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9 FEBRUARY 1950 .

PREAMBLE

The Contracting States,

Considering the concern of the United Nations for the protectlon of human
rights without any discrimination as given expression in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights; and in particular their concern for the protection of the‘righﬁs .
of refugees as evinced in various resolutions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, and

Consldering further that it is desgirable to revise and consolidate existing
international agreements relating to the protection of refugess, to extend the
gcope of such agreements to additional groups of refugees and to increase the
protection accorded by these instruments, |

Have agreed.
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CHAPTER T
GENERAL PROVISTONS

Definition of the term "relfusee"

A, Tor the purposes of this Convention, the term "refugee" shall apply bto:

1. Any person who;
(a) as a result of events in Furope after 3 Sevtember 1939 and before

1 January 1951 hag well-founded fear of being the victim of persecution

for reasons of race, religion, nationality or political opinion; and

(b) hes left or, owing to such fear, is outside the country of his

nationality, or if he has no nationality, the country of his former

habitual fesidence; and

(¢) 1ie unable or owing to such fear unwilling to avail himself of the

protection of the government'of his country of nabionality,

This provision shall not include a person who waz a member of a

German minority in a coﬁntry outside Germany and who is in Germany,

2. Any person who:

(&) (i) was a victim of the Nazi regime in Germany or in a territory
purported to have been incorporated into Germany, or of &
regime which took part on ite gide in the Second World War or
of a regime in a country occupied by (ermany which agsisted
Germeny against the Tnited Nations; o

(ii) was or has wali~founded fear of being a victim of the
Falanglst regime in‘Spain; and

(b) hes left or is oubeids the country of his naticnality or, if he

hes no nationality, the country of his former habitual. regidence; and

(c) i wnable or for veamsons other “han those of purely personal

opnvenience unwilling to avell himself of the protection of the'

govermment of his country of nationality.
3. Apy Person who In the period between 4 Auguet 1914 and 3 September 1939
_ was considered to be a refuges, . ‘
B. The Contracting States may agree to add to the definition "refugee" contained

in this Article persoms in other categoriés recommsnded by the General Assembly.

/e, To
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g, No Contracting State shall apply the benefits of this Convention to any
person who in its opinion has committed a crime specified in article VI of the
Tondon Charter of the Inﬁernational Military Tribunal or any other act éontrary

to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

‘D, This Convention shall cease to apply to any refugee when:

1. he acquires a new nationality, or

he veturne to the country of his nationality, or if he has no nationality,

2.

+o the cowtry of his former habitual residence.
Article 2 (10)

General obligations

In any country in which a refugee finds himself he must conforﬁ to the laws

and regulations, including measures taken for the meintenance of public order.-
Article 3 (nev)

Non-discrimination

The Contracting Btates shall not discriminate sgainst & refugee on account of

his race, religion, or country of origin, or becauze he is a refugee,
Article 4 (8)

Exemption from reciprocity

Where rights and favours are accorded to aliens generally, but are made

subject to reciprocity, those rights and favours shall not be refused to refugses.
Article 5 (25)

Bremption from exceptional measures

Any excevtional mesasurcs vhich o Conbrecting State may take against the
Person, pronerty or interests of nationals oi a foreign State, shall not be
applied to a vefuree who is formally a national of the saild :.tats, scolely on

account of such nationality.

Article & (29)

Continuity of residence
The Contracting ftates agree that: :
1. whers a reitee has been forcibly displaced during the Second Yorld War

and removed to the veriitory of a Gontracting State, znd is reciding tlele, the

[periol of
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Period of such enforced sojourn shall be considered to have heen lawful rvesidence
within that territory; '

2. vhere a refugse has been forcibly displaced during the Second VWorld War
from the territory of a Contracting State and has subsequently rvelurned there, the

period of residence hefore and alfter such enforced displacement

]

hall be reparded

as one uninterrupted period for any purposes for which uninteryupted residence is

required,

JCBAPTIR 17
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the most ravourable treatment possible and in any event, treatment not lese
E . S ;

ravourable than that accorded ;encrally (o aliens in the sane clrcumstances,

ht to engace in agriculture, industry, handicrafts and

[ | S T
’G;C)E\LJ.'CLS o1l LG

commerce andt to establish comercial end indusurial companies,

frticle 1h (15)

