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1. ThePRESIDEN't: Beforl;l taking up UJ.,e other items
on the agenda for this afterl,loon and if there i~ no ob
jection, I'would like to oall upon the l'~presenfative of
Sweden, who wishes to make a statement in connexton
with the Assembly's consideration, at our last meeting,
of agenda item 12 (Report90f the Econ0Dl;~c and Soolal
Council). " "
2~Mr. AMAN (Sweden): With the P.res~dent's kind
permission, I should like to make a short stat,ement",
relating to section III of chapter VII of the report
[A/5203] of the Economic and SocialCounoilrefer:r,~l1g
to resolution 912 (XXXIV) adopted by the Economio and
Social Counoil on international oo-operation in the
field of seismologicalresell:rch. The objeotive of tots
resolution is to call uponour asststanoe in strengthen
ing the watch against the recurring scourge of earth
quakes I 'The collaboration ofUNESCOandWMOinpre
paring the report.!Jonseismo19gy andearthq,u'lke en
gineering has proved to be very fruitful. Not least, the
annexes to th\:l report on the seismological survey,
missions to South-East Asia, SouthAmerica, the Medi
terranean and the Middle East, make very interesting
reading indeed. 'J;'P9;whole doc~mentationdeJPonstrates
the facility with which our inter-governmental organi
zations can move to enUstthe co-operation of scientific
experts for important International tasks, aoross all
kinds of frontiers, physical andpolitioal alike.

3. When the' Swedish delegation asks to J3peak in this
context ItIs , however, not directly in 0::Y,derto under
line the value of theresolutton In oonnexion with the
problem ofeart~quakes..What has moved us is rather

, the need to point out how eminently important and, in
fact,". vel'yappropriate" "these recommendatlons-are
afi>o from the point ofview o~, another set o~ interests
which. have been 1>yfa.rIll0J,'e dominantjn .this As- Q

s~mblyis debatesand~cHons, namely to strengthen
'I the watch against· man-made-. nuclear .explosions.

, 4". 'During ari the four years ~fdiscussions,aoouta
nuclear test bah, t1t~probleInof monitoring possible
olandestinetests has been.Inthe foregl'ounc\~\Vhenthe,

nuclear Powers are .now of.one .and the sl:Utlev.iev.·,,~af
no special lilternat19nal Control arrangeIlle,ntsare
necessary in,relation, to poss iblC:l, tests in the atmos"0
phere 'i' under-.yater •and in outer space, it.leaveat~e
residue .of problematiosconcentratedonunderground
tests. And foii deteqtionapd identi~,icatron'o~ under»,

,',. '. , li., ".. •.
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Budget ~stimates for the financial year 1963 (continued)*,
INTEGRATED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET POLICY,. . ,', '. ,;

'" o.~ ReppJl't of the Fifth Committee (AI53~8)

MAJOR MAINTENANCE AND CAPITAL iMPROVE;:
l'4ENT AT ·UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS 0

Report of the Fifth Committee (AI5334) c
". 6t.., ' .: ""

COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF Il'HE SYSTEM OF C'.o

PAYMENT FROM UNITED~ATIONS 'Ft:mDS OF
TRAVEL AND 'SUllSISTE~GE EXPENSES' IN~RE
SPECT OF MEMBERS()FORGANSANO SUBSIDIARY;
ORGANS OF THE UNITED' NATIONS- ~,

~epOrt of the Fi:th Committ~e (A/5S~1r·.,
.' . !J ...

AGENDA ITEM 62

REPORTS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/5291.
A/5392, A/5293; A/5294, A/5295. A/5296)

AGENrPA ITEM 66 f)

Appointments to fi,I,1 vacancies iri the membership of subsl
dillrybodies.oHhe General Assembly:

. ;(g) AdvIsory ~ommittee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questhms; 'C) ,

<.!!)' ~ommitteeonContributions;
(£> Board 'of Auditors; 0 G

C!!) Investments q~mmittee: confirmation of the appoint.
'.?ment,$"lj:1ade by the Secretary.Genera I;

c C!) Unit~dNations Administrlltiv(J;Tribunal;
ill United Nations Staff Pension Committee

'··~.Ibid.

o.Resumed from the 1174th m'eeting. "
(:'l"

;/

Financial reports and accounts for the finunc ial ye\lr ended
31 December 1961, and reports of the Board of Auditors:

(g) United Nations;
(!!) ~nitet' Nati'ons Children'~ Fun~; ,c"

(£) I1nited,Natioos Reliei' g'nd 'Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East; ri

(~) Voluntary funds, administered by tile United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

,
nntionally to prooeed to tl~e perfeoting of our servIoes
for seismologloal observations. In the repQrt this 'IS
spelled out to metude, a\hong other duties, the one to
"faoilitate tOe use of modern means of communtoa
tton to speed up the exohange of seismologioal.data be
tween inciividual cbeervntortea and the interno.tiono.l
nnd regional centres for data analysis', as well as be
tween observatories in different oountries tl.~

12. ThQ/S~edish delegation has seen it approprtate,
not to sny Imperative, to dro.w the attention 01' nIL dele..
gatlona to the very timely and importantreoommli1ndo.
tions in tllts resolution, as partof a truly international,
objective, oo-operattve effort to handle not only the
problemoof earthquakes but, in the same stroke, one of
the most burning politioal'issues o! our day.

(I

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/5288)

AGENDA ITEM 60

1 .

,
ground tests, the !Seismologioal reoordings are of
ol\tdlnaIJmp0l'ttlnq,e. What we have been looking for in
(the debates.,onthe suspension9f nuolelu' tests at Geneva
and in the First Committee tit this.sessionol the Gen,..
eral ASf!;embl~is being offered to us in the report and.

