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1. lntroduction

1. This report on the progress of the preparatory 
'rork for the united r{ations

conference on the llrlman Envirorment is subnitted in aecord.ance vith paragraph 5of General Assembly resolution Z6j7 QiXV).

2- Since the General Assernbly J-ast considered the preparations for the Conference,
the Preparatory conrnittee has held its second and third sessions - in Geneva,
frorn 8 to 19 February and in New york, from 13 to 2\ September 1921" The reporrs
on these sessions are available to partic ipants in the current session of the
General Assembly, 1/ The preparations for the conference were also the subJectof discusslon at the fifty-first session of the ncononic and social council" as
requested by the Assenbly in paragraph L of resolution 265T (XiI..:f). The Ccunci]
took note vith appreciation of the report of the preparatory conmittee on its
second session and in the light of the inportance of the subject" decided totransnit to the General" Assembl-y and. to the preparatory conmittee at its third
session the sumnary records of the discussion of the item in its co-ardinatins
Corrmittee. 2/

2, Provisionaf agenda for the Conference

3. At its second" session, the preparatory cornnittee d.iscussed the content of the
agenda for the Conference. Agreenent was reached on a proposed Conference agenda
and a I'ist of annotations to the uain substantive iteros. on the basis of the
rec onmendations of the Preparatory conrrrittee, a draft provisionar agenda for the
Conference has been forrnulated for consideration by the General Assembly (see the
annex ) .

3. Conference documentation

(") sources

1. Up to the end of October, national reports were formally received from6l countries. Advance copies from two couitries as well as i'country monographs",
prepared for the Prague Synposium on Problems relating to the Environrnent (Economic
Cornmission for Europe (lCnl; 5" two European countries which did not submit
national reports for the stockholm conference were also analysed. rn addition tothe above 7l reports, eight others are in preparation.

5" Al1 basic papers from united Nations agencies and bod.ies have been received,
71 in all. Sasic papers lrere received from Governrnents and non-united Nations
intergcvernmental organizations, The non-governmental organizations contri.buted
39 such papers.

9: ,_Tl:_Trylt of the ECE Sprposir.rm, which was he1d. in prague fron 3 to IO LIay t9?l
(E/ECE/ENV/]+), and thc d.oc,rnents subnitted to it have been incruded in the basic

1/ A/coM.4BIPC.9 and A/coM. )+8/pc. t3 .

4 See E/AC,2)+/SR.h2-I+15. For the relevant part of the report of theCouncil, see official R.?otd,s of th. G.n"ra ,S.ppLen nt No
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documentation for tbe Conference. It should be noted that the report is bein'g
printed and will be made available to af1 Governrnents in tlre official languages
of ECE - Engfish, French and Russian.

7. Thirty-two case studies vere received fron 12 Goverruaents, three
intergovernmental organizations and 12 non-governr:rental organizations. Additional-
case studies to il-]ustrate prcposals for specific action r^rere requested from a

numb er of other Governments. They were to reach the Secretariat by 15 November '

(b) Conference library

8. A11 the documentation lril1 be placed in the Conference library. ft is hoped
that uays and neans r^'i]l be found to publish, aftel- the conference, a part of thc
d.ocunentation, which already amount s to more than 7,CO0 pages.

(c) . official documentation for the conference

9. ,As reported to the General Assenbly at its twentieth session" the official
docurnentation for the Conference vas not to exceed 1,600 pages, whereas original
estinates were in the region of 5,500 pages. 3/ Ilith a view to further respondinr
to Governments I vishes to reduce the volume of documentation and to plesent to the
Conference only those documents that are essential to deci sion-naking, the
Conference secretariat is endeavourine to linit the official documentation to a

maximum of P00 pages.

10. The official- docunentation will inelude a cornprehensive action p1an,
6 papers corresponding to the 6 maior subiect areas, as listed in the drsft
provisional agenda (see annex I), the draft Declaration on the Environrcent, a report
on the United Nations system and the human environment prelared by the Adninistrative
Committee on Co-ordination " possible draft conventions on ocean duroping and
conservation, a bibliography and the necessary procedural documents (ru1es of
procedure, information for participants, etc.).

11. the source material fisted in pal'a€llaphs 5 to 7 above vere firI1y drawn upon
by the Conference secretariat in drafting the official Conference d.ocunentation'
Provisional d"afts have been subnitted to the critical appraisal of a group of
individual experts drawn from Governnents and from the United Nations system.
Following the discussion in the ?reparatory cornmittee at its third session, the
Secretary-General of the Conference invited all members of the Preparatory Connxj.ttee

to noninate experts to consult further vith him on the drafts before they are
finalized" before the end of the year.

l:2. The prepa"ation of the official Conference documentation is proceedinq
according to schedule and af1 documents vil1 be avaifable in the five official
languages to all Governments in tr'ebruary 1972 as planned.

1/ official Records,gf -t4e General Ass:a!l{, Tkentv-fifth Session' lnnexes'
ascnda iten 43" document A/U065/Add.I, para. b tdj.