Liberal -uiofessionsg

1. The Contuacting States shall occord to relurees laoviully resident in
0 y ]

their werritory wmo hold diplomas reco nized by the competent anthorities of
the country of residence, and wvho are desirous of practising a liberal

the wogt favourable treatment nossible, and in any event, treatnent

Drorfegsion,
not less Favourable than that accorded renerally to aliens in the sanme

circiuistances.
2. The Contracting States shall use their best endeavours consistently

wivh thelr lavs and constitutions to secuve the settlement of such refugees in
' Iy

their colonies wrotectorates or in trvst territories under thelr adulnistrotion,

(CHADTIR IV
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CHALTER IV
WIELFARE

Article 15 (18)

Rationing
“Vhers & rationing system exists, refugees shall be trealed on the samne

footing =z nationals.

Article 16

Housing

As repards housing, the Contracting States, insgofar as the natter is

remiated by laws or vegulations, or is subject to the control of public
authorities, shall accord to refugees lawfully in their territory the most
favoursbls treatment posmible and, in any event, treatment not less favourable

then theat accorded generally to aliens in the same clrcumstances .

Article 17 (20)

Public educatlon

1. 7The Contracting States shall accerd to refugees the same treatment
am 18 accorded to nationals with respect to elementary education.

2. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees the most favourable
troatment sccorded to nationals of a foreign country with resvect to other
gducation and in particular as regards the remigsion of fees and charges and

the oward of scholarships.

Article 18 (19)

Public reliefl

The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully in theixr
territory the same treatment with respect to public relief and assistance

ag 18 accorded to nationals.

Article 19 (16 and 17)

labour legisglation and social security

L. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully in their
territory the mave treatment as 1s accorded to nationals in respect of the

following matters:

/(a) Insofar as
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(a) Insofar as such matters are governed by laws or regulations or are
subject to the control of administrative authorities; remineration,
including family allowances where these form part of'remunefation, hours
of work, overtime arrangements, holidays with pay, feétrictions on home
work, minimum age Ffor employmsnt, Apnrenticeship and training, women's
work and the work of young persons and the enjoyment of the bemefits of
collective bargaining;

(b) Social security (legal provisions in resﬁect of employment injury,

maternity, sickness, disability, old age, death, unemployment, family

responsibilities and any other contingency, which, according to national
laweg or regulations, ig covered by a social sscurity scheme), subject

to the following limitations: '

(1) there may be appropriate arrangements for the maintenance
of acquired rights and rights in course of acguisition;

(ii) mational laws or regulations of the country of residence
may prescribe special arrangements concerning benefits or
portions of’benefits which are payable wholly out of
public funds, and concerning allowances pald to persons
who do not fulfil the contribution conditions prescribed
for the award of a normal penaion.

2. Contractinc States whose nationals enjoy the benefits of agreements
for the maintenance of acquired rights and rights in the process of
acquisition in regard to socilal security, shall extend the benefits of such
egrecments to refugees subject only to the conditions which apply to nationales.

3. Contracting States will give sympathetic consideration to sxtending
to individual refugees so far as possible *he benefits of similar agreements
which may have beén concluded by such Contracting States with the country of

the individual's nationality or former natlonality.

. [CHAFTER V
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CHAPTER V

TNISTRATIVE MEASURES

Adminisgtrative Asgistance

Nrbicle 20 (23)

1. The Contracting States in whoae territory the gxercise ol a vight by

vould novwelly require the assistance of the DuthOLlL'C of hie country of

rance thet such essigbance ds alforded to reluZeer Ty an

el ity shall oy
srthority o anthorities, natlonsl or international.