:the reoommen'tlntlons in the resolutlonjustmentloned,

5. At one jtme the nuclem; Powers"were even agreed
on settl~g up a separate monitorln~system at the as
tronoZP.ioal oost of $2,500 mm10nininltialout1t\.;\~~d a
running oost of $500milUon annuallYi Sweden and the
othef non-~11gnerloounl:'ies at the Geneva Conferenoe
of thEkElghteen.,Nation Committee on Disarmament
have persistently hq}d t\1at we should Instead rely on
the .ncrmet exohange of data, motivated by soiEmtiflo
fervou~ and unhampered by political sideglanoes. And
here it Is. I need-only quote from operative paragraph

., 3 of" Eoonomio .and Sooia)., Counoil resolution 912
(XXXIV), which ~Requests the Se9retary-General and
invites the United Nations Eduoational, SoientUio and
Cultural, Organization, the WQrld Meteorologioal 01'
ganizl!-tlon and other agencies concerned to continue to
promote aotively international co-operation in the
study of the origin and mechanism of earthquakes... ".

" G""

6~ If we go to the more detg.iledband oonstructive re
commendatlcns in the report, of whioh the resolution
"takes" note with appreoiation~. we find inter alia that

'UNESCO"should assist soientifio groups, "in"theplan
~ningandorganization of an international setsmologtoal

centre and of subsidiary'J.'egional centres for, the 001-,

leC\tion. an~lysis and diffusion of seismologioalaatll."-.Y
7. ~hia isexllotly the kind of soientifio base orgari'iza
tioD. we have been olamouring for when blue-printing
the ioternattonal test monlt9ril'!g system. Iteven pqints .
to the aotualorossroads, where we can bring the two
se'ts

d
of i~e~ests ~() meetand.joinin planning Improve-:

ment In : the services'"l\a~w.y,at' an illterna,tiqnal
inter,..governmeptal oonferenoe on the subject, whic.h

. UNESCO -ts asked to~oonvenein196301'196';1:. From,-,
o the powt§f view of the l;?0l1tioallymost Imperattve of

our inter-ests in I,seis~olagical development, namely,
that of mbnitQX'b:~g a test ban, it should be highly'l wel
oomed that this conferenoe meet sooner rathe~ than
later. "," u

8: The sUpport for" this re~olu~ion;:,i.mplies<?positive
action oDC?jir part inotijerinter-governmentalorgani
zatipns pf whioh we are members. It doea.above this.
m~e even more definite calls o{us. •

9. Among othec things, the re~ort 'reoommends that
for "Member States whioh may havedifficl1lties in

, modemfzfng , their eetamologlcal "servtces so as .,to
, complete the global cove,J.'age by-such stations. techni

Doal assistanoe ~houldbe made avaU!lble.inmulti'late~al
.01' bilateral form "to aSSist" Member States. on their
requesb, in their efforts to increase th~llumberand im
proye tqe quality bf the}r: seismological observatortes,
as part oftnegeneral endeavour to establisha satis
factory W9r'td-wide"network of such ob,servatories".¥

10. If this is donsoientiously oa'frted out. a task in=
°Whioh even the <Speoial Fund may be called upon to~;
help, we will be able to removethlsmatter cnce.and
fo;r all 'from ':t.fle .cleavO:gebetween one. system for

, 'soience and orl~ for "policing" to the :realm°of free, 0

,0" united, internationa,lscientifio, do-opera.tion.
-,' l' .,.,' Cl,:, 0 •

11. It should not be overlookedthat,operative para
,graph 1 of the resolution also issue,saoall to alt ofo us
'''''~~~" (J

~:l.llbitl,; docllInllntE/3617.chap.· IX,
0.2/lbid. 0 h
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'l) AGEN[)A ITEM 71 20. The PRESIDEN~: Does any representative Wishto
,; explain .hia vote. on any of' the r~commendation~ of the

',Report of the United Na,t1onsJolnt" Staff Penslen Board Fifth Committee in oonnexlon w'ith any ofthese items?

REPO:RT OF T6E FIFTH COMMITTEE(A/5329) 21. The G.eneral Assembly will now prooeegtoWte a.
Pursuant to rule (}68 ot the rules of prooedure, 'it declsion on the various proposals beginning with the

was deoided not to disouss th(l reports'-:of the Fifth four draft resolution~ cOntained in the report on agenda
Comrl1ittee... 'I • item 60 (!!) JO (9) [A/li288]. If there is norequestfor a.

vote, I shall cg~sider draft res()lution I as adopted by
13. Mr. QUAO (Ghana), Rapporteur of the FifthCom- the General Assem~ly.
mittee: I have the honour to present to the General Draft resolution I was adopted.
Assembly eleven reports of the Fifth Committee, (
oovering four agenda-Items, I venture to introduce 22. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution U was adopted
these reports oo~leotiV/31y in order to sase the time of without objeotion in th"e Fi{th Oommittee, In the absence c

the Asseinbly and also because many of them are of a of any objection,Ishalltakeitthatthe General' Assem-
non-controversial oharaoter: for example, the sixre- bly also adopts draft resolution n.
ports under item 66 [A/5291. A/5292, A/5293, A/5294, Draft resolution 11was adopted.
A/5295~ A/5296] dealing with appointments tofill va- ./:. .
oanotes in the membership of subsidiary bodies oft)l.e 23. The PIUi':SIDENT: In the absence of any objecti<)ll,
General Assembly. . regarding draft resolution III, which was ;r,ecommended

o .. for adoption by the FifthCommittee,IsbaUtake it that
14.' G't'he report on item 60 [A/5288] records the prin- it is alsoadopt.ed by the General i\ssembJy.
cipal point£! that were raised in the Fifth Committee . .
on the several financial reports and accounts for the Draft resolution litwas adopted•.
financial 3'ear 'ended 31 December 1961. It is, I hOPe. 24, ,The PRES!DE~T: If there is noobjection regard-
self-explanat-9ry." ., . in~qraftresolutiOnIV, ~ shall consider "it as a.dopteci
15. As regards item 62, the Flffu Committee presents by the General As~sembly. . .
thre'e reports. III the report relating to the integrated Draft resolution IV was~dopted.
programme and budget policy [A/5328] you will find a . (1T' .

