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should be entrusted to a new special committee of the
General Assembly or to an existing body of the
Economic and Social Councii. It would support a pro-
gramme which received the resources necessary for its
success, as well as other measures devised in the course
of the Decade to expand the programme and ensure
the participation of all Member States and the
specialized agencies. In that connexion, he com-
mended the I1.O and UNESCO for their past and prom-
ised contributions. His delegation hoped that the pro-
gramme could be launched on the occasion of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

17. Mr. LUTEM (Secretary of the Committee) drew
attention to the suggestions concerning the draft pro-

gramme by lraq, the Philippines, the Syrian Arab Re-
public, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as contained in
documents A/9094 and Corr.1 and Add.1.

18. Mr. COSTA COUTO (Brazil) suggested that the
Committee should adjourn its meeting and continue the
discussion of the suggested amendements in an infor-
mal working group to be presided over by the Chair-
man.

19. The CHAIRMAN said that, if there was no objec-
tion, he would take it that the Committee endorsed the
Brazilian represent=‘ive’s suggestion,

It was so decided.

The mecting roxe at 14 aom.

1986th meeting

Wednesday, 3 October 1973, at 3.10 p.m.

Chairman: Mr. Yahya MAHMASSANI (Lebanon),

AGENDA ITEM 53

Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination (con-
tinued) (A/9003, chaps. XXIII, sect. A.1 and A.2 and
XXX, sect. B; A/9094 and Corr.1 and Add.1, A/9095,
A/9139, A/9177, A/C.3/L.1995);

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination (continued) (A/9003, chaps. XXIII,
sect. A.1 and XXX, sect. B; A/9094 and Corr.1 and
Add.1, A/9177, A/C.3/L.1995)

GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

I. Mr. KABINGA (Zambia) reiterated the resolute
opposition of the Government and people of Zambia to
racism and racial discrimination in all their forms and
manifestations, whatever the justification and whether
practised by a minority against the majority or vice
versa. That firm and basic principle was embodied in
the Constitution of Zambia which, inter alia, provided
in article 25 that no law should make any provision that
was discriminatory either in itself or in its effezt. The
Constitution also stated that the fundamental rights and
freedoms embodied in it could not be withheld from any
race or ethnic group on adiscriminatory basis, provided
that the members of that racial or ethnic group were
citizens of the country. While aliens did not enjoy the
same constitutional rights as citizens, they did enjoy the
normal status ot aliens generally accepted in progres-
sive international law. In actual practice, great progress
had been made in the course of the preceding decade in
moving Zambhia from a position of institutionalized ra-
cism which had existed during the colonial era to one of
racial harmony under the humanist phiiosophy of the
Zambian Government.

2. In the light of those considerations, his delegation
condemned in the strongest terms the blatant manifes-
tations of racism and racial discrimination that existed
in South Africa and Zimbabwe and the colon’. .ism
practised by Portugal in Angola and Moezambique. Tt
welcomed the defeat of Portugal in Guinea-Bissau and
the Cape Verde Islands, and was sure that the heroic
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people of the new Republic would eradicate the last
vestiges of Portuguese colonialism. As the Minister for
Foreign Aftairs of Zambia had indicated in his state-
ment to the General Assembly (2130th plenary meet-
ing), the massacre of innocent people at Wiriyamu and

«in other parts of Mozambique by the Portuguese forces

had horrified the people and Government of Zambia.
The systematic repression of the African majority in
South Africa by the racist minority aroused similur
indignation. The Carletonville massacre, which would
go down in history as a patent act of racial bigotry,
cruelly drumatized the economic exploitation of which
Africans in South Africa were victims. Racism expres-
sed itself in that country not only in economic terms;
the theorists of upurtheid continued to propagate artifi-
cial political, cultural and social ditferences between
the races and ethnic groups.

3. With regard to Namibia, which continued to be
occupied by South Africa. ke pointed out that the Uni-
ted Nations must fulfil its responsibility to the oppres-
sed people, and deplored the complicity of certain
countries, especially Western countries, which con-
tinued to provide the South African régime with arms
for reasons of ethnic, economic and military interest.
For its part, Zambia would continue to honour its obli-
gations under the Charter, by providing help to the re-
tugees and scholarships to young people and by dis-
seminating information about the cause for the benefit
of the oppressed peoples of southern Africa.

4, The evils of racism and racial discrimination man-
ifested themselves in their crudest form in southern
Africa, but they also existed in other parts of the world,
such as in the ghettos of North Amertca and in some
countries in South America. Europe. Africa and the
Middle Fast, where they assumed various forms. Zam-
bia did sot accept the view that each State should solve
its own racial problems, in the light of its own historical
circumstances. Racism and racial discrimination were
crimes against humanity and as such deserved the at-
tention of the mternational community.
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5. Zambia, which was a party to the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination. welcomed the report of the Sec-
retary-General on the item (A/9094 and Corr.l und
Add. 1), supported the recommendations contaitied in it
and would do everything inits power at the regional and
international levels to secure the achievement of the
stated  objectives.  However.  with  regard  to
paragruph 13 of the draft progremme (A/9094 and
Corr.1, annex 1) it would have preferred 1t if the yeur
1978 had been specifically set as the date for the con-
vening of a world conference on combating racism and
racial discrimination. It felt th.t the importance and
scope of that conference justified the estublishment of 4
sperial committee of the General Assembly. With re-
gard to the adoption of measures at the neional level
Zambi s position hid alrcady beon ~tated it need only
be addad that it had halted the flow of migrant workei s
to South Africa shortly after achieving independence
6. AMiso ESHEL (lsraely renterated [srael s unegu-
nocal opposition to any form of human discrinuna-
tion and more particularly to that based on the abhor-
rent criterion of race. Her nation was particularly sensi-
tive to that form of discrintination since it had suftered
the longest and most cruel history of disenounation and
persecution based on the heinous prejudice of racism.
The inherent dignity and equality of man could not
tolerate the notion of discrimination, whether based v
race or colour, or on any other perverse invention. It
was therefoie with a deep sense of shame and anger that
Istael witnessed the continued yustices which still
affecte. millions of people on the African continent as a
result of policies of racism and discrimination She
wished to place on record her country s solidanity with
the struggle against all forms and manifestations of
racisnt and racial discrimmaation. wherever they mighs
oceur, and its emphatic rejection of all doctimes hased
on the concent of ractad superivity.

