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Pu.ntaMt to rUle r8 ciftbe rules ofproce<fure. it wzas
decided not to disouss the reports oNheSeoond Com­
mittee and of the FJfflJ Comml.ffee.

1. The PRESIDENT: I will now ask Miss Sellers of
Canada, the Rapporteur of t.heSecond Committe£l. to
present, in one intervention{the reports of that Com­
mittee on the age~da. items whi<lh we are taking up.

2. Miss SELLERS (Canada), Rappol'teuroftheSecond
Committee: I shsll be exoeedingly bl'1ef, It would take
a. far better mind tlwl"mine to do justloe to the nine­
teen dJ\aft resolutions, whioh are presented tl,) the
plenary meeting of the General Assembly in the report
[A/5344] nGYV. before representatives. whioh report
represents the outoome ofmor~tb,aneightYmeetmgs of
the Second Committee at the seventeenth session of the
Assembly. 1 sllall only say this. The nineteen draft
resolutions here recommended for adoptionr~present

the Second Committee's views on the priority areas in
whiohthe United Nations can advance the' economic
development of its Member Sta~es: technical, pre­
investment and oapital assistanoe to developing coun­
tries:the training of skiP<>.d manpower and the equally
necessary infrastructureof sound eduoational develop­
mentt land reform measures to offset fluctuations in
prim!lry commodity prioes: economic developmentand
the, conservation of nature: inflation and economic
development: population growth and economic Ij:evelop­
ment; the adaptation of United Nattona adminis.t~tive

framework to meet the increasing demands imposed
on the Organization'in the pursuit of economic develop­
D,le~t. All these are represented in the four reports now
before the Assembly•

3.. Ten of the nineteen draft resolutions recommended
for adoption were approved unanimously in the Oom­
lnittee, but one was-if 1 may adOpt tl\e phrase-more
unanimous than .the others. The deolaration on the
conversion of theresoul'Ces released by disarmament
to peaceful needs was not only,approved unanimously
by, the Seoond Committee. without a v:ote; its passage
was greeted by a spontaneous burst of applause.

4. The nineteen. draft resolutions reoOmmend~bythe
Second Oommittee for adoption by the "Assembly
r~present, tne ,Conunittee's attempt to fUlfil it$ share
of the obliga~ions Imposed on the, tJ,nited tJa~ions. by
Article 1)5 of the Charter. , ' " '. '." "';;'" - .,

5. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take up
agend~ items 12. 34, 35 Ul) to C!). 37 and 84. The
Seqond. Committee hasrecommeIided tbirteen odraft
resolutions .on -these, items_ which .are, contained 'in
the,conunittee's, report [A/5344j., We SllaU vote
suocessiyely on ea~h' item, taking 'fil'st draft :re!='olu-
tion,I.·' . . . "

Drntt re,sQllltion 1 was adopted by 18 votes to none,
with,~ abstentions.

Droit resolution 11was adopted unanimously.
DtWt (6soJutiOI1 111 WaS aclopte<l by 80 votes to 1.
Dt'E'Jt resolution IV was unanimously adopted.
Droit resolution V was unM1'JlI9usly adopted. ,

.6. The PRESIDENT: 1 would remind Members that
draft resolution VI on agenda item 39 was adopted by
the GeneJ.'al Assembly on 14 Deoember, at its 1194th
meeting.

Droit "resolution V11lVasa{f()p~d bygtl votes to nOt2e.
wJth !Jabstentions.

7. The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly wUl now
vote on draft reFJolution VIn. Separate votes have been
requested on operative paragraphs 3 and 5 (g).

paragraphS was adopted by '14 vote8 to 3. with 9
aOO tetJtlons.

Paragraph S €fJ) was adopted by' '19 votes to 4, with
8 absteDtioM.

Draft resolution VIII a~. ~ whole was adopted by 85
votC!lS to.Qone. with 1~ abstentidns.

Draft :resolution IX K'a.s adopted by 85 votes to nOlle,
with I) abstentions. '

Dltlft resolutlon X was adopted unanimOusly.
Drait :l'esoltttionXI was adopted by 8~ votes to none,

with 10 abstentions. ...
Draft resolution X1l was e.dopted unanimously.,
Draft resolution X1II was adopted unanimously.

8. The PRESIDENT:.I shall new put to the vote the
draft resolutions on agenda items 12,40,41 and 78,
which are annexed to the repol"t of the Second Com-

.mittee [A/5360 and Corr.l].

Draft resolution I was adopted unanimously.
Draft resolution Ilwas ,adOpted Ily 81 votes to none,

with 10 abstentions. '
Draft-resolution III was adopted ananim0t!sly.
Dra;fti~rtJsolution IV was adopted unanimously.

9. Th~'~RESIDENT: Before'we thke up draft resolu­
tion V, of which the finanoial fmplicationsare con­
tained in the repol~t'of the :Fifth Committee [A/5374},
1 invite the Assembly- to turn its attention to the draft
resolution by Bolivia'!U1d Niger [A/5360 and C('rr.1~
para, 27] which referEl to "Operational. administra­
tive and executivepersonnel": this draftresolutionwas
not disoussed by, the Seoond commtttee.. The Com­
mittee has reoommended totne General, Assemb~y
that this draft resolution should be sent to the Economic
and Social Council. at its resu'rmed thirty-fom::th
session, for any appropriate· action, Including, inter
alia. its transmittal to the TeohnicalAssistanoeCom­
mittee. May 1 take it that the Assembly agrees to this
prooedure? '

. It was so decided.
Draft resolution V was adopted by 81 votes, to none;

with 11 abstentions.

10. The PRESIDENT: 'The' Second Oommfttee has
unanimously recommended the adoption of' the draft
resolution contained in the Committee's report
[A/5361]. ". -:

Theqraft resolution w.as ad9pted im{itl.imously.

11. The PRESIDENT: The Soviet UliionhaS asked
for the flOOi\ 'inexpHuiatioll of· his vote on agenda
itemS 33 and 94. '," .'"' I'. "

12. Mr. ARKADYEV (Un.ibno£'Soviet.SQCial1fiCfte­
publics) (translated from Russian): it was'with dee~

I
,

13
of
pr
mJ
qu
th
ro

00
ve

. ao
be

i7
ti
ge
co
m
fo
du
S
ti
th
ob
m

18
ce
tr
],\I

19
i
pu
of
th
by
r~,



satisfaotion that my delegt~tiollvote'd for the Deolara-agreed deoll1lion. in prepar~nga draft' dfX)laiatio~
tion on the oonversion to pe,aomul needs of ~th~ re- [A/5361. para. 9] in whioh the viOWpqj"ttsof the
scurces r~leaaedbyd.tStq'mnplel.lt, various groups of oountriee are taken into ~'JCount.

13. The unanimous adoption by the united Nations 21. We hope. in thi~ connexic», that theSoviet tTnion's
of this Deolaration. whioh refleots primarily the oonstruotive Id~as £01' a baaioeol)nomlo pro~llnlDle
proposals made by theSO'i/ietGovernmentfor an eoono- for disarmament. whio!\are refleoted to aomtl~extent
mlo programme for disa:rmament [A/6233]. must un- in the Deolaration. w1ll be taken into account in any
queationably be regarded as a oonatruotlve ,,,otion by further oonsideration of this question by Ul1ltoo
the United Nations and a definite advance along tha Nations bodi~6~ ,
road to general andoomplete disarmamant. 22. My delegation takes the adoption of this Deolara-

<,14. The effeotiveness (If anyresolutionordeolaration tion to mean that the seoretary-Ganeral of the"T/nitad
adopted by the General,Assembly depends. !Uter alia, Nations and the Governments of Member Statesr in
on the extent to wInohttno oountries whioh votoo for it partioular the aovernmento of the developingooun-
are resolved to implement it and on whether they are tries. will set about the study and formulation of
prepared to oarry out in fuU the obligations whioh speoifio plans and projeots oonneoted with theutiUza-
they have assumed. As far as the SovietUnion is con- tion for peaoeful purposes of pari of the :fund~ and
oemed, our delegation is authorized to deolfl,re that resources wbloh will be released by ~llsarJ:lUupent. i

our state and Government fully support the loftY and 23. We feel that the ;regional eoonomlooomm1ssions,.
~oble prinoiples of this Deolaration and that we ~e thespeoialized agencteaand other approp~iate 'United
ready to exert every effort to bring about 'their NatioM organe can be of gr~t asststanee to them in
praotioal implementation as rapidly as possible. this work.