draft resolution which reflects the concern which the 25. The PRESIDEi'lT: We sllall 'ho,w consider agenda
Fifth,gommitteehasfelt.!9r very manyye~soverwhat item 66.• on which the :Fifth Committee has submitted
it J;'egaJ.'ds as the absenoaofan adequately((Jtriot system six reports" corresponding t9 sub-Items <!) to @,and
of priorities in tqe aphere.:Of,eoc>n.omi.oand social aott- each containing a draft resolution. I shall first invite

, " the ~s~embly f() take a decisionon the draft resolution
vtttes, The Committee is,q'f,Qo!A7Sle,w~ll'aware that its co.n..•tamed.. in tb.·e J;'eport on agenda item 66..Ia\ [.A/5291].
concern is fully shared;bY;.th~'·E.ponbmic and Social . \:::I.
Council. which ad.opte.d ;at~....t.$....th.~.;ty..;~.• o.urth.....' sesston two'::" In the absence of any Objection, I shall tak~ it that the

. . General Assembly adopts the draft resolution.resolutions on this particul~·~ubject.....resoluttons 909 " \J. 'I' . ". ,

(XXXIV)ard 920 (XXXlV).: ,t::'J.:')·', .:,."... The dt·aft.r~s~lution, was adopted. '.0 • .'

16. The. second report/90~Oer~s"mMol'I:naintenanc/3 26. ThePllES,IDJ«NT:Il).owinvite theoAssem..bly to tll:M
and capital, improveme~it::at'JJnited Nations Head- adecisio~()nthedraftresolutioncontainedin the report
quarters [A/5334] anddeals.WithamatterWhichdirect- on agenda item 66 .Q2). [f\./5292]. In the absence'ofany
ly concerns every delegatlon-In the lJnited Nations, for objection, I . shall tilke:it that th,e Gene.ral Asseniply
it affects the conditions under which the work of the ,adopts theW:'af~resolution. ." . .
Gener.al Assembly, whether in plenary meeting 01' in . Thedraftreso~"itifJ1'J, was,)adopted.
main committees, is to be carried out. The reoom- ' "
mendations of the .FifthCommittee have necessa,iny 27. The PRESIDENT: I nowinvite theAssembly to take 0

had·to take account of the serious financial situation of a decision on the.draft. r.esoliltioncontailled· hi the re-
the' United Nations. Th,e physiCa.1"arzangements wh,icli i.~ry.•..t.Oobnjea.C.getiO.nnd,.~. l.i.~&.h'la-n'.1l66tak.·~.. ·~.'{t·~t.~h\1:t2t1.~G·.Ie,Iln.ethr".·. ea'..·l:.~P.·ss.·..:.. Oe·.'.cm•..eb· °l..·Y£
the Committee has~,accordinglysub~ittedforyOUI' ap- . ,.' ." ~
proval at'e those which it considers reasonable in pres... adopts.. the drl.l;ft l"Els()lutiori.' ". .. lj , •

~ndcircumstance~,ratheJ;'than those which ideally it Th.e dr-aft 11.•.e.solu.ti.0.n..·''Wa.···"$a.fto. 'P.red. 1) ,., '.

would have wished to recommend. ' '.' . .
.... g ". d ' , , , ': 28;ThePR.'ESIDE~Tdn!)\V.illvlt~tbeAss.emblftQt~El

17;' AE!r~gardsthe third I'~Iiorton item62 iconcerning a ;~eGisiori: .• on .the$~tl'~s()l~tlo~; contaiti~g; i~ 'tl1~., .
., the travel and'13ubs~stence"t:lxpensesOfmembersbfor" .. reporton'agenda item.66 (9) [i\/5294] •. In·tbe abE3Eloqe

gans . and '!3ubSidillI'y,o:rgaIlS "of °theUllited !faU6ns of any .' objection. f.shall·take'it that the Genel;al,
[A/5327l', it .ca~tE3"Hhink,f()1'littlecomment.Thedrat;t Assembly adopte thedraftresoltitiofie , · Ci e

