﬁfi/étafgt
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economic and social life of the region. There had also been a need for a regional
organization which could place a co-ordinating role between the Governments and the
non-governmental women's associations in order to avoid duplication. Such a body
would provide a link between United Naktions organs and specialized agencies
concérned with women's affairs and the warious countries of the area. It had been
felt that it could help them in identifying the specific problems of wodmen in the
area and that its existence would spur Governments to undertake programmes aimed at
the advancement of women and their integration in all areas of national and regional
development. Indeed, while there was an awareness that the queetion of the status of
women was not only of concern to women but was also of utmost iinportance to social
progress, little importance was attached to the implementation of existing measures
if pressure was not exerted by women themselves and their organizations. '

.On 28 September 1971, the Ceuncil of the League of Arab States had adopted a
resolution establishing the Committee on the Status of Arab Women. That Committee
was composed of repreeentatives of all Member 'States, a.ppointed by their Governments
at the request of the Secretary-General, who also had the right to invite
representatives of national, regional and 1nternat10nal orgenizations to attend
meetings of the Committee as observers when the subjects under dlscuss:.on were
‘directly relatedvto their activities. The Committee, which was requ:.red to meet each ,
year, had held its first session at Cairo in Januery 1572. During that ‘s.ess:i.on, it
had drafted its statutes, whereby it undertook to respect the principles of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the General Assembly's
' Deciaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. The Committee must
ensure that women enjoyed the same rights as men in all spheres end ﬁéht to prevent
the pa.ssage‘ of any discriminatory legislation. It could also hold e:gtraordinary
sessions end orgenize conferences and seminars on particular questions. At its first
sesgsion, it had recommended that the League ’of Arad ‘States convene a conféerence to
study the role of women in the struggle for national l:i.ber'ation. It had ealso
recommended the establishment of liaison offices in every Arab Ste.te to follow up
! the :unplementat:.on of its recommendations once those had been a.pproved by the League
" Council. Furthermore, it had recommended thet the League Council organize a study
E group to examine the positiori of women with respect to personel statils.‘_ A conference
- on tha.t question had been held at Cairo in October 1972 and 1t had dealt with the
issues of polygamy, d1vorce, ch:.ld custody, the nght of ma.rr:l.ed women to work and
‘the age for merriage. ' ‘
| In September 1972 & conference on ‘the status of Aredb women and national
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development, organized at Cairo with the participation of the Committee, had decided
to call upon the Arab Governments to set up worki;g committees on the status of
women.,

| The Committee on the Status of Arab Women had held its second regular session
in February 1973; it had been attended by representatives from 16 Arab countries,
including Palestine, and by observers. The Committee had considered the position of
the Arab States regarding Arab and international agreements related to the status of
women, and labour laws, also to the extent that they affected women. It had taken
note of the recommendations of the Conference on Arab Women and National Development
and of the fact that the implementation of existing legislative measures still left
much to be desired. It hed decided to hold a special seminar to study the best means
to ensure that the working woman had attained her rights in the field of work and
production.

She hoped that fruitful co-operation would be established between the Cbmmiesibn
on the Status of Women and the Committee of the League of Arab States in the years to
come, in order to contribute to the full achievement of human rights throughout the
world.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) welcomed the report prepared by
the Inter-American Commission of Women, which had been co-operating with the

Commission on the Status of Women for 27 years and was doing commendeble work. The
Inter-American Commission of Women was co-operating actively with the Dominican
Government: the Seminar on Latin American Integration, held in 1973 inbthe
Dominican Republic and attended by represehtatives from the Central American and
Caribbean coﬁntries, was an illastration of that co-operation. . "

Her delegation attacned special importance to the question of the integration
of women in economic activities; in that connexion, a first seminar had been.
organized with CIM assistance to study the status of women in rural areas, vhich had
* to be improved. She emphasized women in rural areas because they were part1cular1y”“'
numerous in Laxln America. ‘ AN

CIM should, mcreover, take measures to strengthen its co-operation with the
Commission on the Status of Women. In order to ewoid’dupiication,-the Commission,
at its previous seesion, had adopted a resolution inviting the IhtereAmerican
‘.Commission of Women tO'study any relevant aspect of the programme of work of the
Commission on the Status of Women connected with reg1ona1 and natlonal realities.

Flnally, she wished to thenk the representatlve of the Commlttee on the Status

of Arab Wbmen fbr her statement and noted with satlsfact1on that women on other  _ _.,u
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continents were joining together to form crganizations similar to the Inter-American
Commission. She reserved the right to speak again about the questions which should
be included in the agenda of future sessions of the Commission and which would be
of particular interest to the Inter-American Commission.

" Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) shared the opinion expressed by the representative
of the Dominican Republic regarding the Inter-American Commission of Women and the
relationship which should exist between that body and the United Nations.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) paid a tribute to the representatives of the
Inter-Arerican Commission of Women and the Committee on the Status of Arab Women for
éhe reports which they had introduced. Those two interregional bodies had an
important role to play in solving problems of mutual interest which arose in those
regions. She took that opportunity to mention the efforts made at the interregional
level by the States members of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, which was
currently establishing a commission on the status of women for the countries of the

region.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) thanked the represenﬁatives of the Inter-American
Commission of Women and the Committee on the Status of Arab Women for the excellent
reports which they had introduced. She peid a special tribute to the Inter-American

Commission of Women, which had been the first of its kind and whose example had led
to the establishment of the Committee on the Status of Arab Wbmeh.

It was the first time that a regional committee on the status of women had been
established outside the framework of the United Nations. That Committee, though new
in the Arab world, had immediately undertaken a study of various fields of activity
of common interest such as family law, the participation of women in development,
labour legislation, ete. Tt provided liaison between non-governmental organizations,
national women's orgenizations and Governments, on the one hand, and
intergovernmental bodies, on the other. Her delegation hoped‘that very close
»co-operétion'wouid be established between that Committee and the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women and that such co-operation would relate

particularly to African women, since a number of Arab States were African States.
Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) added her delegation?s congratulations to those
/ooo
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already expressed and hoped, like the representative of Indonesia, that a similar

group would be established for Asia.

Miss TYABJI (India), on her own behalf and on behalf of her delegation,
congratulated the two regional commissions on the role which they had played in the
promotion of the status of women, and particularly emphasized the importance of the
role of the Committee on the Status of Arab Women in its region.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) also commended the representatives of the two
organizations on the reports introduced by them, and expressed the hope that they

would pursue ‘their efforts, especially during Internationsl Women's Year.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia), after having paid a tribute to the

representatives of the Inter-American Commission of Women and the Committee on the

Status of Arab Women, drew special.attention to the work carried out on the American
continent by the Inter-American Commission, with which_her country collaborated
closely. She recalled that at the Commission's previous session, she had hed the
honour, together with other delegations, to submit the draft resolution relating to
the activities of the Inter-American Commission which the Commission on the Status

_of Women had adopted.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liveria) commended the two orgenizations on their efforts

to promote the economic, socisl and cultural development of women in their regions,

o

and expressed the hope that other regional commissiohs would follow their example, i

especially in Africa.

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand) shered the views expressed by the Indonesian
end Philippine delegations concerning the establishment of an Asian group. The °
delegation of Thailand wished to become s sponsor of the draft resolution relatingf,d
to assistance to cottage and handlcraft industries (E/CN. 6/L 663), vhich were veryt‘

A e

1mportant in Theiland.

Y

The -CHAIRMAN said that -she regretted to 1nform the delegatlon of Thalland
that the draft resolutlon 1n questlon had already been adopted by the Commlss1on.v~ o

Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) also. commended the Inter-Amerlcan Commlss1on of Women
and the Committee on the Status of Arab Women on. thelr effbrts to promote the cause

of women in thelr areas.
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Miss ROMO ROMAN (Chile) associated herself with the delegations which had
congratulated the Inter-American Commission of Women and the Cummittee on the Status

of Aradb Women on the work they had accomplished to ensure the advancement of women,
and in particular the Inter-American Commission of Women, with which the Chilean
delegation had collaborated for a number of years.

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) congratulated the Committee on the
‘Status of Arab Women on its excellent report, on the programme which it had
implemented during the past two years and on its statutes. She hoped that the
regional organizations would exchange reports among themselves, thus taking
advantage of the experience acquired in other regions. She had also read with great
interest the report of the Inter-American Commission of Women, whose programme of
action contributed to the enhancement of the status of women. Her delegation had
noted with iﬂterest the efforts undertaken by the two regional commissions to
implement the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination aéainst‘Wbmen as well
'as other aspects of -the programme of the United Nations Commission on the Status of
Women. - She hoped that the Commission would continue to collaborate closely with
the various intergovernmental regionsl bodies, in particular with regard to the
cele\re ;ion of International Women's Year and the activities designed to enhance the
gtatus of women.

The CHAIRMAN said that the general debate had been concluded.

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION (contmued)
(E/CN.6/L.665, E/CN.6/L.669);.

(v) STATUS OF RURAL WOMEN, ESPECIALLY AGRICULTURAL WORKERS (contznued)
(E/CN.6/L.66k);

"(4) ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES T0 PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
» »_(contlnued) (E/CN.6/L.666)

The CHATRMAN proposed that con81derat10n be glven to draft resolutlons

"E/CN.6/L.665 and: L.669 relatlng to the 1mp1ementat10n of a programme of concerted

1nternat10nal action.
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), noting that the
text of the amendments submitted by the delegation of the United States
(E/CN.6/L.669) to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.665 had only just been distributed,
requested that consideration of that item be postponed until the following‘meeting.

The CHAIRMAN granted the request made by the delegation of the Soviet
Union, and invited the delegation of the Philippines‘to introduce draft resolution
E/CN 6/L.664 relating to the status of rural’ women, especially agrlcultural workers.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) said that in her cOuntry agricultural’ workers
represented 3k. 5 per cent of the labout force, and that 64.2 per cent of them were
unpamd feamily workers; moreover, 53 per cent of the total number of' unemployed
yomen were in rural areas. A similer situation probdbly exlsted in other developing
coumtries, and it was therefore important to develop to the utmost the resources of '
rural areas in order to enable rural women to participate in national development
programmes and to prevent their migration to the cities. As had been stated by‘the
International Lebour Organisation in its report (E/CN.6/583), Internstional Women's
Year prov1ded an excellent opportunlty for taking stock of the situation and
evaluet;ng the impact of measures taken to promote the advancement of women through
education and iraining programmes. '

Mrs, CURLING (Coste Rica) supported draft resolution E/CN, 6/L 66h
Costa Rlca ettached considerable importance to the 1mprovement of the status of
rural women, who made up the bulk of the female populaxlon in developing countrzes. '

Mrs. DAES (Greece) suggested that in the second line of the operetive- ‘
paragraph of the draft resolution recommended to the Economic and Socie} Couﬁeil; the .
word "Continuing" should be repiaced by the word "Life-long", in accordance with
the wording adopted for ‘that type of programme in 1968 by UNESCO. That word1ng

also appeared in the Declaratlon on Social Progress and Development "i
| - Her delegation supported ‘the draft resolutlon, and she hoped that her .l

suggestion would be taken 1nto account.

‘Mrs. NOOR (Indones1a) said that the sponsors of the draft resolutldn
'accepted that suggestlon. ‘ ' ' ' '
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Mrs. OBA (Japan) said that her delegation would be able to support the
draft resolution if the sponsors could accept the following esmendments. In the
sixth line of the first preambular paragreph, the words "and vocational training"
should be added after the words "literacy programmes". In subparagraph (b) of the
second preambular paragraph, the words "service occupations" should be preceded by
"undesirable".

In the operative paragraph, the words "economic activities training, including"
should be added after the words "citizenship education", and the words "and public
services" should be added after the word "farming". The rest of the paragraph
would remain unchanged.

Mrs. ANDREI (Romania), while commending the sponsors of the draft
resdlution, suggested a slight modification consisting of the addition of the words
"of most countries" after the words “rural areas" in the second line of
- subparagraph (b) of the second preambular paragraph. That addition was necessary

‘because in the socialist countries women were no longer exploited.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) endorsed the text of the draft resolution,
but suggested that the words "where the majority of them are exploited" in the last

line of subparagrarh (b) of the second preambular paragraph should be replaced by
. "where some of them are exploited". It seemed to her delegation that such a wording
~would be closer to the truth.

Miss TYABJI (India) said that her delegation supported the draft
'reebiution taking into consideration the proposed amendments, with the exception of
that of the United Kingdom delegation. The Indisn delegation preferred the
 following wording: "where many are exploited".

| ‘Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) thought that it would be prefersble to use the
ekfollow1ng wordlng in. the last line of subparagraph (b): '"where the majority of

' them may be explolted"

\ With ‘reference to. the proposed Japanese amendment calling for the addition of
,{ the words 'and vocat1onal tra1n1ng after +the words "11teracy programmes » she sald
' ethat 1t would sufflce to mentlon vocatlonal tra1n1ng at the beginning of the

f:preamble.

’/jo -“-‘,"
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Mrs. OBA (Japan) endorsed the suggestion of the Egyptian delegation.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom), agreeing to the suggestion of the
Egyptian delegation, withdrew her amendment.

Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) felt that it would be appropriate to modify
subparagraph (b) of the draft resolution in order to make it clear that the majority

of women were exploited only in certain countries. In Argentina, gainfully employed
women enjoyed various social benefits and services, and were guaranteed a retirement
pension.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republiec), observing that
subparagraphs (b) and (c) were complementary, wondered if it would not be preferable

'to end subparagraph (b) with the words "urban areas", deleting what followed.

Miss ROMO ROMAN (Chile) seid that she would like to have the text of the

amendments in order to take a position on the draft resolution under consideration.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that her delegation supported all the proposed
amendments, witu the exception of that of the Dominican Republic, which ccncerned

an essential aspect of. the draft resolution.

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) said that her delegationvﬁished to
join the sponsors of the draft resolution, which represented a fresh attempt to
improve the status of rural women. ‘

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand), whose delegation was one of the sponsors of
the draft resolution, requested the Japanese delegation to withdraw its amendment

‘relating to subpafagraph (b). It seemed to overlap'With the notion of exploitation.

The CHAIRMAN invited the’sponsors‘to prepare & new text of draft

vresolution'E/CN 6/L.664, taking into account the proposed amendments.l She requested'
the representatlve of Hungary to introduce draft resolutlon E/CN.6/L. 666 relatlng to

act1v1t1es of the speclallzed agencies to promote the advancement of women. , ‘f fff“% f

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that draft resolution E/CN 6/L. 666 was based on
the contrlbutlon which the Internatlonal Labour Organlsatlon was 1n a pos1t10n to -
make to the attalnment of the obJectlves of International Wbmen s Year and on the [;
1mportance of its activities de31gned to promote the progress of women, as was -  };

1nd1cated in the preambleL

"p/;;;'i‘;]fp
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(Mrs. Bokor, Hungary) oo

She read out the operative paragra.x;hs.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (KNerway), supported by Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican
Republic); Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialitt Republics) and ‘Mrs. NOOR
(Indonesia), z"équ'ested that the vote on the draft .reéolution be postponed to the:
following meeting to give delegations more time to study it.

The CHAIRMAN grented that request.

The meeting rése et 1 p.m.

-
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618th meeting _ Friday, 25 January 197k,
at_3.25 p.m.

Chairmen: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
THEIR INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 7) (continued):

(b) STATUS OF -RURAL WOMEN, ESPECIALLY AGRICUV.TURAL WORKERS (concluded)

(E/CN.6/L.66k)

‘ -Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines), speaking on btehalf of the delegations of
Costa Rica, Indonesia and Thailand and her own delegation, introduced draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.664 and said thet Colombia, the Dominican Republic and the
United States had joined the sponsors of the draft.

In view of suggestions made by various delegations, some amendments had been
made to the text.

In the sixth line of the first preambular paragraéh of the draft resclution
recommended to the Economic and Social Council for adoption, the word "continuing"
had been replaced by the word "lifelong" and, at the suggestion‘ot Japan, the )
words "end vocational training" had’been inserted aftzr the wbrd'"programmes" in
the seme line. o . ‘ '

# In subparagraph (b) of the second predmbular paragraph, the words "of many
countries" had been added after the words "in the rural areas", end the words "the
najority of them are exploited" had been replaced by the words "meny of them may be

exploited”.
| In the second line of the operative paragraph, at the suggestion of Greece,
the word "Continuing" had been replaced by the word "Lifelong", and in the fourth

line the words "

education and»vocaxional training"” had been added after the word
"information". In addition, the word "and" had been repleced by a comma between the
words "family life" and "citizenship education" and between the words "rural ...

development" and "co-operatives'.
MiSS'TYREQI‘(India) said that she fully’supported the new draft resolution.

Mrs} DAES (Greece) thanked the sponsors of the draft for haviné accepted
her delegation's sﬁggestions. She endorsed the draft resolution and recommended

that it should be adopted unanimously.

[ooe
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Mrs. OBA (Japan) thanked the sponsors for having accepted her amendment
and said that she suppérted the draft resolution. ’

The CHAIRMAN said that if she heard no objection, she would take it that

the draft resolution had been adopted by consensus.
It was so decided.

(d) ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
(continued) (E/CN.6/L.666)

Miss TYABJI (India) endorsed draft résolution E/CN.6/1.666 and thanked
its sponsors. She observed, however, that although paragraph 3 was acceptable to
her délegation,.account should be taken of the fact tﬁat countries with a high rate
of unemployment had special problems in the matter.

Mrs. CURLING (Costa Rica) joined the sponsors of thL: draft resolution

which, she felt, would give emphasis to Internstional Women's Year.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said tbat she would support the draft resolution
were it not for the last two paragraphs. The Scandinavian countries had always,
for various reasons, had difficulties in accepting the ILO documents referred to.

The wording of paragraph 3 was very vague, as was that of paragraph 4 in the

reference to part-time work. Accordingly, her delegation propcsad thap the first
phrase of paragraph 3, up to the word "need", should be retained and that the rest
of the paragraph should be replaced by the following: "to revise its standards on
the employment of women, in the light of scientific and technological knowledge and
in the 11ght of the changlng roles of men and women in economic life and in the ‘
family".

She proposed, further, that paragraph 4 as a whole should be deletad.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) said that‘her country was a sponsor of the draft
resolution and that.the wording of paragraph 3 was deliberately vague. Reference
was made to an "eventual revision" because the inﬁention was not to recormend the
revision of any agreemehts but that ILO should examine the possibility of revising

themn.

" Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that she fully understood the wording of the

paragraph but still believed that it was too vague. She therefore requested that

consideration should be given to her proposal.

/oo
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Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) felt that ‘the Norweglan amendment would weaken the

_ text. She wouvld like to lea"u the Comm1581on s opinion on the subject before

consiilting the sponsors of the draft. |

Miss TYABJI (India) said that she ‘agreed in general with the Norwegian
amendment but propesed a dlfferent wordzng. _After the word "need", the following
would be added to the end of the paragraph proposed by the Norwegian delegation:

" "aking fully into account different conditions in' the different countries".

Similarly, the fbllowing'would be added at the end of paragraph i: "in the
light of the. changing roles of men-and women in economic life and in the family".

) Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) seid that she would be prepared to accept the
Indlan wordlng but would have to consult the other sponsors of the draft.

Mrs. ALDAY (Phlllpplnes) sald that the words "end in order to prevent
discrimination egainst women" might be added after the.Indian amendment. Indeed,
long periods of matérnity.leave constituted one of the'causes of diserimination

\
[y

against women.

. Mrs. OBA (Japan) said that'she endorsed draft resolution L.666 with the
exception of paragraphs 3 and 4. She agreed almost fully with' the Norwegian
wording but would prefer to have the words "and study" inserted after the word

"revige",

She proposed further that the words ", agricdlturalvwork" should be added

. after the words "at home" in paragraph k.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that she supported the draft resolution with
the Indian delegation's amendments, which made it more realistic for their,

countries.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that Costa Rlca had Joxned the sponsors of the

draft resolution. : ; . #%%wu

-

\ _Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) said that hér delggation was a_éponsor of draft

resolution L.666, which reflected members' concern for guaranteeing better living

conditions for women. . ' ; ,
The operative part of the draft was based on opinions expréssed during the

Commission's detates. In the opinion of the sponsors, the ILO %as the

e
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(Mrs. Maka, Guinea)

organization directly connected with women's problems. However, since there were
gaps in its provisions; it was necessary to strengthen the measures adopted and
strive to ensure that International Women's Year was a resounding success.

On the other hand, the sponsors‘had not neglected to mention those
technological advances which might constitute a danger for women. The draft
therefore covered various aspects of the specialized agencies' activities to foster
thé advancement of women. She agreed with the Indian amendments and proposed that
the draft resolution should be adopted. ‘

b : .
Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) joined the sponsors of the draft resolution as

amended by Norway. Her delegation attached particular importance to maternity
protection and requested that the meaning of paragraph 3, which it regarded as

‘fundamental, should not be weakened.

' The meeting was suspended at 3.55 p.m. and resumed at 4.30 p.m.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that the sponsors of the draft resolutlon vere
prepared to accept the great majorlty of the amendments.

~ Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) said that her delegation wished to become a
sponsor of the draft resolution with the amendments which had been read out.

Mrs. KOILSTAD (Norwey) said that the sponsors obviously had not accepted

- her amendment, but she wished to pfess the pcint. She requested that a separate

vote should be taken on her amendment; otherwise she would have to abstain from

voting.

The CHAIRMAN explained that the representative of Norway was referring

‘to her, amendment modifying paragraph 3 and deleting paragraph L,

g,

Mrs. OBA (Japan) endorsed the proposal that a separate vote should be

taken on the Norwegian amendments.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that although the sense of the Norwegien
amendments was constructive, the sponsors could not accept them. She believed
that the sponsors of the draft were contributing to observance of the Year by

1nform1ng the ILO of their ideas and aspirations.

The CHAIRMAN sald that she would put the two Norwegian amendments to the

vote separately.

/...
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Paraggegh 3
, . \ _
The amendment to paragraph 3 was rejected by 14 votes to 6, with 3 abstentions.

Paragraph 4 C .
_ The emendment to_paragraph 4 was rejected by 16 votes to 3. with 6 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN read out paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of draft resolution
/CN.6/L 666 with the amendments that had been accepted by the sponsors.
2. Requests the Internatlonal»Lebour Organisation to expand its efforts

in this field and to accord partieular attention to girls and women in the
.revision of -instruments on vocaxlonal guldance and training and in its work
under the World Employment Programme,

" 3. Draws the attention of the International Labour Orgenisation to the
need to study the possibility' of revising certain Conventions, for example

the Maternity Protection Convention, with full regard to the differing
conditions in different countries and to the need to transform certain
Recommendations into Conventions, for example the Recommendation on the
employment of women with family obligations, in order to prevent
discrimiﬁaxion against women; . |
. Recommends that in: zts future work, the IL0 should devote attentlon
' to new problems of concern to women werkers, including the impact of
technological and scientific developments on the emnloyment of women and
problems relating to part-time work, in the 11ght of the changlng roles of men
-and women in economic life and in the family."

Mrs. KOILSTAD (Norway), speaklng on a point of order, asked that a

separate vote be taken on paragraphs 3 and 4, as amended.
. _ . X

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 3, as amended, was adopted by 21 votes to none, with 5 sbstentionms..

Paragraph 'k _ ‘ ,

Paragraph 4, as amended, was-adopted by 21 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.666, as amended

The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted by 23'votes to none, with

2 abstentions. - ' : . ‘ ‘ e
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CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING A NEW INSTRUMENT OR INSTRUMENTS OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (agenda item L)
(concluded) (E/CN.6/L. 667)

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia), speaking on behalf of the sponsors and
her delegation, introduced draft resolution E/CN.6/L.66T and announced that Liberia
had jJoined the list of sponsors.

. The sponsors had felt that certain amendments should be made to the original
text. The last two preambular paraérapha_had been deleted and the text of
paragraph 1 had been eltered to read: "Tekes note of the work carried out by the

Working Group;". A slight emendment had beeh\made to paragraph 2 (a), the word
"alternative" having been omitted from the last. line. In paragraph 3, the words
"the report of the Working Group" should be replaced by the words "the draft
articles". A full stop should be inserted after the words "Against Women" in the
third line of paragraph 4 and the rest of the paragraph should be deleted. The
following text should be added as the new paragreph 5: "Requests the‘Secretary-
General to send in good time the report which he was to prepare on the matter for

consideration by the members of the Commission".

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) recalled that her delegation had submitted an
amendment to document E/CN.6/5T4. The Working Group had not considered the matter
and hed deferred it to the plenary. ohe hoped that the amendment would be included

in the text to be sent to Governments.

The CHAIRMAN said that 1f she heard no objection, she would take it that

the amendment proposed by Hungery would be included in the document.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Cemtre for Social Development amd
Humanitarian Affairs) said that the English version of the smendment introduced
orally by the representative of Colombia was not quite clear. She referred to the
worklng paper requested in paragraph 2 (b) which must ‘e’ submitted under the "six

weeks rule".

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) said tﬁat that had been the intention of
the delegations sponsoring draft resolution E/CN.6/L.66T with regard to the request

'contaiﬁed in paragraph 2 (a), since that subject would be included in the agenda of

the Commission's twenty-sixth session.

/..
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Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) warmly supported draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.667, as amended. She emphasized that paragraph 4 was extremely important,

since members must receive the documentation early enough to study it. It was
discouraging for the members of the Working Group to know that delegations had not
received the documentation until they were leaving their countries and that some
'delegations had not received it at all., The document referred to in paragraph L
would be very long. It was, therefore, important that delegations should receive it
in good time, so that they could study it in advance. Given the complexity of the
agenda, she wondered whether the 1976 session should not be prolonged by one week . in
order to enable the Commission to complete its work, since at that session the
Commission would have to formulate the draft convention in finel form.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) waimly supported the statement
of the representative of the United Kingdom concerning the submission of
documentation in good time. She endorsed draft resolution E/CN.6/L.66T, which
reflected the discussions held in the Commission. She égreed that the draft

convention should be considered as a priority item at the twenty-sixth session,

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and Humapitarian
Affairs) suggested that the following wording would awoiq misunderstendings in
paregraph 5 of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.66T, as amended: "Requests the Secretary-
General to send in good time to the members of the Commission on the Status of Women
for their consideration the working paper referred to in paragraph 2 (b)". ‘

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) thanked the Deputy Director for her

suggestion, which clarified the intentions of the spohsors of the draft resolution.

The CHAIRMAN asked théufgéresentative of the Uhited Kingdom to submit in

the form of a draft resolution her proposal that the twenty-sixth session of the

e

Commission should be exténded by a further week.

e

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the
preparation of the draft convention was an important and complex task which would

' take time, but achievements at the current session of the Working Group and the
Commission augured well for the final result. It was clear that much remained to be
done, and she therefore felt that the agenda for the twenty-sixth gessibn should be:
as short as pos;ible, so as to facilitate a detailed study of the draft. She did

AT
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(Mrs. Nikolaeva, USSR)

not think it sppropriate to request an extension of the session by a further week,
since that would involve financial implications and the Organization was at present
following a policy of avoiding further expenditures. '

The CHAIRMAN put draft resolution E/CN.6/L.66T, as smended by the sponsors,

to the vote.
Draft resolutlonLJjCN 6/L.667, as amended, was adopted by 27 votes to none.

STUDY ON THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF THE STATUS OE WOMEN AND FAMILY PLANNING
(agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN,G/L.668) , o \

. Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic), introducing draft resolution
E/CN.67L.668; said that it contained the views expressed by the various delegations
during discussion of the item on the interrelationship of the status of women and
family planning, as well as the points raised by the Assistant Secretary-General for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, in her capacity as Special Rapporteur,
in the documentation submitted by the Secretary-General. Referring to draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.668 in detail, she said that the sponsors had decided to change
the word ?ﬁarents", in the second line of paragraph 2 (a) and the first line of
- paragraph 2 () ’ to the word "individuals". Furthermore, they hed decided to add the
following phrase to the end of paragreph 2 (b): "and for their total integration in
 social and economic development at all levels" Am the end of paragraph 3, the
phrase "in order to obtain equal representation of men and women" had been added,
paragraph 3 (a) should be amended to reed "... the access of women to education,
appropriate maternity and infant health services, vocational training «eo". The
sponsors had asgreed to replace the word "edual" in the first line of paragraph 5 with
the word "appropriate". She was;certain that the sponsors had taken the concern of

the members of the Commission into account in draft resolution E/CN.6/L.668.

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-Genersl for Social Development and
Humenitarien Affairs) informed the sponsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.668 that, in
the second preambular paragraph, the date of General Assembly resolution 2683 (XXV)
had erroneously been given as 8 January 1971. The date given should be
11 December 1970.

[eee
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A Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America), referring to the amendment to
paragraph- 5 introduced by the sponsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.668, said that
the word "equal' was more emphatic than the word "appropriate" and would better
serve the Commission's purposes. '

 Mrs, NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked thet the
fourth preambular paragraph should be deleted from draft resolution E/CN.6/L.668,
since it bore no relation to reality, at least in her own country. It was the

population that created meterial values, and it was impossible not to welcome newl
members of the population. She did not understand why the word "parents" should be.
replaced by the word "individuals" in paragraph 2 and said that she would prefer
the original version of that paragraph. 'She proposed that paragraph 2 (b) should
be amended to read "... exercise this right promote the status of women;
irrespective of any demographic considerations". She proposed that paragraph 2 (c)
should be deleted. The planning of development should take into account the needs
of the population and not vice .versa. The words "as a basic document" should be
deleted from paragraph 4 for reasons of courtesy. The QOmmiSSion on the Status of
Women could not give instructions to the Population Division, which was not
subordinate to it. Lastly, the word "equal" in the first line of paragraph 5"shoﬁ1d :
be replaced bx‘the word "adequate". “ \ \ |

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United_Kingdam) congratulated the sponsors of-the draft
resolution. She said that paragraph 2 (c) was open to many interpretations.v,She
suggested that the text follow1ng the word "programmes", should be replaced with thel

 words "can succeed only in conJunctlon with other measures vwhich will also 1mprove
the status of women" ' g
In parasgraph 3 (b), the words "infent and child" should be replaced w1th the l
words "maternal, infant and child". ’
In paragraph 4, the word "basic" might be replaced with the word "background" ‘
it would be presumptuous to suggest that the report should be dlstrlbuted as‘a U
basic document of the Conference.: | o
Lastly, she supported the United States Suggestlon that the word "equal""

should be retained in paragraph 5.

i
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\ Mrs. HUVUNANDANA (Thailand) recommerded the Commiasion to adopt draft
resolution’ E/CN.6/L.668. and announced thot her delegation wished to become a

sponsor.

