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42. Continuation of the general discus
sion on threats to the political inde
pendence and territorial integrity of
Greece

The PRESIDENT: I call upon the representative
of Australia.

Mr. EVATT (Australia) : I quite realize the re
sponsibility of speaking in the full Assembly on
this matter which has been so fully debated in the
First Committee. I expected that, unless there
was some new matter of very great importance,
the decision of the First Committee would be rati
fied by the Assembly, which is made up of the
same delegations and, I suppose, the same per
sons. We had a very long debate in the First Com
mittee, and it was strongly contested. The views
of the representatives were expressed, in some
cases many times expressed, and we also had the
advantage of hearing the representatives of two
countries which are not members of the United
Nations, namely, Albania and Bulgaria. However,
the proceedings have taken a different course and
yesterday the representative of the USSR, for a
space of nearly two hours, went into the matter
afresh. He was followed by the representative of
Poland.

I think, in the interest of our Assembly and its
proceedings, and of the future course of action in
cases of this character, it is important that the
position which now confronts us should be
summed up so that our vote, when the time for
voting comes, may be given with the full under
standing of what it means and what it implies. It
seems to me that a great question of principle is
involved here, and I am not thinking so much of
the particular case of Greece and the three coun
tries to the north of Greece-Yugoslavia, Albania
and Bulgaria-but of the way in which the As
sembly or the United Nations will act when facts
are disputed. .

As a matter of fact, the history of this question
goes back to the appointment, by the Security
Council, of a Commission of Investigation, pre
cisely because the facts were in dispute. That Com
mission of eleven members, representing the
eleven countries on the Security Council, was
<!.ppointed with no opposition in the Security
Council, and the representative of Poland said
yesterday that he was entirely in favour of a com
mission of investigation designed to ascertain the
facts. But it is the old story: you appoint some
one to find out the facts, and, if the verdict is
against you, like disappointed litigants, you do
not like the inquiry. '

\

42. Suite de la discussion· generale sur
les menaces contre I'independance
politique et I'integrite territofaale de
la Grace

Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglais) : Je donne
la parole au representant de l'Australie. -

M. EVATT (Australie) (traduit de l'anglais) :
Je suis parfaitement conscientde la responsabilite
que j'assume en prenant la parole, eh seance ple
niere, sur une question que la Premiere Commis
sion a discutee dans les moindres details. Je pen
sais que, a moins qu'un fait nouveau de tres
grande importance n'intervlnt, la decision de la
Premiere Commission serait ratifiee par l'Assem
blee, qui comprend les memes delegations et, je
suppose, les memes representants que la Premiere
Commission. Nous avons eu de longs deb'ats au
sein de celle-ci, ou la question a suscite de vives
controverses. Les representants ont exprime leurs
points de vue, en certaines occasions a maintes
reprises, et nous avons eu egalement l'avantage
d'eritendre les representants de deux pays qui ne
sont pas membres de l'Organisation: l'Albanie et
la Bulgarie. Toutefois, les debats ont pris un tour
different. Hier, pendant pres de deux heures, le
representant de l'URSS a repris de nouveau la
question, suivi par le representant de la Pologne.

Je crois que, dans l'interet de notre Assemblee
et de ses travaux ainsi que des dispositions apren
dre al'avenir dans des cas de ce genre, iI importe
de resumer la ~ituationqui se presente a nous afin
que, lorsque viendra le moment de voter, nous
puissions le faire en toute connaissance de cause.
Il me semble qu'une importante question de prin
cipe est en jeu, et je n'entends pas tant le cas par
ticulier de la Grece et des trois pays qui la
bordent au nord -la Yougoslavie, l'Albanie et
la Bulgarie - que lamaniere dont l'AssembIee
generale ou l'Organisation devra agir en cas de
contestation portant sur des faits.

A la verite, l'origine de la qQestion qui n0'1i'
occupe remonte ala creation d'une Commission
d'enq~etepar ~e Conseil de securit~, creation qui
a eu heu preclsement parce que les faits etaient
l;:ontestes. Cette Commission, dont les onze mem
bres representaient les onze pays membres du
Conseil de securite, a ete creee sans qu'aucune op
position se manifestat au Conseil, et le represen
tant de la Pologne s'est declare· hier entierement
partisan d'une commission d'enquete chargee
d'etablir les faits. Mais c'est toujours la meme his
toire: on charge quelqu'un de rechercher les faits
et, si la decision est d€favorable, on est mecontent
de l'enquete, comme tout plaideur de5boute.
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I suggest to this Assembly-and it is the only
safe method of procedure-that if we appoint
persons of probity who are asked by us to render
an account of what is going on in some places
where the juri~dictionof the Security Council or
the AsSembly needs to be exercised, we should, as
a general rule-I cannot imagine many excep
tional cases-abide by their report and their
findings.

I can understand that when there are ques
tions of political opinions involved, there will be
differences of view. Therefore, we would not
attach the same weight to a committee or com~

mission in which political differences were
actually involved or at issue. But when it is
simply a question of finding out the facts of what
has been going on, what has been proved, hear
ing witnesses, seeing them cross-examined, calling
them and then finding what has actually taken
place on the evidence, then I say that the Se
curity Council or the Assembly embarks upon a
dangerous course when it proceeds to substitute
itself for the commission or committee of in
vestigation and finds itself in conflict with the
facts, as ascertained by the committee of in
vestigation.

This is not only a matter which involves
Greece, with all its years of unhappiness since its
magnificent effort in the war against Mussolini
and Hitler. That is important enough; that is the
crucial question for Greece and for the Balkans.
But it also involves the way in which the United
Nations will discharge its duty after a proper de
cision has been taken, by one of its own duly
constituted bodies, that the facts in a dispute or a
situation shall be properly ascertained and inves
tigated.

What did the Commission of Investigation .
find? I do not want to frighten my fellow repre
sentatives by the suggestion that I am going to
read the report], and th6 many documents which
have been brought into existence as a result of
this investigation. On page 167 of the mimeo
graphed report, we have the positive finding by
that Commission that: "On the basis of the facts
a'3certained by the Commission, it IS its conclusion
that Yugoslavia and, to a lesser extent, Albania
and Bulgaria have supported the guerrilla war
fare in Greece." That was the result of hearing
witnesses. There were two hundred and thirty
eight witnesses presented by the Governments of
Greece, Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria.

Eight out of the eleven members of the Com
mission agreed on the, conclusion which I have
read to you, and in addition nine members-all
except the representatives of the USSR and Po
land-were unanimous in their recommendations
to the Security Council.

I will come back in a moment to the question
raised by the attack by Mr. Vyshinsky, and to a

1 See Report of the Commission of Investigation co~ce~J.

ing Greek Frontier Incidents, document S/360. OffiCIal
Records of the Security Council, Second Year, Special
Supplement No. 2.

Je suggererai aI'Assemblee - et c'est la seulc
manicre sure de proceder - de s'en tenir, si nous
chargeons des personnes consciencieuses de rendre
compte de ce qui se passe dans certaines regions

,ou s'exerce la juridiction du 'Conseil de securite ou
de l'Assemblee, de s'en tenir, dis-je, en regIe gene
r~le - je ne puis concevoir beaucoup d'excep
tIons - au rapport et aux conclusions de ces
personnes.

. Je compr~nds fort bien que lorsque des ques
tIons .d'Opll11OnS politiques sont en jeu, il surgira
de:'3 divergences de vues. C'est pourquoi, s'il s'agis
smt d'un comite ou d'une commission ou des di
vergences d'ordre politique se trouvaient reelle
ment en jeu ou s'affrontaient, nous n'y attache
rion~ pas la meme importance; mais lorsqu'il
s'aglt simplement d'etablir les faits relatifs aux
evenements et a~x preuves, lorsqu'il s'agit d'en
tendre des temoins, d'assister a leurs interroga~

toires, de les citer, et de determiner alors ce qui
s'est reeUement passe, je declare que le Conseil de
securite ou l'AssembIee s'engagent dans une voie
dangereuse s'Us entreprennent de se substituer a
la commission ou au comite d'enquete et se trou
vent en desaccord avec eux sur les faits qu'ils ont
etablis. '

C'est la une qu.eStion qui ne concerne pas uni
quement la Grece, cc pays qui a connu tant d'an
nees malheureuses depuis la resistance magnifique
qu'il a opposee a Mussolini et a Hitler. Certes,
eUe revet assez d'importance dans ce cas; la ques
tion est meme, pour la Grece et les Balkans, d'im
portance decisive. Mais eUe a egalement trait ala
maniere dont l'Organisation des Nations Unies
s'acquittera de sa tache lorsqu'un de ses organes
dument constitue aura formeUement decide qu'il
y a lieu d'etablir et de verifier comme il convient
les faits relatifs aun differend ou aune situation.

QueUes ont ete les conclusions de la Commis
sion d'enquete? Que les membres de I'Assemblec
ne s'effraient pas: je n'ai pas l'intention de donner
lecture du rapport1 et des nombreux document'i
auxquels l'enquete a donne lieu. On trouve, a la
page 175 du rapport (167 du texte anglaise, la
conclusion positive suivante: "La Commission
conclut, d'apres les faits qu'elle a etablis, que la
Yougoslavie et, dans une moindre mesure, l'Al
banie et la' Bulgarie, ont soutenu la guerilla de
Grece." La Commission est arrivee a cette con
clusion apres avoir recueilli les depositions de te
moins. Les Gouvernements de la Grece, de la
Yougoslavie, de l'Albanie et de la Bulgarie en ont
fait citer deux cent trehte-huit.

Huit des onze membres de la Commission se
sont declares d'accord sur la conclusion dont je
viens de donner lecture; en outre, neuf membr~
-la Commission entiere, al'exception des repre
sentants de l'URSS et de la Pologne - ont ete
unanimes sur les recommandations presentees au
Conseil de securite. . '

Je reviendr¥ dans quelques instants sur la
question soulevee par les attaques auxquel1es

1 Voir le l(apport de la Commission d'enqllct~ sur ies
incidents sllrvenlU cl la frO'ltiere grecqlle, document 5/360,
Proces.verballx officiels du Conseil de secuTittJ, Deuxiemt:
~nn~e, Suppl~ment sp~cial No 2.
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lesser extent by other speakers yesterday, on the
witnesses he~rd by the Commission. But is it not
quite obvious that a very strong case ~ust be
made out here--where we see not Wltne..o::scs,
where we cannot judge of what manner of men
they were or of their credibility-and that we
must be satisfied in our mind and conscience
that this finding was plainly wrong before we en
deavour, as has been suggested here, to set it
aside.

I have read Mr. Vyshinsky's speech of yester
day very carefully, and also that of Mr. Lange.
There is much repetitious matter as everyone pres
ent in the First Committee will have to agree.
There is a good deal of the abuse and vituperation
which characterized some of Mr. Vyshinsky's
speeches in the First Committee, a good deal of
the sneer and something of a smear. Attacks were
made not only on Greece, but on the United
Kingdom and the United States of America. It is
an extraordinary thing to me to note the persist
ence and bitterness of these attacks against the
United Kingdom and the United States. And yet,
in the First Committee, Yugoslavia made a most
unjustified and untrue and disgraceful attack
upon the British Government by suggesting that
the British soldiers did not come into contact with
the Germans in Greece. The words he used were:
"That wherever the Germans were, the British
were not." I am not going to repeat to this Assem
bly what I pointed out -in the First Committee,
that not only United Kingdom, but Australian
and New Zealand forces were engaged in Greece
at the time when most of the countries of the
world, which subsequently 'came into the war
against Hitler and Mussolini, were on the side
lines-cheering sometimes-but not in the actual
fighting. It ill behoves the representative of
Yugoslavia to make unfounded charges of that
character.

S.imilarly, charges were directed against the
Ulllted States. It was stated in the First Commit
tee that the United States deliberately chose this
issue in order to undermine co-operation in the
United Na:ions. Again, it was a mere charge, a
mere assertion, unsupported by any evidence and
I believe, completely unfounded and untru~. '

These countries which, together with the
US~R, were the three great leaders in the fight
agamst fascism and hitlerism are subjected to
these attacks when all they are trying to do is to
carry into effect the intentions of the United Na
tions through the Security Council, and, in mo
me~ts an~ days of peril for the people of Greece,
to glVC asslStance to that people. Yet, these charges
were made not only in the First Committee; they

M. Vychin.c;ky et, dans une mcsure moindre, cer.
tains autres omtt~urs. ::c sont livres hier contre les
tcmoins cntendus par la Cmmnission. :Mais n'est-il
pas tout afait evident qu'il faille nous fonder ici
sur une these trcs forte ..... ne voy:mt pas les te
l11oins, nOlls ne pouvons pas jugcr dc ce qu'ils sont
ni de la creance qu'il collvit'nt de donncr aleurs
declaratiolt."i .- et IlOllS clc\'tms ctre ccrtains, en
notre rime et conscience, que la conclusion en
question C5t manifcstcment fallsse avant de pren
dre a tache de la rejctt'r, comme cela a cte sug
gere id.

J'ai III tr{-s attcntivclllcnt le discours que
M. Vychinsky a pI"01l0m:{; hit~r, ainsi que le dis·
COUl'S de::\1. Lange. Ils contienncnt dc nombreuses
rcditcs, lcs memhre:s presents aux seances de la
Premiere Commission ne pourront qu'en con·
venir. On }' trotlve bon nombre des insllltes et des
cxces de langngc qui ont carartCrL~c certaines des
interventions de 1\L Vvchin~kv a la Premiere
Commission, bon nmnl;re tk Rarcasmes et une
pointe de caIomnie. l.(~~ attaques ont cte dirigees
non seulcmcnt COlltre la Grc.ce, mais :ius-si centre
le Royallme-Uni et It'S Et:lts-Uni!'l d'Amerique.
J'eprollve tOl1jours de la stupHnction devant la
persistance et l'acrimonk appnrt(~c:s dans les at
taqucs dont le Royaurm:-Uni {~t It's Etnl<;-Unissont
I'objet. Et pourtant, a la Premiere Commission,
j'ai cntendu le representant de la Yougoslavie for
muler lcs imputations les plu!'i injustifiecs, les plus
fausses et les plus indignes, contrc le Gouverne
rnent britannique, en suggcrant que le:; troupes
britanniqucs ne sant jamais (:ntrecs en combat
avec les AlIemands en Grecc. Il a dit textuelle·
ment que: ~'La Ott etaient les Allcmands, les
Anglais n'ctaient pa.'l." Je ne veux pas rcpeteI'
devant cette Assemblee les ohl'el'vations que rai
faites acc propos it la Premiere Commission, a
savoir que non seulement les troupes dll Royaume·
Uni, mais encore cdk'S de l'Australie et de la
Nouvelle-Zclande, combattaient en Grece a une
epoque ou la plupart des pays qui, par la suite,
sont entr6l en guerre contre Hitler et Ivfus.'iolini,
etaient encore en dehors du confiit _... prodiguant
quelquefois des encouragements, mais ne partici.
pant pas effectivementa la lutte. Il sit~d mal au
representant de la Ymtgoslllvie de fOrDmler, sans
aucun fondement, des imputations de ce genre.

Les Etats-Unis, cux aussi, ant clc attaques de la
mcme fa~on. On a declare ala Premiere Commis
sion quljlo, avaient dcliberement soulevc cette
question afin de saper la cooperation au sein de
l'Organisation des Nations Unic<;. De nouveau, il
s'agit la d'une simple imputation, d'une simple
affirmation ne s'appu}'ant sur ltucune preuve et,
fen suis sur, completcment ftlusse et saIlS aucun
fondement.

Ces pays qui, avec rURSS, 011t ete les trois
grands champions de la lutte contre le fascismc et
l'hitlerisme, sont l'objet de ces attaques au mo~

ment Oll tous leurs efforts tendent a mettre en
~ratique les intentions de l'Organisation des Na
t10ns Unies par l'intermediaire du Conseil de se
curite, et aaider le pcuple grec dans une periode
dangereuse de son existence. Pourtant ces attaques
ont non seulement eu lieu at! sein de la Prentiere
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were repeated at the General Assembly ycsterday,1
not precisely in the Same form, but the same in
substance.

On carefully reading Mr. Vyshinsky's speech,
there is just one point which I believe should be
cleared up once and for all. In his speech of 20
October he criticizes the testimony in this case and
brings under the sweep of his condemnation the
representative of France, Mr. Delbos. He quotes
Mr. Delbos as saying: "It would seem to us that
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania have taken
some part in the Greek civil war, rendering some
aid to the guerrillas, because without their aid the
guerrillas would not have been able to cross the
frontier." And Mr. Vyshinsky's comment was that
this statement was typical in that it showed the
indecision and doubts of its author, the indecision
and doubts being the result of the collision be~

tween the conscience and some other motives.

