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-a free and independent State and a Member of the
United Nations-and ensure respect for international
order and the wiumph of the principles of p~ace£UI1 eo
existence and international collaboration, wbJoh are the
very basis of the Charter. Today the eyes oi! aM nations
are fixed, 011 the United Nations in alarm and anticipa
tion. They expect us to adopt real1 and effective meas
ures which will out an immediate stop to aggression,
to take decisions ·which wiJlIl definitely strengthen world
peace and prevent a recurrence of IintemationaJ. lawless
ness, such as that which we have all just witnessed.
5. 'The Bu:lgarian delegation considers that aH dIe ac
tions and decisions of the eleventh session of the General
Assembly must be aimed at reducing' international ten-

AGENDA ITEM 9 ,sion,so that at the end of O!'4.f work we shalil a1I1 have
cause to congr3JtUJ1ate ourselves on 'read progress in

General debate (contin~d) strengthening international peace and co-operation. The
SPEECHES BY Ma, LUKANOV (BULGARIA)" MR. first step to that end must be to put a stop to the ag-

MAHGOUB (SUDAN), MR. LEGER (HAITI), MR. LUNS gression in Egypt, fully to restore Egypt's sovereigi..ty
(NETHERLANDS) AND MR. POPOVIC (YUGOSLAVL'\.) and territorial integrity and immediately to evacuate

all the armed forces of the aggressors from that country.
1. Mr. LUKANOV (Bulgaria) (translated from 6. The United Kingdom and France, whioh, as gceat
Russian) : The People's Repablic of Bulgaria was ad- Powers, have a special responsibility for the maintenance
mitted to the United Nations at 'a ,time when the policy of international peace and security, must now answer to
of easing intemationai tension had attained tangible re- this intemadonat Assembly for one of the most heinous
sults and when the peoples' hopes that they would be of orimes-c-unprovoked and barbarous aggression
able to live ~n tranquillility, peacefuUy collaborating with against an independent country. Everyone should Iong
each other, found solid ISUPport in the aetuaJI course of since have realized that humanity has reached a stage in
international events. its development at which the old colonialist methods can
2. As we 3111 know, rthis favourable development of in- no longer be used. The policy of plunder and aggil"ession
temational relations, this relaxation of international ten- has been unanimously and unconditionally condemned
sion, is not to everyone's liking; there are forces in the by world public opinion, including the peoples of the
wodd which are interested in keeping i11J1:emati'onaJ1 ten- aggressor States themselves.
sion artifieiaslv alive, which oppose peacefull eo- 7., By its clear and unequivocal decisions condemning
existence and co-opera,tion between nations and which 1lheaggression committed by the United Kingdom,
fear a triumph of "the Geneva spirit" as mum as the France and Israel in Egypt,ibhe United Nations must
devil is said to fear holy water. By committing acts make the Governments of those countries realize that
which constitate a gross violation of International law Itheir actions have been censured and stigmatized by
and order, these forces have done their best to cloud world public opinion. It must be dear to all that the
the international atmosphere and to hinder the develop- position which the aggressors wish to maintain is un-
ment of intemadoaai relations in a spirit of peace and tenable and that the conscience of mankind will not rest
peaceful collaboration and we must admit that tempo- until the last soldier of the United Kingdom, France
rarily they have succeeded. and Israel has Jeft Egyptian 'SOm. The aggressor 'must
3. The eleventh session of the General Assembly, to not be permitted to profit by his crimes. The policy of
which the peoples of the world Iook for nnportant deci- aggression against Egypt has faiQed, and its pattisans
sions designed to strengthen peace and co-operation, must resign themselves to that faot.
was compelled to begin its work in an atmosphere of 8. Any attempts to temporize and to deceive the
renewed international tensions. The United Nations United Nations and world public opinion by the ridicu-
was faced with the fait accompli of brazen aggression lous symbolic withdrawal of individual battalions are
and gross violation of internadonai Ilaw by three 'M'etl1- doomed to failure, This is as clear to everyone as is the
ber States of the United Nations, 'twoof which are, into fact that there was a concerted plan of aggression, whioh
the bargain, permanent members of the Security Coun- included the attack by Israel's armed forces. The at-
cil, the principal organ concerned with the maintenance tempts made here to represent the victim of aggression
of world peace. 'as the aggressor cannot treallly deceive anyone. By keep-
4. In the circumstances, it is more than ever incum- ing up this shameful pretence, the violators of 1lhe peace
bent upon the United Nations to show its strength and ate simply showing that they have no respect for the
inflict a decisive defeat on the aggressors which have United Nations and treat its decisions with complete
broken the peace and attacked the 'Sovereignty of Egypt disdain.
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9. The United Nations has condemned Ithe armed
aggression against Egypt, but its resolutions have not
yet had the eff~t of causing the withdrawal from
Egyptian 'Soil of non-Egyptian armed forces which
Egypt had not invited, The restoration of Egypt's
violated sovereignty necessarily presupposes also the
complete withdrawal of the United Nations Force from
Egypti3,l1 territory at the earliest possible date.
10. A dangerous tendency can be noted, however, in
statements by a number of European and. American
statesmen, and the same tendency i,s evident in the way
public opinion is being moulded by certain organs of
rbhe European and American Press, It is clear that,
under the well-sounding pretext of net wanting to
restore a status quo which constituted a threat to peace,
soludons are being' proposed. in which respect for
Egypt's sovereignty plays no part.
11. .We must not forget that the Suez Canal belongs
not to the United N3/tious, but ,to Egypt. Egypt alone
has ,the iright to negotiate with whomsoever it pleases
on aJU measures concerning the Suez Canal. Narturally,
in this case, Egypt should be given the greatest possible
assistance an this .respect, but such assistance should not
take the form of imposing decisions reached by others
or exerting pressure on Egypt in order to compel it
to end by accepting decisions which it would not have
accepted under normal peace conditions.
12. The representatives of the aggressors and their
advocates in this Assembly have tried to defend the
thesis that the need for the 'speedy clearing and reopen
ing of the Canal make it imperative to accept the
presence of non-Egyptian troops in -the Canal zone
itself. In other words, they are advocating the reopen
ing of navigation through a Suez Canal occupied by
foreign troops. '
13.. The United Nations should reject with equal
indignation and decisiveness the attempts of the real
aggressors to justify their actions 'by 'some imaginary
future aggression on the 'part of Egypt-in other.
words, to represent the victim of aggression as the
aggressor-and ~he claims made here that the United
Nations should, if you please, be gratefttll to the aggres
sors because they were responsible for the establishment
of the United Nations Force on Egyptian 'soil, although
Egypt never requested or invited \any armed force to
enter iIts territory. .
14. The question of the narionaliza..tion of the Suez
Canal Company has 3I1ready been decided by the
Egyptian Government, and that decision must be
respected both 'by !the United Nations itself and by all
its Members. 'The question of navigation on the Suez
Canal should be settled .bynegotiation with the Egyptian
Government on .the basis of the well-known six prin
cip:,es unanimously adopted by the Security Council on
13 October 1956 [S/3675]. .
15. As we have 'seen, instead of adopting tms natluraJ.
course of action, certain States which subscribed to rhhe
aforesaid 'Six: principles resorted to force in order to
impose their wishes. In the face of such perfidy, we
must not 'neglect the alarming, reports whioh l1"eam us
from another Arab country. The Syrian representative
stated from this rostrum [591st meeting] that troops
were massing on the Syrian o£rontier in preparation for
new military adventures. We have 3Jlso beard ;thedenials
of those who are under suspicion of 'harbouring plans
for ,further adventures. But, I ask you, how are we to
ignore the fact that these alarming reports m-om ifihe
Syrian frontier coincide with the attempts to turn world
public opinion against Syria whioh have been go1Xlg on