resolutiol1 Is largelyibased' on.a comprehensive review
wbtoh the' Secretl1ry-Generalundertook during, this The draftt'e$o!qti~~ wasa~opted. .~
~~~al'. Itis intended to ~Elvi$ea i~esoltitiQn, which dates 21}. '. The PJ;t~SII>EN~;:' I'now.myne..tlielyAssEllfibl)' tQ'
back.to 19S() and which has. become obsolete in certa.in'· t~~f:a ·decis.ipn()I:i'thElidra:rtr~~plutionc9rit!linedih' the.;·
"r~SpeQts.',"0 . .". .' . . "report,on'!l~enda:)tehl"66,<!UJA/52951.In.thElapseh.ce
18.Finally, th~ .draft'reSOltitidlfregardirtg itepl7l .o(ilriy()bject~oll/ 1:!311allrtak~lttpat.theOenera~ .••..
[i\/p3,29,l incol'porates .• aml'ln<lti1el1tsJ}:J;0po13ed.by' the,~~13embly .a.?01>ts,~~;ct:a+t 1~:es.91Uii()1l<·•..'•..'~'.'. \i' i '.';~':' '
Joint St#f'PeI!sion Board,inwhichbotll'the{\dvisol'Y, "jx..JJ.. e.,.~d.r,&li.. 't...• t:~ ..s... o.'.l....ati01!..... ;m.. ...a...s... ..ad..•••.o.'P... ,t..e....d....•.••.•.•...~.'..'~.~. ,...••.••....•..........•........;... " ....: ... ' .• '90 J:!1mittee o.n A(imini,strati.v/3 and]~,udgetary.Q~e ..tiolls:" ...• . '. ~.,. . .
~nd5the F'iftnCommitteeh-?:veCOllt:urlmd.··· .," 3Q..1'he?R~SIIIlf;:~W:l'OQ'Yi~vitetq~A.~se:tnbJytq,·.
'.. . '. .>i·, 1 '\'i' i,> <'0 'f, ..... ....•. take/a; deci.sioniQn'th~d1'aftl'es()l1.lti6ncon.tain,ed intbe

o I>~9~'lholl~ t~!l~·.thla. m/3mlle:t;s ()ftheGEln~rl1,l~f1el~IX).bl~ .rElP()rt o~. ~~e~d~item()6'ID [A(5296J~:Ilithe ..apse~<:e 9f).'
will' appr9,.-etheeie..••..repor~,s (la,nd. the draftr~solutiQIl.~ '. any: J>bjE:lq,ti9.htlsha.ll~~e,inha.tth~~enElra.~.A.s.~elrlijl;y
l'eColrlmenpep.pyithE:lF'iftll C'()Illwittee. " ~.., adopts th:~'d1'llftJ;'E:lSo~utton~v:b,' .. ' ... ,cj';·.·'·q'·i."» ."');

...
~ .,.. ,~:

~ ': i
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Question of Oman

AGENDA ITEM 79

REPORT OF THESPECIALPOLITICALCOMMITTEE
(A/5325)

Pursuant to rule 68 of the. rules ofprocedure, it was
deoideq not to discuss the reportbUhe Special Political
Committee,

41. 'Mr. LANNUNG (Denmark), Rapporteur of the
Special Political Committee: I have the honour to pre
sent to the General Assembly the reportofthe Special
Political Committee [A/5325] on agenda item 79. The
question was inscribed onthe agenda of the seventeenth
session at the request of eleven Arab States and was
allocated to the Speoial Politldal Committee for const
deration and report. The Committee devoted seven
meetings to-ec,~he discussion of the item. hearing·thirty
statements""lI0tlJ,e course of the general.debate and
granting a heariri~l;ttoprince TalibbinAliAI-H~ai,a,t

the request of the Arabrepres~ntatives. A telegram
dated 25 October 19p2 from the Sultanof.,Muscat and
Oman. was circulated at the request oftherepresenta
tive of the United Kingdom.

42. The draft resolution which' the Special Political
Committee has recommended is nowbeforethe General
Assembly.

43. The PRESIDENT: Interventions wi11 be ltmttedto
explanations of vote. '

44. Mr. CROWE .. (United Kingdbm):Mydelegatlqn wm
vote against the draft resolutionwhich is beforeus.0ttr
reasons tOl'doing so' are well known;. they vvere Il1a~e
clear in the COnlIl1ittee and! do notneed ~to repeat them
here.

AGENDA ITEM 88
, ., ..., ~". ___~1J, ' "_ ,'_ _ ," '. __ _ _ _ _ .

Question.otbpund(Jries between Ven~,'t~ela and the territory
. . . ..' . of British Guhmo ,r,

REPORTc>F THESPECIALPOLITICALCOMMITTEE
(A/5313)

37.Mr I..A~NtJNq (Denmark), Rapporteur of the
Spe~iak<Political Committee': I have the honour to
present.to>.the General ASSembly ,therepo~t of the
SpeciaLPolitioalCofumittee [A/~1310nagendaitem
sa. TIle question' was; inscribed6n""the agenda of the:
,seventeenth sessionpur'suanttoarequesisubmittedby

. 1098 General Assembly - Seventeenth session - Plenary Meetings

The draft resolution was c adopted. th(\tiovel'nni~nt ofVenezuela on 18August 1962and was
31, 'l'h.e PJlESXDEN'l': 'l'he naxt repOrt of the Fifth allocated by the General Assembly to the Speoial Poll-
Committee [A/5238] relating to the integrated pro- tioal Committee for consideration and report.
gramme and budget polioy. under agenda item 62. 38. 'l'he Committee tooku~.the Cjl?Camination of the
ooatatns a draft resolution whioh was unanimously question on 12 November wheh it heard a full explana-
adopted by the Fifth Committee. If. there are no ob- tion of Venezuela's olaim Ina statement by the Minister 1''0

jeotlons. Ishnll take it that the General Assembly fOl' Foreign Affairs of Venezuela. On the folloWing day
also wishes to adopt it unanimously. the position ohhe Governmentof the UnitedKingdom on

The draft z'esolution was adopted unanimously, the matter was fully set forth by the representative of
the United Kingdom. The Committee's disoussions

32. The PRESIDENT: Also on item 62, the Flfth.Com- were then suspended for a few days during which the
mittee presents a report concemtngmalcrmatnten- interested parties and the Chairman of the Speoial
anoe and oapital improvement at United Natigns Politioal commtttee, held consultations in an endeavour
Headquarters [A/5334]. The Members of the Assembly to reaoh an understanding on the matter. It is to the
will note that the recommendation contained in sub- oredit of all oonoerned that. thanks to the exercise of
paragraph 8 <ID was adopted unanimously by the Oom- restraint and high statesmanship, the Committee was
