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.-~ AGENDA ITEMS 33 AND 94

Economic and social consequences of disarmament: report
of the Sectetary-General transmitting the study of the
group of expert consultants appointed under General
Assembly rasolution 1516 (XV) J

Economic programme for disarmament
REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/5361)

AGENDA ITEM 38

Population growth and econvmic development

REPORTS OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/6354)
AND OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/6375)

Pursuant to rule €8 of the rules of procedure, it was
decided not to discuss the reports of the Seoond Com~
miitee and of the Fiith Commitiee,

1. The PRESIDENT: I will now ask Miss Sellers of
Canada, the Rapporteur of the Second Committes, to
present, in one intervention, the roports of that Com-
mittee on the agenda items whick we are taking up.

2. Miss SELLERS (Canada), Rapporteur of the Second
Committee: I shall be exceedingly brief, It would take
a far better mind than‘mine to do justice to the nine-
teen draft resolutions. which are presented to the
plenary meeting of the General Assewmbly in the report
[A/5344] niw, before representatives, which report
represents the outcome of more than eighty meetings of
the Second Committee at the seventeenth session of the
Assembly, I shall only say this, The nineteen draft
resolutions here recoiumended for adoption represent
the Second Committee's views on the priority areasin
which the United Nations can advance the economic
development. of ite Member States: technical, pre-
investment and capital assistance to developing coun-
tries; the training of ski}*~d manpower and the equaily
necessary infrastructure uf sound educational develop-
ment; land reform measures to offset fluctuations in
primary commodity prices; economicdevelopmentand
the conservation of nature; inflation and economic
development; population growth and economic develop-
ment; the adaptation of United Natiors administrative

framework to meet the increasing demands imposed .

on the Organization in the pursuit of economic develop-
ment All theseare represented in the four reports now
before the Assembly

3. Ten of the nineteen draft resolutions recommended
for adoption were approved unanimously in the Com-
imittee, but one was—if I may adopt the phrase—more
unanimous than the others. The declaration on.the
conversion of the resources released by disarmament
to peaceful needs was not only approved unanimously
by the Second Committee without a vote; its passage
was greeted by a spontaneous burst of applause

4, The ninetéen draft resolutions recommended by the
Second Commiittee for adoption by the.Assembly
répresent the Committee's attempt to fulfil its share
.of the obligations imposed on the United Nations by
Article 55 of the Charter.

5. The PRESIDENT- The Assembly will now take up
agenda items 12, 34, 35 (a) to (f), 37 and 84, The

Second’ Committee has recommended tkirteen -draft

resolutions on ‘these. items, which are: contained -in
the. Committee's report [A/5344].. We shall vote
‘ successively on’ each item, taking first oraft resolu-
tion I, ‘ ‘

f‘»'_ Tl

Dratt resolution I was adopted by 78 votes {o none,
with. 2 abstentions. ;

Draft resolution II was adopted unanimously,

Draft resolution IIT was adopted by 80 votes o 1,

Dreff resolution IV was unanimously adopted, -

Draft resolution V was unaninously adopted,

" -8, The PRESIDENT: I would remind Membexs that

draft resolution VI on agenda item 39 was adopted by
the Genexal Assembly on 14 December, at its 1194th
meeting.

Draft resolution VIF was adopted by §0 votes to none,
with 9 abstentions,

7. The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will now
vote on draft resolution VIII, Separate votes havebeen
requesteC on operative paragraphs 3 and 5 {c).

Paragraph 38 was adopted by 74 wotes to 3, with 9
abstentions,

Paragraph $ (g) was adopted by 79 votes to 4, with
8 abstentions.

Draft resolution VI as & whole was adOpted by 85
votes to none, with 12 abstentions,

Draft resolution IX was adopted by 85 votes to nore,
with 6 abstentions,

Draft resolution X was adopted unanimously.

Draft resolution XTI was adopted by 82 votes to none,
with 10 abstentions, .

Draft resolution XII was adopted unanimously.

Draft resclution XIIT was adopted unanimously.

8. The PRESIDENT: I shall ncw put to the vote the
draft resclutions on agenda items 12, 40, 41 and 78,
which are annexed to the report of the Second Com—

. mittee [A/5860 and Corr.1},

Draft resolution I was adopted vnanimous]y.

Drart resolution I was adopted by 81 votes to none,
with 10 abstentions, .

Draft-resolution Il was adopted unanimous]y.

Draftxesclution IV was adopted unanimously.

9. The PRESIDENT: Before we take up draft resolu-
tion V, of which the financial implications -are con-
tained in the repoxt-of the Fifth Commiitee [A/5374],
I invite the Assembly to turn its attention to the draft
resolution by Bolivia :and Niger [A/536C and Cerr.1,
para, 27] which refers to "Operational, administra-
tive and executive personnel®; this draft resolutionwas
not discussed by:the Second Committee.- The Com-
mittee has recommended to. the General Assembly
that this draft resolution should be sent to the Economic
and Social Council, at its resumed thirty-fourth
session, for any sppropriate action, including, inter
alia, its transmittal to the Technical Assistance Com-
miftee, May I take it that the Assembly agrees to this
procedure?

- It was so decided. .

Draft resolution V was adopted by 81 Votes to none,
with 11 abstentions, :

10, The PRESIDENT: The" Second Committee has
unanimously recommended the adoption of the draft
resolution contained in the Committee's report
[A/5361].

The draft resqution ,wlas :adopted unanimously. ‘

11. The PRESIDENT: ‘The Soviet Union has'asked -
for the floor in explanation of his vote on agenda .

_itemg 33 and 94. . P -
12, Mr. ARKADYEV (Umon of Soviet Socialist Re— -

publics) (translated from Russian): It was with deep

o

o
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gatisfaotion that my delegition voted for the Deoclara-
tion on the conversion to peaceful needs of.the re-
gources released by dissrmament,

13. ‘The unanimous adoption by the United Nations
of this Deoclaration, which reflects primarily the
proposals made by theSowiet Government for an econo-
mio programme for disarmament [A/5238), must un=-
questiorably be regarded as a constructive aotion by
the United Nations and a definite advance along the
road to general and complets disarmament.,

- 14, The effectiveness «f any resolution ordeclaration
adopted by the General, Assembly depends, inter alia,
on the extent to which the countries which voted for it
are resolved to implement it and on whether they are
prepared to ocarry out in full the obligations which
they have assumed, As far as the SovietUnion is con-
cerned, our delegation is authorized to declare that
our State and Government fully support the lofty and
noble principles of this Declaration and that we are
ready to exert every effort to bring about ‘their
practical implementation as rapidly as possible,

15, We wish we could believe that the other countries
which supported this Declaration and voted for it wers
‘ag sincers and determined in this mattex as we are.
My delegation hopes, in that ‘connexion, that the
DReclaration's appeal to the Governments of all coun~
tries concerning the vital need for the prompt achieve-
ment of general ‘and complete disarmament under
strict international control will induce the delegations

of the United States and the other Westexrn Powers to.

support that objective, whichis of the most furidamental
and vital importance; in the Eighteen-Nation Com-

mittee at Geneva. A unanimous appeal by the United

Nations cannot be permitted to remain just so mnny
eloguent but futiie words,

16. The Deolaration which has just been adopted;‘

affects not only the so-called major Powers but all
countries, whether great or small, indusirially de-
veloped or economically .less de‘qelopod since ‘the
. achievement ‘of digarmament will bring real, tangible
benefits to all countries and peoples without exception.

i7. It is, of course, not’ by chance that the Declara—

tion recognizes, on behalf of the United Nations, that

general and complete disarmament will benefit all

countries and will lead to the improvement of econo-,.

mic and social conditions throughout the werld. it
follows from'this—and my delegation censiders it its
duty to lay particular stress on this point—thet all
States must mobilize every effort to achieve a prac~
tical solution of the problem of disarmament, since
. the benefits. referred to in the Declaration. can be
obtained only through general and complete disarma-
ment, .