for some time now? Is this being done in the interest
of peace? History teaches us that attehlpts to' discredit
and denigrate the future victim are part of the prepara..
tion for every unjust miHtary attack.Tn this connexion,
the example of Egypt is fresh in everyone's mind. For
this reason, those who plan to do harm to Sy,ria merely
because it, like Egypt, wishes to strengthen its inde.
pendence, must be warned and checked at once by the
vigiJant conscience of the nations.
16. In our opinion, the most pressing task of a1J1 for
the present session of the General kssembly is to 'Secure
a cooling off of the heated atmosphere in the Near East,
17. The delegation o~ the People's Republic of Bulgaria
considers further that in order to fulfi,ll its historic
mission and jUSlti£y the hopes of ·thepeoples 'Of the world,
the United Nations 'should proceed to 1Jhepractical
solution of the most important problem of our day
the problem of disarmament. Otherwise our efforts to
prevent future aggression and strengthenpeece wil not
bring the desired results. We all know that wars cannot
be fought without armaments, We also know that the
production of armaments "for stock-piling purposes"
cannot continue indefinitely. Unless it stops, the day
must come when the guns, so to speak, wiU go off by
themselves. That is why we must put an end to the
armaments race. Mankind must use the achievements of
science not ,for purposes of destruction, but for great
and veacefu:l works. To this end we must prohibit
atomic and thermo-nuc1ear weapons and stop their
manufacture.
18. The Bulgarian delegation is convinced that the So
viet Union proposals on disarmament [A/3366] must
be exemined seriously and objectively, It is no ,longer
possible to cast doubt on 1Jhe sincerity of these proposals
after the Soviet Union has grven eo many tangible
proofs of its readiness to arrive at agreed decisions on
disannament questions. The Soviet Union has more
(than once expressed its wlllingness to meet the Western
Powers' proposals haJ1f-way, which is more than can
be said of the Western Powers as regards the Soviet
~roposa1s. For the last: few years, the worid has been
witnessing an odd spectacle, The Western Powers have
been stubbornly defending their well-known propossls,
contrasting them with the Soviet proposals: in its desire
to reach agreement, the Soviet Union accepts many of
the Western Powers' proposals, and basic ones at rthat;
but to the general surprise, assoon as the Soviet Union
agrees to their proposals, the Western Powers begin to
r~:diate them, thereby, instead ,of faciHtating a solution
of the problem, aetua~ly hampering it. '
19. The time has come to give up the practice of
il"ejecting these proposals without valid reasons and
!Without a real and impartial consideration of them. We
were disagreeably surprised to hear from this J1"OStrom
the remark, which has by now become a diche, that
there is nothing new in the Soviet proposals. The
peoples of the world can no Ionger take such statements
'seriously, and we are entitded to ask: now that so much
that is new has been included. in the latest Soviet
proposals, willl not the Western Powers, too, at last
take a decisive step forward in order at long last to
secure an agreed solution of this question which is of
ISUCh vital importance to the fate and happiness of all
mankind? '
20. We fail to under-stand how it is possible to belittle
'so important a fact as the decision of the Soviet Govern
ment and the Governments of the peoples' democracies
to reduce !their armed forces, and to reduee thet1l
considerably. There are no arg.umetlits to justify the
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organs wQUl1td bring this situation to an end and would
represeat un important contribution to the cause of
strengthening peace.
25. Our delegation and; we are confident, an increas
ing number of other delegations also, will continue to
mise and bring up this question untill the People's
Republic of China finally takes its rightful place in. the
United Nations. C

26. The Bulgarian delegation considers that world
peace and security do not. 'Solely depend on reaching
agreement on important politiC311 problems; it believes
:that the strengthening of peace is 31180 closely connected
with fue economic development of aLl 'parts of the world.
T'he gre3Jt disparity existing between industrialized and
under-developed countries are phenomena which deserve
the serious attention of the United Nations. As peace
is indivisible, its strengthening .necessitates not onI1.y
~litkal freedom, but also the establishmet1Jt of favour
able conditions for the general development of the
under-developed countries.
27. Our delegation attaohes ·special importance to the
Soviet Union proposal [589thmeeting] for the consid
eration and adoption of agreed decisions on the most
urgent economic problems relating to the development
of International economic co-operation. We are sure
that adoption of these practical proposals would promote
,the development of ~e economies and increase the
prosperity of all countries, and would also lead to an
Improvement in International relations, There can be
no doubt that the idea of convening an international
economic conference in 1957 would meet with a favour
able response from 3111 partisans of peace and from all
those who wish for a further relaxation of Internetional
tension.
28. There is no need to prove the fact that satisfactory
ttrade promotes the establishment of good relations and
the elimination of mistrust. We are against trade
restrictions and discrimination in trade. The slogan
"trade, instead of aemamente and ml.'1itary blocs" is
readily understood by the workers of BUJIgaria. The
time has occie for the United Nations to call upon its
Members to abolish aJ1l t'esttidiions to world trade.
29. Supposing that every nation could find and pur
chase the goods necessary to its national economy and
purchase them wherever the most favourable terms are
offered, that every nation could 'seJl!1 the goods of which
its national economy has a surplus, that the intensified
trade essential for a rise in the standards of 'living of
the masses of aJ11 countries were to become a reaJ1ity in
the world, independently of strategic and other political
considerations-i-wouldall this not constitute a decisive
lStepfo1iWar.d aIlong the paJt:h of re-establishing confidence
among peoples and States and directing ,thei'r interests
towards peaceful economic competition?
30. So far as our country is concerned, it has expanded
its foreign trade and the circle of its trading.partners in
the past few years. It is now trading with dozens of
new countries in ~11 oarts of the world. There can be
no doubt that ,the abOliti,~ . 'of the exi'sti-::tg restriotions
on world trade, which hamper the mutual exchange of'
manufactured goods and raw materials, would be a
highly important step towards the strengthening of
international peace.

31. We believe that it would not be proper to omit
any mention of the question of attempts to use the
United Nations fori11Jterference in the domestic affairs
of certain States, as in the case of ~he considerationof
the 'SO-calMed "situation ion Hungary" and, unfortunately,