16. We wish we could believe that the other oountries 24. Finally. my delegation notes with satisf;otion th1\t
whiohsupported this Declaration and voted for itwere the Seoretary-General o~ the United Nati9ns has been
as sincere and determlned in this mattez' as we are, invited to present to. 'the Gener&! Assembly. at ita
My. delegation hOPE)S, in that 'o~nnexion, that the n.ext'e sesston.. , a repori on thi~ quesU~J1)j m" whlc~
Deolaration's appeal to the Government~of all eoun- account is taken of any relevant projoeoUi and pro-
tries conoerning the vital neetlfortheprOmptachieve- posals put forward by the Governments of'eoonQmi-
ment of general 'and complete disarmament under oally under-developed eountrtes, We trwlt that the
striot' international oontrol will mduce the delegations Seoretary-General will oarry out.in a oreditable
of the United states and the other Western Powers to th i tant ta k t too to hi b th
BUPpo... r.tthat objeotiv'e,whiohisofthemostfwidamental manner e mput' s en rus .~ m Y.8. General Assembly. ,~ .;", '. 'and vital Importanoe, in the Eighteen-;Natio!l Oom- r- ' J C •.

mittee at Gen'emt. A unanlmous appeal by t4~ United I 25. The PRESIDENT,: VlelJome now to agenda)tf'JIll.:
Nations cannot }),~ permitted to remain just so m1mY ~8;'l;~e ii~~~c~al.imp~it;mtlQIis"a?-,e oon~ed i'il o 1;he
eloquent but futile, words. . 'C re~rt' of":"Jio F~th Com,mittee (A/53751~ ~!num~r ,of
16. The Deolaratlon which has just been ad6pted: ~~Pt'Ga!)ntatives 'have(~askM to make 0 exp-Ianat~~ of
affeots not only the se-called major Powers but ~l VOte b~ol'evoting. ." , ",:,! ,

oountries*whether great 1,)1' small, industrially ds"" 26. Ml'. AY.ARI (Tunisia): B'efQ;e voibtg ~p the cIr~
veloped or economioally Jless de'trelopoo, sinoeth~\ resolution on' popu1ation~~,O\\'H~ anet eocnomiQ de~

, achievement of disarmanl'.ent will bring real, tangible velopment (AI5354]. I would like. to state, for the last
benefits to all countri~s and peoples without exception, time, ,the meaning and ijle foundation of our draft
17. It Is, of course, notbyohanoe that the Deol~ra- resolunou-aeen explanation of, vote..; .
tion recognizes, on bel1~lfpf the,United Nations, that 27. In her recent book 'Ecoll()iX1t~ Philoso ,·the
general and complete dis8,'I,'mament. will benefit ,all famoua eeonomtst JOl!.ll:Robinson I ~ives one of the
countries and will lead to the improvement o.f eoono-, best :syutheses and expO~6s" of the" controversial,
mic and social conditions :,throughout the world/it problems which .are. raised, by this question ofpopu- '
follows from this-and my ~Mlegt\tiouccIl.siders-it its Iation, and'!' would like to qUote froIri'tIrlabook. Mrs.
duty to lay particular stress; on this po~t-that ~ll Robins9n statef!~ ,. '.; ·.f ." ';,

states must,mobU1ze every effort to achieve a prae- "Thequest!on of popuiatiol1ralses muoh emot.iQ:D,'o
tieal solution of. the problem of.disarmament, since and tonches on such deeply rooted" oomplexesthat
the benefits referred to in the Declaration. can· be logio plays very little'Part in the'dlaoussion, and the .

. obtained oD,1y through genero.l and oompletedisar.ma- aoovesimple point is oftenovel'lOQked C)r ~ven deniel;i.
ment.· " ~\ th i c, • thod . xi

"Orthodo~ .'. Ua 9110 SIXl lilld a,r, ..ox Mar'. sm,
18. Bringing disarmamentnearer is.OurconunonQon.... agree inprotes~ that ~ere is 1l0SUCJiijUng as..a'
cern, 'the saored obligation of,a.~l:,pea:~~e-l()yirig .QOlUl.. population,pl'oblem., and" it would. be possible'~=
tries and peOples, "and the first dut)r 6fth.eUnit~ understand the r~1igi()Usl,\l'gu,ment if it r~thtm:
Nations. . the .explosion,Q~ poPUJatiQ~ no;-# going;~nif3cau.~mg,

19: 'The.Declaration which we ha~~ adopted: j.s.~leo. ~eat ..... misery inv~ry many liv'~s .and pJ,'eventing,
i . ta t iri tha it vid . 1 f ve~y ·llWlY from attaining modest Q()JAf()r1;, but.COll"'~
IDp<>r n,....t ',pro es agoaand a sense 0 traception Is a SUt. It is. wrong, t911elp.• othersto,'

purpose· for. alLcountries and peoples; An.othel'point mit in' if th t Chri' ti #1
of greats~gnUiotj.nc~ is thatit,wa.s drafted joJ,ntly byQ9%l'~ . s s. even ey l.\re\~o.s al,ls, 1U1~
the. ,Sovlet Union an~ the. United statefJ, that is to say,' aVOiding misery Is no excuse. .
by the".two great PQwers ,wlrlchbearthegraatest ,\, "The Fascists adVlUloed the tlie61.S that with every,
r~.spoJlsi1,:lilityfor the Jateof the wo:r,ld." mouth God sends 'fipair ofhands.., 'Fhe OOlic~usion ls'"
20;.'It was. tn .fact,M. aWarenElss 6f thia~espon8i.. :~e~~~.:~ough,but· He doeS'n.:pt $end a ~ombinec

, bilitythat prompteP my delegation .tojoinwiththe '<,

Uplted states delegation, wi~,a vieW toaliil.'ivfug'~ atanJj' joan Roblnson. Eccinomli: Philollophy, Cb1c~go•.A1din~.1?62.



3ij.Today, we know that no philanthropy nor stagnant
state, ,of affairs in the VJes,tern industrialized
economree; nor even our ternis 6ftradeandconditlons
of exchange could be incentiv,es to stimulate capital
accumulation and to create new opportunities for the
dev,eloping economies. '

,~ .

3l~,' y~t, the 0 traditional1'91es of the game have
oh~ged. ,International economic co-operation has
giv~ bi~~th to new hopes for those countries which
w01,1ld. h$.ve. starved had the rule of maximum profit
contltiu~to he tile oml" law for investment. More­
over, regional economic integration or association
tnight also inor%,'3e opportunities tor investment in
the developmgntitions. Yet, wearefarfromtheobjec­
tives. We think it Is 'our duty,asdeveloping couritrtes,
tO~derstand clearly~ that no miracle can happen by
intEirnatiotJalor regioilal eo..oper~tion. The incentives
pro1/1ded'1?y inte,rnatlonal or regional bodies are likely
to disappear in a very shont time if we continue to
ignore the'Qomponents.of our internal:weakne-ss, ifwe
try to hideour problems behind conventionswhich stand
as obstaclea in the way of our rapid development.

'1172

32. Today, I doubt that any responsible economist In
Asia, Afrioa or Latin America could afford to treat
population as, one of those statistical data, one of those
uriohanging, faotors which ,imposes itself upon our
actlott:No one could seriously do this.

33~ In answering certain observations raised during
the ,debate in,the Second Committee, I had the oppor­
tunity t9 explain' how twenty';'fiveyears of researchand
expe1'lence.m the field~of economic development have
defi.rUtely established. that the population variable is
neces.sal.'jJY •insidfj the model of growth; not outstde]
that no:. one could' expect, a steady and satisfactory
.rate ..of grOWthllS long as the' discrepancy between
p<)pulttt~on gr6Wth and capital rate accumulation grows
ever wideroi\nd wideti.'As long as the expected rate ()f
irivestment and capital in our countries is far below the
rate .o~ .ulqrease of ,population, as long~a~ ,we 'turn to
th~~terrultional Orgllllization and to the:'1ndividu~Ll

9oi.lntries which help us to emerge frOm our back­
wardness, it is logical that we should beglven the
right to. explain our problem here and to try toflnd a
soluUonto it in co-o~:t'atipnWith all of you.