What did Mr. Delbos actually say? He stated,
in substance, the findings of the Commission of
Investigation. The Commission never found that
Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria were the sole
instigators or the main supporters of the guerrilla
warfare in Greece. The Commission found that
these countries were supporting the guerrilla war
fare and that Yugoslavia was more involved than
Albania and Bulgaria. Mr. Delbos stated that fact
with supreme frankness to the First Committee.
But instead of being credited with what he should
have been credited with, that is, a desire for frank~
ness and a desire not to overstate the case against
these three countries-whom we wish to be
friendly with Greece and with all Members of the
United Nations-he is condemned as though
there were something reprehensible in l1is state
ment. Yet that statement conforms, in my opin
ion, with the conclusions of the Commission of
Investigation.

It seems that it is impossible for the representa
tive of the USSR to face this position frankly. It
is not suggested that more assistance was given
than is stated in the report of the Commission of
Investigation, but what is stated in the report does
involve a finding that some assistance to the guer
rilla warfare was given by these three countries.
It seems to me that this finding is completely
supported by a great deal of evidence.

In addition to tliat, Mr. Vyshinsky attacks the
witnesses. He says that some of the witnesses were
there under coercion of some character. I pointed
out to the First Committee that I thought it was
a fact that there was coercion in respect of a num
ber of witnesses, not always witnesses defending
Greece, but also witnesses testifying against
Greece. When witness after witness comes before
a commission, repeating the evidence almost in
parrot~like form, that is not necessarily evidence

1 See Verbatim Record of the Plenary Meetings, second
session of the General Assembly, 97th meeting.

Commission, eUes ont encore ete reiterees devant
1'Assemblee generale, sinon exactement quant a
la forme, du moins exactement quant au fond.

Une lecture attentive du discours de M. Vy
chinsky m'amene a signaler un point qu'il
faudrait, je crois, elucider une fois pour toutes.
Dans son discours du 20 octobret, M. Vychins
ky se nSpand, a propos des temoignages recuei1lis
dans l'affaire, en critiques qui s'etendent notam
ment a M. Delbos, representant de la France.
M. Delbos, dit~i1, a fait la declaration suivante:
"D nous semble que la Yougoslavie, la Bulgarie
et l'Albanie ant pris une certaine part ala guerre
civile en Gd:ce en fournissant une certaine aide
aux francs-tireurs, car, sans cette aide, les parti
sans n'auraient pu franchir la frontiere", et i1
ajoute le commentaire que voici: cette declara
tion est caracteristique; eUe dente chez son auteur
une indecision et des doutes resultant d'un con
flit entre ce que lui commande sa conscience et
ce que lui dictent certains autres mobiles.

Qu'a declare exactement M. Delbos? D a ex
prime, en substance, les conclusions de la Com
mission d'enquete. La Commission n'a jamais
conclu que la Yougoslavie, l'Albanie et la Bul
garie etaient les seuls instigateurs ou les principaux
soutiens de la guerilla en Grece. EUe a constate
que ces pays fournissaient un appui a la guerilla
et que la Yougoslavie se trouvait impliquee dans
cette affaire plus que l'Albanie et la Bulgarie.
M. Delbos a enonce ces faits avec une franchise
souveraine devant la Premiere Commission. Pour
tant, au lieu de lui donner son du, c'est-a-dire au
lieu de reconnaitre chez lui un soud de franchise
ainsi qu'un soud de moderation al'egard des trois
pays en question - que nous desirons voir entre
tenir des relations amicales tant avec la Grece
qu'avec tous les Membres de 1'0rganisation des
Nations Unies - on lui fait grief de sa declara
tion comme si dIe contenait que1que chose de
blamable, alors que cette declaration s'accorde, a
mon avis, avec les conclusions de la Commission
d'enquete.

Il semble qu'il soit impossible au representant
de l'URSS de faire franchement face acette situa
tion. Personne ne suggere qu'on ait donne aux
francs-ti~eurs un appui plus grand que la Com
mission d'enquete ne le declare dans son rapport,
mais c'est un fait que le contenu de ce rapport
appelle la conclusion que les trois pays en ques
tion ont donne un certain appui ala guerilla de
Grece. 11 me semble que cette conclusion est
solidement etavee par de nombreuses preuves.

Outre cela, M. Vychinsky s'en prend aux te
moins. I1 declare qu'une contrainte d'une sorte
ou d'une autre a ete exercee surcertains d'entre
eux. J'ai signale a la Premiere Commission que
j'estimais qu'une contrainte avait effectivement
ete exercee sur un certain nombre de temoins,
non pas seulement sur des temoins a decharge
deposant en faveur de la Grece, mais aussi sur
des temoins a charge deposant contre elle.
Lorsque des temoins, se 'succedant devant une

1 Voir les Comptes rendus stenographiques des seance$
pldnieres de la deuxi~me session de l'Assemblee generale,
97eme seance.
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of thc credibility of the witness. It m~y be evi- I
dence that he is simply telling a story wh1ch he has i
rehearsed. Some witnesses were under coercio~l; i
some were witnesses under arrest; some were W1t- I

nesses who may have been under the fear of pun
ishment, even the punishment of death. Does it
follow that all those witnesses are to be eliminated
from the case? Where would the evidence come
from if not from a portion of the guerrilla bands
engaged in this warfare in Greece? That is the
main source of evidence, in addition to the evi
dence of peasants and shepherds in the various
dir;tricts.

I want to make a point which seems to me to
have been absolutely unanswered in these pro
ceedings, and which seems to be unanswerable.
The Conunission came to its conclusion by
examining the witnesses and judging from their
demeanour and from the surrounding circum
stances the extent of their credibility, and the
Comm~ion acted accordingly.

A very wise comment was made on this part of
the case by the representative of Colombia at one
of the meetings of the Commission, and this corn·
ment is contained in document S/ACA';PV/42,1
The Colombian representative said: "Under the
circumstances, I ask you, what are thesc witnesses
going to say about the Commission when they go
outside? They will say, 'I must have been before
a commission of madmen. Some of them called
me a liar because I cannot remember certain
dates, but others called me a liar because I re-

I membered things too precisely'."
Is that not the whole position? Witnesses differ

as to'dates-they may forget a date, they may for
get distances, they may be under some possible
moral compulsion, but still they may be speaking
the truth. It is for the tribunal, the jury to judge
what credence should be given to witnesses
whether their recollection can be safely trusted'
and to act accordingly. '

Therefore, I am not going to deal in detail with
Mr. Vyshinsky's statement that so many people
were unde.r arrest, and so forth. I accept that as a
fact, but It does not lead to the conclusion he
would wish this Assembly to draw.

His spce~h was followed by the speech of the
r~pres~tatlVe of Poland. The Polish representa
tIve sald, as Mr. Vyshinsky had said before him
that the real essence of the problem was undoubt~
ed1r the fact that the United Kingdom and the
Umted States military personnel were still in
G~e~ce: The representative of Poland said that
thIS ID Itself was the cause of all the trouble and

• 1 Verbatim report of the 12nd meeting of the Commis-
sIOn of Investigation concerning Greek Frontier Incidents
held at Salonika on Tuesday, 3 March 1947. '

clmlInL,,~iun, n~pl·tcllt la m\\lllc dep{J,',ition cl'une
muniere qui rappdlc edle des IH:rr<Xluets, i1 ne
s'cllsuit pas lleres.'ain~nH'llt qu'on doive ajouter
foi a 1eur:; d~claratioll~. Cela petIt etl(: la prclIvc
qu'ils rt:citcnt. simpklllt·nt \lne k<;nn apprise par
cccur. Du fait que certains tt:llIoins Ollt depose
sous l'empire de la contrainte, que d'autres ttai.
Cllt en ctat d'arrc:,tatioll, qlle d'autres cncore
craignaicm peut-ctre de se voir infliger des sanc
tions, voire la peine de mort, s'emmit-il qu'il faille
c1iminel' 1es depositions de tnus les tt'imoinsi) D'ou
pourraient done emaner kc; tcmoignages, sinon
d'une partie des memhrt's de.' handc.c; de francs
tireurs qui combattent en Greee? C<':I francs.
tireurs, outre Ies paysans et ks hCl'gers des di·
verses regions, constituent la SOUl'CC principale
des temoignages.

Je tiens it mettn: ell lUlllien: un point pnllr
lequel les debat~ ne para.i~~ent uvoir apporte au
cune solution) et qui semble ne pO\l\'('ir jmnais en
recevoir. La Commission est parvenue II &1. con
clusion en interrogeant les temoins et ell jugeant
d'aprcs leur comportcment et les circonstances
dans lesquelles its se: trouv,lient, dt.' la crcancc que
1'on pouvait accorder aIeurs dC:clarations; clle a
ensuite agi en consl-quence.

Le representant de la Colombie a fait sur cet
aspect de l'affaire, Ior!' d'une seance de la Com
mission, une remarquc fort juclicieuse qui figure
dans le document SIA.C.4:jPV142 1

• "Dans ccs
conditions, je vow; le demandc, a-t-il dit, que vont
dirc de nous les temoins rn sortant d'ici? lis di
ront: 'rai etc amene devant une c.ommis..c;.ion de
fous. Les uns me disaient mentcur parce que je
ne me rappeIais pas certaincs date.,;; les autres en
disaient autant parce que j(~ m'en souvenaL<; trap
cxactement',"

N'est-ce pas ainsi que se presente toute l'ufIiure?
Les depositions des temoins ne s'accordent pas en
ce qui concerne 1es dat(~; il se peut que certain.~

aient ollblie une llate, uu line distance, il se peut
qu'iL~ aient parlc sous l'empire de que1que COli

trainte morale, mais il se pent quand mcmc qu'ils
aient dit la vcrite. C'est au tribunal qui juge 1es
faits, au jury, au tribunal original, de decider de
la creance que l'on peut clonner a Icurs declara
tions, du degre de confiance que l'on peut aecor
del' a leurs souvenirs, et d'agir cnsuite en conse
quence.

Je ne m'ctendrai done pas SUI' It.''S dcdarations
de M. Vychinsky, scIon lesquelles tant de per
sonnes etaient en ctat d'arrc.'itation, etc. J'accepte
la chose conmlC un fait, IllaL~ un fait qui ne con
duit nullemcnt ala conclusion que M. Vychinsky
voudrait que l'Assemblee en tirat.

Apres M. Vychinskv, nOlls avans entendu le
representant de la Polognc. Comme M. Vychins
ky l'avait declare avant lui, le represcntant de la
Pologne a dit que le fond veritable de la question
reside dans le fait que des miHtairc.~ britanniques
et americains se trouvent toujours en Greee. Le
representant de la Pologne estime que tout le mal
vient de la et il a propose d'apporter au rapport

1 Co~p.te ren.lIu stcnographiqllc de la 42~nlC seance de la
Cotn~lsSlOn d enqucte sur le! incidents SUTVCJlUS 11 la
frontlcre grccque. tcuuc a Salonique le mardi 3- IDllt'll 1947.
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he proposed an amendment to the report which
would give effect to his views.

But let us look at the facts. Let us look at the
sit~ations in other parts of the world. Last year at
this very Assembly, Mr. Molotov, speaking for the
USSR, admitted that Russian troops were still in
Poland. What is the reason for that? It is simply
because th: Polish Government consented, and I
presume still consents, to the presence of Russian
troops in Poland.

Much play is made about the assistance that
the United Kingdom personnel and the United
States personnel are giving to Greece and to the
people of Greece. But just look at these situations:
it was announced in Warsaw in 1946 that an
agreement had been reached in Moscow between
Poland and the USSR, and that agreement in
cluded the supplying by the USSR of arms and
munitions to the Polish army on long-term credit,
pending the rebuilding of Poland's own arms
manufacturing industry. Later this year, agree
ments were signed providing for further close eco
nomic and military collaboration between the two
countries, including provisions by which "the
USSR will supply Poland with an increased num
ber of modern arms and military equipment on
credit."

With regard to Yugoslavia, an agreement be
tween Yugoslavia and the USSR at the end of
May 194,6 included provision for arms for Yugo
slavia, and a communique announced that the
USSR Government had agreed to supply the
Yugoslav army with armaments and munitions on
long-term credit and that it would assist in the
restoration of the Yugoslav armaments industry.
I have no doubt that arrangements of that kind
are in force. I think one could refer to those con~

eluded not only between the USSR and Poland
and the USSR and Yugoslavia, but between the
USSR and Czechoslovakia.

Therefore, let us examine the principle of the
matter. Is it a different thing when some military
personnel of the United States or Great Britain
are found in Greece, yet at the same time, mili
tary personnel of the Soviet Union are found
and I have no doubt they are to be found-in
Poland and to some extent in Yugoslavia for the
purpose of carrying out an agreement? I am not
pointing out these things to condemn them. I say
that is a matter for arrangement, subject always
to the Charter, between the Governments con
cerned. The only thing I do comment upon is
that it shows the hypocriSy of criticism against
Great Britain and against the United States for
doing the same kind of thing-I am sure in a
much smaller way-than is done in the other
cases I have mentioned. That is the position. They.
should not be criticized, and thiS great and melan
choly situation and these events in Greece should
not be used for the' purpose of a bombardment
against the United, States and against Great

.Britain.

un amendement qui pel'mettrait de tirer les conse
quences de ses conClusions.

Mais considerons les faits. Voyons queUes sont
l:s situations que 1'0n constate dans d'autres par
ties du moncle. L'annee derniere, en presence de
cette meme Assemblee, M. Molotov, parlant au
nom de l'URSS, a reconnu que des troupes russes
se trouvaient encore en Pologne. Pour quelle rai.'
SOn? Simplement parce que le Gouvernement
polonais consentait, et consent toujours je sup
pose, ace qu'il y ait des troupes russes enPologne.

On fait beaucoup de bruit apropos de l'assis
tance que le personnel militaire du Royaume-Uni
et des Etats-Unis prete a la Grece et au peup1e
grec. Mais examinons d'un peu pres les situations
en question: on a annonce aVarsovie, en 1946,
que la Pologne et l'URSS avaient signe aMoscou
un accord prevoyant la fourniture par l'URSS, au
moyen de credits a long terme, d'armes et de,
munitions a l'armee polonaise, en attendant que
l'industrie des armements soit retablie en Pologne.
Plus tard, au cours de la meme annee, d'autres
accords ont ete signes, qui prevoyaient le develop
pement entre les deux pays d'une collaboration
etroite dans les domaines economique, politique
et militaire, et notamment la "fourniture a la
Pologne, par l'URSS, de quantites accrues
d'armes et d'equipement militaire moderne a
credit".

En ce qui concerne la Yougoslavie, un accord
a eteconclu ala fin du mois de mai 1946 entre
l'URSS et la Yougdslavie, prevovant la foumi
ture d'armes ace demier pays et un communique
a annonce que le Gotlvernement sovietique avait
accepte de fournir al'armee yougoslave des arme
ments et des munitions au moyeh de credits along
terrrie, ce qui aiderait ala restauration de l'indus
trie des armements yougoslave. Il est indubitable
que des accords de ce genre sont en vigueur. Je
crois que des accords de ce genre existent non
seulement entre l'URSS et la Pologne et I'URSS
et la Yougolslavie, mais aussi entre l'URSS et la
Tchecoslovaquie.

Examinons done le principe de la question. Y
a-t-il une difference entre la presence de personnel
militaire des Etats-Unis ou du Royaume-Uni en
Grece et la presence - que l'on ne pourrait man
quer de constater, j'en suis sur - de personnel
militaire sovietique en Pologne et, dans une cer
taine mesure, en Yougoslavie, en application d'un
accord? Je ne cite pas ces faits dans l'intention ,de
les blameI'; j'estime que c'est aux Gouvernements
interesscs qu'il appartient de prendre dCll disposi
tions en la matiere, toujours sous reserve des stipu
lations de la Charte. Ce que je fais seulement
remarquer, c'est l'hypocrisie des critiques adres
sees al'egard du Royaume-Uni et des Etats-Unis,
aqui l'on reproche de faire - en bien moins
grand, j'en suis convaincu - ce que d'autres font
dans les cas que j'ai mentionnes. TeUe est la situa
tion. Il n'y a pas lieu de critiqueI' ces deux Puis
sances; et 1'6n ne devrait pas se servir de cette
situation affligeante et de grande consequence que
creent les evenements de Grece eomme pretexte
pour lancer des attaques contre les Etat~-Unis et
le Royaume-Uni.