TN

18, Bringing disarmament nearer is our common con=
cern, the sacred obligation of all. peaue-—loving coun-

tries and peoples, ‘and the first dutv of the ‘United
Nations

19 “The Decleration which we ha"e adopted is- aleo .

important in ' that it provides a goal and a sense of
purpose -for all. countries and peoples, Another point
of great significance is that it:was drafted jointly by
the Soviet Union and the United States, that is to say,

by the’two great Powers which bear the. greatest'

responsibility for the. fate of the world

20, "It was, in’ lact an awareness of this responsi-
: bility that prompted my -delegation to join with. the

'United Statefs delegation, with a view to arriving at a,n

agreed deoinion, in preparmg a draft deolaretion
[A/5861, para, 9) in whick the viewpoluts of the
various groups of countries are taken into agoount,

21, We hope, in this connexion, thut theSoviet Union's
oonstruotive ideas for a basio economic programme
for disarmament, which are reflecied to sormq extent
in the Deolaration, will be taken into account in any
further oonsideration of this queation by United
Nations bodies, -

22, My delegation takas the adoption of this Deolara.—
tion to mean. that the Seoretary~General of the, United
Nations and the Governments of Member States,

partioular the Governments of the developing coun~
tries, will sot about the study and formulation of
speoific plans and projects conrected with the utiliza-
tion for peaceful purposes of part of the funds and
resources which will be released hy disarmament

23. We feel that the .regional economic oommissions. ,
the speoialized agencies and other appropriate United

Nations organs can be of great assistanoe to them in
this work,

24, Finally, my delegation notes with satisfaotion that
the Seoretary-General of the United Nations has been
invited to present to the Genersal Assembly, at its
next session, a report on thie: question; in. which
account is taken of any relevant projeots) and pro-
posals put forward by the Governments of economi-
cally under~developed countries. We trust that the
Seoretary-General will carry out .in a oreditable

manner the impowtant task entrusted to him by the i

General Assembly. .

> 2

25, The PRESIDENT: Wwe ‘some now to agenda itEm

88, The financial implications are oontained ta-the

repert’ of the Fifth Corfimittse [A/5875], A'number of
reprosentatives ‘have‘asked to wake explanatiéi*ﬁis of
wote before \mting

26. Mr. AYARI (Tunisia): Before votmg on the drart ‘

resolution on' population growth and economic de-
velopment [A/5354], I would like to state, for the last

time, the meaning and the foundation of our: draft

resolution‘as an explanation of vote, |

27. In her recent book Economic Phi.osophy. the
famous economist Jozn:Robinson 1/ gives one of the
best syutkeses and exposés of the’ coatroversial

problems which are raised by this question of popu- ¥

lation, and T would like to quote from thie ‘hook, Mrs
Robinson states
"The question of population raises muoh emotion
and touches on such deeply rooted’ oomplexes that
logic plays very little part in thediscussion, and the -
above simple pointis often overlooked or evendenied,

"Orthodox . uatholioism and orthodox Marxism:
agree .in protesting that there is no such thing as a'

population  problem,. and it would be poseible to=

understand the religious argument if it ran thus:
the explosion of population now going:on is causing.

great misery. in very many lives and preventing.

Coam

very  many from attaining modest comfort, but con-: -

traception is a sin. It is wrong to help others to.
cormmit sins, even if they are not” Christians. and'

‘avoiding misery is no excuse, ' - g
! -wThe Fasclsts advanced the thiesis that with every.

-‘mouth -God sends a pair of hands. The conclusion 1s

this: true enough but He does not send a combine~
harvester." o - .

_./ Joan Robinson, Economic Philosom Chicago. Aldine, 1962. s

S
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During the long debate On this question in the Second
Committee we endeavoured to explain why, as long as
this pair of hands remain without any productive tools,
without this combine haryester, it is likely that these
new mouths will have to rely on charity to be fed,

28, An inoreasing population, indeed, might beé a
olessing and a continuous stimulus for demand and,

thus, for investment and general welfare, We admif

this, but we believe that there is no such thing as an

optimum rate of population in general nor a permanent:

problem of population. We hope that we have olearly

shown that we stand firmly behind those who disregard

Malthus' prophecies as well as neo-Malthusiax
theories, : Loy

1

29, However, nobody is moxreaware thanweare of thé

faot that it is the inadequate allocation of wealth and
resoul-ces throughout the world, the accumulation of
unused surpluses, the slow rate of sccumulation of
capital, the former, and still prevailing, colonil

‘exploitation, which gives a dramatic significance to the

rate of g;;ow{h of the population of many deveIOping
[ N

30, .Today, We know that 1o philanthropy nor stagnant
gtate, -of affairs in the ‘J}'estern industrialized
economies, nor even our ternig of trade and conditions
of exchange could be incentives to stimulate capital
accumulation and to create new opportunities for the
developing eoonomiee.

3k Yet the traditional rules of the game have
ohe,nged International economic co-operation has
givan birth to new hopes for those countries which
woild have starved had the rule of maximura profit
contiriuédi "to ke the only law for investment, More-
over, regional economic integration or association
might alsc increefse opportunities for investment in
the developing nations, Yet, weare far from the: objec-
tives, We think it is our duty, as developing couniries,
to-understand cléarly’ that no-miracle can happen by
int€rnational or regioiial co-operation. Theincentives
provided by international or:regional bodies are likely
to disappear in a very shont time if we coptinue to
ignore the. components of our internal. weakness, ifwe

try to hide our problems behind conventions which stand

as obstacles in the way of our rapid development,

32, 'Today, I doubt that any responsible economist in

"Agia, Africa or Latin America could afford to treat

population as one of those statistical data, oneof those

‘unchanging factors which imposes itself ipon our

actioxz. No one could seriously do this.

