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The q" " 8t1o" ,,1' cOllveni nf: an i n t e r nat ,;.o nu l confc.t'cncc
on tI ,t' problems o f' !lWI'" '' "mvJ" ollm"n~

L",tt .. r <1>l.t ed 20 Mav 196fl f r UlI\ t h" Pel'Il1uncnL
Repr", ~ ..nta;L ivc of Swedell82idresB"d to t he

S"cr"t,ury -Gen e r lll of ' the UnJ.t ed /la t j On ';

ActI ng upo n i nstruct .1.urm of my G(Jv"rfl1"~nt J have t he honour t o r<"QU"'Kt , i n

""cordancc ",,-t h rule 10 of t h e rule u o f pr oc ed1lr " 01' t ll.. l':conomic a nd Socifl l

C"unc i l , t ha t a n i t ..", 1>" irwcribod on the "g~lld ,-, o f t he torty- fjfth ,;., ,,,, ion o f t h e

Econor.lic and Social Cot lnc U ..n'" i t l cd us fo1.101l~ :

'"fil e 'luentio n of' convenine Bn 1n t e r nll tionlll confercnc" on t h e prohl ems
of hurm n e nvi rolliilent " .
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, • 'l'Il<' pur por.., 01' lhi: 1t,"1". l'rojlOsecl 1." t o l'l'<J" ide " f rt,""'>I\wk :!'or ...

corr,p l,,,l .,,nsiv.. cOnll1<lcr a t .!on 01\h i n tll .. Unit..,] Ilnt1ro," at' tJ,~ proolelll'l o f h Ul<811

cr.IIl''Ol'I':£'''1. .

P . The notion ·p'vbl~.. of h~ ..nv:1ronDCnt- lIt'ed here is l#Idcr8too:l to EC&1l,

on "he on.., hund , t he d"m8"'~ 10. the nat.ur-....l "'<I'l"OUlldj n"" 0 1' mull brought wlOut ,

,' 1thOl,t "d c q "ll t~ COl'"Jtl"ol, by th.. us e of 1'I,o <!P' ll t echnol ng lcul oo,'a nceA in 1'1<1=tr ,)'

u.nd UP,l"iclllturc, ar.n <%I the other h<llxl , th.. tmpe.ci: of U ti:; [Il'UCCSS on =n hhosd:t.

Wit"in th.. firs'\. cutegor)' r",u l'l'Cbleoo>< ,nr.h ""~ c ir an:! _ ter pollution, CroolO1,

and/or 'lcplcti.orr 01' 1,h" "(li l , c;;c " a A/vc w K\ uncont x-ol l "'<l us e of biocldc~, prob.t..ms

"r '.+Il " l~ ~t.c . , ant,] t he ,U s t w'hane " of t he cr()l~ce..l l>nlnJ1<.' ''' CIl USt>d t h " rcby .

To the socord c lit"Ror,y l>CJ.O<1R 1,8UCIl p"rtalnin p; to hf,altn. -..ork1ne &Ild living

ennditlnr,,. US h ,fiuellCoo by <,.p.v'RC~ in tlIe nntura\ ,mrl'OUl><lillt!", un\llannPd and

unc ontrolled urban grm.oth etc . IS th N'g"n l tp t h.. l "t1.er probl "n" t l,o err""t~

,,','C bO"'~h phy~ l o"l (l' od I"'yehologi~'i.l i n »eccc-e , 1 ,llL~ l1 I"QOll'ing ~hllntytOl>'nB und ot her

1.YP<"~ uf 31ut1 nreuu, B.fl ~ll U3 rapid urban g>"OWtb, caUSe not only etr nollu1.ion,

trnt"flc c~e"tio".. , D. dUNgi ng 1"...01 of' no~"" " nd "hurply inere=ed ""ci<lent

rut "", but also probl,"ms ,conned .cd "1.1.,, t' ll..1ly d l"or ea"ha tion, met rlRl t "''1oi o''''

~",l 1m,r"ftoed "'-illlo rateA,

, . 'I1,e i lllf.oO l"t<:nc" , ind eed the ur g.-ncy, of the probJ.<:m:> o. h\lfl/Ul cnviroru:cnt ill

hcil1f! 1.ncr " ,u1ine1.y !"'CCOWU1.<!d 1n devel.opcd am aev..loping eOl,ntriell. 1::1 ~

developl"f( eOUl,L):'ie" '-he probJ """ involved, IIUY not yet have l ,ee""'" tI.ll s,,"'i oUll

l ,ll t he "l lort l' ,Ul n~ i n t he h1. llhly ,;,nd l.ls tr1r.tli~e" coun tri .." , hut they ar" nm,here

cb " ent, mtd " i ll ..).t.h c "rteuri.--y g>...... eVer nore oer J a m; .. J t h wid.."pr"""-l \1.1", of

toOlero t " et-:nolngy. 'i1d s to< parliculftrly true 'oI1th r egard to t1";>]>i"81 =e1oos

.. ith c limat I c lIr.d Hool~1elll extre.-.::~ ,mer .., natur« 1s ofton 1ItOr<l ..."nGitl. ve to

i nt "'."vcnt I on by Jt"-'n t han I n t"I ' ]><::1'" t" Mm..",. Compl ..x nrb..niZl~tlon prOlllclIIIi lmv <'!

u.1,r-cady .. .-:1s .. 1> in Jn81ly d"'~loplne: countrics .