5?9ah :Dlee~in.-28Nov~~ber 1956

conduct of those who ,refuse to follow thisexaanp1e.
What value is there in such "arguments" as that the
Soviet Union by reducing its armed forces increases its
military strength] The question that naturally springs
to everyone's mind is why the othergreat Powers do
not want to make themselves 'stronger by doing the same
thing with their armies, The assertion that we must first
settle controversial International political issues and
only :then consider general disarmament can convince
no one, and can only harm the cause of peace. If we
reaUJy want to settlecontroversial international Issues,
we must make sure that armaments play no part in the
settlement. The 'less we hear the sound of anus, the
1I110re easiiy w1tl these questions be solved peacefully.
21. The delegation of the People's Republic of Bulgaria
supports the Soviet proposal'S on disarmament and is
eonvdnced thaJt: if they are examined objectively and
adopted, the danger of war can be averted,
22. In considering such i,mponant problems as dis
armament, we must ask ourselves whether questions on
Which Intemational peace largely depends can be
properly solved without the participation of the People's
Republic of China-a country which has been playing a
leading role in the settlement of international problems
in Asia and throughout the world, a country inhabited
by one-fourth of the world's population. It is high time
to give back to the People's Republic of Omnaits lawful
rights in the United Nations ; this would make possible
even 'brooder peacelul collaboration among all countries
and would help to give effect to the principle of the
universality of the United Nations. It is intolerable to
deprive :the People's Republic of China of its lawful
rights in the United Nations because of the stubborn
ness of the Western Powers, and especially of the
United States. An unrealistic policy as regards China is
being imposed upon the United Nations, contrary to its
own interests, and solely because there are those who
dislike that vast country's people's democratic regime.
The debate on this question held a few days ago showed
that the objections to restoring the lawful rights of the
People's Republic of China were unfounded and in
compatible with dte United Nations Charter. There can
be no doubt that this aetitude does serious harm to the
authority of the United Nations and reduces its ability
to maintain international peace.
23. It is a well-known fact that some countries do not
wish to recognize the People's Republic of China. Of
course, this is an internal question which lies within
the competence of those countries. But this makes it all
the more necessary for the United Nations to give China
its rightful place in the 'Organization as 'soon as possible,
in order to make United Nations decisions more effec
tive and to strengthen world peace.
24. We cannot listen with indifference to statements
such as those made a few days ago from this rostrum
to the effect that certain groups repudiated by the
Chinese people are awaiting an opporrnity to "come to
the rescue" of 'some people or other in ithe People's
Republic of China. The United Nations might regard
such provocative statements as empty threats i£rom the
former Chineserulers, who have been repudiated by
the Chinese people, were it. not for fhe fact that the
speakers threatening the People's Republic of China
irom the rostrum of the United ~~ations enjoy the
st1ppOl1t of powerful States which do not Iike the people's
demOiCratic reginle of China. 'DMs can no Ionger be
regarded as an empty threat; it is an actual threat to
peace in the Far East. The reinstatement of the People's
Republic of China in its rights in 3111 United Nmons
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independence and sovereignty of both countries, The
iurtJher expansion, consolidation and development of
Bulgarian-Yugoslav co-operation accords with the
fundamental interest of our peoples and of the cause of
peace In the Balkans,
39. Our Government is making unremitting efforts to
improve our relations with Greece and Turkey. We note
with satisfaction that in recent years we have been
meeting with a wilHngness on fue part of the ruling
Circles of those countries to establish good-neighbourly
relations. However, we are not yet satisfied with what
has been achieved. The very exensive possibilities for
the many...sided development of economic and cultutail
ties with OUT neighbours have by no means been fully
exploited, and the ,principles of the UniJted Nations
ibhe principles of peace, peacefUl1 co-operation and general
security--cou!ld be given practical application among
the Balkan peoples.
40. Our Government believes that there are no contro
versial problems outstanding between us and our neigh
bours whichcOUJ1d not be solved by means of negotiation
and agreement, given good will and mutual concessions.
Nor are there any such problems ~n our relations with
any of the other countries of the world, Iarge or small,
with which we maintain normal relations, in so fad" as
this depends on us, and with which we 3I1"e prepared
to expand our political, economic and cultural contacts.
41. The delegation of the People's Republic of Bulgaria
is confident that the eleventh 'Session of the General
Assembly wJiJ..l, despite aJ1l obstacles, 'succeed in settling
rthe problems whose just solution is awaited by the
peoples of ,the whole world, We are convinced 'thM there
is no need to revise the United Nations Charter to this
end. A proper solution o'i the problems on the agenda
of the General Assembly requires the 'Strictest observ
ance of allll the fundamentall principles of the United

.Nations, 'Such as the principle of fue sovereignty and
self-determination of peoples. The experience of eleven
years has shown that, if breaches of the mtert13J1:iona:1
order have occurred, the reason for this is not that the
Charter is inadequate, but that its fundamental principles
have been violated.
42. A positive attitude on the part of tlie United
Nations towards IfJhe 'Solution of controversial intema
monal questions by peaceful means wnt promote the
strengthening of confidence and the dev-elopment of wide
economic and roltUJrall co-operation, and wil1l further
the relaxation of international tension and the consoli- ,
dation of peace throughout the world, To this end,
however, it is essential that the high-sounding words
and wishes expressed here from the rostrum of the
United Nations should be accepted by all and £o1l1owed
'Up by deeds. Only then wiLl the eleventh 'session of the
General Assembly restore to the peoples the hope of a
a new relaxation of international tension and of a Jasting
peace.
43. Mr. MAHGOUB (Sudan): On behalf of the
Sudan delegation, I wish to express our heartfelt con
gratulations to Prince Wan Waithayakon, on his elec
tion as President of the eleventh session of the General
Assembly, a position which he wetl merited.
44. As a nation still young in :the field of International
affair-s, we have a great deal to Iearn, hut we hope we
311so have, ffittle as it may be, something to contribute,
We were under a foreign role for more than fifty years.
Through united national effoets, constitutional develop
ment and good will, we are now free, We are free in
(handUng our internal affairs. We also late free to hand1e
our external affairs and participate in furthering under-

General Assembl;r-Ele'Venth session-Plenary McedDls

in the case of our own country in the past. On listening
to some of :the statements made, we cannot but draw
the conclusion that some people 'sti'll regard ihe United
Nations as an organization of representatives and
politicians who have the same polltical, social and
economic views as their own. Moreover, 'some people
Ithink they are entitled Ito use the United Nations to
oppose those who do not share their views. They are
using even the rostrum of the 'United Nations for
appeals for. the "liberation" ot countries which chose
the path of socialism after /the Second Wo1'1ld War.
32. The People's Republic of Bulgaria ~s one of these
eountries. In our land, the positive features of the new
social system in which individuals cannot appropriate
~e product of society' are already apparent. Conditions
have been created for a moral and pOO,iJticaJ1 unity such
as the nation never knew in the past.
33. With r-egard to the effect of these changes in the
'Social system on the country's foreign policy, it shoold
be noted that thesocial groups whioh .frequently involved
Bulgaria in military gambles in the past and twice
brought us to the brink of the abyss have dong since
ceased to exist in our country and thus can exert no
influence whatsoever. Is it possible in all honesty to
describe the Bulgarian people as free during the period
when they were oppressed by firancial tycoons and
fascist obscurantists dreaming of r "Great BUllgaria,"
naturally at the expense of other countries and peoples?
Is it possible to doubt :tJhat the Bulgarian people are
free now that they have overthrown theirsworn enemies
and are being led forward by thesocial forces which,
from the day of the country's liberation from the foreign
yoke to this day, have been inculcating in it a 'spir,it of
friendship and ipeacefuJl co-operation with neighbouring
and distant peoples]
34. In defense of its own Charter, the United Nations
cannot fai:l to condemn any statements and, a fortiori,
any acts directed towards inciting to or justifying inter
ference in the internal affairs of countries such as ours,
regardless of the quarter in which such statements and
acts may originate.
35. It must be 'iirankly stated that thosf( who are trying
to use the United Nations for Interference in the
domestic affairs of countries whose 'Systems are not to
their liking are rendering poor service to the cause of
peace and international co-operation.
36. We are taking part in a 'general debate of the
General Assembly for the first time and we therefore
feel obliged to state that our Government, believing as
it does that the peace£U!1 coexistence of countries with
different social systems ~s possible, is sparing no effort
to establish a calm atmosphere of peaceful co-operation
and good-neighbourly relations in the part of the world
where Bulgaria is situated-in the Balkan peninsula,
formerly known as the "powder keg of Europe."
37. Our Government ~s convinced that, by pursuing
an 'active foreign policy favourable to the cause of peace
in the Balkans, it is making the best possible contribu
non to the strengthening of world peace. When there
is no Ionger any need to fortify frontiers, when hands
of friendship are stretched across these frontiers, there
will be real guarantees of a stable and ,lasting peace.
Such are the considerations which guide our foreign
policy in respeot of our immediate neighbours.
38. Our relations with our northern neighbour, the
People's Republic of Romania.are exemplary. The long
standing i£rjenaly relations between the sister nations
of Yugoslavia and Bulgaria have now been re-established
on the basis of consistent mUltualTespect for the national

378

" . ". ...., , -", . '... ,

.' .... ... .. I '
, 1 • t ... \ • •

I \ ... ' ...