33 In answering certain observations raised during
the debate in the Second Committee, I had the oppor-
tunity to. explain how twenty=five years of researchand
experience in the field-of economic development have
définitely established that the population variable is
recessarily inside the model of growth, not outside;
that no one could expect a steady and satisfactory

rateof grovrth as long as the'discrepancy betweén

p population growth and capital rate accumulation grows

ever wider ‘and wider/, As long as the expected rate of
investment and capital in our countries is far below the

" rate.of ludrease of population, as long-ag we turn to

the international Qrganization and to the“individual
countries which help us to emerge from our back-

warcness, it is logical that we should be given the
" right {o explain our problem here and to try to find a
solution to it in co-operation with all of you. ‘

Goneral Aesembly — Saventeenth Session — Plenary Mee*ix.gs

34, I appeal to those cauntries from the developing
areas, and espeoially from Africa, to-evaluate these
arguments and ‘to “understand that neither *the
Scandinavian sountries nor - the African or Asian
countries which are co-sponsoring this resolutionare
defending ‘partioular or selfieh interests. We rather

wnd. to. bring to the attention of those who ave
heiﬁing‘ us, at all levels, that we are fully aware
of all our problems and that we intend to face them

&b any price, We ocannot be blamed for our courage,

36, It is with this hope that Y recommend that the
resolution e adopted unanimously by the General
Assembly.'

38, Mr./ BERNARDO (Argentina) {translated f. om
Span.sh). Since my delegation olearly established (s
position on this item Curing tha debate in the Second
Committee, we do not consider it necessary now to
stress our view that the United Nations is not coms
pstent to deal ‘with the item in the form and scope
glven it in the memorandum from. the Swedish and
Danish Governments 2/ requesting its inclusion in the
agenda of the sixteenth regular session of the General
Assembly, oo

37. 'The draft resolution submitted this year and the
supporting state\nents by its sponsors definitely con=

firm the fact that what is involved is the introduction
of.birth control methods through the technical assis=
tance services of ithe United Nations; this is incom=
patible with the neutral character of this Organization,
not only because it poses religious -moral and political
problems hut algo~and above all—because it appears

. to conflict with the conclusions of econom‘c and demo-

graphic science, which show, as e&perts have re-
peatedly made clear, that population gre: ~%h, far from
being detrimental to economic deveIOpment actually

promotes it.
\

38, The”resolution adopted by the Committee would
have represented a sound compromise if it had simply
requested the Secretary-General to conduct an inquiry.
among Governments concerning the problems con-
fronting them as a result of the reciprocal action of
economic development and population changes and
recommended that the Economic and Social Council
ghould intensify its studies on the interrelationship of -
population growth' and economic and social develop-
ment. However, since there is also a recommendation
that the Council should report on its findings to the
General Assembly, it seemed obvious—and still seems
o in our opinion—that the Assembly cannot andshould;
not take any initiative or action whatsoever on this'
problem until the inquiry and studies have been com=
pleted and their results are awvailable. To act other<
wise-would be to prejudge those resuits.

39. However, vnthout awaiting the findmgs, the spon-‘
sors of the draft resolution have introduced ' into.
operative paragraph 6 the idea—purporting to repre=
gsent the view of the P0pv[lat1on Commigsion—that the
United Nations should provide technical-assistance in
controlling populatiqn growth, Although the wordingof

.the paragraph is vagué and confused, the interpretation

placed oOn it-by its sponsors; particularly by the répre~
sentative of Sweden inher statément: before the
Committee ‘[874th meeting] at-the end of the general‘
debate, ‘leaves no “room- for: doubt’ concerning, it

purpose. Paragraphs 5 6 and 7 on page 6 of the;

2/ Official Records of “ the of ' thie. General Assembly. Sixteenth Session.: :

_Afinexes, ag agenda item 84, document A /4849,

'
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Swediah representative's speech’-are partioularly
{lluminating in that regard,

40, The sporehensions to which operative parsgraph
6 gave rige in the Second Committee became apparent
whan a vote was taken on the four~-Power amendment
[A/5354, para. §] galling for its deletion, which was
rejected by only 82 votes to 30, with a large number
of abatentions. The résolution as a whole was adopted
by only 43 votes to 14, with 42 abstentions, which
shows that a majority of the delegations did not share
the views of its.sponsors.

1. In our opinion, paragraph 6 of the draft resolution
now hefore the Assembly is incompatible withthe rest
of that document and introduces an element of con=
fusion which should be avoided in resolutions as
important as this one. We.agree with the representa~
tive of Lebanon, Mr. Hakim [§74th meeting], that it is
not for the General Assembly to endorse the views of
a technical body composed of experts who are acting

as individuals and not as representatives of Govern=

ments, Above all, however, we maintain that para-
graph 6 does not reflect the views of the Population

Commission as expressed at its eleventh regular‘

session and that the scope and’ interpretation given
that paragraph by the sponsors’aré entirely foreign
and contrary to what is said in the report of the
Commission, &/ Indeed, the docurnent on which the
Swedish representative's statement was based is the
draft report of the Population Commission,&/ inpara-
graphs 12-16 of which the "objectives of the United

Nations™ are defined, ‘There is no reference whatever -

in these paragraphs to technical assistance -in the
demographic  field; that subject is considered
separately in section VI of the report, which was
circulated as addendum 2 to the original document.

42, During its discussions, the Commission also had
before it the report of the Secretary-General, 3/ in
which the "objectives and accomplishments “of the
- United Nations in the field of population™ are summed
up. through the statements previously made in that
regard by the members of the Commission. -

43, In presenting this document at the 147th meeting, ,

the Secretary of the Population Commisgsion pointed
out that one delegation in the General Assembly had

challenged the approach taken by the United Nations-

in the field of population. At the same meeting, Mr.

Benjamm, the United Kingdom representative, stated-‘

L examining the world demographlc situation .
.and the data .available to it, the Commission had to,
follow a somewhat delicate policy, It should refrain
from imposing any strong suggestions as to Govern=
ment policies. It should remain neutral in that

regard ..."

Endorsing that view, Mr. Tsao, the representative

of China, stated at the same meeting

7... the Commission should maintain its neutrality;:

with regard to Government demographic policies;

* bearing in mind- the different religious,-social-and.
“higtorical traditions of ‘the various countries; The:

-Commission :could only encourage countries tv take

-8tock of ‘their demographic problems and improve

;rtheir knowledge of demographic tre nd:. *o

_./ Ofiicinl Records of the Economic andsociui/Council, Th m-ﬁrsr

‘Sesslon, Sumlement No. .
4/ E/eN9/LaL, ’

5/ B/ON.9/158 and Corrals

- or on/the last part of that paragraph—-the partc

44. Mr, Sauvy of France, Mr. Taohi of Japan and
others concurred in this view: At the 148th meeting,
Mr, Rodriguez Fabregat of Uruguay stated:

" mA body such as the Population Commission ...
should emphasize the fact that the solution was to
improve economic.conditions rather than to allow
them to dictate what the size of the population should:
-be. It should not be forgotten.that the world was
passing through a periodof incredibly rapid develop=-
ment and change, In such a period, the Malthusian
theories no longer held true, The new~born child
" should be regarded not as an extra mouth to feed,
but as an additional mind and an additional pair of
hands which could make a contribution to the pro-
grees of mankind, The answer to demographic
pressures had to be sought in economic expansion;
forecasting population of the world in twenty or
forty years' time was an exercise in vacuo unless-it
was related to the growth of the economic potential.
Ho was concerned over the statement in paragraph
12 of the Report of the Secretary-General®/ that
each Government must decide for itself wlether
or not any measures should be takenfor the purpose
- of modifying the trends of population’, because he
was not in favour of any special ineasures designed
to modify demographic trends.” .

