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f. At its 1758th plenary meeting, on 20 September !969, the General Assernbly
allccated to the second ccrmlttee agenda it€m 2l entltled 'prcb.l-ems of the huran
envirorment i repcrt of the Se cretary- General,' .
2, fhe ccnmittee considered thls item at j'ts w16th to r2J8th meetlngs, held. cn
10 and l2 November and at its Dc6th and tJc7th meetings, on ff and f2 Decernb e:r 1969.
J. fhe Ccnnittee had before it the follcvlng documents:

A\TAT - A note by the Se cretary-General, in laragraph J of' vhich was
reproduced the text cf lconcriic and Scciaf Council resolutlon
I4f+8 (XLVII) reccnnnendlng a dreft resofution for adopti.on by
the General Assembly, and in paragraphs 5 to T of vhich vere
reproduced the revised financiai inpl-ications for holding the
United Nations Ccnference cn the lh.:nian Inviranmentj

A/75L)+ - A note by thc Se cre tary-Ge nerai, r.rhich transmitted to the l,Iembers
of the General Assenb.Ly a ccrnnunication frcm the permanent
lepresentative of Sreden to the United Nations;

A/778A - A l-etter frcn tfe Charg6 draffaires a.i. of. ltcnania to the
President of the General Assembly;

2 /\567 - A report of tlte Se cretary-Gene ral on pxobferjls of the human
envirormcnt;

A/i6O1 - The report of the lconcrnic and Social- Council to the General - r
Assembly at lts tventy-l'ourth session (chapter \r, sectlon I)) .5

U
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4. /.t the 1276ih neetlng, the representative of Sr.realen, on behaff of a nr.mber of
delcgations, infonned tl]e Cc'mmittee of their intenticn to subnit a draft resolution
vhich night replace the tert rhich the Council had reccmmended.

5. The draft resolution (A/C.Z/f .lC69 and Add.f) was Lefore the Ccnrmittee at
its 1277th neeting. It r.ra s sponscred by the delegaticns of Afghgn_lSlgn: A1qeria,
Canad.a, Chife. Ethiotia. FinfanC. Ghana. India, fnctonesia, Ir?n. the fvory Coast.
Jamaica. Mexlco, jtforocco, Nlgerla. Pakistan, the Philippines, SeneEaf. Sl_ngaFore,

Scr,alip. Sr,"eden. Syr!:, Thafl:nd, Trinidad and Tobarr. yuf,oslav-s and !g4[!g, and

read as f ol.l-or,/s :

,,Tn- f s n: r".1 -A-s;r_rnblv.

,L-""t*t- ' t' tt*rec itrion
in L9'12 a United lTations Conf'erence
begin irnnediately pleparations for

fn resoJ-ut,aor_ zryd \I.xtrl,l t,o conver.e
on the i{r.rnan Envircnnent and to

iho frnnl'o rar a:

r'r ith appreciation the repori; of the Secretarv-t'Ilaving c.ins idered
Ge n e ra r{-Ef E-fr f )-[f, f f !f, i'ol in the above-mentioned resoluticn.

I'Havina con:itlcrc4 thc -..,fevcnt cha],r. r of' lhe "epor't oI the Econcmlc

""0 sociJT"unEir lafi5ol ),

"!CEi!g-jf]!-?_g_gg!!!, the r"ec cnmendations of the nconcmic and Social
Council in the matter,

t'!av'-nc t1k.n ccEn izi,nce rr'thc note bv +-ne .iac?FtFrv-l+rpral of
^r ^, ------------:---?:-_t:,:=---cI ucl,c[c j. LJ'o) \r./ | (t)O,

''\.- - ff :rnir .^ Lh- i' rpr rt.. r-ce ltJ u j"g.: ncJ of f he I roclen.s of the hlirrnan
enviromlent and dnderlinir g the necessl-iy for complete preparatory
d"r:r:angenent6 for the l-972 rJnited Nations Ccnference on the Hunan
Xnvironrnent to beccme operative as soon as possible,

"Reccgnizirrg the irnpcrtant nork ntr the proi:lens of the human
erlironment that is at ptespnt bein; underttiken and pLanned by the
orgsn;z,"jons ir1 Lh- Urjteo -,..-tio'rs slstcm, orhrr inr:F Tgcr/ e rrunenta f
org n,izr i icns, :1. n-jLrrprrn, nLaI r.r'g.:n-zatiors rr_o n€tiorrcl Govertuents,