7. Durning the Second World War, Germans had per-
petrated, in the name ol racial supenionty . the greatest
mass murder ‘of innocent people. putting to death 6
million of her people. including 2 nullion children.
While the Federal Republic of Germany had recognized
the heuvy responsibility 1t bore for the holocaust, the
German Democratic Republic had totally 1gnored 1ts
historical responsibility and moral obligation

8. konowing the dangerous and corrosive  colisg

quences of ractal discrimination for any society and to
the world a+ o wholeo Istael stroughy suppoited the
decision to lannch the Decade tor Acton to Conibat
Racism and Rucial Discrimination. On the whole. ot
supported the atms and goals of the programme., and
considered thut it should be a continuous and vigorous
one. not merely contined to a period of 10 years. With
regard to the definition of racial discrimination. hey
delegation would have preferied to v ¢ the defintion
which appeared inarticle |, paragraph | of the Interi-
tional Convention, since it felt that it the scape of the
definition was broadened. it could only dilute the wims.
It should be borne i mind that the practices of ractal
discrimination took different forms in ditterent coui
tries and systems. and care should be taken to cnsnge
that the programme for the Decade was pragmatie o
practical.

9. Although Israel recognized the importance of hohd-
ing a world conference. it doubted whether sucha con

ference could contribute substantially to the practical
steps needed at the current stage. The conference
should give adequate publicity to the activities of the
Decade and serve as a summing-up of all the measures
adupted under the programme. Consequently. her de-
legation would have preferred a later date for the world
canference, towards the end or the Decade. Tt also
attached great importance to all educational activities
which. although they were long-term measures. consti-
tuted the only hope of eliminating discrimimation at its
very source.

10 She welcomed the statement made at the 1984th
meeting by the representative of UNESCO, who had
informed the Commuttee of thatagency’s plans toinves-
tigate the roots ot the problem It was to be hoped that.
as aresult of those programmes. a series of audio-visual
kits would be develuped for various age levels. so that
the Member States could adapt them for their specific
needs and situations tor nse in schools and commuunity
centres and by the masy media.

P On the question of co-ordination and review and
appraisal. her delegation did not think that a special
committee vas watranted, smce 1t was necessary o
avowd the danger of duplication and not to strain the
financial resources. The Economic and Social Council.
with the help of the Social Committee, could menage
the programine adequately. Nor did her delegation con-
sider the estabhshment of a special fund to be a realistic
propusdl. siice the saime objectives could be achieved
by uccording high priority to the activities of the De-
cade within existing programmes of United Nations
budics  ~pedtalized agencies. non-governmental or-
ganizations and Governments In that connexion. her
delegaaon siggested that a list of specialists—such as
iesearcheis  film makers writers, educators  amd
soctologists needed to o mnplement the prosramme
should be puepared and presented to Member States
and non-governmental organizations. with the request
thut they designate suitable candidates as their con-
tribution tu the programme at their own expefise,
thereby alicviating the iinancral burden and bringing
about « wideir mvoelhvement m the Decade,

12, My KRISHNAPPA india) said it would have
bean deeply satistying it 1t had been possible o cele-
Brate o the current vear oot onby the twenty -fitth an-
niversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights but ulso the comiplete clinunation of all forms of
vacism and racial discrimination. However, those evils
remained o grave menace. particilaily n South Al ea
and southern Africa. The South African regime per-
sisted inits racist policy and had intensified repression
and torture n a desperate etfort to consolidate its rule.
despite the strong resistance to apartheid and the pro
nouncements of the international community. For its
part India had consistently supported the General As-
sembly Security Council resolutions recognizing the
gravity of the sttuation prevailing in South Africa and
the legitimacy of the struggle of the appressed Atrican
peuples for their hberation and for their human and
political nights. India had always been in the vanguard
of the struggle against all forms of racism and racial
Jdiscrimination; as early as 1946 1t had raised that ques-
ton m the United Nations. Moreover, Mahatma Gan-
dhi had been the first to chanmpion the cause of the
oppressed peoples of South Africa at the beginning of
the. centuy
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13. Referring to the draft programme for the Decude
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina-
tion (A/9094 and Corr.l, annex 1}, which was to be
launched on 10 December 1973, he noted that the goals
and objectives of the Decade had been enunciated very
clearly: it was important that the measures decided
upon should be fully and effectively implemented.
Moreover, the competent organs of the United Nations
must co-ordinate their efforts, ina manner which would
avoid any duplication, in vrder to mobilize world opin
ion for the elimination of racial discrimination.