29. However,"nobody is mcreawaretaanwe are of the
faot that it is 'the inadequate alIonation of wealth and'
resouH:eB throughout the world, the accumula.tion of
Unused surpluses, the slow rate of aooumulatton of
ol1pital, the former, and still prevailing, colonial
'exploitation, W'llioh gives a d~~matic signifioanoe to the
rate of ~~owth of the population of many developing

e'couqtries; '" \.\

General All,sembly - S3ven~enth Session - PI~~i~ Mebti~B
If ........ \ .. -,-_..:-._-....-:.--~

During th~ long debate on this question in the Second 34. I appeal to those oQUntriesfrom the developing
qommittee. we endeavoured to explain why, as long as areas, and especially fl'om Afrioa, to evaluate these
this pair of hands remain Without anyproduotlve tOO18, argumentl$lU\C\to "underst.and that lleither 'the
without this oombine h~r'Yester, it is likely tbo.tthese Soandinavian '\!l9uptr1es' nol;' the Afrioan or Aetan
new mouths will have to ~,ely onoharity to be fed. oount:;'iee"W~ohare oo..sponsoring this resolution are

. ' ,'~ d~~1f1.~:,part1oular or selfi-eb interests. We rather
as. An inoreasing population, i,ndeed, mi~ht be a !p~a; ;tu., bring to .the attention of those who arc
olesslng and a oontinuous stimulus for deltland and, helpliii' UEt, at all levels, that' we are fully aware
thus, fortn7estment and general welfare. We admiJ S#. ~ll our problems andpmt we intend to face them
this, but we belieV'6 ~!lt there is no suoh thing as an ii~ ahY prioe. We cannot be blamed for our courage,
optimwn ~ate of population in generalnorapermanent,··, .
Pliqblemof population. We hope that we have olearly SQ. It is with this hope that I recommend that the

o shown that we stand firmly behind thosewhodisregard) l'~,solution ,be adopted unanimously by the General
Malthus1 propheoies as well as neo-Ma1thusi~;" ARsembly.(1
theories. . /!,.. . -~

36, MrJBERNARDO(Argenti~a) (translated ":,:"m
Span!~;4: Sinoe my de~egation q~early estabUshe~",~ts
pos~tion on this item i.;uringct!\~ debate in the Second
Oommittee, we do not consider it necessary. now to
stress our view that the United Nations is not com­
petent to deal 'With the Item in the form and scope
given 'it' in the, memorandum from the Swedish and
Danish Governments Y requesting its inclusion in the
agenda of the sixteenth regular session of the General
Assembly.

37. The draft \resolutio~ submitted this year and the.
supporting s~atements by its sponsors definitely con..
firm the fact that what is involved is the Introduotton
oLbirth control methods through the technical assis..
tance servioes oqthe United Nations; this is Inoom..
patible with the neutral. characterpf this Organization,
not only because, it poses religioUSi·moral andpolitical
problems but al~lO-and above all-ti~cause it appears

, to conflict with Ithe conolusions of ecol)omic and demo..
graphic science, which show, as ,~lcpe_rJs have re"
peatedly made clear, that population 'grt;)h, far from
being detrimental to economic development, actually
promotes it.

\

38. TheresQlution adopted by the COmmittee would
have represented a sound compromise if. it had simply
requested the Secretary-General to conduct an inquiry
among. Governments concerning the problems con­
frontirig them as a result of the reciprocal action of
economic development. and population changes and,
recommended that the Economie and Social Council
should intensify its studies on the interrelationship of
population growth"andeconomic and social develop­
ment, However, stnoe there is also a recommendation
that the Council should report on its' findings to the
General Assembly, it seemedobvtous-candstntseems
so in our opinion-that the Assemblyoannot andshould
not take any initiative or' action whatsoever on this;
problem until the inquiry and studies have been com..
pleted and their resulta a;reavailable. To act other­
wise would be to prejudge those results.

39. However,without awaiting thefindinga, the spon­
sors' of the draft resolutton.thave introduced' into;
operative paragraph 6th~ idea.....purporting to repre..·
sent the view of the Popl.l(lation Commission-that the
United Nations should provide technical 'assistance in.
controlling populatiq,n growth. Although the wordingof
the paragraph isva;gue andconfused, the'interpretatioh'
placed on it:by its spbnsors',pa!'ticula.rlyby therepre­
sentative of Sweden in her' statement: before the
Comrn:ittee [874th meeting]a.t' the end of the gen~ritl
debate, ··leavesno·roo.n1 for' doubt··.coricerl1ing,i~sr;,
purpose. Paragraphs. 5, 6,a.nd 7 on pag'El6 ~f t~e,

. ',," .'" " '.'. -,' :........• ',' .- ,', c':,: " .' .... .... ',' ,-.', _,:.',
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44. Mr. Sauvy of, Franoe.Mr. Taohi' of Japan and
others concurred in this view~ At the 148th meeting.
MJ,'. Rodrrguez Fab1'8gat of Uruguay stated:

c ttA body such as the ;l?opulationCommlssion •••
should emphasize the faot that the solution Was to
lmprove eoonomtc. conditions .rather thatl to allow.
them to diotate what the size of the population should,!

.be• .It should not be forgotten.,that the worldwfts
passing th:::ougha periodofincredibly rapiddevelop­
ment ,and change, In such a period. the Malthusian
theories no longer held. true. The new-1xJrn child
should be regarded not as an extra, mouth to feed,
but as an additional miniland' anadclltional' pair of
hllndij which could make a contributiontotbe pro..
gress .>f mankind, The answer to Jlemograpbio
preasures had to be sought [n economic expansion;
forecasting population of the world .in tw~nty or'
forty years' time Was an exe!"Oise in vacuo unless it
was related tq,the growth of the economic potential.
Ho was' concerned over the ,statement in pax:~gr~ph

12 of the Report of' the Secretary-GeneralY that
each Gove;rnmentmust deo~de for itself wliethe:r
or not any measures should be taken for the purpose
of modifying ,t.~e trends of' papulation'• because ,he
was not in fav-oll!" of any special fneasures designe.d
to modify demographic trends."

45. TIlls draft repOrt was considered at the .158th
and 159th meetings of the Population Commissi(;lD. i\t
the latter meeting, paragraphs 9,'10 and 11 Were
amended so as .toelinrlnat~ anythingthat might commit
the' Commission. toa particular viewonthe question 'of
population growth•. Partigraphs12 W 14.were a'\opted
without discussion,"but'paragi'apb '15was the sUb~ectof
two amendments, the second ,of' which was proposed'
by'Mr. Be~g Nielsen:ofNorway. who observed ai'tiie.'
159tll meeting that ltif'Wouldbe appropriate for the'
report to include' areferenc.e to tie Untted Nations'­
technioalassiSfl1Doe programme in the field ofpdpu~ .
lation in the seotion -on objectives as' wellasIn the'
section On accomplishments". ,b:' • '. "

'I • "
46. .The CHAIRMAN then .. sugge!~ted "tha~ 0 the
Norwegian. representative~,s'proposalS .•mi~tbe em- c

bodie,s in a se.ntence totheeffectthl,lUechnical a:ssist-~
ance was' a 'particularly appropriate means.of""-",,~:
aohieving the objectives of~tlieUnited Nations in the
populatton field"'. and it was SO agreed. ...' •..•

-". _ :' <, ',' ,".' • t; _ 0 ,',- _ ", - _ ',' :!.

47. It .. will be noted that there .Isa wide'gap between
this background material and the text of paragraph .15
of the' final ..report of the',Populati(jnC6mmission~'a~.
well as betweer(thesedocwnents' a.nd .the'waY'l~Owhich
they are quote~and intEitpretedby the spons(?1'$. cif'
the. draft ..resolution.' nOW.before tis.'m oi-dertopre-,
serve .theseriouaness,.. 'i~d..accuracy· that •.. shbura,
eharaoterdse decfstons of 'the ASsembly•.we'feel:that'
par/J.graph'· 6 of the.,resolutiollre()onun~ncledbytlie

Committ~!?s~o\1lq;~ede.leted.How~'v~.r..w~are ,Pl'e~
pared. hi a sp~t-~r·O,f. c6inpr0Inise,: toa.oc~pt~~y.
suggestioninV(),l'1,ing the deletion of.atlea,!9t ~hela!3t'
l)lJ.l't .o( thep'al'agr,aph. Wealsp ,feal.thatJhis lS~lll',

irnll()rl~nt,queBtio~,as.the sPBllt30"rs ofthl;iresoluti9,h .
h~ye ·cont~nded, ..an~~~ •.s,h~gsuppOrt,anyre~tlest~liii~,
it should be .treated.a.8""s}lch.in ':c0nf0l':mitY~~~the
deClisio~sof\the Assemb~y. .•..• ..•. . ',,: ....:,;,>, .