Llrd. rser' ir- g-.,--ul the prup,)sal.; conr..itled in the report of
thc Se creiary-Gene ral regarCirg the purp.,:es ancl otrjectives of the
Ccnference;

"2. Affjlrs tlreri 1t shcufd be thr main purpose of the Ccnference
to servc as a p::aciical mca,ns to ei'iccufage, and tc Drovide guidelines
f ul', act j. n by G,.v-.rrr. .(,r:L.s !rr-o inrerr- rtlot-: * organiz:"ticns des-igncd to
nr.t. ct rn-1 ',rrlr,,vr lh. t- :: r: L n\-it o].]ller_tr rnd t renLc rf and prcvcnt
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its impairnent, by means of intematlonal co-operation, bearing in
mind the p.rticular importance of enabting developing iountriei toforestall the occurrence of such problems;

"). Entrustq to the Secretary-Gene ral the over-all responsibil-ity
for organizing and preparing for the Conference., beatring in mind the
views expressed during the debates of the foTty-seventh se^ssion of the
Econonic and Social- Council and the ti.renty-fourth session of the
Generaf Assembly;

"h. Xstabflshes a Pretre.ratory Ccnmittee to advise the Secretary-
General consisting of hlghly' qualified. represehtatlves nc,minated by
the Govemments of .. ......t

"5. Requests the Secre tary-General bo set up immediately a
srnal-I conference secretariat, by draving, vith the agreenent of the
specialized. agencies concertred, par.ticularly upon regular staff of
the United Natj.ons systen, and to appolnt, at the appropriate time,
a Secretary-General of the Conference;

rr/'b. .F\-rrthe r Tequests the Secreta ry-Generaf to pursue the
consultations on the preparatlons for the Conference, rmdertaken by
him in accordance vith General Assembly resolution 2J9B (XXIII), to
take account of the results of other international- conferences such
as the Conference on the ProbLens of Environment organized by the
Econqtric Conunisslon fcr lurope and scheduled to take place at prague
in 1971, and to drav on contributions frcm apnropriate
intergovernmental and non-gove flIrental organizations I

"7. Invj.tes the speclalized. agencies, the International Atomic
Energy Agency and the Advlsoxy Conr:nittee on the Application of
Sclence and. Technology to levelopment to col-l-aborare cfosely r"rith
the Se cretary-General in the preparations fcr the Conference and to
assist, as appropriate, in the vork of the preparatory Comrittee I

"8. I.nvltes the inte rgoverrrrnenta I and non-governne nta l-
organizations concerned to l-end every possible assistance ln the
preparations for the Conference;

''9. lteque sts the Spcretal-y-Genera1, in col-l_aboraticn vith the
Preparatory Ccnrmittee, to take the necessary steps, as part of the
h?A-6'r+i^h^ +-- +\.. .!^-f^y^F^6 +^ L-i,- -^ *-,LLic attentior- thevvurcfsrrus, ru uf rrL6 cu Iruu.
nature and importance ctr the problens of the huma n environment;

"1O. Befleves it essential that all participating countrj.es be
enabled to take an active part 1n the preparations for the Conference
and the Conference ltse1f, and requests the Se cretary-Gene ral to
investlga.te what concrete steps could be taken to thls endi



ragc +

"tl. ltrotes the outline of the range cf thc p'.rssit'le f lnarrcial
impllcations for the United Nations of the hold-ing cf the Conference

rh + ha q-^F'{ 
''ry-Ut:nFI'.1'5 repolts \L/4oof ara A/ |lvO arn

" ,-lr,-\l-.s r:Fa al.e?61.,-1'-C. re-al - in -'hF liu.l-1. of th, vi-;,r expresse,l
during the debates of th{] forty-seventh sessicn of the Econcmic and
3oc-la.l Council and thc L.r.r- nty -f ou rLh sesrlcr. or'tL-^ Cer.rraL assenl,Iyr
to mahe all efforts to reduce the costs of the Con:fcrencej