45. This draft report was considered at the 158th.
and 159th meetings of the Population Commission, At
the latter meeting, paragraphs 9, 10 and 11 were
amended so as to eliminate anythingthat might commit
the Commission to a particular viewon the question ‘of
population growth. Pardgraphs 12 Yo 14 were adopted

“without discussion, but' paragraph 15 was the subjéct of

two amendments, the second of which was proposed
by Mr, Berg Nielsen of Norway, who observed at'the -
159th meeting that "it would be appropriate for the"
report to include a reference to the United Nations:

technical assistance programme in the field of popus ..

lation in the section on objectivés as well as in the
section on accomplishments®, S

46. The CHAIRMAN then suggested "that the

Norwegian representative's proposals might ‘be em=

bodies in a sentence to the'effect that technical aseist-

3

ance’ was ° a particularly ‘appropriate means of "=

achieving the objectives of ‘the United Nations in the
population field™, and 1t was so agreed

47. It will be noted that there is & wide® gap between ‘

this background material and the text of paragraph .15
of :the final report of the Population ‘Commission, as-
well a8 between ‘these ‘documents’ and the' 'way in ‘which',
they are quoteh‘ﬁ and interpreted by the" sponsors of -
the draft resolution now before us. In order to pre-
serve the seriousness. and accuracy that - should

characterize decisions of ‘the ‘Assembly, we feel that: ‘

paragraph” 6 of the resolution recoramended: by ‘tHe

Committee should be deleted However, ‘We are pre= -

pared, in a spxrit* of compromise, to, accept any
suggestion ' mvolvmg the deletion of at’ least the last’
part of the paragraph We also feel that' this'is an’
important question, as the sponsor ‘of the- resolution
have contended, and.we shall support any request that

it should be ‘treated as such in conformity with” he o

decisions ofthe Assembly. :

‘48 In the event that the Assembly decides“ as
hope o1t will ‘to take: a geparate vote on paragraphvs

taining ‘the misleading reference to United- Nat
TomE o S '
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technieal anistanoe for population 2 projects-our
, delepation will vote againgt the paragraph or the part
thereof,-and if the result of the vote is unfavourable
from,sour point of view, we shall, to our regret, be

obiiged to vote against'ihe resolution as a whole,
49, Mr. VIAUD (France) (translated from French): I

shall spare the General Asserably this evening a recital
of our man; objettions to the draft resolution [A/5354]
now before us,” which we discussed in detail in the
Second Committee,’ .

50, The debates on this draft resolution have been
long and difficult, M,;( delegation joined with the dele-~
gations of Spdin, Gabon, .Lebanon, Liberia and Spain
- in submitting a series of amendments [A/5354, paras,
6 .and 11}, and I must say, ir fairness to the sponsors
of the original draft resolution [ibid., para. 3], that
all but one of these amendments were adopted; the -
_sole exception, unfortui: -tely, was the most important'
“‘one 'of "all: that which concerned’ operative _paragraph
6 ,of the draft resolution [ibid,, para, 9(f)]. We cannot
accept. paragraph 6 iii ils present form; to be more
specific, we woild like to delete tle iinal part, in
which it is’ suggested that the United Nations should
give technical assistance, as requested by Govern=
ments, for national projects and programmes dealing
with the prob‘ems of pOpuiation.

51, Why are we opposedtothe use of technical assist=
ance funds to help Governments which wish to do so
to control changes. -in .their national population? A
number of arguments can ‘be put forward in support
of our’ stand: the fact that technical assistance. funds
are limited, the fundamental .objections which many
Governments have to the utilization of their con=
tributions fo?this purpose, and the existence of other
techmcal assistance projects. which are perhaps more
urgent T shall not dwell on. these points, although for
many. of us. they touch a.special chord, I prefer this.
evening .to draw your attention to the simple fact
that in paragraph 3 of this very.same dratt resolution
the General Assembly :

: Q"Reguests the . Secretary-General to conduct an

., ingadry among the Governments of States Members.
o ,of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies
. concerning the particular problems donfronting them
. as’a result of the reciprocal action of eccnonuc
‘ development and population changes. "

52, Similarly, in paragraph 4'of the draft resolution,

"the General Assembly recommends: that the.Economic:

and ,Social ‘Council and.its subsidiary bodies, inparti-

sGularrthe, Ponulation: Commission, should intensify

their ‘studies ‘and research on population problems,

taking“into account -the results of the inquiry to be
‘ conducted by the. Secretary-General

N

‘ 53 .,,,;The purpose ‘of all this preliminary work is to
© prepare '8 “gound, objer'tive ‘bagig . for subsequent
o activities of the United Nations with regard to pop"la-

unds for a pu v ‘ose which is not yet generally approved,.

;insplred it.,

décides to allecate technical assistance

our” primary—l would even say our vital—concern is
that the General Assembly should conoentrate. this

time, on the inquiries and studies which it regards as

necessary, At the same time, however, we agskit most
earnestly to defer taking a deciaion on-this problem
which does not appear to command the unanimous
support of the General Assembly,

55. - It 1s for this'reason that we associate ourselves
with the delegations which are asking for a separate
vote on the final part of paragraph 6, starting with the
words "and that the United Nations glve technical
assistance ...", 50 that we cantake a separate decision
on this passage without causing the rest of the draft
resolution to suffer.

56. Mr. BELAUNDE (Peru) (translated from Spanish)
Although I did not participate in the interesting dis-
cussion that took place in the Second Committee when
this item was being considered its intrinsfc import-
ance is s0 great, and=in the forminwhich it"has been
presented, at least as regards operative paragraph 6
of the draft resolution—it raises such serious proh-
lems with respect to what we might call the compe-
tence and scrupulousness with which ithe General
Assembly should congider these matters, that I have
felt it my duty=iny unavoidable duty—~to present an
explanation of my vote, as the representatives off
Argentina and France have done..

57, 1 approach this item with the profound respect

that must always be shown for the problems of life,

Albert Schweitzer, the philosopher and philanthropist,
whom we all admire, has saidthatlife i sacred. Life,

is moreover, a great mystery, and all phenomeni
relating to its origin, development and manifestations
must be treated with the utmost delicacy. This is not
a_matter of dogmatism, as some believe. It is simply
a question of pondering the seriousness cf the problem
and the' difficulties involved in'solving it,- °

i

b

-

58.. Every problem has an economic, a legal anda

moral aspect. There are schools of thought that seek
to simplify problems, reducing them to their simplest
expression, in the belief that they are simply moral,
simply religious, simply legalistic or, sadder yet,
simply.-economic. -Every :human.problem has these
three aspects, and when the United Nations approaches .
such a problem it has no right to disregard any of its
facets. This is not prejudice, sentnnentalit} or re=
ligious -dogmatism; it is pure logic, reflecting 2 con=
gciousness of reality as a whole, In the name:of logic
and of an awareness of reality, we maintain that a
resolution inspired by the very nobleaim of examining
the impact of population growth on economic develop=
ment and that of economic: development on'population
growth calls' for thorough study, full analysis and

exhfustive research, And such was the purpose of the -

draft resolution and the spirit which to some extenv

59, We do not know encugh about these population‘. '

problems. Many péople-believe that-if the population

-is- limited by mechanical means a better distribution

of wealth -will: thereby ‘be: achieved.: But are we cer-
tain that -if the populationis, limited, wealth ‘will not

decreéase ?:How ican we plumb the mystery ofthose. who e

has ‘been able to'solve the mystery of ‘how that po "
is created, It appears in mysterious fashicn, some-"'
times in an era of national decline. It ‘appears at~

might: have. lived -but remained unborn? How: can wev E
‘be. certain that, they would not have brought with them

a new: meesage for. mankind? Ou{ greatest resource»-
" i§.the_inventive power.of man; and to this day rio'one .