mtttee, and the. various projeots referred to in sub- informed that the Govel'nments of the United Kingdom
paragraphs 8 .(E) (i), (il) and (ill) were unanimously and Venezuela had agreed-the first of those Govern-
recommended in principle by the Committee. If there ments aoting 'fii~ the full concurrence of the Govern-
are no objections, I shall take it that the General ment of Britis-~Guiana-that t.~e three Governments
Assembly also adopts these recommendations unant- should examine jointly the documentary mater~al avail-
mously, able to all parties relevant to this question.

The recommendations were adopted unanimously. 39. Accordingly, as indicated in its .~::f.lport. the Com-
mittee has no recommendation to m.1l,ka on the item to33. The PRESIDENT: I will ,,!",ow put to the vote the

recommendation in principle of the Fifth Committee the General Assembly.
contained in SUb-paragraph a (Q) (iv) of the same 40. The PRESIDENT: I take tt thattt is not the wish of
report. the General Assembly to discuss the report and, since

The recommendation was adopted by 88 votes to the Committee adjourned its consideratforrof thls Ijem
without. making any recommendation to the Assembly I I

none., would suggest that the Assembly's action be limited to
34. The PRESIDENT: I now put to the vote the recom- taking note of the report.
mendation in principle of the Fifth Committee in It was so decided.
respect or the project referred to in sub-paragraph
8 (9) of the same report. "

The reoommenaeuon was adopted by 7.7 votes to 11.

35. The PRESIDENT: The next report of the Fifth
Committee on item 62 relates to a comprehensive
review of the sy8i;.;lrirof Pllyment froID' United Nations
fUnds of travel and subsistence expeneestn respectof
members of organs and' SUbsidiary organs of the
United Nations [A/5327]. I will nowput to theyote the
recommendation of the ]1ifth Committee contained in
the report.
". ,

The·recommepdation was adoptedby 86 votes tonone,
with 1 abstention.

36. The PRESIDENT: The last report of the Fifth
Committee on which we must now take a decision
relates to agenda item 71[A/5329]. The draft resolution
which is recommended was adopted in theOommittee
wtthout Objection. Ifnoone Wishesto speak, I shall take"
it' that the GeneralAssembly also adopts the draft reso.;
lutioliWithOut objection.
~ ,The'draft res~lution was adopted.

,::;:,
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57. After the"statement m~delJ~ the United Kingdot.n
representative 'we think that there is anew develop
ment to be taken into consideratton' in the discu.~ion &

. 1k" .. ' \,
this questiona.ndthllt the. Assembly wouldb'e better
advised, not, td' take a decisiqg which might inter-te,re
With this deyelopment.lndeed,we attachconsideral:)le
importanc~"to impart~alfirst";hahdinformation, and w.e
feel that nothing shouldbe'left undone to obtahl tt, While
this new factor ·might have beep' cOnsidf;lr'edearlier •.it
is not too rate even now to adopt an attitude wh~ch Will
belpus tiikei8.nenlightEined view'ofthequestioIl '0£ Oman,
andPOSsiblY'~e~C~ po(~stl'~~tive conc~usion~i,,Q)t"""
58. Mr. BERNSTEIN(Chile) (translatedfrom8ganish):
Th~ gelega~jpnof Chile, will"iibstainfr0Irivotingon· the
draftles()~utiol1ontheqtlesti()nofomanf~rthel\easpns
~tated L~.tJ1e general. debllte,in" the~Ci~l,politicar
Comlllittee[355thmeeting} Which.it EieeiJlspointlel:ls to
repeathe~e'.;At, tliat ti,mewe thou,ght,intl1elight()f:~e
debates in the ".OOIllmltteeithp.tthere·}Wefe.maI1Y'~-"
k:nownfa.ct0l;'sa~q.thatthe C()PJ.pl~telicol1tradi9t()l')'"and '.'

'~ic:l~l~r, dive~'~nt~nf()rll1ationw,hioll c:allleto lighV~lt~.e S
c()\ll'se()fUiedisc.us~~onma:de iib irn~s~il>le:;toadopt','a '
'clear,anCiIH'eci~epositioheit!lerlh fay9\11' qfor'~gai~st""
the"only r.Ii'a£t'l"es~l\lt1on;Which'Wa'S '•• SUbmitted.'"We~ex~

,pl"€ssetlourvlish,c,tha:t~in~a'matter ., whr9h"was''Qf' t.l'r(..... .'
portanoe' ,to delegationsWith'Wh1d~,oufl'elations.iire

, 6

45. There is one additional reason Why my delegation now to th~General Assembly is identiqal with the one
believes that it is right to Voteagainst this drmt reso- :the Assembly was asked to adopt at the sixteenth ses-
Iutlon, It will be recalled tha~,anumber of delegations, ston, My delegation's position in the Committee at this
in the debate: in the Speoial Politioa~jCo~mittee,ex- session being the same as it was at the last, we see no
pressed some misgivings about voting on a draft resq- reason to 'depart from it at this.plenary meeting of the
Iutlon on this subject beoause they felt that they dldnot General Assembly;) (~, " ,." 'G

have suffioient faots or information from an Inde- 5;1.. We are, however,"oonfronted with a new faotcr
pendent source on which tlley could form a. balanced which might represent an important advance tow{u'ds
judgemellt on the subjeot. MyGovernment has conveyed
the views expressed in the debate to the Government of the settlement of the problem with whioh we ,are now
the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. Iamnow authorized concerned; I :refer to the statement~ust made/by the
to. state, on behalf of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman, United Kingdom representati'Ve infornUng the Assem-

,bly that the Sultan of 'Muscat and Oman is prepared to