Mrs. .NOOR (Indonesma) sa;d that she would support the draft resolutlon,
as amended but asked whether it would not be better to begin paragraph 2, as
amended by the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union, w1th the word "Aff1 ing"
1nstead of "Affirms" and to include it"as the: final preambular paragraph.
She suggested that in paragraph 3, the words "to use the report of the Spec1a1

_ Rapporteur as’'a guideline" should be inserted- after the words "Member States" in

the first llne, the rest of the paragraph remaining unchanged.
“She agreed with the United Klngdom that paragraph 4 should refer to &

"background document" rather than a "basic document".

She suggested that paragraph 5 should contain instead of the words "provide

" appropriate representation for women", the words "include a broad representation of

qualified women". The words "promote and sponsor" in paregraph 6 should be replaced.

with the word "support". -

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) felt that one of the most importent
'contfibutions the Commission could make would be to achieve equal representation for
women throughout the United Nations system, at international conferences, and
elsewhere and that point should be made vigorously and firmly.

Mrs. HOOGSTOEL-FABRI (Belgium) supported the Indonesian proposal to
replacekthe words "promote and sponsor" with the word "support" in paragraph 6.

She proposed that the word used in paragraph 5 should be not "appropriaté" but

"equifable".

} Miss TYABJI (India) said that her country had always supported family
planning, which was a matter of particular interest to it; she could not fully
‘agree with the comments of the representative of the Soviét Union. She proposed a
'Recognizing

also that for many countries the current and continuous rapid populatioh growth has

new text for the fourth preambular paragraph, reading as gollows: !

' ereated serious problems both for the advancement of women and for development,".
She supported the United Kingdom proposal on paragraph 2 (c); at the same time,

she said that many countries would find it difficult to solve their problems in the

./...
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(Miss Tyabji, India)

wa& suggested in paragraph 3 (b). They should be left free to solve those
problems according to their asbilities and in whatever way they found most
suitable. She agreed that paragraph 4 should refer to a "background document®.
She supported the Indonesian proposal on paragraphvs and said that the insistehce
of the Uhited States on retaining the word "equal" might cause problems for some
of the developing countries. Mbreover, that klnd of equality could prove
disastrous, since experlence indicated that in countries which tried to apply it,

it tended to divide the population into ‘separate compartments.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Laberla) supported the amendment proposed by the
representatlve of the Sov1et Un1on to retain the word "parents" in paragraph 2 (b).

She also supported the United Kingdom emendments to paragraphs 2 (c), 3 (b) and L,
With regard to paragraph 5, her delegation had no difficulty with the word
"equal", which could have both quantitative and qualitative connotations. She

announced that her delegation wished to become a sponsor of the .draft resolution.

‘Mrs. DAES (Greece) said that she recognized the difficulties inherent in
drafting saqh a'eomprehensive resolution on such a broad and coﬁplex subject.
- The draft resolution caused her‘delegation some difficulties, but since it was an
"important docurent, her delegation would support it if the words Mrrespective of
any demographic. con51derat10ns" were deleted from paragraph 2 (b). The change
- would not give rise to controversy and would not alter the substance of the
resolut;on, but the Commission should not meke suggestlons to countrles in matters
of demographlc porlcy. '

She supported the amendment’ proposed by Indla, the United Klngdom proposal

‘. on paragraph 3 (b) ‘and the prOposal by the Uhlted States to retain the word "equalf'
in paragraph 5. v o Lo . ‘ ‘ ‘ “

Mr. VALTASAARIN (Flnland) said that, as a sponsor of the draft

~ resolution, he was grateful for the amendments proposed. He would however HE?E‘

to consult the other sponsors before a declslon on those amendments could be taken,i

and he belleved that Mbnday mornlng would be the best tlme to do so. _ _“
- He pointed out a technlcal con31derat10n in connexlon with paragraph h Tné.;]

paragraph requested the Secretary-General to dlstrlbut %o MEmber‘States the t;

: ) . - ) o T Ao f s e
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(Mr. Vaitasaarin, Finland)

report of the Special Rapporteur on the third preparafory meeting to be held in
early March. The Economic and Social Council was due to meet in April. The
Commission could take a decision and include it in its report.

In connexion with parazraph 2 (b), he pointed out that everyone was an
"individuel" before being a parent and that individuals must begin family planning
before they became parents.

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretﬁry-Generai for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) said that the topic of family planning had appeared in
United Nations documents since 1966. The documents sometimes spoke of "parents",
sometimes of "couples" and sometimes of "individuals". Some pecple felt that the
expression "future parents" might be used instead of "parents'.

She had pointed out to the Commission in connexion with demographic policies
that every country had the right to decide its own policy: what was meant in
paragreph 2 (b) was that demographic policies should be adopted irrespective of
" whether a countfy was overpopulated or underpopulated.

The expression "a basic document" in paragraph 4 had been intended to
indicate a background document. She agreed with the representative of Finland
that the document for the World Population Conference would have to be submltted |
%irst to the Population Commlsslon, but it was sufficient for the report to

" mention the wish that it should be submitted. '

; Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of %ov1et Socialist Republlcs) agreed w1th the
fourth preambular paragraph proposed by India but caxegor;cally opposed the

inclusion of the word "guideline" in paragraph 3 as proposed by Indonesia, She had
the greatest respect for the work of the Repporteur, but the adoption of a

demographic policy for a country was 2 matter for that country alone to decide.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) proposed that the words "in out-of-school"
should be deleted from paragraph 3 (c) and that the words "for both in-school and

out-ofhschool youth" should be inserted after the word "levels

Mrs. DAES (Greece) said that she was grateful for the explanatlon given
but insisted on the deletion of the words "irrespective of any demograph1c policy"
from paragraph 2 (b). She asked the sponsors to recon81der their p051t10n and

'/.l.
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(Mrs. Daes, Greece)

.

accept her proposal; otherwise she would request & separate vote on those

words.

Mrs. SIPIL? (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and
‘Humanitarian Affairs; repeated that the concept was not a new one and that it had
elready been approved by %he General Assembly in the Declargtion on Social Progress
and Development. |

Mr. VALTASAARIN (Finland) said that hls delegatlon was open to any
suggestions. He asked that a vote should not be taken unt11 necessary.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the sponsors of the draft resolutlon should
meet and submlt a revised text at the fb110w1ng meeting.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that no one need fear the word "equal", which.

gave more force to the idea qontained in paragraphys;

The meeting rose at 6.20 p.m.

A
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619th meeting Monday, 28 January 197k,
at 11.30 a.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
THEIR INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 7) (continued):

(a) Activities of the specialized agencies to promote the advancement of women:
consideration of a draft resolution (concluded) (E/CN.6/L.671)

Miss CHATON (France) introduced draft resolution E/CN.6/L.671 on behalf
of the sponsors. In preparing the text, the sponsors had taken account of the
recommendations contained in the reports submitted to the Commission by UNESCO in
the study on the equality of access of girls and women to education in the context
of rural development (E/CN.6/566/Rev.l) and on the activities of UNESCO of special
interest to women (E/CN.6/580). 1In view of the importance of education in efforts
to promote the advancement of women and their integration in development, they had
considered it necessary to submit to the Economic and Social Council the
recommendations in paragraphs 1 and 2. She read out those paragraphs and drew
~ attention to the fact that in paragraph 2 the words "Internetional Education Year"
should be replaced by the words "International Women's Year".

Miss TYABJI (India) congratulated the spoﬁsors on havihg prepered a very
important resolution. Her delegation, which‘wculd like to co-sponsor the draft,
- gsuggested that the word "pre-school" should be inserted before the word "primery"
in paragraph 1 (a). ‘ '

‘ Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) requested that her delegation be added to the list
of sponsors. Implementation of the provisions of the draft resolution would greatly
benefit the peoples of the developlng countrles,

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) said that her delegatlon wished to congratulate
the sponsors. of the draft resolution. The develop;ng‘countrles, in particular,
attached great importance to education, which was the key to the attainment of
- equality between men and women in all sectors of life. Liberia wqﬁld be proud‘tb ’

co-sponsor the draft resclution.

Mrs. ALDAY (Ph111pp1nes) welcomed the draft resolutlon and requested that

‘ her delegatlon be added to the llst of sponsors.

B
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Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) said that her delegation would be
very pleased to co-sponsor the draft resolution, the provisions of which went to
the heart of the problem of increasing women's participation in the important areas
specified in the text.

Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) congratulated the sponsors on their work and requested
that Guinea be added to the list of sponsors.

Mrs. OBA (Japaun) proposed that the words "and ILO" be added after "UNESCO"
in the introductory phrase of.paragraph 1. ‘

Miss CHATON (France) said that she was not sure whether UNESCO and ILO
conducted Joint projects in all the areas specified in paragraph 1. ILO was |
mentioned in subparagraph (c) because there had been a joint ILO/UNESCO conference
on equal educational opportunities for girls and women. She suggested, therefore,
"that it might be more prudent to ;eave the phrase as drafted.

Mrs. OBA (Japen) withdrew her propoeal and requested that Japan be added

to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies) requested an
explanation of the meaning of paragraph 2 of the draft.

Miss CHATON (France) explained that what was involved was the allocation
of budgetary resources within the UNESCO budget; there would be no modification of

| the generalbplan of the'budget. A study made on the situation of women in the

United Nations and specialized agencies had shown that in UNESCO, and the other

agencies, the number of women, particularly in senior posts, was still very small, -

The sponsors were therefore requesting that es large a share as possible of UNESCC'

budget resources be used to further the co-ordinated efforts of the 0rgan1zat16n 5 :

various departments for the benefit of the women staff. .

Mrs NIKOLAEVA (Unlon of Soviet Soclallst Republlcs) sald that her
delegatlon could support the draft resolution. She suggested, however, that the

words "in the allocation of its- budgetary resources"” be 1nserted between the words'

"devote" and "as" in paragraph 2.

' Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand) proposed that the words and teacher tralnlng f
be added after thé word "education" at the end of paragraph 1 (a) T :

Miss CHATON (France) said that the sponsors could accept the amendments 4tf
: proposed by the delegatlons of Indla, ‘the Sov1et Unlon and Thalland. ' :

k.
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The CHAIRMAN said that, in the absence of any objection, she assumed
that the Commission wished ‘to adopt draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T1, as amended,

by consensus,

It was so decided.

(a) IHPLEMFNTATIOH OF A PROGRAMMP OF covcnn ED INTEPNATIONAL ACTIGN (contlnued)
(B/CH.6/L. 670) . * o ‘ AN

Mrs., MARTE de BARRIOS (Domlnmcan Republlc) introduced draft resolutlon
E/CN.6/L.670, the various peragraphs of which were self-explanatory. Tt was

unthinkable that 1n organizations such as the ‘United Natlons and the specialized
‘agencies the 51tuatlon with resnect to the appozntment of women to sultable
pos1t10ns, partlcularly senior and pollcy-mak1ng p051t10ns, should remaln

unsatlsfactory.

Mrs. HOOR (Indone31a) asked why the sponsors of the draft resolution
had confined themselves to the questlon of the advancement .of women within the
organizations of the United Hatlons system, Surely the Commission shou;d also urge
Governments to ensure that as many women as possible participated in the preparation
‘of national plans. ' ' | '

Ly

. Mrs, NIKOTAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), supported by
Mrs.\HUSSEIN‘(Egypt), proposed that consideration of the draft resolution be
deferred until the following day. ?he text.had only just been dietributed and
delegations had not had time to study it properly.

It was so deoided.’

STATEIENT BY THB UUDEP-SECRFTARY-G;HERAL FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Mrs., oIPILA (Asszstant Secretary-General for Social. Development and
Humanltarlan Affairs) sald she ‘was glad to see that the 1ntegrat10n of women in the
uevelopment effort had started in the Unlted Natlons Secretarlat wlth the transfer
of the Section on the Status of Women from the Dlvzslon of Human nghts to the
Department of Lconomic and Socisl -Affairs. '

In response to a request from the representatlve of Indone51a, she had
'prepared copies of the document settlng out the terms of reference of the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and of a letter from the Under-
r'Seeretary-Genera; for Economic and Social Affairs circulated at the time when the

; Centre had been set up. . L
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Since the Commission uas one of the intergovernmental organs served by the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, she felt that it was appropriate that the
Under-Secretary-General for Lconcmic and Social Affairs should'be acquainted with
the work of the Commission and that the Commission should know something of the

Under-Secretary.Genersl's view.

‘- Mr, de SEYNES (Under-Secretery-General for Economic and Social Affairs)

said that the Commission on the Status of Vomen had originally been included within
the terms of reference of the Department of Xconomic and Social Affairs, At that
time, its activities had been integrated with other development activities,
Although there had subsequently been a separation, experience had shown that
re1ntegrat1on would be useful. Concepts of economic and social development had
chenged rapidly in recent years and there was & growing realization of the need to
- give greater prominence to human resources s the foundation of eny economfc and
social development effort. In such a context, the factors affecting women in the
developing countries could not be ignored, .The same could be said for the
so-called developed countries, where there was still considerable room for |
development. Part1c1patlon in initiating and carrylng through soc1a1 policies was
closely linked to the famlly structure, where women played the predomlnant role. '
Other bodies of the United Natlons famlly were also show1ng a growing interest in
the roie of women in development.‘ ) ,

The key to economic progress vas social organization. ConseQuently; the role
of women and the need to develop that role must be taken into acecount when viewing
women both as the agents of productlon and development and as the beneflclarles.
It was 1nportant to con31der, as- the time fOr the Ubrld Population: Conference
'approached whether sufficient atten+1on was belng glven to the role of women..
Fallure to take that factor into’ account vas the source of meny obstacles. ‘w
Noreover, the approach had often been too 11m1ted and the 1mportance of the N
population explosion had been realized too late, The adjustment to: certaln asﬁetts“
of the problem‘— the role of women in the social transformat10n5~that would have toif
-take place and the need to control demographic pressure in the future - was not yet;;
" complete, It was partly in order to make that adjustment that the unlfled approach'_
to development had been adonted. The field was one in whlch no reclpes “for: 1nstant~”
success could be offered but with the help of bodles llke the Comm1s51on, progressfj

,could be more rapld than .in the past «:“ FREEEIA et
| °"fiV...fj”
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The forthcoming International Women's Year was of vital importance to the
United Nations because it would coincide with the mid-term review and‘appiaisal of
the Second Development Decade. In connexion with the possible revision of the
Strategy, the Assisteant Seeretary-Generel for. Social. Development and Humanltarlan
Affairs had polnted out that there had -been only a passing refErence in the
Strategy tc the role of women. He hoped that the Commlseeon would help to pave the
way for s revision of the Sﬁfategy. 1975 was also the year in which a special
session of the General Assembly would be held to deal w1th development questlons.{
An attempt ‘would be made at that time to make an over-all assessment’ of the
existing 1nst;tuxlonal system, which admittedly did not do justice to the role of
women. The eurrent session of the Commission was an importeht'preparatory step for
the events of 1975, | ' ‘ )

He wished the Comm1ss1on every success in-its work.

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda 1tem 8)
(E/CN.6/586, E/CN.6/NGO/255) A
Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Soclal Development and

Humanitarian Affairs) introduced the.report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/586),
which had been prepared in pursuance of the requests contained in paragraphs 6 and T
of Economic and Social Council resolution 1687 (LII). )

Paragraphs 4 and S of the report enumerated the sources ef 1nformat10n used in
its preparatlon. A brief outline of the nature of’ the report was glven in
. paragraphs 6 and T. B _

Chapter I.A was very'important and should be read in conjunction with the
annex to the documentr whieh réproduced the provisions with respecf to the protection
- of women and children contained in ‘the draft additional Protocols to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 and commentarles on those Protocols by the -

~‘1Internatlonal Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) The draft additional Protocols
" were to be revised and adopted at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on the

,‘Reafflrmatlon and Development of International Humanltarlan Law. The first o
addltlonal draft Protocol covered the protectlon of v1ct1ms of 1nternatlonal armed
confllctsg‘the séecond add1t10nal draft Protocol covered,the protection of victims

 of non-internationel armed conflicts. She drew the attenticn of the Commission to

3 N . LY . i ./...
. R R e
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pameéraphs 15 and 16 of the renort; vhich indicated the changes that had been made
in the draft Prqtdcolsksince the Commission's previous session. :
Chapter IItdealt with measures: taken to develop ways and means of rendering gll
possible humEniterien'suppoft‘to the.women and children referred to in Economic and
Soeiel Council resolution 1687 (LIi) and\wae essentially an ‘analysis of information
received. Chapter III was devoted to information received on the conditicn of
women and children in particular situations of emergency and armed conflict in the
struggle for peace, self-determination,. national’ 11berat10n and independence.
Information had been received :from three Governments only, and the report had also
used.1nformatlon»rece1ved from United Nations. hodies or available in official
United Nations reports and other documents as well as from a number of international
non-governmental organizations. In compiling the report, the Secretarist had
concluded that some sction was needed to give women and cnildren better protection
in situations of emergenéy~end armed conflict; and that public opinion and all
concerned needed to be fully aware of the special nardships suffered by women and
chi;dren in such situations: Chapter IV contained a number of specific suggestions

for the consideration of the Commission.

Mrs. ANDEEI (Romania) said that her country's position on the item under
consideratien~should_be viewed in the light of its work for the maintenance and \
Strengthening opreace,~the.elimination of force in international relations and the
encouragement of independence and self-determination for peoples under colonial or
_other foreign domination. In order to end the widespread colonialism end racism in
southern Africa, it gave every support and assistance to the national liberation
movements and had recognized the Government of Guinea-Bissau.

Her delegetlon supported the Comm1351on s efforts to ensure effectlve
protectlon for women and ch:ldren in s1tuatlons of emergency and armed confllct in
the struggle for peace, se1fhdeterm1nat10n, national 11berat10n and independence,
'»and felt that it was essential to guarantee special protectlon of their rights and
humen dignity. The excellent report in dpcument E/CN.6/586 revealed the concern of
rany Governments and international organizations that existing rules of 1nternat10nal
humanitarian law should Be developed and strengthened. It‘wasbalsb clear from the
report, and in perticular fromvparagrapns 108 to 119, that those rules were being

‘\_ -

/e..
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flouted in southern Africa. Thus, the need to develop and implement the relevant

° rules had been amply documented and, in that contexﬁ, e tribute should be paid to

" the work of ICRC in connexion with the draft Protocols additional to the fSeneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949. Her delegation noted with satisfaction that, in
reviewing those drafts, ICRC had taken account of the many proposals concerning the
protection of women and children in armed conflicts submitted to the second session
of the Conference of Government Experts on the Reaffirmatior and Development of
International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts. It hoped that the
Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International
Humanitarien Law, to be held in Geneva from 20 Febrvary to 29 March 19Th, would
‘adopt rules ensuring the maximum protection for women and children. The Commission
‘ shouid also_contribute to the efforts to ensure protection for women and children
in emergency and armed confliet, in the struggle for self-determination and
independence, end to secure the strict implementation of obligations assumed by
States under the 1925 Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Usé»of
Bacteriological Methods of Werfare and the Geneva Conventions of 19h§ and other
rules of humanitarian law embodied in international instruments. Her delegation

was ready to support any action by the Commission to that end.

The CHAIRMAN said thet the representative of the All Africen Women's
Conference had asked to sddress the Commission on the item under discussion, If

she heard no objection, she would take it that the Commission wished to invite the
representative of the All African Women's Conference to make a statement. |

It was so egreed.

Mrs. DIALLO (All African Women's Conference) said that her orgenization,
which grouped the women's organizations of Africen liberation movementé, was -
deeply concerned ébout the protection of women and children in emergency and armed

confliét in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and
‘indepéndence.' In its view, that protection could te fully guaranteed only through
_the advent of natiomel independence and the. elimination of raciasl discrimination,
colonialism and ggarfheid.-_lt wished to stress the need for effective action to
implement the rules ensuring the protection of women and children, who were always
" the first victims in situations of emergency and armed conflict,

s

[een.
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Accordingly. her organization approved of the suggestions made by a number
of delegations, and by the specialized agencies. It considered that new measures
vere needed as ; matter of urgency until a convention could be prepared, and that
it would be desirable for the Commission to make a start on preparing a declaration.

. It ‘'strongly éupported thé draft submitted by the Women's International Democratic

Féderation and hoped that it would be given due consideration. °

Her organization also supported paragraph 124 of document E/CN.6/586
concerning a draft declaration on thé,proteeﬁion of women and children in emergency
and armed conflict for adoption and proclamation by the General Assembly. At a
more practical level, the secretariambof the All African Women's Conference planned
an extensive campaign of assistance for the liberation movements of Guinea-Bissau,
Mozambique and Angola, and had organized food and medical supplies for the women
and children in those regions. It was launching an information campaign to denounce
Portugal for its use -of napalm against the civilian population and the massacre of
women and children. Her delegamion was convinced that the Commission could speed
up the elaboration of suitable instruments to ensure the protection of innocent
women and children. ‘

Tﬁe mééting rose at 12.55 p.m.

[eos
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620th meeting Monday, 28 Januarf 197k,
; at_3.40 p.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda item 8)
(continued) (E/CN.6/586; E/CN.6/NG0/255)

+

Mrs. LI Su~-wen (China) said that the protection of women and children in
emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, selfhdeterﬁination, national
liberation and independence was a question of great importance because it concerned
the lives and security of millions of women and children.

Although no new world war had broken out since 1945, local armed conflicts
caused by the imperislist, colonialist and racist policy of aggression had never
ceased. During those wafs of sggression and armed conflicts, imperialists,
colonialists, racists and Zionists had persecuted and slaughtered defenceless
women and children. In Indo-China, in Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos, imperialists had
carried out countless massacres and bombings. In the Middle East, the Israeli
Zionists, with the support of imperialism, had unleashed four wars of aggression
within 25 years, occupying'large tracts of Arab territory and driving Palestinians
and other Arab peoples from their homeland where they hed lived for generations.

As a result, innumerable women and children had been forced to leave their native
léﬁds homeless and destitute. In Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Azania, Namibia
and Zimbabwe, where the people were fighting for self-determinastion and national
liberation, large numbers of African women and children were persecuted and
sometimes even massacred by the colonialist troops and were subjected to the abuses
of apartheld and discrimination and to persecution and 111—treatment The
imperialists, colonialists and racists did not comply with the provisions of'
internstional conventions relating to the protection of women and children in
emergency and armed conflict. Accordlngly, it was necessary actively to mobilize
world publ1c oplnlon and urge women of varlous countries to unite and unanimously
condemn the crimes committed by the 1mper1allsts, colonialists and racists in
violation of international conventions. Women must stand fdgether'with the people
of their own countries and with all progressive peoples to prevent those acts of
agegression and punish the criminals so as to compel them to abide by international
conventions. Only in that way could the interests of women add children be

safeguarded. . . /
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The Chinese women deeply sympathized with women and children living under the
terror of imperialism, colonialism and racism and strongly condemned all those who
prerpetrated those crimes of aggression. The People's Republic of China had ratified
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Geneva Protocol of 1925. It had consistently
advocated the protection of civilian persons, including women and children, in ermed
conflict and had always denounced slaughter and persecution.

While discussing the measures to be adopted to protect women and children in
armed conflict, the Commission should seek out the causes of contemporary armed
conflicts in order to eliminate the threat to the lives and security of women and
children and to protect their basic rights and interests. The contradictions in
the world were becoﬁing accentuated, particularly the contradiction between
imperialism and colonialism, on the-one hand, and the oppressed nations and peoples
on the other hand, and the contradictions between the imperialist countries
themselves, especially the two super-Powers. Imperialism, colonialism, racism,
Zionism and particularly hegemonism hed been responsible for incessant aggression
against the peoples of various countries, particularly those of the third world,
and for other forms of dominatién, including interference in internal affairs.
Imperialism was the root cause of contemporary armed conflicts. The rivalry
between the two super-Powers and the resulting arms race constituted a grave menace
to the peace and security of the people of the whole world. Only by opposing
 imperialist wars of aggression and the super-Powers' arms build-up would it be
possible to ensure the protection 6f'women and children.

In order to hide the expansion of their arsenals, their war preparations and
their rivalry for nuclear superiority, the two nuclear super-Powers were trying
their best to create a false impression of détente. While hawking disarmament,
they'were expanding their arsenals daily. One could not help asking why, if they
really wanted disarmament and the relaxation of tension, they did not show their
good feith, for instance, by withdrawing their large numbers of troops from abroad,'
dismantling their military bases on the "soil of other countries and undertaklng not
to be the first to use nuclear‘weapons; particularly against countries without -
‘nuclear weapons and nuclear-weapon-free zones. 3

Confronted with such a situation, her delegatlon believed that women should
sharpen their vigilance and, together with all people, relentlessly expose the
super-Powers' sham disarmament and real arms build-up, sham détente and real war
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preparations and sham assistance and real control; they shou}d resolutely oprose
the super-Povers' acts of aggression, expansion, occupation and control of other
countrles. Only thus would it be possible to orotect the fundamental iﬂterest«
of women and children and create the conditions essential for their securltv.

In conclusion, her delegation held that it was necessary to draw a strict
distinction between Just wars and unjust vars when spesking of the protection of
women and children in armed conflict. It was entirely Just fpr the pepples and
nations of Indo~-China, the Middle East and Africe and other oppressed nations and
peoples to take up arms in self-defence against the aggréssion unleashed by
imperialism, colonialism, hegemonism, racism and Zionism. The Chinese people hed
consistently and resolutely supnorted the jJust strugeles waged by ovpressed nations
and peoples and were deeply convinced that e just cause enjoyved abundant support
while an unjust cause found little support. With the support of the people of
the whole world, the Just struggles of the veople and women of various countries
agalnst aggres51on and for national 1nd@nendence and llberatlon vere bound to be
v1ctor1ou 1y N0 matter what difficulties they might encounter, Only th;1r complete
victory could guarantee the lives and security of the women and children in the

regions concerned.

Mrs. MARINKEVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) pointed out
that her delegetion hed been among those which had asked that the qeustion of the

protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle

for peace, self-determination, national liberation and indevendence should be
placed on the agenda of the Commission's twenty-fifth session.

Under resolution 1687 (LII) of the Tconomiec and Social Council, the Secretary-
General was requested to consider, in thé light of the results of the work done
in that resPéct within the framework of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the desirability of draftihg a declaration on the subject. Her delegation
for its part was resolutely in favour of drafting such a declaration. The
question of the protection of women and children continued tg be a matter of keen
concern in many regions. In Indo-China the civilian population, particularly
wonien and children,;had suffered considerably from bombings, massacres and

destruction that had left them homeless and without means of existence as a result

/oo
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inter alia of the defoliation campaigns or damege to the irrigation systems. In
Cambodice the same distressing situation continued to exist and 2ll who were iu
camps and prisons were ill-treated. In Angola, Mozambique, Guinen-Bissau and in
the territories where the people were fighting for national liberation and
independence, the vietims of heinous crimes were too numerous to count. Recently,
. barbaric acts had been commitied by the Portﬁguese in violation of the mest
clementary humanitarian provisions of the Geneva Conventions. In the villages of
those territories womeﬂ and children were frequently the victim; of bloody reprisals.
Chapter III of document E/CN.6/586 céntained numerous examples of torture,
ill-treatment, etec., inflicted on vomen and children in parficular;

Morecver, Israel's aggressive policy and the conflicts it had triggered hed
brought great suffering to the eivilian Arab population, mainly to the women and
children, and had left meny victims. The occupation of territories had forced a
large number of women and children to seek refuge elsewhere in conditions of
hardship. .

In Chile the military junta had wiped out democracy and had introduéed a
reign of terror. Thousands of people were locked up in the prisons of Santiago
and as a result of the unemployment and the rise in prices many were in a very
difficult situation.

The adoption of supplementary measures for the protection of wemen and
children in emergency and arned conflict, bearing in mind the Ceneva Conventions
of 1949 and the two draft texts of an additioual protocol, was imperative and
her delegation urged that a declaration shoﬁld be drafted. The Commission could
take as its starting point the draft Declaration submitted by the Women's | .
;nternational Democratic Federation in document E/CN.6/NGO/255. i

Mrs. ROMO ROMAN (Chile) asked to exercise her right of reply at the

next meeting., ‘ ‘ R

?XPLOITATION OF LABOUR THROUGH TLLICIT AND CLANDESTINE TRAFFICKING (agenda. iten 9)
E/CN.6/582)

The CHAIRMAN asked the Deputy Director to introduce the note by the

Secretary-General relating to the exploitation of labour through illicit and

clandestine trafficking.

/..
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«irs. BRUCE (Deputy Director of the Centre for Social Development and
tumsaitarian A7frdirs) stated that the note by the Secretary-General (E/CH.6/582)
B . valgoreand paper for the Cowmission and that the latter was considering
e guaestion in accordance with resolution 1789 (1LIV) of the TFeonomic and Social
Counecil., The Sub--Commission on the Prevention of.ﬂiscriminatioh and Protection
of ifiinorities and the Commission on Human Rights hod heen asked to consider the
question. The discussion that had taeken place in the Commission on MHuman Rights
had focused on two aswnects, namely illicit and clandesttne trafflcklnu in forelvn
labour and the discriminatory treatment of forelgn and mlnrant workers in

“receiving countries, qnestlons vhich had also been c0n51dered by the International
Labour Organisation. _ ' .

She drew the Commission's attention particularly to tﬁe plight of yoﬁng\ »
girls and women who were lured into lives of prostitution by false promises of
overseas jobs. The Commission should also give its attention to the work of the
Sub--Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of tinorities ‘
descrlbeu in parawraphs 1T to 2k of the note by the Secretary .General , particularly
in paragraph 21. The Sub-Cormission had entrusted one of its members with.the
task of preparln » in co-operation with the Secretarlat, a study on the ouestlon
of the exploitation of lahour through illicit and clandestine trafficking &nd
submitting it to the Sub-.Commission at its twenty-seventh session. ‘

The note by the Secretary-General suggested that the United Nations agencies
and‘bodles working in that field should be reguested to pay particular attention
to the question and to report to the Commission on the Status of Women at its

next session.

The CHAIRVWAN said that, if she heard no objection, she would give the

floor to the representative of the International Alliance of Women under rule 76

of the Commission's rules of procedure.