426Ninety-ninth Plenary Meeting

With regard to the evidence, I re~d it feclin9,as I pointed out in the First CommIttee, that It
was our duty to make ourselves acquainted with
the testimony of the witnesses as far as we pos
sibly could. Therefore, I hesitate to repeat any of
the material that was brought before the Com-
mittee. i

I did read in the First Committee, evidence
'given to the'Subsidiary Group-against Yugo
slavia, Albania and Bulgaria-showing that there
was proof of compllcity on the part of these three
Governments in giving assistance to the guerrillas
in Greece. I will not attempt to read that evidence
again. But there is ev~dence of the ~ame charac~er

from witness after wItness set out m the Secunty
Council report from the Commission of Inves- I
tigation. There is the evidence of person after ,
person which, if believed, proved clearly that per- 1

1

sons belonging to the armed forces of Yugoslavia,
Bulgaria and Albania did assist in this guerrilla
warfare, although not openly. It was not open I
warfare that was committed against Greece by
these countries; of course not. In many cases the ..
aid was given surreptitiously. In many other cases,
however, the aid could not be concealed, and
there is evidence of that before the Commission of
Investigation.

What are we to do about it? Because some of
the witnesses might be tempted to tell an untruth
-in other words to curry favour or to avoid pun
ishment-can we say that we will acquit ourselves
of our duty by not looking at that evidence? I sub
mit that for the Assembly to take such a course
would be absurd and contradictory.

With some experience of judicial investigations
and legal investigations, and I believe this applies
to every country in the world in the exercise of
civil jurisprudence or of criminal jurisprudence,
I declare that in my opinion no court of appeal,
with this material b~fore it, with a jury verdict
of this character, or the verdict of judges in the
first instance of this character, would dare to say
that we should substitute our opinion for the
opinion of the people who saw the witnesses.

That is the essence of the case. However, what
Mr. Vyshinsky has done-with the ability we
know he has-is to select from the witnesses those
who he thinks are persons of such nature that, if
he had been before the Commission, he would
have cross-examined them, perhaps more fully
and perhaps more effectively, in order to ask the
Commission not to make the finding they did.
However, after the verdict is given, when the tes
timony is complete, when the witnesses are dis
persed and have gone back to their homes or
when it is too late to re-open the case, no court of
appeal, no court of review examining the facts
would dare to come to a different conclusion and
s~y that ~t had hones~y and conscientiously car.
ned out Its duty. I think that is the substance of
the case, because the decision to establish a com-

21 October 1947

En ce qui nmcernc k:; depositions des tcmoins
je lcs ai lues, estimant, Cufllllle jc l'ai fait observe;
a la Premiere Commis.sion, qu'il ctait de notre
devoir de les examiner an:c toutt~ I'attention pos
sible. JhCsitc done ~l rcprendre I'un quc1conque
dt's d(lCullH'nh qui (lilt t~tc suulllis Ilia Cornmission.

]'ai III it la Premiere C0I111nissioll des declara
tions de tClI10ins ayam t1tposr.: contre la Yougo
slavic, I'Alballic et la Bulgaric, declarations
recueillics par l(~ Groupc suhsidiaire et d'ou il
ressortait qu'il )' avait mmplicitc entre ccs trois
pays en cc qui coucerne l'a.'i;sL~tance donnee aux
f . (~' J' d'rancs-tlrcurs en ,reec. e n entrcpren ral pas
d'cn rcdonner lecture id. Le rapport de la Com
mission d'cnqucte au CUllseil de sccurite contient
d'aillcurs des depositions de temoins qui, les uns
aprcs les autres, ant fait des declarations ana.
logues. TOllS lcs t6noignagt'S) si l'on )' ajoute foi,
prouvent nettcmcnt que. des personnes apparte
nant aux forces armecs de la Yougoslavie, de la
Bulgarie et de I'Alba-nie ont, saIlS toutcfois agir
ouvcrtement, prete lcur assistance au cours des
operations de guerilla. Bien cntendu, cea pays
n'ont pas fait a la Greet'. unc guerre dcdaree. Dam
bicn des cas, l'a<;sistance en question a ctc fournie
d'tme maniere clandestine; dans boIl. nombre
d'autres, cependant, il n'a p.lS ctc po:.sible de la
dissimuler, et la preuve en a ete apportee devant
la Commission d'cnqucte.

Qu'~Ilons-nous faIreen l'oecurrcnce? Parce
que certains temoins ont pu se trou\'cr induits a
faire des declarations mcnsongeres -,. autrement
dit a essayer de gagner que1que faveur ou de se
soustraire a un chatiment -- POuvolls-nous nous
considerer comme quittcs de notre devoir en ne
nous occupant pas de ccs temoignages? Cc faisant,
l'A.<;semblee adoptcrait, it llIOll mic;, une ligne de
conduite absurde et contradktoin~.

L'experience que j'ai des enquctcs judiciaires
et des enquctcs de caradcre juridiquc m'amcne a
declarel' qu'a mOIl avis - et jc crois que cc que
je vais dire vaut pour tous les p'lyS du mondc e~
ce qui concerne l'application des r(~gles elu drOit
civil ou du droit crimine1- nul tribunal d'appel,
en presence de temoi&rnages scmblabks, du ver~

diet d'un jury de cc genre, de l'arrct rcndu par des
magistrats en premiere instance, n'oserait declarer
que nous devrions substituer notre opinion acellc
des personne.'l qui ont vu les tcmoins.

Tel est le fond de la question. ]l;eanmoins, cc
que M. Vychinsky a fait - avec l'habilete 9.ue
nous lui connaLssons -- a cte de choisir, parffilles
tcmoins, ccux qui, ason avis, sont tds que, s'~
s'etait trouve dc\'ant la CommissioIl, illcur auralt
fait subir un ('Olltre-interrogat()in.~ peut-etre plus
serre et peUl-ctre plus probant afin d'mnen.er l~
Commission fl modifier ses concIw:iolls. QUOlqu'il
cn sait, le verdict etant rendu, les depositions ter
minces, les temoins disperses et rcntres clans leurs
foyers, ou le temps de rouvrir l'enqucte. ctant
pac;se, aueun tribunal cl'uppel, auclIn tribunal de
revision eX3.111inant It'S faits ne serait a~sez tcme
raire pour formulcr Hnc conclusion differente et
declarer qu'il s'cst acquittc de son devoir en tou.te
honnetete et en toute conscience. La, amon aVlS,
Se trouve le nceud de la question, car la decision



21 octobre 1947 427 Quafre-vingt-dix-neuvieme seance pleniere

mission-although it is not based upon the pre- '
cise finding of facts of the Commission of Investi
gation, that was amended in' the First Commit
tee-is based upon the implication of the truth of
the report of the Commission of Investigation.
Mr. Vyshinsky saw that that was the pinch of the
case and he attempted yesterday to destroy the
findings of the Commission by making attacks of
the kind I have mentioned.

I submit that there is no reason for us to follow
the sugge:;tion that we should make an investiga
tion of the same kind when it is impossible for us
to do it successfully. .

The most serious part of the case, it seems to
me, is the pattern of combinations which is appar
ent from the evidence. That is to say, it is not a
question of Yugoslavia acting alone, it is not a
question of Albania acting alone, or of Bulgaria
acting alone. You find them acting together, al
ways in concert. You find that this attempt to, as
sist the guerrillas-uot to give the main support
to the guerrillas, I concede, but to give substantial
support to the guerrillas-is something in which
they all take part. I have not forgotten, and I do
not suppose members of the Committee have for
gotten, that when we asked the two countries
which are not members of the United Nations,
namely, Albania and Bulgaria, to give us an
understanding that they would, in attending ·the
Committee, take 'part on the same footing as the
other Members and abide by the obligations of
membership, they would not give that under
taking.

Their letters on this subject were obviously
letters which were written for the same purpose
and written in co-operation. I do not think any
body reading them could deny that for a moment.
That has gone on all through the picture. On
2 August of this year, an agreement was con
cluded at Bled, Slovenia, between Yugoslavia and
Bulgaria, including a clause providing for the
establishment of close contact between the two
countries in pursuance of a common policy by the
two Governments in relation to a number of mat
ters, including the Commission of Investigation
set up by the Security Council. Therefore, these
countries are acting together. They are supported,
unfortunately, by the great prestige and power of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics j otherwise
I do not suppose the matter would concern us so
deeply. And it is a very serious matter. If these
countries act in concert against Greece, wliat is
the object of the combination?

Has not that object been made clear by their
speeches here and in the First Committee? Have
you ever heard such attacks upon another coun
try as they have made upon the Government of
Greece? They have established, out of their own
mouths, the motive and purpose of their acts-if
it is"proved-in supporting the guerrilla warfare
against Greece. That is the serious part of the
case, because from beginning to end they have
been supported, in the investigation and in the

de creer une commission, tout en ne s'appuyant
pas .sur les conclusions precises de la Commission
d'enquete - qui ont ete modifiees au sein de la
Premiere Commission - repose cependant sur la
presomption que le rapport de la Commission
d'enquete contient la verite. M. Vychinsky s'est
aper~u que c'etait la que le bat blessait et il s'est
efforce hier de r6duire aneant les conclusions de
la Commission en se livrant ades attaques du
genre de celles que j'ai mentionnees.

J'estime que nous n'avons aucune raison de
nous rallier a la proposition selon laquelle nollS
devrions proceder aune enquete du meme ordre
alors qu'il nous est impossible de la mener abonne
fin.

Le cote le plus grave de l'affaire me semble
etre le plan d'entente qui se degage des temoi
gnages. ]'entends par la qu'on ne voit pas la
Yougoslavie agir seule, I'Albanie agir seu1e ou la
Bulgarie agir seule, on les voit agir ensemble, tou
jours de concert. On voit que les manreuvres qui
ont pour but d'aider les francs-tireurs - non pas
de preter a ceux-ci un appui essentieI, je le con
cede, mais au moins une assistance substantielle
- ne sont pas le fait de tel ou tel de ces pays, mais
de tous les trois. ]e n'ai pas oubli6, et je suppose
que les membres de la Commission ne I'ont pas
oublie non plus, que lorsque nous avons demand6
adeux de ces pays qui ne Bont pas membres de
l'Organisation des Nations Unies, asavoir l'Alba
nie et la Bulgarie, de s'engager, en assistant aux
seances de la Commission, aparticiper a ses tra
vaux dans les memes conditions que les autres
Membres et ase conformer aux obligations inhe
rentes ala qualite de Membre, ils s'y sont refuses.

Il est manifeste que les lettres re~ues ace propos
avaient ete ecrites aux memes fins, et en collabora
tion. le ne crois pas que quiconque les lirait pour
rait songer a le nier. Nous retrouvons partout le
meme procede. Le 2 ao{}t de cette annee, la
Bulgarie et la Yougoslavie ont conclu a Bled, en
Slovenie, un accord qui comporte une clause pre
voyant que les deux pays maintiendront un con
tact etroit en vue de l'application par leurs Gou
vernements d'une poIitique commune en cc qui
concerne un certain nombre de questions, notam
ment la question de la Commission d'enquete
ereee par le ConseiI de securite. On voit done que
ces pays agissent de concert. Ils ont malheureuse
ment derriere eux le grand prestige et la puissance
de l'Union des Republiques sociaIistes sovietiques;
autrement, je suppose que la question ne nous
causerait pas une si ~ande preoccupation. Cette
question est en efIet tres grave. Si ces pays agissent
de conce",t contre la Grece, quel est le but de leur
entente?

Ce but ne nous a-t-iI pasete designe clairement,
id et ala Premiere Commission, par Ies interven
tions de leurs representants? A-t-on jamais en
tendu d'attaques contre un autre pays comme
ceIles qu'iIs ont dirigees eontre le Gouvemement
grec? lIs ont indique eux-memes le motif et le
but - ils restent aprouver - qui les guidaient en
pretant assistance a la guerilla de Greee. C'est.la
le grave cote de la question, parce que, depuis le
debut - tant au cours de l'enquete qu'au Con-
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Security Council, by the USSR, despite the find
ing- of the Commission of Investigation of the
Security Council itself. That is why, in my opin
ion, it is a proper thing that we should set up a

. commission representing the United Nations to
conciliate between the countries and report to us
and, if necessary, call a special meeting of the
Assembly.

. It is not so much an attack upon Greece, al
though that is serious, as an attack upon the pres
tige. and authority of the United Nations. It is in
accordance with the pattern, too, that they shall
take the position that, if the United Nations ap
points a commission, they will not serve on it. Sup
posing every nation in the United Nations did
that, it would amount to tearing up the Charter
itself.

No one complains more than Mr. Vyshinsky of
actions in various committees which he says are
in contradiction of the Charter. Is there not an
implied obligation upon every Member of the
United Nations, if elected to a committee of ,this
kind, to serve? It is not written in the Charter,
but how could you run an organization if one did
not do that?

The same situation existed in the Trusteeship
Council last year. The USSR contended that it
was entitled to look at the agreements. It said it
was directly interested in certain Trust Territories
under the Charter. The majority decision was
against it. Instead of observing this decision, and
serving faithfully and loyally on the Trusteeship
Council, the USSR went away from the Trustee
ship Council and did not return. I do not think it
has attended any meetings of the Council since
that occasion. That is a serious thing.

It is not merely a matter of Greece; not merely
a means of degrading or attempting to degrade or
humiliate the United States and Britain despite
their magnificent war efforts and their leadership
in conjunction with the USSR and all of us
against Hitler and Mussolini. It is not that, im
portant as it is. It is an attempt not by ordinary
debate but by this persistent hammering to attack
the motives of those whose motives are pure and
whose only object is to serve the United Nations.
That is the way in which harm is done to the
United Nations.

Having said that, I think I have shown to the
Assembly that it is impossible for a body like this
to set aside the views of the tribunal which exam
ined the witnesses. I submit that no case has been
made out for reversing the decision 6f the First
Committee.

There is a party to these proceedings that we
should not forget; that is the party that consists

. of the people of Greece who, for all those years,
underwent the tribulations, the tortures and the
fighting against stronger enemies. The first was
Mussolini. The turning point in the war against

seil de securite - l'URSS les a appuyes, en depit
des conclusions de la Commission d'enquete du
Conseil de securite. C'est pourquoi, amon avis, il
conviendrait de Creel' une commission represen
tant l'Organisation des Nations Unies qui serait
chargee de jouer un role de conciliation entre les
parties et nous faire rapport, et, le cas echeant, de
convoquer une session extraordinaire de l'As
semblee.

Il s'agit moins d'une attaque contre la Grece 
deja grave en soi - que d'une attaque contre le
prestige et l'autorite de l'Organisation des Na
tions Unies. C'est en conformite de leurs plans
que les representants dont il s'agit adopteront aussi
l'attitude de ne pas vouloir faire partie de la
commission que l'Organisation pourrait instituer.
Si tous les Etats Membres des Nations Unies en
faisaient autant, cela equivaudrait a dcchirer la
Charte elle-meme.

M. Vychinsky se plaint plus que tout autre de
decisions prises au sein de diverses commissions, a
son avis en contradiction des termes de la Charte.
Mais tout Membre de l'Organisation des Nations
Unies qui est designe pour faire partie d'une com
mission de ce genre n'a-t-il pas implicitemcnt 1'0
bligation de participer aux travaux de celle-ci? Ce
n'est pas ecrit dans la Charte, mais comment une
organisation pourrait-elle fonctionner si l'on ne
procedait pas ainsi?

Le Conseil de tutelle s'est trouve l'annee der
niere dans la mcme situation. L'URSS a soutenu
qu'elle avait un droit de regard sur les accords et
s'est declaree etre, d'apres la Charte, mrectement
interessee a certains Territoires sous tutelle. La
majorite s'est prononcee contre elle. Au lieu d'ac
cepter cette decision et de participer sincerement
et loyalement aux travaux du Conseil de tutelle,
l'URSS s'est retiree. Son representant n'a, je crois,
assiste a aucune seance depuis lors. C'est la une
chose grave.

n ne s'agit pas simplement de la Grece ni des
moyens visant adiminuer ou ahumilier les Etats
Unis et le Royaume-Uni en depit de leur magni
fique effort de guerre et de la lutte qu'lls ant
menee, en commun avec l'URSS et toutes les
nations representees id, contre Hitler et Musso
lini. Ce n'est pas cela, si important que ce puisse
etre. Il s'agit d'une tentative visant a discreditcr,
non pas par le moyen d'un debat normal mais par
ce martelage continu, ceux dont les mobiles sont
purs et dont le seul but est de sernr les Nations
Unies. C'est de cette maniere que Fan porte pre
judice al'Organisation des Nations Unies.