'

fE The authority or mubhorities

menbloned in paragraph 1 shall . so Tfor as

deliver or couse bo be delivoved to reluge

such docuu

o
sbions g world norwally be delivered to other aliens by thel. natlonal

aubhoritiss,

i Documents or cerltifications so delivered shall stand in tihe stead of.and

be sccorded the pame valldilty as would be accorded to glmilar lvgtiunenbs delivered

Lo aliens Ty thelr natlonal authoritlies.

b, Subyect to such exceptional treatwment as may be granted to indigent

refug

may be charged for the services menbloned herein, bulb such fees

=l

chall Pe modeiate and comensurate with those charged to nationals For gmimilar

BELYVLICCE .

Article 21 (new)

Trecdom of movement

The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawiully Zn their teryibory

the right bo choome thelr pluce of residence and to travel freely witinwm Lhedir
territory, subject to any vegnlations governing =liens generally an’ vo bLhe

conditions under which such refugees were admitted.

Article 22 (21)

I¢

The Contracting Stebes shall issue identity papers

ntity papers

to any refugee in their
territory vho dows not possess a valld travel document issued mursuant to
Ariicle 23.
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Article 23 (22)

Travel documents

1. The Contracting States shall issue, on request, to a refugee lawfully
resident in their territory, a travel document for the purpose of travel outside
their territory; and the provisions of the Schedule to this Convention shall
apply with respect to such document. The Contracting States may issue such a
travel document to a rcfugec not lawfully resident in their territory.

2, Travel documents lssued to refugees under previous internstional agreemenbs
by parties thereto shall be rccognized and treated by the Contracting States in the

gamc way as if they had bcen issucd pursuant to this Article.

Article 24 (11)

Fisgcal charges

1. The Contracting States shall not impose upon refugees in their territory
dutice, charges or taxes, of any description whatsoecver, other or highcr than
thosce which arc or may be levied on their nationals in similar situations,

2. DNothing in the above paragraph shall prevent the application to refugocs
of the laws and regulations concerning charges in respect of the issuec to alicns
of administrative documents,

3. The Contracting States rcserve the right to impose upon refugccs a special
duty pajable cither on identity cards, or residencc permits or on ftravel documents.
Roverme accruing from thié duty shall be wholly applied to charitics for the

relief of rcfugces,

Article 25 (new)

Transfer of assets

1. A Contracting Statc shall, in conformity with its laws and regulations

permit a refugec to transfer assets which he has brought with him into its
territory to another country where he has been admitted for the purposes of .
roscttlement , ‘ ‘

2, The Contracting Statces shall give sympathetic consideration to the
application of a refugec for permissioh to transfer asscts whercver they may be
and which arc ncccssary for his rceettlement to ancther country wherc he has boen

admittod.

[Article 26
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Articlc 26 (24 third article)

Rofﬁaoes not lawfully admitted.

1. The Contracting States shall not imposc punalties, on account of his
{llegal cntry or prosence, on a refugee who enters or who i present in their
territory without authorization, and who prescnte himsolf wilthout delay to the
anthorities and shows good cause for hig 1llegsl entry or.presenacs,

2, The Contracting Statcs shall not apply to such refugec restrictions of
movemont other than thosce which arc nccessary and such restrictions shall only
be appliod until his status in the country is regularized or he obtains admission
into anothcr country. The Contracting States shall allow such refugee a
reagonable period and all the nccessary facilitics to obtaln admicsion into anothcr
country.

Article 27 (2k sccond articlc)

Bypulsion of lawfully rceident roefugcoe

1, The Contracting Statcs shall not cxpcl a refugee lawfully in their
territory save on grounds of natlional sccurity or public order and in pursuance of
2 doeision reached in accordance with duc proccss of law.