1197th meeting — 18 December 1962

- 1176

* moments of despair but often fails to appear at
moments of hopefulness,

60, The phenomenon of life cannot be treated lightly.
It is our duty to study the moral aspect of the problem,
Do we know what moral consquences may flow from
population control measures which assume thatbiolo-
gical funotions are performed without any responsi-
bility, without regard for even the moral responsibility
of prooreation and the need to perpetuate the species?

61. Do we know what effect a wide=spreadtendency to
interfere with the normal genetic processes through
so-called population control measures would have on
the very spirit of future generations? Is it’necessary
to recall the example of Rome and of other great
empires which declinedspiritually and herce in culture

and productivity? Is it necessary to recall here that’
cultural development is indisgolubly linked with econo-
mic activity? I do not wish to cast aspersions on any
people, past or present. Every personality is sacred.
However, historians are well aware that attempts‘to
assume responsibility for the genetic processes have
brought about the collapse of civilizations.

62. Thus, in the faceof a problem of this kind it would
be absurd to Tely solely on superficial ‘studies of
znathematical charts showing production and population
growth, There is something here that goes much
deepar and that must be studied,

63. That is why, as the representatives of France
and’, “at gentina have very appropriately recalled, the
Comu. ttee's draft resolution refers to the.. torth-
coming ‘World Population Conference and Asian . +0pU=,
lation Conference and states that they "might throw
new light on the importance of this problem®". In
other words, ‘the sponsors of the draft resolution are
themselves aware that the problem has to be studied
in a new light.

64, And what is the: meaning of the other paragraph
_ Buggesting that the Secretariat should encourage and
assist Governments-in undertaking exhaustive studies
of the population. problem? Operative paragraph 3
reads as fOilOWS'

"Reguests the Secretary-General to_conduct’ an
.inquiry: among the Governments ‘of States Members
of the United Nations and of the speciahzed agencies
concerning the particular problems confronting them,
a8 a result of the reciprocal action of economie
: development and population changes," ;

€5, And 80, without even awaiting the results of this

. inquiry, are we toadopt inan oblique, indirect manner,:
indeed- almost by stealth, an extiimely serious de=
cision. to extend United Nations- technigal assistance
to: projects with which we are not acquamted and for:

which we are not m a pOSItlon to .assume responsi=
bility? - i L R

66, Finally, 1t is recommended that the Economic
and:. Social . Council:' should: report to the General-
) Assembly. Yet we; are.-about to take a drastic step
before that report is submitted' L R .

‘‘‘‘‘‘

b7 o I appeal to the (:eneral Assembly. My age and the
years. I have. devoted to sez;vmg the United Nations
may. provide an excuse for £ e passion, ‘whose warmth -
‘makes,.. no less” smcere, honourable and just thh

which am participatmg in thl? debate. 3

’ 68 ., Until the Secretary-General submits his reports

. '73. Mrﬂ. ‘HAKIM (Lebanon) After the eloquent state ‘

OOnduots his inquiries, until the ELonomic and-' ° ‘-votn.g.

Social Council submits ifs ‘report, until we have the
regults of the World Population. Conference, how can
we possibly decide thet technical assistance should

. be provided to Governments? Why should the United
~ Nations commit itself indirectly? Why should it signa

blank cheque and give an implicit, roundabout indircot
endorsement in the last part of an operative paragraph?

69, The United Nations may at times make mistakes
in resoluticns dealing with vconomic matters. It may
arrive at political compromi /es which are perhaps not
very laudable, Howover\the United Nations must re-,
spect the moral objections which every Government is-
fully entitled to raise. Any Government may take any
measure that dt pleasés in the exercise of its
govereignty and on its. own reésponsibility, but’ no
Government has the right to irvolve another Govern
ment in a policy which is mistaken. falge, 1ll-con-

ceived or contrary tothe conscience or to the interests f b

of that other Government or to the respon'-uble
character and august reputation of the United Nations.
What is ‘at stake, (\hen, is more than a meve para—
graph in ‘a resolution,

70, Accordingly, my delegation, assomating itself
with ,the statements of the French .and Argentine
delegations, emphatically maintains’ that the final.
part of operative paragraph 6 of the draft resolution
brings about “a- radical change in the, spirit and even_
the ‘letter of the draft. resolution and. is a matter-of
far-reaching importance; . since )*«Aimphes United.
Nations endorsement .0f measuresyith which we are
not acquainted .and which we have not studied, At the
same time, my delegation requests a separate. voto
on this part of the draft resolution. I should ike to
point out that strict application of the fules of pro=-.
cedure requires a two-thirds majority for its retens:
tion, My delégation hereby states that if this provision
is retained it will find itSelf in the unhappy posrtion of
havmg to vote against the resolution.,

71. 1 appeal to all countries which w1shto retain their
national personality—and acountry!s personality com=.
prises not.only™its political sovereignty but also its
culture, its traditions and:its outlook:on.life~not'to-
votefor a provision which compromises the:honour and.:

respons1ble character of the Umted Nations General»—»
Assembly. P B S F AR NI

72 Thé PHESIDENT: The delegationAof France has®

M,

. =,paragraph 6 which states- g

.asked for a separate vote on the latter part of Opera- )

R P and that* the Umted Nations give technical
a351stance as requestedby Governments, for: natlonal
projects and programmes dealmg mth the problems

.. of population;" . N

and the representatlve of Peru has proposed that this :

be. regarded 89S an 1mportant question.
4 .‘7;

ments wé have heard from the. representative of Peru;: 5

I-think T do.not need to:argue long'in proposing: that )
" this question be ‘considered: an important: guestidn:"

under rule 87«‘ of- the rules of procedure. Rule. 87
tes & e PESES RN

: other than those prov1ded for ‘in tule 85, Amclud\mg -

the “determination : of «additional categories of ques=: g

-

- tions to'be decided by.a two-thirds majority, shal
be made by a'vma;.ority of the *Meinbers present
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‘ 74, Rule 85 gives & iist of fiuestions on. whioh dam
cisions shall ho made by a twasthixds majority, How=
ever, .under rule 87 the Assembiy may decide by a
simplé rmajority that any question befcre 1t is an
fmportant one and requires a twosthirds majority.
Alveady the representative of Argentina and, just be=

fore I spoke, the representative of Peru have asked -

that this question should be vonsidered an important
question. Not only do Iagrae with them, but I should
like to give the reasons why my delegation also ba-
lieves that this question of population growth and
eognomic development should be consideres by the
Genernl &ssembly as an important one,