Mrs. LIPKOWSKI (International Alliance of Women) said that the

organization which she represented was fighting for the dignity and respect of
women and the elimination of all forms of slavery. Frostitution was a form of
slavery and a social scourge vhich had its origin in unfortunate personal, social

or econonic situations. Some female occupations were particularly apt to draw

[ons
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women into the v1c10us cycle ol the white slave trade, and exemplary nunlqhment
should be meted out against those who engaged in that trade. Traffic in iromen
was not deterred by national or continental frontiers: on the pretext of
recruiting labour or orgenizing artistic tours, transfers were mrie by 21l mesns
of transpott. That explained the pressing need for highly organized national
actioﬁ in all countries and for strong international co-ordination among eflfective

-

pssociations. At its congress in New Delhi, the International Alliance of Yomen

o

had prooosed that internetionsl action in the spirit of the Convention aﬁopted on
2 December 1°h0 snould be 1n1t1atpd an@ an international Jurlsdlct1on eqtabllshod
to supervise 'the 1mp1ementatlon of the Convention. '

In the short term a list must be made of the countries thet had‘not acceded

to the Conventicn of 2 Decenher 19h9 in order to make it mossible to take various
steps to check the routes used in the vhite slave and drug traffic, and keep e
closer watch on frontiers, ports, airports and pleasure caft. The last INTERPOL
Congress had strongly empnaﬁlzed the imnortnﬁoe of drugs and their close | ‘
relationship with. the vhite olave trade and world crlmmnallty in connex1on +ith

the international trafflc‘ln women, .

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR (a.genda. item 3) (contmued) (E/CN.6/5T6) , .

‘ Mrs. § ULPILA (A351stant Secretary-Ceneral for Social Develomment and
Hﬁmaﬁita}ian Affa;rs) said that she vou;d bhe unable po attend the Commission's
next meétings but wished to point out, the particuler importance of International
Viomen's Yeaf.. The recommendations which the Commission would adépt in that
connexion were eagerly awaited and would have & éohsiderable influenée on the

future of the entire world. o .

The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m.

B e
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621st meeting Tuesday, 29 January 19Th,
at 11.25 a.n.

Chairmen: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN announced that two meetings would be held the following day,
Wednesday, and one morning meeting on Thursday, at the end of which the Commission
would have completed its work on all items on the agenda. No meetings would be
held on Thursday afternocon or on Friday morning, so that the Secretariat would be
able to complete the preparation of the Commission's report. On Friday afternoon,
at the last meeting of the qession, the Commission would consider the report.

The meeting might last until 8.30 p.m.

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION VO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
THEIR INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT (agenda item T) (contlnued) N

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION (concluded)
(E/CN.6/L.665/Rev.1, E/CN.6/L.670)

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominicen Republic) noted that she had introduced
draft resolution E/CN.6/L.670 at the previous morning's meeting, but that
consideration of the draft resolution had been deferred until the present meéting
"at the request of the representetive of the Soviet Union.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norwaey), outlining the reaéons for which the draft
resolution (E/CN.6/L.6T0) had been dravn up, recalled thet, pursuant to previous

resolutions, Mrs. Sipila had been app01nted to her present responsible post.
However, that was not enough, and the purpose of the draft resolution was to ensure
that the various bodies involved d4id not lose sight of those previous resolutlons,
but bore in mind the need to appoint women, especially to the most senior posts.
Wpile that idea had already appeared in other resolutions of a general nature, she
felt that it was essential to adopt a resolution laying particular stress on the

importance of the matter.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) expressed appreciation to the
delegations which had joined the sponsors of the draft resolution. She proposed

that the first preambular paragraph should beAamended‘so that it would begin
"Recalling Article 8 of the United Nations Charter and" - so that the Organization

[our
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(Mrs. Marte de Barrios,
Dominican Republic)

would not place any restrictions on the eligibility of men and women to participate

under conditions of equality in its principal and subsidiary organs.

Mrs. CURLING (Costa Rica) said that she wished to join the sponsors of
the draft resolution. In paragraph 1, the words "an adequate balsnce' should be
replaced by "an equiteble balance". ‘

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) said that she also wished to join the sponsors
of the draft resolution. She suggested that & new paragraph 6 should be added, ‘
vhich would read as follows: "Requests further that the Secretary-General report
'oﬂ the status of women employed in the Secretariat at the General Service level.".

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that her
delegation supported the proposal for an increase in the number of women empl&yed
in the United Nations and in the specialized agencies in which women Were not )
adequately represented. At the same time, she wished to point out thatAdraft
resolution E/CN.6/L,6T0 made no reference to the principle of equitable geographical
distribution, a principle which should be strictly respected. Nor was any mention
‘mede of the qualifications required, or the criterion of suitability for a post.
It was not enough to state that m§n and women should be equally represented: it
should be specified thet equal representation must be ensured &t all levels. The
draft resolution did not teke account of all the prqvisions of the Charter, or of
the difficuléieslwhiéh Asian end African countries might encounter. Morebver, it
waé not easy'fof the.soéialist countries to place their nationals in posts within
the United Nations - their quotas wére not filled - and matters were even more
difficult when those countries' candidates for such posts were women. The draft
resolution primerily benefited the Western countries, and particularly those in‘;;.
which the headquerters of the_United Nations and of the specialiZéd ggenéies were

located. She reserved the right to return to the matter at a later stage.

EEIEN R

| Mrs. CADIEUX (Canada) congratulated the delegations of Norway and the
Dominicen Republic on the excellent draft they had submitted, and said that she .

wished to become a sponsor. She felt that the pfoposal made by the Soviet Union .
was & valid one, but it would be difficult to include that idea‘in a draft
- resolution on item T.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) announced that her delegation wished to become a R
sponsor of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.670. At the same time, she wished to meke a -
' . ' . . : ‘ ,/. ‘. .,v. el
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few suggestions which she felt would strengthen the basic concepts of the draft.
She proposed that, after the first preambular paragraph, a new preambuiar paragraph
shoﬁld be idded, which would read: '
"Noting with appreciation that where already ﬁomen have been appointed to
responsible positions in the United Nations system it has definitely proved to
have ‘had a positive effect on a more effective implementation of the aims and
programmes of the United Nations especially those relevant to the status of
women,". '
She also proposed that, at the end of paragraph 1, a comma should be added, followed
by the words: "at all levels in the United Nations system, international, regional
as well as national;". . Although that idea was implicit in the paragraph, she felt
that it should be given special stress. In paragraph 2, the words "and positive"
should be added after the word "flexible". |

. Mrs. HUTAR (United States of Americe) said that she hoped that the
Commission would decide to approve the draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.6T70), which was
a reflection of the Commission's guiding role in supporting women and their

aspirations.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed a number
of oral amendments to the draft resolution. In the fourth line of paragraph 1,
'following'the’words "be achieved", the words "with strict adherence to the principle
of equitable geographical distribution,"ﬁshouid'be added. In paragraph 3, the words
"estéblish an advisqry committee within their respective éecretariats to assist in
the formulation of", Vhich would have financial implications, shbuld_be'deleted and
replaced by "hold consultatidns.ﬁith a view to formulating". Finally, the following
phrase should be added at the end of paragraph 5: "bearing in mind the principle of
equitable geographical distribution within the United Netions system".

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) observed that the resolution dealt with a matter
of great ¢dncérn to the Commissioﬁ. Tﬁenty;eight years after its establishment, the'
time had come for the United Nafions to review its recruitment;and promotion
policiés and'adopt measures to ensure an equitable balance between the humber of
menrand women in senior and policy-making positions. The appointment of a female
Assistant Secretary-Gerieral had represented a significant first step'which other
United Nations bodies might wish to emulate. In order to ensure the employment of
more qualified women in senior and other profeésional positions in the secretariats .

/...
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of the United Nations system, it was essential for Governments to submit the
candidatures of qualified women for all positions, particularly at the policy-making
level. Her delegation fully endorsed the draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.6T0) and would
vcte in favour of it. '

Miss TYABJI (India) warmly supported draft resolution E/CN.6/L.670 and
congratulated the sponsors.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that most of the amendments constituted
improvements to the text and could be accepted without difficulty. Referring to the

amendments submitted by the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist -
Republics; she said that it had not been the intentioﬁ of the sponsors of the
document to change the equitable geographical distribution or the standards by which
the Secretariat was guided in hiring staff, but simply to express dissatisfaction

at the role of women within the United Nations system. If the representative of the
Soviet Union felt it necessary to insist on that amendment, there would be no
difficulty in adopting it, since it did not affect the thrust of the resolution.
However, with regard to the amendment to paragraph 3, she said that she was not
_certain fhat the paragraph in question had financial implications. Consultations
between,heads»of agencies would probably not produce results as meaningful as those
which might be achieved through the estéblishment of an advisory committee. The
request made in that paragraph was that the advisory committee should be set up
within the Secretariat; if that was done, the distribution would be more democratic.

She was not certain that paragraph 3 had financial implications.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) said that she understood that the sponsors of the draft
resolution had intended thét the advisory committee shoﬁld be composed of officials
already working within the Uhitéd‘NatiOns system, so that there would Pe no

financial implications.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, although
she felt that the explanation given'by Mrs. Bruce was satisfactory as far as
financial implications were concerned, the situation should be made clear to future
readers of the draft resolution, so as to leave no foom for doubt. The words
"yithin existing organs or committees"-might be used and, if that suggestion was

- accepted, she would withdraw her amendment; .

/eoo
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© Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) said that she shared the view
of the representative of Norway with regard to the proposed amendments to draft

resolution E/CN.6/L.670, and pointed out to the representative of the Soviet Union
that, although organs and committees concerned with the matters in question existed
within the $ecreteriat, their performance had not been outstanding, as shown by the
reports concerning the imbalance.within the Secretariat in the hiring of men and

women. Furthermore, she felt that the amendment relating to equiteble geographical

distribution presented no mejor nroblems.

\

The CHAIRMAN said that she took it that the amendments of the Philippines
and Indonesia were accepted, and suggested that the spénsors should meet with the
representative of the Soviet Union after the meeting, in order to reach an agreement

on paragraph 3.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) felt that the adoption of the
USSR amendment presented no difficulty, and asked that draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.6T0 be put to the vote.

Mrs. STABILE {Argentina) agreed with the representative of the Dominican

Republic that the suggestions nade had enriched the draft and that there was no
question of contradictions. Although the amendment concerning strict adherence to
equltable geographical dlstrlbutlon was reiterative, it strengthened the draft.
She agreed that the draft should be,put to a vote.

-

Mrs. HOOGSTOEL;FABRIF(Belgium) congratulated the sponsors of draft

resolution E/CN.6/L.670 and said that her delegation wished to be added to the list _

of sponsors.

Miss TYABJI (India) proposed that, in order to overcome the difficulties.
of the representative of the Soviet Union with regard to paragraph 3, the words
writhout any financial implications" might be inserted between the words "to
establish" and "an advisory committee". ' |
Follow1ng an exchange of views, in whlch Mrs. LASTALSRAYA (Unlﬂn of

Sov1et Socialist Republlcs) Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Soelal .
Development and Humanitarian Affalrs), Miss TYABJI (Indla) and Mrs. KOLSTAD (Nbrway)

' took part, the amendment submltted by the representative of India was adopted.

[eos



~T9- E/CN.6/sR.621

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) said that her delegation wished to be added to
the list of sponsdrs, and suggested that the words ‘such as Under-Secretary-General
and Assistant Secretary-General'' be added to the end of the fourth preambular
paragraph.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) explained that the word "national” in her amendment
referred to the offices of the UNDP resident representatives in the different

countries.

The CHAIRMAN said that, if she heard no objections, she would take it thatau
draft resolution E/CN.6/L.670 was adopted by consensus.

It was so decided.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) pointed out that, when the original text, of which

France, Liberia and her own country had been sponsors, had been proposed, a number

of representatives had asked to be added to theilist of sponsors and had proposed
additions to the text. Those amendments were reflected in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 8, 9
~and 10 of the draft, and their purpose had been to provide more specific guidelines .
for the integration of women in the over-all development effort.
She thanked the delegations of the United States and the Dominicen Republie for

their proposals, which had made the original text broader and more satisfactory.

Mrs. KASTALSAYA (Union of.Soviet Socialist Republics) asked for
clarification of paragraph 8 of document E/CN.6/L.665/Rev.l, which referred to

development programmes within the United Nations system. She felt that a specific
reference should be made to the United Nations Development Programme.

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of-hmgricg) said that’the sponsors had felt that
it would be preferable to refer to the "United Nations system” so as to cover UNDP

and the specialized agencies which also implemented development progrémmes.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that she would

be willing to accept the -words "the allocation of funds and personnel within

assistance programmes for women existing within the United Nations".

[
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Mrs. HUTAR (United States.of Amerlca) wondered whether it mlght not be
clearer to say "development programmes for women" rather than ess;stance

- -

programmes for women". N

After consultations, Mrs. HUfAR_(UhEQed States of Aﬁerice).and,
Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed on the following
wording: "allocation of funds and personhnel -within existing development
programmes for women in the United Nations system". '

The CHAIRMAN said that the sﬁoneors accepted the amendment &nd that if~
there were no objections she would take it that the Commlss1on adopted draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.665/Rev.1 by consensus. :

It was so decided. ' - . Ve

STUDY ON THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF THE STATUS OF WOMEN AND FAMILY PLANNING
(agenda item 6) (concluded) (E/CN.6/L.668/Rev.l) ¢

Mrs.tMARTE de BARKIOS (Dominicen Republic)-said that the sponsors of
* the draft resolution had acceﬁted all the amendments submitted.

Mrs. SAARINEN (Finland).said that the English text of paragraph 3 (a)
should read "meternity and 'child health, and child care".

Miss TYABJI (India) said that.tlie .draft resolution did not contain an

* . amendment to paragraph 3 (b) suggested by Indla to insert the words "and fully

ux111ze after the word "include"

The CHAIRMAN said that the sponsors accepted the amendment.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) said that her deIegation had suggested an
amendment to paragrsph 3 (c), nameiy to replace the words "and_infout-cf—scpoel
educational activities including literacy programmes" by the words "for both
in-school and out-of-school youth". . .

Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) recelled that durlng the Commlsszﬁn s dlscu531on
of document E/CN. 6/575, which constituted the basis of the draft resolutlon “under

!
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consideration, she had had the opportunity to indicate her delegation's belief
that family planning could not be viewed as & right that was independent of
national objectives relating to population policy and national development.
Indeed, the introduction of family planning would have to be preceded by a social
pol1cy aimed at ensuring, inter slia, the protectlon of the nuclear family, a .
decrease in infant mortality, care for pre-school children, the elxmanatlon of v
illiteracy and 1mproved health and housing. Such a programme,_app11ed to men as’
well as womén, could not be envisaged without a far-reaching change in the economic
structures of production and distribution. |

Argentina endorsed the second and third preambular paragraphs, as well as
'paragraph 3, its subparagrarhs and paragraph h, although 1t did not conslder the
rzport of the Speciai Rapporteur to be a background document. It also supported
paragraph 5 since it called for equal representation for women, inasmuch as all'
those paragraphs referred to basic questions relating to the preservation of
1E‘am:Ll*r cohe51on. | | |

Argentlna did not, however, endorse those paragraphs which empha51zed the
claim that it was the-peramount right of women, on an equal foot1ng\w1th men, to -
decide freeiy end responsibly on the number and spacing of their children. That
was reflected particularly in the fourth preambular paragraph and in ,
paragraph 2 (a), (b) and (c). With respect to parsgraph 6, her delegation wondered
whether Governments could be requested to support and promote act1v1t1es which were
not in accordance with their development plans.

Having expressed those reservations and desiring not to compllcate the,

Comm1ss1on s work Argentlna would abstain in the Yote on the draft resolutlon.

Mrs. HOOGSTOEL-FABRI‘(Belgium) said‘that although she supported the draft

resolutzon in general’ she wished to introduce an ‘amendment to paragraph 6 namely

to insert the words "to the .extent p0581b1e" after the words "to support -and’ **9%*;~
promote : Democratlc Governments could not assume respons1b111ty for soc1a1 and o
”polltlcal agreements the tenor of whlch mlght not c01nc1de w1th the v1ews of “
majority groups. If 1ts amendment was not accepted ‘her delegatlon would be i;;fj;;h ;f

~ compelled to request a separate vote on paragraph 6
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Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) accepted the Belgian
representative's proposal and said that if the representative of the Philippines

wished to alter the text she was prepared to accept her amendment.

Miss TYABJI (India), referring to paragraph 5, said that she had
difficulty in accepting the phrase "provide equal representation for women", as
that would create an obligation for Governments; the phrase should be replaced by

the words "try to provide equal representation for men and women".

Mrs, MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) said that the authors and
" sponsors of the draft resolution had agreed to retain the word "equel". She

requested that the rules of procedure should be applied and that draft resolution
E/CN.6/L,668/Rev.1l should be put to the vote.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) said that the purpose of her amendment was to
meke it clear which bodies would assume the responsibility for population education

throughout the world, and she maintained her smendment.

‘Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said she felt that there was no great difference
between the version of paragraph 3 (c) proposed by the representative of the

Philippines and the text as it stood.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) said that she wished the resolution to state
specifically which bodies were to be responsible for implementing the
récormendations in the draft resolution. Her amendment permitted a reelistic

approach to the questlon.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) wondered whether, by including the word "youth",

" the Phillpplne representative was® not 11m1t1ng the scope of the question, since.
there were individuals of all ages who needed population educatlon. The Indian
'rrepresentatlve should not be afrald of the word equal' The word 1mp11ed equallty-‘

between two elements, i.e., equal representatlon for nen and women.

Miss TYABJT (Indla) said that she was not afrald of the word "equal"; she

o con31dered it was . 1nappr0pr1a$e to compel Governments to ensure equal"

representatlon, since they might want a larger or smaller number of wonmen to

lpartlclpate. She w1she6 that remar? to be reflected in the records.;

_ “/.i.'.‘l i
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Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) recalled that she had
requested that draft resolution E/CN.6/L.568/Rev.l should be put to the vote.

The CHAIRMAN said that since the sponsors had accepted the oral
amendments, if there were no objections she would put draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.668/Rev.1 to the vote.

The draft resolution, as orally revised by the sponsors, was adopted by

2k votes to none, with 8 abstentions.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.




' E/CN.6/8R.622 -8l

&

622nd meeting _ Tuesday, 29 Ja:uar¥ 197k,
. a 30 2 R..

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda item 8)
(continued) (E/CN.6/586, E/CN.5/L.6T2/Rev.l, E/CN.6/NGO/255)

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that it was no
coincidence that the topic covered by item 8 of the agenda had been discussed on
more then-one occasion in the Commission. The problem was acute because there was
still much injustice and‘cfuelty in the world; in emergency situations women and
children suffered most and most often. | ‘4

The Secretary-General's report (E/CN.6/586) touched on burning questions that
the Commission could not ignore."No one could fail to agree, for example, with
WHO's comments in paragraph 40 of the report. Other anxious replies to the
SﬂBretary-General's questionnéire had been réceived from Governments, United Nations
. specialized agencies and non-governmental organlzatlons. The Commission must arrive
at appropriate practical conclusions.

The war in Viet-Nam had caused innumerable civilian casualties, most of them
women and children. Women and children had also become victims of the Arab-Israeli
conflict - one of the most dangerous sources of international tension. The
Secretary-General s report mentioned several instances of violations of human
rights by Israel in the occupled terrltorles, particularly intolerable treatment of
Arab women and the inhuman torture of children in prison. She reminded the
‘Commission of the sufferings of thousands of women snd children in Bangladesh, who
had suddenly found themselves in a foreign couuntry without any of the necessities of
life. She paid a tribute to the role played by the Government of India in assisting
#he victiﬁs,‘and to the Government of Bangladesh, which was dding everything to
restore normal conditions. . |

- The fbrces of reaction and m111tarlsm were unleashlng confllct after .conflict
in various parts of the world. Not only did they not spare women and children, they
‘gmade;themhthe prlnclpal victims. The Commission had‘already concludéd that women
_jand children; on whom the continuation of the human race depended, required special

protection at the internationsl level. | ‘

: _ \
 _ The’media and individual witnesses were bringing news of the tragic consequences

N . 7 .
N ‘ S . ./noo
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of the illegal military coup in Chile. In the space of a few months, the junta had
killed or tortured tens of thousands of patriots, including an enormous number of
women; tens of thousands of children had become orphans. World opinion would never
forgive the Chilean junta for its ignominious and fascist crimes. The aim of the
social policy of the legal Government headed by the late President Allende had been
to give the whole Chilean people, including all women, full rights in society. The
Chilean junta had destroyed all the social achievements of the working people and
continued to trample on their rights. She described other acts of cruelty committed
by the Jjunta. _

The facts cited confirmed the need to adopt a declaration .on the protection of
women and children. Such a declaration would serve as a warning to all‘reactionary,
colonial and fascist régimes, which were violating human rights and freedoms.

Her delegation expressed its gratitude to the Women's International Democratic
Federation for raising the idea of a declaration and for submitting a text for
consideration. The usefulness and timeliness of such a declaration had already
been established by Economic and Sociai Council resolutions 1515 (XLVIII) and
1687 (LII). Her delegation egreed>that the declaration should contain an appeal to
Governments to do their utmost to protect women and children from the destructive
effects of war and not to use persecution, torture, punitive measures or degrading
treatment. All forms of oppression and cruel and inhuman treatment of women and
children, including imprisonment, torture,-shooting, mass arrests, collective
punishment, destruction of dwellings and forcible eviction, committed by
belligerents in the course of military operations or in occupied territories,
should be considered criminal. She noted with satisfaction the inclusion in the _
draft additional Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions of provisions concerning »
the protection of women and children. Those Conventions would strengthen the
declaration and lend it greater weight. Her delegation would be very‘heppy to r:&‘
support the draft declaration. , : S | ‘-;“?;w.

Durlng the debate, one representatlve had tried to blame others for the tense
international situation. That representatlve had not mentloned however, that her‘t‘
country was opposed to international detente and had adopted a poeltlon 1dent1cal ;Ue‘
to that of the racists and fascists, who were oppressing the Afrlcan people, |

including women and children, by the use of terror, racial d;scr1m;nat10n,endk2 e¥}u

'«:4# /r;.f‘”
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hatred. That representative's country had voted against the Soviet proposals on
the non-use of force in international relations, the banning of the use of nuclear
weapons for all time, and thé reduction of the military budgets of the five
pernanent members of the Security Council by 10 per cent and utilization of part
of the funds thus'saved to provide assistance to the developing countries; which
ﬁould undoubtedly have alleviated the position of women and children in those
countries. That country had opposed the Soviet proposal to convene a world
disarmament conference and continued to block the work of the Special Committee set
up by the General Assembly to prepare for the conference. All that was a clear

example of failure to match words with deeds.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) reminded the Commission that the item on the

protection of women and children had been on the agenda since 1968, It had been

decided at the previous session to keep the item on the agenda and it had been
‘agreed that a declaration should be prepared.

It had been suogested that the subject had polltlcal implications and was not
relevant to the work of the Commission. However, all subjects had nolltlcal
implications; she hoped that it would bé possible to avoid conflict and to f1nd
common ground. Issues-affecting women'and children were inseparable from issues
affecting human rights in genersal. In:the past, the United Nations had been
concerned with human rlghts in condltlons of peace; it was only recently that
humanitarian principles had been taken 1nto account in connexlon w1th peace-maklng
and peace-keeping, but the first step had been taken to ensure‘a minimum
humanitarian standard in situations Of‘emergency and armed conflict. From the
p01nt of v1ew ‘of the Un1ted Natlons, efforts to ensure such standards were steps

towards making peace.? The Dcclaratlon on the Elimination of Dlscrlmlnatlon agalnst

Women and Internat1onal Women's Year had identified peace-making as a concern of the - .

: Comm1ss1on.l The item under dlscu531on was even closer ‘to the Comm1ss1on s terms of .
‘reference. ‘The Commission could not leave the problem to the non-governmental ,
organ17at1ons, vhich needed the stature and author1ty of the United Natlons to back :
'the1r efforts. The Unlted Nations could help the effort to allev1ate sufferlng,
'Alncrease publlc awareness, co-ordlnate “the work of the varlous 1nst1tut10ns
_concerned and collect facts, although it should not comnete w1th other 1nternat10nal

‘aagenc1es. LooEL o o . ' - IR /»
B . . S L R . . . . H e e e
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The Commission on the Status of Women could contribute by an expression of

concern for the most vulnerable and largest sector of the civilian populetion.

There were certainly some inadequacies in the protection of women and children.

She was pleased to see that the Economic and Social Council had teken the
Commission's suggestions into account, and she hoped that a declaration from the

| Commission would help to back the efforts being made outside the United Nations.

If women, by virtue of their role in society, were to receive special consideration

and protection in times of peace,'they must certainly have additional protectionfinf

times of emergency and armed conflict. ‘

She expressed her gratitude to the Secretary-General for the very comprehensive
report he had submitted,”with its examples of real suffering and of non;compliance
with international conventions in Egyptian occupied territories. " She had been
very shocked by the suffering experienced by women in the colonial territories of
southern Africa. A declaration by the Commission would help to support the
position of the Internatlonal Commlttee of the Red Cross at the forthcoming

Dlplomatlc ‘Conference.

Mrs. HUTAR (Uhlted States of America) said that her Government deplored
'the suffering caused by war, including the particularly tragic suffering of women
and chlldren. It believed that the international community must act respon31bly
to deal w1th that press;ng problem and not waste time on 1rrelevanc1es. Questlons :
1nvolv1ng the rules of war would be dealt with by the D1plomat1c Conference on |
the Reafflrmatlon and Development of Internatlonal Humanltarlan Law to be held. at o
Geneva from 20 February to 29 March 197h Her Government had supported the -
detalled preparatlons meade for that Conference .and hoped that it would lead to .

s1gn1f1cant results, such as the adoptlon of measures to proteet non-combatants o

_1nclud1ng, of course, women and chlldren° g o ey L B
y . The draft in document E/CN. 6/L.672/Rev 1 covered 1ssues already belng deal» ’
with elsewhere dlstracted the Comm1s51on s attentlon from 1ts own partlcular and,”

urgent tasks, and concentrated on only certaln types of. armed confllct. It ] AhV

fhad not been the subJect of careful analys1s and study and contalned var1ous
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inaccurate statements concerning existing conventions. The subject-matten
purpcrted to be covered by the text was too serious and too delicate for hasty and
summery treatment. It was not possible to develop international criminal law by

- merely listing a series of acts and blithely‘stating that they "shall be considered
criminel”. By purporting to develop legel norms in that fashion, the Commissicn not
only wasted time but ran the risk of weakening the fabric of international law end
rendering a disservice to the Qery interests it desired to brotect. Her delegation
could not, therefore, support the text. ' '

Mrs. ROMO ROMAN (Chile) said that she hed been astounded to hear the
formal eccusation levelled ageinst her country by the representafive of the

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic at the 620th meeting. Claiming to be
dealing with questions relating to the protection of women and children in emergency,
that representative had painted a completely false picture in order to have a
pretext for attacking Chile. She had no alternative but to reply to that attack by
the representative of a country which, as ‘everyone knew, was not qualified to speak
of human rights. It sas precisely those who hed accused Chile of murder tortures
and illegal imprisonment who systematlcally committed such acts. Everyone was
aware of the'existence of camps for political prisoners; everyone had heard the
voice of Sclzhenitsyn and witnessed the‘suffErings_pf the Jews.

‘ Chile had suffered an institutional upheaval and had had to abandon its usual
peth in order to salvage what remained of its democracy. Three years of Popular
"Unify"government had'been sufficient to destroy the country's J'.aws‘9 institutions,
»ecbnomy and liberty. When democracy had been threatened, there had been no other j
couree for the armedvforces nhan to'intervene in order to restore law and end
~anarchy. Chilean democracy had been based on the div@sion of powers, on the
balance of those powers and on the respect of those powers for each other. The
government of Popular Unity had destroyed that essential balance and thus obllged
" the Jud1c1ary and the National Congress to declare its action 1llega1 ' The men
end women of the 1egal profes51on had been the flrst to sound the alarm. It had
»been prlde 1n their lBO-year—old tradition of democracy that had drlven the people .
to,oppose the Popular Unlty government. Popular Unity had been a cancer whlch had

an.' v '  ' : n e ;' /.'!‘ :
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destroyed the country's economy. By trying to control the lives of the people, it
had awakened in them the desire to fight. The people had fought, won a glorious
victory and regained their liberty. The Chilean, people would never be forgiven for
heving won that victory. They were therefore being attacked, sometimes directly and
at other times by means of organizations acting as fronts, and even by well-meaning
but ingenuous people who, despite all they had seen, did not realize fhey were
being tricked. |

Her Government was accused of imaginary violations of humen rights because the
interests of international Marxism so required. The delegations of those bodies ~
such as the International Red Cross, the Office of the United Netions High
Commissioner for Refugees, the Inter-American Commission on Humen Rights and
Amnesty International - which hed visited Chile in complete freedom could spesk on
that subject. None of them had witnessed deaths‘or tortures. On the contrary, they
had seen that those guiltj of common crimes were tried by courts of law constituted
prior.to the events, that they were defended by the best lawyers and were treated
humanely. The same situation could not be éaid‘to preveil in those countries which
were accusing Chlle. She wished to take that opportunity to request countries such
as the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic to fix a date on which organizations
like those which had visited Chile would be able to visit them and see for
themselves the conditions in which politicel prisoners were detained.

According to the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,

“there were many women detainees in Chile. That was not true. The few women who

were in prison were guiity of common crimes and were responsible before the
country's: laws; like all: citizens, they were afforded the guarantees laid down by

law and were able to obta;n adequate,defence. Neither was it true that prisoners

;\wereftortured in Chile. Neither torture'nor corporal punlshment was permitted

under Chilean law. Such accusatlons were based on 1nformat10n supplled by third

persons who had never w;tgessed,actskof_torture in Chlle. What was plainly true,

however, was tﬁaf,the“hefoes‘of*Mdfxism had paraded through Chile supplied with

-

- arms illegally.impbrﬁedfor use‘againet those Chileans who did not share their

w7
.

[
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Marxist opinions. It hed been the women of Chile who had been the first victims of
the actions of the ‘ereat “idealists"?of Marxism in Chile.

' According to the ByelorussSian representative, there was a scarcity of meat
and all fbod—stuffs in Chlle and people were unable to buy food. 'That was not
“true. Meat and all food-stuffs necessary to nour;sn the population were available.