14, India trusted that the important recomme ndation
in the draft programme concerning a campaign to on
lighten and involve world public opinion in the striggle
against racism and racigl discrimination. emphastzing
the education of youth in the spirit of human ryzhts and
fundamental freedoms and in the dignity and worth of
the human person (ibid. . para. 9. would meet with the
whole-hearted support of the Committee and  ail
Member States. Furthermore, in view of the obviou-
need to update and develop the eaisting studies and
reseirch in the field of up.irtheid and racial discrinina
tion, his delegation supported the recommendation re-
garding pilot studies in the economic, political. social
and cultural fields to detect manifestations ot racism
and racial discrimination as early as possible and adopt
preventive measures (hid. . para. 15, [talso sunparted
the idea of enlisting the co-operation of international
scientific organizations to analy se and study . dtring the
Decade, all aspects of racial discrimunation within their
competence. It would also be uppropriate to study the
role which could be played by the Office of Public
Information and by the Councd Comnuttee on Non-
Governmental Organizations: those bodies could play
vital role in the programme.

(5. India had always been active i the stiugple
against upartheid . 1t had already responded 1o the ap-

peal contained in the diaft programme lor the dental of

any king of support to Governments or régimes practis
ing racial discrimination (thid. , para. 12). India had not
hesitated to sacrifice its growing trade wi*h South Af-
rica for the sake of the cause of human dignity and
freedom. It had also provided assistance to the United
Nations Educational and Training Programme for
Southern Africa and the United Nations Trust Fund for
South Africa. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that
the Committee would recommend the adoption of the
draft programme for the Decuade for Action to Combat
racism and Racial Discrimination by consensts.,

6. Mr. [LOY (Congo) said that it was not possible to
consider manifestations of racial discrimination and
aupartheid without thinking of Africa. In 1ts colonial
policy in Angola. Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau,
Portugal flouted Article 73 of the Charter. The Por-
tuguese régime continued to ignore its nternational
obligations and to reduce the peoples under its ad-
ministration to servitude. The repression of the politi-
cal aspirations of those peoples had reached such a
potit of cruelty that peaceable and unarmed populi-
tions were being Killed and whole villages were being
razed. The statements by the representatives of the
liberation movements and other petitioners in the Spe-
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples bore
witness to the atrocities committed by the Portuguese
authorities in Mozambique. Nevertheless, despite the

destruction of their culture. property andyvery hives the
peoples of the Territories under Portuguese administrd
tion would triumph. His delegation hailed the indepen:
dent State of Guinea-Bissau on the occasion of the
proclamation of its independence. and announced that
the Government of the Congo had ancady recogmezed
that State

17 Lhe pohicy ot dpartherd practised by the Pretotia
authonties was vtdoubtedly the niost craminal form ot
ot ompt tor the human person amd hunan rights. The
expon of that policy s apphcation m Namibila and its
manife “ons i Zumbabw e demonstiated the threat it
presentes to padce aund securtty i southern Africa

I8 Howe er thoseresponsible tor destroving human
life and sabe g huica nghts and lundamentad tree
doniswere th ixgor swestern European Powers.which
wele piving su. stantial assstance to the racst colarial
regimes and b othen comphats with Portugal. South
Alcaand lan S th tlonting mtermational instruments
amd frastatimg proveecs ob the € haries o the
Unsted Notione

190 Hin dodegation ceattivmicd 1ts support for the
legitinude stitiggle © e wagod by the hberaton
movements  which it would v ontinue to provide with
moral and matertd assintanice Moreoser athad alwavs
mamtained that the represcniatives of the iberation
movenents were the coly authentic represcntatives of
the peoples tor whom they were tighting.

200 Wiath regard to the doatt programme for the e
cade for Action to Combat Racsm and Ractal Pis
crinun-ton. hwe telt that the suportance of 1information
dutnig the Decade <hould be Ciaphastzad . onternational
semiis -honthd be beedd tog the putpose of promoting
heman rights aed tundaaneotal treedones, identitying
the regtons it whech sucbongtas were ull Beng violated
aid the countries that continued to ot~ traet, diectly or
mduedtls the appbication of mstiusicnts relating 1o
human righisand tiodamental teeedoms  and deternim
ing spectfic action o be takenad mcans ot securing the
universal application of Untad Nattons resolutions on
tackal discrimmation apecheid and decolonization,
Such ~enunars should also caphasize the importance of
accession w o ratification of - and also implementation
of. human rights instruments His delegation also sup-
ported the idea of organizmg o world conterence on
combating tacismand racial discrimination and expres
sed the wish that that conterence should be held no Lates
than 1978 With regard to the spocial committee For
co-urdin-himg the programines ad evaluating activities
under the Deca e it would be practical and appropriate
for that ;gan to be divectly subsidiary to the General
Assembly as well as hemng established by it

20 Miss MENESES (Venezuetat observed that. both
at the regronal and mternational lesels. Venezuela had
been ¢ cansistent detender of prinaples upholding the
digatty and cguadity of all human bemgs. and 1 that
spirit tad given the Tinnest support to the measures
proposed with o view to combat any torme of 1acal
discrimination  There had beenr no discrunmation
based onses. creed or soctal status 1 Venc zacha, stice
1t had been declated o tree and mdependent State m
IRIO From that date ona provision strieths proheliring
any hind of discrianation bad awavs been mcluded in
all its Constitntiots Furthermore. titles of noladiny and
hereditary distinction were not recopuzed. Falure to
respedt the nedre cloatnghts recogmyzed 1 the Constitu
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tion was considered a violation of the Constitution and
was regarded as a public offence.

22, From the outset her delegation had supported the
idea of a Decade for Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination, and had voted for General As-
sembly resolution 2919 (XXVI11). The draft programme
for the Decade was similarin format to the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade, consisting of a preamble. a sec
tion on goals and objectives und a section on policy
measures. The draft programme took account of the
United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of” All
Forms of Racial Diserimination, the lInternational
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination and the Decluration on Principles ol In-
ternational Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-
operation among States in accordance wit' the Charter
of the United Nations. The draft programi 1 - contained
a fairly well-balanced and commendable set of provi-
sions, and her delegation wished to congratulate its
authors. particularly the delegations of Egypt. Ghana
and Pakistan. However, it was regrettable that more
time and thought had not been given to its formulation,
as in the case of the International Development
Strategy. The sections relating to education, training
and information claimed particular attention and in-
terest on the part of her delegation. In that connexion. it
shared the view of the representative of Peru (1980th
meeting) that the Office of Public Information and other
offices should print their publications in other lan-
guages. especially Spanish.