" 7B.-%-recognize the fact that, usually, questions

*'ela*ing to economic matters are not so congidered and,
in any csse, the problem does not arise because moat
of the dvaft resoclutions are approved unanimeisly in
Committee and again unanimously in plenary session.
Even in those cases where unanimity does not exist,
the majority is so overwhelmingthat the question does
not arise whether a simple maju ity or a two-thirds
majority is required. But in this particular instance
we have heard how important the relationghip bew

tween population growth and economic development is.

and what important aspects - of life it involves. It
involves mora}, cultural and fun:iamental questions in

- the life of peoples. We have to recogrize that many

people have very deepconvictions regarding this ques-

*tion of control of population growth, on the limitation

of births and on family planning, This matter relates

~ to some of the most fundamental aspeits of human
' ife and, in our opinien, it must be considered an im-

portant question under our rules of procedure,

76. Of course, the draft resolutionbefore us [A/5354]
mentions certaiiz studies to e made, but it does make
important pronouncemeats about the very fundamental
relationship that exists between' population growthand
economic development. In paiticular,. paragraph 6
containe a proposal to endorse the view of the
Population Commission that the United Nations should

: give technical asazistanceas g:equested by Governments

for national projects and programmes dealing withthe
problems of pepulation, I think that this view which,
to my mind, is not substantiated, nor has-it been
investigated with adequate thoroughness, is a most
important view on which the Asgembly cannot pro-

nounce itself without getting involved in matters of

great significance for Governments and peoples -all
over the world, In fact, if the Unitad Nations were to
put itself on record as favouring technical agsistance
for projects and programmes leading to the limitation
‘of populations, of births, and of the size of families, it
would be risking its prestige in a matter which is a
most serious one for peoples of many cultures and of

. different parts of the world

7. In this connexion I would add that-at the sixteenth
session [1084th meeting] the President of the General

- Assembly, Mr, Mongi Slim, made a“ruling that the

» question. of population growth was an important ques-

tion: which requited a two-thirds majority, I am not
asking for'a ruling from you, Mr. President; I am
Simply acking that you put to the vote this proposal

" and-that'the Assenibly decide by a simple majority,

under rule 87; that the question before us ig an im-
portan, question\\requiring a two-thirds majority

© 78, . Mr, MALM (Sweden) The draft resolution: con-\

_ -cerning the item "Populatior growth and economic de=
ve10pment" which is nowbefore the Assembly.[A/5354)

el st e i e

was adopted by the Second Committee after a: full

PR

débate In which many delegations .explained their
views ‘on the .subject. The draft resolution is the re-
pult of sincere efforts to arrive at a compromise
which would be acceptable to the General Assembly,
During the discussions in the Committes, the sponsors
accepted several amendments, The final text was
adopted by g, substantial majority aftar a number of
separate votes had been taken, As the Swedish delega~
tion sees it, the text is now quite well balanced, It
would he uhfortunate to dlsfigure it by the exolusion of
any paragraph, -

79. Operative paragraph 6 of the firaft resolution en~
dorges a statemcat by the Popuation Commission
congerning the intevests and objentives of the United
Nations in the field of papulation. This statement is
included in the yeport of the eleventh session of the
Commission and constitutes, according to paragraph
14 of the report, a summing up of the views of the
Commission in this respect, N.-doubt should exist
regarding the valldity of official reports by ovgans of
the United Nations, I should like to repeat here that, -
according to the opinion of ths original sponsors of
the draft resolution, neithexr operative paragraph 6, -
nor any other paragraph, oreates any collective
responsibilities—-moral, finanocial or other-for States
Membaers which are not interested in the subjeot
matter of these paragraphs.

80, On bebalf of the original sponsors of the draft
resolution, I wish to oppose the motion to apply the
two-thirds majority rule to the item, We have al-
ways beoen of the opinion that the population guestion
is important, in the same manner as other questions
concerning economic ' development which are dealt
with in the Second Committee are important. However,

9]

‘Second Committee items are not enumerated in

‘Article 18, paragraph 2, of the United Nations Charter
as: questions on which deoisions shall be takenby a -
two-thirds majority. It is true that the Assembly may,
according to Article 18, paragraph 9, decide that
additional questions require a two<thirds majority,
Such decisions have been taken by the General Asseme
bly mainly concerning items which had important poli-
tical aspects. On 14 December 1962 [1193rd meeting]-
the Assembly .took ‘the exceptional step. of deciding
that a two-thirds majority was required for a Second
Committee item, namely, the question of permanent
sovereignty over natural resources. Here, however,
the Assembly was called upon to adopt a-declaration
on far-reaching principles of international co-opera=
tion, 4 declaration with important legal and political
aspects. The item on population growth and economic:
development has no such aspeots; it merely-drings.to a
focus ‘certain aspects of those development problems
which' are normally the subject of discussions in.the:
Second Committee, My delegation would consider it
anomalous and an unfortunate precedent if the Assem=
bly .were to decide that the two-thirds majority rule
should be applied in this case.

81, It is, I must say, somewhat surprising, also, that
the proposal to apply the two-thirds majority rule has’
been presented here .by the representatives of-
Argentina, Peru and Lebanon. Their- delegations
were among those who, during last year's Assembly,"

considered that the population item was not animpor-° -
tant question, even on the agenda of the Second Com=

mittee., Thus; it. seems impossible to accept the -

- suggestion that the population item is of such'an ex=

traordinary nature that it. must be singled out from
othér development questions and be subjeottothe two-
thirds majority rule. AR .

o
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| 82, Consequently, my delegation will vote againgtthe
proposal of the representatives of Peru. Argentina
and Lebanon,

83, Mr. MALHOTRA (Nepnl) The issue before us is
gortalnly important, As a matter of fact, in our view,
it deals with one aspect, perhaps one of the most
important aspeots, of the whole problem of economic
and social development of the under-developed coun-
tries: namely, the queation of the rate of their econo-
mic: and social development in relation to their rates
of population growth.

84, This question is one with whichthe United Nations,
in particular, and the whole United Nations family, has
heen concerned over the past number of years, and
with’ which, indeed, it will be concerned for several
years to come. The whole problem of the economic
and social development of' developing: countries: has
assumed greater significance in this decade of de=-
velépment, particularly in view of the fact that the
General Agsembly set thn target, at its sixteenth
session, that each developing country should achieve
a 5 per cent per annum rate of growth in its national
income [resolution {171C. (XVD)]. It is exactly in rela-
tionship to this concept of this desirable and minimum
rate of ‘growth that the question of the lnterrelation-r
ship of the rates of population’ growth in a given
country, with respect to the rate of its economic and
social growth, assumes greatest significance striotly
in an economic sense. This is exactly the issun ‘with
which the draft resclution of the Second Committee,
now before thé Assembly [A/5354], deals.

85, .1t is only appropriate that, after having decided
upon the minimum desirable rate of growth that each
developing country should achieve at the end of the
present decade, the Assembly should give closer
examination to the whole question of the rate of growth
in the per caput-income in each developing country—a
question tHaE cnn hardly be discussed withdut reference
to the rate of population growth inthegiven developing
- country, |

86, It is, thereéfore, certainly a very important
question, But thdt is not the reason why the represen-
tative-of Argentina, and others who have opposed the
draft resolution, have asked for a two-thirds majority
vote for adoption of the draft resolution by the
Assembly, It is their preoccupation with mattersthat,
in our view, ‘dre extranéous to the purpose and intent
of the draft resolution that impels us to oppose their
motion for a vote by two-thirds majority.