~ " 11 nu,-b..... ot" Olwmi zat 1<n-> "H;hin UIC ao1tcd Ibt i ",l" hav" lIlr..::dy e~ed in

the ,;t,l:ly ot" Uw';c l ""uca, Id;) hafc fOl" ~""'o timo b "" n act i ve l n t h.. fieJ.'l o f"

,.."e" ,· ~n l a i r l'ollut !,on. FAO h(l3 bcen "on,~"l'f1 "d ",lLh. the cro ~ ion IIml d "'pl ct1on of

th., soU unci "jth the COHIlOry"t1on 01" ,""j"hjT\jl; BnJUlld3. ~ i" :tnt"1"""ted i n tbe

I .. ,
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gcIle r al probl".. 01" con~"rvn'~lon (.If' no.t.u,.., ...",1 J 9; t tl CO-OT*'ratJon ll1th o:thc"

liI;cnc t c ll, Bpon:>oring a "OOfcn:ncc OIl t 1lc b toupflCl"<: "-id" caU~ Gf.p'Leaoer. The

~c and Social CtlUl'l<'il hoG h8d It.cm::1 concerning "nYl~"W VOlLlltion am.
the cOOC" }'va t ton of' th.. eDvt rDllllCnt Ol:l i t:> agenda f o <" :lea! )'''''n< " nd "Ill ut i t.:.

cUJTCfl't 0".''''10<1 li=.l. vitll~ biehlJ' l 11Ulrlnati"l': n 'J",>T'"l;:; pn!J)t>. .....1 tly 13:>. FAO... """"".
~ . '!'h"sc neJ;iv1ties are highly J..r.oortunt ",nd U.ey dc:;c rvc auppoM. ..rd

."lc Ol.ll'tll'i....nt . }/o:,n>ve r , the)" hu.vc net )'cl. bf:,en given t h.. l>l'C*tn<:flCC 1n ...." "

dd ib" rutiollll o f t he c a llp.. tent orguns or thfo United N,,-Uoru; , in purt i cular t1: ..

Gen..nU. AllScm1>ly an:! the F:oo~c and Uoetal ()oU!lC l 1, ..hteh 11 ncecs"ary U· t.hey

an \.<) haY" """,illlUI!l imp,\Ct on t he prnrtl eul actiom; pt Go v"l'l'''...ntB an<1

Intet'p;overnmclltal and non. p;<.Jvcrm::en1.al organb ,...tions . r urth"uOOl c , eo ..h,. probJ........

of hUPlBn ,,"vironm.ent g=v IIInT<:l Bcriooo every day, lMny nf t h em i nvoLvi ng U", r b k

01' i!')'<'!FElr aIJl e dSll'aec if n<.>t ,1l'IlJ,t " J,th i n t i me, i t will 1,c nl;c~ "Mury to extc!>1,

snl l nt ",n::; l1;r t nter na ttcn!U effort::; ul r e<ldy urd el'tak"n ElM t o lnittute n e" """" .

'.rhe!'e 1e, t.ncre ror e , "" irrl i ul'u'l; BbJ.e n....<1 t o c r "at e " b lt!li ~ fo~' compl'"hens i vp

COI'IAidcru,i,ion wi t hi n 'tbe Ilni t cd Nation::; of ~he probJ_"J"B of llt>1!18 n c nvi ronDlellt .
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( It) I t 'otOuld focWl t he attcntion of \k.., eITllt,ents ar.d p"bU c oplnl.on i n var ious

N,..,ntr l es on th.. iJr.porto.nc t' or t he probl e.... 1Wcn i f Bf"~oiJ..r " or t he sc icnti fic

c..-unJ.ty have b cc"",e rul ly !l>;<l,I"C l.Nll. c hanges in t he h UM'lll cnvlrornnt" nt .....y involve

Gcriolts tl......,"'ts to t h" vclfllr,"" h "deed thc :;urvJy" J., o. llIWl , t he e<:onOllJ1c , ~oc1<, l.

and poli t ical repercUSsi Oll ~ I ....v l' not yet been :fully rcttUr;c<l \Jy tll '"' public a t

largo. and by t h e poliey~.-ki1l8 Iluthori ti .." . l>'1der urrlcrst.alldillft ",1' tll.. probkm:;

i nvol ved 10nUld aakc """h _a.urea as have t.o 1><" taken, 1", it. on t h.- ootional or tt,,,

i ntt'nlatiot>al. kvel , ....., e_U1' w....,eptElble.