Cela dit, je pense avoir montre a l'Assemblee
qu'il est impossible pour un organisme tel que le
notre de ne pas tenir compte des conclusions aux
queUes est parvenu le tribunal qui a entendu les
temoins. A mon sens, on n'a pas etabli qu'il y eilt
lieu d'infirmer la decision de la Premiere
Commission.

11 est une partie ace debat que nous ne devons
pas oublier: c'est le peuple grec, qui, durant
toutes ces annees, a endure les epreuves et les souf
frances d'une lutte soutenue contre des ennemis
plus puissants que lui. Ce fut d'abord Mussolini:
l'energique resistance des Grecs a marque le tour-
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Italy was the great resistance of the Greeks. Then
.came the overwhelming German attack in which
iorces from the South Pacific-Australia and
New Zealand-joined with the United Kingdom
to attempt to defend the people of Greece against
the overwhelming ltordes of Hitler. Later came
the really painful period of occupation, and the
beginning of a resistance movement. Finally,
there came the day of liberation. However, there
has been no liberation. The people of Greece have
bad to suffe,r civil war for seven years.

I say there is not the slightest doubt that that
·civil war in Greece has, to some extent, been fo
mented from outside Greece; and the evidence in
this case proves,that it was actively supported, to
-some degree, by the three countries JItentioned. I
say that Greece is entitled to a place in the sun.
Its war effort entitl~ it to that place.

I believe that the appointment of'this commis
'sion will not only add, to the prestige of the United
Nations in that it can see that the threat of force
-or the application of force is not made surrepti
tious~y and ~ecretly without an open declaration
.of war; but 'it will ultimately assist in the protec
tion of th~ people of Greece so that they will have
.a chance to reconstruct their shattered economy
and will be able to lead def;ent lives as citizens of
a country which has rendered epic service to the
heroic cause of the Allies in the Second WorId
War.

Mr. Aranha left the -Chair and Mr. Koo
(China) took his place.

!he.PRESIDENT: I now call upon the represen
tative of Greece.

Mr. TSALDARIS (Greeqe)' (~ranslmBJ from
French): Allow me to preface mY'remarks by a
few words which may, at first sight, appear to be
-dictated by personal resentment. ' ,

You will have noticed that during the general
&scussion in the First Committee and in the plen
ary meetings the fire of the various delegations
,,":hich opposed the United'States proposal was
anned at my humble person. It might have satis
fied my pride to think that this was due to the fact

, th~t it was my privilege in December 1946 to
bnng our charges before the Security Council.

. My only feeling, however, is 'one of sorrow" be
cause I see that people will stop at nothing in
<lrder to blacken a cause.
. Amo~gst other things, there 'Yas no hesitation
~ allu?illg to one of tlJ.e basest libels recently pub
liShed ID a Moscow newspaper concerning the al-

.. leged statements of a Hungarian general. It is
~erhaps needless for me to tell yOll that the first
time I ever heard of that general was when I read
.a newspaper report of that article. I know that
~his will not prevent our opponents from repeat
mg that vile slander. But there is an easy way to
settle the matter. Why not hand this Hungarian
general over to the Inter-Allied War Crimes Com
tnission in London? He would be quite at liberty
to repeat his accusations against me, with a view
to establishing their truth•.

\Juatr...viftgt-dlx...neuviim• •_once pi'n••re

nant de la guerre contre l'Italle. Ensuite, il y eut
l'ecrasante attaque allemande ~u cours de laquelle
des forces du Pacifique sud - I'Australie et la
Nouvelle-ZeIande - se joignirent a ce1Ies du
Royaume-Unipour defendre le peuple grec contre
le flot des hordes hitleriennes. Puis vint la penode
vraiment penible de l'occupation et le debut d'un
mouvement de Resistance. Enfin arriva le jour
de la liberation. Mais, a vrai dire, it n'y a pas eu
de liberation: le peuple grec est en proie a la.
guerre civile depuis sept ans.

J'affirme que, sans aucun doute possible, la
guerre civile en Grece a ete, dans une' certaine
mesure, fomentee de l'exterieur et les temoignages
que nous possedons prouvent que les trois pays
que j'ai mentionnes l'ont activement s.outenue
jusqu'a un certain point. Je dis que l~. Grece a
droit a sa place au solei! en raison de l'effort de
guerre accompli par elle.

Je crois que la cr~tion de la commission envi
sagee non seulement ajoutera au prestige de l'Or
ganisation des Nations Unies en empechant qu'il
soit subrepticement et secretement fait recours a
la ~aenaceet a la force sans declaration de guerre
ouverte, mais contribuera en fin de compte a la .
protection des Grecs en leur permettant de re-.
dresset.' leur economie desorganisee et de mener
une vi~ decente en. tant que citoyens d'un pays
qui a rendu de 'glorieux services a'la cause heroi
que des Allies an cours de la seconde g-derre
mondiale.

M. Aranha quitte le fauteuil presidentiel et
M. Koo (Chine) le remplace.

Le PRisident (traduit de l'anglais): Je donne
la parole au representant de la Grece...

M. TSALDARIs· (Grece): Permettez-moi de
faire preceder mon discours de quelques mots 9-ui,
de prime abord seulement,· peuvent parahre ms
pires par des ressentiments persoimels.

Vous avez pu constater, durant la discussion
generale a la Premiere Commission et en seance
pleniere, que les feux des diversts delegations
opposees a la proposition des Etats-Unis se sont
concentres sur ma modeste persopne. J'auraiB pu
en retirer la fierte de me dire que cda est peut-etre
dii au fait que j'ai eu l'honneur .de porter, en
decembre 1946, nos charges· devant le Consell de
securite. Permettez-moi pourtant de ne ressentir
que de la douleur en constatant que, afin de de
nigrer une cause, on n'hesite devant rien.

On n'a pas hesite> entre autres, a faire allusion
a une c~omnie des p1!1S basses, publiee recem
ment dans un journal de Moscou et ayant trait a.
de pretendues declarations d'un general hongrois.
n est peut-etre inutile de vous dire que fai prm
connaissance pour la premiere fois du nom de ~e

general dans le compte rendu de cette publica
tion. Je sais que cela n'empeche point nos adver
saires de continuer a faire etat de cette basse ca
lomnie. Mais le moyen d'y mettre rm est. tres
simple. Pourquoi ne pas remettre ce general hon
grois ala CommissiG~interalliee des criminels de
guerre siegeant it. Londres? n pourrait, en toute
liberte, y repeter ses accusations contre moi: arm
que le bien-fonde de ces tLccusations soit verifi6.
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On several occasions, too, another accusation
brought against me during the Paris Conference
has been revived; this was that l~~had suggested
the partition of Albania. This slander I denied
most categorically at a plenary meeting of the
Peace Conference, and my denials have been offi
cially and specifically repeated over and over
again.

1 have a word to say, too;-about that notorious
falsification of the interview between Marshal
Tito and the correspondent of the New York
Times, to wt:Fh I referred in the Security Council
in December 1946.

The representative of Yugoslavia urged you to
consult the recopds of the meetings in question. I
most earnestly fisk you to.dQ"so. You will see that
what 1 said, atpong§t6ther things, at the meeting
of 16 December Was as follovts:

"I have no difficulty in explaining that, in the
speech I made on Thusday last, I was referring
to this- interview as reported from Belgrade.

"H the transm~on was not accurate, I am
happy to take note of this correction. Allow me to
point out, however, that in the statement made by
the head of the Yugoslav Government, Aegean
Macedonia • • • (was) expressly mentioned. The
correction made to the statement dOeB not in any
way affect the. substance of the question, which
retnains unchanged." .

I apologize once more for having referred, even
very briefly, to these personal attacks. I have
done so solely to give you 'a more complete idea
6f the methods used by certain delegations, so
little in keeping with the serene atmosphere of
this august Assembly. .

I now come tQ the substance of the question.

My country, deeply attached to the ideals of
peace, liberty, and friendly co-operation between
all nations, places its hope in the United Nntions,
an organization founded by the peoples of the
whole world to uphold these .ideals. Greece has
faith in the efficacy of the United Nations, and
cherishes the hope that hy your vote on the reso
lution now before us you will contribute in a large
measure to the restoration of peaceful conditions
in South-East Europe.

~ resolution embodies the recommendation
proposed by the First Committee after examining
all the documents and after a thorough discus
sion, which at times was unfortunately heated. All
the delegations here present were represented on
the Committee on Political and Security Ques
tions and I '8hall try to avoid repeating what has
already bee~/said there.

I1

Our task in ~J:lls plenID":! meeting is to rise above
inve&ive and questions of d~};ai1 and to regain a
calm outlOOk on the question as ~. whole. Our task
is to perc&ve clearly the great moral principles

On est aussi, aplusieurs reprises, revenu sur une
autre calomnie, proferee contre moi a la Confe- .
rence de Paris et d'apres laquelle j'aurais propose
le demembrement de l'Albanie. Cette calomnie
avait ete dementie par moi de la fa~on la plus
categorique en pleine seance de la Conference de
la Paix, et mes dementis ont ete reiteres a pIu-

. sieurs reprises de la fa~on la plus officielle et la
plus nette.

Deux. mots encore au sujet de cette fameuse
falsification de l'interview accordee -par le nlare
chal Tito au correspondant du New York Times
et mentionnee par moi devant le Consei1 de secu
rite en decembre 1946.

Le representant de la Yougoslavie vous a con
seille de prendre conn~ance.desproces-verbaux
des seances en question. Permettez-moi de vous
prier instamment de hien vouloir le faire. Vous y
verrez, entre autres, que j'avais dit textuellement,
ala seance du 16 decembre 19461

, ce qui suit:
"Je n'ai aucune difficulfe aexpliquer que, dans

mon discoufs de jeudi dernier, je me suis re£ere a
cette interview telle qu'elle avait ete transtnise de
Belgrade. _

"Si la transtnission n'a pas ete exacte, je suis
heureux de prendre acte de cette rectification. On
me permettta cependant de faire remarquer que,
dans la declaration du chef du Gouvemement
yougoslave, il est fait mention expresse de la
Macedoine de l'Egee , • • La rectifitation ap
portee a· ;zette declaration ne touche nullement le
fond de la question" quireste le meme.'~

Je vous demande encore une fois pardon de
.:m'etre refere, meme ne le faisant que tres brieve
ment, a des attaques personnelles. Je l'ai fait seule
ment pour vallS donner un tableau plus complet
de la maniere d'agir de certaines delegations, si
peu conforme a l'atmosphere sereine de cette.
haute Assemblee.

Et maintenant j'aborderai le fond de la ques
tion.

Mon pays, profondement attache aux. ideaux de
paix, de liherte et de cooperation amicale entre
tous les peuples, place son espoir dans l'Organisa
tion deB Nations Unies, fondee par les peuples du
monde entier pour defenclre ces ideaux. La Grece
a foi en l'efficacite de l'Orgamsation et nourrit
l'espoir que, par votre vote sur la resolution qui
est maintenant devant nous, vous contribuerez,
dans une large mesure, au retablissement de con
ditions pacifiques dans lesud-est de l'Europe.

Cette resolution contient la recommandation
formwee par la Premiere Commission apres
examen de tout le dossier de l'affaire et ala suite
d'une discussion complete qui, par moments, fut
malheureusement passionnee. Toutes les deMga- ~

tions ici presentesetaient representees a la Com
mission des questions politiques et de securite.
Aussi m'efforcerai-je, avant tout, dene pas repeter
ce qui y a deja ete dit.

Notre tache, en cette seance pleniere, est de
nous elever au-dessus des invectives et des ques
tions de detail et de recouvrer une sereine vue
d'ensemble. Notre tlche est de voir clairemcnt les

I See Ofjicio.l ReCOf'M Of the Security Council, PlrJt Year, ....~ Voir le. P,ocis-v"bau:: offici,ls du Cons,;l d, slcurlU,
__S_~_OO_d_~_~_._N_O_'_~_'_P_~_I_OO_._~_. P_~_~~~~s~e~~.p~~~~
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at stake. We must realize the implications for any
delegation of voting in favour of the Committee's
recommendation, or voting against it, or abstain
ing from voting.

In dealing with this question, I shall do my best
to speak as the representative of a small country,
and so far as it is humanly possble for me to do
so, I shall try to avoid displa,ying the strong feel
ing that is liable to overwhelm anyone speaking
of his own country-an old country, and a great
one-whose broad culture, noble traditions and
very existence are threatened by force of arms.

What then are the salient features of the prob
lem, and how is it affected by the moderate pro
posal recommended to us by the First Committee?

The outstanding facts are these: Greece was
devastated by the war. It was invaded three times.
First, through Albania, by Italian and Albanian
fascists. Secondly, through Yugoslavia and Bul
garia, by the Nazis. -Thirdly, by toe Bulgarians
who followed in the wake of the nazis and perpe
trated horrible atrocities on a vast scale.

~,

Today a fourth aggression prevents Greece
from recovering from the havoc it has suffered.
This last aggr~:ssion is more cunning than the
three that went before, inasmuch as our northeI1.J
neighbours are operating through a fifth column
established in Greece itself. This is tantamount to
invasion, an invasion no less hostile than the others
for it is directly aimed against our independence
and our territorial integrity.

Greece successfully repulsed the first invasion.
The valour of our men and the courage of our
women bear eloquent witnes'J to the indomitable
resolve of the Greek people t;':> uphold the freedom
and independence of their/country. We repulsed
the :first invasion, but at such great cost that after
a desperate resistance against the second invasion,
our armies were outflanked and our country occu
pied, notwithstanding the help of our gallant allies
from Great Britain, Australia, "India and New
Zealand.

Greece was so weakened by these invasions,
and by the occupation which ensued, that we are
in no position to fight single-handed against the
elements by' which the fourth· aggression, now
under way, is being actuated. Our'economy has
been disrupted, our intemal communications
have broken down, and our army has been re
duced to less than one fourth of its pre-war
strength. On the other hand, the number of men
our northem neighbours can maintain and are
maintaining under arms is nearly ten times as
great as before.

. In order to put an end to this fourth invasion,
· Greece appealed to the United Nations. We re

quested that our northem neighbours be reminded
, of their intemational obligations and called upon

to desist from supporting the armed attacks
~ Greece. We are readr to carry out any

grands principes moraux qui sont en jeu. I1 nons
faut voir ce que signifieraitpour toute delegation
un vote en faveur de la recomtp.andation de la
Commission, un vote contr9./~&e reconunanda
tion, ou une decision d'ab~£ntion.

!I
En traitant de cette qu~~tion, je tlcherai, autant

que possible, de parler ~ tant que representant
d'un petit pays et je ticherm.>d,'eviter, autant qu'll,
m'est humainement possibleQ.~ le faire, toute

•manifestation de l'intensite de\ sentiment qui
s'empare de quiconque lorsqu'll s'agit de son
propre pays-un ancien et grand pays-dont la
vasteculture, les nobles traditions, l'existence
meme sont menacees par la force des armes.

Quels sont donc, en· premier lieu, l~ faits sail
lants du probleme, et comment 8'y greffe la pro
position modeste qui nons est recommand6e pat
la Premiere Commission?

Les faits importants sont les suivants: la Grece
a ete devastee par la guerre. ElIe a 6t6 par trois
foiS envahie. La premiere fois atravers l'Albanie,
par les fascistes italiens et albanais; puis atravers
la Yougoslavie et la Bulgarie, par les nazis; la
troisieme fois, enfin, par les Bulgares qui ont suivi
dans le sillage des nazis pour perp6trer,sur une
vaste echelle, d'horribles atrocites.

Uue quatrieme agression empeche aujourd'hui
la Grece de se remettre de la devastation dont le
pays a souffert. Cette derniere agression est plus
sournoise que les trois qui l'oqt preced6e, en ce
sens que nos voisins septentrionaux operent au
moyen d'une cinquieme colol1I1e qu'ils ontmontee
en Grece meme. Cettc action equivaut aune inva
sion, a une invasion qui n'est pas moins hostile
que les autres, car elle vise directement notre ind6
pendance et notre integrite territoriale.

La Grece a repousse avec succes la premiere
invasion. La bravoure de nos hommes et le cou
rage de nos femmes sont un ternoignage Boquent

, de la volonte indomptable du peuple ·gree de
maintenir la liberte et l'independance du pays.
Nous avons repousse la premiere invasion, mais
au prix de pertes si grandes que, apres unc defense
acharnee contre la deuxieme invasion, malgr6
l'assistance de nos vaiIlants allies venus dn
Royaume-Uni, d'Australie, de l'Inde et de la,
Nou'Velle-ZBande, nos·armees ont ete tourn6es et
notre pays Occupe.