that, while presel\~pg his POSitiOl" which has already invite a .representattve of the Secretary-General, to
been conveyed by nlS telegram to ytm.0~r. President. . visit the area to obtain first-hand information and to
he does n( ~'recognize the right of t}le Genf.lral Assembly f A I
to discuss the Internal affairs of ~~ispgUhtry and, on the report to the Members 0 the General ssemby.
understanding that the General Asse~)blyCloesnbttake 52. A, rather simn~R~ggeStion was made ~ the/<
any formal action at this stage, h~{isprepared to invite Speoial politioal CO,mmittee at the sixteenth session,
on a personal basis a representattve oftheSectetary- but foup..d n9 supwr~,:I<.' ".Ill'. ',) ~
General of the United Nations to visit the Sultanate dun- ,~
Ingthe coming year to obtain first-hand information as 53. In the opinion oi\f.liy delegation, the United Kingdom
to the situation there.. ,. representative.:s s~f~ment,which we have just noted,

may' constitute anew step fO;t'wlWd in the process of
settling .the question of Oman, Conseqt:en~ly" in, the
present state of affairs and in viewof thi~ new develop
ment", my dele~~ior.. thipks that it might pe appro~r1l:l.te
not to make a finaldecision at this sesston on the,draft
resolution as a whole', It \wi1l therefQre'abstair1.

54. Nevertheless, Iwish to make itclear that my dele
gatiOli~sattitudeto the va.rious 'p~;agraphs of the pre
amble and of the oper~tlve"pft.~tremains exactly the'
same as we defined it during the debates in the Com-
mittee. .. ()

55. Lastly, we should like to expressthehopethat the
question will' be Settled In the 'neal' future to the saeie-
faction of the parties concerned. ')

56. "Mr.PAl?}~)S ,Greece)jtranslateci'fromFrench):
The Greek delegation explained in the Special Political
Committee its reasons for abstalning in the'debate and
the vote on th~ question of· Oman. We did~so Iriainly
because, in ()~' opinion, the situation in Omad is'ratheJ:'
confused and does not lend, itself to an objective"

"decision. . . 0

. ..v

. ,()

46. In view of this offer, I trust that the General
Assembly wltl not seek to prejudge the issue at this
stage by adopting the pre~ent draf~ resolution.

Mr. Rifa.'i (Jordan), Vice-President, took the Cha.ir., .
47. Mr. ZOLLNER (Dahomey) (translated from
French): My delegation has decided to take the floor
at this stage of the debate to explain its vote, it is true,
but mainly to expreas. jn all good faith, its perplexity
and concern now that the General Assembly is about to
settle finally, for this session, the delicateproblem of
Oman. We were already perplexed when the debate on
the question opened, at the sixteenth session, In fact,
the" General Assembly adjourned without having taken
a deotston on the problem, In the Speoial Political Com
mittee we heard the various' parties concerned ex
pressing their views and now in the plenary meetings
of the General Assembly we are still in the same state
of uncertainty as we were at the beginning. Moreover.
we are concernedbecanse eachdelegation here present
will have to take a stand on the question and throughout
the debate hithf,lrtowenaye only heard two points of
view, Which are radioally opposed to each other. 1

48. For this reason, my delegation-without in any way
prejudging the result of the ,vote-would like to state
that it may have some specific proposals to make,

49. Withl'egard' to the draft resolution Which the
Special. Political Committee is recommendfng :for
adoption [A/5325] ,my,;d~legati()n, which is infavoU;t' of

. self-detenmtnatton, does not think tMt the information
available to the Committee was such as to enable it,
however' sympathetically it viewed'the struggle of the
people'of Oman to recover their independence ,totake 'a
decision at that, stage". Myd~legationwil1accordingly
abstain from voting on the Iast paragraph opile pre
amble and on operative paragraphs' 1 and 2; Butit will
vote in' favour of operative paragraph.3, on which it
;r.J:'lquests.a, separate, ,vote~.as it th~I1ks that,.!l. ,p§aceful
settlement of the question is, ~hebestmeansof. llchiey-
ingal~l:!t~ngsolution." ((

, , • '.'. •. _",.... " ,'.. .' ",", .' .. ': .', ", .,' ;C' < ,', ..... ..... _.-< .. -. C>.. ,
50~ ,Mr. NAYERI'(Iran) lI(translatedfrom' F;t'ench): My
d~legation.did not tiike Part in the general debate on the

, ,que'stion'of .Oman in thl;} speoial l?oliticaIC(jmmittee
at this session bec~use ,therewas,l1onewevidence'and
no further developmeptfil. Apartfromainin()fl'phange
affecting thefprIIll'ather· than the sub13tanc,e. the (h-ilft
resoltition sUbm~tted this year 'to, theC~.)mmittee and

/)
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63., The PRESIDENT: The GenerarAss~mbly,*l1now c:

.vote on the draft resolution recommendedby the Speoial
Politicalr-Comlnittee in its report [A/5325]. A separate

,vote has been requested on each o~ the threeoperative
pH.!'agraphs•. ThereforEil, I shall putcto the vote first the
pri4.m1?,le'l ; , '<) " •

" Th~ ;esult, of the vote wils 39 in favour, ~3 against
tpld~9abstentio,ns. ' ", f;~ ,

c: .~ 0,," .·,-..'"""'·V~ ,
(; 1Jhepreambl~' was not adopt~(},.,'1.t'aviiJg failed to

obtaIn the req,uired (Wo~thi~s Majority. '~, <,-',

611 ' ifte. p,RE,S~EN'T:, Atoll~oall v~te i~~)~~~\\~~~d for