"12. lqcides that the Conference should be cf tl,io r'reeksr duraticn
.r.r -6,r, -c+. !ha 16..TFi. r.r,-4onp r. I -t.n t,.t - fi;fl -.counL of rhi; fact
in preparing for the Ccnfercncel

t'L3. Bel-1eveF that, in order f'or the Ccnference to achieve iis
objecrives, it is essentiaf that its agenda be selective, its
c'er,.,r\=ttir h. l .l nr.J,,ro l^a cinr]a -n,-1 Affi^iah+ .nd ihrt t l+

, I !rq wrqv !re

::eurcntttlrn be kept r-asonabl-y lir-ited;

"f4. Accepts lrlth atrpreciaticn the invitation of the Governnent,_of Srieden tA/75L4) tc hold the Conference in Sveden in June 1972 j

"l). -?equests the S-cretary-Gen*raf io rubnit a '.rief progrcs;
:epor-t to tl-e Genoral Assembly rL its tuenty-fitth sessjon ahr"cugh
the Econcmic and Socisl C.,uncrl at its forty-ninth sessionj

"L6. :ecid-s Lc clnrjd-T thr propre;s rf the preparutory i"rork
ard to take Lhe r-cprs.ry lurther dccjsicr': at ib: t]7enty-elfth and
t enti/-sir<th s€ssions 

" 
u

6. thc follcrrjng dFf-Gairicns j-inol jr- spot s ur".r.g tr, lraft r-sol-ul ion:
Arrcrt'nr, ,\'rrr--qli., Au::tl]!, Brrb:oos. C '1e-o.n, C(]l 1. ^o*po (Dcnccr-1ic

!S-:lU.lI_S__gfl, Ct"prus. lz19-!$]_v,_!3fu Ncr'ocr:, Guirt." Gur'.-ra. 1r.o, f i.aI.v, J':r'e:,,

librlra, Iibirjp. \'Ip.dagasci=r, 1,1:-l'rysi.., ifq !!. l4rl+a, l{g.ur_r_ nE, Jicar--qur, tol p!+-
P' hnri. l.crnrr ir. Sicrll lc,r:e . I rr- r.!- r q-...1-' I r' r- r,-r i, : r;ryr ur Jrc|'U r uur ur-r -r Y Lqtrqvlrtr :r rGrLl.c'r L_r 'L

beeJ-ieEq.
'1. lii'. h rcsl ecl t{ ' rLr-iive r rrrgreph l. cf Ll-^ dT-f': 1" -solutir:r.. the
lnpr.-r't-t.iv. ..'' f}dc do1t, ,n behalf l- all i rp rrora-:c, inf', rm.. o l-.F-n C(nmitt cr
.f +h- -rt?Q+!. n^^+:t.. +,hat eonsultations had Ie il tc the conclusic,n that the numbe r
of Goverrucnts to be ncninated to serve on the Prcparatory Ccmr0ittee shoul(l be

'ul"rent,v-seven and r.hat the Chairman shouL.d be entrus-ted rith the task of
-;tal .l ls|inj r,h- l-ist, .rf tlie:'rtj-s,ven Gcv..l"rr^r.ts 'c br n::-el i:i thrt pnr:graoh

and shculd subnit ihis list io the Coinrnittee for its approva.l.

8. Subject to this proposal o{ the isponsars, the Craft resohli,ion r,Jas una-nirnor:sly

hd'rnLcJ ty --na Ucrr'rrittce .t the s3ne rea jirg (se. p: racTlpf- fl be1,'.r).
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9. At the $Olth meeting, the Chairnan presented to tLre Crmmittee, for its
apprL'val, the fist of tv^nry-sAv-n Gover.rnncr_ts to be nar,*_e d tr the P::epr ratc.rry

Ccmrrittee. The Governments Here r,rs fol-J"cvs: !,rgentina, Brazil, Canada, Costa

Eica, Cyprus, Czechosfovakia, tr'rance, Ghana, Guinea, India, Iran, Italy, Jamaica,

Jan.n, l/auritiue, Mexjco, thc Netherl"rnds, .l.ligeria, iingdFore, Sw-d r: T060, thc
Ur.icn 01 Sovj., t Sr cialist lelublics, thc Unlted Arab Republic, tl:c Unitod Kingcl m

of Great Sritain and Northern lrelancl, the Ilnited St"tes of Anerica, Yugcslavia

tn) 7ttrnT'i-.