_ 87. We oppose their motion on the basis of a simple
~argument which, we hope, will appeal to every objec~
tive mind here, It is this:’issues that are decided

in the Assembly by a simple majority are not’

necessarllyf unimportant issues; andl issues of econo=
mic development are certainly very important issues,
partlcularly to developing countries like my own; and
these issues have normally beendecidedonby a mmple

majority vote. We do notsee any reasonwhy the,parti=

cular draft resolutmn before us. should be regarded
as different from ali those that have preceded it and
should requxre a two-thirds major1ty vote,

/‘ 88, My delegation sincerely hopes that representa-'

"tives will maintain the same ‘objectivity about the true

purpose of the draft resolution and” will. not let
extraneous factors enter 1n)f'\their judgement of-its
intrinsic merits or demerxts, evenwhentney arevoting
on- procedural issues‘ regarding the’ adoptlon of the
¢ draft resolution by the Assembly, : :

'93. Although I

' 04,

1177

89. The draft resolution now hefore us has been
recommended by the Second Cominittee and certainly
no longer belongs to the original spongors, But in so

. far as attempts have been made here to.sow=-if I may
use the term——seeds of doubt inthe Assembly about its

intent and purpose, may I, as one of the original
sponsors of the draft resolution, say herethat it means
exaotly what it says: namely, it is directed towards a
more intensive study and aralysis of the interrelation=
ship between population growth and economic develop-
ment, This phrase occurs and recurs throughout the
toxt of the draft resolution, and, lndeed, nowherein the
text has population growth be(;n mentioned inisolation
from its significance in relation to the broader issue-
of economic_and social developments ofthe, developing
countries. It is this broader aspect that is at issue
here, and not the isolated issue of population’ growth,
Put differently, the aspect of population growth that is
brought before us in the draft resolutlon is only the
economic aspect.

90, The representative of Peru has rlghtly said in-
his statement that which my owndelegation has always
said in the Second Committee, that the question of
population growth, like indeed any other question, has
gseveral aspects—among them legal, political and
moral-besides .economic and social aspects. But, in
the draft resolution, it is only with the economic and
social aspects that we are concerned. The conse~
quences that may follow from a study of;the economic
and social aspects of the population growth may, ine
deed, again have moral, political, and seyveral other

aspects. But that should really be the concern of the -

Government,, which, alone, will have to be the sole
judge of what aetion to undertake, or what con-
clusions to draw, from the results of the studies> Te=
ferred to and sought in the draft résolution,

91.  May I humbly submiit, it is not for us here to
decide what action Governments should undertake on
the basis of objective demographic studies made by
the United Nations. It is-for the Governments ¢one-

cerned to do so, and the draft resolution nakes %

very clear, in its fourth’ and eighth preambular para=-
graphs, and again in operative paragraph 6, to which
s0 much objection has been raised, - .

.o

92. Why should we prejudge the issues or conse-

at the specific request of Governments coincerned, as
has been envisaged inoperative paragraph 6 of the draft

' resolution? My delegation is a bit dismayed that certain

delegations have chosen to read into operative para-
graph 6 approval for measures for birth control and
so forth. . .

)

may I assure the delegations concerned, and the
Assembly in general, that the ariginal co-sponsors
of the draft resolution, mcludmg my own delegation,
have not approached the is&ue of the interrelationship.
between populatlon growth- and economic and social

development in any preconceived manner,,and sm- :

cerely felt that this prerogative for each country, in”
the .context.'of its own culture, religion  and dits
stage of economic development, Should rést with the:

» Government. of the country concerned and that the

Assembly  should not attémpt “to read into the draft
resolution that which the co-sponsors d1d nottmtend
to mean in the flrst plaoe.

I hope,bthe Assemblyv in its collectwe and ob="
jective w1sdom, will keep this. uppermost in tmrnd

can. speak fot my delegatmn only,

_ quences before studies have been undertaken, again, -



[

RoN{-Be

Gonoral Aaaembly - Seventoonth Saggion ~ Plonary Meounga

while wvoting on the procedural lssuo hefore us, ns
well as the substance of the draft resolution itself,

95. “The Prosident: We shall pow proteed to the
vote, The first question I shall put to the vote is the
proposal that. this be declared an important question,
A roll-call vote hag been requested, -

A vote was taken by roll-call, ‘
Jordan, having heen dirawn by lot by the Px‘esxdent,
was called tpon to vote Hrst,

In favour: Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mada=
gascar, Notherlands, Nigerir, Paraguyy, Peru,
Philippines, Portugal, Rwands, Senegal, Spiin, Trinidad
and Tohago, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Upper
Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Axgenting, Austria,
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chiza, Colombln, Caongo (Lenpoldville),
Czechos! ovakia, Dahomey, Dominican Repubilic,
Ecuader, El Salvador, Finland, France, Hailti,
Honduras, Ireland, Israel, ltaly.

Agaiast; Jordan, Libya, Mali, Morvcco, Nepal,
Norway, Pakistan, Saudi Arabis, Slerra Leone, Sadan,
Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab
Republic, Yugoslavia, Algeria, Ceylon, Costa Rics,
Cyprus, Denmark, Ghane, Gregce, Guinea, Iceland,
Iraq.

Abstainj,ng Laos, Mexico, Mongolia, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Panama, Poland Romaniq, Tanganyika,
Thailand, Togo, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repubiic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Afghanistan,
. Albania,  Australia, Bulgaria, Burmsa, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia,
Cnnada, Chile, Cuba, Ethiopia, Federation of Malays,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Japan,

T4he proposal was adopted by 42 votes to 26, with
'82 abstentions.

96, The PRESIDENT The Assembly has therofore
deciar ed that this is an lmportant question, requiring
a two-thirds majority.

97. We shall now proceed to the vote on the draft
resolution. [A/6354]. The delegation of France has
asgked for a separate vote on the lastpart of operative
paragraph §, that is, the following words: "and that the
United Nations give technical agsistance, as requested
by"Governments, for national projects and programmes
dealing- with the probiems of population”, I shall now
put those words to the yote. A roll-call vote has bee
requested.