23 With regard to the agreements arrived at in the
working group, her delegation wished to state, tirstly,
that it would have liked the draft programme to contain
a definftion of racism and ractal discrimination, possi-
bly drawn from article 1. paragraph 1. of the Interna
tional Convention. Since that did not appear to have
been the general view, her delegation would be very
glad if the wording of those paragraphs of the draft
which referred to racism and raciad discrimination
—namely paragraphs 8. 10 and 12 (a)-—could at least be
made uniform.

24, Her delegation reaffirmed its support for the pro-
posal to hold a world conference as a major feature of
the Decade. In view of the consensus reached in that
regard. it nught be unnecessary o retain paragraph
18 iy, With respect o the organ for co-ordination and
review and appraisal, her delegat.on believed that the
establishment of a committee was justified in the cur-
rent instance, although 1t was opposed to the unneces-
sary creation of bodies. It did not believe that the estab-
lishment of such a committee would infringe on the
Economic and Social Council’s competence under the
Charter. and in any event a formula could be found to
surmount that difficulty. The risk of entrusting the new
task of supervising the Decade to the Council. which
already had a large number of activities to deal with,
should be avoided. As for the Commission on Human
Rights, experience had amply demonstrated how little
time it had each yeur to complete its heavy programme
of work. There was theiefore an obvious need to estab-
lishanew organ, and Venezuelia had no objections toits
being a subsidiary body of the Council.

25, Mrs. BERTRAND DE BROMLEY (Honduras)
said that, in her view, it was most appropriate to dedi-
cate a decade to the struggle against racism and racial

discrimination since the intensive approach to the sub-
ject which it would entail might eliminate the evils of
racism and racial discrimination. Happily, there was no
racial discrimination in Honduras, either in legislation
orin practice. The population was composed of a mixed
race which was proud of its Spanish, Indian and African
origin. However. Honduras was aware of the terrible
problems caused by racial discrimination in the world.
and it had always voted for United Nations decisions
and resvlutions condemning racism. It had also stated
on many occastons that it considered apartheid the
most odious form of racial discrimination and that it
deplored the failure of some States to comply with the
relevant United Nations resolutions.

26. Her delegation welcomed the participation of
non-goverumentdal organtzations n the programme tor
the Decade. smce it telt that it would be helptul in
disseminating intformation on the objectives of the De-
cade at the mtermitional level, It also supported the
convening of w watld conference on combating racisim
and ractal diserunmation in ordet to sustan interna-
tional interest m that vital problem Jduring the entire
Decade. With regard to the estabhshiment of a speciul
committee (o co-ordinate programmes and evaluate ac:
tivities during the Decade, her delegation would preter
that function to be assigned to the Econumic and Social
Council. in view of the latter’s experience and the costs
involved in estat.lishing a new committee. Tt siupported
the p avisions of the draft programme relating to educa-
tion and training and the suggestion that the subject of
humadn rights should be mdluded in curricula.

27 In conclusion she stressed that the views of her
delegation were not intlexible What was most impot

tant was to obtain the greatest possible majority when
adopting the draft programme for the Decade. and to
that end her delegationwas prepared to nicel the wishes
of other delegatins within the limits which she had
indicated

28, M. ISERING ¢Bhutan) said that the question of
racism and racial discrimmation had been a matter of
concern to his Government in view ot the fuct that such
practices contmued to exist 1n some parts of ~.a angd
particularly in Africa. It was appalling that some coun-
tries continued to practise such internationally con-
demnad policies as then national policy with the help ol
a few coonomicall dvanced countries 1o Bhutan
every human being was granted equal opportunities and
dignity without discrimination of any kind His delega-
tion had supported General Assembly resolution 2784
(XXVI] and accordingly welcomed the draft pro-
gramme for the Decade for Action to Combuat Racism
and Racial Discrimination. Bhutan hud no intention of
encouraging the racist regimes and condemned all
régimes which continued o practise racism and racial
discrimination In order to realtirm that policy, Bhutan
had recently signed the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
which it would ratify in due course. It also trusted that
more countries would sign the Convention and take the
necessary action to ratify it.

29, He felt that the establishment of a special commit-
tee tor the Decade could be regarded as an ideal solu-
tion. However, if that proposal was not feasible, con-
sideration might be given (o the possibility of using
existing organs and committees in the field of human
rights. His delegation wouid support the draft Conven-
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tion on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid (A]9095, annex), since it was prepared to
co-operate with the Committee in combating all prac-
tices of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid,
which unfortunately still existed in many parts of the
world. Every possible effort would have to be made at
the international level to eradicate those evils so that
every human being might live in dignity , equality and
justice.