2, Buch rcfugec shall be cntitled, in accordance with the cstabliched law and
proccdurc of the country, to submit cvidence to clear himsclf and to be represcnted
boforc the competont authority,

3. The Contracting States shall allow such refugcc a roasonablc period
within vhich to scck legal admission into another country, The Contracting Statce
roscrve the right to apply during that period such internal neasures as they ﬂﬁy

deem neceyrary,
Article 28 (2L first articlc)

Prohibition of cxpulsion to torritorice whorc the 1ifc
or frocdom of thc refuscc is thrcatencd

Toch of the Contracting Statcs shall not cxpel or return, in any manncr
vhatsocver, a rofugee to the fronticrs of torritorics where his lifc or frocdom
would bc threatencd on account of his racc, rcligion, nationality or political

opinion,

/@gticlo 29 -
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Naturalizatigg

The Contracting States shall es far as possible facilitate the amsgimilation
and naturalization of refugees, They shall in particular make every elffort to
exnedite naturalization proceedings and to reduce as far as possible the charyes

and costs of such proceedings.

/OHAPITR VI,
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CHAPTER VI
TMPTEMENTATION AND TRANSITORY PROVISIONS
Article 30 (26 and 27)

Co-operation of the national authorities with the United Nations
1. The Contracting States shall facilitate the work of the agencies

charged by the United Nations with the international protection of refugees such

as the Unlted Nations High Commlissioner for Refugees.
2. In ordexr to enable such agsnciss to make reports to the competent organs

of the United Nations, the Conbracting States shall provide them in the form
pPrescribed with data, statlstics and information concerning: '

(a) +the condition of refugees,

(p) the implementation of this Convention, and

(¢) all regulations ,' laws, decrees etc., made by them concerning refugees

Article 31 (30)

Measures of implementatlon of the Convention
Rach of the Contbtracting Stales shall adopt 1n accordance with its
Constltution, any legislative or other measures necesgary to ensure the

application of this Convention.

Article 32 (31)

Relation to previous Conventlons
1. Without prejudice to Avrticle 23 paragraph 2 of this Convention, this
Convention replaces the Arrangements of 5 July 1922 , 31 May 192k, 12 May 1926,
30 June 1928 and 30 July 1935, and the Conventions of 28 October 1933 and
10 February 1938 and the Agreement of 15 October 1946 , a8 between all parties to

thise Convention.
2. As between two_Stetes parties to a previous instrument mentioned in

paragrapn 1 of this Article, one of which is not party to this Convention the
previous Agreement shall continue in force.

3. Rach of the above-mentioned insﬁruments shall be deemed to be
terminated when all the States rarties thereto shall have become parties +to this

Convention.

JCBAFTER VII
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CHAPTER VIT
FINAL CLAUSES
Article 33 (32)

Settlement of disputes

If any dispute shall erise between Parties to this Convention relating to its
interpretation or application, and if such dispute cannot be meltled by other
means, the dispute shall, at the request of any one of the Parties to the dispute,

be referred to the Intermational Court of Jusgtice.
Article 3h (33)

Signature, ratification and accession

1, This Convention shall be open until ... (one year after the Convention ig
opened for signature) for signature on behalf of any Member State of the United
Nations and on behalf of any non-member State to which an invitation has besn
addregsed by the Fconomic and Social Council.

2, It shall be ratified and the instruments of ratification shall be
depogited with the Sécretary-General of the United Nations,

3 The States mentioned in the first paragraph which have not signed the
Convention by the ... (date indicated In the first paragraph) may accbde fo it,

-Accession shall be effected by deposit of an instrument of accession with the

Secretary-General of the United Netions,
Article 35 (36)

Colonial Clause

1. Any State may, at the time of signature, retification or accession or
at eny time thereafter, declare by notification addressed to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations that the present Convention shall extend to all or eny of the
texrritories for the international relations of which it 1s responsible. Thig
Convention shall extend to the territory or territories named in the notification
as Irom the thirtieth day after the day of receipt by the Secretary-Gensral of the
United Nations of this notification.