";,:' ;: \. ,',': ,.'.,,"" . -,'. "," -", :.:.::':.:,',',:"'. ,-,' --'" ,,:', ,,_:/_.,'<"":;:';"j,:,',:';_.:~:;:(.'~"'::;'('~

48•.,In,the,ev~nt'that,)t1.leAs'semblyclecidesi"a~we/
hopepit will •.'to.tll.k.e•. a$~pal'~te voteonparagJ?ll.ph'·'6, ..' .
or onythe last' part .ofthatparagrapl1~thap8,rtc()*""J"
taining;the,miSleading·.rc:feren()~~"Fllited,;·~6tio~~, •

: ,. '. ,~"':, ,,;,,-,,,' ':., .'<.." ./.. :_,f;.\ ,'" '~j ~ ",~, ,:,1'.:"" :,:.,.'!;.: ",' : ',::,.,:

Swediah representative.'s speeQll) are partioularly
il1\lll\J,pllting inthat regard. C

40~. The,app.rehensions to wh~ch ope~lltive paragraph
6 gave ).'lse tn the SGQ011d Committee became apparent
wNm a. vote WllS taken on the ~our-Power amendment
(A/5354, para, 6] .calling for its deletion. whiph was
rejeoted by only 32 votes to 30. with a large number
of abstentions. The resolution as a whole :was adopted
by only 43 vot~s to 14. with 42 abstentions, which
shows that a majority of the delegations did not share
the views of its -sponsors,

41. In our opinion. paragraph 6 ofthe draft resolution
now before the As'sembly is Inoompatfble with the rest
of that document and introduces an element of con­
fusion which should be avoided in resolutions as
important as this one. We.agree with the rep'?esenta-'
tive of Lebanon. Mr. Hakim (~74thmeeting], that it ,is
not for the General Assembly to endorse the views of
a technical body composed of experts who are aoting
as individuals and not as representatives of Govern­
ments. Above all, however. we maintain that para­
graph 6 does not reflect the views of the Population
Commis.sion as expressed at its. eleventh regwar.
session and that the scope and' ipterpretation given
that paragraph by the spons0X;IJ' ar~ entirElly foreign
and contrary to what is said in the report of the
Commission.,]f indeed. the document on' which the
Swedish representative's statement was based is the
draft report of the Population Commission•.Y in para­
graphs 12-16 of which the "objectives of the United
Nations" are defined. 'There is no reference whatever
in these paragraphs to technical assistance in the
demographic field; that subject is considered
separately in section VI of the report. which was
circulated ss addendum 2 to the original document,

42. During its discussions. the Commission also had
before It the report of the Secretary-General.~ in
which the. "objectives and accomplishments ':of the
United Nations in the field of population" are-summed
up through the statements previously made in that'
regard b~· the members of the Commission.

43. In presenting this· document at the 147thmeeting.
the. Secretary of :thePopulatfpn.CommiSsion pointed
out that one delegation In theGenera) Assembly had
challenged the approach taken. by the Unite'dNa.tions.
In the field of.population. At. the same meeting;. lVIr.
Benlamfn, the United Kingdom,represelltative, stated:'

"In, examining, the world ..demogr~phic .situatio~
and.the data .avallable to it. the Commission had to,
follow a. somewhat delicate paliQY. It should refrain
from imPoehlganystrong'suggestions as to Govern­
ment policies. It shouldre:main neiltral in 'that
regard .•••" .. . ,I .
Endorsing that view, Mr. Tsao, the representative

of China. stated at the s.ame meeting: . '
" )

.It••• the CommisSion should maintain its neutrality,
With regard to Governmentdemograpl~icIio!icies.'

, bearineinmJnd the differentr:eligious.i·socialand
.historical •. traditions.0fthevarioU$countries~ 'I'he
Comtniasioncould onlyeIl.courage countriesttf,take
'sto.ck oftheirdemographicPl'Oblems •• andimprove

,their<!:9t0wledge of demographictr'enda. It ·· '.' •.• ' .. ,.
. :":;~-':-:_:"-':"::'~"""." _ "'-'0'",.,-",":,:'> ',i,,~: ~"",:;::;:,:.:_'~,,:_.. ::,>::':!;;:"''', ;",:::'

:ll OO!dalRecordsofthe EconOmic.~c1:socl'Ji;·Cnimcll,"1birtY-f1rS~
Session, Supplement ,No, 3. . , .
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, ~~bnil3alu.istance for population!iprojects-our ourcprimal'y-+r' would· even say our vital-ooJlcern is
delegation wUl vote against the paragrapb or the part that the General Assfllnbly shoUld oonoentrate, this
t.Jtereof,.,a~ld if .theresult of the vote is unfavourable time, on the inquiries and studies whiOh it regards as
~rq~~()urpoint,of view, we l;I~all, to 9ur regret, be neoefJaary~ AHhcsame time"however, weask it most
obU~d to vote against' the r.Elsol\)t1q,n as a whole~ eamel:Jtly to defer taking a deotston on-this problem
4~. Mr. VIAUD (~&Jlce) (translated from French):' i whioh does not appear to command the unanimous
shall spare the~neralAssembly thlse~eninga reoital support of th~ General Assembly.
of our m!lIJ~>obj~trtionsto .thedraftresolution [A/5354] 55. It Is for this: reason that we associate .ourselves
no\\,-, before us;-> whioh we disoU!lsed in detail in the With the delegations whioh are asking for a separate
Second Committee. 0 , • vot~ on the final pa~ of paragraph, 6, starting with the
50. Tlle debates on. this draft resolutiQD have been words "and that the United Nations give teohnioal
long and diffioult. MJ~,delegaW>n joined with the dele- assistanoe •••", so that we can take a separate deoision
gations of SDliin, GaQon, .. Leblin,on." Libe.r.ia and Spain on this passage Without oaUsing the rest of the draft

. resolution to suffer. .
in sUbmitting a series of ,amendments [A/5354,paras.
6 and 11], and I must say, in.fairneE!s to the sponsors 56. Mr. BELAUNDE (Peru) (translatedfromSpanisht:
of the original. draft resolution [ibid., para. 3], that Although .1 did not participate in the interesting dis~
all but on~~of these a~e~dme~ts were adopted; the . ousston that took plao~ in the,Secon~ Committee when
sole ~xception, unfortUl~'~,tely,was, the mo~t ilnportant tbis item was being con;';'dared, its i~trins!c import-

~'o~e .of .all; "that which concemed'operathre,,,paragraph ance is so great, and-in the form in which it~as been
6 00fthe draft resolutiop-'[ibid.,par~.9(Dl; We cannot presented, at least as regards operative paragraph 6
accept. par~graph..6 Uiih preE!entforIri; to: be more of the draft resolution-it raises suoh serious pro~'
specifiC?, 'Noo. wOlllcl: like to.delete W~ final part, in l~,ms with respect to what we might call the compe-
Whioh it is suggested that' the United Nations Should tence and scrupulousness with which {~e General
givetec~ical. assistance, as requested by Govern- Assembly should constder these matters, that Ihave
ments, ,for national projects and programmes dealing felt it iny duty-illY unavordable duty-to present an
with tl\e problems of population.. explanation of my vote. as the' representatives of,
In: Why~e ~e op~sedto the use oftechnical aSljt,!st- ArgenV9a aJ?g Fran~e have done.
~cefunds to help Go~ernmentEl which wish to do .so 57.,1 'appro~ch this item. with the profound respect
to coptrol changes -In .thelr.. 'national population? i\ that must always ba.sbown for the problems of life.
number ()f.• arguments can,'be put forward in support Albert SChweitzer, the philosopher and. philant~ropist,
of.'our'stand: the fact,thatJacbnical assistance funds whom we all admire, has saidthatlifc!ssacred•. Life,
are. linrl,t~d,. the t.undamental"objections which many is moreover,"a great mystery, and all phenomen<i''j
r!~ t h .'- t th re..latin.• g to its or.igi.n, development and manifeshtioliit.>
-.-verQ~en s[)ave., 0 '. e utilizlltion of their con- .il

ltributic:ms fOl;- tb~s purpose, and tl1e existence of other must be treated; With the utmost delicacy. This' is not .
.teglmiC~lassistance projects.which ~re perhaps more a, matter of dogmatism, as some believe. It is simply
.':l~gcnt. I shall.!1~t dwell~Jl, !helite points, although for a ques~ion Of pondering the seriousness ofthe problem
many of usth~y touch aspecial chord•. 1prefer this and the'diff1cum~slnvolved in solving it~ '\
ey~nin~"to drawyourattenti()n to the 'simple r",pt 58.." Every problem has an economic. 'a legal and a
that. in.par~graph 30f this. very same draft resolution moral aspect. There are schools of thought that seek
the General Assembly: _. 0 I) to simplify problems, reducing them to their simplest
',}"ReqUests.th~SeQretlu.y.t~ner~{'to conduct tin' expre~sion" in the belief that they are simply moral,
.nqUJ01'Y among the Govern,:ments .ofStates Members simplY religiOUS, simply legalistic or, sadder yet,

,. of the.lJ!rltedNati.oDs 'and ~~" the specialized agencies simpIY'i<ecQIlomiC. Every .human.·p~blem has these
.C?once~nf.~g.the.pa,rt1cularpro'l>lemsc:lonfrontingthem tbreea,~pects, an4.When the ~nited;Nations approaches

as a result of the reciprocal action of economic sllch~proble!ll it has no rightt9disregard any of its
!ievelopment and populat'lon.changes•" ., facetli. This is not prejudice,' sentimentality, ;or re-
, .' . ,<\ .'" ligi()us:dogmatisnt; it is pure logic, reflecting a con-