30 Mt MOUSSA (Feypty siaad that the progranitic
tor the Decade (A/9094 and Corr. |, annex 1y had been
conceived because, in spite of the many efforts made by
the United Nations, the specialized sgencies
intergovernmental organizations and many individual
States. racial discrimination not only continded to exist
but was even proliferating thiotghout the world. Apusr
Ji- 1d had once been practised as an ool policy
South Afiica only, but it had alse become the official
policy in Southern” Rhodestt Zionism had tormeiy
been practised in part of Palestine onlyv . and today 1t
was practised throughout Palestine and the vccupied
Arab territortes. Colonialism continued to cxist in
many parts uf Africa where the indigenous populations
were denied all rights and national identity and were
treated as second-class citizens in thetr own countries

31 The Umted Nations had achieved soitie positive
res lts, particularly as regards promoting a better un-
derstanding of the tallacy of racist dogmias and prac-
tices, although much difficult work remamed to be
done. It should continue the struggle against racism and
racial discrimination, and that was the objective of the
programme which the Committee had before it Its
goals were clear, and one of them was to wlentfy.
isolate und dispel the tallacrous and mythical beliets.
policies and practices that contribute to racism and
racial discrimination™ (bid . para &) That was the
purpose of the action to be tuken at the nutionad and
international levels and within the Ulnitea Naltons sy s
tem.

32 Moreover. in no less than thiee paiartaphs and
subparagraphs  the  programme  stated  that  racist
regimes should be denied any support or assistutice that
could enable them to perpetuate their policies and prac-
tices. That point was an important one. since it was
assistance to the racist régimes which led to the crea
tion of vther racist regimes despite all the efforts of the
United Nations  Any appeal for so cdiled generosim
could ultimately lead o the strengthemmg of any 1acist
rephoc und was tselt a policy of rucism. Certan nnst-
akes i that regard had been vommitted tn the past md
he wished to urge ull States to withhold iy kind of
assistance which. etther directly or inditectly. mught

lead to the continuance, strengthening ur expansion of

racism. In that regard. what the representative of Israel
had done was to launch a campuign ot blackmal
order to collect funds 1n the name of human rights.

13, The draft programme called tor the estabhishinent
of an international tund tbid. . para. 173 Some mem
bers of the Committee had urgued against the prolifera
tron of such funds. noting that the United Nutions al-
ready operated three funds established to assist the
victums ol colondism . racial discrumination and cgrar /
heid . The first was the Untted Nations Fducational
and Training Programme for Southern Atrica which
had been established in 1967 (General Assem* 'y resolu-
tion 2349 ( XXI1ID) for the puipose of cons L1 qng and

integrating existing programmes for Namibia, the Ter-
ritories under Portuguese administration and South Af-
rica and now also covered Southern Rhodesia. Its pur-
puse was to piovide education and training to as many
persons as possible from those countries and Ter-
ritories so as to enable them ultimately to play drespon
sthle role in thewr countries. However, those persons
were only permitted to work under conditions of rackal
discrimination in their own lands . The second tund was
the Untted Nations Trust Fund for South Africa, estab-
lished in 1965 (General Assembly resolution 2054 B
(XX, which provided legal assistance, relief and aid
tor the training of persons persecuted under the dis-
craninatory laws of South Africa and made grants to
voluntary organizations. The third fund was the United
Nations Fund for Nammibna, established in 1970 (General
Assembly resolution 2679 (XX V) to finance educa
fonial and toaining progearames for Namibians. | ke the
other funds 1t was tinaneed by voluntary contributions.
but in 1972 $100,000 had been allocated to ot from the
regalar budget of the United Nations.

34, Those ftunds had been este®lished tor spectic
areas and principally for the purpose of providing reliet,
training and assistance within them: however, the pro-
posed fund would have to deal with racism and racial
discrinination throughov the world, provide assis
tan ¢ Lo all those whe weve victins of ractal diseriminag-
tion, finance some activities which would take place
durmg the Decade and. w genetal, help the peoples
shich were strugeimg to climmate racism and upurr-
hoad Tt was theretorc differeat from the existing tunds.
Should it prove necessary and feasible at a later stage to
dintalgibiatte ~ome of all of the ¢xisting progrannnes and
funds e o single fund. there should be no hesttation
about dottig so o the light of e oxpertence of the tirst
two ul thiee yewrs of the Decate

54 broad wd mmportant progtanmnie lihe the De
cade wotld require an organ. conanittee or body te
supervise s work, tollow s development and co-
ordmate its activities. His delegation was open to sug
gestions in thut regard but w ishied to make it clear that it
was not prepared to go along with any attempt to make
the task amibiguous ot toreter it to antother body with an
dlready heavy work programme. It would prefer to see
the co ordinating activities entrusted to a special com-
itz whether under the aegis of the General Assem
bly or of the Fconomic and Socidl Councl [nany case,
the guestion shovld appear annually on the agenda of
the Committee throughout the Drecade so that it would
rematn vnder the ditect supervision ot the General A
sembly  In conclusion, he appealed to all representua
tves tu approve mtaniniously the programme for the
[v’t’\.ddc

i Mro EVORA 1Portugal) retcrmnmg o the Decude
tor Acton to Combat Racism and Ructad Discnmina-
tion said he assumed that the terms “racism™ and
Uractdl disenmination’ referied to the moral, soctal
ceonumic and religious aspects of lite and not exclu-
sively to the political aspects. History oltered many
examples of domination  explontation. o operation
and the final fusion of ditferent communities . tribes and
peaples whinch today lived inharmony and withottt sern
vtis problems It was right to combat racisim and racial
discrmunation by acceptable means, but to attempt to
butld closed societies in order to combut racism was
something diffceent and even inconsistent, since a
closed wactety led soaner of fater toanew racism. What



must be achieved was a union of races 1n which all
wouid enjoy freedom and security, as, forexample, was
the case in Brazil, Cape Verde, Angola, Mozambique
and Portuguese Guinea.