La Grece a ete tellement affaiblic par ces inva
sions et par l'occupation qui s'ensuivit que nous
ne sommes point it meme de tenir tete, lculs, aux
facteurs qui metient en mouvement la quatrleme
agression actuellement en cours. Notre economic
est disloquee, nos moyensde communication int6
rieurs sont rompus et les eft'ectifs de notre ann6e
sont reduits amoins d'ttn quart de ceux d'avant
guerre. Le nombre d)hommes que n08 voisins
septentrionaux peuvent maintenir et maintien
nent sous les armes est, d'autre part, pres de dix
fois plus grand.
. En vue de mettre fin acette quatrieme inva
sion, la Grece a eu recours a;.I'Organisation des
Nations Unies. Nons avons demande qu'on rap
pelle anos voisins septentrionaux leurs obligations
internationales et qu'on les prle de cesser d'ap
puyer les attaques armees dirigees contre noUs.
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recommendation the United Nations may make.
We gladly accept the commission tbat is to be set
up in conformity with the resolution adopted by
the First Committee of the General Assembly, and
recognize our duty under the Charter to co..
operate unreservedly with that commission. We
ask that our northern neighbours do likewise and
leave us in peace.

Our northern neighbours have protested
against the statement that they are supporting at- ..
tacks on us. Although everybody, includipg our
neighbours, realizes there is no truth in this, the
First Committee has proposed a conciliatory draft
mainly with an eye:. to the future. The important
thing is that the attacks should cease; and if what
our northern neighbours declare to be the case
today should prove to be so in the future, no coun
try will be more pleased than mine. Now the reso
lution before this Assembly calls upon Albania,
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia to do no more than their
spokesman declared they were ready and willing
to do. To facilitate the establishment of good re
lations the resolution sets up a subsidiary organ of
the Assembly. The Assembly is too large a body
to accomplish this task except through such a
commission. Nor could it ascertain the success of
its efforts without the-help of such a commission.

It will be the duty of the commission to keep
the Assembly as well as the Members of the
United Nations informed of its progress. In a
word, the resolution calls upon the parties to do
what they have said they wanted to do, and sets
up a commission to help them to do it and to re
port the success or failure of its mission to the
United Nations. That is the essential question.
Nothing could be more conciliatory, more moder
at~ or more simple.

Yet moderate and simple though this proposal
may, be, its very moderation implies a great moral
principle. It involves the integrity of the United
Nations and also the integrity of all countries in
their relationship to the United Nations and to
one another.

Our solemn agreements to resp~ctone another's
independence as well as the authority of the
United Nations have not only been ratified by our
Parliaments, but each day find expression in the
ardent aspirations which the war-weary peoples
of the whole world cherish in their hearts.

The Charter requires that our deeds as well as
our wor~ should be in keeping with our peaceful
undertakings; it demands that no country treat
our pledges under the Charter as mere scraps of

. paper, capable of binding and deceiving the trust
ful, but to be torn up by others when they inter
fere with their plans for conquest.

No country whose deeds are in keeping with
the words spoken by its representatives can have
any· teason for opposing the resolution submitted
to wt.

Nous sonunes prets a Jl1iettrea execution toute
recommandation que £e:rait rOrganisation des
N(l,tions Unies. Nous ac(:e:ptons.volontiers l'organe
dont la resolution de la ];)remi<:re Commission de
rAssembtee generale deciide la constitution et re~

. connaissons notre dc~v(;lir; ql.Ii decoule de la
Charte, de cooperer saIlS reserve avec cet organe.
Nous demandons que nos voulinsseptentrionaux
en fassent autant et qtl'i~l,nous laissent en paix.

Nos voisins septentrionaux l~nt proteste contre
l'affirmation qu'ils dtDm~lent leur appui aux at~

taques dirigees contre :nous. Bien que. tout le
monde, y compris nos, vc/isins, ISache que ceci n'est
point vrai, la Premiere Commission a propose un
texte conciliateur qui a surtOllt en vue l'avenir.
Ce qui prime, c'est que l.::s att~~Lues cessent, et si ce'
que nos voisins sept(~ntdonau~{ declarent etre le
cas aujourd'hui s'ave:rait I'etre al'avenir, ruI n'en
serait plus heureux que mon pays. Or, la resolu~

tion qui est maintenall1; deva.:nt cette Assemblee .
demande al'Albanie:,a:la Bulgarie et ala Yougo~

slavie de ne faire ri(~n de plus que ce que leufS.
porte-parole ont declare ctre: disposes a faire et
desirer faire. Pour ifa1ciliter l'etablissement de
bonnes relations, la rcJ:solution cree un organe
subsidiaire de l'Assemb16e. Oette derniere est troll'
nombreuse pdur s'acq,ui.tter d.e sa tache autrement
que par l'intermediair'e d'une telle commission.
Elle ne pourrait non pIlus vedfic~r le succes de se
efforts autremertt qu'au moyen d'une te1le com
mission.

La commission aura pou:r tache de tenir l'As~
sembIee, ai~si que les ]I~tats ,:Melnbres, a;u courant

"de sa mission. En- sonl'.me, l:il; resolution invite les.
parties afaire ce qu'eIles ont dit qu'elles desiraient
faire; eUe etablit une c:omm:lsl~ionpour les y aider
et aviser I'Organisatic:>n des Nations Dnies du
succes ou de l'echec die sa nr.ussion. Telle est l'es
sence de la question.' Rien ne lpouvait etre plus
conciliatoire, plus mCldestc~, pAm; simple.

Mais quelque simple et modeste que soh: cette
proposition,. eUe comporte, dan.ls sa modestie
meme, un grand principe moral. EIle a trait a
l'integrite de nptre Organisation et au fond des.
relations de tous les pays avec les Nations Dnies et
entre eux.

Nos accords solennels, en vue de respecter
reciproquement l'independance de nos pays de
meme que l'autorite de l'Organisation des Na
tions Dnies, n'ont pas seulement ,~te ratifies
par nos Parlements, mais ils trouvent chaque
jour leur expression dans les aspirations ardentes
qu~ les peuples du monde entier, las de la guerret

nourrissent dans leurs creurs.
La Charte exige que nos actes, autant que nOff

paroles, soient conformes a nos engagements pa
cifiques; e1le exige qu'aucun pays ne traite nO&
engage~ents, pris conformement aux dispositions
de la Charte, comme des "chiffons de papier"
bans a engager et duper les confiants'mais pou
vant etre dechires par d'autres quand ils font
obstacle aleurs plans de conqu~te. .

Aucun pays dont les actes correspondent awt
paroles prononcees par ses repr~entants n'aurait
de r~ison as'opposer ala resolution qui nous est
so~~~ ~



- There is every reason why the countries of
which Greece has complained should be the first
to desire an impartial body to confirm that our
fears for the future are unfounded. There is every
reason, I say, to welcome such a body if, as the13e
countries claim, our fears are indeed without
foundation. And if they have a foundation, there
is every reason why the best friends of Albania,
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia should support a resolu
tion intended solely to encourage them to act as
they claim to act and as their best friends would
wish them to act.

The resolution is moderate if we bear in mind
the real situation. We are making no complaints
and we do not ask for the resolution to be
amended~Greece is deeply grateful for the direct
interest that has been shown here in its survival
as an independent nation. We share the high
hopes held here that the adoption of this resolu
tion will lead our northern neighbours to change
their policy towards Greece. We camiot, however,
close our eyes to the action which has been taken
'~gainstour country. That demands incessant and
effective vigilance. .

11 y a toute raison pour que les pays contre les
queIs la Grece a porte plainte veuillent, plus que
tous autres, un organe impartial, afin de confirmer
que nos craintes au sujet de l'avenir sont sans
fondement. Il y a toute raison, dis-je, de vouloir
un tel organe si, en realite, nos craintes sont,
comme ces pays le pretendent, sans fondement.
Et si nos craintes ne sont pas denuees de fonde
ment, il y a toute raison pour que les meilleurs
amis de l'Albanie, de la Bulgarie et de la Yougo
slavie appuient une resolution qui n'a pourvbjet
que d'encourager ces pays aagir comme iIs pre
tendent agir et comme leurs mei11eurs amis les
voudraient voir agir.

. La resolution est moderee si l'on tient compte
de la situation reelle. Nous ne nous en plaignons
pas et ne demandons pasqu'elle soitamendee.
La Grece est profondement reconnaissante de
l'interet direct qui a ete manifeste id pour sa sur
vivan~e en tant que nation independante. Nous
partageons les hauts espoirs entretenus ici que
l'adoption de cette resolution amenera nos voisins
septentrionaux achanger leur politique a l'egard
de la Grece. Nous ne pouvons cependant fermer
les yeux devant I'action qUi a eu lieu contre notre
pays. Ced exige une vigilance incessante et effec
tive.

Even while you hear the spokesmen of "our Alors mSme que vous entendez les porte-parole
northern neighbours protesting their innocence de nos voisins septentrionaux protester de leur
and re-affirming their devotion to the principles innocence et affirmer leur devotion aux principes
of the Charter, these countries are sending across I de la Charte, ces pays sont en train de fake passer
our frontiers increasing quantities of arms and anos frontieres des quantites croissantes d'armes
increasingly heavy and powerful war material to j et du materiel militaire de plus en plus lourd et
be used against our people. Every day, whil~ we puissant, destines a Stre utilises contre notre
are discussing this question, human beings, men:; peuple. Chaque jour, pendant que lioUS discu..
women and children, are being ma£sacred with ~ tons de· cette q.uestion, des Stres humains
these arms: Every day farms are ravaged, bridges hommes, femmes et enfants - sont massacres
demolished, villages looted, young men captured avec CCSa!)mes. Chaque jour, des fermes sont
and, on pain of death for them ap..d their families, ravagees, des ponts. demolis, des villages pill6s,
incorporated in large numbers in guerrma bands des .jeunes gens captures et, sous peine de mort
and forced to serve the hostile PUfE,.0ses vf inxdgn pour eux et leur famille, incorpores en grand 
Statel.~. Day after day, the tide of refugb~~Gwells nombre dans les bandes de partisans et contraints
and flows from the coun~ryside towards our al-· a servir les desseins hostiles de pays 6trangers.
ready overpopulated towns. Our meagre re-' Jour apres jour,ia .maree des refugies monte et
so~ces are being diverted more and more from se dirige de la canipagne vers nos villes deja
reconstruction projects to the needs of elementary surpeupIees. Nos maigres ressources sont de plus
and legitimate defence. en plus detoumees des projets de reconstruction

pour etre affectees aux bes6ins d'une legitime
defense elementaire.·

Gentlemen, thesefacts are so brutal and so out
rageous that there-is always a danger for you, who
are sitting here at a distance of 5,000 miles, of
under-estimating their importance.

Naturally, Greece is in favour of the resolution
because of the great moral principles to which it
gives expression. We are agreed that, whatever
may happen, there is no strength greater than
moral strength and justice. In order that moral
strength may have its full effect, however, it must
be asserted unequivocally and unreservedly by the
representatives of all cout.tries which recognize
~e value of moral principles. Since this resolu
tion constitutes an expressk>n of the moral sense
of the United Nations, it l~hould command the
vptes of all the Members of :our Organization.

~

Messieurs, ce sont la des faits si brutaux ~t si
effrontes que, pour vous, assis ici a une distance de
cinq mille milles, il y a toujours danger d)en sous
estimer l'importance.

La Grece est nature1lement en faveur de la re
solution, en raison des grands principes moraux
dont elle est l'expression. J.~ous convenons que, en
tout etat de cause, il n'y a force plus grande que
la force morale et la justice. Mais, pour que la
force morale ait son plein effet, elle doit etre
affirmee sansequivoque et sans reserve par les
representants de tous les pays qui reconnaissent
la valeur des principes moraux. Etant donne que
cette resolution represente l'expression du sens
moral des Nations Unies, elle doit recevoir le
suffrage de tous les Membres de 'notre Organisa-
tion. 1I I
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Les principes moraux qui sont ici en jeu affec
tent directement tons les Membres de rOrganisa..
tion des Nations Unies. Si, en tant qu'Etats(
Membres, noUB adherons au principe de l'observa- '\
tion des obligations internationales, nons ne pou
vons nons derober aun vote-net en faveur de cette
resolution:' Lorsque nous nons sommes unis aux
termes de la Charte, nous'·avons convenu d'ap
puyer les principes de cette Charte. Nous avons
de plusconvenu qu'il ne suffisait pIns de nollS
abstenir d'etre des agressetm\. Nous avons con
venu d'agir positivement afin de soutenir et de
defendre le respect des principes de la Charte
cantre toute att~que, d'ou. qu'elle vhlt. C'est 18.
une obligation au sujet de laquelle aucun de nons
ne s'est reserve le droit de s'abstenir. Nos moyens
de fournir une aide 1!1aterielle aux autres Mem
bres de l'Organisation et de nollS joindre a eux
dans l~, defense ae leur pays, par la force des armes
au besoin, peuvent differer, et le bon sens, tout
comme la Charte, laisse une certaine latitude a
cet egard~ Mais nous pouvons tous defendre le
droit par notre vote. Dans cette Assemblee, l10s
voix ont une force egale et tout Membre est tenu
de soutenirpar un vote positif l'execution deS
engagements solennels auxque1s nous avons mu-
tuellement souscnt. .

La Grece vous demande de vous exprimer par
un vote, qu'elle espere unanime, en faveur de
cette resolution destinee amettre fin al'agression "
.contre le peuple hellenique et contre l'integrlte
territoriale de la Grece.

Dans tout pays, chaque individu a le drojt fan
damental d)etre maitre chez lui et d'y assurer la
securite de 'sa famille; chaque individu a le droit
d'etre libre, de travailler et de recueillir le fruit
de son labeur; chaque individu a le droit de suivre
une carrlere pacifique dans la paix et la liberte
et de choisir pour son pays, sans. coercition, un
gouvemement pacifique et respectueux de la loi.

En vous demandant de voter en faveur de 'la
resolution, nous invoquons non seulement' ces
droits essentiellement humaihs et constitutionnels,
mais encore les principes fondamentaux solen..
nellement. proc1ames dans la Charte des Nations
Unies.

Pour sa part, la Grece a largement contribue
ala defense de ces droits sanctionnes par tout le
monde civilise. Cependant, on ne peut guere
s'attendre avoir mon pays continuer, en presence
de forces ,exterieures ecrasantes, a jouer un role
qui reclame des moyens gigantesques, surtout
apres tout le sang verse et la devastation impla
cable dont il a ete Pobjet, si l'Organisation des
Nations Unies n'adopte des mesures appropriees
et ne les applique entierement. Les principes que
defend mon pays ont pour le peuple helleniqpe .
une grande importance. DB n'en sont pas moIDS
d'un mteret vital et direct pour tout le monde
civilise, aussi bien pour les peuples des petits pays
que pour ceux des grandes Puissances, pour lea
peuples qui dement preserver leur patrimoino
culture!, leurs traditions, leur respect pour la cHr
nite de l~individuet leur existence nationale.

Si les Membres de cette Assembl6e se rend•.,..
compte, comme j'en suis certain, de l'import .,

,Greece, fOr her part, has made a great contrihu
tibn to the defence of these rights, which are ac
knowledged by the whole civilized.world. Never
theless, my country, faced as it is by crushing
external forces, can hardly be expected to con
tinue to.play a part which requir~vast resources,
especially after all the bloodshed and ruthless
devastation 1p which it has been subjected, unless
the United Nations adopts apprcpriate measures
and gives them full application. The principles
my country is defending are extremely import&'1t
to the Greek people. Their interest for the'whole
civilized world is no less vital and ,direct; both to
the peoples of small countries and~ those of great
Powers, to peoples which wish to'" preserve their
cultural heritage, their traditions, their respect for
the dignity of the individual and national ex
istence.

If the Members of this Assembly realize, as I
am certain they do, the importance, to our future,

'."',

Greece asks you to express your views by a
vote, which she hopes will be unanimously in
favour of this resolution, intended to put an end
to aggression against the Greek people and against
the territorial integrity of Greece. .