3'Z9

Powers, which in our opinioo can be transferred from
the field of competition to that of co-operation: and
imerference of the great Powers with the 'Sovereign
!rights of smaJ1 nations, which if not given up will lead
to serious '1"esu,Lts; the denial of tlhe right of ose1f-deter
mination for 'smaM nations, and the ailegatlon that they
are part of the motherland; and, last but not least, the
deniel of human rights for groups of people within
countries with multi-raciai communities.
51. However, these efforts and achievements as well
as 1lhe achievements of nations through their own efforts
can be 'Seriously Jeopardized if security is lacking. litis
our considered opinion that the main [unctions of the
United Nations remain the establishment of peace and
the removal of all muses of tension in aJ1Jl parts of the
world.
52. We have just emerged from a colonial to an
independent status and we 'are :therefore well qualified
/to express a point of view on the rights of subject
peoples. The United Nations should increase its efforts
to ensure that the transition of subject peoples to fUJt1
nationhood and independence is accelerated and is made
possible in a peace£w1 and orderly manner. The threat
to world peace and security can be minimized :6rom this
direction if colonial Powers, aJIl of which are represented
here, realize how futile it is to contain nationalist move
ments and how short-sighted it is to deny peoples the
right of self-determination on the grounds that they are
not ready to govern themselves. It is true thae these
peoples have no military power and they cannot easily
obtain their freedom by .forceful means against their
tmighty masters; but we are here to establish peace
and security and provide grounds for peaceful coexist
ence, and not to condone a cohabitation which is main
tained at ,the point of the bayonet.
53. Our experience indicates that independence must
precede economic and social development. However
backward the people are, they must moukl their own
destiny. Only after independence can people be receptive
of new ideas and of 'help and assistance, which will then
be more effective and much more appreciated. My dele
gation submits, therefore, that it is the duty of the
United Nations to assist peoples to gain their inde
pendence in the first place and then to seek ways and
means of helping them to pass through the difficu'lt
phases of economic and social development.
54. We fuHy believe that efforts to help C01.111Jtiies in
l1ihe economic and sociel fields, when their hearts and
minds are futly preoccupied with their independence,
lwil1 be wasted. Material development can never be
substituted for the spi,riroaJ! andmoral saeisfaction which
independence and equality bestow upon people. The
potential moral and intellectual powers which provide
the basis of material progress can only be iree and
brought to bear on the problems of social and economic
developments after people are assured of 'their right to
determine their own destiny. .
55. .My delegation therefore appeals to the Members
of 'the United Nations on behalf of millions of Africans
and Asians and other people to search their heaets and
to tbink again about Itheir responsibilities to the world
'community and. to readjust their policies to suit the
evolving conditions of the war-Id.
56. As a young nation that has just achieved inde
pendence, we are deeply perturbed by the tendency of
some of the big Powers to impose their point of view
on smafler nations by physical force which can never be
a 'Satisfactory means of settling disputes. There can be
no better example of the utter failure in reaching a
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~tanding and friendship among all nations of the worid,
Our presence amongst you here is a manifestation of
the exercise of our fuM sovereignty and attainment of
complete independence.
45. Our emergence from a colonial or a semi-colonial
!StafJuis into full independence, the peaceful and orderly
attainment of our national aspirations, and the realiza
tion of our hopes after such a long time, are indeed for
us the beginnings of new human and International rela
tions. But we cannot in this context fail to note here
with great regret that there are still other sub]ect peoples
in Africa and Asia which are fighting bitterly to regain
their freedom. There can be no worid at peace without
freedom and equality for a:1J1 members of the human
race.
46. The preamble to ,the United Nations 'Charter and
Chapter XI of the Oharter deal extensively with peace,
justice, human rights and dignity and the right of
peoples to exercise their fundamental right of self
determination. The delegations f,rom different countries,
year after year, have contributed to the Iiteratere of Ithe
United Nations on these subjects, and we do not intend
to add to that great literature, Indeed it would not he
possible to make an original contriburion. But if we are
serious about a change in international relations, then
such words as "peace," "equality," "liberty," "freedom,"
"self-determination" and "justice" must be given their
fun intrinsic values, and not merely used to disguise
motives of cupidity and selfishness. These noble prin
.oiples and 'aims cannot be effectively implemented while
paragraph 7 of Article 2 of the Charter is still capable
of being interpreted to mean that the nationalists' con
flict with the colonial Powers in African and Asian
possessions are matters which are essentially within the
domestic jurisdiction of the colonial Powers. Paragraph
7of Article 2 therefore calls for an immediate amend
ment to remove this ambiguity.
47. Small nations are far more interested in disarma
ment than the big Powers, which have conflicting inrer
ests of varying magnitude. It is therefore natural that
my delegation supports the reduction of armaments in
both the conventional and nuclear fields. We also endorse

United the continuation of efforts and the consideration of 31Ll
intema- proposals 'submitted for the peaceful utilization of atomic
note the energy. The world wilil be better off if the savings and
. of wide expenditure on armaments could be made available for
. further technical assistance and economic development in the
consoli- , less developed areas of the woeld,
his end, 48. The United Nations, after ten years, seems to be
~ words finding its way towards defining the main issues facing
~ of the humanity, and it is our present duty to find 'solutions for
folilowed aJ~l outstanding issues which threaten world peace and
n of the beset the human race with dangers which may result
ope of a in the destruction of the civilization and culture of our
a. Jasting age. The United Nations willbecome wh3J1: we want it