A-Obviously food was expensive. The country was~experiencing a higher rate of
1nflat10n than ever before in 1ts history, a s1tuat10n englneered by those who had
| mlshandled and destroyed the country's economy. It had been the Marxists who had
- offered food at exorbitant prices and set up and operated a black market in food.
Currently;,food was available and could be bhought &t realistic prices. The
; Byelorussian representative had said that there vas a high rate of unemployment in
~Chile. In what country were there not any unemployed? The unemployment was not
attrlbutable to any measure taken by the current Government It was
“attrlbutable to the coun+ry = under-development coublned with the decline resulting -
from the three years of . Popular Unity rule, ,
- It would be 1nterest1ng to know' exactly what ‘her country was being accused of.
gDid it, not have the right, as a soverelgn nation, to take the steps necessary to
k save its 1nst1tut10ns? Chileans had a long tradltlon which they respected and of
whlch they were proud « They dld aot need to be shown which path to follow. They
’vhad almost perlshed but thelr falth had saved them. ‘It was perhaps that faith and
1ntegr1tv whlch Marxlsm could not forgive and whlcl hadfprovoked.the base
accusations representing an attemptvto 1nterfere 1n matters entirely within
fChile s competence.» No ‘one could ask the Comm1551on or any other body to take
.wstens Whlch could represent an attempt to 1nterfere in Ch11e s internal affalrs.
‘dShe rejected the accusatlors 1evelled by the Byeloru551an representatlve and
{{w1shed to- take the opportunlty to- reafflrm Chile' s soverelgnty5 1ts splrlt of ~'-;
;idemocra"y and 1ts 1na11enable rlght to ‘hendle its’ 1nternal aftalrs w1thout

s
4

g'lnterference by anyone.‘) , v
w As to. the statement Just made by the representatlve of the Sovlet Unlon,

*iChlle s Permanent Representatrve to: the Unlted Natlons had glven a full
ﬂdexplanatlon of the questlon to the General Assemblv and 1n partlcular to the

?'Thlrd Commlttee., h-':‘”'Asﬁffh?t’”'yki h o HL«S' S
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Mrs._ NIKOLA,.VA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), speaking in
exercise of the rlght of reply, said that there were no concentrat:.on camps on
Soviet territory. As to Solzhenitsyn, there was no need for him to speak about
events which were well known to the whole world. He lived in the Soviet Union,
worked there and had his family there, and not a hair of his head had been touched.
Nothing the representative of the Chilean Junta might say could rewove the shame

with which the junta was covered.

Mr. XHMELUITSKY (Byelorussian'Soviet Socialist Republic), speaking in
exercise of the right of reply, found it astonishing that the Chilean ru_presentatlve

should try to convince the Commission ‘that everyth:.ng happening in Chile was legal,
that human rights were respected and that there was no inhuman treatment of the
peaceful populatlon. Such assertions must be rejected, for they were completely
'unfqunded. The Chilean repreSentative had dragged into the debate matters totally .
irrelevant to the subject under -discussion. It woyld be interesting to know to
vhich legal rights the Chilean represeantative had been referring. In Chile, the
President o the country had been eliminated. What legal right had been invoked in
liquidating the organs of government in Chile? In accordance Swith which
international conventions had the trade unions been Gissolved? i: scemed that the
Chilean representati've was unwilling to accept facts. Indeed, she had asserted .

~ that human rights were not violated Menbers had only to refer to the prov:.s:.ons
of article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to see that that was
untrue. _
| There was, of course, little pomt in referrlng to articles wh:.ch had appeared
in the press of soc:.al:.st countrles because the Ch:.lean military Junta ] opmlon
of communist and other progress:.ve partles was well known. There might be some ,
advantage however, 1n drawing attention to -the artche by Jonathan Kandell wh:.ch
had appeared in The New York Times of 28 January 197h In that art:.cle, Kandell ,
had conf:.rmed many of the Byeloruss:l.an delegatlon s statements. In so. far as the**_':_‘

status of women was- concerned for examp.Le he had reported that Jd Mademsa workers s
had been in deten,t:.on s:.nce 15 October (1973. The:Lr w:.ves had sa:m that they d1d not.;
receive the men' s wages and J.:.ved on collect:.ons made by sympathet:.c workers at the
p.l.ant.‘ Accordmg to- Kandell estlmates of po‘!.:.t:.cal pr:.soners ranged ‘from . 3 000 ;

.to 10 000 and workers had sa1d that they had been subJected to electrlc—shock
torture admnlstered by" hooded ofﬁcers and beaten. AR R
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The Chilean representative had made slanderous allegations against socialist
countries, particularly the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic. Obviously,
the rights and guarantees enjoyed by the citizens of the Soviet Union and other
gsocialist countries were beyond the comprehension of the Chilean representative.
As to the Chilean representative's references to Solzhenitsyn, it was a matter for.
regret that she had not mentioned other Soviet writers, some of whom had also won
the Nobel Prize. It was difficult to say that Solzhenitsyn's works were of high
artistic value; his opinions represented a highly subjective approach to Soviet
realities,

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that the question under consideration was of
great concern to her Governmerit, as was proved by the fact that Hungary hed sent
8 very detailed reply to the Secretary-General's questionnaire. In its reply,
her Government had emphasized certain recent trends which had shown the need to
reaffirm and develop the rules'of international law. It had also supplied details
about recent events, the consequences of which had been very serious for women |
and children. Her delegation therefore Supporte.d the suggestion in paragraph 124

. of the Secreta.ry-General's report (E/CN.6/586) that tue Commission might decide

Y &N TR Wt

to prepa.re a draft declaration on the protect:.on of women and chlldren in

: v,.emergency -and, a.rmed conf'l ct for adoption and procla.mat:.on by the Un1ted Nations
General Assembly Accordingly, Hungery was a sponsor of the draft in document
E/CN. 6/L 672/Rev.l and hoped tha.t it would be adopted by the Commss:.on.

: ‘Mrs. MAKA MAKA. (Guinea) said that the question of the protection of women -

and children in emergency and armed conflict was closely l:.nked to that of respect o

for the fundamental right of all peoples to 1ndependence self-determmatlon

and l:.berty. The struggle for independence, liberty and soverelgnty was & Just‘- ’
'. struggle and those engaged in it should enjoy the complete support of all. peace-_
“ “lov:mg and Just:l.ce-lonng nat:.ons . Her count"y hed a.lwa.ys unreservedly supported

those in sltue.tlons of emergency and armed confl:.ct partlcularly the people of"

o _Egrpt the Middle East ‘and Viet-Nam, Gu:.nea spared no effort to afford those ‘

kst111 suffermg ud\der the yoke of. colom.a.l:.sm a.nd _larthe:.d - the members

L ‘of l:.bera.t:.on movements in Portuguese terr1tor1es the men and a.bove all women

d r-h:.ldren of South Afr1ca and Z1mbabwe - L11 the mora.l a.nd ma.ter:.al support BEs

f-!*necessary for the success of the:l.r struggle. It reallzed tha.t the’ llberatlon

Yl
u,/,"' o
W g



.‘ ;,smce, apart from the normal r:.sks 1ncurred by the c1v111an populat:.on 1n an armed

o confl:.ct women and ch:.ldren were more vulnerable 1n emergency s:.tuat:.ons.,_ﬁ'
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movements were fighting for a noble cause and a legitimate right. To deprive
certain people of the means to achieve freedom was the most abominable crime. It
was for that reason that her delegation condemmed colonialism, foreign domination,
:|.mper1allsm, apartheid, aggression and zionism, all of which were degrading
phenomena of modern society. Entire populations were still subjected to repression
and bombardment and the territories of populations in South Africa, the Mi.ddle East
and other parts of the world were being violated. It was revolting that women and
children were the innocent victims of such barbarous actz, The atrocities
perpetrated against women and children in countries still suffering from colonialism,
and agarthe:.d were sbominasble. An account of such atrocities was ‘to‘be found in
paragraphs 98 to 112 of document E/CN.6/586.

On 22 November 1970, Guinea had been the victim of the aggression of
Portuguese imperislism. Although the Guinean people had inflicted a crushing
defeat on the aggressors, there had been many victims of the aggression, including
women and ch11dren.

- It was time to put sn end to such mtuat:.ons. Women, children and civilian .
populat:.ons in general should be spared useless suffering. Her delegation was -
therefore of the otinion that the Commission should envisage the preparation of
a text' to strengthen‘ existing instruments. ' In that connexion, she wished to.
~ thank the Internatlonal Committee of the Red Cross, wh:.ch had taken note of the
comments made .by government experts on the add:.t:.onal Protocols to the Geneva
: Conventlons . It hoped that ‘the forthcomng D:Lplomat:.c Conference to be held at‘»

eeneva would examme the Protocols ca.refully and: adopt then. ; o
| ' ‘Respect for ‘human r::.ghts depended largely on. str:.ct appl:.cat:.on of the o _

; prov:.s:.ons of the: Charter of the Un:Lted I\Tat:l.ons a.nd relevant resolut:.ons o:t‘ the =
bGeneral Assembly. 1t wes essentlal therefore to appea.l to States, partlcularly
- those wag:.ng wars to prov:.de proof of the:.r polltlcal and moral w:.ll to respectm

the prov1s1ons of the Charter. : A , IR *% i VLo

~.

Mrs. JAUREGUIBERRY ( Argent1na) felt, that 1t was' appropr:.ate for the

Commss:.on to cons:.der quest:.ons relat:.ng to: the protectmn of women and ch11dren

‘ ,However, a.lthough a.ll agreed on the need to prov:.de spec:.al protect:mn the quest:.on
as a hlghly complex one and fraught w:.th dlfflcultles. "'ji EE A PRRATIECS R
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The appearance of new forms of warfare had increased the number of victims.
The legal norms regulating war in the air were limited, and the provisions of the
St. Petersburg Declaration of 1868 and The Hague Regula.tions of 1907 had had
rel’atively little effect. The Assembly of the League of Nations had adoptied a
resolut:.on stating that the intenticnal bomb:.ng of civilian populat:.ons was illegal, -
" but the horrors of recent wars had shown that the. policy of total destruction of
entire cities had not been abandoned. It seemed tha.t'%he only protection which
could be offered to women and children in such circumstances would be use of
 shelters, when they existed, on a priority basis. ’

The situation of women and children in armed conflicts must be resolved
rea.listically. In the view of her delege;tion, a first sﬁep would be to establish
legal limits for modern methods of warfare; unless ‘effective legal resultations
were established for aerial bombardments and the use of certain types of modern

weapons, any special measures of protectlon would be po:mtless. It would also be

“?k;‘necessary to strengthen the efforts of the United Na.t:.ons towards peace,

_i d:xsarmmnent negot:.a.t:.ons a.nd social, economic and humamtarlan programmes to
| create the conditions necessary for peace. ‘ :

* Her delegab:.on welcomed the forthcoming D:.plomat:.c Conference on the
Reefﬁrma.tlon and Development of Interna.t;onal ‘Humamtarlan,Law applicable in
Armed "Conflicts‘ which would revise the additional draft Protocois to the Ceneva
_ Convent:l.ons -and’ hoped that effective agreements could ‘be concluded. Meanwhile,
. 'her delegat:.on supported document E/CN. 6/L 672/Rev 1. |

BN

Mrs. OOCKCROFI' (Un:r.ted K1ngdom) said that her’ delega.tlon belleved

f‘ strongly :m the :|.mporte.nce of prondlng protect.uon for women and c.hlldren 1n a.rmed

4

T confllct a.nd therefore whole-heartedly supported the objectlve sought bv the drafb

dn document E/CN.6/L. 672/Rev.1. At the same time, it conndered that the: sub,ject
: should be dea.lt with in an orderly and cautloug mannwr, and dia not feel tha.t d
|- the’ draft conta.lned those requisite: elements of orden 1ness ‘and ca.utlon._. R

- ‘The. Comm:.ssmn was not the approprlate fo rum wﬁ:h;.u the Unlted Na.t:.ons to o

’ "'.}‘d:Lscuss in deta.:Ll the protect:.on c»f c:|.v1.11ans in armed c.onfllct.k ‘The. Internat:.onel

'IV‘."Comm:.ttee of the Red Cross was, es ‘all . recopm.aed the orgamzat:.on respons:.ble

. "v,-lfor cons:.der:.ng the questlon of- protect:.on ...n arm(»d conflmt Tha.t was even more

1mporban+ iy vlew or the forthccmlng Conference csf‘ Government prerts on the

A e R ST
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Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law, vhich would
 discuss those very questions in detail.. Furthermore, any effort to single out
groups of civilians tended to detract from the general protection enjoyed by the
civilian population as a whole. Finally, it was not helpful to cetegorize armed
conflicts according to the motives of the combatents. Her delegation saw little
value? for instance; in specifying those women and children engeged in the struggle
for peace, and indeed felt that such a stipulation could be positively harmful .

Meny of the paragraphs of the draft resolution contained provisions which
her delegation found inaccurate or unacceptable.‘ Her delegebion was, therefore,
not in sympathy with the draft resolution and wished to reiterate its contention .
that the Commission should do nothing to prejudice the work of the Conferenre on
the Reafllrmatlon and Development of Internatlonal Humaniterian Law appllcable -
in Armed Conflzcts.

Mrs. L1 Su-wen (Chlna) said that her delegation’ was 1nd1gnant at the

‘attacks on her Government's foreign pollcy and reserved its rlght to reply at a
later tlme. »
Mrs. ROMO ROMAN (Chile); speaking in exercise of the ‘right of reply,

‘-sald that her delegatlon would not answer the allegatlons made by the representat;ves

of the USSR and the Byelorussian Soviet Soclallst Republlc because it had no
intention of be1ng drawn into thelr game. Her delegation had already seld what

'1t wished to say. With regard 0 the artlcle in The New. York Tlmes referred to by

~ the Byeloru531an representatlve, her delegatlon had already drawn attentlon to
the organlzatlons actlng as fronts and the well~mean1ng but 1ngenuous people who
- spoke on behalf of them. ' :

- The dlscusson covered in the summary record was suspended at h hS p m. and

i

L

,gresumed at 5.10 p.m.¢ . fﬂ%ﬁ%%@ff“

) f - "Mr ~ MAKA (Gulnea) 1ntroduced the rev1sed text in’ document Tﬁfm'f‘fo,;i,;
“TEVCN 6/L. 672/Rev.l and noted that the word "resolutlon" should be replaced by the »;'

‘?~;word "declaratlon" throughout the tcxt. vThe draft declaratlon expressed the

'concern felt by 1ts sponsors at the non-1mplementaton of ex1st1ng 1nstruments and »
,,'at the consequent sufferlng endured‘by'lnnocent women and chlldren._ Her delegatzon 3;

| hoped that the Comm1s31on would v1ew the draft declarat:on w1th favourfand adopt it
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Mrs. MARINKEVITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that
the sponsors of the draft had endeavoured to take account of the observations and

suggestions made by other delegations in order to improve the text.

Mr. SRINIVASAN (India) felt that there was no need to use the .words "the
following Declaration" at the beginning of the operative pert of the declaration.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) regretted that the delegations of the United = .
Kingdom and the United States had adopted such a negative attitude to the draft
and had not even given it due consideration. The sponsors would have expected

them to be more receptive to the idea that the Commission had been mandated to
consider the question. They would have been very happy if those delegations had
been more co~-operative and had made constructive suggestions which would have
improved the text and rendered it more acceptable to them. They hoped that the
document would be given due consideration by all members of the Commission. Her
delegation wished to propose the insertion before paragraph 6 of the following

new paragraph: "Women shall be protected in particular against rape, enforced
prostitutidh and any other form of indecent assault." Such a paragraph would
imprqve the text.and she hoped that it would Be acceptable to the other co-sponsors.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) felt thet the
proposal made by the Egyptian representative had been dealt with under agendﬁ
item 9 and that there was no need to insert an additional paragraph in the draft

declaration.

The meeting rose at 5.35 p.m.

[eos
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623rd meeting o Wednesday, 30 January 197k,
' : at 10.35 a.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

Iy
1

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda®
item 8) (concluded) (E/CN.6/586, F/CN.G/L.672/Rev.l, E/CN.6/NGO/255) ‘

LI

- The CHAIRMAN said that, ir there was no obJection, she ‘would invite the
representative of the International Committee of the Red Cross, & non-governmental
organization in ¢onsultative status with the Economic and Social Council
(category II), to make a statement.

It was so decided.

Mrs. BUJARD (International Committee of the Red Cross) commended the
Secretary-General on the report that he had prepared on the question (E/CN.6/586)
and said that the Commission's debates on the present item were of great interest
to TCRC, on the eve of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and
Development of International Humenitarian’ Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, to
be held at Geneva from 20 February to 29 March 19Th.

ICRC endorsed the principles underlying the draft Declaration on the subJect
(E/CN.6/L.6T2/Rev.1). " ICRC had long been concerned with the development of
international 1aw'for more effective protection of the civilian population against
the effects of hostilities and, in each of the two draft Additional Protocols to
the 1949 Geneva Conventions which it had drafted for the Diplomatic Conference, - it
had devoted a whole part to protection of the civilian population - or 26 draft
articles in the draft Protocol relating to the protection of victims of
international armed conflicts and 9 draft articles in the Protocol relating to the
protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts.' A number of those 1 L
articles were intended to affbrd women’ and children the spécial protection to whieh»~
they were entitled by reason of the particularly precarious situation in which lyfv'
they found themselves in.times of armed conflict. . o

ICRC hoped strongly that the efforts it had made in that field WOuld shortly
come to fruition and that additional protocols to the Geneva Conventions would be
adopted. Its task would not have been fully completed, however, unless the i“
principle of the universality of international humanitarian law was preserved, that

‘_kprinciple being that in all armed conflicts - whatever the motives which had led {;nf;
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the parties to the conflict to take up arms - all victims of the hostilities,
without distinction, must be accorded the protection of international humanitarian
law.

Lastly, she proposed that, in the revised version of the draft resolution, the
Commission should delete the sixth- preambular paragraph, which was no longer
necessary, since the question to which it referred was already dealt with in the
seventh preambular paragraph.

The CHAIRMAN said that the representative of the Women's International

Democratic Federation, a non-governmental organization in consultative status

(category I) with the Economic and Social Council, had asked to speak. If she
heard no objection, she would take it that the Commission agreed to that request.
It was so decided.

Mrs. BROWN (Women's International Democratic Federation) said that since
its formation 28 years earlier, the Federation and its national orgenizations had
been concerned to defend women and children in' countries subjected to aggression or

colonial domination. Document E/CN.6/NGO/255 had been drafted on the basis of ‘
. contributions made by the various national organizatioﬁs of the Federation and was,
moreover, the fruit of many years of discussion on that subject.

| Many women and children were suffering because of armed conflicts; they should
enjoy special proéection; that was not a privilege but mere compliance with the
Declaratlon of Human Rights.

- She proceeded to draw attention to the sufferlngs to which women and chlldren
were subjected in countries struggllng for peace, self-determination, national
‘liberation and independenee. She referred, in particular, to the atrocities of the
war in Indo-China; the situation in the Middle East, where thousends of women,
chlldren, the aged and the infirm had been forced to leave their homes and take
refuge in refugee camps, where starvation, disease and death were rife; the despair
of those  who, in Africa, were the victims of the Portuguese colonialists who, to
cite but one example, were dropping napalm on non-combatants; and the situation in
Latin America - ~in Chile, in particular -»where, since the coup d'état, many women .
‘ had been thrown into prlson. | | o ‘ ' ‘

The Wbmen s Internatlonal Democrat1c Federatlon welcomed the preparatlon by the
%'Internatlonal Commnttee of the Red Cross of addltlonal protocols to the 1949 Geneva
A'Conventlons, the convenlng in that connexlon of a D1plomat1c Conference at Geneva

and the d801810n taken by the Comm1551on on the Status of Women to draft a
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declaration on that qnestion. In particular, it congratulated the sponsors of that
draft, which would be an historic contribution to the preparations for International
Women's Year. It aimed at protecting those who most neede:d it,. namely women and
children who'were the victims of war and aggression.

The CHAIRMAN said that, if she heard no objection, she would invite the
.representative of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, &

non-governmental organization in consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council (category II), to make a statement.
It was so decided.

~Mrs, GAGE-CALBY (Women's International League for Peace and Freedom) drew
attention to the fact that, in the title of her organization, the word "freedom™

meant the absence of the fear and suffering resulting from war, of which the first
victims were women and children.

Observing that the atomic age would soon be entering on its thirtieth year,
she noted that a new element, namely, radio-activity, was belng added to the‘other
elements meking up the human environment. Life energy and atomic energy =- mhether'
the atom was used in peace or in war - were incompatible, for the second ruied out
the first. She mentioned a study undertaken by the University of Plttsburgh
(United States) on infant mortality in the United States, which showed that since
1950, while elsewhere in the United States the infant mortality rate had continued.
downward, it had steadily increased in those states which had been affected‘by
nuclear fall-out, such as Texas and Arkansas. In general, despdte medicel advances,
the infant mortality rate and the number of still births had continued to increase;
The cause could be traced to radio-activity or, more precisely, to nuclear; f .
substances which directly affected the genetic pool of manklnd. Radio-active |
weapons must now be added to biological and chemical weapons. R L

She suggested that the Comm1ss1on should recommend that the Secretary-General,
submit to the General Assembly at 1ts thlrtleth sess1on, in 1975, & report drew1ng?
attention to the fact that health and life were threatened by}atom1c energy and““ B
radio-activity and to the dangers of nuclear weapons wh1ch were the most powerful'.

biological weapons men had ever 1nvented.

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thalland) expressed appreclatlon to the Secretery-‘f’n

General for hlS report on the protectlon of women and chlldren 1n emergency and

armed confllct and in the struggle for peace, self-determlnatlon, natlonal ”,':Q-;aé
. libveration and independence (E/CN 6/586) and also the sponsors of the draft
Declaratlon on that qnestlon (E/CN 6/L 672/Rev.1) S o
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:jeffort and to defend themselves - by such means as karate - handle arms and. dr1ve
; ehicles to evacuate women and children to safer areas. In the past, the women of

iTha:land hed partzclpated in wars side by 31de with men. It was thus not

;;had been established.
4 Her delegat1on therefore proposed that 1nstruotlon in karate and other means

3 Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) announced that some of the snonsors of the dreft
Aresolution had made a slight chenge, moving the fifth and sixth preembular paragraphs
to the beginning of the text of the draft Declaration.
- On behalf 6f all the sponsors, she expressed appreeiation to those

;;representatives who had given an account of the situation of women in the world
or in their countries. | : ' v

' With regard to the amendment to the draft Declaration requested by the
representatlve of ICRC,’ she would like toc consult the other sponsors of the ‘drait
Declaratlon. '

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics) noted that, in making

}thelr statements on agenda 1tem 8 the. delegatlons of the United States of America

and the Uh1ted Klngdom had said that the question of the protection of women and’
'chlldren 1n emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace,
~self—determ1natlon, natlonal 11beratlon and independence fell within the’ terms of
'reference not of the Commission on the Status of Women, but rather of ICRC. Those
'delegatlons had also said that there were various protocols on that question and had
_empha51zed that the Dlplomatlc Conference on the Reafflrmatlon and Development of .
‘Internatlonal Humanltarlan Law Appllcable in-Armed Conflict was to be held at Geneva
‘shortly and would: be deallng with that question. Although that was true, the draft .
.Declarat1on thCh the Comm1831on on the Status of Women ‘wes recommendlng to the
Economic and Soolal Counc1l for adoption would have the merit of be1ng a Unlted
,Natlons document whlch would help, rather than hlnder the work of the ICRC
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‘In addition? those two delegations had referred to combatants. The Soviet
delegation was well aware that, in certain countries, women were called on to serve
in the armed forces; however, the draft Declaration in question concerned women
belonging to the civildan population and not to those fighting in the front line.
Its scope was much wider in that it was intended to protect women and children in
times of armed conflict and in other situations such as armed revolutions, the
struggle against colonialism and the struggle for social progress.

"In conclusion, her delegation called on the delegations of the United States
of America and the United Kingdom to show a greater spirit of co-operation during

the consideration of the draft Declaration.

‘Mr. VALTASAARTI (Finland) said’that his delegation had a number of
reservations with regard to the form and the substance of the teit of the draft

Declaration. ° .

With regard to the form, his delegation would have preferred a draft resolution
rather- than a draft daclaration; the choice of a decleration was, in effect,
tantamount to presuming.that the efforts of ICRC in that field would produce. no
-satisfactory results. .

As far as the text-itself wes concerned, his delegation would have preferred it
to have been drafted in more general terms and to have related, for example, to the
proteotion of the civilian population, including women and children, instead of
,,referring.merely to women and children. The operative part should be drafted so as
to conform more closely to the Geneva Conventlons. However, that was a p01nt to which
his delegat1on would revert when the matter was considered later by the General
Assembly or by the Economic and Social Council. o

In view of the fact that his delegatlon was in no way opposed to the
consideration of any document whlch mlght 1mprove the protectlon ‘of women and
‘chlldren in emergency and armed confllct and since the vote to be taken was not of.
a def1n1t1ve nature, it would vote in favour of the draft Declaratlon, bearlng in
- mind the reservatlons whlch it had formulated.;:'

”Mr ANDREI (Romanla) Sald that the. name of Romanla had been omztted from
the llst of sponsors of the draft Declaration by error.

/oo
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She expressed regret that the draft Declaration had not‘received the
whole-hearted support of all delegations. In her opinicn, the Commission must make it
its own contribution to the efforts to ensure the protection cf women and children
in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination,
national liberation and independence. The draft Declaration reaffirmed the rules of
international law now in force relating to the protection of women and children in
times of armed confliet. It was of paramount importance that those rules should be
implemented in ali instances without exception and that States and public opinion
should work towards that end. ' '

In conclusion, she expressed the hope that the draft Declaration would receive

the support of all members of the Commission.

‘Mrs. OBA (Japan) said that, as she represented the only country which had
undergone the terrible experience of a nuclear attack, the draft Declaration was of
cénsiderable cdncern to her. She regretted that, for the moment, she was obliged
to reserve her Government's position until the holding of the Diplomatic Conference
on'fhe Reaffirmation énd Development of International Humenitarian Lew Applicable in
Armed Conflict. The Japanese Government wished, in effect, 10 consider that
question in conjunction with other countries. ‘

In principle, however, her delegation was not opposed to the draft Declaration

and would have liked to be in a position to support it.

, Miss CHATON (France) said thet she wished to explain why her delegation
would abstain in the vote on draft Declaration E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.1.

While it considered that the generalvaims set out in the draft Declaration
were the same as those which France itself was pursuing, her delegation felt that,
with the Diplomatic Conference to be hel? at Geneva only two or three weeks later,
ICRC, os a specialized orgen, was in a batter position than the Commission on the
Status of Wbmen‘to determine ahd implement the measures needed to protect the
civilian population in times of armed conflict. -

From the legal point of view, the propoéed text could give rise to a number of
inaccuracies or tc certain interpretations inconsistent with French positive law,

which had its own definition of war crimes.

Mrs. MARINKEVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) announced that

the sponsors of the draft Declaration had decided to add the words: '"on the

t

Y
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protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the stfuggle
for peace, self—deﬁermination, national liberation and independence", at the
beginning of the preamble, after the words: "Recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following declaration".

Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) proposed that, in order to reflect the observations
made by the representetive of Finland, the last preambuler paragraph should be
replaced bty the following paragraph: '"Bearing in mind the need to provide special
protection to women and children belonging to the civilian population, solemnly
proclaims the following Declaration".

Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) said that he wished to make it clear that his
delegation had not expressly asked for the wording of the draft Declaration in
ques%ion to be changed.

[

The CHAIRMAN asked the representative of Guinea if she wished to maintain
her amendment. . : .

Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) said that she would likz an opportunity to consult the
other sponsors of the draft resolution in that connexizn.:

, The CHAIRMAN suggested that the meeting be suspended brlefly t0 enable the
sponsors of the draft Declaration to consult each other.

The meeting was suspended at 11.35 a.m. and resumed at 11.40 a.m.

Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) said that the last preambuler paragraph should read:
"Bearing in mind the need to provide special protection to women and children
belonging to the civilian population, solemnly procleims the following Declaration

and calls upon Member States to observe‘it strictly:".

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Coiombia) said that she wished to clarlfy her

delegation's position with regard to the draft Declaration. Colombia was not a
colonialist country and was in favour of democracy. However, her delegatlon

objected to the use of the wo:ds 'struggle for nat10nal liberation" which it belleved
could lead to confusion: Frequently, anarchist movements, which had no connexion

with movements for national liberation, claimed that cause as_ﬁheirvown.'

/...
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: - The CHAIRMAN invited the Commission to vote on draft declaration
QAEICN.GIL.672/Rev.1.

1 By 20 votes to none, with T abstentzons, draft declaration E/CN.6/L.6T2/Rev.l,
{ as revised, was adopted.

i ' Mrs. ASIYO (Kenya) said that she would have voted in favour of the draft
% declaration if she had been present during the votzng. She asked that that fect
be duly reflected.

The CHAIRMAN said that, unforiunately, it was not possible to reflect
the vote of Kenya since the result of the voting had already been announced.

Mrs. GADIEUX (Canade), speaking in explanation of her delegation's vote
~on draft declaration E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.1, said that she approved of the aim, which

_ was to provide the maximum protection to ‘women and children in times of armed

conflict. The additional draft protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventicns prepared
by the International Committee of the Red Cross, contained specific provisions
‘ to that effect. | o

HerAdelegation was of the view that,the Cc_mission on the Status of Women-
was not cempetent to drew.up rules of conduct to be binding on States; the
Commission's detion in that respect tended to weaken the relevant provisions of
international law, which had been drawn up with complete impartielity snd without
reference to political considerations which were often introduced into discussions
within Uhited Nations organs. In view of the fact that the Diplomatic Conference
on the Reafflrmatlon and Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable
in Armed Confllct was to be held from 20 February to 29 March 1974 at Geneva, her
delegatlon felt that the adoption of the draft declaratlon could prejud
consideration of that question.

Furthermore, the draft declaration had not been prepgred with all due care
and implied that the existing rules applied only to certain categories of conflicts
and belligerents, For its part, her delegation was firmly convineed that those

‘'rules must be applied to the protection of all civilian populatiohs which were
victims of armed conflict, regardless of the cause for which the belligerents were

fighting.

- 'Mrs. LI Su-wen (China) said that her delegation supported the provisions
contained in the draft declaration (E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.l) and had therefore voted
' ‘ l lL ‘» ' . . /.oe
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for it. However, the text had some short-comings since it failed to condemn
imperialism, oppose aggression in explicit terms and pinpoint the crux of the
matter; her delegation therefore had certain reservations,.

With reference to the statement made during the 622nd meeting by the
representative of the Soviet Union, who had seized on some pretext or other to
slender China, she observed that the Chinese delegation had pointed out in previous
statements that imperialism, colonialism, racism, zionism and big-Power hegemonism,
especially the contention between the two super-Powers, gravely threatened world ‘
peace and security. In order to protect ﬁhe fundamental rights and interests of
women and children, it was essential resolutely to oppose colonialist wars as well
as the arms race between the super-Powers and their struggle for supremacy. It-
was out of sincerity and its sense of responsibility‘fdr the security and
well-being of peoples, including women and children, that the Chinese delegation
had thrown light on the reality of the present situation énd hed urged vigilance.
The representative of the Soviet Union had taken offence and had accused Chiha
of trying to shift the blame to another country and in fact of being against .
international détente. The facts made it easy to say which of the countries was
reclly against international détente. As was known to all, the two super-Powers
were engaged in a frenzied arms race, and that struggle for hegemony involved
aggression, dominatibn, interference and subversion in various parts of the world,
from Eurépe to the Middle East, from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean,

. creating a situation which endangered world peace and security.