37.  After quoting the definition of the term “‘racial
discrimination” contained in article 1, paragraph [, of
the International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination, he asserted that a
number of remarks directed against his country in the
Committee were completely unfounded. Furthermore,
he did not understand why some representatives linked
racism and racial discrimination with the Portuguese
system of government. Political systems, of them-
selves, did not necessarily lead to racism or racial dis-
crimination; ratber. it was the manner in which a politi-
cal system was applied that determined the happiness
or unhappiness, the prosperity or poverty of the varous
races and peoples living under it. In that connexion.
some points of the draft programme for the Decade
would not only fail to eliminate racial discrimination
but, on the contrary, would strengthen it.

38. His country had been trying through the centuries
to establish, in its several provinces in Afrca. Asia and
Europe. a society characterized by co-operation and
the mingling of all races and based vn the principle of
mutual respect—a fact that had been attested to by
politicians. Journalists and well-known personalities. it
was g paradox that a country like Portugal. the imtiator
of a multiracial system. stood accused of racial dis-
crimination. It was determined to co-operate in the
Third Compiittee in the task of eliminating the ugust

1ces of ractal discrimination and sincerely hoped that.
by the end of the Decade, its efforts would be rewarded

39.  Much had been done in the Portuguese provinces
to reduce the social and economic gaps separating the
different levels of the population, and everything posst
ble was still being done to promote the well-being of the
Portuguese people. whatever their ongins Some del-
egations had 1cferred to the so-called masseures
Mozambique. His Government firmly refuted such ac-
cusations and wished to make 1t quite clear that those
rumours had been originated for propuaganda purposes
by people linked to subversive movements. It regret
ted, however, that hundreds of innocent villagers had
been victims of the mines and other weapons used in
districts of Mozambique by elements coming from out-
side the Territory’s borders.

40.  Although his country was willing to co-operate
any constructive proposals aimed at putting an end to
racial discrimination in the world, his delegation had
reservations concerning some points of the programme
which would be considered, if necessary, at the proper
time.

41. Mr. EL-FATTAL (Syrian Arab Republic) said
that his country was irrevocably committed to the peo-
ples’ struggle against racism and racial discrimination.
Its enmity towards racism and the notion of racial
superiority was deeply rooted in the universal and
humanist traditions of Arab civilization, which was
based on the common culture, language. historv and
aspirations of the Arab peoples, values which were
neither exclusivist nor exclusionist, since their validity
depended on the positive contributions that they mude
to the advancement of humanity. The injustices sull
plaguing Arab society were due to underdevelopment.

1986th meeting—3 Gcetober 1973 47

foreign occupation and aggression, and the legacy of
the feudal and coloniul period.

42.  His country viewed the Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination as an or-
gantzed effort by the international community to iassist
the armed strugele of the national iberation movements
against colonialisne It was essential to suppuort that
struggle und not to divert it from its pouls. one must not
be deceived by the diversionary tacttes that were em-
ployved even within the Third Comnnttee. His country
gave priority to decolonization because it believed that
apartheid, zionism and colomal occupation were mher-
ently racist As long as colonialism existed. racism and
racial discrinnnation wouald also exist. 1t was unreahstic
to ask Portugal not to discrin:inate against the people it
dominated. since the mere occupation of African lands
was an expressen of ractal supremacy, - Netther could
Israel be usked to stop disermnating against the Arabs,
since Zwnsni, ithe aparthierd, was inherently racist. It
was a mistihe o e ledt the roots of the ovill attacking
only its outward santfestations

43, The Fourth Conference of Heads ot State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries  held at Algrers
in September 1973 had fixed the prorities tor the
struggle agamst racisme Lo its general dectaration it had
emphasized that the primary concern ot the non-uligned
countries was teremove the yohe of coionialisa and to
eradicate aparthowd. sonism and all other maitesta-
tions  of  oppressien and  racial  discrimietion.
Moreover. it had stressed that the armed struggle 5oas
the only means of putting an end to loreign dominate
and ractsin The programime of action for the Decade
should take mte consideration those aims and objec-
trves proclamed My othat Conterence, sinee the coun-
tries in guestion repiesented hall the population of the
earth.

44, The St siar Repubiie recognicad the newly
created Republie of Gumea-Bissau and would Jdo its
datmost Lo support that country s struggle until total
victory wees achieved 1t would spare no effort, both
inside aned vutside the United Nations, to ensute the
consolidation of the new State and constdered that the
programme of action for the Decade should alsa assis?
in fulfilling the aspuations of the people of Guinea-
Bissau The programme of action should also iclude
substantive provistans for the liberation of Mozambi-
que and Angola. In additton. the situation in South
Africa and Southern Rhodesita should be fuced with
more resolve and reslism. Sooner o later. sanctions
would have to be directed against the purvevors of
assistance and arms to those two white racist regimes.

45, At the same time. the Decade shiould devote spe-
clal attention to the raast ideologies and practices of
the Israeli volonial regime. The Syrian Arab Republic,
as it had stated i its comments contained in document
A/9094 and Corr . considered that in the field of
studies and researchit was necessary to examine all the
nefarious eftects of the settler colonialism practised by
Israel or other regimes. In the case of the Arab ter-
ritories occupted by Israel, his delegation demunded
that studies should be made of the policy of settler
colomalism that was pursued there in order to establish
the role of Zionist racism in the colonization process in
the Middie Fast and determine the responsibility of
Israel tarits crimes. Morcover, the Decade should pro-
vide for concrete measures agamnst Israeli colonial and
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racist polictes both in Palestine and in the occupied
Arab territories. The Conference of Non-Aligned
Countries had welcomed the decision of those States
which had severed relations with Israel, and it had
called upon the non aligned countries that had not yet
done »o to sever their diplomatic. economic, military
and cultural ties with Israel m accordance with
Chapter VII of the Charter.