to be-it could be an effective instrument for achieving
the common puroposes and common aspirations of the
wceld community-if we are aLl prepared to give it the
support it needs to carry out its mission.
49. In the field of technical assistance as well '3:S in the
social and economic fields, the UnitedNations has made
tangible progress, aJlthough its efforts are being
hampered by disturbances of world pea-eel acts of aggres
sion and the petty jealousies of the big Powers.
50. The principal factors which contribute to the lack
of 'security and the creation of tensions are in the main
due ,to conflicting ideologies, which if viewed with
tolerance and wisdom may 011 the contrary become
establishing faotors ; conflicting interests between great
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solution 'and settling a problem through the' use of force
than the manner in which the Middle Eastern problem
has been handled. We purposely catl it the Midd'le
Eastern question, because the invasion of Egyptian
territory by the Anglo-Frenoh.forces is not a problem
of Egypt alone. It has affected and wi.11 go on affecting
the lives and prosperity of the 50 million people of the
Middle East. Their security is threatened, their inde
pendence has become precarious, and their economic
and social progress will be retarded fora good many
years. Instead of attending to their basic problems of
social, political and economic progress, they find :it
imperative to devote 31111 their energies,and resources
to the building up of their security and defence forces.
No nation can light-heartedly disregard a fu.reaJ1: to its
very existence and attend, as we should all do in normal
circumstances, to Ithe pursuit of the happiness of the
people.
57. The Suez Canal is an integral part of Egyptian
territory, and 'Subject to the sovereign control of Egypt.
The Suez Canal Company, by its 'statute, was an
Egyptian company subject rto the Iaws and exclusive
jurisdiction of Egypt. The rf:reedom of navigation in the
Canal is governed by :the 'Constantinople Convention
of 1888,1 and the remedies for any disputes, tthe way
to settle such disputes, are '3lltl dearly provided for in
the Convention.
58. Egypt,.as a. sovereign Power, has fue a:b~lute
right to nationalize ithe Canal Company, and if the
shareholders, individuaJls or States, are aggrieved, they
can have recourse to fhe Egyptian courts for remedy.
If there is an alleged breach of the 1888 Convention, the
International Court of Justice, one of the agencies of
the United Nations, 'has fuLl jurisdiction to adjudicate
the dispute; indee~, ttJhe Security Cou~dl an~ other
agencies of ,the United Na!ions can sarisfactorily de~
with the matter. But the dispute was between two bIg
Powers, on the one hand, and a ,small Power, on the
other.
59. The big Powers cannot tolerate the inexpedience,
as they allege, of courts of justice or the United Nat~ons

agencies. They therefore elected to take the law Into
their hands and invade Egypt.
60. The situation in the Middle East has been seriously
aggravated by the j,11-thought-:out and impulsive aggres
sion of the United Kingdom and France, The readiness
with which Israel has collaborated in the grand and
shameful conspiracy has underlined the Arabs' appre
hensions about Israel as a spearhead and instrument of
coloniafism in the Middle East. Israel has, therefore,
more .than ever 'before, become a serious and immediate
threat to the security and wen-being of the 50 million
Arabs in the M.iddle East.
61. We have tangible questions to pose here, not to
the United Kingdom and France alone, but to 3111 the
representatives present at this General Assembly. Has
the invasion accomplished anything? Has the Middle
East situation improved as a result of the invasion? Has
fue Suez Canal been neutralized] Have the chances of
carrying out the resolutions of the Security Council on
the Suez Canal been improved? We lbhink we had better
leave the members to provide their own answers.

62. Our own conclusion is that there can be no peace
or security in the Middle East .unrtiJ1 certain great 'Powers
of the wodd exercise patience and se1f-lrestraint and

1 Convention respecting the free navigation of the Suez
Maritime Canal, signed at Constantinople on 29 October 1888.

follow ithe path of peaceful negotiation and persuasion,
however Iong it 1l1tlgnt be. .

63. The withdrawal of British and French troops from
Egypt and the withdrawal of Israel forces behind the
armistice lines are not sufficient. We caJll l\.tI]?'011 the
United Nations to see to it that Egypt is fully compen..
sated by the United Kingdom and France for the
destruction of towns and airfields and the loss of life
of peaceful citizens and the retardation of its social
and economic progress.
64. The conditions of the Palestinian refugees are one
of the most pertinent reasons for tensions in the Middle
East. Apart from being a politicall issue, it is a 'Social
and human problem of the first order. The main
obstacles to the 'sOOUJ1:ion of the refugee problem, to our
mind, are the absence orf a solution to the Palestins
question along the lines of the resolutions taken by the
Genera'! Assembly in 1949 regarding compensation and
il"epatriationof ,refugees, meagreness of physical re..
sources, the attitude of the refugees and that of the
Governments, which continue to be conditioned by the
strong desire of refugees to return to Palestine.
65. Israel refuses the principle of .repatriation, and the
Arab States insist that the refugees be given the choice
of repatriation or compensation, !If: is the duty of the
United Nations to 'Seek a solution which wi,Ll restore to
the Palestinians their homes, their wealth and their
human dignity.
66. Peace in ,the Middle East is also !threatened by the
Mgerian problem, The extent to which France has gone
to repress nationalist claims, and Iately the kidnapping
of the Algerian leaders, must have shocked die
conscience of the 'P~les of the world. The use of force
against people seeking their basic and fundamental
rights cannot be condoned by the General Assembly.
My delegation. therefore hopes that the condemnation
by the General Assembly of the French action in North
Africa will be in the strongest possible terms,

67. From this survey of events one it'hing is dear. The
re-emergence of colonization in a new form is becoming
a real and serious danger. The march towards freedom
and the historieel move towards independence do not
only 'seem to be ,in danger of 'being halted and retarded,
but the indications are that certain Powers are seeking
to reverse ibhe march of time.
68. The United Nations cannot, without casting away
the very reason for its existence, fail to notice this and
take active measures to protect all smell nations whose
military capacity cannot face up to the might and l'luth·
lessness ()If powerful adversaries. The stna'll nations
must also note the serious significance of this attitude,
and must consider as a matter of urgency whM can be
done about it. They must learn how to co-operate, or
they wilU perish.
69. At the beginning of this address, we stressed the
point that the Sudan had attained independence in a
peacefUll and orderly manner. In our experience, a set
and agreed time-table for the transfer of. power is an
invaluable means to 'such an end. In our case, the Angle
Egyptian Treaty of February 1952 had dearly defined
the process of liquidation of the condominium rule and
elaborately detailed the procedure for the transfer of
power.
70. We believe it is the avowed intention and accepted
policy of the Unked Nations that the administering
authorities ·in Trust Territories should adopt a definite
time-table for the realieation of self"'govemment for
those Territories, but we note with regret that some of
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the Administering Authorities have advanced ·reaoons
for'not complying with a General Assembly resolufion
[558 (VI)] to that effect. '.
71. May we assert that our experience has abundantly
proved the wisdom of a definite time-table. We should
never allow ourselves to be deluded by fictitious 3J1"gu
ments tthat the 'standard of administration will drop or
that the technical and social services will suffer con
siderably. As the report of the Secretary-General clearly
points out-s-and if we may be allowed to comment, this
~,s borne out by our own experience of the surging of
national feeling-the fact that responsibility is given to
the local people wHI by itselrfraise the standard of devo
tion and alertness and ipso facto engender a high
standard of public service. Let us remember that Ithe
emphasis will shift and thet what Itlhe Ad1.11inJistering
Authorities are convinced is the right course for
development may not ,suit the 10C3!1 people.
72. In this respect, my delegation feels that political
progress should march hand in hand with, if not ahead
of, economic progress. It is felt that the contribution
cf the United Nations specialized agencies is not ade
quate to meet the demands of the less developed Trust
Territories. Nor can it be shown that the economic help
of the Administering Authorities could meet such a
challenge; and even if this was forthcoming, it might
in thelong run result in the retention of foreign political
interference in the independence and sovereignty of
those States after they had become fully sovereign. We
would like to .see those Territories enjoying full free
dom in the widest meaning of the word, and we believe
that their freedom could be fortified through financial
and technical grants from the United Nations and the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop
ment. After all, these Territories are our trust, and
vicarious responsibility does not end in mere supervision
and advice.
73. As regards the non-political activities of the
United Nations, it is gratifying to note the general
recognition of the fact that economic security and social
advancement are as important a.s political issues. It is
equally gratifying to note the emphasis that is being
given to the less developed countries, and the reali
zation that the present economic and social conditions
of the less developed countries is inconsistent with the
Charter and can be a serious threat to world stability.
74. As the representative of one of those countries,
we must express our appreciation of the readiness of
the more developed and more prosperous countries to
share their wealth and experience with the less fortu
nate countries. Various countries might have their dif
ferent motives, but whether those motives are purely
philanthropic or enlightened self-interest or a genuine
desire to uphold the principles of the Charter, we can
only hope that the volume of the aid given is stepped
up and that the increase in the wealth of certain coun
tries will be reflected in bigger contributions towards
helping less developed countries.
75. In emphasizing the importance of external aid we
are not unaware-indeed it has always been a cardinal
principle of our economic and social policies-that the
initiative must always come from within, and that the
desire to develop must be matched by a will to do so
and a ready willingness to save and sacrifice some
immediate interests and benefits in order to increase
the productive capacity of the country, which is an
essential basis for raising the standards of living.
76. External 'help, if given on a multilateral basis,
will help to dispel some of the apprehensions of small