In order to ensure its nuclear superiority, the Soviet Union had launched
into an arms race on an unprecedented scale and at an unparalleled tempo; it was
not only developing new types of conventional weapons and expanding its nuclear
arsenal, but also frenziedly strengthening its ngval forces so as to become the
master of the oceans. 1In seeking to extend its spheres of influence, it invoked
the theory of limited sovereignty and openly ser. tréops to occupy the territory ...
'of one of its allies, or rather, under the pretext of supporting national
self-determination it dismembered a sévéreign State. During the twenty-eighth

session of the General Assembly, when the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union,

/.o
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Mr. Gromyko; had spoken of détente, a fourth war had broken out in the Middle East.
Under the pretext of supervising the cease=fire, one super-Power had sent troops
to the Middle East and had brought about a disguised form of military occupation.
The other super-Power had retaliated‘by‘immediately putting its armed forces on
a global alert. In order to expand thelr own spheres of influence and to ensure
their oil supplles, the two super-Powers confronted each other in the Middle East
and bu:lt up tensions,. B

By 1nvok1ng in her statement the proposals of the Soviet Government relating
to the non-use of force in international relstions, the reduction of the military
budgets of the permanent members of the Security Council by 10 per cent and the
utilization of part of the funds thus saved to provide assistance to developing
countries, and the world disarmament conference, the Soviet representative had
tried to justify herself and had distorted,the position of the Chinese delegation,
an utterly futile attempt since the Chinese Government had always been in favour
of genuine'disarmament. The Soviet proposal was & complete fraud, since that
country was steadily expanding its armements, It was well known that the Chinese
Government had been in favour of a disarmement conference, but in calling for
the immediate convening of suéh a conference without setting clear aims and meking
the necessary arrangements, the Soviet Union attempted to drag the Governments of
various countries into a club which would mainly indulge in speech-meking without
solving any practical problems, thus enabling the Soviet Union to cover up its
actual activities. |
| As for the proposal of the Soviet Government concerning the non-use of force .
and the prohibition of the use of nuclear wegpons, it had bcen repudiﬁted by a
number of delegations at the last two sessions of the General Assembly. Moreover,
‘at the twenty-seventh session the Chinese delegation had pointed out that the
proposal in question made no distinction between the aggressor and the victim
of aggression, and that it in effect asked the victims of aggression to give up
defending themselves. In addition, the Soviet proposal haed said nothing about
the obligation to destory all nuclear weapons end had not asked the nuclear
countries to undertake not to be the first to use nuclear weapons in any

/..
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circumstances; the true purpose of that proposal had been to enable the super-
Powers to maintgin a nuclear monopoly and to disarm other peorles so as to carry
out nuclear blackmail. That was why the Chinese delegation had firmly objected
to the Soviet propésal. '

Throughout the pest decede and more, the Soviet Union while hawking
disarmament had been continually expanding its armements; it had considerably
increased the number of its ballistic missileq of all types and the size of its
strategic forces, and the tonnage of its warships had doubled, so that its fleets
currently sailed to almost every ocean of the world. Since the contention between
the two super-Powers had extended to practically every corner of the globe ard
their arms race had become increasingly fierce, it was hard to understand why
the Soviet Union continued, year in and year out, to make fraudulehp disarmam:nt
proposals of one kind or another, knowing full well that its armaments and .
military éxpenditures'could not possibly be reduced.

The representative of the Soviet Union had stated that China's words and
‘deeds were at complete variance. However, the above facts proved that it was
the Soviet Union which acted in that way. Since people were Judged by their
deeds, not by their words, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. had revealed -

its intentions with extreme clarity.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom), explaining the reasons for her

abstention, pointed out that she had already made certain observations duriﬂ% 8

- previous meeting and that her delegation could not support a resolution cohtqining
legal provisions which, in its opinion, were unfounded and did not accurately
reflect the law. Moreover, certain provisions were vague and ambiguous and
others seemed to be one-sided, as could be seen from several exampiés. In
operative paragraph 2, the 1925 Geneva Protocol and the 1949 Conventions were
inaccurately interpreted. The Conventions in question dealt solély with R
humanitarian protection in time of war and did not cover either the methods of
warfare or the use of specific weapohs. Moreover, if that paragraph was intended
to apply to wars of national liberation, which were not international conflicts,
the 1925 Protocol was not applicable at all. Secondly, operativé paragraph 3
w;ongly suggested that the Geneva Protocol and other instruments of international

/o-. |
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law conteined provisions relating to women and children; such provisions appeared
only in the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

Her delegation regretted that the text in question, which was on a subject
of utmost importance, had been presenfed in the form of a declaration for adoption
by the General Assembly. A declaration of such impertance required more thorough
consideration than the Commission had been able to give during the current session.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) said thét her delegation had voted for the draft
declaration in order to show its solidarity with women and children who were
victims of armed conflicts in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national
liberatior and independence, Her delegation had the honour to be one of those
vhich had sponsored resolutions adopted on the question during the twenty-third,
twventy-fourth énd twenty-fifth sessions of the General Assembly. ‘

However, her delegation had certain reservations, for it felt that the
Coumissiqn was not competent to draw up international legal instruments concerning
a problem as complex as that of the protection of women and children ir periods ,
of emergency and of armed conflict.

~ She expressed the hope that the draft additional Protocols to the
1649 Conventions, which had‘been drewn up by experts, would be adopted by the
Diplometic Conference which was soon to meet iﬁ Geneva, since thdse instruments

would smeke it possible to.protect women and children more effectively.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that her
delegation had previously referred to reliable information concerning the position
og a Member of the United Nations on some very important questions, in particular
the strengthening of international peace and security which concerned women and
children throughout the world. Those facts were well known. As to the'
‘anti-Soviet comments which had Jjust been made, her delegation did not intend

either to pay attention to them or to become involved in a polemic, since they

had become typical of the delegation which had made them and the information cited
by the Soviet delegation was irrefutable. By making such attacks, the delegation
in question attempted to divert the Commission's attention from the consideration

of its agenda items,

/...
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Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that her'Government hed always teken a keen
interest in the progressive development of international humanitarian law in
armed conflicts, within the United Nations and within the International Committee
of the Red Cross. Her country's policy was to try to secure protection under
international law for civilians, combatants and prisoners of war on both sides
in armed conflicts. |

Her Government attached great importance to the eleboration of rules for
the better protection of the civilian population and felt that such rules,
regardless of whether they were already in éffect or still being prepared, should
be applicable to the whole civilian population and not only to women and children.
She did, however, appreciate the Commission's wish to stress the need for special
. protection for women and children, and that was why she had voted in favour of the
" draft declaration (E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.1). |

The CHAIRMAN said that the Commission had now completed its consideration

of agenda item Q. With regard to item 9, she proposed‘that, as one delegation
had suggested at én earlier meeting, paragraphs 35, 36 and 37 of the note by the
Secretary--General concerning exploitation of labour through illicit and
clandestine trafficking(E/CN.6/582) should be included in the report of the

. o .
Commission.

INFLUENCE OF MASS COMMUNICATION MEDIA ON THE FORMATION OF A NEW ATTITUDE TOWARDS
THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN PRESENT-DAY SOCIETY (agenda item 10) (E/CN.6/581, E/CN.6/L.6T3)
Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Spcial DeVelopmeht and Humenitarian

Affairs), introducing the report of the Secretary-General on the item (E/CN.6/581),
said that the question had been studied pursuant to resolution lh(XXIV) of the
Commission. In writing his report, the Secretary-General had relied onvinformation
provided by Governments and on othér relevant information. The Secretary-General
had received replies from 28 Governments and .23 non-governmental organizations. .
The replies from Kenya and the United States of America had been received too late ™
to be dealt with in the report. |

Most of thé replies indicated that Governments considered the subject to be
of the utmost importance, but one that needed additional time and research.

Accordingly, the study should be regarded as a preliminary report.

[eos
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As the report indicated, it was necessary to separate the influence of the
mass communication media from all the other influences at work in forming
people's attitudes. The mass media reflected what was going on in a community,
reinforcing those concepts which were the most prevalent, but they also sparked
off new trends -and were exponents of new movements and changing valueé. Chapter II
of the report examined the qualitative and quantitative approaches in the attention
given by thé media to women. Chapter III considered the extent to which the
image of women portrayed by the mass media promoted equality of men and women.
Chapter IV contained the suggestions made by Governments and non-governmentel
orgenizations on how the mess media might influence public opinion to promote
eéuality of men and women. Chapter V contai;ed the conclusions on the media as
an instrument of social change. ‘

At its last session the Commission had invited UNESCO to consider the
possibility of ?ar;ying out interdisciplinary studies on the subject, and UNESCO

had shown a keen interest in co-operating with the Commission in that area.

, The CHAIRMAN said that there was a draft resolution on the question
(E/CN.6/L.673) before the Commission.

Mrs. HOOGSTOEL-FABRI (Belgium) observed that, since the Commission had

had the item bhefore it for the first time at its twenty-fourth session, it had not

.received all the attention it merited. The sponsors of the draft resolution had
thus felt that the study of the question should be pursued in greater depth.

She proposed that a new paragraph 3 should be added to the operative part
of the draft resolution and the last paragraph renumbered accordingly. The new
paragraph would invite Governments to urge the mass media, without prejudice to
freedom of expression, to adapt their prog;ammes so as to give men and women
a continuing education in economic and professional attitu?es, use of leisure time,

family life and world affairs.

Miss TYABJI (India) congratulated the sponsors of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.673, and proposed that the following sentence should be added after
operative paragraph 2: "It also invites UNESCO to co-operate with a few '

representative countries in producing short educational films for the use

\ ' /oo
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of schools which might serve as guidelines to all countries to develop their own

techniques". That was of particular importance for the developing countries.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that her country took a keen interest in

the question under consideration and she was pleased that a draft resolution had
been introduced. The mass media had a great influence on the attitudes of men
end women, and the Commission should seek some way of influencing the media.

In her country the radio broadcasting system, although it belonged to the State,
was an independent institution; the Parliament considered its report every year
but could not restrict its freedom of expressipn. The Norwegian broadcasting
system did not broadcast any advertisements and was thus free to act as it saw
fit. However, the films it bought abroad were not always satisfactofy.

While radio and television were developing in a positive direction,
magazines and newspapefs offered a stereotyped view of the role of men and women.
There were éometimes conflicts between the policy those magazines and newspapers
wished to follow and the advertisements they had to print, but it was not easy .
to influence newspapers or magazines belonging to private firms. She regretted
in particular that pictures of naked women were used to sell products. Comic
strips, intended for either children or adults, simply reaffirmed discriminatory
practices and formed children's attitudes for the rest 6f their lives.

She hoped that the situation would improve in the near future and said she
believed that it was possibie to influence the mass media through non-governmental
organizations and pressure groups which could, when necessary, convince firms
that their advertising was iﬁmoral and should be stopped.

Teachers should also be enéouraged not to inculcate_wrongﬂideas in children.

. She expressed regret that in-depth research had not yet been carried out on
the question. One experiment had been carried out in the field of the effect of
horror films on children. The experiment had shown that children who had seen
such films had been much affected by them and were more likely to commit acts of

cruelty or aggression than children who had not seen such films.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that her country's national commission on

the status of women had considered the question and believed that views should not

[onr
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be based on pure assumptions. The infl.-1ce of the media was not always negative..
. It vas often women's own attitude which determined public opinion about women, ‘
while men defended the status quo. Newspapers and magazines.had an infihence

only Ln the cities, while most of the populatlon lived in ruzal areas. Radio,

on the other hand, could influence the 1111terate populatlon 1n rursal areas, but
since the greater part of radio programmes were enterta1nment, radio d1d not

play a large part in forming public opinion. As for television, it hed a much
greater influence but was more limited because it only reached people in blg
cities. \

She stressed the positive image of women given in Indonesian comic strips.
Comics which described historic iﬁcidents from the Ramayane and the Mshabharata
made woman a symbol of purlty and wisdom, and the maln characters in those com;cs
were often women. _

In traditiondl society the local leaders, men and.women9 were the most
important means of forming public opinion, and'the& played a key role.

Her delegation was in favour of an interdisciplinary study on the influence

of mass media on attitudes towards the role of women in the community.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) said that the UNESCO representative had not been able to be
present at the meeting but had indicated that she considered the amendment
introduced by the representative of India concerning the production of films very
interesting. However, UNESCO, which did not have the necessary funds available,

~would not be in a position to take any action in that connexion.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.
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INFLUENCE OF MASS COMMUNICATION MEDIA ON THE FORMATION OF A NEW ATTITUDE TOWARDS
THE :ROLE OF WOMEN IN PRESENT-DAY SOCIETY (agenda item 10) (concluded)

(E/CN, 6/581, E/CN 6/L.673)

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) pointed out that the title of the 1tem
" should refer to "new attltudes" in the plural, not in the singular as appeared in -

the documentation. *

‘The CHAIRMAN asked the members of the Commission to take note of the
Colombian representative's statement. ‘

Miss PIETALA (Finland) commended the Secretary-General and the authors
of the report (E/CN.6/581), which she found interesting, revealing and
straightforward and which was presented in concise form. It was regrettable,

however, that only one of the socialist countries, Poland, had contributed to the
report. It would have been very interesting to have more information about the
influence of mass communication media in socialist céﬁntries, because there were
‘good reasonsito assume that the role of the media there was very different from
that in the mérkeﬁ-economy countries. The report as such was actually quite
digcouraging, because it showed how strongly mass communication was working“
against the aim of equality. of men and women. Everyone knew how strong the media
were in industrialized market-economy countries. It had been calculated that
about 2 per cent of GNP in the rich countries was used for advertising albné, A
whereas the United Nations had recommended that only 1 per cent of GNP should be
used for international development aid, a target which, humble as it was, was not «
even close to fulfilment. The chapter of the report devoted to recommendat1ons ;
was §ery short and lighp in content. In the view of her delegation, that showedwwmu
how small were the pOssibilities of changing the negative influence of mass
commnication. The problem was a Very complex one. A basic‘quéStibn'wﬁs the‘
ownership of mass media. As iong as a majority of newspapers, ﬁagézinés,_books;l‘y
films, and sd'on,~were prddﬁced on & commercial, profit-making basis, it could

not be expected that those media would work for social change and éreéiériédciéi“ B
equality. In Finland, more than 80 per cent of the bress’waS‘comméféiéi énd'  T

ohly 20 per cent was published by political organs or non-profit meking - /L f”
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organizations. Radio.and television, however, were State enterprises controlled
- by the parliament, which meant that a greater variety of views was expressed in
those media than in the commercial press. Nevertheless, commercial advertising
was permitted on Finnish television. The report rade the far-reaching influence

of advertising completely clear (paragraphs 68-T2). The manipulating effect was

~ connected to the -approach to women as consumers. That approach was simply a

; violation of human dignity. There seemed to be very little to be done about that

state of affairs in the market-economy System. Education and special consumer

i information seemed to be one avenue, however, for making'people, and especially

é women, more self-confident, aware and knowledgeable and thus less receptive or

- more resistant to commercial manipulation. There especially, school education

. was of the utmost importance. The quality and scope of school education should be

- such as to'give young people a functional over-all picture of their surrounding

- world, covering both national and international aspects. In the era of

technologically highly advanced mass media, pupils should be especially trained
to use the media and to become critical and resistant to manipulation through
them. Education was extremely important in the promotion of all the aims of

International Women ] Year, namely, equality, development and peace. It was not

' enough Just to talk about those concepts to pupils and to distribute the texts

of the Uhiversal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declaration on the Elimination

of Discrimination'against\Wbmen and other declarations. Curricula themselves and
the whole content of teaching‘and learning should be geared to those aims, and

she drew attention to the Instrument on Education,fbr International Understaending,
Co-operation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms (ED/MD/27) circulated to Governments by UNESCO in provisional form for
comment and scheduled for issue in 1ts revised form in March or April. That
1nstrument, and the general guidelines for teaching in all member countries, was

the most important thing that UNESCO had so far produced in the field of education.

| There was one aspect'of the influence of mass communication media which had not
been discussed in the'report at allj it was the influencevof mass communication N
across borders. At present filme and television programmes constituted the bulk of
the 1nformation transmltted from one country to another. It was natural -that the
commerc1ally efficient market-economy system should pour out that type of material
from ‘the more developed to the less developed part of the world or, .in other words,

. from the United States to Europe and Latin America and from Europe to developing

‘countries.v On the other hand, 1t could be seen from the report that the extent of

-
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distortion of the image of women was worst where commercialism was strongest, That
raised the question whether the principle of the free flow of information was apt to
promote the status of women and equality in general, The question vas very delicate
.and sensitive, bul. one must have the courage to discuss it., Against that background,
it was easy to understand the desire of developing countries to prevent the flood of
alien cultures over their peoples and the need of socialist countries to protect their
peoples from the aggressive Western mass media, At its seventeenth General
Conference, UNESCO had re-evaluated its view on the concept of freedom of speech by
declaring that the transmission of television programmes by satellite to the
population of another country, which would soon be technically feasible, should be
condemned unless there was an explicit agreement with the recipient country. Those
new views should be taken into consideration by the Commission, since they were
important to each country in the formulation of communication policy and also from the
standpoint of the protection of new generations from being manipulated by distorted
images of man and woman and the relatijon between the two. That also showed how
important it was for women to participate in planning and decision-making in all areas
of society, Through their active contribution to poiicyhmaking, women could best
influence the 1mprovement of the1r status in society and the promotion of eqna11ty,
development and peace,

>

Mrs. ALDAY (Ph111pp1nes) stated that the Ph111pp1nes recognized the
influence of mass communication media on the positive participation of all citizens
in the achievement of full national development, and with that purpose in view it had
established tﬁe Department of Public Information, consisting of three sections: the
Nhtional»Media Centre, the Media Advisory Council, and the Office of International .
Information. The Department facilitated the flow of information to the widest
.segments of the populat;on by means of television and redio broadcasting. She was
sure that its work would contribute greatly to activities connected to the -
International Women's Year. With regard to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.673, she -

proposed the 1nsert1on after operat1ve paragraph 2 of a new paragraph read1ng as
follows:

o T

"Inv1tes FAO and the other speclallzed agencles, in co-operatlon w1th the

Uh1ted Natlons, to include among the1r activities mass commun1cat10n programmes
that will promote equal rlghts of men and women and the 1ntegrat10n ‘of women in
the development effort,"

‘..:‘/‘..I‘
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Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that the Secretary-General's report was an

excellent beginning in a new field of interest, and she hoped that it would be the
first of a series of reports. As to the draft resolution, she hoped that India's
suggestion would be included. The Finnish representative's.statement gave food
for thought regarding new issues. In speaking of freedom of information; one
should also bear in mind the right of individuals to avoid intrusion and
manipulation by the communication media. The Flnnlsh representative had suggested
an educational approach so that young people and adults would have a critical
attitude to the messages transmitted by the communication media. _Often,.the media
seemed to be free but were in fact obliged to promote the interests of a few’
commercial, political and other pressure groups. Such control was the more
serious when it was not identifiable. It was obviously part of the technique for
successfully menipulating the masses.. The media's message should be scrutinized
to see whether it conformed to the objectives of safeguarding or promoting human
rights. The League of Arab States had directed its attention to that new area of
study and had organized a seminar on the subject, which had been well received.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominicen Republic) felt that unless the mass

communication media's negative image of women and their integration into the

process of development and change was modified, very little progress could be
achieved in promoting equality between men and women. The idea was a sensitive
oneg since it was, in a sense, opposed to freedom of expression.

Her country had sponsored draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T3 and hoped that during
International Women's Year there would be conferences and seminars on the influence
of mass communications media on the formation of a new attitude towards the role of
women in present-day society and that a regional seminar on the' subject would also
be organized. ' ‘ “

With regard to.the Philippine amendment, she asked the representative of FAO
to0 explain whether the request ‘would be within the scope of her organlzat1on s

mardate.

‘Mrs. JURADO (Food and Agrlculture Organ1zat10n of the United Natlons)
sa1d that FAO was a technlcal agency whlch prov1ded women in rural areas with

educatlonal materials on the bas1c needs of 11fe, such as nutrltlon, food and

/es.
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child care. She felt that the Philippine request was within the scope of FAO's

mandate.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) said that the decision taken by the Commission
at its twenty-fourth session to include the item in the agenda of the twenty-fifth

session had been based on'the great influence of mass communications media in
determining cultural patterns and moulding public opinion:. Studies had shown that
the greatest obstacle to the promotion of equality between men and women was the
attitude of society as a whole. It was therefore necessary tokerase the
stereotyped ideas that women were inferior and that they should play a limited
role in society. Accordingly; mass communications media should work to improve
the image of women and emphasize their positive and invaluable contribution to
society. -

Her delegation welcomed the information contained in the report of the
Secretary-General but hoped that there would be further. studies on the 1nfluence of
mass communications media on the formation of 8 new attltude towards the role of
woneit in present-day society.

Her delegation warmly congrafulated the sponsors of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.673 and would vote in favour of it.

Miss CHATON (France) said that magazines for women, and in recent years
those for men, tried to promote the sale of consumer goods and, at the same time,
gave a stereotyped image of the roles of men and women in society. However, it
‘had recently become clear that‘elthough associations of women Journalists were .
dealing with the main trends in the social, civic and economic activities of ‘
women, they were still fundamentally dependent on consumer-goods advertising.

The education of the public, both men and women, must begin with a'criticala
approach which sheuld be instilled into each person in the school or the hbme.

With regard to the activities of UNESCO, she referred to the first symp031um of
women Journallsts held at UNESCO headquarters in June 1973. . L

She shared the mlsg1v1ngs voiced by other representat1ves with regard to
‘satellite communlcat1ons but felt that the subject should be considered’ w1th1n ‘the .

context of the. information submltted to the Commission on Human Rights.
.v '/o- L
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Mrs. ASIYO (Kenya) said that Kenya had two radio stations and one
television network, all of whlch transmitted quite a few programmes designed for
women. The programmes were mainly educational in nature and a number of them were
‘aimed at promoting the status of women and their role in society. Some of them
wvere relayed in vernacular languages. A

The film censorship boards, which were largely made up of women, sought to
ensure that no undesirable or violent films were shown on television. Women's
organlzatlons appreciated the great influence of the mass medie and the p051t1ve
or negative 1mpact they could exert on a country.

Her delegation supported the suggestions made for pilot country studies on the
influence of mass cemmunication media on the formation of a new attitude towards
the role of women in present-day society. Accordingly, it supported'draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.673 and the amendments suggested by India and the Philippines.

Mrs, KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies) said that in her |
country there was full awareness of the influence exercised by the communlcatlon

media in the spiritual and moral formatlon of the Sov1et personallty. ‘
Questions relating to women and their participation in the economic and >
political‘life of the country received widespread publicity in the Soviet press,
which had a large circulation. Books too were inexpensive ‘and were published by
the million. Since there was no illiteracy in the Soviet Union;,the press exerted
“an enormous influence on society. ’ .
. The Sov1et press constantly exhorted women to part1c1pate in soclal and public
llfe and in productlon. ‘
It also promoted the development of a harmon1ous feminine personslity, and she
was happy to state that in the Soviet Union the press did not exercise a harmful

influence.

Mrs. CADIFUX (Canada) regretted that the report of the Secretary—General
described the aet1v1t1es of only 28 Govermnments and 22 non-governmental

qrganlzatlons w1th regard to the influence of mass‘commun;cat;ons medis, on the
formation of a new attitude towards the rolé of women in present-day soeiety. She
‘also noted that most of those countries, 1nclud1ng Canada, had stressed that  the
' mass commun1cat1ons medid were closely related to the structures 1nst1tut1ons,
,values and norms of soclety and, for that reason, frequently presented a distorted
y1mage of the role of women in that society. C N - v /.
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. Canadian women were aware that they still had very far to go to ensure that
mass communications media did justice to women and exerted a positive influence on

| the role of women in society. To that end, representatives of State radio and
television services and of the National Film Board were included in the
interministerial committee planning the programme for International Women's Year.

Her delegation enthusiastically supported draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T3.

Paragrdph 1T of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/581) stated that
the Canadian magazine Chatelaine had a circulation of 3 million copies in French.
Thet figure should be 300,000,

Miss TYABJI (India) felt that the report was extremely interesting but
that its scope might have been broadened. It should be borne in mind that a change
of attitude for men too was necessary in various fields, such as work, particularly
" physical work. In many countries, including India, menual work of every kind was |,
looked down upon, perhaps because there was a surplus of manpower, with an abundant.
supply of domestic servants., Efforts must now be made to\change attitudes tovards
the whole of menkind in general. It was necessary to learn to live differently 'and
to instil into people the concept of the dignity of work, whether manual or
intellectual. All those problems might also be included in the report of the
Secretary-General the following year. ' ‘ '

. Mrs. STABILE (Argentlna) sa1d that she wished, in her capacity as a

sponsor of the draft resolution, to make 8 comment The problem of 1ntegrat1ng i
women 1nto the processes of development and change was not beyond the control of
each country. The self-determination of each nation to use its commnnlcatlons
media in order to create a new 1mage of women was & ba31c factor. Once Governments
had taken the declslon to brlng about change, they in fact determlned how mass §
communlcatlons media were to be used to achleve the des1red change of 1mage. It
'was the respons1b111ty of women, by taklng advantage of the1r polltlcal rlghts and
optlons, to 1mprove the opportun1t1es available 1n each case to ach1eve the1r aams.k

Mrs. ANDREI (Romania) said, with reference to paragraph 6 of the report
that the influence of the mass 1nformatlon media clearly could not be viewed in
isolation from other communlcatlons medla, slnce they were not the only factor

kaffectlng a partlcular 31tuat10n. However, one could not deny the con51derab1e
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influence of the information media in creating new attitudes towards the role of
women in modern society and in advancing the status of women by helping to
eliminate prejudices and obstacles. That was a fact in Romeania, and the press, as
well as radio and television, exercised great influence on the progress of women,
as could be seen from the letters sent by women to the newspapers and other
communications‘media,‘ In her view, there was a very close relationship between the
actual situation of women and radio and television programmes, articles printed in
newspapers and magazines in all countries and'literature in general.

' In Romania the growing interest shown by women in social and civic questions
reflected positive changes in their mentality and, at the same time,‘expressed the

continuing evolution of socialist democracy. The information media which were

oriented towards both men and women did not take the view that women formed a
separate public, and therefore they exercised a very considerable influence. The
women of Romania unreservedly approved of the guidance'ggven by the press on
economic and social matters, designed to ensure a good life for present and future
generatlons.

Improvements 1n the structure of industry and the remarkable expansion of a
number of specialized industries closely linked with contemporary technological and .
scientific progress, such as electronics and chemistry, were frequently reported in
newspapers and magazines, on the radio‘and in other information media, and that
coverage was instrumental in attracting women to industry. Women's magazines no
longer confined'themselves to articles on sewing, cooking or fashion. In Romania
the threekmagazines intended for'tomen contained articles of general interest on
educatlon and technical questlons and also on the cont1nu1ng evolution of the
function of women in society. . They did, of. course, include articles wh1ch dealt

: prlmarlly w1th aspects of the life of women, such as marrlage, divorce and ch11d

care, but the most 1mportant th1ng was that the women s press was also of 1nterest

‘ to men and consequently, ‘exercised the same p051t1ve influence on men as on women.

3 Since she considered it the main function of the press, television and radio to

educate the publlc, she vas 1n full agreement w1th the ideas expressed in the draft

resolutlon.'

Ms. BOERSMA (Unlted States of America) emphas1zed the merlts of

”document E/CN 6/581 but expressed regret that the report of the United States had
‘not been 1ncluded 1n the Secretary-General's report, she d1d however, fully agree

[oos
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with the conclusions of the latter report. The United States believed that
governmental, non-governmental and other t&pes of organizations and educational

and research institutions should be encouraged to undertake research to determine:
(1) the images of men and women portrayed in mass media; (2) the influence of mass
media in changing attitudes to the traditional roles of men and women; and (3) the
power of mass media to effect cultural and legislative changes which would result
in the full equality of men and women. W@ﬁen's groups in the United States were
increasingly concerned ‘about the effect of mass media in perpetuating images which
hindered the development and integration of women in society. Although advertising
hed apparently still not recognized the éhanging role of women and continued to
depict them in stereotyped activities, programmes were being produced showing women
in a variety of roles. Referring to education”she said that textbooks, particularly
for primary schools, ﬁere being rgyrltten to represent both sexes in a variety of
roles, and at universities.women studies’programmes had recently become part of the
curriculum. ’

Ualted States film makers were clearly the worst offenders with regard to
perpetuating female and male stereotypes but studies were currently being undertaken
by many women's groups and educational institutions to reassess those ideas. The
proéess would undoubtedly be slow in advertising and films, but increased citizen
awareness of the narrow concept defining women in the mass media had begun to.exert
pressure on radio and television stations to air more programmes aimed at changing
and improving the image of women hitherto pfojected.

Whether mass media reflected the state of society or influenced it was still a
-subject 6f debate.k However, it was becoming increasinglykclear that neither men nor
women would any longer tolerate a limited image of women. As a result of new laws
and affirmative actlon programm=s, the number of women 1n predomlnantly male v
professions was increasing; the way in Wthh 1anguage could 1nf1uence the peréeptlon
of Jobs had also been recognlzedu Governmments had modlfled occupatlonal tltles : ;’
'~_w§enot1ng or connotlng sex stereotypes.- Her delegatlon,was hopeful that the mass
commuﬁication.media would employ mOré women in high policy-making posts.. Ir thewr
current trend in the Unlted States contlnued and grev, mass media would serve as tv

an 1mportant means of 1ntegrat1ng women fully into all aspects of 3001ety.>;
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Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) said that the responsibility of mass

media, especially television, for the wave of crime and violence throughout the

vorld was currently recognized. Young people especially tended to copv the pattern
of the behaviour portrayed. The more horrific a production the greater seemed its
success with the public and whereas the majority could take such entertainment in
their stride, the same was not true of certain groups who copied what they read or
saw to the detriment of their own life and the life of others.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.673 placed her delegation in a dilemma. While being
in agreement with its objectives and with action to overcoﬁe the prejudices referred
to in document E/CN.6/L.581, it questioned whether there were not, at the current
stage, clear limits to what could be achieved at the internstional level and whether
the answer lay in requesting United Nations studies, reports.and seminars 'when in
fact action was needed first and foremost at the national level. In the first
instance it was up to Governments to influence attitudes towards women in the mass
media by indirect meens; that implied a gradual re-orientation of government
attitudes towards specific problems; such as women and employment, as part of the
long-term process of ensuring that women were fully integrated in development and
in the life of the community.