46.  Onedelegation had seen tit to raise the question ot
compensution to be paid to the Israeli coloniahst and
racist regime. The Syrian Arab Republic deplored the
fact that the question had been raised in the wrong
context and for the wrong reasons. The correst proce-
dure would be for the colonialist tegimes to pay com-
pensation to the victims of colonialism, apartheid and
zionism. 1t would therefore be opportune to set up.
under the programme for the Decade, a small body of
experts to deal with the payiment of compensation to
those peoples which for yvears had suffercd tromn cole
nial exploitation,

47, Mi. GAHUNGU (Burtundi said that racesm had
existed Trom time immemoriad and that sice its tound
mg the United Nations had consistently opposed the
despicable practices of racial discrimination. barbaric
colonization and apartheid—practices which had no
place in the modern era of advanced technology and
planetary discoveries. His delegation, loyal to the prin-
ciples of equality, independence and self-determination
as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Proclamation of Teheran and other instru-
ments in favour of peace, supported all the proposals
made by other delegations for the purpose of t1idding the
world of any kind of discrimination. For the same
reason, it condemncd those Powers and organtzations
that muintained regular relations with the racist regimes
and supplied them with material assistance in wiping
out innocent people in their own countries. and it called
for the mplementation of Security Council 1esolution
253 (1968) concerning ecenomic sanctions against the
racist Salisbury regime. Furthermore. his delegation
urged the homediate implementation of General As-
sembly resolugons 15 (XV) and 2621 XXV and
Sceurity Counal resolution 322 (1972)0 which were
reaffirmed in the Declaration on the Terrttories umder
Portuguese domimation adopted by the twenty-{irst
urdinary session of the Council of Mmisters of the 0y
ganization of Aftican Unity i May 1973,

48.  His delegation firmly supported General Assem
bly resolutions 2784 (XX V1) and 2919 (XX VI institut-
ing the Decade, and it supported the convening of u
world conference on combating racism and racial dis-
crimination. On the other hand, it considered that the
co-ordination and review and appraisal of the pro-
gramme for the Decade should be entrusted to the
Economic and Social Council. or sub-committee ap
pointed by its President, in order to avoid the dupliva-
tion of activities and expenditure which would result
from the establishment of a special commitiee.

49, Furthermore., his  delegation  endoised  the
Jamaican proposal (1982nd meeting) that Member
States should unite therr political and fimancial efforts
with a view to affording military and moral support to
the peoples which were waging war. At the same umie,
it would be appropriate to launch an information and
training campaign in order to direct world wile atten
tion to the sufferings of the oppressed pe ..o

SO0 Fvery day brought turther proot of the degree to
which the United Nations was at the merey of the five
Member States which had the power to veto decisions
in the Security Council. In oider to prevent the con-
tinued obstruction of decistons aimed at achieving
peace and the emancipation of peoples. that power
should be accorded 1o a Larger number of Members.
There was also ¢ need to amend the Charter so as to
take account of current realities and the development of
the international situation

51, In conclusion, he paid o tnbute ta the valiant
peopie of Guinea-Bissau for the relentless strugple it
hud carried on to achieve its independence. proclaimed
uti 24 September 1973, The Governmen* of Burundi
had already recognized the new State [t was an mspira
tion to uther peoples to struggle for peace, and showed
the extent to whis b the difticult task being carried out
the Thod Committee and in the United Nattons as a
whole was benefiting and promotig the honour . dig-
ity and fellowshp of peoples

200 Mres  ESHET dbstachy, speakmg in exercise of the
tight of reply, sind that the problent of thie buman rights
of Arabs in the administered territories would be fully
examitned by the Special Political Committee. She felt
abliged, however, to reply to the utterly False accusa-
tons e elled at her country at the current nieeting by
the representatives of Egypt and the Syrian Arab
Republic.

ST The situation prevading between lsrael and the
Arub population in the admimstered territories was a
direct outcome of the consistent refusal of the Arab
States to fulfit then obligations under the Charter and to
work tor a peacetul solutiuir ot a purely political prob
lem. [t was o political problem and had nothing to do
with human vights. The Tsraell Minister tor Foreign
Affaits had said at the 2139th plenary meeting of the
General Assembly .

“Lhe plan tact 1s chat the present Aiab leadership
is tot satisfred voath the verdict of history which has
led to the constitution of 18 Arab States in an area of
11 muliton square kilometres with a population of 100
million. Arab leadership seems to be in an excited
imperialist mood. It dem:ands the elinunation of Is-
rael. a4 non- Arab nation. older i its roots within the
Middle E - than any other But Istael 16 o
Jewish und not an Avab entity - Therefore there are
Aratr leaders who cannol sustasin 1y sovereign pres-
cnee.

Not was ztotism the heions creation depicted by the
Arab delegates, but the legitimate liberation mosement
of the Jewish people.

54 I Israel were the hiell that some Arab Govern-
inents represented (L ta be hundreds of thousands of
Arabs would not go there to visit thetr tanitlies or ask to
be reunited with them. Peacelul coexistence with the
Arab population of the territories adminitered by Is-
racl was a fuct which the Governments of Fgyptand the
Svrian Arab Republic found unpleasant to face

S5 Inconclusion. she expressed her conviction that
pracetul coexistence between the Arab and Jewish
peaples in the Middle Fast would come about by the
will ol those peoples, which would prove stronger than
the palicies of the Arab Governments.