Powers that it has its price. It is for this reason that
we welcome the establishment of the Special United
Nations Fund for Economic Development to supple
ment the efforts of the' International Bank for Recon
struction and Development, the International Monetary
Fund, and the International Finance Corporation.
77. We do not wish to comment on the other various
activities of the United Nations in the economic, social
and other fields, but we would like to draw the
Assembly's attention to the need for intensifying our
efforts to promote world trade and reduce the uncer
tainty and fluctuations of the demand for the primary
commodities upon which the prosperity and well-being
of the less developed countries depend. This is one of
the most effective ways of 'helping small nations, and
it is one of the best forms of help.
78. The efforts to promote the peaceful uses of atomic
energy and thereby turn it from an instrument for the
destruction of the human race into one of increasing
its prosperity and material welfare will be one of the
greatest achievements of the United Nations, and must
therefore be welcomed by us.
79. I will end by asking your indulgence to reiterate
that this Organization can be a new hope and promise
for all people of the world if Members refrain from
using it as an instrument for power politics and if it
is not used to serve the ends of certain Powers or
groups of them.
80. We, as a small Power, are fully aware that our
responsibility in the field of international affairs is a
small and limited one. We realize that the burdens of
carrying out the resolutions of the General Assembly
and of giving economic aid and assistance lie on the
shoulders of the big Powers. Let us hope that the big
Powers will face their historic responsibilities with a
sense of heroic self-sacrifice and approach them from a
broader, world-wide and human angle. .
81. We pledge ourselves to do all we possibly can to
make this institution serve the causes of humanity,
justice and peace. We pledge ourselves to co-operate
with all peoples of the world, irrespective of race,
colour, creed or ideology.

82. Mr. LEGER (Haiti) (translated from French) :
The unanimous election of Prince Wan Waithayakon
to the office of President of this Assembly is a deserved
tribute to the tact and ability he has displayed amongst
us. For many years he has participated in the work
of the United Nations either as a Minister for Foreign
Affairs or as Chairman of the Thai delegation to the
annual sessions of the General Assembly, and his con
tributions have always been energetic, useful and fruit
ful. My delegation is happy to congratulate him, and
I take this opportunity to recall the personal links of
friendship between us.
83. It would be difficult for us to approach the work
of the eleventh session of the General Assembly without
giving high priority and urgency to the two very grave .
problems which affect the security system of the United
Nations, and for a solution of which the whole world
is anxiously waiting. The first is the conflict which has
broken out in Egypt, the repercussions of which extend
to all the States of the Middle East. The second Im
perils the very foundations of the Hungarian nation.

84. The armed intervention of Israel, France and the
United Kingdom in Egyptian territory, and the de
cisions which the General Assembly found it necessary
to take at its emergency special session, confirm an
absolute principle of contemporary law, namely, that

us: 4 iI It ::u utt dX $ All J MU &2L he £1)42 . UiU: SiUlt3ai.JMS".J1III,iiJ 1[.:::. ,i AI it ji'·, iJliLUIiJliufflTUlrrl



-
pendi
menn
Unib
theS
Artic
the ~

Fram
take
as m
interr
98.. .
opmu
to dr.
Egyp
great
maint
99. '
impm
Asser
servic
contir
devot:
the re
home
of a c
escapr
to the
not a:
and tl
the m
100.
refere
that .
Powei
need J

their
Coune
confer
of th<
depem
on ·thl
the f(
police
of tre
the tr
Articl:
that, i
the fiv
securit
by thr
the m.
lOt
hope t
ing of
Unitec
other
urgent
with tl
based
102.
tional
police
efforts
of its]
compel
tion oi
given,
involvr
which,

with the relatively smooth operation of its decisions in
the Egyptian conflict leaves one with a feeling of pro
found anxiety. In vain has the Assembly in repeated
resolutions, in emergency special session, exhorted the
Soviet Government to withdraw its forces from, Hun..
gary, requested the Hungarian authorities to accept the
dispatch of a group of observers to its territory and
urged the Soviet Government and the Hungarian
leaders to take immediate action to put a stop to
deportations.
92. At this stage, public opinion throughout the world
is deeply apprehensive. It has sound and valid reasons
for believing that the efforts of the United Nations to
relieve the terrible Hungarian tragedy are going to end
in sad and humiliating frustration. What, in fact, can
the General Assembly do in the face of the bad faith,
lies and cynicism of those who act as they see fit in con
tempt of all principle? The Assembly has no means of
ensuring compliance with its decisions, no penalties for
non-observance.
93. If in circumstances with which we are all familiar,
the "Uniting for peace" resolution enables. us to relieve
the Security Council of its primary responsibility for
the maintenance of peace and security and to vest this
function in the General Assembly, this can be done only
within the scope of the limited powers conferred on this
Assembly. It is true that Article 42 of the Charter em
powers the Security Council to order coercive measures
if there is any threat to the peace, breach of the peace
or act of aggression. But how can the forces of the
United Nations be brought into play? We find the
answer in Article 43 of the Charter.
94. The three resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly at its fif.th session, and grouped under the
heading "Uniting for peace", undoubtedly constituted
an important improvement in the United Nations ma
chinery for safeguarding peace and security. They led,
for instance, to the setting up of a Peace Observation
Commission and a Collective Measures Committee,
whose activities have often proved useful and effective.
95. In paragraph 8 of resolution 377 A (V), the
Assembly recommends that Member States should
maintain within their national armed forces elements
which could promptly be made available for service as
United Nations units. It must be admitted that this
provision is far removed from the express terms of
Article 43 of the Charter. Under that article, Members
of the United Nations are required to negotiate agree
ments with the Security Council for ratification by the
signatory States in accordance with their constitutional
processes. As far as we know, however, no such agree
ment, based on the Charter itself and not on the
"Uniting for peace" resolution, has been concluded.
96. The Charter has, it is true, provided means for
remedying this omission. They are clearly set forth in
Article 106, in Chapter XVII, under the· heading
"Transitional security arrangements". The terms of
this article are quite clear. It refers to the Conference
of the four Foreign Ministers held at Moscow from
19 to 30 October 1943, when the representatives of the
United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom
and China adopted the historic Declaration subsequently
subscribed to by France. In that diplomatic instrument,
those Powers undertook that the united action pursued
by them during the war would be continued with a view
to the organization and. maintenance of peace and
security.
97. Article 106 of the Charter thus confronts us with
a juridical fact which is difficult to evade, namely that, ,