In her opinion, the various reports requested in draft resolﬁtion E/CN.6/L.673
would contribute little to that process and she felt she should point out that the
report requested at the Commission's last session had only become available in the
current week, so that it was difficult to determine what its impact had been and in
what way it had contributed_constructively towards solving the probleme.
Accordingly, it was justifiable to ask what would be the fate of the reports,
seminars and so forth requested at the current session. Her delegation was also

. concerned about the possible financial implications of the recommendations.

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand) said that in Thailand the influence of mass

‘media was very greatbbut it did not harm women since many journalists, novelists and
writers were women. In every newspaper there was one'page'for'women, and both there
and in the two or three magazines for women information was provided on women's
advancement and‘activities. The three television stations in Thailand transmitted
quite a few programmes for women every week, but because they were shown very early

in the morning men could not, as a rule, watch them. On the whole, the mass media

S
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in Thailand were under the influence of women and would contribute very
constructively to the programme for International Women's Year - 1975. Her
delegation would vote in favour of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T3.

Mrs. OBA (Japan) felt that not only Governments but private and other
institutions should undertake studies on the influence of mass media in changing
attitudes. The mass media could contribute to the creation in women of a capacity -
to criticize information put out by the mass media. To teach the public to adopt
a critical attitude to information put out by the press and other media was
extremely important for developing and developed countries alike.

She congratulated the sponsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T73 on their
constructive work but said that she was not fully satisfied with the content of the
draft. She felt that it would be necessary to make a careful study before the
Commission could edopt & decision on the subject.

Mrs. LIPKOWSKI (International Alliance of Women) said that, noting that

the Commission was considering the question of the image of women projected by the

mess media, & group of non-governmentel international women's organizations had
discussed observance of International Women's Year. They had considered the
proposel made in document E/CN.6/576 that United Nations seminars should be held in
1974 and 1975. The& had suggested %hat one of those seminars should be devoted to
the Queétion of changing the image of women projected by the mass media, which
strengthened and perpetuated traditional and restrictive attitudes towards women's
role in society. Experts in psychology, sociology and anthropology as well as
experts in communications media, press, communications, publicity, public relations
and similar subjects would take part in the proposed seminar. The conclﬂsions of
the seminar would be useful to non-governmental organizations in planning their
locel,; national and regional seminars and in stimulating action to enéourage WOmen
to fulfil their potential and play their full role in human development. B
After the spohsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T3 had consulted each ™
other, and folloWing an exchange of views in which Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican
'Republic), Mrs. HOOGSTOEL-FABRI (Belgium) and Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics) took part, Mrs. HOOGSTOEL~FABRI (Belgium) read out drgft' 

/oo

e



i
i
i
¢
N

E/CN.6/SR. 624 -124-

(Mrs. Hoogstoel-Fabri, Belgium)

resolution E/CN.6/L.673 with the amendments accepted by the sponsors. In the third
line of the first preambular paragraph the words "in many countries" would be
inserted between the words "that" and "the mass". In operative paragraph 2, the
wordé "to carry out" should be replaced by the words "to consider the possibility
of carrying out” and between operative paragraphs 2 and 3 a new paragraph 3 should
be inserted, reading as follows:
"Invites all organizations of the United Nations system, particularly

UNESCO, to make a special effort to increase their audiovisual material

and deveiop their programmes in such a way as to promote the integraticn

of women in development."

Operative paragraph 3 would then become paragraph 4.

Miss PIETALA (Finland) proposed that, in the fifth line of the first

preambular paragraph, the words "and men" should be inserted between the words

"women" and "in present-day society".

After an exchange of views in which Mrs. HOOGSTOEL-FABRI (B lgium and
Mrs.MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) took part, the sponsors of the draft

resolution accepted the amendment proposéd by the representative of Finland.

The CHAIRMAN said that, if she heard no objections, she would take it that
draft resolution E/CN.6/L.673, as amended, was adopted unanimously.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.673, as amended, was adopted unanimously.

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES (agenda item 11) (E/CN.6/585 and
Corr.l and Add.l, E/CN.6/NGO/2k4T)

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy‘Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humenitarian Affairs) pointed out that document E/CN.6/585 differed from the report
presented by the Secretary-General at the previous session of the Commission, since
it covered the work programme for 19T4-1975, the medium-term plan for 19Thk-1977 and
the proposed programme objectives for 1976-1979, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 3043 (XXVII) adopted in 1972. Pursuant to that resolution, the Economic
and Soéial Council had decided to instruet its functional commissions and standing

committees to state their programme objectives so that the SecretaryQGeneral could
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examine and elaborate the most effective and economical means of achieving the
objectives in question and make appropriate recommendations in the biennial
programme and budget and the medium-term plan. In the absence of the views of the
Commission, which met every two years, the Secretariat had had to base the work
programme and budget recommendations in the field of the promotion of eqhéiity of
men and women primarily on the programme set forth by the Commission at its
twenty-fourth session.

One special feature of the new programme-budget exercise was that it defined
a limited number of specific activities. Eight of those were mentioned in '
paragraph 5, whiéh she read out, and which dealt with the work of the Secretariat-
in the application of decisions taken by the Commission and other bodies.

Each of those activities was described in chapter 1 of the report and some
details were given for the two-year programme 19741975 and the medium-term plan
1974-1977. _

Some general objectives were described in E/CN.6/585/Add.l for each of those
specific activities for the period 1976-1979. Many of them were based on l
speculation, since projects had to be formulated on the basis of what it was
believed the Commission would authorize in the future. In fact, the document should
be amended with additional reports and activities authorized by resolutions adopted
at the current session of the Commission. |

She asked the Commission to give special consideration to whether it wished to
change the priorities, and drew the Commission's attention to some specific
_activities, such as that described on page 1l of the English text, namely the
condition of women and children in special situations. The preparation of reports
on the legal and social condition of women in Trust and Non-Self-Governing
Te:ritories presupposed a great deal of work and time, and she wondered if that.
objective could not equally be achieved through the reports on the protectidn of
‘women and children in emergency or war-tlme fighting for peace, self-determlnatron“m
national liberation and 1ndependence. o

Another problem was that of the unmarried mother. She briefly outlined the
problem and said that since the Commission had already made an exhaustive study of
it, and since its programme of work was very heavy, the Secretary-General had
con51dered that it would be better not to include that item in the work programme'

for the current session and to seek the Comm1ss1on s opinion.

Jooo



E/CN.6/SR. 624 -126-

Mrs. DAES.(Greece) congratulated the Secretariat and Mrs. Bruce on
their excellent work in drawing up document E/CN.6/585 on the work programme for
1974-1975, the medium-term plan for 19T4-19TT and proposed programme objectives
for 1976-1979. She fully understood the difficulties inherent in elaborating
that new type of document, working within the framework established by General
Assembly resolution 3043 (XXVII). ° _

Her delegation fuily supported the fundamental objectives of document
E/CN.6/585. With reference to the specific activities listed in paragraph 5,
she agreed that assistance should be provided in the elaboration and implementation
of international instruments, but felt that it was.even more important to try to
ensure that existing instruments were implemented. She also supported the second
of the specific activities and that concerning the elaboration and implementation
of a programme for International Women's Year, 1975, which she was sure would be"
adopted. With regard to the fourth of the specific actiyities listed, she
reiterated that her delegation would like the role of women in society as citizens
to be mentioned. She also agreed with specific activities 7 and 8.

With reference to paragraph 30, her delegation would like the report to take
into consideration the debates of the Commission and the resolution adopted that
day. She was pleased that in paragraph 18 reference was made to & contribution
to the report on the Wbrid Social Situation with relation to women, and that
mention was made of a forthcoming project on the integration of women in
development with special reference to population factors.

She askéd Mrs. Bruce vwhat was meant in paragraph 24k of document i R
E/CN.G/SSS/Add.l by the reference to "substantive support", and she also inquired
to which 5udget the.necéssary funds would be chargeable, ‘

' She congratulated the ILO and UNESCO on their work and expressed the hope

that they would maintain their valuable co-operation.

Mrs. KASTALSKAYA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the
work programme for 19T4-1975, the medium-term plan for 19T4-19T7T7 and the proposed.

programme objectives for 1976-19T79 formed s wide range of activities and she would
like to know what the financial implications were for each. It was her
understanding that the Economic and Social Council wished the financial

implications to be indicated when the variousvprogrammes were drawn up. She thought
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it appropriate Qhat‘the Commission should be told what those implicatioﬂs were,
even in the form of a preliminary assessment. She would also like to know why a

chapter on technical co-operation activities had not been included.

Mrs .. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humenitarian Affairs), replying to the representative of Greece, said that
_everything in document E/CN.6/585/Add.l was a projection for the future which
could be accepted or rejected. Paragraph 2 referred fo assistance in the form
of expert advice, for example, for the elaboration of programmes. That was a type
of work which the Secretariat carried out frequently.

She informed the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
that in document E/CN.6/585/Corr;l it was envisaged that expenditure relating to
the work programme for 19TU-19T75 would be covered‘by existing resources; in any
case, the necessary adJﬁstments could be made so that the programme did not
exceed those resources. For example, from paragraphs 29 to 34 of document
E/CN.6/585 it was clear that the study programme schedule was not being met, due
to a need for more manpoﬁer, since the staff was very small. As for including a
chapter on advisory services, she pointed out that the Division of Human Rights
had‘been separated from the Secretariat and consequently the budget for the
human rights programme was likewise separate. That was why no mention was made
of it in document E/CN.6/585.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) asked Mrs. Bruce if that separation meant that

advisory services would no longer be provided, and inquired what that would imply

for the work programme of the Commission.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humenitarian Afairs) said that the programme of work included advisory activities,
as was clear from paragraphs 51 to 57 of document E/CN.6/585 dealing with
substantive support for technical co-operation activities. There would not be the
same degree of flexibility, nor so many activities as previously. But withiﬁ the‘
progremme there was a measure of flexibility, vhich meant that practically the

same services as ‘before would be available.

Mrs. HUTARk(Uhited States of America), at the invitation of the Chairman,
‘read out & document by which the President of the United States of America /

ﬁroclaimed 1975 International Women's Year.

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.
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625th meeting Thursday, 31 January 197k,
at 10.20 a.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES (agenda item 1) (concluded)
(E/CN.6/585  and Corr.l and Add.l, E/CN 6/NGO/247T)

Mrs. SAARINEN (Finland) said that the Commission had often discussed such
fundamental objectives as the integration of women in the total development effort

and the promotion of equality between men and women. However, it had given less
attention to the question of ensuring recognition of the importance of women's
increasing contribution to friendly relations, co-operation and world peace. The
delegation of the United States of America had submitted a draft resoiution
(E/CN.6/L.658) requesting the Secretary-General to organize an intefnational
conference during International Women's Year to discuss such issues. Her delegation
believed that such a conference would be very useful, but felt that it was
necessary to ascertain what financial resources would be available for that purpose.
Perhaps the regional conferences which had already been planned wouid be . equally
effective methods of disseminating such ideas; for example, in 1973 a large ,
conference for European women had been organized in Finland to discuss equality,
co~-operation and peace. The valuable work done by non-governmental organizations
should also be borne in mind. '

| Her delegation ﬁelcomed the amendment submitted by the USSR delegation
(E/CN.6/L.659) recommending that the General Assembly at its thirtieth session should
éonsider the situation and role of women in society as e separate agenda item. It
would also be useful to consider that item at the special session of the General
Assembly to be held in 1975, and again in the light of the results of the report on
the world social situetion to be published in 1975. ‘

At its current session, the Commission had had a very long agenda and the

discusston of individual items had therefore at times been a little superficiel.
Her delegation wondered if it would not be more useful to have fewer items on the
agenda at the next se551on so that they could be discussed. in depth. Her delegatlon
also felt that the work of the Commission would be facllltated if some kind of
resolutions committee could be estatlished at the beginning of a session to study all
draft resolutions and combine them whenever possible, so that the Commission itself

need not spend so much time on them during the plenary meetings. Finally, since it

/oo




. : =129- E/CN.6/SR.625

(Mrs. Saerinen, Finland)
was well known that one of the meain goais of the Commission was the promotion of

equality between men and women at all levels, her delegation wondered whether the
Commission should consider changing its neme to the Commission on Equality.
Her delegation wished to request that its proposals should be included in the

Commission's report on the item under consideration.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) supporfed the suggestion that the Commission should
consider changing its name, since she felt that the title "Commission on Equality"
would have a very positive psychological effect. She also felt that the title of
the draft Convention on the E11m1nat1oh of A1l Forms of Discrimination against
Women should be cbanged to the draft Convention on the Promotion of Equality between
Men and Women. Her delegation suggested that the Commission should consider
modifying its agenda for the next session: for instance, the item relating to the

protection dr women and children in armed conflict might be referred to either the
‘Third Committee or the Commission on Human Rights and the item on the position of
women and children in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories might also be
referred to the appropriate United Nations‘body. She noted that the report
contained in document E/CN.6/585 did not mention the financiné'of the activities
of‘International Women's Year and said she would like further information on that
" subject. She agreed, moreover, that it would be preferable to have fewer items on:
the agenda so that the diecmssions would be more serious. In_paragraph's of
document E/CN.6/585, where eight specific activities were mentioned, “she suggested
that the words "and in public 11fe" should be inserted at the end of item k4, that
item 6 might be referred to the approprlate United Nations body, and that ‘items 7
and 8 could perhaps be combined with item 2. In conc1u51on, she pointed out_that )
her delegation had received the documentation for the current session very iate and
she hoped that in future every effort would be made to ensure that representetlves

received documents much earlier.

Sr—————

 Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy D1rector, Centre fbr Social Development and Humenmtarlan
Affairs) said that she would reply to the questlon ralsed by the Indone51an ) L
representat1ve on the financing of Internatlonal Women's Year at a later t1me. EIn;~
connexion with the poss1b111ty of combining some of the act1v1t1es ment1oned by‘&he
Indonesian representative, she wished to emphasize that the 1tems listed d1d not
constitute an agenda, but merely a llst of activities. ‘ »
. 'She regretted that the members of the Comm1331on had not recelved the

documentatlon in good time for the sess1on. However many of the documents they
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used were based on information‘which Governments were requested to provide, and

it often'happened that Governments were unable to meet the deadlines laid down for
their replies. Consequently, the information was transmitted late and the
documents appeared late. She was aware that the Council had ruled that information
received after the deadline should be ignored, but she wished to remind the
Commission that, if the ruling was observed, there would frequently be insufficient
information available to enable reports to be compiled. It should also be borne in
mind that the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women Branch had & very small staff.
In 1973, one unexpeoﬁed activity - the preparation of the programme budget - had
occupied two professionals for one month and had taken up a full montn of her own
.t1me, that had naturally had repercussions on the preparatlon of other documents.
There might also be a problem as far as the actual distribution of documents was
concerned. The Branch itself did not dlstrlbute documents, but often made efforts
to send them, on a personal basis, to members of the Commission. It was the normal
procedure for the Permanent Missions in New York to ensure.the dispatch of

gocumentation to the members of the Commission.

‘Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) fully supported the suggestion by the Finnish

: representative thet there should be fewer iteme on the agenda of the Commission's
"next session, However, it felt that a change in the neme of the Commission nmight
‘lead to confusion and that it would be better to retain the present title of the
draft Conventlon on the E11m1nat10n of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
Her delegatlon also had some serious misgivings about the wisdom of referring

some of 1ts agenda 1tems, partlcularly the ones suggested by the Indones1an
representat1ve, to other orgens. In concluslon her delegation wished to commend -
the Secretaria;,for‘having included training~courses as part of the activities to

. be underteken under the programme for International Women's Year.

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) said that her Government took the question

of the‘preparation of documents most seriously. On the instructions of her
Government , she wished to place on record its diseppointment and dlsmey that,
desplte Economic¢ and Social Council resolution 1770 (LIV), under which all documents
were to be distributed at 1east six weeks before the opening of any session,

only one document had been recelved by that time. Since the members of the
Commission met as the representatives of their Governments, it was imperative that
the authorities at home should have ample time to consider the often complex; |

delicate and demanding questions before the Commission. Unfortunately, they had
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in most cases been able to achieve that only with difficulty. No fault could be
ascribed to the United Kingdom Mission, which forwarded documents with all‘.
dispatch, Now that the Commission met only once every two years, her Government
expected and had a right to expect the documents to be ready in good time. The
situation at the current session was therefore all the more unsatisfactory. If the
appearance of the majority of the documents had depended on bodies other than
United Nations Headquarters, her delegation could have understood the cause of the
delay. All the members of the Commission appreciated the tremendously hard work
put into the session by‘the staff of the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women
Branch, but that was cold comfort to Governments compelied to workvout views on
various subjects at such short notice. She hoped that many more documents would be

available before the next session of the Comm1s51on.

Miss CHATON (France) complimented the Secretariat on the work it had done
in preparing the report (E/CN.6/585). The activities set out in paragraph 5 of the
report were continuing activities and should therefore clearly be continued. They
were, after all, the reason for the Commission's existence. She did not think it
would serve any useful purpose to combine any of the dtems, since that would simply
result in one bulky document instead of a number of smeller ones, and lead to
confusion. _ . |

As to the idea of changing the Commission's name, she said that there was
still a great deal of work to be done on the status of women as,such.;.For instance,
less than two thirds of the series of_comparative legal studies on the status .of “
women in private law had been completed. That aspect of the‘pommissionﬁs‘work mnst
be contlnued._ | ' |

There were certain d1ff1cult1es in the Finnish proposal that a resolutlons f"d
committee should be set up, draft resolutlons were often prepared as each 1tem came,
under con31derat10n and it would be difficult to comblne them. BT ff“ﬁfffj'

Her Government had expressed its regret at the late distribution of documents,_»
but she understood the difficulties faclng the Secreteriat and the M18510n8. She;f
had often recelved documents personally before they had reached the approprlate N
government department She had hoped that the b1enn1al programme would help to
improve matters, but much depended on the Secretarlat whose personnel was llmlted

and on Governments which tended to. submlt replles late.
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Mrs., KASTALSK YA (Union of Soviet ‘Socialist Republics) said that her
delegation had received hardly any docurents before the beginning of the session.
That had made its work more difficult. The rerport on the status of women and family
plenning had been made aveileble in Russian only during the session; her delegation
had thus been uneble to study it, and had been forced to sbstain in the vote on
the relevant draft resolution. The bleme shculd not be placed on the Mlssions,
which often received documents late.

There was insufficient information in the report (E/CN.6/585) about the
financial implications of the work the Commission was supposed to do. There
appeared to be no budget provision for the medium-term end long-term programme.

It was clear that the work programme submitted was the pProgramme for the
Secretariat; her delegation wanted to see a programme of work for the Commission
itself. She agreed with other delegations thet certain changes Should be made in-

_ the programme. On a purely technical point, she hoped that the references in the
report to "instrument or instruments" would be corrected to show clearly that only
one docﬁment was involved. She had some doubts about the usefulness of completing
two sepérate studies on the status of women and femily planning, mentioned in
paraéraph 36 of the report; the Commission must consider its expeanditure of time,
work and reéburces; She wished to know why there was further reference to thé
report of the Special‘Rapporteur in paragraphs 37 and 40. She suggested that the
last sentence of paragraph 33 should be deleted; the Commission was working on a
-single convention that would cover family law. Lestly, she wished to know the cost
of the international part of the activities mentioned in paragraph 25 of the report..
?he Secretariat should provide the necessary information in time for delegations to

examine it at the'fifty-sixth session of the Economic and Social Council.

Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) said that her delegatiqn had read document k -
E/CN.6/585 with the greatest interest. She commended the Secretariat on' its clear,

concise and timely report, which exémined the majof probléms gffecting thevstatuéiﬁf' o8
women. end attempted to find real and effective solutions t6 those problems. Her
jdeléga#ion attachedkparticular importapée to the preparation of a study for

submission to’the Economic Commiséion for Latin America on .the pgrticipation of

women in the development of the region, and the measures to be taken to eliminate

discrimination and the lack of educational , employment and economic opportunities for
_womén. Such a regional study would be very useful in view of the great similarity
_ of the obstacles to the integration of women in the development of the various

‘countries of Latin America. o ' : Y
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She wal pleased to note that plans had been madé to hold two annual seminars
under the regulér programme of technical co-operation, despite the fact that no
further seminars could be orgenized under the advisory services progremme in the
field of human rights because of the restructuring of the Secretariat for budgetar&
reasons. Those plans would facilitate the implementation of the provisions of
Economic and Social Council resolution 1680 (LII) which had been édopted on the
recommendetion of the Commission. On the subject of the shortening of the agendsa,
she agreed that there was a need to reduce the number of items considered in order
to focus meximum attention on the basic issues. With regard to the question of
changing the name of the Commission, she did no%.feel”that.éﬁch a step would be
" wise because, as a result of the work done by the Commission over a number of years,
its name ‘had become well known and carried some weight even in countries not.
represented on it. She regretted that members of the Commission had not received
the necessary documents six weeks in advance, as required by the Economic and Social
Council. It was important that the Commission's final report and draft resolutions
should be sent to members of the Economic ﬁnd Soéial Council six weeks in advance so
that they would be given careful consideration; the Secretariat and the Genéral
Aséembly would then be able to take more effective follow-up action.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norwsy) said that her delegation supported the various
proposals put forward by the delegation of Finland with a view to shortening the

Commission's agenda, establishing a resolutions committee and changing the neme of
- the Commission. With regard to the latter proposal, she endorsed ﬁhe’views expfessed :
by the representative of Indonesia, and said that the fact that the secretariat of :
the Commission had changed its name convinced her that the Commission itsélf.shouid
have a similar name, to make it clear ‘that the aim was ﬁo ensure equal status for
"men and women, and not privileges fbrrwomen.‘ Referring to the Indoqésian sﬁggestions.ﬁ
that certein items of the progremme set out in paragraph 5 of the report should-be-
combined and others deleted, she said that she could agree to'thé‘deletionJOf‘a
particular-iteh if the Commission felt‘that it was already being adequately dealt-.

with by other United Nations bodies. Her delegation also shared the view of the

e
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delegations of Indonesia and Greece that item 4 as it stood was too restrictive, and
that words such as "in society™ or "in public life' should be added to give the
Commission a better chance to study the'legal and practical status of women.

Commenting on the Deputy Director's request for the Commission's opinion on the
inclusion in the agenda of an item on unmarried mothers, she agreed that the subject
_was most relevant but pointed out that it was covered by the question of the role,
rights and responsibilities .of women in the family, since an unmerried mother and her
child also formed a family. On the other hand, she could not. support the inclusion
of an item on the subject of children born out of wedlock, since consideration of .
such a subject would require the Commission to extend its efforts over too many
fields, instead of concentrating its attention on questions relating solely to the
promotion of equality between men and women. ‘ ' } .

Many complaints had been made about the late distribution of documents, which
left insufficient time for study of background papers. While the problem was a real
one, she felt that part of the blame lay with the various Governments, which never
provided replies in time. It had been stresséd earlier that very few Governments
replied to quéstions put to them about the situation of women, and that those which
did reply failed to meel the prescribed deadlines. Moreover, many Member State§
faced the added difficulty of having to have their’dpcuments translated into one of
‘the working languages before forwarding them to the'phited Nations. She suggested
" that the members of the Commission might urge their Go#ernments to give higher

priority to providing replies to requests for information from the United Nations.

 Mrs., STEVENSON (Liberia) expressed her delegation's appreciation to the

Deputy Director for her excellent introduction of the Secretary-General's report
(E/CN.6/585). She noted with interest. the new syétem of preparing work programmes’
for functional éommissioné and endorsed the programme of speéific,activitieé 
énviséged in the medium-term plan for 1974-1977, as well as the proposed programme .
obJeétives(fbr 1976-1979. It ™as gratifyingvto note that seminers on the prbmotion
pfiequality between men and women would Ee’continued as part of the technical ‘

cbeoﬁeration activities provided for in the medium-term plan.

4
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In view of the periodicity of the Commission's sessions, it was necessary to
keep matters relating to the promotion of equality between men and women and the
. integration of women in development under constant review. It was to be hoped
that the activities and studies undertaken during 1974-1975 and 19T4-1977 would
have a continuing impact.

Her delegation wished to appeal to the Secretariat to make adequate provision
for the dissemination of newsletters and other information material to members of
the Commission who did not reside in New York.

In conclusion, she emphasized the importance of the Commission's role in
achieving United Nations goals with respect to the promotion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all-without distinection. In that connexion, her
delegation had the honour to propose the following new item for inclusion in the
agenda'of the twenty-sixth session of the Commission: "Integretion of aged women
in the total development effort with a view to enhancing the quality of life"
Studies had shown that women were often abandoned, neglected or ostracized after
reaching the age of retirement. The establishment of programmes to ensble them
‘to participate in community and national development would not only enhance their
quality of life, but would also give them an incentive to contribute to the

achievement of equality, developmert and peace.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) welcomed the report prepared by the Secretary-
General (E/CN.6/585)., She pointed out, however, that the agende of the current
session of the Commission included an item on the exploitation of labour through
illicit and clandestine trafficking, but that that particular problem had not
been mentioned in the work programme submitted by the Secretary-General. Her _
' delegatlon therefore requested that it be added to the activities dealt with under
item 6 in paragraph 5 of the report, which called for an evaluatlon of the

condltlon of women and children in spec1a1 situations. ' ‘ e

Miss TYABJI (India) agreed with the Finnish delegatlon s proposal that -

the name of the Commission be changed, not only because of ‘changing attitudes,

but in order to'prepare for a'reorientation of the Committee's work. She also
supported the. proposed shortenlng of the Commlss1on s agenda, a step vwhich would

enable it to concentrate entirely on the ba51c issues. Referring to paragraph 18 (d)

e
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of the report (E/CN.6/585), she wondered whether reports on the pilot country
studies in question could be given by individual countries at the next session of

-

the Commission.

In striving to enhance the status of women, attention should be focused on
areas for which women had a natural talent, such as domestic work and house work.
Studies of that type of work should be carried out in countries such as the
Netherlands, Norway and Denmark, where it took on special forms. Studies should
also be made of other activities for which women might be specially suited. 1In
that' connexion, the mass communications media could serve as a powerful instrument
to enhance the status of women and promote the concept of the inherent dignity

of labour,

Miss BENITEZ (United Netions Environment Programme) drew attention to the

report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
on its first session, held in June 1973 (A/9025). That document mentioned many
‘subjects of vital interest to women which UNEP planned to study in depth as matters
of priority. One such subject was that of human settlements, and it was ~
significant that World Population Year in 1974 end Internationel Women's Year in
1975 would be followed by the United Nations Conference-Exposition on Human
Settlements in 1976, wﬁich would provide both governmental and non-governmental
prganizations with yet another opportunity to co-operate in a field which women

should recognize as one of naturasl concern to themselves,

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) commended the Secreteriat on its
efforts to present the work programme in such a way as to achieve increased
co-ordination between the recommendetions of the Commission, the activities designed
to implement those rééommendations, and the resources available. Although, in
view of the new budgeting procedure adopted, it was difficult to evaluate the
programmé, the eight specific activities listed in paragraph 5 of thé.report
(E/CN.6/585) seemed to cover the principal areas of concern adequrtely. Her
delegation considered the most important items‘to be those relating to the
integration of women in developmerit, International Women's Year, the status of
~ women and family planning, and the influence of the mass media on the role of
women,

[ens
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Her delegation hoped that a greater number of reports would be submitted by
member countries as a result of the work done by the Commission at its current
session, and expected additional work for the Commission arising from its
recommendations on such matters as the integration of women in development and the
role of the mass media.

Finally, she said she thought thet the general trends established in the
197h-1975 period would extend into the 1977-1979 period, and expressed the hope
that International Women's Year would generate 1ncreased efforts to create greater

opportunztles for women and to promote equality between men and women.

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand) asked whether, since there were very few
Engllsh speakers in her country, it would be possible to have the report
(E/CN.6/585) translated into Thei in order to make the information avallable to

the populetion and to ensure support from governmental and non-governmental agencies.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRDS (Colombla) said *hat her delegatlon was in favour
of reducing the number of items on the agenda and supported the idea of settlng

up a resolutions committee, ,

She regretted the delay in the distribution of documents for the session,
which had ceused difficulties for her delegation and had reduced the quality of
the Commission's work. She endorsed the suggestion that documents should be sent
directly to members of delegatlons in order to av01d the delays 1nvolved in o
transmitting them through m1s51ons._ '

Her delegation was very much in favour of special training courses and”sheff‘
was looking forward with great interest to seeing the ILO report on paxt-time R
employment. Part-time employment was & very sultable way for women to comb1ne "
work end femily respon51b111t1es. She endorsed the proposal by L1ber1a that an Y
item on the integration of aged women in development should be 1ncluded in the bdf
agenda. Women who were meture and had completed their famlly respon51b111t1es
could make an addltlonal effective contrlbutlon to development. Her delegatlon ;f":
would be very interested to see the report of the Governlng Councll of UNEP,

- She proposed that in order to maintain close and direct contacts between

representatlves, the Secretariat should supply a list of" thelr addresses.'
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N " Mrs, NOOR (Indonesia) said that, in view of the importance of studies,
tﬁé United Nations should improve the relevant financial procedures. In her
experience, when a country was asked to carry out a study, the United Nations
finance required was often delayed by red tape, and the country concerned had to
provide the money for the study in the meantime. Since most countries could not
do that without previous budgetary allocations, there was inevitably a delay in
preparing studies. She suggested that once the studies had been approved, the

meney might be allocated and transmitted through the resident representative.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Sociai Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) said that the comments and proposals made would be summarized
in the Commission's report. She was aware of the difficulties mentioned by the
representative of Indonesia and would teke the matter up with the appropriate
authorities with a view to improving what ﬁas a rather cumbersome procedure.

She was also very much aware of the difficulties caused to members and to
Governments by delays in the distribution of documents. She pointed out, however,
that the Economic and Social Council had decided that its functional commissions ‘
must meet early in the year. That had meant that most of the preparatory and
trenslation work for the sessions had had to be done during the latter part of the
General Assembly when the whole Secretariat was under great pressure. The
secretgriaf of the Commission had in fact worked overtime and at week-ends to
prepare the documents. '

| It was very important that members should ensure that Governments recognized
the priorities of the equality programme in their work in the Economic and Social
Council and in the Fifth Committee. The Commission's.budget estimates had to pass
a number 6f‘hurdles and were'cut at each step. The allocation of resources would
‘be éleérer with the programme budget, but she stressed that it was up to members
to sée that adequate financial provisions were made for the Commission's needs and

programméé,by the appropriate Bodies.

 Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) said that her delegatioh supported the idea that
tﬁere should be fewer items on the Commission's agenda. That would make the

( Commission's work more effective and would permit‘more thorough study of the issues

involved. She also supported the proposal to set up a resolutions committeé. The
delay in ‘the distribution}of-documénts, which seemed to be a general occurrence,
~ had prevéntedvher delegation from joining in the discgsSion on certein items.

“ o | /e
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She supported the proposal by Liberia that an item on the integration of
aged women in development should be included in the agenda.

Mrs. OBA (Japan) said that section G of the report (E/CN.6/585) did not
show what practical steps would be taken to reach illiterate women at the
grass=roots level or women who did not know the standard language of a country.
The question was not merely one of translation; attention must also be given to
technical methods. She felt that a study should be mede of better methods of

- communication, with particular emphasis on the visual approach.

She was very much in favour of reducing the number of items on the agenda
and of setting up a resolutions committee.

The. CHAIRMAN urged members to follow up the Deputy Director's suggestions
in the Economic and Social Council and the Fifth Committee.

The meeting rose at 12,05 p.m.
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627th meeting Thursd 31 January 197k,
at 3.20 p.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR (agenda item 3) (continued) (E/CN.6/588)

N,
* Mrs. DAES (Greece) introduced the report of the Working Group concerning

International Women's Year (E/CN.6/588). The draft progremme of activities for
International Women's Year, included in the report, was based on document E/CN.6/5T76
and was the result of intensive joint discussions since all the amendments summitted
and views expressed by members of the Commission, by the representatives of the
specialized agencies, in particular. the ILO and UNESCO, and by the representatives
of a number of non-governmental organizations, had been teken into account. The
draft programme would be annexed to the resolution which the Commission was
recommending for adoption by the Economié and Social Council and which appeared

on page 17 of the report.

In the preparation of the draft programme, due consideration had been given to
the needs of women in generel, and to those of the third world in particular, on
the basis of the provisions of the United Nations Charter, the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the International Covenants on human
rights, the Declaration and Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Recial
Discrimination and the Declaration on Principles of International Lew concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States.

Two questions remained to be settled, one concerning the organization of a
world conference and the other the establishment of a Fund, consisting of voluntary
contributions, to assist in financing the activities of the Year. The decision to
establish such a Fund was indispensable to the success of the Year.

Finally, she drew the Commiséion's attention to various corrections which had
t0 be made to the report,

In paragraph 8, second line, the words "draft resolution and" should be
.inserted after the word "following".

On page 3, under the title "Draft Programme for International Women's Year,
‘1975", the quotation from the fifth preambulaf paragraph of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination ageinst Women should be completed.

" on pege 4, paragraph 3, second line, the word "in", which had been inadvertently

. . & .
repeated, should be deleted. Jous
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On page 5, paragraph 8 (c¢), second line, the words "equal pay for" should be
inserted after the words "right to".

On page 5, paragraph S (e), the last clause after the word "States" should be
deleted.

On page 13, paragraph 34, the words "or instruments" in the second line should
be deleted.

On page 14, paragraph 39 should be preceded by the tltle "United Nations
System".

Mrs. JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina), Rapporteur of the Working Group, said
that in the preparation of the draft programme, the items included in the agends of
the twenty-fifth session of the Commission had been taken into account. For
example, special sttention was paid to the status of women in rural areas. In order
to implement programmes which would be organized for international Women's Year,

e special appeal was made for the participation of non-govermnmental organizations
and those representing different sectors of public opinion. Under paragreph 1 of
the draft resolution in the report, the Economic and Social Council was requested
to approve the programme of measures and activities recommended by the Commission.

Her delegation was prepared to provide all necessary clarifications to
delegations whlch might so desire.

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria), Repporteur, suggested that the follow1ng new
paragraph be inserted after paragreph 29:

' "The regional economic commissions should establish regional commissions
on the status of women such as the existing Inter-American Commission of Women
and the Committee on the Status of Arab Women which would: (a) advise end
assist the regional economic commissions in creating-and strengthening their
programmes and services related to the advancement of women; (v) piace special_
emphesis on relieving the burdens and increasing the ecohamic oatpuf df rural -
women engaged in agriculture and on providing facilities for food preservatlon .
and processing, child cere and co-operative education; (c) co-operate with

" interested United Nations bodles, intergovernmental and non-governmental
agencies -and, in particular, with the Cormission on the Status of Wbmen
The other paragraphs would be renumbered accordlngly. ’ :

Mrs. MARINKEVICH (Byeloruss1an Soviet SOCl&llSt Republlc) p01nted out thatn
in paragreph 35, the words "to elaborate & United Nations 1nstrument" should be f

replaced by the words "to adopt & United Natlons declaratlon
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Miss TYABJI (Indie) said that in the last sentence of paragraph 10, the
words "this section" should be replaced by "section II".

Mm.mme@Mmeﬁw,WMMwammlmwhmmtmd
Humenitarien Affairs), replying to a question by Mrs. NOOR (Indcnesia), pointed out
that the Inter-American Commission of Women, whiech was in communication ﬁith the
United Nations Commission on the Status of Wemen, was not part of the United Nations
~system. There were no commissions on the status of women within the regional
economic commissions: the Economic Commission fer Africa had, however, a;ranged 8
programme deeling specifieally with women.

The establishment of such commissions within the framework ef the ;egional

economic commissions would naturally have financiel impliecations.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that her
delegation wished to propose some amendments to the report.

On page T, part C, subparagraph (u) should precede subparagraph (r).

In subparagraph (u) (i), the words. "aspartheid and racial discriminatien" should
be added after the word "subjugation®. '

The W6rding of subparagraph (s) should be replaced by a text on the follewing
lines: ] ' '

"The participation of women in safeguarding peace which would create
economic, social, cultural and political cbnditions that contribute to the
advancement of the status of women and men."

In the first line of'subparagraph (v) the words “having due regard fer their
soverelgnty and non-intervention in their domestic affairs" should be inserted after

"ideas".

the word
In paragraph 34, the words "en 1nternat10na1 instrument. or instruments” should
‘be replaéed by the words "a new conVent1on . '
‘With regard to paragraph 39, her delegation wondered whether points (a), (b)
‘and (c) were not superfluous: it also felt that paragraph (v) in annex I, concerning
the organization of student workshops, which might have financial implieations, could
be deleted, since seminars had already been organiz;d‘on some of the tepics

concerned'

Mrs. COCKCROFT (Unlted Klngdom) congratulated the Wbrk:ng Group on 1ts
»report and said she w1she6 to make it clear that her delegation, although agreelng

Jues
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with the items of the report, had not changed the views it had expressed during the
discussions, particularly with regerd to the substance of paragraph 35.

Miss PIETALA (Finland) seid she considered that subparagraph (r) in
- section C should be included under the heading "Development" and not under "Peace".

Y

Mrs.‘ANDREI (Remania) stated that her country planned to organize a number
of activities to celebrate International Women's Year, 1975, on the basis of the
. draft programme submitted to the Commission., Her Government invited the Commission
on the Status of Women to hold one of its fortheoming sessions in Romania,

Mrs., ASIYO (Kenya) said that her delegation agreed with the draft
programe, particularly the proposal concerning the establishment of commissions
on the status of women within the regional economic commissions. On the occasion of
International Women's Year, Kenya itself intended to establish a national commission
on the status of women.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) said that the estabiishment of a nationsal
commission on the status of women in Ken&a would be of great interest to the
countries of the region, which might later benefit from the experience acquired.

Her delegation would like to propose a chenge in the first part of the
Nigerian amendment to paragraph 30. The new paragraph 30, as further amended, would
read as follows: ‘ .

"Recognizing that progress nith regerd to improving the status of women
will be accelerﬁted if common needs and resources in the various regions ere
considered to promote the advancement of women and their integration in
development, en appeal should be made to Governments of the variousbregions to
establish regional commissions on the status of wemen and to orgenize within
existing intergovernmental organizations and other similar organizatibns‘r
progremmes for women aimed at thelr full 1ntegrat1on in the national and
regional development. ‘

The rest of the ngerlan amendment would remain unchanged. :

Mrs, HUVANANDANA {Thailand) said thet she would like the words ' "and -
resﬁonsib111t1es to be inserted after the word ' 'rights" in the- second line of

. parsgreph 17. (e
‘/..c“ )
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The CHAIRMAN said that, if there was no obJectlon she would give the

floor to the representative of the Internatloga_ Planned Parenthood Federation.

It was so decided.

Mrs. MENDOZA (Internationel Planned Parenthood Federation) ssid that
the Federation intended to carry out a number of progremmes during International

Women's Yeer. In view of the high rates of maternal and infent mortality, it

- felt that thet must be the subject of further proJects. In eddition, the World
Populetlon Plan of Action failed to put emphaals on the contribution of family
planning to the health and mentsl well-being of women. Ancther area in which the
Federation considered it essentisl to make progress was education. It therefore
attached particular importance to edﬁcational programmes'for women who had not

had the opportunity te ettend school. Pilot projects dealing with femily life and
porulation education for the youhg had been drafted as a result of the workshop
held in Singapore in May 1973.' That apprcach to educatior. was particularly _
important,‘since young girlsewere likely to leave school before they were equipped
with a vocation, or able to cope with family responsibilities. The Federation also
planned to sup@ort functional pilot literacy progremmes.for'women in Africa.

The F~deration's projects for 197k also ineluded perficipatibn in law and
population studies in about 4O countries to identify particular laws that were
prejudicial to women's rights; the Pederation hoped in thax‘way'to assist national
associations which were trying to obtain the removal of sﬁch discriminatory
legislation and the enactment of appropriate legislation. ‘

Being avare of the signifieent role that non-governmental orgenizations played
in the advancement of women's rights, the Federation would orgenize a '
non-governmental workshop to be held in April 1974 in Teheran with the aim of
promoting exchenge of information and collaboratlon in the field of full rights for
women in relet1en +0 fam;ly plannlng. ) '

_ Flnally, the Federation would continue, in support of Internat1onel Wbmen 5
Year in 1975, the informetion and educatlon progremmes activated for World
Population Year at the naxlonal, regional and internationsl levels. It hoped that,
through its continuing collaboration with the United Nations Fund for Pepulation
Actieities and the Commission on the Status of Women .end through the recommendation|
made at the World Population Conference in Bucharest in 19Tk, it would be pessible

A
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to draw u§ new national and international plans and programmes and to use World
Population Year and International Women's Year to the fullest advantage. The
Federation reiterated its full support of International Women's Year and its
intentien to work in increasingly close co~-operation with Governments and with the
.United Nations and its specialized egencies to advance the concerns of the

Commission.

Miss CHATON (France) proposed an amendment to paragraph 34 of the report
(E/CN.6/588)., bearing in mind‘what it was possible to accomplish in one year, The
ﬁaragraph would read as follows:

. "34, Every effort should be made to pursue during the Year the elsboration of
an internationai instrument or instruments dealing with the elimination of
discrimination againsf women. "

She also reiterated her delegation's reservations regarding the subject-matter

of paragraph 35.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) proposed thax in the second line of
paragraph 18 of the Spanish text the word "femeninos", whiech had a restrictive

meaning in Spanish, should be replaced by the words "sobre le mujer'.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) supported the Liberian emendment to paragraph 30.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) congratulated the Working Greup, and its Chairman and
Rapporteur, on thelr contribution to the work of the Commission and on the excellent

report they had submltted concernlng Internat1ona1 Vomen's Year. ©She also thanked
the Secretary-General, whose working paper on the subject had been of great help to
the Commission in its work ‘ ’ '

The CHAIRMAN noted that the Comm1s51on had before it a draft resolut1on,
the text of which appedred in paragraph 9 of ennex III to the report (E/CN.6/588),
and that paragrephs 29 and 31 were the subject of separate draft reselutions
submitted by the United States of Americe end amended b& the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republies (E/CN.6/L.665 and E/CN.6/L.6T0). ‘ ' .

She requested the Secretary of the Commission to read out the proposed

o Somiminas 5

smendments to the report so that the Comm1551on could agree to them one by one,

before votlng on the first draft resolutlon she had mentloned.

[eos
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Miss ST. CLAIRE (Secretary of the Commission) read out the amendments.

| Mrs, LI Su=wen (Chlna) congratulated the members of the Working Group.
épartlcularly the representat1Ves of Argentlna and Greece, for the efforts they had

' made and the conscientious manner in which they had fulfilled their responsibilities.

Her delegatien, after carefully examining the Working Group's report on International -

Women's Year (E/CN.6/588), supported the action programme to promote equality between

_men and women. It had some reservations, however, and felt that the activities
?undertaken during International Women's Year should have a social basis, namely,
;the struggle of women in the world of today. The theme of the Year should therefore
%be the solidarity of women in the struggle against colonialism, imperialism, hegemony
}and so on, for the safeguarding of democracy and national independence, and for
respect for women "' s rights. Her delegation regretted that that point was not
| adequately reflected in the action programme as it now stocd.

If the actlon programme was put to the vote, her delegation would not part1c1pate
in the voting. '

Miss CHATON (France) said she would like to see the women from
industrialized areas mentioned in the Nigerian amendment amended by Liberia. She
- therefore proposed the addition at the end of the‘paregraph of the words: "to
provide advice and‘services in the industrialized regions to improve working
Acendltlons, famlly 11fe and partzclpatlon in all asrects of regionai develonment"

Mrs. DAES (Greece) said she supported the amendment submitted by N13er1a
and amended by L1ber1a as a whole. ;
With regard to the comment s ‘made by the delegation of Chlna, she said that
she was in favour of promotlng friendly relat1ons between nations, an idea which
1mp11c1tly embodled that of solldarlty, and felt that the idea of solldarlty should

be reflected 1n the theme of Internatlonel Wbmen s Year,

‘ The CHAIRMAN suggested that the meetlng should be suspended.
‘The meetlng wa.s suspended at‘S.OS_p.m. and resumed at 5,25 Delle

A“/'..
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Miss ST. CLAIRE (Secretary of the Commissicn) read out the redrafted
version of the new paragraph 30 proposed by Nigeria, as amended by Liberia and

France.*

Mrs. DAES (Greece) proposed the addition of the words "the regional
intergovernmental organizations" at the beginning of the first line of paragraph 33,
and the words "by commissions and" in the second line after the word "nrogrammes",

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Seviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation
had proposed the deletion of paragraph 39 (a), (b) and (c) but had no objection to the
retention of subparagraph (d). His delegation had submitted the amendment becausc
it would be regrettable for the Commission to adopt a programhe that discriminated
against women. There were in fact no provisions in the various rules and regulations
of the United Nations that could be considered to discriminate against women. The
training and refresher courses for staff members fell within the province of the
administrative bodies of the United Nations or of the specialized agencies, and should
not be mentioned in paragraph 39. It would be useful if a document could be prep-red
to show the steps taken by the ﬁhited Nations Secretariat and the specialized agencies
to improve the status of women since the formation of the Comm;ssxon on the Status of
Women in 19U6.

A

* Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) pointed out, in connexion with the proposal by the
Soviet Union to delete paragraph 39 (a), that the Fifth Committee had adopted a
resolution calling for the elimination by the United Nations of all practices that

discriminated against women; that proved that in certain cases men and women employed
by the United Nations were subject to different rules. The retention of paragraph

-39 (a), (b) and (¢) was therefore completely justified from that point of view,

‘Mrs. NOOR (Indones1a) said she stronglv suprorted the proposal by Nbrway

“to retain paragraph 39 (a), (b) and (2). She recailed in that connexzon what the

delegation of Canada had said at the Commission's twenty-fourth session on the ﬁw~w4m'
subject of the gross imbalance 1n Un&ted Nations recruiting of women to £ill1
responszble posts.

¥ Subsequently issued as document E/CN.6/L.660/Add.15 (para..14).
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Nevertheless, she shared the epinion of the Soviet delegation with regard to

 paragraph 39 (c) and proposed that the words "especially women" should be deleted.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) said she supported the Norwegian and Indonesian
delegations and agreed that the words "particularly women" should be deleted from
paragraph 39 (c).

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs) drew the attention of the members of the Cormissien to a study made by the
Secretaryaceneral at the request of the General Aasémbly in accordance with resolution
3007 (XXVII) on the compositien of the Secretariat. ‘That study of the provisions of
the Staff Rules and Staff Regulations of the United Nations showed that there were
many inequalities on grounds of sex: all of them, except maternity leave, were based
on the idea that the man was the breadwinner. Those inequalities mainly concerned
travel expenses for spouses and separation indemnity. In the»light of centemporary
thought, however, it seemed absolutely essential to eliminate those distinctionms,
eithef by revising the idea of dependants, or by applying other means. The General
Assembly was due to discuss the issue at its twenty-ninth session. She informed the
members of the Commission that it had been UNESCO that had proposed the insertion of
the paragraph in the programme for International Women's Year; thus it could be
seen that the problem also existed in that specialized agenéy at least.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) proposed the retention of paragraph 39 (a),
(b) and (c) and suggested the pessible insertion,. after the word "procedures" in
paragraph 39 (a), of the words "or de facto situations" which might be discriminatory

or ineguitable factors in recruiting.

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his
1nterpretatzon of paragraph 39 was not the same as that given by some members of the
Commission. The idea contained in the paragraph would be clearer if it stated, for
example, that the secretariats of organizations ef the United Nations éystem should
set an example by eliminating from their own staff rules any provisions that

discriminated against women. There was, however, no need to mention the‘procedures.

/ooo
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If the Indonesian proposal was accepted, it would not be necessary to
delete paragraph 39 (c). .
* As far as paragraph 39 (b) was concerned, however, he still thought that there
was hardly a need to include in the programme for International Women's Year an
item on staff training, since that was an internal matter and nothing in the

subparagraph concerned women as such.

" Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) seid that the question of equal
representation for women should be considered by the Commission in eonnexion with
draft resolutions E/CN/6/L.6TO and E/CN.6/L.665.

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Secialist Republics) said that it would not
be necessary to delete paragraph 39 (a) if the word "staff" was inserted between
the words "own" and "regulations". There was no need to retain the words "and
procedures". The matter covered by paragraph 39 (b) was the province of the,
administrative services of the secretariats of the United Natlons and the "

specialized agencles.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that there was often talk of discrepancies
between de facto situations and de jure situations. She thought that the term
"procedures" applied in the.case under discussion to de facto 51tuat1ons.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) suggested that paragraph 39 could be entltled "Secretarlats

' of the United Nations system". She also suggested that paragraphk39 (a) should

read: "eliminating from their own staff regulations and administrativeAprecedures

any provisions or practlces which may be dlscrzmlnatory agalnst women

~Mrs. NOOR (Indone51a) shared the op1n10n of the Sov1et delegatlon that
paragraph 39 (b) should not be retained. It mlght glve the 1mpress1on that the'
organlzat1ons of the United Nations system had never organlzed tralnlng and Qh

refresher courses for their staff members. She therefbre suggested that 1t shouldfe~
be deleted. e ' |

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Dlrectov, Centre fbr Social Development and i
Humanltarlan Affalrs) poxnted out that UNDESO had orlglnated the 1dea expressed p;f
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it was sometimes difficult for staff members, and for women in particular, to
malntaln their quallflcatxons at the required level, which was rising year by
year. The training and refresher courses fbr staff members therefore seemed

essentlal.

Miss TYABJI (India) suggested the addition of the werds "which have

special importance to the advancement of women" at the end of paragraph 39 (b).

Mrs. ALDAY (Phxllpplnes) suggested the addition of the words "with a
spec1a1 emphasis on the goals and objectives of the International Women's Year"

at the end of paragraph 39 (b).

Mrs. OBA (Jepan) suggested the addition of the words "so as women
, staff could‘partieipate as equally as men" at the end of paragraph 39 ().

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed the deletion
of‘anﬁex-; (v), because the General Aseemblp had aireedy adopted several relevant
resolutions that had been implemented. Such workshops could be arranged by the
United Nations as part of the consultative servicee it provided.‘ In the
_circumstances, however, that paragraph was superfluous. As to paragraphs (a),
(e), (d) and (e) of ennex I, he did not see their usefulness. In addition it
was impossible in his view to undertake in a single year the study of such

‘complex questlons.

. ‘ The CHAIRMAN p01nted out that the USSR delegatlon had ‘been represented
in the Wbrklng Group and that the Group s report had been prepared with that
delegatlon s partlclpatlon. '

' Mrs. DAES (Greece) appealed to the USSR delegatzon not to press its
i ‘proposal fbr the delet1on of paragraph (v) of annex I. In fact, the student
,workshops in qnestlon would be organlzed at the natlonal not the 1nternatlonal,
level and would be of very great 1mportence, since many students were acqnalnted
u';nelther w1thvthe‘Declerat1on,0p Prlnc;ples:of Internatlonal,Law‘concernlng ’
‘;_.Friendly Relatioﬁs and Co-operation amohg States in accordance ?ith the Charter'of
'] the. Unlted Nations, nor w1th the Covenants on Human Rights. Sheffelt ﬁpat"Greekj“

;f:glrls should become acqualnted w1th that quest1on.

o o
ERIES
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Mrs. JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina) said she hoped that the Commission would

begin a more constructive disclssion.,

The CHAIRMAN felt that the Commission had reached a consensus on the
amendments submitted, with the exception of those submitted to paragraph 34 by
- the French and the USSR delegations.

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies) said he had listened
. carefully to the explanation given by the representative of Greece: he understood
‘her interpretation of paragraph (v) of annex I and would accordingly accept the
retention ef that paragraph, since the proposed student werkshops weuld be
organized at the national level.

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria), supported by Mrs. OBA (Japan), moved the
closure of the debate on the question.

Mr. KHMELNITSKY {Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said he had no
objection to the Nigerian motion, but péinted out that the Working Group's report
was & very important document would would be read by many people, both men and

women., Consequently, it would be regrettable not to consider paragraph (a) of
annex I in greater detail, since thewuyin which it was currently worded was
unsatisfactory. His deiegation also proposed that the amendments to the Working
Group's report should be submitted in writing before the Commission voted on the

draft resolution in annex III.

The CHAIRMAN replied that the amendments had been read out clearly and
that it was therefore unnecessary to have them submitted in‘writing; Only

paragraph 34 of the report raised certaln problems.

, Mrss ST. CLAIRE (Secretary of the Commission) said that the Prench
.delegatlon had submitted an amendment to paragraph 34 for the replacement of the

words ' adoptlon of an international 1nstrument or instruments" by the words ,%”*7 .
elaboratlon of a new internatisnal convention" » and that the USSR delegat1on had .

propose@ the deletlon of the wordst 1nternatlona1" and 'or 1nstruments

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republlcs) said that, with' regard

to the Frenchl proposal to replace the word adopt1on by the wordy"ulaporat1on",_h15

' *v/.,‘... :
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delegation felt it was better to indicate the final objective of the Year, which
was the adoption of a convention. The text of a convention had been elaborated
and perhaps only the final articles were not juite complete.

He shared the view expressed by the representative of the Byelorussian SSR
to the effect that the amendments to the report should be circulated in writing.
In fact, it was important to have the vritten text of the amendment submitted by
the Nigerian, Liberian and French delegations, vhich dealt with matters of
substance and deserved special attention. It was necessary for each delegation to
hawe‘a clear idea of the various activities proposed for 1975.

Miss CHATON (France) said that her amendment to paragraph 34 did not 4
concern the substance of the question and that the Commission should show a practical
spirit by envisaging only what could be accomplished in 1975. Furthermore, her
delegation could accept the USSR amendment that would replace the words "an
international instrument or instruments" by the words "a convention".

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) accepted, in e spirit
of compromise, the wording proposed by the French delegation for paragraph 35.’
On the other hand, he séid that it was not possible to proceed immediately to the
vote on.the draft resolution in annex III of the Working Group's report, since some
details of the programme for International Women's Year weré still in brackets
and agreement had not been reached on them. He again proposed that substantive
amendments should be submitted in writing at the following meeting, in acéordance

with rule 51 of the Commission's rules of procedure.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) pointed out that the draft resolution in annex III of
the Working Group's report had hbeen drawn up with the constructive co-operation of
the USSR delegation. |

The CHAIRMAN read out rule 51 of the rules of procedure of the Commission:
concerning the submission of draft resolutions and substantive amendments or
motions. She suggested that the Commission take a vote on the USSR proposal.

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) requested that rule 51
of the rules of procedure‘shoﬁld be applied in the case of the proposal relating to.
the new paragraph 30 submitted by the Nigerian, Liberian and French delegations,

foes
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since it concerned questions of substance. He did not consider that a vote on the
- matter would be useful. His delegation had no comment to make on the draft
resolution itself, but felt that members of the Commission should have a clear idea

of the programme before adopting the draft resolutien.

Mrs. ROMO ROMAN (Chiie), observing that the Commission had reached a
. deadlock, requested the Nigerian, Liberian and French delegations to withdraw their

proposal.

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) proposed that a vote should be taken on ‘the
USSR proposal. . - ‘

The CHATRMAN put to the vote-the USSR proposal to the effect thet the
proposal .made by the Nigerian, Liberian and. French delegat;ons should be submitted
in writing.

The USSR proposal was rejected by 17 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions.
The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the draft resolution in annex III-of the
Working-Group's report -(E/CN.6/588). ' |

The draft resolution relating to Internatzonal Women's Year was adgpted by

20 votes to none, with 3 abstenb1ons.

Mr. SMIRNOV (Unlon of Soviet SOCIallSt Republzcs) sald thet the reason
why he had abstained in the vote on the draft resolution.was not that he had '
reservations concernlng the latter, but that his delegat1on did not have a clear o
idea of the proposed programme of actrvltmes. In fact in paragraphs 29 and 31 of
the Working Group' '8 report, some measures on whlch agreement had not been reached ;
wvere placed in brackets. His delegatxon had not been able to.examine in detail
the proposal ‘made by the ngerlan, Inberlan and French delegatlons slnce 1t d1d
not have the text. in wrltlng.

Mrs. OBA (Japan) said she had abstained because of the many oral e

e

‘amendments which certain members of the Wbrklng Group had submltted to the text of :
- the report. SRR SRR g

Mrs. STEVENSON (leerla) sald that ‘the resolutlon Just adopted had
financial 1mp11cat10ns for Governments and ‘for 1ntergovernmental and ' :
' non-governmental organizations. She therefbre wzshed to submlt the follow1ng short;’

" draft resolution:

rpe;fpmvlpﬂmy‘z:iip
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"The Commission on the Status of Women,
Recommends that the Economic and Social Council adopt the following
draft resolution:

'The Economic and Social Council,

‘Welcomes voluntary contributions fmom Member States,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, private foundations
and interested individuals to supplement the resources available to
implement fhe programme for International Women's Year,

., . Calls upon the Secretary-General to accept such voluntary
contributions'."

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
THEIR INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT (agenda item T) (concluded) (E/CN.6/L.665/Rev,l)
Miss ST. CLAIRE (Secretary of the Commission) informed the Commission
in connexion with draft resolution E/CN.6/L.665/Rev.l recommended for adoption by
the Economic and Social Council that the decision in paragraph 2 had financial .
implications. On the assumption that the Chairman would attend the forthcoming
eessions of both bodies, the cost of travel and subsistence was estimated at
$2, 000 in respect of the Commlttee for Development Planning in Vienna and $2, 500
in respect of the Oommlttee on Revxew and Appraisal in New York. Should the ‘
.Chairman- deslgnate another member of the Commission who was based closer to the
venues of the sessions 1n questlon, the estimated cost of travel would be reduced
accordingly.. . ' ’

The meeting rose at T p.m.

SR
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628th meeting Friday, 1 February 197k,
' at 3.25 p.m.

Chairman: Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL '

w

The SECRETARY-GENERAL said that he was happy to convey personally to the

Commission his keen interest in the obJectives and goals it was seeking to achieve,

He had followed the work of the session closely and assured the Commission of his
whole~hearted support for its work and especlally for International Women's Year
in 1975. | o

The Year coincided with the time of increasing awareness of the extreme
importance of the achievement of equality cf men and women, not only as a
fundemental principle' of human rights, but also as a prerequisite for sociel and
economic development, and stimulus for world peace. The‘implementation of the
programme of activities that the Commission hed elaborated for the Year would
receive the highest priority. l o '.kA

He had seen with interest that among the measures suggested in the programme of
activities was an appeal to orgenizations in the United Nations system to set an
example to the rest of the world., He wished to assure the Commission that - the
question of differential treatment based on sex, and other poss1b1e 1nequa11t1es, -
would be discussed by the Flfth Commlttee of the General Assembly et its session
in 197h He was very conscious of the need to appo1nt more women to pollcy-maklng
positions in the Secretarlat and urged Governments to nominate more ‘women
candidates, so that they could hold senior and profe551onal p051t10ns in the
secretariats of all the organlzatlons in the United Natlons system. e |

The work of the United Nations and 1ts agencles, 1mportant though it was, wasM‘

one element only. It was the respons1b111ty of members of the Comm1351on, wbo”"’

represented Member States and non-governmental organizations, to work for the
realization of‘thevthree'maln obJectives of the Year:v equalaty,ldevelopment_andﬂ?§§1
peace, | . BRI b

The 31gn1f1cance of the Year would depend on what was achleved. W:th the
help of everyone, it could make an 1mpr1nt on hlstory - not only the hlstory of.

Flnally, he extended hls very best wmshes for the success of the work of the

j Comm1851on on the Status of Women., f el j : g ,“»( ; ZA; _*t}ﬁf;;} /2»‘g‘:_*7‘
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. The CHAIRMAN thanked the Secretary-General for his statement to the
Commission and pointed out that it was the second time he had delivered such a:
statement, The first time had been on the occasion of the appointment of a woman
to a senior position on his staff. She particularly welcomed the presence of
Mrs. Sipila, Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs, and former Chairman of the Commission.

She expressed the hope that the three objectives of International Women's
Year - equality, peace and development - would be translated into reality at the
local, national, regional and international levels.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR (agenda item 3) (concluded) (E/CN 6/L.658/kev.1 and 2,
E/CN.6/Lo659, E/CN.6/L.6Tk and E/CN.6/L.6T5)"

Mrs, STABILE (Argent1na) reiterated that her Government, which attached
the greatest {ﬁportance to the full development of women and men on a basis of equal
rights and responsibilities, had decided to host at Buenos Aires a regional seminar
to be held in 1975, on the occasion of International Women's Year. The seminar
would not coincide with any meeting of the Commission. The theme of the seminar
was to be:- "The participation of women in economic, political and social
de#elopment. Obstacles to their integration".