10. Thc list cf .Governments 1ia s apl]roved by.Lhe
r,---,TT.nh L o- I he rt-rf1. rcsoluticn.
ll. The Ccrmil.tec ugrccd thrt urny intcri strd T,l( t"0bc t- St,tc r-ot appoinred to th.
Prelaratory Ccnm:itiee for the United ldations Conference on the Human llnvj.rorunent

11oy flt ;- jp'n1+n h{rhlv olal=fi6d 'd^FA^. 11--+ i-'o- I-o act as accrediLed obscrv-rs rr
scssicns of r;he C(nxnir.tee, r.rith fhc right tc p r-ri:ipar,e in its discussions

RECCI4MEXTIATIOIiIS 0F THI SllCOliiD C0I\{l'lfTTEli

L?. The Seccnd Ccmmittee therefcre recorru[ends io the General Assemblv -i:he

rnol'-icn of th follcuing draft '.-scfut:L-r:

Uniied_Nqtions QonfCrence on the Hum?n Xn,.lronl4ent

The General Alsembfy,

fr r,urs'.re-nce of its decisicr. jr res.lution 2j!l (IXIIT) rf J Deucmlt r I!63
to convene in L972 a United Nations Conference cn the llurm.n Xn rironment and to
\aoir irrcdir+alrr -? ---ations for the Conf'e]"ence,

)/
Ir?!inry cor.s-:der'-d ',.riLh 1l:f'r'ci4 t,icr. t h- r-pc -1 of 1n..: jecr+tary-Gencralr

ce-fled for in the above-mentioned resclut:'-on,
Tlarrinr cnnci.arf:.J +ha r-lnr;o i .n:'h+av f +ha rr^.r+ tf -f ho Ennrrnia ar,l

:,.ni.l nn,.^i l I

T.kiIrA into account the re c orfixendations of the gconomic and Social Counci]' in
i:hr r: t fer,

?l
1/

E/\567,
iffici:1 Fcctrds o.i Lhe lcrcral Asscn-blv. a,rer-t,v-f ourth S^ssion,

Ccnmittee foy insertion in
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I{avinA takep ,cognizance of the note by the Se cretary-Gel)e ral of
4lcr uclouer rgog t-

Reaffirqine the importance and. urgency of the problens cf the hunan
environment and underl-ining the necessity for ccmpfete preparatory arrangements
for the 1972 United Nations Conference on the Hluran Envirorunent tc beccme
operative as soon as possible,

Fecggnizing the important vork on the problems of the hulan environment that
is at present being undertaken and planned by the organlzations 1n the United"
Nations system, other lntergovemmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations and nationaf Governrnents,

1. Endorses in.general the proposals conljained. in the report of the
secretary-Gene'a r regarding the purposes and objectives of the unlted Nations
Conferpnce on the Hunan Environrnent;

2, 4ginns_ that it shoul-d be the main purpose of the Conference to serve
as a practical means to encourage, and to prcrrrlde guidelines for, action by
Gove rr'r,"dent s and international organi.zations designed to protect and improve the
human environment, and to rem_.dy and prevent its impa.innent, by means of
intefiratlonal" co-operati.on, bearing in nxind the particular lmportance of enabling
devel-oplng countries to forestall the occurrence cf such prcblens;

), Entrusts to the Se cretary-Gene ra1 the over-al-I responsibility for
organizing and preparing for the conference, bearing in nind thc vieus expressed
during the dcbates of the forty-seventh session 01'the Econcmic and soclal-
Council and the tventy-fourth session of the General Assembly;

4' Istabflshes a Preparatory Comrrittee for the United Nations Conference on
the Hurian nnvirorment - ccnsistlng ofhtghly quatified representatives ncminated by
the Govern..ents cf Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Fl€nce, Ghana, Guinea, fndia, Iran, Ital-y, Ja.naica) Japan, X4auritius, Mexico, the
Netherlands, Nigeria, Singapore, Sxed.en, Togo, the Union of Soviet Soci.alist
Republlcs, the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and.
Norther"n rreland, the united states of America, yugosJavra and Zerabia - to advise
the Se cretary-General l