&2~ . Si~llarly, iO paragra.ph 4 of the draft resolution; ~ciQU!lness 0:£·r.eaUtye.s a whole•.1n the name:of logic
,1ll~geJ:t~ralA~~ell1my reqomIllends'that the Economic and .of an awareness of reality, we maintain that a
ana~l!lIGoun(jil.!lndjtsli~siWary boCij,es, inparti" resolution lnspired'by.the very noble aim ofexamining

.,gQillar:'~,~he.PoY:'~latioo:Cotnll1ission,should intensify the ilJlP~ctof population growth'on economic,develop-
t!'e.i~stw:lies,.~od,l,'esearQb cm;·population,·problems, mentann. that of economic ·.development on population
tA1Q.rig~intoacc()~t·the r.~sultsortbe ,ioquiry to.be growth' calls for thorouglistudy,' ,full. analysis and
.9ol)~:b~cJedby tbe.~ec,reta,~-~Ileral.' exMustive research~AJid such was thepurposeofthe

.' ~'. .-'.'.. ' .' .... ..... .: .., i,. .' ..... . ..... ,. .' draft resolution and' the spirit which to some extent
l).~~,TgePttrpo~~;·ofallthJ.s preJimiIlary\-'V0rkistoinspired it." ., ..' ··.·0

Q p~par~,>, ~~ound"obje~ti"v~J)asisfor subsequent. .: ,,' ." . ' ..... ".'f
"act,i~Uies .()f~heUnited:N.,ations\Vithregard t() poI;luJa.. 59. We do not know·enough about .these population
t1()i(~t?b.I~~s.We,()pi'~~lveS'9a.!ledfdfthese inquI~iEls. prob!eins~Many .,people.. believe .that·:ifthe·popula.tion

"~,n.~.,;'~la,tecl: .<,P:role.cts,.b\lt •..•. we '.' fe.el .thatollce '.. the ifJlimitedbymechaJiicalmeans' a..betterdi~tribution
9.~p~r~~. t\EI.~erp~I~.~e,9i~es, #>i:un~.en:ake tl1~JPitsh9\,U~} Of.' wealth. •. will> the'~eby,be, achieved~ .,..B""~ arew~. ce.r­
:r~f;r~.in,fI.1?~ t~Iql1g, ~ny,d£lci~ions, in.as,c:iolltroy~rsial tain .' that jf ..the.PQpulation:is,limited, V;re~lth\winhot
'~~'fiEil~'as ··tI~~t'.,of'tec~hiQal~~s~~t~~ce,i.nj>Qp~lJ,tio~{\' decrease?.How.can.we'plUDlb 1:hemysteryofthose•.wh~

.','lJlattel's•. \Ve.. tbinkitshoul~at; least await the. resultS might:hilve.lived. but ··l'emainedunborn?·. HoW' .e'anw~
"," ..0f:"tet'J!iiqltirieS··~hd·'studies·Def~re'embilrking.\1pona· becertai~tha~,they w'ouldnothave brought Withtbem

cohrse·p,f",a.ction'\forWhic~o"We do not at thlstirilesee anewnle~$ageJor 'tnankind'roungreatestreso\lrc~
.t". ···s~ficient'jU$tmp~tion.;',,:': ..•... " (' ..i:. '''';, " .... , 'is, the.inventive:.pc:iwer..of; man,ancl:.to,thiBc:la.Yrio;~~ei·

K'i·;·,.~(r'r\\'·"'i·': '.':.. "'."'...•..•• "'. " ...• . .•...• ,\ . has.'been able to'solve thetnystery<ofhciw thatp()We:r'
'§4;'.Befdre"ittieqides toallocatetechnj.calassi~tance. hL created. It .appears irt· mysteriouS fashian; soiDe-i

" f\l[jflS for a pUl'Jl~~~~~Ch1S notyet generally apP:r6ved, times in an c:lra OfnatiO~al' decline~ 'ltappe~rs 'Rt."



1l~7th meeting - 18 December'1962

~'.;Qj'It'\""*'" ,<~t'fl>l:'Pp'~-'l:i'-,¥.I;'~~.~~,

~"i

1175

.r

Sooial .Counoil submits i~B'repo:rt, until we b~ve the
reElults of the World Population, Conference, how can
we ,. PosEl~bly deoide) th~t teohnioal assistance should
be provided .to Govel'nments? Why shouln the United
N'ations commit itself indireotly? Why should it sign a
blank oheque and giveiln implicit, roundabOutindirect
endorsement in the last part of an operative paragraph?

il'" . ,~

69.. The United N'~tions may at tiwes tpakEl mistakes
in reBol~tkn,s dealing,with(;9pno~ic matters. It may
arrive atpoI:itical cOp1Pfomipes which are pethaps not
very lauda~IEl~ H:owever~thaUnited Nations ptust 1'19- ,
spect the moral object/iops which every GoveJ;"nment Is­
fqlly entitled to raise. Any Government may take any
measure that (~t pleases in .the exercise of its
soverei~ty and on its own iesponsibility; but' J10
Government has the right to involve another Govern-'
ment in a policy which is mistaken, false, ill-con-­
cetved'or contrary to the conscience or to the interests i
of that other Goverltm~:lt' or· to the respon;'iiible"
characterand!lug'.tet reputation of the UnitedNations.<
What is .at stake, 'ltbe!1, is more than a mere para-
grapli in 'a resolution, ' . ';,

70. Accorcllngly•. lIlY delegation, associating Jtsel£
witp "the statements of 'the French ,and ArgeJl.tine
delegations,. emphatically" maintams" ~hat the £ipal
part of operative paragraph 6 Hf the graft resolution
brings about -a rac,!ical.change i~ the",spirit, and.,even
the' !etter of the draft, resolution and. is a matter' of
far~!'eaching i,mportance; ,since )~.....-\mplies United
Nations endorsement of measures'';;{k~b which. weare
not aCquaiIlted,and whlcb, we have not.studied. At the
same time"my delegation requests aseparate.vctc,
on this part.of the draft. resolution•. I should like to
poiiit out that strict application oftI\e rUles of~ro­

oedure reqllifes, a two-thirds majority 16r·its reten...·
tion; My delegation hereby' states thatifthis. provision
is retained it will find itself In the utihapPy'posJtiori of
hli.ving.to vote ag~inst ,the, resolution. ' . ., I

,.'

. -' -
moments of. despair but often fails to appear l\t
moments of hopef,ulnesl;I.
60. The phenomenon of Ufe cannot be treated l!ghtly.
It is our duty to study the moral aspect of the problem.
Do we know what moral consquenoea may flow from
population control measures whioh assume thatbiolo-­
gical funotions are performed w.thout any responsi­
bility, without regard for even the moral r~sponsibility
of procreation and the need to perpetuate the speoies?

61. Do we lmow what effect a wide-spreadtendenoy to
interfere with. the norma! genetio prooesses through
so-called popUlation control measures wouldhave on
the very spirit of future generations? Is lt"necessary
to recall the example of Rome and of. other great
empires which decline~spiritually and hence in culture"
and produotivity'! Is it necessary to ~,ecall ~ere that'
cultural development is indissolubly linkedWithecono­
mio aotivity? I do not wish to cast aspersions on any
people, past or present. Eve;ry Pflrsonality is sacred.
However, historians are well aware that attempts'to .
aSSWDe responsibility for the genetic prooesses have
brought about the collapse of civilizations.

62. Thus, in the faoe ofaproblem of this kind it would
be absurd to rely solely on "!,uperficialstudies of
mathematlca! charts showing production andpopulation
growth. There is sQmethinghere that goes much
deeperand that must be studied.

''!

63. l'hat is why; 'as the representatives of France
and!~j'-\"gentina have very appropriately recalled, the
Com:'~,,'jttee's .draft resolution rerers to the,,(orih­
comingWorldPopul~tionConference and Asia:.&qop~-.,
lation Conference. and states, that they "miglit'thrdW
new light on the impti:rtance' of this problem". In
otherwords,thesponsors of'thedraft resolutton are
themselves aware that the prohle~ ,has to be studied
in a newlight~' . .