2, Inch State undertalies with respect to those territories to which the
Convention is not extended at the time of sigpaturs, ratification or accesgion to

talle as soon asg possible the necessary steps 1n order to extend the ap lication of-

/this Convention
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this Convention to such texritories, subject, where necessary for consbltutional

reagons, to the comsent of the govermments of such territories.

3e The Secretary-General of the United Nabions shall communicate the presen

Convention to the States referred to in Avticle 36 Tor troansmission to the
respongible authorities ofs -

(a) Any Non-Self-Governing Territory administered by them;

(b) Any Trust Territory administered by them;

(c) Anj other non-metropolitan terwiltory for the intermational relations

of which they are responsible.

Article 36 (35)

et e b s S

Regervations
1, The Contracting States resgerve the right to meke such reservabtlons with
recard bo this Convention as way be called for by their constitutional gtructure,
flimly established. Internatlional usages or thelr particulay contractual. obligatlion

2. In no cage shall a Comtracting State make a vesgervation with regard to

&0
Articles 1 and 23 of this Convention.

-~

Article 37 (34)

WL

Entry into force

This Conventlon shall come into force on the ninetieth day followilng the day
of deposit of the second instrument of ratification or accession.

For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the depositlbf
the second Ingtrument of ratification or accession, the Couvention éhall enter inbc
force on the ninetieth day following the date of deposit by such State of its

ingtrument of ratificatlon or accession,
Article 30 (37)

Denunciation

L. Any Contracting State may denounce thig Convention at any btime by a
written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the Tnited Mations,

2. Such demunciation shall take effect for the Contracting Sﬁmte conceimed
one year from the date upon which it is received by the Becreteiy-General of the
United Hatilons,

Ba Any Contracting State which bag wade & declavetion under Arbiele 35

paragraph 1 may at any time theresfter, by nobification to the ¢

o
DEC

stary-General of

/e United
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the United Nations, deglare;that the Convention shall cease to extend to such
territory one year after the date of receipt of the notification by the

Secretary-General,
Article 39 (30)

Revision ,
Any Contracting State may request revision of this Convention at any time by
written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Notions,
The Economic and Social Council shall recommend the gteps, 1f any, to be taken

in regpect of such request.
Article 40O (39)

Notifications by the Secretary-General

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Membexrs of the
United W.tions and mon-member States referred to in Arbicle 3h (33):

(a) of signatures, ratifications and accessions received in accordance

with Article 34 (33); ,

(b) of the date on which the present Convention will come into force in

accordance with Article 37 (34);

(¢) of reservations made in accordance with Article 36 (paragraph I);
(a) of denunciations received in accordance with Article 38 (37):
(

e) of requests for revisgion received in accordance with Article 39 (38).

In faith whereof the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present
Protocol on behalf of their respective Governments, and of which the Inglish,
French, Russian, Spanish and Chinese official texts have equal validity,

(or are equally authentic)

Done at this day of . _, in a single copy, which shall

remain deposited in the archives of the United Nations, and certified true copies
of which shall be delivered to all the Members of the United Natlons and to the

3l

non-member States referred to in Article 34

ke

/PROTOCOL:
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PROTOCOL
CCNCERYING STATELESS PERSONS

The Contracting S'Ea'bes ;

Considering that the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees
dated . deals only with refugees, vhether stateless or not,
who are the special concern of the United Nations, as evinced in numerous
resolutlons of the General Assembly, and

Considering, moreover, that there are meny stateless persons not covered by
the sald Convention who do not enjoy any national protection and, pending a more
special solution of the problém of such persons, it appears desirable to improve
the status of these persons;

Now therefore underteke to apply, mutatis mutandis, the provisions of
Articles 2 to. 4, 6 to 11, 12 raragrarh 1, 13, 14 paragraph 1, 15 to 23, 24
paragrapha 1 end 2, 27 and 29 of the Convention Relating to the 3tatus of
Refugees, to whom that Convention does not apply to mtateless persons.

This Protocol shall not apply to a person wvho waeg a nermber of & (Cerman
minority in a country outside Germany and who 18 in Germany.

The standerd final clauses follow,