General Assembly-Eleventh lellion-Plenary Meetinl.382

in international relations, preventive war, such as Israel
claims to have launched, and punitive war, such as that
undertaken by France and the United Kingdom, are
illegal, however important the national interests invoked
to justify them. .
85. These principles have been part of positive law
since the conclusion of the General Treaty for the
Renunciation of War as an Instrument of National
Policy signed in Paris on 27 August 1928. War is
lawful only in a case of legitimate self-defence or par
ticipation in international police and security action,
such as that defined in Articles 42, 43, 44 and 45 of
the Charter. To prevent the spread of the conflict in
Egypt, the General Assembly, in the exercise of the
powers vested in it by the "Uniting for peace" reso
lution [377 (V)], recommended that the parties in
volved should adopt certain provisional measures, such
as a cease-fire, the withdrawal of the forces of Israel
beyond the armistice Iines and the immediate evacuation
of the Anglo-French expeditionary force. According
to Article 40 of the Charter, such provisional measures
shall be "without prejudice to the rights, claims or
position of the parties concerned".
86. My delegation voted whole-heartedly for the
adoption of those provisional measures, but it considers
that, as Mr. Pineau has said from this rostrum [589th
meeting], the United Nations must examine not only
the consequences of the present conflict, but also its
causes.
87. In this connexion, a proposal recently submitted
to this Assembly [590th meeting] by the Cambodian
representative on behalf of his Government appears to
me to merit our attention. He proposed that, with a
view to achieving a lasting solution of the crisis in
Egypt and in the Middle East, a special commission
of inquiry should be set up consisting of representatives
of neutral States that have no important interests in
the matters to be judged. It should perhaps be pointed
out to the Cambodian representative that certain
passages in the official communique which he read us
give the impression that this special commission of
inquiry is to be vested with judicial powers, or powers
of arbitration, in addition to its ordinary functions.
Such powers would obviously be beyond its scope.
88. In the Egyptian conflict, the General Assembly
did not confine itself to urging the parties to comply
with the provisional measures on which it had decided.
It did more: it assumed the executive functions vested
in the Security Council under Article 42 of the Charter,
and proceeded to create an international police force.
89. Furthermore, the Secretary-General was author
ized to enter into negotiations with specialized firms
which, in collaboration with experts employed in the
United Nations Technical Assistance Programme, win
start the work of clearing the Suez Canal and reopen
ing it. Following his conversations with the Egyptian
Government, the Secretary-General presented two re
ports to the General Assembly on these new objectives
of the United Nations.
90. My delegation was happy to vote in favour of
the resolution of 24 November [A/RES/411], which
confers full powers on the Secretary-General in the
pursuit of these aims. Similarly, it approved the reso
lution on the financing of the United Nations Emergency
Force [A/RES/412].
91. So far, so good. We give these measures our
fervent support. Yet a comparison of the impasse which
the United Nations has reached in the case of Hungary

az Xi La £&.'"1,~..tiih"-;--·"· ,. "4.'% it3iE' ._..~...... :.;" .. ;. .
II!!!IIIII••.' .. : £ . n. !II. .. .. ; ; at:::a jJ$ mA £. ]

k•.... .. ...iiiiiiiii1 ..__.. .. ..ul!l4'WJi.a ... i: .12



S99th meeam.--l8 November 1956 383

.sions in
of pro

repeated
rted the
n,Hun..
cept the
ory Cl:nd
mganan
stop to

le world
reasons

.tions to
~ to end
'act, can
id faith,
: in con..
leans of
Hies for

familiar,
>relieve
ility for
vest this
me only
l on this
rter em
neasures
le peace
s of the
find the

General
ider the
rstituted
ons ma
'hey led,
ervation
mmittee,
ffeetive.
V), the

should
elements
irvice as
:hat this
:erms of
l1:ember's
:e agree
a by the
:ifutional
h agree-

on the
luded.
eans for
forth in
heading
erms of
nference
>w from
es of the
Gngdom
equently
trument,
pursued
h a view
ace and

us with
iely that, .

pending the conclusion and ratification of specific agree
ments for the organization of national units to form a
United Nations international police force, thus enabling
the Security Council to assume its responsibilities under
Article 42, the five great ·Powers-the United States,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, China and
France-are expressly called upon by the Charter to
take "such joint action on behalf of the Organization
as may be necessary for the purpose of maintaining
international peace and security".
98. My delegation does not venture to express an
opinion on the merits of Article 106. It merely wishes
to draw attention to the fact that, in the case both of
Egypt and of Hungary, it would appear that the five
great Powers have very definite responsibilities for the
maintenance of international peace and security.
99. This does not mean that I wish to minimize the
importance of the timely decisions taken by the General
Assembly in these last weeks, or of the exceptional
service which our Secretary-General has rendered, and
continues to render to the United Nations with so much
devotion, competence and skill. I must confess that, as
the representative ofa small country, I feel more at
home in this democratic assembly than in the presence
of a conclave of the five great Powers. But how can we
escape the situation created by Article 106 with respect
to the responsibilities placed upon the five great Powers,
not as permanent members of the Security Cottncil-«
and this is a very important point-but simply as being
the nations that they are.
100. An analysis of the text of that article and its
reference to the Moscow Declaration of 1943 will show
that the role provisionally assigned to those great
Powers of acting as guardians of the peace and, if
need be, as policemen, does not necessarily depend on
their status as permanent members of the Security
Council. It will further be noted that the authority
conferred upon the five great Powers by Article 106
of the Charter is only provisional, and its duration
depends on the diligence with which the United Nations,
on the initiative of the Security Council, proceeds to
the formation of a real and' imposing international
police force. It should also be noted-and this too is
of tremendous importance-that, by their very nature,
the transitional security arrangements referred to in
Article 106 are not subject to the use of the veto, so
that, if fundamental differences were to arise among
the five Powers as to the application of the necessary
security measures, that obstacle would be circumvented
by the joint action of the other States, constituting
the majority.
101. These reflections lead us to express the fervent
hope that it may yet be possible to arrive at a regroup
ing of the Western Powers-primarily France, the
United Kingdom and the United States-and all the
other Powers for the performance of the increasingly
urgent common tasks which await them in connexion
with the maintenance of international peace and security
based on law and justice for all peoples.
102. It will be no easy task to form the regular na
tional units which must constitute the United Nations
police force. It will be necessary to co-ordinate. the
efforts of the United Nations, and particularly those
of its Military Staff Committee, with the efforts of the
competent regional organizations. In theimplementa
tion of such a plan, due consideration will have to be
given, in view of the technical assistance problems
involved, to the position of small countries like Haiti
which, however much they may wish to co-operate,

cannot saddle their national budgets with military ex:
penditures inconsistent with their most immediate and
vital economic and social needs.
103. Owing to the character of gravity and urgency
rightly attributed to the conflicts in Egypt and ~Hun