(b) s.:-, ""i-"'C ta or the '1l1ct..-l.1<.>n 11.... aJ.rwod;y undc r active ccnll1<l..rat1on in

Y>iriOUG Int e rnat ional orWtnisatiOll~. Other "-"pedE 11111 no doubt be u.k.." "-1'

t or lntcrnD:I.ional d lsel>t'5 ion within t h.. roresecabl " f"ui;W"' . 'l'tu"a, t here i " ....."u

t ar a eamtOIl out.J.ook a nd dirc<:1.ion IlIl t/t",tl 8B a ="~Ul'e of "d lldn1Rt rat t ve

cO-onlinatton. The Jll8chln..ry of ACe can 1,,, = ed in thl:; eeeocaton. I t i .. not

rcr -eecn U",t 'ony i nst.i t.ut lo>l11l l. l nn oV!l.tiOll'; ,,,-,,,-111 lJ<' r eou t rcd ,

/ ...
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(c l It \.~ul.d 1,,, hi ghly d "slrabl e to provide a ,...e tlne-e,round were exchange

or In t"or=Ljon IlIlil experience elln t.o.ll" plac e betllCCIl. :;cif'n t18ts . Ddal nh,'trators .

J'Oll t.,i.Ct8ll11 ':nd other l>0>r8OOll ell&<eCd i n "'...·iou& a8pect .. of 1.1"" _ 'tt er.

(d) U i" ""s"nt 1.ll1 tM't 'tbos.. sspcc't" or the problCWI 'that. ",an ally b c

solV'O'd t.1troUf)! intcrnatiornl co- oporflt ion and agrecml'fl't bf' tden'titi",l , l ..rt i ",ul.arl.1

t hos e that. hJl."e to b-. d eaJ.'t with aD .. -...t. tf'r Cif urg""""y it ir)"t,polrab l e dllD18c

1" to be avoided .

'r . 1\£1;",1" <:arc tu1 cOIlliidcr....t lon. t..... fl...,.J.lsh Government Ms ..rrlvo:d 11.1. t.n",

cone1Ul>ion t ha t the pUrpc:>::;ea at ..ted Ql o<lYe would bes t b c :Je rvoo.l b y .. dee1"ion t.."\ken

by the General. AflsfflnbJ,y or 1.11.. lko1te<1 1(0.1.100:; tu eon""'~ .. cont"",,,,, ,, und e r

United Il"t1on" ",rop!c,,". nee.. .. eonr..rence -..oul.d 'ha ve to be IIlOGt cur-..ful l y

pl'+Hlllred, pmm ibly t1 ,rouRh t l 'e "I'001n1."",nt of an tld louc ce:wtdttee of t he G.-neral

Ii:;:;c mll.l.y to work in clo:;e col l ll1>or atlon v.\.'th tl[';cncie" no'" "nglli f>d in "tlrtoW1

a8,Jec ts ot Ut" vrobJ..... . Tt'" c(ll1 l"..rf'nc .. mi[';lrt t ake pl"".. i n 19'71.

a , It "<ay be r ccu11 cd that when, at it.. ",....tine; i n (,,-,tolwr 1')6"(, th" Unit ed

N!'It i on3 ~jci cnUf1" ALlvl ,.or y C"n1llittec COll " ;,dl'r~d th~ ~onvcning \!C f< r ou rth Unit~d

l)n.tJ."n~ ccmfcr cnce On 1.1>.. p'-'''l,..f lll. u"eB of a tomi c .,nerHY , 11. WllG " U/!lOeBt ed t hat

other t.op.lc" "le ht also lend. t hClllll clvo=" t o United N"tiollll COJ'l I'''l"enceo co r thi s

chur""t..r, und tt ,,, probl "" or h ' lIII8n en vl ronlliCnt "'\I' elngl'ld O\'t IHI 0000 8ultabl.c

lubjeoct.. '11'1.. idea '0/<15 r crerr ce t.o by Lh.. Swe<!-ish dcl.CA....t:\on 1n an lnt"',r""nt i al.

1" th.., plenary :;.,,"'ion en· 1Jlf' G.,nf!rtl.l Aa:>cmbly 0(\ J.3 D<>c embcr 1%7 (A/PV.M29,
p . '(2 ).

9 . It la the .,,,t en tinn or t he S"cd lah dclCW'tton, "houl.d ita Tf"quO"St ror tho

:I ur.el"lpttoo 01' thl" it_ ..... tIl.. &8.-00.. at t he l'.con<Jlllic and Soei.lll Ccu>cn ,,1.

ita t or-ty-fl ftll &e"s!= be e,rantcd , to phe" bef'ore t h" CO\QCll a drll.tt ="olution

U '"t. .n u rcn...:L tht< sbov.. t.-one1deratio=. Tt!<" n-:Jlsh delceation a lllO hope s

that t.t>e C........,U 11111 n::'1UCGt tho ~rctar1at to prCP&«' bI<c~rouncI ....t erta;t i n

o r<1 .. r to tae1lit",t;" Lhe cOfl,d<l.. r ..t1on of t he """Lt.e-,. by t he C.....cret A".."'8Ibly .
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