:F:!very individual in every country has the fun
damental right to be master in his own house and
to defend the security of his family; every indi
vidual has tbe right to be free, to work and to
receive the. fruits of his labour; every individual
has the right to pursue a ~eacei~lc~eer in peace
and freedom and to elec~for nm cOlimtry, without
coercion, a peaceful an\1 law....a'*ding Govern-
ment. \ //

When we ask you to vot,; in f~\rourof the reso
lution, we invoke not onlY)! these essential human
and constitutional rights, out also the fundamen
tal principles solemnly proclaimed in the United
Nations Charter.

c

-Nfnety":ninlh l"renari Mr~rittrig - --' -- -
I.' ;:? :, l

/ "
The moral princin1es w~~h are here at stake

directly affect all tbe ~bers ()f the United
Nations. If, as Metn.~we adhere to the prin
ciple of observing international obligations, we
capnot. evade a clear vote in favour of this reso
lutlion. When we united un~~ the terms of the
Charter, we agreed to support the principles of
'that Charter. Furthermore, we agreed that it was
no longer enough to refrain from aggression. We
agreed to act in a positive manner, in order to
uphold and defend respect for the principles of
the Charter against any attack, wherever it might
come from. That is an obligation from which none
of us reserved the right to abstain. Our means of
supplying-material assistance to other Members
of the ,Organization, and of joining them in the
defence of their country by a..11lled force, may be
different, and common sense, like the Charter, al
lows a certain latitude in·this respect. We can,
howe~r, all defend justice by our vote. In this
Assembly, our votes all have equal weight, and
every Member is bound to support, by an affirma
tive vote, th~ execution of the solemn obligations
to which we have mutually subscribed. '
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of the position they will adopt with regard to the
resolution submitted to us, if the Members of this
Assembly realize, as I am sure they do, that not
only the territorial independence and integrity of
small countries but the very foundations of this
great international Organization are threatened,
not one of them will refuse to re-affirm the prin
ciples of our Charter by casting his vQte in favour
of this resolution. Unless Members resolutely vote
for the preservation of these principles, the edifice
of the United Nations will be undermined. The
pillar on which rests its authority for the mainte
nance of peace will crumble, discredited before
world public opinion.

Gentlemen, your verdict on this resolution will
for all time constitute a precedent of the highest
importance--for good or for ill-for all the Mem
bers of the United Nations. Your vote on thi<;
resolution will be a vote in favour of the mainte
nance of the territorial integrity of Greece and of
your own country, and in favour of respect for the
principles of the United Nations.

May every representative to tlus Assembly,
when he returns to his own country, feel in his
innermost conscience that his vote, at this critical
turning point in the early life of the United Na
tions, has served to strengthen this Organization,
to increase respect for its principles and to encour
age the law-abiding victims of aggression in their
.faith in the triurnph of justice I We are responsible
for our actions before the peoples we represent
and also before the Almighty. The. peoples of the
world humbly pray to their Maker to give us
wisdom to see what is right and courage to do
our duty. May their prayers be answered!

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representa
tive of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic.

Mr. KISELEV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (translated from Russian) : The ques
tion of the so-called threat to the political inde
pendence and territorial integrity of Greece, sub
mitted for the consideration of the General
Assembly by the delegation of the United States of
America, has already been considered in detail by
the First Committee.

The delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic fully endorses the arguments ad
vanced in this high tribunal by the representatives
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia, who showed the
falseness and absurdity of the accusations levelled
at Greece's northern neighbours.

Yesterday we listened here to a speech by the
representative of the United States, Mr. Johnson,
who again affirmed his assertion that Yugoslavia,
Albania and Bulgaria are threatening the politi
cal independence and territorial integrity of
Greece and are helping to fan the flames of civil
war.

What facts did the representative ofthe United
States adduce in support of his accusations? We

'qu'aura sur nos destinees la position qu'ils adop
teront al'egard de la resolution qui nous est sou
mise, si les Membres de cette Assemblee recon
naissent, comme j'en suis persuade, qu'il existe
une menace non seulement contre l'independance
et l'integrite territoriale des petits pays, mais
contre les fondements memes de cette grande
Organisation internationale, i1 n'en est pas un seul
qui, en donnant son suffrage a cette resolution,
ne voudra reaffirmer les principes de notre Charte.
Si les Etats Membres ne votent pas resolument
pour la sauvegarde de ces principes, l'edifice des
Nations Unies sera sape. Il s'ecroulera, dechu
devant la conscience mondiale, piller sur lequel
repose sem autorite pour le maintien de la paix.

Messieurs, votre verdict sur cette resolution
constituera atout jamais un precedent de la plus
haute importance - en bien ou en mal - pour
tous les Membres de 1'Organisation des Nations
Unies. Votre suffrage sur cette resolution sera un
vote pour le maintien de 1'integrite territoriale de
la Grece, de celle de votre pays, et pour le respect
des principes de l'Organisation.

Que tout representant cl cette AssemblCe, ason
retour dans son pays, puisse ressentir au fond de
sa conscience que son vote, ace tournant critique
de l'age tendre de l'Organisation des Nations
Unies, a fortifie cette derniere, accIU le respect de
ses principes, et encourage les vietimes d'une
agression - des victimes respectueuses de la loi 
en leur foi dans le triomphe de la justice. Nous
avoilS a repondre de nos actes devant les peuples
que nous representons ainsi que devant le Tout
Puissant. Les peuples a travel'S le monde prient
humblement notre Createur pour q u'i1 nous ins
pire la sagesse qui nous fera voir cc qui est juste
et qu'il nous donne le courage de nous acquitter
de notre devoir. Que leurs prieres soient exaucees.

Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglais): Je donne
la parole au representant de la Republique so
cialiste sovietique de Bielorussie.

M. KISSELEV (Republique socialiste sovietiqqe
de Bielorussie) (traduit du russe): La Premiere
Commission a deja examine en detail la question
de la pretendue menace contre I'independance
politique et l'integrite territoriale de la Grece,
qui avait ete soumise a l'Assemblee generale par
la delegation des Etats-Unis d'Amerique.

La delegation de la Republique socialiste so
vietique de Bielorussie partage entierement I'avis
des delegations de l'Union des Republiques so
cialistes sovietiques, de la Pologne, de la Tche
coslovaquie et de la Yougoslavie, qui ant produit
devant cette noble Assemblee des arguments
montrant le caractere faux et absurde des accusa
tions formulees contre les voisins septentrionaux
de la Grece.

Hier, nous avons entendu la declaration de
M. }ohnson, representant des Etats-Unis, qui a
affirme une fois de plus que la Yougoslavie, l'Al
banie et la Bulgarie mena~aient l'independance
politique et l'integrite territoriale de la Grece et
qu'elles contribuaient au developpement de la
guerre civile dans ce pays.

Quels sont done les faits que le representant des
Etats-Unis a cites pour etayer ces accusations?
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have already heard several speeches by Mr. John
son, but he has never adduced any facts in sup
port of his accusations, except references to the
documentation of the Security Council Commis
sion which investigated the complaints of the
Greek Government. But what legal value has this
documentation?

In their statements, Mr. Vyshinsky, the head of
the USSR delegation, and Mr. Bebler, represen
tative of Yugoslavia, as well as other representa
tives, showed most clearly and convincingly that
the data submitted by the Security Council Com
mission are based on the false evidence of crim
inals and adventurers, and of persons sentenced to
death, and that therefore they are entirely un
trustworthy. Mr. Johnson has no other data at his
disposal; and this is understandable, as there are
no facts in existence to confirm the guilt of
Greece's northern neighbours.

Mr. Johnson, the United States representative,
and Mr. Tsaldaris, who represents Greece, accuse
Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria of allegedly
supplying Greek partisans with arms. No facts or
evidence of this accusation either have been sub
mitted.

Everyone knows that the Greek Democratic
Army is being armed and supplied at the expense
of Government troops and of gendarmerie and
police detachments that have been defeated in
battle. In confinnation of this I venture to quote
the statement of General Grigoriadis, a leader of
the Greek Left-wing Liberal Party, who said: "It
is an absolute lie to say that the Andartes, that is,
the partisans, have been armed by Greece's neigh
bours. Their arms are of British manufacture and
have been obtained by disarming captured
soldiers."

There can be no doubt whatsoever that, if
Greek democratic forces had received assistance
from outside, assistance such as is being received
by the Government Monarchist Army from the
United States and Great Britain, the Greek peo
ple would long ago have set up their own popular
government and would not be p'!Ssing through
the ordeal that has become their lot as a result of
intervention in the internal affairs of Greece by
the United States and Great Britain.

The peoples of the world are witness to the fact
that all over Greece, from one end to the other,
an armed struggle is being waged by the Greek
people for liberty, democracy and national inde
pendence.

The question naturally arises why this critical
situation in Greece has come about. Why is civil
war raging throughout the land-not only in its
northern regions? Who is to blame for it? There
is not the least doubt that the main cause of this
tragic situation is the presence of foreign troops,
British and American intervention in the internal
affairs of Greece, and the active support of the
anti-popular Greek Government by the Govern
ments of the United States and Great Britain.

Nous avons entendu plusieurs declarations de
M. Johnson, mais celui-ci n'a presente aucun fait
pour etayer ses accusations. 11 s'est borne a se
re£erer aux documents de la Commission qui
avait ete chargee par le Conseil de securite d'en
queter sur la plainte du Gouvernement grec. Mais
queUe est la valeur juridique de ces documents?

M. Vychi"nsky, chef dela ~lelegationde l'URSS,
M. Bebler, representant de la Yougoslavie, ainsi
que d'autres representants encore, ont montre
dans leurs declarations, d'une fa~on parfaitement
claire et convaincante, que les documents que
nous a soumis la Commission du Conseil de secu
rite reposent sur les faux temoignages de crimi
nels, d'aventuriers ou de personnes condamnees a
mort, et que, par consequent, ces documents ne
meritent pas qu'on leur fasse confiance. M. John
son ne possede pas d'autres renseignements; cela
est parfaitement comprehensible, car il n'existe
nulle part d'autres preuves qui puissent demontrer
la culpabilite des voisins septentrionaux de la
Grece.

Le representant des Etats-Unis, M. Joh08on)
et le representant de la Grece, M. Tsaldaris, ont
accuse la Yougoslavie, l'Albanie et la Bulgarie de
fournir des armes aux partisans grecs. Mais pour
etayer ces accusations, ils n'ont pas, non plus, cite
de faits ni fourni de preuves.

Nous savons tous que l'armee democratique
grecque s'arme et se ravitaille aux depe08 des
troupes gouvernementales et des detachements de.
gendarmerie ou de police qu'elle reussit a battre.
Pour etayer cette affirmation, je me permettrai de
citeI' id une declaration du general Grigoriadis,
chef du parti des liberaux grecs de gauche, qui a
dit: "11 est absolument faux que les Andartes,
c'est-a-dire les partisans) soient armes par les voi
sins de la Grece. Leurs armes ont ete fabriquees en
Angleterre et les partisans les prennent aux soldats
qu'ils font prisonniers et qu'ils desarment."

Il ne fait aucun doute que si les forces demo
cratiques grecques recevaient des secours de
l'etranger) comme l'armee monarchiste gouveme
mentale qu'aident les Etats-Unis et la Grande
Bretagne, le peuple grec aurait depuis longtemps
etabli son gouvernement populaire, en evitant
ainsi le sort tragique qui lui est echu par suite de
l'ingerence des Etats-Unis et de la Grande
Bretagne dans les affaires interieures de la Greee.

Les peuples du monde entier sont temoins que
dans toute la Grece, le peuple grec lutte, les armes
ala main, pour la liberte, la democratie et l'inde
pendance nationale.

Il est parfaitement naturel de se demander
pourquoi une situation aussi critique s'est creee
en Grece. Pourquoi la guerre civile sevit-elle dans
l'ensemble du pays, et pas .seulement dans les
regions du nord? Qui en est responsable? La
cause 'principale de cette situation tragique est
indubitablement la presence des troupes etran
geres,· l'intervention anglaise et americaine dans
les affaires interieures de la Grece et l'aide active
que les Gouvernements des Etats-Unis et du
Royaume-Uni accordent a un Gouvernement
grec ennemi du peuple.



21 octobre 1947 437 Quatre-vingt-dix-neuvieme seance pleniere

~he C?reek Monarchist Government has flung
agamst Its own people all its armed forces con
sisting not only of regular troops and gend~rmes,
but also of monarcho-fascist bands that had
fought earlier on the side of the German and
Italian occupation troops. These criminals' and
butchers are at their favourite game again. Tor
ture and the murder of innocent people have be
come the order of the day. Human life is of no
value. Houses amI property are consigned to the
flames; work in the fields is suspended; the trans
port system has broken down; commodity trading
has ceased. By order of the military authorities
the population of entire regions has been evacu
ated. The number of refugees has reached
900,000 and they live in the houses of strangers
In a state of poverty and destitution. The Govern
,ment has set up bloody military tribunals in order
to frighten the population. Over '500 persons
the noblest representatives of the Greek people
have been put to death by these tribunals.

This lawlessness and savage terror were intensi
fied still further after President Truman, on 12
March 1947, issued his declaration concerning the
so-called "special interests" of the United States
in Greece, this declaration is now known as "the
Truman Doctrine". Despite the indignation and
protests voiced by democratic and public opinion
in Greece, and all over the world also, a new wave
of arrests has swept over the whole of Greece.
Between the date' of the "elections", in other
words, 31 March 1946, and today, over 30,000
persons have been arrested. Among them are
peasants, workers, writers, journalists, politicians
and trade union officials, doctors, lawyers, profes
sors, and civil servants, whose only crime is that
they hold democratic views. Most of them have
been banished to specially created concentration
camps.

The real criminals are being protected by the
Greek Government like the apple of its eye. It is
common knowledge that 1,200 officers, who were
employed during the occupation in the security
battalions formed by the Germans and the Ital
'ians, are now serving in the ranks of the Govern
ment's punitive army and hold posts of command.
At the same time those who took part in the na
tional resistance movement-generals and offi
cers, true patriots and gallant Greeks, are not
only dismissed the Service but are imprisoned
and banished to desert islands.

Twenty thousand civil servants, teachers, scien
tists and other democratically-minded persons
have been dismissed from their jobs and thrown
on the street. Even representatives of the church
have not escaped persecution. Three bishops were
removed from their posts because during the fas
cist occupation they shared in the spiritual lead
ership of the national resistance movement. The
Executive Committee of the Greek Confederation
of Labour and the trade unions connected with
it have been disbanded, and most of the trade
union leaders, including Paparigos, the Secret~-

, Le Gouvernement monarchiste grec a lance
cOJ.1tre son propre peuple toutes ses forces armees,
qUI se composent non seulement de l'armee re
guliere et de la gendarmerie, mais aussi des bandes
monarcho-fascistes qui avaient combattu aux
co.tes des occupants allemands et italiens. Ces cri
n;mels, ces bourreaux ont repris leur besogne pre
feree. La torture et l'assassinat de gens innocents
sont devenus chose courante en Grece. La vie
humaine a perdu toute valeur. Les habitations et
les biens sont incendies, les travaux des champs
son~ arr~tes, le systeme des transports est desor
gamse, I echange des marchandises a cesse. Dans
certaines regions, toute la population a ete ,evacuee
sur l'ordre des autorites militaires. Le nombre des
refugies atteint 500.000. Ces gens vivent chez des
etrangers dans une pauvrete et une misere ex
tremes. Le Gouvernement a cree de sanglantes
cours martiales afin d'inspirer la terreur au peu
pIe. Ces tribunaux ont deja fait executer plus de
500 personnes, parmi les meilleurs fils du peuple
grec.

Uarbitraire et la repression barbare se sont en
core accentues depuis le 12 mars 1947, jour ou le
President Truman a declare que les Etats-Unis
avaient des "interets speciaux" en Grece; cela
s'appelle maintenant "la doctrine Truman". Mal
gre l'indignation et les protestations de l'opinion
democratique dans toute la Grece et dans le
monde entier, une nouvelle vague d'arrestations
s'est abattue sur le pays. Depuis les "elections",
c'est-a-dire depuis le 31 mars 1947, et jusqu'a ce
jour, plus de 30.000 personnes ont ete arretees.
Panni les detenus, il y a des paysans, des ouvriers,
des ecrivains, des journalistes, des hommes poli
tiques, des leaders syndicaIistes, des medecins, des
avocats, des professeurs et des fonctionnaires, dont
le seul crime etait d'avoir des convictions demo
cratiques., La plupart d'entre eux ont ete deportes
dans des camps de concentration crees speciale
ment a cet efIet.

Quant aux vrais criminels, le Gouvernement
monarchiste grec les protegecomme la prunelle
de ses yeux. On sait, par exemple, que 1.200 offi
ciers qui avaient servi pendant l'occupation, dans
les bataillons de securite crees par les Allemands
et les Italiens, font maintenant partie de l'armee
gouvernementale de repression et y occupent des '
postes dirigents. En meme temps, les membres de
la Resistance nationale - generaux et officiers,
patriotes veritables et Grecs courageux - ont non
seulement ete ecartes du service actif, mais encore
jetes en prison ou deportes dans des iles desertes.