·c)

64. And. what is the, meaning ofthe,;otherparagraph
suggesting that the, Secretariat should encourage and 71•. I appeal to all countries which wisb to retai~ ,their,
assist Governments ,in undertaking exhaustive studiel!) natic>nalpersonality-and a country{s pe!'!!lcmality com.. :
of the population pJ;'ob.lem? Operative paragraph 3 prjses ~ot on~i its politiCl:ll soyereigntY'butalso its "
reads as follows: culture,its traditions,aIl(:t its outlpok:qn.life...not'tQ·

lIRegJ~ts. the Secretary-General to conduct an vote (for a p~ovision wh~chcomp;romises,thEi,1l.onour and.,
iiiquiry. among the Govei:nments 'bf States Members A~~~~~l~~~ c;hara9te~ of ;~e~-qnit~,d:N:ation~; G~meral c-'-'

oftheUn1tedNations'and ofthespecit'.li~edagencies '; .s-:» ,. •

concerning the ~articula:problemsconf~Qnti~~the~" 72~ The' PEtESIDENT: Tbe,delegation':of France has")
as a ~esult,of the reG~pro(ll:ll acti~n ofeconom~c askechfor aseparate vote on the latt~r 'part of opera":
development~nd population changes.. . . .(~,:;~~par~graph6;.Which~tat~s: '". "~. i,

~?~ And so,)'Vithouteveullwait.ing t~e results of this, C'';C ",' ·;lI.:.ahd"that' the'United 'Nation; give technical'
inqUi:r.y, are we to adopt tn,an obllq~ei' mdil'ect ma,~p.er,.· ·a.ssista~ceas reque'stedbyGovernments, for;national
ind~ed.almo$tpy ~t;ealth,a~ext:dme!yseriou!"l d«;l- prdjectsand p~ogr~nnmes'deallng'WiththeprobleniS
otston, to.extep.d Umtecl N'at~ollstechn12alassistanc~ . of 6' ulation.;lI' •. ..".,"'0 ,..,,:;,)
to:Pl'ojects with which. we are not acquailltedandfor . p p> ... ' . . ..:,' '........•..... ,: . .
Which 'we.l:lre not in a position .toassume responsi-' l:l31d t,he representative ofPeru has proposed thatthi13 .
bility?' . ,p .. . beregarded"~.s an iI9portapt question. 'i',"[': '. '

.... ' _ ", _', _ :,-, (:"', ",,', \ ", _ '·'·,_:,.li." _ .,:' (1\, 'l 1\ ~l . - "';~<.,. ~

66. Finally'. it is recommended that. the Eoonomic 73. i\1i, 'f!AKIM(LebalilOtl): After,the eloqueQtst~te.. ·
and·, Social ,Council should report to • the •General· lllentswel:)aveheard:from thar,epresentat~~eof,Peru,',
AssemblY.YElt;we;are"~Jiboutto take a drastic'step 1 think 1 dO<inot. needto:argue .. long:tIiproposin~tbat"
before that report is submitted! . this.quf,jstionbeGonsidered an ,!lIl.p()rtaritq~e~ti~n"

',,'~r, ". "," . . ....., '.' undel' ,rule 87i: of therules"oLprocedure:D,Rule,.87·'

;~~1':,1~t~~t~~~:t~~ibr~~t:i~~~~tt·J~rt:~:~~;~: stlitesfio.··.·•••••••.·.:i
D

, •.· .••.• :,' •..• . '., ,'i, '! ....•.••...• , .';•..• i.",":i"'· .;.: .......•:.,;
Jt\~ypro~~;d~anexc'!l!leJortrIEl·pas,s~on,whosewarmth ""D~bi~,inns 0ftre.()~lle.rl:lJ,~~e~N¥.i8I).~uesti~ns(;
m~~e~it·i'I).9Jess'sincere.:nonplJrable .~nd jlJst, .with other:thanthose .provIded "for in rule 85,.lnC,llu!llng ,
Wh~ghIi aDl.,pa~ictpatingin t,~i~,debat~•.., '.. .•.•.. ..' .. '..,.ithe 'determination of,additioIUtl'categoril:\s' ofCJ.u~'s-;,
. , .. '" .'"?!..." .... .. .. .... .... .... .... ,..".... :~:;: ti6nstC;>';ge decidedby,a·two.::.thlrdslll~jority,'d6al1

Vnhlth~s~cret~ry ..G~nElral,suQroit~his,reports be .Ill.ade'.J.)ylt)m~,jQ:dtY,of ;the;1'dembers,presetlt'~p.di
Qon<Iucts 'his inqllii'ies, until /the,:'E(}onomlc,a.nd· 'voting.";»";'/> i: .••.•. •,',' .' '>.<",'
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liebnte in wbioh many delegations El~lained their
views;on the ,;$oojeot. The draft l'esolutton is the re­
6ult of stncere efforts to arrive nt a ccmpromtae
wbioh w()u!~ be a,!J0eptable to the General Assembly.
During the Uisoua"sions tn thaCommittee, the~ponsors
aooepted several am~\\dments. The flnal te~ wns
a~opted by,~ subst'nnUnl majority aUar a numbar of
sepal'ate vo~es had be ell taken. As the Swedif3h delega­
tion sees it, the te~1; is now quite well balanced, It
wvuld be ufifortunate to disfigure it by the exctuston of
an..v paragraph. o

79. Operative paragraph 6 of th~ "raft tesolutlon en..
dorses nstatem<::1t by the POP4~\l!)n.Commission
oonoerning the ;:nt~"eat~ and objf.i~t1ves ofthe United
Nations in the field of p'l)p~at1on. This statement is
inoluded In the :r:eport of the eleventh session of the
Commission and"constltl.\tes, aooording to par{lgJ:'aph
14 of the report, a summing up of the .views of the
Commission in this respect; NCooubt should exist
regarding the vall~!y of offioial reporta by ()~gans of
the United Nations. 1 should like to repeat here that,
aOQording to the oRinion of the ~l'ig1nnl sponsors of
the draft resolution, neither operative paragraph 61
nor any other pllra.&Taph, creates any colleotive
l'esponsibillt1es-moral, finanoial or other-for states
Members whioh are not Interested in the stibj~ot..
matter of these paragraphs.
80. On bel'_"lf of the original sponaora of the draft
resoluUon,I wish to oppose th~ motion to apply the
two-thirds .majority rule to the item. We have al­
ways been of the optnlon that the population questton
Is important, in the same manner as other questions
ooncerning economic development which are dealt
with in the Seoond Committee are important. However,
Seoond Oommlttee items are ilpt enumerated in
Artiol.e 18, paragraph 2, of the United Nations Charter
as' questions on which deoisionsshall be taken by a
two-thirds majority. It Is true that the ASsembly may, c

according to Artiole 18, paragraph S, deoide that
additional questions require a tw~thirds majority.
Suoh deoisioDfl have been taken by the General Assem­
bly mainly concerning items whichhadimportantpoli­
ticalaspeots. On 14 Deoember 1962 l1l93rd meeting]
the Assembly,took 'the exoeptional step. of <ieciding
that a two-thirds majority was Eequired for a Second
Committee item, namely, the question of permanent
sovereignty over natural resources• .Here, however,
the Assembly was calledupon to adopt a"declaration
on far-reaching principles of International eo-opera­
tion, a deolaration with important lel!lll and political
aspects, The item on population growth aug eooaomtc.
development has no suoh aspects; itmerelY-,)rings.to a,
foouacertain aspecta of those development p:J:'obl"ms
which are normally tlie subjeot of)disoussions in ,,the "
Second Co.mmittee.My delegation would consider it
anomalous and an unfortunate precedent. if the Aseem­
blywere to decide that. the two-thirds majority rule
should be applied in this case.

81. It is, I m9st s~y., somewhat surprf!'3ing, also., that
the proposal to apply the two-thirds ir!ajority rule has:
been presented here, by the representatives .of '
Arl?;entin,a, Peru and Lebanon. Their- delegations.
were .among those who, during last yeal"sAssembly,"
considered that the. population item was not an impOr- "
tant question. even on the agenda ·of the Second Gom-'
n,1ittee. Thua, it, seems. impossible to, acoept .·~he '

. suggestion ~hat the population item la of suoh"an e,,-'
traor,~narynatur~ that it must be siggled out frQm if'"
other. d£l;velopment. questions· and besubjeot tothetwo·t
thirds majority rule.
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82. Consequently, my delegatton w1l1 votengninlltthe
proposal of the tepresentntives of Peru, Argentina
and Lebanon. ' .

" , ~

83. Mr~ MALHOTRA (Nepal): 'rhe issue}.)efore us is
oertnlnly important. Aa n matter of faot, in our view,
it deals with one aspeot, perhaps one of the lllost
important aapeors, of the w~ole problem of eoonomio
and social development of the under-developedooun­
tries: namely, the queation of the rate of their eoono­
mlo- and sooial de-velopment in relation to thei;r rates
of populntion growth.