eaqh of t~e gp~r~~ivl!r"paragraW!os. I\V~llno~:)~t\ opera-
jive para~?-§h1 to ,the vote. ' 'c,:','
,~,, __ , __"~~,,<,--~~..:'1..~~~"A:t.,,~.,~, 0:';"':" - __ :.'." .0 e " <Ir<i

>~.,A ~t~,~w~~,~~,e,l}b}"flll-:calJ~," . . ." ' .,~

;F'iiiland,. ha.,vJlJg.been)rdtaWp by lot by the President,
ff8$1dti11ed: ujJQn to'lvpre f!~s.t. " ",,:0 "

,,',: ,..0; .: , .: _ -, ., ,"'.' e-l ':'I ",: ),Ci~· .-Iqp~ .,~,;, ,", ..' . ,,:' _:
o '. .···.,,·~ln !li,l~t.!r;."9~l1e!1~, aup~lJ.l'¥ ~,Jlldol1~si~" I.x:~q, Jortlarl,

.. Lebtm0ll. LlbY~~Mll:'1i•.l'S.iurltania, Mongohw; MQ,l'pccQ,
o .,.Nig~r:;, paldst~~ii" ·PQl~~d;IlOrnaIl~a. Sau~ Arabia,
~n~gal, ,Soma1ili"Sudan-~SY,l'ia:~Tuni,sia;' UkJ.'eillian

b .SQvief ,So(,Jialist.. Rep\lblic~o uo1OI1.\,pfbbvtet °Soplalist
"~«~P~b\iQS~'lJllit~g,,~~}>ReJlU~l,~c;(:)~en,y~o~~avili,
"Afg\ia,n{stRll,Alpll.nia,, Alge:l:'ia, Argentina,ByelQDussia,n
·~yie.t "~Ci~,U'b't,Re~ubgc ;f'aIXl~9ia'oGll.m€:,ro';)Jl ;Cit~a,
Q~~J1~' ~~~1),9S~l)Xaklll;:<,,:~t ";::"<~\" .. "V,?~:'

t'~\

noo ' ;).. General Asaombly - seventeenth Sesslol.\.-Plenat:y M.gotlngs

6C.; Mr. KURAt (TJl~~key).,(t.ranslnted from Frenoh):
o " We have been disOUSl3i!!g the question of Oman for two

'yclll's and my delegafi6n has 'always felt compelled to
,.ab~tatn,Jrom taking Jlartinth~debates and votes on,the'
draft l'~Solutions submitted because we lacked the in
formation, nec:9ssary to throw light on this somewha'tl)
c'Onfusedpl'o61~m.' 0 4', 'Cl

r:, -, 0

co 61. The sUitemetit which the U~ited' Kingdom repre- (j
sentati~e i1as just made provides an opportunity of
l'emedying this defioienoy, and we hope we shl\U bs

,able t,') obtatntbe information we need.,- '
Q) '" 1.1

"62. ConsequentlY,!11y delegation will vote againsUhe
J draf~;resolutiofi' submitted to the G~D,eraIAsseqlblyby

'the Spe.gial,Political CQmmittee, because we think we
should-besable to take advantage of this new develop
ment in order to view the~problem moreolel\I'ly'ln the
future. ~. -: ~ =0 n• .c a

0. '" "'" . ',-..I'(
," • .c , (.'

(J Mr. Muhammad,,Zaf:rolla Khan (Pakistan) resumed
t1:Je Chair~ (') , i';',
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Agllins t: -r"~~ted Kingdom of Grent, Brttaill and solved, for this l'edson, the ~ustrinnqelegaUonvoted
NOl'thern IrEltlmd, United States of Amel'ioa, Australia, in the Spe~ial Politioal Committ-e,l) against theethird ,
Aush'in, Belgilu~; D~nmark, Finland, .}I'r/Uloe, Gabon: pnragl'aph of thl} preamble Qf the draft res~luUonbut
Ioeland, Ireland,I,-Ualy. Japan, Luxembourg. Nether- abstained from voting on the operative part and on the
landsa' New Zealand, 'Nioaragua, Norway, Portugal, . draft r eaolutlon as a wl~le. L

South AfNoa.~Q,in. Sweden, Turkey." , 73. A,fter' the voting in the Sp~oial politiQalCom-
Abstailling:o'DnperVolta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argen- mittee., efforts were made to find a n~w approaoh to

Una, Burma, ;aurWldi, Cambodia, Canada". Chil~, obtain the necesaary information through an Indepen-
Colombia, Costa Rioa. Ethiopia, Federation of Malnya, dent source, We note with 'satisfa9tion, from the state-
Greeoe. Honduras; India, .Israel, Ivory Coast,Laas, ment made by therepl'esentntive of the United King-
Liberia, Mexico, Nigeria, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, dome that 'these efforts"hava resulted in ~invitati'on' Cl

Philippines, Sierl'a Leone,' Thailand, Toga, Ug'Mda. whioh is 'to -be extended by the Sultan of Musoat and
, ' ,', Oman to a representative of the Seor.!3tary-Gen~ral.

The result of the vote was 44 in favour, ~3 against, We ~lievl;l_, that suoh an approach will prQvidea new
and,30abstentions. Il (J eleme~t ~)t{of1ightfaoilitate tb.~:,sotution of"th~ ques ...

Operative paragraph 3 was notadopted,having failed tton, \\ 00 6\'c;~ G a 0 0 "

to obtain the required two-t/lirds majority. 74. "Thei'efol'e, in these circumstances the"Aus~l'ian
\\ ,., • '0 . ' ,'"

67. The PRESIDENT: The t4'aft resolution Is not ,,,cjelegatlon, beheving ,i;hatany premature action would
adopted.* I "call upon tbe,::repre13en£atives who wish to endanger thes~efforts, and after carefuloconsiderution,
explain t'heJr votes. ":; decided to i1!ote against the draft resolution submitted

, , . by I..le Special. Political Committee.
68. Mr. FUKUSHIMA (Japan): During thevmeettngsof ' , .,
the Special -Polttlca! Committee On the queation. of 75. Mr. GOMEZ ROBLEPO (Mexico) (translateClfrom,'
Oman, in the view of the delegation of ;Japan, there was Spanish): We felt compelled to ab~tain froxp. votirig on
not enough agreement .on the facts and events to afford the draft resolution as a whole and on e~J~h of the para-
a basis ~or a clear-out dectsion, This was the main graphs, not because Mexico has in any way departed
reason why my delegation al;\stained on the ch'eit from its firm antt-colontaltst policy, but simply for
resolution in the Committee. lack of Information., Without a trustworthy reportfrom

'. .. an impartial third party, the case is one of impene-
69. Prior tOT t?e votl.ngat thie meeting the representa- trable complexity. We cannot remedy this; at least in ,--,
tive of the. Un~ted Kmgdom made a statet?ent. If.this my delegation's view, simply by\analy~ing'theagree-
st.atement lS !-lloperly .implemente~, the UmtedNatio~s merit or treaty of Sib, of which the partles conoerned-