A, vote was taken by roll~call. ’ ‘
Thailand having been drawn by Iot by the President,

" was caIIr‘d upon to vote first,

In favour; Thailand Tumsxa,’rurkey,Uganda United
- Arab Republic, United Kingdom. of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, Upper Volta,.Yugoslavia, Algez:la,
Australia, Burundl Ceylon, Chile, Costa Rice, Cyprus;
Denmark, Federation of Malaya, Finland, Ghana,
Greece Gumea, Iceland, India, Irag, Japan,:- Ltbya,

s Maliy Morocco Nepal New aealand Norway, Paklstan

Saudi Arabia, Swedm_ ,

A Agamst' Trlmdad and Tobago, Uruguay Venezuela, ‘

eArgentina, Auetrla, Belgium, » Bolivia,  Brazil,
Cameroon, Central” African Republ;c, Chad, China,
. Colombia,

Congo, (Leopoldvzlle),\ uzechoslovakla,~’
Dahomey, Domimcan ‘Republic, Ecua>dor, El Salvador,‘
~ France, . Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Lebanon, .Liberia,

Luxombourg, Madagasoer Netherlanda, Paroguay.
Pary, Portugel, Rwanda, Senegal, Spain,

Abstalning: Togo, Ukvainian Soviet Socialist Re=

-publio, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United

States of Amerion, .Afghanistan, Albania, Bulgaria,
Burmg, Byelorussian Soviet Sceirlist Republie, Came
hodia, Canada, Cuba, Ethiopia, Haitl, Hungaxy,
Indonesia, Iran, lsrnel, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Laos,
Mexico, Mougolia, Nicarague, Nigeria, Panama,
Philippines, Poland, Romanin, Sierva Leone, Sudtm,
Tanganyika,

The resull of the vote was 34 votes in favour, S4
against, with 33 abatentions,
The words were not adopled, w

98. 'The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now decide
upon operative paragraph 6 in its new form, that is to
say, paragraph 6, stopping at the word "probiems¥, s
there any objection to the adoption of that paragraph?

The paragraph was sdopted,

-89, The PRESIDENT: I will now put to the vote the

draft resolution [A/5354] as a whole, with the amend~
ment that the Assembly has just adepted.

The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted by 69
voles to none, mtxx 27 abstentions,

100, The PRESIDI]NT I oall on the representatives
who wish to speak in explanation of vote.

101, Mx». KLUTZNICK {(United States of America):
The United States delegation wishes to explainits vote
on operaiive peragraph 6 of the draft resolution, In

our opinion, operative paragraph 6 does not addto, oxr

subtract from, the authority which the United Nations
already possesses as a result of resolutions of the
General Assembly and of the Economic and Social
Coungil concerning the granting of technical assis-
tance upen request to Membker States, In our view, the
paragraph is therefore superfluous. .

102. While the United States believes that the authority
to lend technical assistance in all aspects of popula-
tion problems already exists, we also believe that
assistance by the United Nations should emphasize
those three areas in which there appears to be broad
agreement among Members, namely, the encouraging
and assisting. of Member Governments to obtain
factual .information on the clemographlc aspects of
their fconomw ans social development, the tiraining
of nationals of Members for demographic work, and
the promotion of full and responsible dlscusslon of
populatlon probleme.

103. it was in the light of these consxderauons that
the United. States decided to abstain on the separate
vote on the phrase "and that the United Nations give
technical assistance, as requested by Governments,
for natmnal prejects and programmes dealing with
the prob1 ms of population",

104. Thie United States voted forthe resolution as a

~-whole, becanse of the irnportince we attach to the re~

* lation betwaen population growth and economic de-

velopment, and¢ because we regard the resolution as

. broadly  conistent with the views of the United States:
“ag.pat forward by my: colleague Mr. Richard Gardner,

durmg cur, intervention in: the. general debate in the

> Second Cornmittee [869th megt 1ng]

105 .. The Umted States Welcomes the approva.l ofthis -
olutmn. The dxsr'ussmns ‘and the final vote, ‘we.
believe, coustltute the clearest kind of mandate for
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the Secrata\rlm;, and the other organs of the United
Nations system to proceed with vigour to a farther
oxploration of population growth and its relation to
economio and socisl development, This had been oux
hope and our aim"ifi tho interest of progress in this
vital aren,

196, Mr. CUBILLOS{(Chile) (translated from Spun!sh)
In voting for the draft resolution on population growth
wnd economic development, my delegation was minde=
ful of the need to press forward more rapidly with
world=wide studies of the possible influence of

avcelerated population growth on the economic de-
velopment of the developing countries,

107, While we are not unaware of the studies being
conducted by various competent bodies, we feel that
they should be speeded up through the United Nations
and the speacialized ugencies, acting in conjunction with
the regional economic commisgsions,

108. Oux favourable vote in no sense means that in
agreeing to these studies we are prejudging the
advisability or inadvisability of any particularpopula~
tion policy. The text of the resolution seemed clear
to us, and its contents raised no questicns in our
minds.

109. We {feel that the proposed studies will shed new
light on the influence of high population growth rates
in countries with limited material resources and. a
slow rate of economic developmeat. These studies
should be analysed by States, so that they can make
such comments and take such measures anddecisions
as each one deems appropriate in its particular case,

110, I repeat, then, that we have had no difficulty in
voting for the resolution just adopted, since its basic
purpose is to ecall for studies of the interrelationship
of population growth and economic development, .

1il., Mr, TCHEN (China) (translated from French):
My delegation voted for the draft resolution whichhas
just been submitted to us because its primary purpose
" is to promote studies cn the reciprocal action on
population growth and economic development.

112, Population growth is currently a matter of con=
cern throughout the world, and we are of course
anxious to ensure the continuationofthe rnsearchwork
already begun. Hence, we greet with satisfaction the
decision just taken by the Assembly,

113, I should like to point out, however, that my dele=
gation voted against the last part of paragraph 6~-and

o

indeed, if a vote had been taken on paragraph 6 as a
whole, we would have voted against its retention—
bgcause, as some representatives have alroady noted,
this paragraph seems to prejudge the results of the
gtudies and vesearch recommended by the General
Assembly.

114, Mr. BUTTI (Irvaq): Thedelegationofthe Republic
of Iraq voted in faveur of the resolution on population
growth and economic development. My delegation
wishes to congratulate the sponsors of the resolution,
particularly the delegation of Sweden, on their effoxts
in bringing this lmportant matter hefore the United
Nations,

115, My delegation views -the question of population
growth as one of the utmost importance. We particu=
larly waated to deaw the attention of representatives
to the fact that, among the causes of population ex<
pansion which may yield dangerous rezults, is the ab-
normal method of expanding or enlarging the popula=
tion of any country or, on the other hand, of shrinking
the pepulation, One of these methods is that referred
to by Mrs. Lindstrom, the representative of Sweden,
and I should like to refer to the speech which she
made in introducing the draft reseclution which the .
Assembly has just adopted in which she said that the |
removals of large nhational groups to other countries
may give rise to ethnical, political and emotional and
economic difficulties [see A/5354, para. 10). My
delegation suggested to the sponsors of the-draft
resclution that: they include this statement in the
resolution, which they kindly did, with, the ‘word
"economic" added to the sentence as suggested by
my delegation,

116. My delegation is confident that the J:esolution,

_ which has just been adopted by the “General Assembly,

will be of great value in our attempt to solve'the
problems of population growth, We hope that this
resoiution will contribute to a solution of some of the
problems of the world. In addition; it isa fact that the
removal of national groups from one country and
forcing them to live in other countries gives rise, in
most cases, to colossal problems, There have been
such _cases in the contemporary history of the world, )
and it is therefore highly significant that the General
Assembly has recongized the problems which arise
from such abnormal methods in the population ex-

pansion or in the shrmking of the population of any®

country,
The meeting rose at 11 p.an,

@

Litho in U.N.
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