On a congeclie et jete dans la rue vingt mille
fonctionnaires, professeurs, savants et autres per
sonnes a convictions democratiques. Les ecde
siastiques eux-memes n'ont pas echappe aux per
secutions. On a destitue trois eveques parce qu'ils
avaient ete, pendant l'occupation fasciste, parmi
ceux qui assuraient la direction spirituelle du
mouvement de Resistance nationale. On a dissous
le Comite executif de la Confederation generale
du travail grecque et les syndicats qui y etaient
affilies, et on a jete en prison la m.ajorit6 des ,.
leaders syndicalistes, y compris Papangos, Secre-
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General of the Executive Committee of the Greek
Confederation of LabOur, have been thrown into
prison.

The democratic Press is subjected to harsh per"
secution. There have been 344 cases of arson and
of raids by monarchist terrorists on the editorial
and printing offices of democratic newspapers.
The Press has already published such facts as the
murder of Joannes Zevgos, former Minister and
the editor l,;)f the Communist Review, which was
committed by Government agents in March 1947
at Salonika; the murder of Kostas VidaIis, corre-

; spondent of the newspaper Rizospastis, by the
monarcho-fascist band of Sourlas1 on 13 August
1946 in Thessaly, and the murder of seven mem
bers of the technical staff of the democratic news
paper A.gonistis at Salonika in Apri11947. These,
gentIem~, are all facts!

I could list many more such instances. It is diffi
cult to picture the state of confusion, dtstruction
and bloodshed which has overwhelmed Greece.
The most fearful reaction has'spread over the en
tire land. 'It is impossible in this brief statement to
give a complete picture of the dark, tragic situ
ation which prevails in Greece. Yet the struggle
of that gallant and heroic people for democracy
evokes the admiration of all progressively-minded
people. The overwhelming majority of the Greek
people has risen fearlessly to defen!i 'the liberty
and independence of its country. That is the secret
of their successes.

The draft resolution on the Greek question pre
sented to the General Assembly by the majority of
the First Committee is headed: "Threats to the
political independence and territorial integrity of
Greece."

Threats to the political independence of
Greece! Is anyone really threatening the political
independence of Greece? Is there really such a
thing as a so-called "~lav threat" to Greece?'

Yes, there is a threat to the independence of
Greece, but whence comes the threat? Mr. John
Son is attempting to put the whole blame not on
the guilty but on the innocent party. The fact is
that the threat does not el'U,anate from Greece's
northern neighbours but from the. Governments
of the United States and Great Britain, which are
openly interferirg in the internal affairs of Greece,
and, by supplying aims and food, under "the
Truman plan", are open!: dSSisting the Greek
reactionaries in their fight against the Greek peo
ple. More than that, since December 1944, Greece
has been occupied by British troops, and 3ince
that date has lost her independence. .

Greece has found herself completely subordi-
. nated to the Oovernments of the United States

and the United Kingdom. Why, then, is it that in
a resolution entitled "Threats to the political in
dependence and territorial integrity of Greece"
there are no indications whatever of the fact that
this threat emanates from the United Kingdom
and the United States---that this threat arises
from the presence of foreign troops in Greece?

Sottle persons think that the crisis which is shak
ing Greece may end if an international control .
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taire general du Comite executif de la CQnfed&a.", "
tion generale du travaiL

La presse democratique est cruel1ement perse,;,
cutee. Dans 344 cas, les sanes de redaction et les --"
imprimeries de journaux dem.oc~atiques ('mt ete
incendiees ou attaquees par des terroristes unonar
chistes. La presse a mentionn~ des faits teIs que
le crue1assassinat de Joannes Zevgos, anc:ten mi..
nistre et redacteur en chef de la Revue C1.?mmu..
niste, abattu a Salonique en rnar.s 1947 par des
agents du Gouvernement; elle a parle egalement
de l'assassinat de Costas Vidalis, correspondant du
journal RizQspastis, tue le 13 aoftt 1946 en Theg..
salie par la bande monarcho-fasciste de Sourlas,
et du massacre de sept membres du personnel
technique .du journal dem.ocratique ..A.gonistis,
qui a eu lieu a Salonique en avril1947. Tout cela,
Messieurs, ce sont des faits.

On pourrait citer d'autres exemples encore. D
est difficile de se faire une idee du chaos, des
destructions et du,sang verse en Grece. La reac-

, tion la plus noire enveloppe tout le pays. n est
impossible de donner dans cette breve declaration
l'image complete de la situation sombre et traoo
gique qui s'est creee en Greee. Mais la lutte menee
par le glorieux et courageux peuple grec pour la
democratie remplit d'admiration toute Phuma
nitc~ progressive. La grande majorite du peuple
grec s'est dressee pour defendre la liberte et
l'independance de la patrie. Voila le secret de ses
SllCCes.

Le projet de resolution sur la question grecque
. que la majorite de la Prermere Commission a sou"
mis a l'Assemblee generale est mtitule: "Menaces
contre l'independance politique et l'integrite tet..
ritoriale de la Grece."

Menaces contre l'independance politique de la
Grece! Quelqtfun menace-t-il vraiment l'inde..
pendance politic!ue de la Grece? Cette pretendue
"menace slave" contre la Grece existe-t-eIle vrai
ment?

Certes, Pindependance de la Grece est menacee,
Mais d'ou vient cette menace? M. Johnson tente
de blanchir les coupables et d'accuser les iltmo
cents. En realite, cc n'est pas pes voisins septen..
trionaux de la Grece que vient cette nl~nace,mais
bien des Gouvemements des Etats-Unis et du
Royaume-Uni qui interviennent ouvertement
dans les affaires interieures de la Grece et qui,
conformement au "plan Truman", fournissent
ouvertement des armes et du ravitaillement ala
reaction grecque aux prises avec le p~uple grec.
Bien plus, la Grece est occupee par les troupes
britanniques depuis de'.:embre 1944 et eIle a, de
puis ce moment,perdu son independance.

La Grece s'est trouvee entierement assujettle
aux Gouvernements des Etats-Unis et du
Royaume-Uni. Pourquoi, alors, dans cette resolu
tion intitulee "Menaces contre l'independanCO.
politique et l'integrite territoria1e de la Grece",
n'est-il pas indique que cette menace provient dU
Royaume-Uni et des Etats-Unis et qu'el1e est ~.
consequence de la presence de troupes etrang~
en Grece? ",:

,~:

D'aucuns estiment qu'on pour,rait mettre fin.:'
la ctise qui 6branle la Grece en creant une c,', '
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commission is set up for the northern bordetb of
. Greece. That, Gentlemen, is not the case. It is a

profund delusion because it is the causes of the
Greek crisis which must be liquidated.

What can this commission do if-as has been
admitted by democratic public opinion all over
the world and by many representatives at this As
sembly, for instance, the representatives of Co
lombia, N01Y\Tay, France, Be1gil!'~ and others-:
the true causes of the Greek CflSlS are rooted ID

internal conditions in Greece? There is no need
for me to say that the setting up of such a commis
sion would be entilely opposed to the principles
.ofthe United Nations Charter and would consti-.
tute a violation of the equality of sovereignty of
the peoples of Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria.

Tjle General Assembly of the United Nations
can be of great help to the Greek people in r.e
establishing peace and unity in that land. Itwould
have been light and proper for the General As..
sembly to have recorrunended that steps be taken
to put an end to every kind of foreign intervention
in the internal affairs of Greece and that the Greek
people be given an opportunity of settling freely,
without any pressure from abroad and in a demv
cratic manner, its own domestic concerns.

It is precisely with this end in view that the
delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics propOses to sc.ttle the Greek problem. In the
draft resolution submitted there is a recommenda
tion that the Greek Government should take steps
to put an end to provoc~tivefron?er incidents~n
the borders of YugoslaVIa, Bulgana and Albama;
and that Greece, on the one hand, and her north
ern neighbours, on the other, establish normal
diplomatic relations with one another. Such a
recommendation is in complete accord with the
United Nations Charter in which one of the most
important aims of our organization is stated to be
the necessity "to develop friendly relations among
nations" (Article 1, paragraph 2)..

Also in the spirit of the Charter of the United
Nations, which champions the sovereign rights of
nations, is another recommendation which is to
be found in the draft USSR resolution, to wit, the
recommendation regarding the recall of foreign
troops and foreign military PersOnnel from
Greece.

It is well known that the presence of foreign
troops on the territory of a sovereign ~tate and the
interferen<:e of these troops in the internal affairs
of the country are a flagrant violation of the prin
ciples of democratic relations between peoples and
States. Therefore, it would be correct-as is pro
posed by the Polish delegation-for the General
Assembly to recommend the immediate with
drawal of British troops and foreign military per
sonnel frolll Greece.

Finally, in the USSR draft resolution, there is
a recommendation for the creation of a special
commission which, through appropriate supervi
,on, would ensure that foreign economic assist
ance rendered to Greece would be utilized solely
~e interests of the Greek people. This would

Quatre..vingt-cUx..neuvleme .'aRcepleni....

mission de contr8le internationaIe chargee de
surveiIler les frontieres septentrionales de la·
Grece. Mais i1 n'en tl>"'t rien, Messieurs. C'est lA
une erreur profonde, car cc sont les caust"J) de la
crise grecque qu'il fautBiminer.

Que peut faire cette commission si, ainsi \que
l'ont reconnu l'opinion democratique du monde
entier et de nombreux representants a cette As
sembIee - notamment les representant de la
Colombie, de la Nc-rvege, de la France, de la
Belgique et d'autres pays - la cause veritable de
la crlse grecque reside dans la situation interieure
de la Grece, et je ne rappellerai meme pas que la
creation d'une telle commission serait inadmis
sible au regard des principes de la Cbarte des
Nations Unieset qu'elle parterait atteinte a!'ega
lite de souv("'rainete des peuples de Yougoslavie,
de l'Albanie e'~ de la Bulgarie.

L'AssembIee generale des Nations Unies peut
fake beaucoup pour aider le peuple grec areta
bIir la paix et la concorde en Grece. Il serait juste
et equitable que l'Assemblee generale recom
mande des mesures pour mettre fin atoute inter
vention et toute ingerence etrangere dans les af
faires interieures de la Grece et pour permettre au
peuple grec de regler lui-meme, librement, sans
aucune pression etrangere, et par les voies demo-

,cratiques, ses propres problemes interleurs.
C'est precisement dans ce sens que la delega

tion de l'Union des Republiques socialistes sovie..
. tiques propose de regler la question grecque. Le
projet de resolution qui VOllS est soumis recom
mande que le Gouvernement grec prenne des
mesures pour mettre fin aux actes de provocation
qui se produisent aux frontieres greco"yougoslave,
greco-bulgare et greco-albanaise et que des rela
tions diplomatiques normales soient etablies entre
la Grece d'une part, d ses voisins septentrionaux
de l'autre. Cette recommandation est entierement
conforme ala Charte des Nations Unies, OU it est

. dit que run des buts essentiels de notre Organisa
tion est de "developper entre les nations des rela
tions amicales" (Article 1, paragraphe 2).

Un autre recommandation contenue dans le
projet de resolution de l'URSS, ce11e qui prevoit
le retrait des troupes et du personnelmilitaire
etranger stationnes en Grece, n'est pas moins con
forme al'esprit de la Charte des Nations Unies,
Iaquelle defend les droits souverains des nations.

La presence de troupes euangeres sur le terri
toire d'un Etat souverain et leur intervention dans
ses affaires interieutes constituent, on le sait, une
violation flagrante des principes de la democratie
dans lea relations entre les peuples et les Etats. n (
convi~ndrait donc, ainsi que le propose la delega
tion polonaise, que l'AssembIee generale recom..
mande le retrait immediat des troupes brltan
niques et du personnel ~taire etranger qui se
trouvent en Grece.

Ehfin,1e projet de'resolution de la delegation
de l'URSS recommande la creation d'une com
mission speciale qui serait chargee de veiller, par
un- controle approprie, a ce que l'assistanceeco
nomique accordee ala Grece par des pays etran
gers wit utilisee uniquem~..nt dans l'interat du
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That was why the Byelorussian delegation
voted in the First Committee against the United
States resolution. The Byelorussian delegation will
vote against that resolution here too, as being an
unfair resolution, which is b~\Sed on untrustworthy
and untruthful data, which contradicts the prin
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations, and
which is, therefore, quite unacceptable.

be fair and proper, because the Greek people, who
have lived. through four years of occupation, now
find theJY.J.Selves in a dire material plight. The peo
ple must rebuild their dwellings, which were.
burnt down and destroyed by the German and
Italian occupation forces. Assistance should be
rendered along these lines and not concentrated
on building aerodromes, naval bases and strategic .
highways and railways.

peuple grec. C~est la une mesure juste et equJ...
table, parce que le peuple gree, qui vient de subir
quatre ans d'occupation, se trouve dans une si.
tuation materieIle pemble et que la population a
besoin de reconstruire ses maisons incendiees au
detruites par les occupants allemands et italiens.
C'est a cela que doit servir l'aide fournie et non
pas a la construction de ChaIilPS d'aviation, de
bases navales, ou de routes et de chemins de fer I

strategiques.
The peoples of the world await real action by Les peuples du monde entier attendent de

the United Nations inthe matter of re-establishing l'Organisation des Nations Unies qu'elle prenne
peace, independence and democracy in Greece. des mesures efficaces pour retablir la paix, l'inde
Only the creation in Greece of a truly democratic pendance et la democratie ~n Grece. Seule l'in
Government can serve as a guarantee of internal ~tauration d'un gouvemement reellement demo
peace and would ensure friendly.relations be-- cratique en Grece eonstituera une garantie de
twe.en· Greece and her neighbours-Y-qgQslavia, I· pail< interieure et assurera des relations amicalos
Albania and Bulgaria. • entre la Grece et ses voisins: la Yougoslavie,

. rAlbanie et la Bulgarie. ,
The ByelOrussian delegation supports the reso- La delegation de la Bielorussie· appuie la reso-

lution submitted by the USSR delegation as one lution presentee par la delegation de l'URSS, car
that points the way to a fair and just solution of cette resolution montre la voie vers une solution
the problem facing the United Nations. juste et equitable de la question posee devant

l'Organisation des Nations Unies.
Pour toutes ces raisons, la delegation de la

BieIorussie a vote contre la resolution americaine
a la Premiere Commission. Ici, egalement, elle
votera contre cette resolution, qu'elle juge injuste,
basee sur des documents douteux et faux, con·
traire aux principes de la Charte des Nations
t;rnies et, par consequent, absolument. inaccep
table.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative or Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglais) : Je donne
France. la paroleau representant de la France.

Mr. DELBOS (France) (translated from
French): Everything has been said on the Greek
question during the twenty months it has been
discussed in the Security Council, and during the
month it has been debated by our General ;Assem
bly and its First Committee. Everything has been
said and repeated many times. The French dele
gation, like all others, I imagine, has no preten
sions towards introducing in its statement any ne\'
element or any argument likely to alter the posi
tions which have been taken up. Nor does it in
tend to reply to personal attacks or to insincere
arguments, which are irrelevant to these discus
sions and which seem to us to be out of place in
this Assembly.

The French delegation merely considers itseH
bound to explain the vote which it is about to cast,
that is to s~y, to state the reasons why it will vote
in favour of the resolution submitted to you.

The Greek question seems to us to have two
aspects, or, more precisely, to have a general as
pect and a particular aspect. The general aspect
is that this question is but an episode in the major
trends of the world. The particular aspect is the
actual situation on the frontiers between Greece
and ner northern neighbours.

The greatcurrents of our epoch meet in Greece
and clash with a violence which is unfortunately
increasing. This explains the tragic nature of the
Greek internal crisis; this also explains the inter-

M. DELBOS (France): Tout a ete dit sur la.
question grecque depuis vingt mois qu'elle est
discutee au Conseil de securite, depuis unmois
qu'elle fait l'objet des debats de notre Assemblee
generale ou de sa Premiere Commission. Tout a
ete dit et redit. Pas plus qu'aucune autre, j'ima
gine, la delegation fran~aise n'a. la pretention
d'apporter par son intervention un element non
veau ou un argument susceptible de changerles
positions prises. EUe n'entend pas non plus re
pondre ades attaques personnelles ou ades argu
ments de mauvaise foi qui n'ont rien avoir dans
les debats et qui ne lui paraissent pas aleur place
dans cette AssembIee.