U a/not.
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5. Requests the se cretary-Ge ne ral tc set up innnediater-y a sna11 conference
secretar:iat, by draving, vlth the agreement of the speciarlzed agencles concelned,
particularly upon regular staff of the United" Nations system, and to appoint, at
thc appropria.te tirne, a Se cretary-General of the Conference:

5' Further requests the secretary-GencraJ, to pursue tte consurtations .n
the preparations for the Conference, undertaken by him 1n accordance vith General
Assenbly resolution algB (urrr), to take account of the resurts of other
international conferences such a.s the conference on the koblems of Enviroment
organized' by the Econcmrc ccrmission fcr Europe and schedured to take place at
Prague ln 1971-, and to draw on contributions frcrn appropriate intergove rnnentar
and nolt -gove Inmental organi.zations;

7. Invites the speclalized agencies, the fnternational Atcmic nnergy
Ageney .nd the Advisory ccmmittee on the Application cf science and rechnolosv
to Developnent to colJ.aborate closely vith the Se cretary-General in the
preparations for the Conference and to assist, as approprlate, in the vorh of
the Prgparatory Ccrnmittee.;

8. fnvites the intergovenroental and ncn-governmenta I olganizaticns
concerped to lend every possible assistance in the Dr-cparations for the cjonference;

9, Reouqsts thc Se cret' ry-Gene ra 1, in collabor-ation vith the preparatory
Ccrnmittee, to take the necessary steps, as part of the preparations for the
conferenee, tc brlng to pubri.c attentlcn the nature and. inportance of the problems
of the. hr.man environment '

take an actlve part in the preparations for the Conference and
itself, and requests the Secretary-Ge neral to investieate irhat
coul-d be taken to this end:

If. Notes the outline of the range of the possibte flnancial inpllcations
for the United Nations of the holdlng of the Conference presented in the
Secretary-Genera 1! s reportsZ and requests the Secretary-Ge ne ra 1, in the J-ight
of the vier,rs expressed during the debates of the forty_seventh session of the
Econcmlc and sociaf councif and the txenty-fouvth sessicn of the General Assenbly,
to aml<e al-f efforts to reCuce the costs of the Coni.erence:

lO. Belleves i!, eEsentlal- that a1I partlcilatlng countries be enabled to
the Conference

il E/\667 and Af77a7.
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12. leciiLes that the Conference

rn}ro-1 c lh. ian-ot---/- t?nLl-: I tc, t. ke

f .r Lhc nr hf 6r:h^- ,

lJ, Believes that, in

shoul-d be of txo .\,r€eks I duration and

full "ccount Lf this fact in pr'Jerir.g

order for: ihe Ccnference to achicve its cbiectives,

Genele l Assembfy the

it is ^sserri.f th-t ils "g,,r.d' bc s-lcctivc, i'us o rcp nizf -L i or.r I strueture bc

s iinpl-e nnd efficir:nt, ancl ',hat the documentation be kept reascnably linitecl;
ff+. Acg€gb-Jd.iirh lpr)r:egiatio-ll the invitat ion cf the Gcvernne nt of Slre denU

1r J,rld the nLnlcrenn.' in i\.r'Jer- in Jun. L;72.;

f5. Rcquqqls the Se c rets ry-Ger,e raf io subtnit a brief progress report tc the

General Assembly at its tr'ienty-fifth se:sion through the Eccncmic and Social
C-r.:ne lI : its r:rty-ninil: se, si .n';

l(. Lc++.: Lc cJ, : j de - thc prr qrc :s -.,F 1t-e l-o!aret-ory 1r- r^ i no t(, tal(c

the n. c, s-r 11' [-rrthc - d ci;i.ns t lts tr'ienty-.lif Lf anC L!enry-rjxth s"ssi,ns.

I1 . fn sdiiition, the Seccncl Camtitree reccmmcnaLs to the
.d. !t'-',n o.i' thc loll'.ving ieciii:n:

"The General Assernbly decides -th:t any interested lGrnber State not
.}.l fiyre t ilo P-- pr-. r11, (1-n*:++66 r'--'r-. -'-}:tc1-l tior.s C,nr'cr'.ncc
cit the lluman Envlroninent may designaie highly qualified re pre senta ti're s

to act as accrccliteil r--bservers ;lt sessions of the Ccnnittee, Ltith the
right L: pa ' t -ciJ:r Le .'r :: I s .t -scussj on.i . "

{! a/75r\.