WIll be provlded with an opporjunity to approach thls for whom we have great respect-and with whose friend-
p~oble~ in a more advantageo,us perspective. I.f it is at ship we are honoured-s-are presenting' two mutually
all possible to gain more objective and realistlc Inform- contradlctorv interpretations.
atlon on the subject, my delegation considers itadvis- . . '.' C

able that the. General Assembly should wait at least for 76. Th~S" lS ,certamly .3:n?ther case where i.t may be
another year before taking any action OIl this question. seen. that .legal or polltlcaltexts. only lilcq~re their 0

We believe that it would be wise to take advantage of fUl~ mea~m~, an~ according~y the.lr correct l~terpre-
.thtaopportuntty to obtain such information through a tation, within tl~elrproper. hl.stqrlcal and soctologtoal
representative of the Secretary-General to be invited context.. Now this context IS Just what we have. not ~et
to the territory in question, been able to see clear-ly-enough to enable us to decide

• . in favour of one or the other interpretation.
70. Having these new elements and factors in mind, . .: ":" .. ,
my delegation voted against the draft resolution. We 77. FpI' all these reas~ns, and b.ecause we do not
should like our vote to be construed as a constructive feel convinced that there lS any baSIS for the assump-
step forward in the path towards a fair and equitable tions l;illclerlying the draft l'esoluti?n. upon w~ch we
solution of this problem. In other words, by casting a "hav~~.,Just' voted, we ~hought that It ~as our duty to
negative vote, we have, in effect, voted for all alterna- abs~~1n. On such a serIOUS ~atter, tp~ave voted fol' or
tive to the draft .resolutlon which we felt would hold against would have seemed 11'reSpOl\Slble•

.. promise of a more pos.itive approach, At the same time, ,78,. Mr. G:ARCIA DEL SOLA~,(Arge'htina); (transla;ted'
however, we do not wlsh our negative vote on the draft from Spanish): We wereextreme~y pleased to hear the
resolution to be interpreted as taking Ci:>positim~, o,ne sta,tEWlent made· by the representative .of the United
wayo~ another, on the s~b~tance, or the mertts or Kingdom before the vq,te, announcing that the Sultano~

demerzts of the draft resolut1On.", ; Muscata,ndGrnanhadinvitedarepresentativeappointed
71. kis OUr e~~nest hope that the Government of the'?~ .the. U:nited.Nations to. viSit~he t~rrHo.r3' ll.J,,~el' his
U,Rited Kingdom will exert its good.offices tol}aye the Jl.lrl~dlCtlon•. We regret ,th,at, the.sugge~bon came too
Sultan'sinvitation for the Secretary,:--General 's repre- late to" be 'gIven, full conslderatlOn,l3.ut we a'i-e Vt~ry
sentatiVe to" proceed to Omali realized as SOon as glad that. the proposal madeby the Sultana! Muscat and
'possible. ~' . Oman iS"in line with aS1.lggestionniade in the Special

" , ,~ . , " " . ,Political Comniitteeby two Latin Amertcanrepre-
;",72. 1\1:1" <;HJUENUS (;\ustria):,~he Aust~iandelegationsentatives, thl? representatives af Chile and Peru, for

;' )lad ~ade.~'?~ery,ca,.l'ef~l ai1alysJs pf ~hegebate in the t~epurpose "of .8bt(~ini.ngclearer ,.anClrnoredil'eot
i./ ,:' SpeClal pohb?al Comm,lt!r:e oIl the ~llestlOn,of Oman. knoWledge than',w6Jnow h~WEl about the sitll.atioliinthat

) The informatlon submltted. to 1;P.e"'Special Political territory.' ';{, ,/'",
'"",'ComlX}itteeo!! this question did not see~ sUfficient to ....,.. . .' .. ' \1 . '. '..

enable (),ur d~1egation to reach a fair judgementon the 7~... ~~(~oP~. part[2flllarl~,noWthatthedraftresolu~lOn
meritsofthequestion, and on how it could pest be ,1'e- ha.:s beenreJected,.;that~'le Pl'oposalof J:heSultaIl0f

, . . , ., " ' , ,', M,-wcatandOman wil~ Bepuqntoeffectllnd Mnc~ that,
:".Thereprese'ntad~eof,'Sulgill:,la, who was· absent ~t the.dl11eof the' if .t~e i tern. is •again br?ught before the United Na~ions'·

~OtlPtl.subsequcntlylnforl11ed ~he'SecJ:'etariat that,had he been'present. ~t~/later ses,~ion,Jtwillbediscusse~in the-1ightof
heWb,iild havE\,vo~ed In favour. :', new evidence, of ipformation less conflicting~ci,

,y' ,""" ,,";' I;" ' ,'OH' '-"',' ~:" \1.'-Jj'
1/
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obscure than that whion compenedua to abstain {ram
voting on this oocaston, Only thus can Mem~r States,
who are required to oonslder the questton ofOman with
an, open mind, make any .useful ccmtributlon towards
achieving what should tie our fundament~l purpose: to
prevent the question of Oman from beoomlng an a~di

tional source of tension in the MiddleEast, and disturb
the peace of that region.

, c Statement by' the Pres Ident

80. The PRESIDENT: This concludes consideration of
the last item on the agenda for this atternocn, I would

like, howeve», to ennounce th~t the report of th.:; Con..
forenoe of the Eighteell-Natlonccmmtttee onDisarma
ment, whioh the General Aasembly in its resolution
1762 A, (XVII) requested by 10 D~ember 1962. was
reQeivec:\ yest~day from Geneva~ Voluminous doou..
mentation Is annexed to tl1e roport,andbeoa~seof this
it will taka some. time before the report is olroulated.
At this point I wish to plaoe onreoord the faot that the
report·was reoeived on time. 0 \

The meeting rose'at 4.40 p.m.
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