La delegation f:ran~aise considere qu'elle a
seulement le devoir d'expliquer le vote qu'elle va
etre amenee a exprimer, c'est-a-dire d'indiquer
les raisons pour lesque11es eIle apportera sa voix a
la recommandation qui vous est presentee.

La question grecque se presente a nous soUS
. deux aspects, ou plus exactement eIle ofire un
aspect general et ran aspect particulier. L'aspecl
general, c'est que cette question n'est qu'un opi;o
sode des grands mouvements du monde. L'aspeot
particulier, e'est la situation de fait aWC fronti~
de la Grece et de ses 'Voisins septentrionaux.

Les grands courants de notre epoque se·~
contrent en Grece et s'y affrontent a\~ec une .
lenee qui, hetas, ne fait que crottre. Ce1a "
aussi 1'interet qu'y portent de tres grandes' i
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We fully understand that the three countries
concerned, especially Yugoslavia, which is a foun
dation Member of our Organization, should seek
to clear th~mselves of charges which they consider
to be unfounded. This is natural, but, the more
they insist on proving their innocence, the more
they show their conviction that they have no right
!O interfere in the internal affairs of a neighbour
mgcountry.

Although the French delegation, for its part, is
I ~ous that the facts be established objectively,

!t has never thought that here was the crux of the
problem. The essential thing is to find a way tollii;;t any aggrava~on of the situation; As ~aa

est taken in it b~~ very great Powers, and not only
by one or two of 1:hem, for there are other forms of
intervention than. the sending of troops or the
granting of credits•.

Unfortunately, it is not for the United Nations
to deal with this crisis, and still less to remedy it.
In so far as Greek internal policy is concerned, in
spite of everything that has been repeated in tones
of the ·most violent and insistent propaganda, we
are not competent and none of us can do anything
but express the hope that Greece will be pacified.

On the other hand, with regard to the great
political and ideological conflict to which I have
just alluded, I think that the United Nations is
not incompetent, but for the preseri~ at least, im
potent.

Our Organization will not be able to achieve
agreement between the great Powers, whose
unanimity is the foundation of its statutes and of
its effectiveness. It is not making the attempt, and
if it can intervene, it is only in an'endeavour to

. persuade the protagonists tha~ the peoples of the
world, their own peoples, desIre peace and long
for an agreement.

That, from the outset, singularly restricts the
possibilities and the efficacy of an intervention on
the part of our Organization. Such an interven
tion must be limited to the particular aspect of the
Greek problem of which I spoke just now, I mean
to say the existing· situation on the frontiers of
Greece with Yugoslavia) Albania and Bulgaria
and the repeated frontier incidents, which are not
contested by anyone. That is the problem
with which we are actually ---and so to speak,
statutorily - confronted. That is what lays on us'
a responsibility, because we have the right, and
consequently the duty, to .do everything we can
to prevent peace and security in the Balkans, and
perhaps throughout the world, from being endan
gered by a repetition of these incidents.

. That is the real question, which must not be
obscured by polemics and propaganda activities.

The opponents of the resolution proposed to the
General Assembly are stressing quite a different
question, that of the responsibility for the edsting
situation, and they strive to prove that Yugoslavia,
Albania and Bulgaria are not responsible for it.

sancea et non pas seulement une ou deux, car it
est d'autres interventions que l'envoi de troupes
ou l'octroi de credits.

Cette crne, U n'appartient malheureusement
pas a I'Organisation des ~ations Unies de s'en
occuper, encore mains d'y remedier. S'il s'agit de
la politique interieure grecque, malgre tout ce qui
a ete repete sur le ton de la propagande la plus
violente et la plus insistante, nous ne sommes pas
competents et nous ne pouvons, chacun d'entre
nous, que formuler des vreux pour la pacification
de la Grece.

S'agit-il au contraire du grand conflit politique
et ideologique auqqel je viens de faire allusion, je
crois que l'Organisation des Nations Unies est,
non pas incompetente, rnais,·actue1leme..';t-t du
mains, impuissante. .

Notre Organisation ne sera pas en mesure de
mettre d~accord de grandes Puissanc~ dont l'ac
cord est precisement a la base de ses statuts et de
ses moyens d'action. Elle ne s'y essaie pas, et, si
elle peut intervenir, c'est sewement pour s'efforcer
de persuader les protagonistes que les peuples du
monde, leurs propres peuples, veulent la paix et
qu'ils aspirent a une entente.

Voila qui, des l'abord, limite singulierement les
possibilites et l'efficacite d'une intervention de
l'Organisation. Voila qui les limite .a ce qui est
precisement l'a...iJect particulier du probleme grec
dont je parlais tout al'heure, c'est-a-dire la situa
tion qui existe aux frontieres de la Grece, avec la
Yougoslavie, l'Albanie et la Bulgarie, et les inci
dents de frontiere repetes, qui ne sont d'ailleurs
contestespar personne. Voila le probleme avec
lequel nous sommes vraiment - et en quelque
sorte statutairement - confrontes. Voila qui en
gage notre responsabilite, parce que nous avons
le droit, et par consequent le devoir, de tout faire
pour eviter que ces incidents, en se poursuivant,
ne mettent en danger la paix et la securite dans
lea Balkans, et peut-etre aussi, par suite, dans le
monde.

TeIle est la veritable question, que des pole
miques et des actions de propagande ne doivent
pas faire. perdre de vue.

Lea adversaires de la resolution proposee a
I'Assemblee generale mettent l'accent sur une tout
autre question: celle des responsabilites de la si
tuation presente, et ils s'acharnent a dCmontrer
que la Yougoslavie, !'Albanie et la Bulgarie n'ont
pas de responsabilit6 dans la situation presente.

Nous comprenons parfaitement que les trois
pays mis en cause, et en particl:l1ier la Yougoslavie,
qui est un Membre fondateur de notre Organisa
tion, cherchent ase disculper d'accusations qu'ils
estiment non fondees. Cela est naturel, mais plus·
Us insistent pour prouver leur innocence, plus ils
marquent leur conviction qu'ils n'ont pas le droit
d'intervenir dans Jes affaires int6rleures d'un pays .
voisin. .

La delegation fran~aise, pour sa part, ~ 8OU

deuse qu'e1le soit d'etablir objectivement les faits,
n'a jamais estime que la. r6sidf'Jt le fond du d6bat.
Ce qui est essentiel, c'est de troUVeI' lea moyens
pour. emp&her que la situation ne s'aggrave.
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Comme on 1'80 dit maintes foia dans lea discussions
de la Premiere Commission, n s'agit de l'avenir
bien plus que du passe.

Aussi ne comprenons..nollS pas que d'autres
delegations que celles des pays directement mis en .
cause consacrent tous leurs efforts aprouver I'ma
nite des travaux ~'one commission d'enqu8te, tra
vaux auxquels l'URSS, pour sa part, a participe
de bout en bout. Je ne sais si c'est le cas de dire
que qui cherche atrop prouver ne prouve rien.
Mais ce n'est assurement pas le moyen d'apporter
acette situation les remedes qui s'imposent.

Aussi bien, c'est precisement la raison pour la
quelle la delegation fran~aise s'est efforcee de Jimi
ter la resolution ade pures donnees de fait, et aux
resolutions concretes .qui lui paraissent indispen..
sables. Je sais bien qu'elle n'a pas toujours ete
comprise, et encore moins suivie, qu'on lui a re
prach6 des arriere··pensees qU'elle n'avait point.
Je persiste a considerer que, en voulant faire
porter tout l'effort sur la responsabilite, c'est..a..
dire surle seul point peut..8tresur lequel un accord
ne puisse se realiser, on tourne le dos au chemin
qU'il faudrait suivre pour aboutir aune conclu- .
.sion efficace et pacifique. '

La delegation francaise s'est acheminee dans
cette voie et y restera jUsqu'au bout.

, Nous crayons fermement aussi que l'institution
d'une commission d'enquete et d'observation
devrait contribuer au reglement pacifique des in.
cidents de frontiere en Grece sept(".Iltrionale. C'est
a coup sftr.le seul moyen dont nollS disposions a
l'lieure actue1Ie pour essayer de parer aces inci
dents. Le moins que nous puissions faire est d'en
tenter l'essai loyal dans un esprit de justice et de
bonne volonte. .

J'avoue ne pas comprendre les objections qui
ont 6t6 presentees contre la creation d'une telIe
commission. Je comprends si peu ces objections
que je suis oblige de desapprouver les critiques
vraiment excessives qui ont ete formulees contre
c~tte commission elle..meme et contre sa composi
tion.

nne s'agit pas, par une commission d'enquete,
d~ porter atteinte a la souverainete des pays en
cause, car l'argument s'appliquerait a toutes les
commissions creees a l'occasion d'un differend
entre Etats souverains et je ne sache pas qu'un tel
argument de principe ait ete invoque dans
d'autres cas, tel que celui de la premiere Commis
sion d'enquete en Grece. n ne s'agit pas non plus
- personne ici ne doit en douter - de provoquer
des incidents ou d'agirdans un eSprit de partialite.

been said many times during the debates in the
:FirstCommittee, we are concerned with the future
far more than with the past.

Hence we are unable to understand why dele
gations other than those of the countries directly
concerned are devoting all their efforts to proving
the worthlessnCSS'of the work of a Commission of
Investigation, in which the USSR took part from
beginning to end. I do not know if this is a case of
those who seek' to prove too much proving
nothing. But this is certainly not the best way of
finding the remedies which the situa:tion'requires.
. Indeed, that is the very reason why the French

delegation has tried to confine the resolution to
purely factual data and to the concrete proposals
which it considers essential. I know that we have
not always been understood and, still less, fol
lowed, and that we have been accUsed of ulterior
motives which we do not entertaill. I still consider
that those who wish to lay all the stress on respon
sibility, 'that is to say, on the'only point, perhaps,
on which agreement cannot be reached, are turn
ing their backs on the road which should be fo1..
lowed in order to reach an efft.i:tive and peaceful
conclusion.

The French delegation has started out along
this path and will follow it until the end.

We also firmly believe that the establishment of
a commission of investigation and observation
should contribute to the peacefulsettlement of the
;ncidents on the northern Greek frontier. It is cer
tainly the only means at present at our disposal to
endeavour to avert these incidents. The least we
can do is to make the honest attempt in the spirit
of justice and goodwill.

I confess that I do not understand the objec
tions that have been brought forward against set
ting up such a commission. I understand these ob.
jections so little that ~ am obliged to disapprove of
the really excessive criticisms which have been ex
pressed against this commission itself and against
its composition.

There can be no question of infringing the sov
ereignty of the countries concerned by setting up
a commission. of investigation, for this argument
would ~.pply to an the commissions established
when disputes between sovereign States have
arisen, and I cannot remember that such an argU
ment of principle has been invoked in other cases,
such as that of the first Commission of investiga
tion in Greece. There can be no question also
and no one here can doubt thi&-of provoking
incidents or of acting in a biased manner.

That is the crux of the problem: what is at
stake is the maintenance of peace in a part of the
world which is particularly threatened, in general
circumstances which may result in aggravating
the l!lituatio~that has arisen in that very region.

, ,

Nous sommes ici au cceur du probleme; ceq;ui
est en cause, c'est le maintien de la paix daIlfjune
region du monde particulierement :rnenacee, dans
des circonstances generales .qui :peuvent avair
comme consequences d'aggraver la situation creee
dans cette region meme.

The French delegation, like many other dele- La delegation fran~aise, comme bien d'autres
gations, only wishes to find an effective solution. deI6gations, necherche qu'a trouver une solution '
W~ sincerely regret that our wish and our appeal efficace. Elle regrette sincerement que son d6sir et
hav,~ not been heard and that certain delegations son appel n'aient pas et6 entendus, que certaines

__vi_o_l_eD.tl.Y.ref••us.e.t.o.£.oll.o.w_us_in__th_is__pa-.th_.W_e_t_hi_n_k~d~eI_egations refusent avec violence de la sttwe BUt4



... .

21 octobr. 1947 443 QUCltr.~vin9t-dix-n.uvI'rn._'on.. pNltlka

that world peace has nothing to gain from such an "ce terrain. Elle croit que la paix du monde n".
attitude. . rien aygagner.

The PRESIDENT: As we still have two namctS on
the list of speakers, I think it would be better for
the Assembly to adjourn now and reconvene at
3 p.m. when we can hear the remaining speakers
and complete the general debate.

The meeting rose at 12.46.,p.m.

HUNDREDTH PLENARY MEETING
Held in the General Assembly Hall

at Flushing Meadow, New York,
on Tuesday, 21 October 1947, at 3 p.m.

President: MR. O. ARANHA (Brazil).

43. Continuation of the general discussion
on threats to the political independence
and territorial integrity of Greece

The PRESIDENT: i: call upon the representa
tive of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

Mr. MANUILSXY (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (translated from Russian): The
del(~gation of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic apologizes to the General Assembly
for having to draw its attention once again to
the Greek question, although this question has
been discussed in detail in the First Committee
and in the General Assembly. The Ukrainian
delegation, however, considers it its duty to
appeal to the General Assembly, for it feels that
the decision taken-or rather, the recommen
dation nmde-by the First Committee1 was
wrong in that· it contravenes the Charter and
the interems of peace and security.

The delegation of the Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic called the attention of the Se
curity Council, in August ~d September of
last year, to the highly disquieting situation
which had developed in Greece. The interven
tion of Great Britain and the interference by
the British authorities and ~ed forces in
favour of the monarchist and fascist elements
had involved the country in civil war, exposed
it to the excesses of reactionary gangs and led
to the inhuman persecution of the national
minorities of Macedonian-Slav origin.

The delegation of the Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist, Republic pointed out that tHis intemal
aggression against the democratic elements and
the democratically-minded people of Greece
would inevitably develop ,into external ag
gression if the Security Council did not take

:1 See Thr.afs fo fh. polldcal ind.p.nd,nc6 and t,m
iorial inf,grify of o,llC.: report of the First Committee
(documents A/409 and A/409/Corr.l).
~

Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglais): Commc
noUB avons encore deux orateurs inscrits, nvau
drait mieux, je crois, que l'AssembIee leve la
seance maintenantet se r6unisse de nouveau 1
15 heures pour entendre les autres orateurs et
mettre fin ala discussion g6nerale.

La seance est levee a12 h. 46.

CENTIEME SEANCE ~LENIERE

Tenue dans la salle de l'.A.ssemb18e glnlral41.aFlushing Meadow, New...York~ 1,
21 octobre 1947, a15 heures.

President: M. O. AlwmA (Br&il).

43. Suite de la discussion senera!eFcbn
cernant les menaces Cl I'independance
et Ca I'integrite territorials de la Grec8

Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglais): Je
dOnI~e la parole au representant de la R6pu
blique socia1iste sovietique d'Ukraine.

M. MANuILSXY (Republique socialiste sovi6
tique d'Ukraine (trailuit du russe): La delega
tion de la Republique socialiste sovietique
d'Ukraine presente sesexcuses a l'AsembUe
generale pour devoir une fois de plU& attirer son
attention sur la question grecque, bien que cette
question ait deja ete examinee en d6tail par la
Premie~eCommission· ainsi que par l'.Assembl6e
elle-w.~e. Mais noUB estimons qu'iI est de notre
devoir d'en apPe1er a l'Assemb16e g6n6ra1e
parte que, a notre avis, la decision adoptee par
la Premiere Commission1

, ou plutat la recom.
mandation formul6e par celle-C1, ne saurait etre
justjfiee, etant en contradiction avec la Charte
et contraire aux interSts de la paix et de la
s6curite. . .

En aoftt-septembre de l'annee derniere, la
delegation de la Republique socialiste sovi6tique
d'Ukraine a attire l'attention du Conseil de
securite sur la situation' alarmante qui exi8te en
Grece: en e.ffet, l'intervention du Royaume.Uni,
des autorites militaires et des forces armeca
britanniques, dans les aft'aires grecques, en
faveur des elements monarchistes et fasclste.,
a plonge le pays dans la guerre civile et a permit
les pires exces de la part des bandes reactionnaires,
ainsi qu'une persecution inhumaine des minoritea
nationales d'origine macedono-sIave.

La delegation de la Republique socia1i8te
sovietique d'Ukraine a fait observer que cette
agression d'ordre interne, perp6trCe contre 1es
elements democratiques et contre le peuple grec,
qui est amme d'uiJ. esprit democratique, se trans
formerait in6vitablement en une agreI8ion ex..

:& Voir M,#ac.1 tl l'indlplndanc. poUtltJfU ., tl li3tl.
grit; t"ritonal, d, la Gric.: rapport de la Pren:dke
Commi8lion (documcmtJ A/409 et A/409/Corr.l).