]i. Ireclaration on the Human Eolrir"cnnent

13. Aii its second session j;he Preparai"ory Ccr.rnittee estab}ished arr intergcvernmental
r,orkingl g1'orp to pi.elare a drzifL leclara,tion on the liunan rinvir:onment, Tire group
held an o"gahi zation3.l_ sessjon fron 1.5 tc l? I,larcLr r:nd a substantive session frorr
10 to 2"1 l4ay 1971, boih :ln Neri y.]rk (Eee A/Lroltp. LB /pc,,1.2), The lroup is cornposedof the nenbels .rf -the Preparatcr3r Coriruitreei other Siates lr{enbers of the United
I'trations tray particil;ate a.s oDservers.

1l+ " The vo:lkitrc group nec:ideC -t,o fcrlarit i..J th{: pt:eoat,ato_r,y Comlritttl e 1 for its
fllrbher ccnsideration, z i '.,.ti of :r. prearnble and t.lilclanental principles for thedraft D"claraticn, subjec'L +-o r:esej'!.ati orrs and ot:serr,,aticns on the rlraft expr.eseed
by neulers of the group, The reporl, of the grcup v:s cor.srrlerec by the
Preparatory cor'Jrritt.]e ai; jts third session, at r;hich it ru,as recornended ihat the
group should continue it:; vork and neetr agi:-r-,n in llc-..r yorh, from 5 to 1l+ Ja.nuary 19?2,to develop further the i1'r,ft pleanbl,e a!(L iJnclairental prirrcirles. Tre work of the
Sroup will be based on, but not corrfinerl tc, the draf't preparecl at its first
substantivs session, and will tir.i(e into account the views expressed al: the third
session of thc Pleparatory comrit,LeeJ the discussiorrs on thc subject jn the Generai
Assembly and any pertinent decision -taken at the current session. rt is the hopeof the secretariah that the vorki.g group, at its seccntl session, vir-l be ableto present a final dra,ft f'or ccnsideral;iorr by the preparatery comrittee at its
fou.rth s es si on.

5. Other iritergo irernroental vorking f.roups

15. As a result of reccrflendations macle by tbe prep;rator1, Ccnraittee at its
second session, four other intergovernltental workj.ng groups vere established:
the group on narine pollution l+,/ met in london flortr LL to lB June and in ottawa
from B to 12 Nar"e.nbea 1971; tne droup on soiis i/ met in Rome from 21 to 25 Junei
Lhe group on rrron j.Loring or surveill.rnce _6_,/ net, i" C.u".ru fror: 16 tc 20 Aug,1sll a114
tlre group on cons-'r:vati.rn 7 / .'et in lrjev ?trir fron 1l+ to u septenber. The reportsof these groups were rna,rle a*vaifalrle to arl mcmbe? covernme'ts. l.he report on the
second sesslon of the gro[p on nariue pollution is under preparat;ion.

16- lbe int ergo'rernlental r"ror'h irig gxoup on monj toring recomrnended tihat GovetlLn-^nts
shodld be consrrlted on tho possil,rllitlr of r:.t grr,u1 hclcr.ing a second sessior,,
Tne secretariat expects to be abre to renort crally to the General Assembly on tbisquestior,

U
t_1

91

1/

l'or the Iepo:r-'t on the first se sslon of rbe gr.oup, see A/COtrlt,.lr8 /ML\p/I/r.
For tlre reporL on the first sessiqr of the group. see n/Col|t.l+B |I\IGSIL/ZU.
Fo;: 1;he repc,rt ,f)l tire first scssion ai ttre group, see fi/Comf ,lr8 /lWGLLla/3.
!'or the reqjort on the fi.lst scss:-on oi tire groul, ser: A;1CONF,l}B /IWGC/7/IL"



6. Regional meetin,qs on development and environment

1f, A rrrrmb -r ol ser'rinars have been organiz^d. for: thc Durlose of facilitating the
participation of developinq countries in the prepa"atory process for the Conference
and in the Conference itself. The first of these was a panel of experts on
development and environment, convened by the Secretary-General of the ConfeTence
at Founex, S1'dtzer.Land, from l+ to 12 June 1971. The report of this panel was the
basic Cocument considered by a series of regional seminars cn development and
envirc:rment, organized by the United ltrations re69iona1 economic comroissions and the
United. Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut in co-operation uith the
Conference secretariat, The four seminars vere attended blr 77 devel,oping countries,
,hc reports of thc sem-inlrs rre being circulaLed to Governaents, The dates of thc
seminars ve?e as follovs: ECAFI - Banghoh, from 13 tc 23 August I97t; p-/
ECA - Addis Ababa, from 23 to 28 Aur:ust 19?1; ECLA - llexico City" fron
6 to tl Septemler f97l.. 2/ United Nations Economic ancl Social Office in Beirut -
Beirut, frorn ?7 SeFtenber to 20 October 1971.

l8- .\ 'r+tinr-. of q.iFni-.iqf c ft-^- irFl.el^hih- nnrrn!1jss was also convened in
Canberra by the Special Conmittee on Problens of the Environment of the
International- Council of Scientific Unions, vith the support of the Conference
secrete.riat and in co-operation with the United Nations Office for Science and
Technalogy.