S0 Mr. BAROODY (Saudi Arabiar. exercising the
tight of reply . satd that the representative of Israel had
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no right to claim reparations, since the Zionists from
Central and Eastern Europe had confiscated Palestine
and expelled the Palestinians from their country, thus
giving rise to the whole Middle East conflict. Zionism
was a colonialist movement which had begun in Central
Furope and had been embraced only by the Ash-
kenazim in a non-Semitic people who had become con:
verted to Judaism in the eighth century A.D., and not
by the Sephurdim. who were Semites. Arabs and
Sephardim had lived together in peace for centuries in
the Middle Fast. In that connexion, he recalled the
pressure brought to bear on the United Kingdom during
the 19404 by the Zionists in the United States. and
quoted documents of that peiiod. The United Kingdom
had contributed to the creation of the Middle Fast prob-
lem by yielding to Jewish pressure amd creating the
State of Israel in Palestine. The Ashkenazim intertered
in the affairs of all peoples. One day the world would
grow weary of the Jewish problem. They were tiving to
put pressure on the Soviet Union to allow The Soviet
Jews to emigrate to the Middle Fuast. The Arvabs con-
sidered that to be an unfriendly action.

S7. Mr. BAL (Mauritania), exercising the right of
reply, read the message from the President of the Gen-
eval Assembly to the Heads of State or Government,
annexed to General Assembly resolution 2784 (XX V1),
and referring to the unholy alliance between South Af-
rica, Porwugal and Southern Rhodesin to suppress the
struggle of the peoples of that region and sileace the
protests throughout Africa against racism, apartheid.,
economic exploitation and colonial domination. He
also quoted paragraphs from the report ol the Commit

tee on the Flimination of Racial Discrimination to the
twenty-seventh session of the General Assembly
which said that the existence of a state of what virtually
amounted to martial luw in the Territory of Angola and
parts of Mozambique represented a denial of the right to
Justice and fair treatment. especially to the majority of
the African population: that the waging of war by the
Portuguese administration against the inhabitants of the
three African Territories severely violated the right of
the African population to security of personand prodtec-
tion against violenve and bodily harm: and that political
rights were greatty restricted since onby afractionof the
indigenous population enjoved the franchise while Al

rican participation in the Government and administru-
tion of the African Terrtornes wis nominal. Many other
tests could be quoted in that connexion. and the tep

resentative  of Portugal  should have shown  the
minimum consideration for the members of the Com-
mittee by keeping silent

S8 Mr. EL-FATTAL (Svrian Arab Republic). exer-
cising the right of reply . said that the only ust rper in the
Middle East area was Israel, which had ususped Pales
tine, and it was no coincidence that the statements that
contained most propaganda were those of the represen-
tatives of Israel and Portagal. since Portugal dominated
Territories vasthy Iarger than s own, with millions of
inhabitants. apd Istael had deprived the T onalhon
habitants of Palestine ol their tieedom  He gquoted
Theador Herzlo the founder of the Tewish State s
having said that the poorest wepment o the Palestonan
population should be translerred ouisude the tronticrs
of the Jewish State and found occupation i other coun
tries. He also quoted o stitement made by the € hiet of
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the Israeli Geperal Staff on 16 February 1973, to the
effect that there should be a minimum of refugees on the
West Bank, and that the final solution would be for the
Palestinians not to return. Finally, he referred to
Mr. Dayan's statement that the Arabs might be right,
but that no State could be created without hurting
somebody. Israel was a racist and colonialist State,
despite the statements to the contrary by the represen-
tative of Israel, and he could continue quoting many
documents to prove it.

56, Mr. 1LOY (Congoy, speaking in exercise of the
right of reply, said that after hearing the misleading
statements of the representative of Portugal, his delega-
tion considered that the union of races and their hay-
montous development wias i dream which Portugal
evoked in order to conceal the atrocities and genocide
committed against the innocent people under its domin-
ation. The representative of Portugal had argued. on
the one hand, that political systems did not necessarily
lead to racial discrimination, and, on the other hand,
that the dvnamic application of a political system was
what produced prosperity or poverty ira given sociely.
[n the fuce of such a contradiction, his delegation felt
that Portugal would never be able to deceive world
opimion or refute the mass of evidence against it. Por-
tugal had the heavv responsibility of answering the
charges brought agamnst it by the peoples of Angola.
Mozambique and Guinea-RBissau. until such time as
those peoples at last achieved self-determmation. Port-
ugal should know o and it was well to recall it that
despite its barbaric repression, the peoples of the Afn

can Territories still under its shamelul administration
would altimately emerge victorious.

60 Mr KABINGA (Zambia), exercising the right of
reply, said that Portugal had tried to draw a distinction
between human rights and politics, which was i serious
matter. not because Portugal adopted such a position
but because many delegations had attempted to do so
for years. He wondered what Portugal meant by human
rights with reference to colonies where fundamental
rights were flouted or trampled under foot. The rep-
resentative of Portigal had said that racism was alicp to
his country. hut experience had shown that there ex-
isted three basic divisiors in the Territories under Por-
‘uguese administration —the settlers. a small assimy-
lated group representing from 1 to 3 per cent of the
population, and the African peoples—and those divi
sions arose not from caltural bat from recial difter
ences. He noted with surprise that Portng d regarded
Brazil as an example of population groups fiving in
harmony. and wondered what the representative o
Brazil thought about that view Portagal’s denial of the
massactes was not even worth mentioning, since so
many offierl United Natons document s and impa il
witnesses had conlirmed them

61, The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had
Almost conchuded the general debate on ttem 53 (4 ol
the agendin to which it had devoted nime meetings
dthongh only eight heed becr alfocted to the consed
vranon of the question. There had been o general cone
sensus on the impottance of the Pecade for Achon 1o
Combat Ractsm and Rac ol Driscnmimatien e o tarthes
Urited Nattons activity tor the ehnmgion of G0 ey
tiges ol racial discrimination, polictes of rucial segrega
von and peodioid The representans es v had
poaticipated o the gencrad debate had e eenerad oy
prossed thew sopport bon the dedt programme contan-
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