The CHAIRMAN congratulated the Argentine Government on that decision.

M1ss St. CLAIRE (Secretary of the Comm1s81on) said that, in the Journal
for that dey, the reference to the draft resolution in document E/CN.6/588, annex I,
‘paragraph 9, had, due to a typing error, 1ncorrect1y reflected the.vote of the

Soviet Union. The entry should read: ™"17 votes to 2, with 3 sbstentions".

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Commission that, on the previous day, the
representative of Liberia had submitted draft resolution E/CN.6/L.675. She invited

members to comment on 1t.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) asked, with reference to draft resolutlon
" E/CN.6/L,675, whether there were any precedents for voluntarykcontrlbutlons.

Mrs. BRUCE (Depﬁty Director, Centre for Social Development” end
~Human1tarlan Affairs) said that precedents did ex1st in the Decade for Act1on to

Combet Recism and Raclal Dlscrlmlnatlon.

[uen
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Miss TYABJI (India) supported the draft resolution.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) also supported the draft resolution and recommended
that the Commission adopt it. She said that some people had already made
contributions with a view to ensuring the greatest possible success of

International Women's Year.

Mrs. ALDAY (Philippines) and Mrs. MAKA (Guinea) congratulated the
sponsors of the draft resolution and said that their delegations were joining as
sponsors.

Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) supported the draft resolution and hoped that its

provisions could become a reality.

Mrs. ANDREI (Romania) requested that, at the end of the second paragraph
of draft resolution E/CN;G/L.GTS, a comma should be added, together with the words
"through Member States", since she felt that the Secretary-General coulé not accept
contributions from-individuals.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and L
Humanitariaa Affairs) said that there were no fixed rules in that respect, but she
knew that the Secretary-General had already accepted a contribution‘from‘an
individual. -That was not contrary to‘the general policy of the United Nations.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked for
clarification regarding contributions from individuals, since she aia not feel it
would be proper to accept them. Although she was not opposed to adoption of the
- draft . resolutlon, it might perhaps be adv1sable to speclfy that the funds would be
used for the Year.

Mrs. SIPILA (A551stant Secretary-General for Soc1al Development and
Humanmtarlan Affalrs) sa1d that, as it stood ‘the text was not restr1ct1ve and was
open to various legal 1nterpretat10ns. If the text were to be 11m1ted 1t ‘would
become self-defeatlng. ‘She was sure in any case that the Secretary-General wéﬁiﬁf :
not accept anyth1ng 1n contraventlon of Unlted Natlons regulatlons, whlch d1d not
stlpulate that all contr1but1ons must be made through Member States. The text of ~
the draft resolut1on had already been con81dered by a hlgh-ranklng off1c1al from : 5
the Finance Offlce, who' had found nothlng that confllcted w1th Un1ted NatlonS’ -
regulatlons. R v ‘ ST T T 7“ x,‘ S ;“/5.,ft
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Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) considered that, in view of the explanations
given by the Assistent Secretary-General and “he Deputy Director, the paragraph
should remain unchanged, since in that form the draft resolution would have the

greatest impact.

Mrs. ANDREI (Romenia) said that, in view.of the explanations of the
Secretariat, she would not press her‘suggestion, which in any case had not been a
formal proposal. ‘

. The CHAIRMAN said that if she heard no obJectlons, she would take it that
the Comm1551on adopted draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6T5 by consensus.
It was so agreed.

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of Amerlca) 1ntroduced draft resolution
"E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2, and explained that her delegation could not accept the Soviet
Union amendments'to the operative paragraphs as they were currently structured in
document E/CN.6/L.659, becsuse their adoption would eliminate the p0331b111ty of
holding a world conference.

“Regarding the questions raised about the source of funds for the conference.
it was her understending that the Commission on the Status of Women hed no authofify
to make any decision on the financing of any programme proposed by the Commission.
The Commission could only recommend. Therefore, the Commission must first
recommend a world conference to the Economic and Social Council: then the Couneil
would act on the Commission's recommendation, and finally the Fifth Committee of the
General Assembly would study the resolution. Only the General assembly could .
appropriate funds. However, in order for the Economic and Social Couricil and the
General Assembly to consider the holding of the world conference, the Commission
must recommend the adoption of a .esolution in that connexion.

The 1mportance of the intervietionsl conference was that it would be & meeting
of representatlves of Governments who would be committed to carrying out its:
recommendations to improve the status of women. Representatives to other types of
meetings'did not carry that authority. An international conference wonld influence
Governments o implement recommendations desiguned to achieve the full integration of

women in all sectors of national life.

/...
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The United Nations had always held international conferences in response to
specific pressing problems. The time had come to direct international attention to
the social, economic, polltzcal and cultural discrimination against women. The
conference would be a call for action so that all women could achieve equal status
with men and take'part in the work of 1mprqv1ng the quality of life for all.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies) introduced the
‘amendments in document E/CN.6/L.659. Such an jmportant international conference
required careful preparation, including the elaboration of a programme which would
Justify its being held; yet the Commission would clearly nbt have time for such an
uudertaking. ‘

In draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2, it was requested that the international
conference should examine to what extent the United Nations system had implemented
the recommendations for the elimination of discrimination against women. She pointed
out thet such a recommendation had already been adopted, nc? only by the Commission
on the Status of Women, but by other United Nations bodies, includirnz the General
Assembiy. Moreover, the proposal to hLold the conference had come late, when the
calendar of conferences for 19Tk and 1575 had alresdy been edopted. Also,
additional funds would have to be appropriated, siﬁce it was estimated that the
conference would require an' investment of $300,000, not including the costs to te
met by the host couantry, and thus far no country had offered to host the conference.
The additioqal staff which would be required would increase administrative costs at
a time when the Secretary-General was appealing for economies to be made. Her
deiegation could not, therefore, agree,to such expenditure.

Her delegation was equally unable to sgree with the suggestion that the
conference should be given highest priority. Although it would be an event of
international significance, it should not be forgotten that there were other even

moir2 important events, such as the Conference of the Comm1ttee on D1sarmament, whlch

would dircetly involve not only women but also men and chlldren. The best forum"

P
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to stress the importance of the’ item would be the General Assembly; where

135 countries were represented by both men and women., Consequently, in the
second paragraph of document E/CN.6/L.659, the Soviet Union proposed that the
operative paragraph of dreft resolution E/CN,6/L.658/Rev.2 should be replaced by a
paragreph recommending to the General "Assermbly that, at its thirtietb =ession, it
consider as one of the .items an item entitled "The situation and role of women in
society, with speéial emphasis on the need to eﬁsure the equality of women and

on the contribution of women %o the achievement of the goals‘éf the Second
Development Decade, the struggie against'racism and racial discrimination; the
strengthening of international peace and the development of friendly relations and
co-operation among States’’. Moreover, if the matter was considered in the
General Assembly, there would be no financial implications.

With reference to the new preaMbular‘pa}agraph proposed in document
E/CN.6/L.659, she said that, at the request of the developing countries, the topic
had alreaﬂy been included for consideration by the General Assembly at its
twenty—eighth session. She hoped that ell delegations were ready po support her

amendment,

~ Mrs, COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) said that herbdelegation wished to mgke
an oral subamendment to the amendments proposed in document ¥/CN.6/L.659. The

subamendment was extremely straiéhtfbrward and simple, and would strengthen the
- text., Her delegation therefore hoped that it wbuld meet with the approval\of the
sponsor. The subamendment referred to paragréﬁh 2 of the Soviet Union proposal,
where the final clause should be deleted, starting withbthe words "the struggle
ageinst racism". L

Her delegation's reasons for proposing that subamendment were 8s follows:
first, the twin themes of ensuriné the equality of women and locking at their
contribution to the goals of the Second Development Decade were sufficient;y
wide and precise to form an adequate basis for discﬁssion.‘ Second, by extending
and efiolating the subject-matter there would be & real risk of opening the
flood gates to aimless and polemical debate on the broadest front. Third, the
struggle against racism and racial discrimination, the strengthening of
international peace and the development of friendly relstions and co-operation

among States were subjects which were dealt with by other bodies and -mnder uany

feae
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other items in the Genera; Assembly's agenda and did not easily lend themselves to
discussion from the particuler angle of women's contribution. The wider the
agenda, the weaker would be the impabt of those subjects recognized to be important
for all women. She therefore appealed to the Soviet Union to look favourably on |
the subamendment. ' |

[

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) seid that there was no denying that the Conference

was important and would lead to international discussions, the edoption.of
measures, world-wide ppblicity and, finally, perhaps the implementation of the
principle of the equality of men and women.

The Commission on the Status of Women,naturally.hed no authority in financial
natters and could only make suggestions or recommendations to the Economic'and
Social Council, but it must place on record its unshakable opinion that specisal
efforts must be made for the celebration of International Women's Year, in order to
focus general attention on world-wide problems which were of direct coheern to half
the world's populat1on - women - but which were also 1mportant for the other half - -
men - whose attitudes end dally lives: would also be affected by a chanpe in the
status of women. ‘

Her delegatlon supported draft resolution E/CN,6/L. 658/Rev.2 ‘but felt that ,
while it was important to adopt the draft resolution, it was equally important to :
ensure that representatives, on returning to their countries, manoged to obtain
support to solve the problem of the financial implications, which would-be’ ’
considered first by the Fifth Committee of the Generel Assembly in September~197h
Although it was true that the calendar of conferences had already been approved, as
stated in document E/CN 6/L.6T4, the problem. could be resolved by the. Economic end
Social Council in May, or by the General Assembly in September 19Tk,

As for the amendments proposed by the Soviet Union (E/CN.G/L.659), she agreed
with the United States delegation that the proposed amendment to the preemble was -
accepteble, but thet the aﬁendment proposed for the opefétive pefthOuld weaken the |

resolution,

‘Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) recalled that there were precedents for

convening an international conference in connexion with an international year, as

. had happened in the case of International Year for Humah Rights‘and,;more recently, -

) '/oo,o '
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World Population Year, and she saw no reason vhy a different procedure should be
followed in the case of International Women's Year. Obviously, a conference of

that nature would have the greatest impact on the general public. Her delegation

supported the Kenyan suggestion that the conference should be held in one of the
developing countries and commended draft r qolutlon E/CN 6/L.658/Rev.2 to the
"Commission's attention.

Mrs. MARINKEVICH (Byeloru551an Sov1et Soclallst Republlc) said that she
would like Internatlonal ‘Women's Year to be glven the 1mportance 1t deserved but
that she could not support draft resolution E/CN.6/L. 658/Rev 2 because the preamble
; d1d not faithfully reflect General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII). Nor coﬁla she
~ fsupport the operative part of the draft resolution subtmitted by the United States

calllng for the convening of an 1nternat10nal conference durlng Internatlonal
Women's Year, ‘because of the expense that such'a conference would 1nvolve,
. partlculanly in view of the fact that the blenn1al budget had already been approved
-and that thebUnited Nations calendar of conferences for the years 19T4-1975 already
1nc1uded such important events as the Conference on the Law of the Sea and the -
' Wbrld Populatlon Conference, not to mentlon a multitude of reg10na1 conferences and
semlnars. " Measures that directly or 1nd1rect1y related to the question of,nhe
‘status of women would be adopted at most of those. meetlngs. |
| She was conv1nced that the Secretary-General would be able to prepare a
- report on the various metters referred to in draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2
" and that the feport could be suBmitted to.the General Assembly at its thirtieth
session for examlnatlon and approval, thus obv1at1ng the ‘need to convene a
conference and av01d1ng the consequent expenoe.
| / Her delegatlon fully endorsed the amendments in document E/CN.6/L.659 and
‘hoped that the sponsors of draft resolution E/CN 6/L 658/Rev.2 would do so too.

‘Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republlcs) sald in answer to

~the United Kingdom representaxlve that she did not understand why part of her
amendment should be deleted: International Women's Year would have three goals and
she did not see why only one should be referred to. As for the reference to racial

discerimination, which Norway had called into question, the Soviet amendment had

b /...
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emphasized that because it was the most brutal form of discrimination. Her
delegation felt that the Commission on the Status of Women should not skirt around
political aspects. The Commission had already approved a programme and she .
therefore requested that the subamendment be withdrawn.

_ Mrs. DAES (Greece) supported draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2 and
the first amendment, in paragraph 1 of document E/CN.6/L.659. As for the second
amendment, in paragraph 2 of that same document, she fully supported the United
Kingdom subamendment. In order to:make it clearer and_broader, she suggested that
the words "Consideration of" should be inserted before the words "The situation
and role" in the second line of paragraph 2 of document E/CN.6/L.659. The
paragraph would thus read as follows: (

"Recommends to the General Assembly +hat at its thirteith session it
consider as a separate agenda item an item entitled 'Consideration of the
situation and role of women in society, with special emphasis on the need‘,
to:ensure the equality of women and on the contribution of women to the

achievement of'the goals of the Second Development Decade'."

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) supported draft resolution E/CN. 6/L 658/Rev.
and sa1d that she particularly welcomed the request in paragraph 1 that special

axtentlon be glven to women in rural areas. She hoped that the conference referred

‘to in the .draft resolution would be held in a developing country and that" sufflclent :

resources would be made avallable to the Secretary-General to organize the
conference. ©She asked the delegatlons present to edopt the draft resolutlon by
acclamation. ‘ Lo

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of Amerlca) expressed satisfaction at the
empha51s placed by the representatlve of Byelorussia on the fact that efforts should
‘be made to improve the status of women: however, there was no ‘better way of worklng B
towards that end than by organizing the international conference as the Secretary- , .
General was recommended to do in paragraph 1 of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2.
The reference to "sdditional funds" was erroneous, for the draft resolution did: not
mention "additional funds”. Paragraph 2 referred to a reordering of priorities from,-i

within available resources; in other words; since the budget for the biennium had-

[oee
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already been approved, it was hoped that the funds to finance the conferénce would
come from the budget through the elimination of activities of lesser priority.
Those recommendations would be subject to decisions of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the Fifth Committee and the General
Assembly. As for the amendments submitted by the Soviet Union (E/CN.6/L.659), she
accepted the suggestion in the first paragreph thaet a new paregraph should be
inserted in the preamble. But the suggesiton in the second paragraph that the two
paragraphs in document E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2 should be replaced by paragraph 2 in
document E/CN.6/L.659 would do away with the suggesteéuinterhational conference.
‘She would be prepered to suﬁport the second Soviet amendment, if it wes added to
and did not replace the two paragraphs in draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev52.

Mrs. BERNARDINC (Dominican Republic) summed up the work of the Commission

| on the Status of Women by saying that nothing could be more appropriate and
effective than an international conference during International Women's Year.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2 expressed the desire of all delegations to help
women. She urged ell delegatiohs to approve that draft resolution withbut delay at
the twenty-fifth’session,‘since.the Secretary-General had already implied approval

of it in his statement.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) stressed the impértance of the international
conference which the Secretary-General was being asked to organize in paragraph 1
of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2. The activities of International Women's

Year should focus on and culminate in some sct. She endorsed the statement of the

representative of Nigeria that the conference should be held in a déveloping country

and hoped that the draft resolution would be given the broad support it deserved.

Mrs. HOOGSTOEL-FABRI (Belgium), speakihg in support of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2, said that International Women's Year should be properly
organized and that therefore thé conference would not be out of order. There was

‘no reason why the.Commission' should be the least favoured body. Not only did she

support the views of the United States representative but she also asked why

feos
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additional funds should not be requested. The programme "Social development and
humanitarian affairs" under section 7 of the budget provided for a budget of
$2,037,000 for 197k and.$2,106,000 for 1975. That programme contained a
"Promotion of equality of men and women" component with the budget of $378,000
for 1974 and $388,000 for 1975, but the budget (document A/9006) contained no
more detailsiabout International Women's Year, which was to be celebrated in
1975. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions had
considered the Secretary-General's proposals for the subsection "Social
development and humenitarian affairs” and had recommended that, instead of A
creating three posts, as requested, only one P-3 post should be established.

It was not known whether that reduction in staff would‘affect Internatidnal
Wemen's Year in any way.. In conclusion, it could be said that the Advisory‘ ,
Committee hed not reduced the appropriations requested by the Secretary—Generel
for International Women's Year, even though no exact figure had been submltted to
the Fifth Committee. The only flgure submitted - the staff reduction recommended i
by the Advisory Committee which the Fifth Committee had approved under the
section_"Social development and humanitarian affairs" - had been submitted

indirectly.

 Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked the
Assistant Secfetary-General whether the Secretary-General was empowered to chaﬁgeﬂ
~ measures already approved by the Fifth Committee and the Economic end Social
ACouncll regarding the budget, and recalled that paregraph 2 of draft resolutlon
E/CN. 6/L 658/Rev.2 called for a reordering of priorities.

- Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary—General for Social Developﬁent,and'»
Humanitarian Affairs) said that that was a very important problem,'for»it.was the ,‘E
first time that a budget had been approved for a two-year periodif The question'
had recently been raised whether the system of biennial budgeting ruled out the. ..
possibility of an 1ntergovernmenta1 body adoptlng its own measures in cases where~
a programme orlglnally intended to cover one year was subsequently extended 1nto
the second year of the budget period although no funds had been allocaped 1n,the
budget for the second year. The answer to that hypothetical case had been that
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there should be a flexible response when new needs arose, One example of those

new needs would be an energy conference. As the representaxlve of the Soviet

Union had said, the Secretary-General was not empowered to allocate funds if no
provision was made in the budget. However, if a body recommended's measure yith

.finaneial implications, the organs which had -the power to do so could take such a

step.‘In the case in question, the Committee would simply recommend the holding

~of the conference and, if the Member States wished it to be held, the respective

~ organs could take the necessary steps to alter the budget.

Mrs. ASIYO (Kenya), speaking as a sponsor of draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.658/Rev. 2, said that the proposed conference would offer a unique
' opportunlty to share experience and to consider to what extent the United Nations
. had 1mp1emented the‘resolutlons for the e11m1nat10n of dlscrlmlnatlon against

women. -

Kenya hoped that the draft would receive the support of all members of the

Comm1351on and that the Economlc and Social Council and the General Assembly would

" adopt the resolutlon. o "

In conc1u51on, she relterated her appeal that the conference should be held

in a developlng country.

Mrs. ALDAY (Ph111pp1nes), spesking as a sponsor of the draft resolution,
sald that what ‘her delegatlon hoped for was the achievement of total development
with the full partlclpatlon of women, partlcularly women in rural areas.

She felt that the holding of the conference would be one of the main events

of International Women's Year and that consideration should be given to making

the conference a. success rather than to the expenditures which it would involve.

" Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailsnd) said that, as a sponsor of the draft

" resolution, she could agree with the United States delegation that

amendments 1 and 2 of the Soviet Union were acceptable, provided that amendment 2
began with the words: "Add the following paragraph to the operative part of the

/en.
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draft resolution" instead of "Replace the operative paragraph of the draft
resolution by the following paragraph:". ' ' |

She proposed that the Comuwission should proceed to a vote.

Mrs. ANDREI (Romnv‘) said that she would like .to support both drafts,

but although she cons:dered the idea of a world conference to be excellent, it was

necessary to be realistic. Both the representatlve of Belglum and Mrs, Slp11a had
 reminded the Commission of the obstacles inVolved. . Perhaps in the future those

obstacles would not exist. Furthermore, if the draft resolution was adopted, it
would be submitted to the Economic and Social Council to which only a certain
number of the Member States belonged. The best solution would be to forward the'

. draft resolution to the General Assembly for con51derat10n at its 1975 sess1on.

In addltlon, the Secretary-General could be asked to submit a report on the actual

implications of the holding of the conference. If it was decided to convene the B

) conference, it could be left until 1976, when it could also be used for an

v
Y

She wished to make it clear that she was not prop051ng an amendment but simply

appealing to the spirit of co-operat1on of all d/lEEatlons. )

Mrs. OBA (Japan) appealed to the- -Soviet delegation, to’ agree to the
Unlted States subamendment which called for the addltlon of a new operat1ve paragraph

1nstead of the replacement of the existing paragraph.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) announced that consultatlons were currently

being held on the pos51b111ty of offering Colombla as the venue fOr the proposed

international conference.
e

Mrs. STABILE (Argentina) asked the representative of the Secretary-General

if the reordering of priorities from within available resources.called for in |
paragraph 2 of document E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2 would affect the holdlng, in 1975, of two.
semlnars which had been approved the previous. day, in accordance w1th “the proposals :

contalned in the programme of work (E/CN.6/585, para. 52).

- Mrs. SIPILA (A351stant Secretary-General for Soclal Development and ‘
Humanltarlan Affairs) said that it mlght still be. p0351ble to hold the two semlnars.f
since the relevant funds were already’ prov1ded for in the budget. There was no ,

reason why paragraph 2 of the draft resolut1on should affect that decisicn.

/.f'..'- |
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| Mrs, HUTAR (United States of America) pointed out that, while it was

. not for the Commission to concern fﬁeelf directly with the sources of financiﬁg,
it could address itself to the Ecc . mic'and Social Council which, in turn, could
make & recommendation to the General Assembly, whose budgetary experts would
cons1der the matter,

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) proposed that the words "by a reordering of
~ priorities" should be deleted from paragraph 2 as they might detract from the aim-
" of the draft resolution. She felt that it might be preferable to ieave it to the'
Secretary-General and.the relevant organs to decide whether or not to feorder

priorities, and to obtain the necessary resources.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) confirmed the offer of Colomb1a to host

the Internatlonal Women's Year conference.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Colombia for 'its generous offer.

Mrs, BERNARDINO (Dominican Republic) said that she felt the Commission

should accept the offer of a sister country, Colombia, to host the-conference, She

had served as Vice-President of the Economic and Social Council and her experience

was that the Council almost never rejected an offer of that kind,

She felt that the question of organizing a conference during Internaéional
Women's Year had been sufficiently discussed and aeked the representative of the
Soviet Union if she would be prepared to withdraw her amendment to the operative
ﬁart of draft resolution E/CN,6/L.658/Rev.2, since that amendment would rule »sut
the holding of the conference, which one country had'already offered to host.,

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Socdial Development and
Humarritarian Affairs) thanked the representative of Colombia for the invitation
to hold the conference in her country. The offer was particularly generous in view
of the financial burden which would have to be borne by.the.host country;' She
suggested that the Commission should decide whether the conference was to be held

or not.

Mrs, NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that she would

like the Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
to clarify once again whether the conference would have financial implications or

not.

/...



-169= E/CN.6/SR. 628

Mrs, SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) referred to the text of paragraph 2 of draft resolution
. E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2 which said "from within available resources". The representative
of the United States had already declared her willingness to leave the question of
the reordering of priorities to the Economic and Social Council. She‘pointed out
that Indonesia had proposed that the words in question should be deleted, so that
paragraph 2 of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.? would read: "Calls on the
Secretary-General to provide substantive preparation for the Conference from
within available resources." The "available resources" would consist of what was
available either within the special budget which had already been approved, or

through the provision of additional resources,

Miss TYABJI (India) said that the significance which the holding of the
conference would have was recognized by all. 'Nevertheless, she asked the
Assistant Secretary-General whether the Secretariat would be in a position to
undertake the immense task of preparing the conference within such a short space
of time and whether the conference would justify the effort involved. .

Mrs. SIPILA (Assietant Secretary-Generel for Social Development and
Humenitarian Affairs) said that she was unable to give a definite answer, since"
shekdid not know whether the Economic andASocial Council would take action on the
question in May,wdr whether the matter would have to be deait»with by the General
Assembly. If the General Assembly considered the question in'éeptember'there R
would obvioﬁsly be very little time left until February, assuming that the Econemic
and Social Council were to decide- ‘that the conference should be held at that tlme.
She pointed out the difficulties whlch the Secretariet would face with regard to
staff, since it would be very difficult for ‘the Secretariat to carry out the
duties a551gned to 1t with the staff avallable. '

The. CHAIRMAN remlnded ‘the Commission that there had. been a proposal by

' Indonesia with regard to the reorderlng of priorities referred to in paragraph“2“Vﬁ‘
of.the draft resolution (E/CN.6/L. 658/Rev.2,,

Mrs. NOOR (Indone31a) said that it was p0331b1e that the reorder1ng of
priorities mentloned 1n paragraph 2 of the draft resolutlon would affect '
programmes. thax benefited the developlng countries. If that were the case, her :
delegatlon could not accept that prOV151on in the fbrm in which it had been =1” ‘:e
subm;tted. o e "‘ :,‘r | "fm' 1‘1£'~31e\’/;:;21£

A,
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Mrs, HUTAR (United States of America) said that, without going into

' deta11 ‘there must be consistency with the biennial budget that had been approved,
She was not trying to attack the budget but merely wished to state that the
conference could take place without violating the financial decisions that had been
universally supported. She urged the representative of Indonesia to withdraw her
»amendment, and‘expressed her thanks for the offer made by Colombia,

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that she maintained her amendment.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that she understood the misgivings felt by the

representatlve of Indone31a, 51nce it was impossible to tell which programmes would

te affected by the reordering. If the words "by a reordering of priorities" were
deleted, the words "from within avallable resources" would remain; that did not
necessar;ly mean that programmes that benefited developing countries would be
ellmlnated. The w1thdrawa1 of the amendment submitted by Indonesis would facilitate
the adoptlon of the draft resolutlon. n

'

Mrs. STEVENSON (leerla) said that she understood the misgivings felt by

the representative of Indone51a, consequently, without having consulted the other

‘sponSors,>she proposed an amendment which consisted of the addition of the words

w1thout preJudlce to present development programmes" at the end of paragraph 2

Mrs. HUTAR (Unlted States of America) said that if that amendment were
"adopted, the Comm1551on would be maklng a distinction beyond its terms of reference.

'"’It was better to leave budgetary cons1deratlons to the approprlate bodies.

Mrs. NOOR (Indones1a) sa1d that she accepted the wordlng proposed by the

§ representatlve of Liberia.

Mrs. SIPILA (Ass1stant Secretary-General for Soc1a1 Development and ' 2

i»Hhmanltarlan Affalrs) said, with reference to the comments made by the

<«

‘f,representatlve of Norway, that in the new programme budget system in operation in
yythe United Natlons it was not possible to have resources which were not allocated

fffor 8 part1cular programme.

“/Q--',
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The CHAIRMAN said that if there were no objections the meeting would be
suspended to allow the sponsors of the draft resolution to hold consultations.

It was so decided.

The meeting was suspended at 5.35 p.m. and resumed at 5.55 p.m.

Mrs. SIP.LA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and
Humenitarian Affairs) said that rule 3% (3) and (h)-of‘the rules of procedure of
"~ the Economic and Social Council answered questions of who should decide and when,
what criteria should be applied and what decisions could be taken on priorities.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) asked the Deputy Director of the Centre for

Social Development and Humenitarian Affairs whether the resources for the

conference would affect the technical ass 1stance funds in any way.

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humaniterian Affairs) said that they would not be affected at all, because the
resourees for holding the’conference were covered by a different section of the
budget.

Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) sa1d that in the llght of that explanatlon she
wlthdrew her amendment. She said that the sponsors could not accept the amendment '

submitted by Indonesia.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that the'explanation given by the Deputy
D1rector had allayed her fears, but she asked for her statement to be reported 1n
“the summary record of the meet1ng. Prov1ded that were done, she could accept” the
wordlng of the draft resolution as it stood and w1thdrew her amendment. i

e The CHAIRMAN rem1nded the Commlss1on that the suonsors had accepted the fj"
v flrst emendment submitted by the SOV1et Union - the addltlon of & new preambular

~7Paragraph. ‘ L T : »“L <;w'§‘.ﬁudf
The representatlve of the Dominicean Republlc had requested the Sov1et Un1on to

w1thdraw 1ts second amendment.

United Natlons bodles. She therefore requested that her amendmeni should.”
to the vote.. ' ” S S T
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Mrs, BERNARDINO (Dominican Republic) said she regretted that she must

inform the Soviet delegation that, although she shared some of that delegation'é
misgivings, she would vote against the amendment, because it would do away with the

- conference which was to be the climactic event of International Women's Year.

The CHAIRMAN asked the United States represéntative whether she wished to

maintain her subamendment to the second amendment in document E/CN.6/L.659. ¥

. ' Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) said that her delegation could

’accept the new paragraph proposed by the Soviet Union only if her amendment were

retained. .

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that she could

not saccept the subamendment by the United States because it was not yet clear what

the programme of the conference would be, how it would be arrenged and where the
resources for it would come from. There was already a budget for 1974-1975; there

‘was no reason to change it,

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) withdrew her amendment.

Mrs. DAES (Greece) withdrew her subamendment. She said that it had only

been a suggestion to facilitate the work of the Commission.

The CHATRMAN put to the vote the amendment to the operative part of draft
resolution E/CN 6/1.658/Rev. 2 appearing in the second paragraph of document

E/CN.6/L.659.

The amendment was rejected by 1k votes to 3, w1th 12 abstentions,

At the‘request of the representative of the Dominican Republic, a vote was

taken by roll-call on draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2.

The Philippines, having been drawn by lot by the Chalrman, was called upon to

vote first.

" In favour:

Philippines, Thailand,~United Kingdom of Great Britain;and ¥
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Argentina,

' v‘Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican

Liberia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway.

Republic, Egypt, Greece, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya,

/.o;
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Against:- Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Hungary.
hbstaining: Romenia, Zaire, Belgium, Finland, France, Guinea.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted by 21 votes to 3, with
6 abstentions.

Mrs. SHELIEY (Office of Public Information) said that in response to
resolution 3610 (XXVII) of the General Assembly, which proclaimed International
Women's Year, the Assistant Secretary-General of the Office of Public Information

had established en International Women's Year task force to co-ordlnate information

activities of the Office of Publlc Information to maximize and st1mulate media

coverage during the period. The Office of Public Information would do its utmost to

prepare materials in advance of the Year.

Mrs. SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) said that her country's offer was an

eloquent testimony to her delegation's interest in the international conference to

be held during Internetional Women's Year. It would be a great distinction and -
honour for Colombia tokreceive»its distinguished guests, and would be a favoureble
opportunity for Colombie to contribute to the most important event of International
Wbmen‘s Year. It would also be a good opportunity for the development countries to
study on the spot the problems and great expectations of the developing countries.
All that would help to attaln the three main objectives of International Women's

Year: equelity, development and peace.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK -

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy D1rector, Centre for Soclal Development and
Humanitarian Affalrs) informed the Commission that neither the Rapporteur nor the 1
Secretary would be able to have the part of the report covering the 1tem under ﬂ_
discussion ready for approval at the evening meetlng. The Commlss1on mlght wish thef;f
, Rapporteur and the Secretary to underteke to include that part: of the report after

the end of the session. " : L i SR ff;ﬁ

It was so declded.

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.