!9. It should be noted that regional preparations fox the Conference also
includerl the Symposium on Prob-Lems relating to Xnvironment. The four commissions
vere rrpl'esented at thc third session of the Preparatory Corulittee, during which
a rrurber of infornal regional consultations took p1ace.

20. Extra-budgetary resources were contributeri by a number of countries to a
r;npnai.t | ).1 qrtr. i ni-f.erarl h1. 1-.h a eF.l.ato1"iat.. these additional funds nade it
possible to convene Ll c panel of experts an devel.opment and environuent and the
foJr redionel senjnars. They also covered the cost of oarticipation of developing
corrntries in vrrjous nretin;s, cn exploratory rnission to 15 African countries, in
co-operation l,rith the ECt\ secretaria"t, and enabl-ed the secretariat to neet requests
f ror4 a nrrr0bcr oI deveJoping counLries for consr,,l tant services for the prenaration
of Lheir national reports,

'(. iraft r-ulL's of procedure for the Conference

llf . At its thj-rd sessic,n, bhe Preparatory Conrnittee considered the draft vules of
prcc.+dure for t'rie Co'rference. A goneral consensus was reached on the draft
containeo in ann*r, lV -:o the report of the Preparatory Cornmi ttee on that session.
.An accou[t of the discussion on the draft rules is contained in chapter X.B of
that report. The ?reraratory Conrnittee recornmended that the draft rules of
procedule coirtain,:d in annex IV to the Conndtteer s report should be aFproved b1r the
Geneta1 Assefitly at ir.s tventy-si.xth session. J.O/

8l .iror tlie retort of the t_rroup, see E/CM"1I/999.

" 
t Tr^v +r- ^ FAr,^?+ ,1r +lt -tre group, see ST/ECLA/CONF. i.lo/l'. 5.

]o/ A/coNt'.!.8/PC.13, para. 2oo "



b. Participati on - in the conference by non-united Nations intergoverimenta]
S]:J:l,:Iizati "n. and non-gove

i3;-"lliL"i"tl:":'ilt.:;:ilil;"lii,'iiiiliH{"::Tiffi',.:S';;:"ll,1l,i'i.""
invited to send observers to other united Nations ccnferences or which had
established a formar relationship vith other united Nations organs, could be
-nvited to be represcnted ly obscrvers at thc Conferencp rl/ shorrlri thel
theil interest. 

4 L'J uuiiervers aL LII. UQ'asls ilwuru L'.cJ eXpIeSS

23' The Prepa.ratory connittee agreed by consensus on the criteria for participation
in the Conference b]r non-governmental organizations. These criteria provid-e for
the invitation of non-government al organizations of a genuinely international
character which are directly conce?nerl with the subject mattel of the conference
and wbich can ccntribute to the achievemcnt of its objectives. They also provide
for the cl-assification of non-governmental organizations according to their
interest in the different subJect areas to be considered by the conferbnce. 12/

9.

lL Tha l)rana,6+^-. (. ^-,.", --,nittee has reconaended that its fourth session shoul_d be
hel-d in liel- York, frora 5 to 1? I,larch l'972. B/

10. Fol-Ior'r-up to the Conference

25- Duri.ng the time betr,reen the conference, in June, and the tffenty-seventh sessionof the General- As sembly, a considerable anount of fo11ow-up work wil-l be necessar.y.
Pend'ing the decisions of the Assembly on the recornmendations of the conference
and in particular on future organizational arrangements vithin the Secretariat. it
wauld appear desirable to make provision, until the end of ]9?2, for the
continuation of an adequate sLaff. The financial irplications of sucl, a proposal,
together rri th a revised budget for r97e reflecting other changes, rri11 be set forthin an addendum to the present report.

fr,/ Ibid., pafa.2o3,
1,1/ A/OONF.l+B /Pc, 11 " paras . 2)+)+

l1l A/coNF.48/Pc.13, para. ro.
and 2\?; and A/CONF.[8/P0.13 para. ].?3.

A



ANNEX

Draft provisional agencla

1, Opening of the Conference.

2. Election of the President.

? 4/i^nt i ^h ^f +l - m,l o< 
^f 

nr^.a.lrrra

\. Constitution of cormittees,

5. Election of the officers other than the ?resident.

6. CTedentials of representatives to the Conference:

(u) Appointment of the Credentials Conmittee:

(b) Rcport of the Credentials Comrittce.
./ \ A^-i.i ^-r. nuvl,urv' -- "-,- -,..-rd3.

B. ceneral oeiatii.
i:

9, Declaration on the Human Environment.

10. fhe'planning and management of human settlements for environmental-
quality ( subject area I),

111 The environnental aspects of natural resources management (subjeet area 11),

L2. Identification arld control of pollutants of broad international
srgnlncance ( suttJect area 1-tI,/ ,

L13. Educational, inforrnational, soeid.J- and cultu"at aspects of environmental
issues ( subject area IV).

1l+. Developnent and environment (subject area V).

15. The international organizational inpJ-ications of action proposals
( subject area VI).

16. Adoption of plan of action.

LT. Adoption of the report of the Conference.
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