84. 'rhis question is one with whtohthe UnltedNations,
in particular, and the whole United Nations family, has
been concerned over the past number of years, and
with which, indeed, it will be concerned for several
years to come, 'rhe whole problem of the economic
and sooial de:7elopment of' developing' countries has
assumed greater significance in this decade of de­
velopment, partt'cularly in view of the faot that the
General Assembly set th~ target, at its sixteenth
session,that each developing country should achieve
a 5 percent per annum rate of growth in its national
lpcome [resolution (~710 (XVI)J. !t Is exaotly in rela­
tIonship to this ooncept of this desirable and minimum
rate of ',growth that the question ~f, t~e interrelation­
ship of the rates of population growth in a given
country, with respect to the rate of its economic and
social growth, assumes greatest signifioance st~'I?tly

in an economic sense. 'rhis is exaotly the issu~.hYith
which the draft resoiutton of the Second Coxpmittee,
now befoJ..d the Assembly [A/5354J, deals,

85."It is only appropriate that, after having decided
upon the' minimum desirable rate .of growth that each
developing country should achieve at the end of the
present- decade, the. Assembly should give closer
examination to the whole question of the rate of growth
in the per caputcincome. i,n eaoh developing country-a
question that c'i\n harclJ.y6e discussed WithD\lt reference
to the rate of population growth in the given develoIting
country. \ "',

86. It is, therl~fore, rcertainly a very important
question. But that is not the reason whythe represen­
tative -of Argentina, and otherswho have opposed th~

draft resolunon.jiave asked for a two-thirds majority
vot'e for adoption of the draft resolution by the
Assembly. It is their preoccupation with matters that,
in our' view,are extraneous to the purpose and intent
of the draft resolutiqn that impels, us to oppose their
motion for a vote by two-thirds majority.

87. We oppose their motion on the basis of a simple
"argument which, we hope, will appeal to every objec­

tive mind here. It is I;his:)issues that are decided
in the Assembly by a simple majority are not
llecessaril~,ounimportant issues; andIssues of eoono­
hUe development are certainly very important Issues,
particularly to developing countries like my own; and
these issues have normally been decided on by a simple
majority vote. We do not see anyreason.why thec,parti­
cular draft resQI\ltion before us ,should be regarded
as different iromali those that have preceded it and
sliouldrequire a two-thirds majotity vote.

~, ."'. .... .• . . .\' _ - _ _. f.'.J '

. 88. My delegation sincerely hopes that representa-
,. tives will maintain the samElobjectivity about the true
purpose of the draftprel'!oluHon and" will, not. let

Co extraneous factors enter"inf,""fheiTjudgement of-its
intrinsic merits ()rdemeritsl;-",venwhenthey are,voting
on'proc~dural issues' regarding the' adoption of the,
draft resolution by the' AS'semblY. ,

89. 'rhe draft resolutton now before us c has been
recommended by the Seoond Oommittee and oEirtainly
no longer belongs to the original sponsora, Bl.lt in so
far as attempts have been made here to. sow-if I may
use the term-seeds of (Ioubt inthe Assembly about ita
intent and purpose, mllY I, as one of the orlglnnl
sponsors of the draft resolution, say here that it means
exaotly what it says: namelY', it is directed towards a
more intensive study and analysis of the IntJ3rrelation­
ship between population growth and economio develoll­
menta 'rhis phrase occurs and recurs throughout ilie
text of the draft resolution. and, indeed, nowhere in the
text has population growth been mentioned in Isolation
from its significance in relatl,on to the broader)issu,,~

of economic.. and social developments oftheslevelopil!g
countries. It is this broader aspect that is at issue
here, and not the isolated issue of population' growth.
Put different!;)', the aspect of population growth that is
brought before u~ in the dl1aft resolution is only the
economic aspect.

90. 'rhe'representative of Peru has rightly said In,i
his statement that which my owndelegaUon has always
said in the Second commtttee, that tpe question of
population growth, like indeed any other question, has
several . aspects-among them legal, political aI}~
mcral-ebesldeaeoonomjc ansl social aspects, But)n
the draft resolution, it is only with the economic and
social aspects that we are concerned. 'rhe conse-"
quences that may follow from a study of",the economtc
and social aspects of the population growth may, in­
deed, again have moral, political, andseveral other
aspects. But that should really be the c'oncern of the'
Governmentf,:i which, alon~.cwl1l have to be the sole
[udge QJ what a,ption to undertake; or what con­
olustons to draw, from the results of the studlecre­
ferred to and SQught in the draft resolution.

91. May lhulllbly submit, it is not for us here to
decide what action Governments should undertake on
the basis of objective demographic studies made .by
the United Nations. It is -for the Governments con­
cerned" to do so, and the draft resolution makes W
very clear, in its fourtlf and eighth preambular para­
graphs, and again in operative p~a'graph 6, to which
so much objection has been raised. G

92. Why should we prejudge the issues or conse­
quences before studies have been undertaken, again,
at the specific request of Governments concerned, as
has been envisaged in operativeparagraph 6of the draft
resolution? My delegation is a bit dismayed that certain
delegations have chosen to read into operative para-'
grB;ph 6 approval for measures for birth control and ,
so forth., ' "

93. Although I can speak for my delegatton-only,
may I assure the delegations concerned, and the
Assembly in general, that. the original eo-sponsors C

of, the draft resolution, inpluding my own delegatdon,
have not, approached theis~ue of the interrelationship
between population gl'owth,~mdecbnomic and. social I

development in any pr~90nceived manner, JlandsiIi~
cerely felt that this prerogative for each country, irf
the ,context of its own culture I religion: and<its
stage of economic development,should rest with the'
Government of the country concerned, and that the
Assembly. should not attempt°to, rj?;aod, into the draft
resolution that Which the eo-sponsors didnotdntend
to mean in the first place. c

, "'_' 0,"',

94.1 hope,,,the ASSembly\' in its qgl1ective lmaJ?~
jective wisdom, will keep ,this uppermostin\l~~~d",

'.'
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while 'voting on tne prooedurd. tesuc berQ::O l.ts~::-::ila
well as,the subetance of the dl'aft resolution ~tseU.

95. <::rhe Pl'~&ident; We ahall new ptOueed to mG
vote. The first' question 1 shall put to the vote is the
proposal that, this 00 deo~nred an important q1.\eation.
A roll-oall vote basbeen requested.

A vote was taken by roll....oall.
Jordan, ~ving been dt"nwn by lot by the P.reSJdeJlt,

was oalledupon to vote lb.'st.

In favour: Ll:ibanon, Llbex.'la I J.luxcmlxmrg, Mada­
gascar, Notherlands, Nigeria, Pnraglm.y, Pal'u,
PhUippiuas, Portugal, Rwanda, Senegal, Spflln,'l'r.inidat\
nndToba~, UnltedKlngdom of Great 'BJ.'itain and
NorUle:t:n Ireland, United States of i\m,,,ricll, Upper
Volta, Uruguay I Venezllela, Al'gentinn, Austria,
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, cameroon, Cen'h'sl Ai'l'.lcnn
Republio, Chad, Chi1Aa, Oolombla, Cqngo (~o~C}ldville),
Czeohos~6vnkia, Dahomey, Domlnloan l~eputllic,

Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, France, Halti,
Honduras, Ireland, Israel, Italy.

Against: Jordan, Libya, MaU, MOrocco, Nepal,
Norwa.,v, Pakistan, SllUdi Al'abia, SierrL\ Leone, S~u,lnll,
Swedel}, Tunisia, Turkey, ' UgandL\, United Arab
R~public, Yugoslavia, Algeria, Ce~ylon, Oostn Riou,
Cyprus, Denmark, Glu\llt\, G:r.e~ce, Guit~ea, Iceland,
Iraq,

Absfuining: , r-lnos, Mexico, Mongolia, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Panama, Pollmd, Romania, Tanganyika,
Thailand, Tog'O, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republtcs, Afghanistan,
Albania, Australia. Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi,
By\elorussian SovIet ,Socialist Republic, Cambodia,
Cdnada, Chile, CUba,Ethiopla, Federation of Malaya,
Hungary, India. Indonesia, Iran, Iv-ory Coast, Japan.

'0 2lte proposal was a.dopted by 42 votes to ~6, with
3~ abstentiOtls.,

96. The PRESIDENT: The Al:3se~nbly has therefore
declared that this ia an important question, requiring
a two-thirds majority. .
97. We shall now proceed to the vote on the draft
resolution [A/5354]. The delegation of F:rance has
asked for a separate vote oni:he lastpart of operatlve
paragraph 8. that iS,the followingwords: "and that the
United Nations give technical assistance, as requested
by'Q<j'vernmell.ts, fOrnational projects and programmes
dealing with, the problems of population." • I shall now
put thos~e words to the vote, A roll-call vote has been
requested.

A. vote was taken by·rol1-Cia1I.
T1:zafl8ti;~ having been dra.wn by lot r>y the President,

was GEillIJdupon to vote first,

In favour: Thailand,Tunisia,Turkey ~ Uganda, United
Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Brltain and
Northem Ireland, Upper Yolta, Yuggslavia, Algeria,
Australia; BU;t'Undi,Geylon. qhile. Costa Ricn, Cyprhs~
Denm~k, Federation,oi Malitya, Finland, Ghana,
GreecEt, .. Guinea, Iceland, India, Iraq, Japan, Libya.

"',MaU_l}'Iorocco. Nepal, New Zealand, NorwaY,1i'¥istan
" Sa.udi Arabia, SwedtiJ'n. . " "

Cc !1"Against:"Trinida.ct arid T06~g~. Ufl.l~ay.' V'~pe~uela,
A:rgentil1R, " ,AustrIa, , BelgIum,,' BolivIa.', Brazil.
Cameroon•.'Ce[\tral' .African ,~EtPtlbl!.c," Chad, China.

., ColOmbia, "Congo~ (LeopOldville)k"C:lecfioslovakia,'
Dahomey, 'DominicanuRepublic ,Ecua.dor{EISalvador,
Ji'tan,ce, HondUl1as, lrel~ndj Italy, .~banon",Liberia,

Luxt)mbQu~t Madngasoa~, Netherlallda~ Paraguay.
Peru, ;J?ortugo.\t Rwcmda, Senegal, Spain.
A~taiLJinl1: To~o, Ukl'ninlall SQviet Sooialist Re'"

• publio, tll\~on of Sl,wiet S(ll,'fallat :Rt)P"\'Uos, United
States or:t\m~rio(\J.,Afghani~tfl.t\.Albtmfll. ,13ttlglu'in,
llQrlnn, Byeloru&slLm Soviet S(''Qictllat Rt.,publio, Cam';'
bodta. Canada, Cuba, Ethiopia, ;HaUt, Hungnry,
lndoneaill,ll'all, Isr~\Ql, Ivory COl\l1t. Jorda.n, Laos,
Mexico, Mongolia, Nionragul\, Nlge.l.'in, Panama,
Phmppin(~s, Poland• .Romania., Siar.~a. ;Leone, Sudan,
Tnngnnylka.
n~c .result of t1w vote MlS 34 voites in favour, 34

agail1st, with 3.~ ab..~tontions.

TLle words were not adopted.

98. 'fhe PRJ~:S!PENT: f!'h~ Assembly wm, now decide
upon"oparn,t1vEl .plU'agt'nph 6 in its new form., U,at Is to
sny,pnl'agrapb 6, stopping at the word "p~blems".Is

there Rn:,v objeotion to the adoption of that paragraph?

The,paragraph was hldopted.

99. 'rhe PRESIDENT; 1 will now put to the vote the
draft resolutton [A/5354] as a whole, with the amend­
ment that the Assembly has just adopted.

The draft .l'esoluUon, as amended, was adoptedby 69
votes tonone, 'With:47 abstentions.
100. 'rhe PRESIDEN'T: I 0811 on the representatives
who wish to speak in e..xplanattou of vote.

101. M~. KI~UTZNICK (United States of America):
The United States delegation wishes to explain its vote
on operanve paragraph 6 of the draft resolution. In
our opiniol~, operative paragraph Gdoes not add to, or
subtract from, the aut1lo:t'ity which the United Nations
ah"3ady possesses as a result of resolutions of the
General Assembly and of the Economic and SQcial
Counpil concernfng the granting of technical asals....
tance upon request to Member States•.In our view, the
p'l.:ragraph"is therefore superfluous.

102. While the,United States believes that the authority
to lE)nd technical assistance in all aspects of popula....
tion problems alread.v exists, we also believe that
asststance by the United Nations should emphasize
those three areas in which there appears to be broad
agreement among Members, namely, the encouraging
Mdassisting,of Member Governments to obtain
factual .inforw-ation on the demographic aspects of
their ~conomj.Qans social development, the training
of nationals of Members for demographic work, and
the promotion of full and responsible dtscusston of
populatlonproblema, ...
103. It was in the light ofthese constderattons that
the United, States decided to abstain, on the separate
vote on. the phrase "aM that the Uniteg Nations give
technical assistance, as requested by Governments.
for iiatipnal prt?-jects and programmes dealipg with
the probieW-S,of population".

104:. The United S.(:ates voted, fqrthc res<;llution as a
whole, beClllJse of the irnportanceweattach to there....
lation between popUlation growth and economic de....
vel?prnent', and be'cause we regard the resolution as

,broadly. oonJstentwith the Views ofthe United States
'. as .. put forw~rd by my.~colleague.Mr.RichardGardner,
du:ring·cUI.:, interVel.ltiori ip. the general debate in the

" Second Committee [869th meeting]. ' '
.Jf' 'l.. ·,' '.r,'· (",c••

lC5.J The United StateEJ<welcomes the approval oHhis
resolut!pn; 'The -di~(mssiOrIS .and ,', tHe final, vote,we
believ~,Qof1stitut~ the, deal'est kind of mandate for
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The meeting rose at 11. p.m;
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indeed, if a vote had been taken on pnragl'aph 6 as a
whole, we would have voted against its reteptlon­
because, as acme representatives have already noted,
thls pal'agraphseems t.o prejudge the results of the
studies andresearoh recommended by t.he General
Aasem]lly.

114. Mr. BUTTI (!l'tlq): ThedelegationoftheRepublio
of!raq voted in faveur <'f' the resolution on population
growth and economto development. My delegation.
wishes to oongratulate the sponsors of the resolution,
particularly the delegation of Sweden, on their efforts
in bringing this importa~t nlatter oofo....e the United
Nations. .

115. My delegation viewstbe question of population
growth as one of the utmost importance, We particu­
larly wanted to di.'aw the attention of representatives
to the fact that, among the causes of p?pulation ex';;;
pansion which may yield dangerous re~ults, is the ab­
norma}. method of expanding or enlarging the popula­
tion of any count:ryor, on the other hand, of shrinking
the population. One of these methods is that referred
to by Mrs. Lindstrom, the representative of Sweden,
and I should like to refer to the speech which she
made in introducing the draft resolution which the
Assembly has just adopted in which she said that the
removals of itlrge national groups to other countries
may give 1'il3e to ethntcal, political and emotional and
economic diffioultles [see A/5354, para. 10). My
delegation suggested to the sponsors of the 0 draft
resolution that they fnclude this statement in the
resgllltion, 'which they khldly did, with. the wqrd
"economic" added to the sentence as suggested "by
my delegation.

116. My delegation is confident that the resolution,
. whioh ha,s just been adopted by tht"deneral Assembly,
will be C of great value in OUt attempt to solve 'the
problems of population growth. We hope that this
resoiution will contribute to a solution of some o~ the
problems of the world. In addition, it is a fact that the
removal of national groups from one country and
forcing them to liye in other countries gives rise, in
most cases, to colossal problems. There have been
such .cases in the contemporary history of the world"
and it is therefore highly significant that the Genera!
Assembly has recongtzed the problems whlch arise
from such abnormal methods in the population ex­
panston or ;in the shrinking of the population of any" ,
country.
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the Seo~'Qtl\l'i(lt, and the oth1)r organs of the United
Nat1o~s system to proceed with v.lgour to a farther
exploration of population growth and its relation to
eoonomtQand 6ooJ,01 development. This had been our
hope and our aim ''It\' .the interest of progress in ~his
vltnl area,
106. Mr. CUBlLLOS(ChUe) (translatecUromSpanish):
In voting £01' the draft resolution on populaUongrowth
£.,nd economtc development, my delegation was mind­
ful I)f the need to press forwnrd more rapidly with
world-wide studies of the possible Influence of
accelerated popUlation growth on the economic de­
velopment of the developing countries.

107. While we are not unaware of the studtea being
conducted by vartous competent bodies, we feel that
they should be speeded up through the United Nations
and the speoialized agenctes, aoting in conjunotionwith
the regional economic commissions.

108. Our favourable vote in no sense means that in
agreeing to these studies we are prejudging the
advisability 01' in~dvisabl11ty of anypartioularpopula­
tion policy. The text of the resolution seemed clear
to us, and its contents raised no questions In our
mtnds,

109. We f~el that the proposed studies will shed new
light on the influence of high population growth rates
in countries with limited material resources and, a
slow rate of economic development, These studies
should, be analysed by States, so that they; can make
such comments and take such measures anddecisions
as each one deems appropria~p. in its particular case,

110. I repeat, then, that we have had no difficulty in
voting for tile resolution just adopted, since its basic
purpose is to call for studies of the interrelationship
of population growth and economic development.

111. Mr. TCHEN (China) (translated from French):
My delegation voted for the draft resolution whichhas
just been submitted to us because its primarypurpose
is to promote studtss on the reciprocal action on
population growth and economic development.

112. Population growth is currently a matter or oon­
eern throughout the world, and we are o(,course
anxious to ensure the continuation of the researchwork
already begun. Hence, we greet with satisfaction the
decision just taken by the Assembly.

1.13. I should like to point out,however, that my dele­
gation voted against the last part of paragraph 6....and
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