gary, we shall refrain from prolonging the general
debate by commenting,on other aspects of the items on
the agenda of the eleventh session. In my delegation's
opinion, some of those questions are very important,
for example, those relating to the Trusteeship system,
the Cyprus and Algerian problems, the policy of
apartheid in the Union of South Africa, social and
cultural matters, the progressive codification of inter
national law, technical assistance,' the system of inter
national credits, the admission of new Members, such
as Japan, the Republic of Korea and the Republic of
Viet-Nam, the peaceful uses of atomic energy, and
disarmament. My delegation's policy as regards those
items will be explained in due course, when they are
considered in committee.
104. To sum up my delegation's position, we fervently
express our renewed devotion to the increasingly effec
tive work of the United Nations, and, as that work is
following a normal process of development, we do not
think it wise to ask it to do too much. We must guard
against cheap optimism, but we repudiate any sug
gestion that the setbacks of the United Nations mean
that the Organization itself has failed in its great world
mission. It is by trial and error that we .learn the lessons
of life and the rules of social coexistence.
105. I would have concluded my statement at this
point, but my delegation, representing as it does a
nation of almost 4 million coloured people, cannot
remain indifferent to the diatribe delivered yesterday
by the representative of the Union o£South Africa
against the United Nations in protest against the policy,
consistently adhered to by the General Assembly for
the past ten years, of condemning, as it should, the
detestable policy of racial segregation practised in the
Union of South Africa. The policy of racial segregation,
which the Government of the Union of South Africa
has made a part of the law of the land, has always
stirred and still stirs the indignation of the people and
Government of Haiti. The representative of the Union
of South Africa has flung down a challenge to the
United Nations, which is ail insult to that greatinsti
tution, to this Assembly and to its Members. We
listened with amazement to the Chairman of the South
African delegation, who said:

"It has therefore been decided that until such time
as the United Nations shows that it is prepared to
act in accordance with the spirit of the San Francisco
Conference of 1945 and to conform to the principles
laid down by the founders of the Organization in
Article 2, paragraphs 1 and 7, of the Charter, the
Union of South Africa, while ... continuing to be
a Member of the United Nations, will in future
maintain only a token representation or a nominal
representation at the meetings of the Assembly and
at the Headquarters of the Organization." [597th
nteeting, para. 152.]

106. Paragraphs 1 and 7 of Article 2 are invoked
here far too often in order to disguise, by pompous
references to national sovereignty and the' many-faceted
principle of non-interference in domestic affairs, a lack
of the respect due by all the signatories of the Charter
to human rights and fundamental freedoms, We do not
intend to reopen the much discussed South African
question here. The repeated decisions of the General
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mental bodies and, consequently, co-ordination of the
instructions to the national delegations to international
conferences to achieve the necessary efficiency of our
programme. The matter was again dealt with by the
Economic and Social Council, and the results of the
Council's deliberations will have my delegation's fullest
attention.
113. The items of our agenda which have been referred'
to the Sixth Committee embody the important con"
tribution of the United Nations to the development
and codification of international law. Although these
studies, by their very nature, can progress but slowly,
they deepen and widen the impact of the law of natiotis
on the international community.

11(4h The Fourth Committee will deal with subjects
ofl importance. As such I consider, in particular, the
discussion concerning the plebiscite under United
Nations auspices in Togoland, and the independence
c.f that country. .,
115. The agendas of the Second and Third Com
mittees demonstrate the tremendous task as well as
the inspiring possibilities for our Organization in the
economic and social fields. One may wonder to what
extent the repercussions of recent international events
will adversely affect the clarity of vision of the dele
gations during the debates in those two Committees.
116. In my opinion, it would be unwise not to see that
it is necessary to recognize the reality of these reper
cussions, and my delegation, for one, finds it difficult
to look forward with any confidence to holding serious
discussions on the subject of human rights with the
participation of the representatives of a country which,
at this moment in Hungary, shows such appalling dis
regard for human rights and human values. The
Netherlands representatives in the Third Committee
feel that they could use their time to a better and more
profitable purpose, for instance by organizing relief
for the tens of thousands of Hungarians who have been
forced to flee their country.

117. It is my sincere hope that the Second Committee
will be able to direct its attention not to the difficult
present but to the important problems of the future.
It will be clear that I am referring- to ,the question of
raising the standard of living In the ·less-developed
areas. To recognize the importance of this problem and
to study ways and means to solve it is the crucial task
of our generation. The technical assistance programmes
and the significant achievements of this work during the
last five years form only the beginning. The major
part of our work still has to .bedone. We would fail
in our historic mission if we did not make, at the
earliest possible moment, a decisive' and large-scale
effort to finance the economic and social infrastructure
of the less-developed areas.
118. My Government holds the view that this chal
lenge should be met on a multilateral basis and in equal
partnership between, on the one hand, the countries
which extend assistance and, on the other, those' which
receive it. My Government 'considers, furthermore, that
the progress towards the establishment of a develop
ment mechanism should not be deflected by such events
as, for instance, Egypt's seizure of the Suez Canal or
Indonesia's violation of its international obligations.
Nevertheless, the efforts of the contributing countries
will be of no avail unless they meet with co-operation
from the recipient countries.
119. In his clear and eloquent address last week
[589th meeting] , the French Minister for Foreign
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Assembly, taken in conformity. with the Charter and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, have given
the question of the policy of apartheid practised in the
Union of South Africa the status of res judicata. The
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Union of South
Africa also referred to the "strong and growing opinion"
in his country in favour of South Africa's withdrawal
from the United Nations. We fully understand the
purport of that statement. I shall take the liberty of
repeating for his benefit the incisive warning uttered
by Mr. Paul Reynaud in Paris only four days ago: "To
leave the United Nations would be to swim against the
tide of history/'
107. Mr. LUNS (Netherlands): On behalf of the.
Netherlands delegation, I should like first of all to offer
the President our sincere congratulations upon his elec
tion to his high office. It has been a matter of great
satisfaction to my delegation that the General Assembly
has unanimously elected him to preside over our dis
cussions, the more so as this session is likely to be
one of the most important in our 'history.
108. In the second place, I wish to associate myself
with the preceding speakers who have welcomed the
new Members. My delegation sincerely hopes that their
contribution to our work will strengthen the Organi
zation.
109. In this connexion, however, it is fitting to
note-and I do this with sincere regret-that, due to
the indefensible attitude of one of the members, and
a permanent member, of the Security Council, one
application is still pending. My delegation hopes-in
deed it urges-that the question of the membership
of Japan will at the earliest possible moment be favour
ably reconsidered.
110. The agenda of this eleventh session contains a
large number of subjects. My delegation will take part
with the same zeal as in previous years in the dis
cussions of the Fifth Committee on budgetary and
administrative matters. We feel the time has come
carefully to examine the functioning of the machinery
of the Secretariat as well. as that of the regional and
functional commissions. The lively discussions held last
summer in the Co-ordination Committee of the Eco
nomic and Social Council on the streamlining of the
United Nations system point out the road to be fol
lowed. The rapid growth of the United Nations ma
chinery requires a critical attitude with regard to its
various branches, in order that less essential activities
may be replaced by more necessary undertakings. The
administrative organs of the United Nations should
decide on the degree of urgency and on priorities.
111. I may emphasize that the preceding remarks,
which, naturally, apply also to the work of the spe
cialized agencies, should not be taken as indicating a
desire to slow down or to restrict our activities. Neither
do I want to suggest a lack of understanding on the
part of the Secretariat of the problem I have raised.
But, in view of the enormous task of our Organization,
our human and material possibilities are limited. These
limited resources should, therefore, be used for the
most urgent functions, especially in the social and eco
nomic field, and a. sustained critical examination of the
question how the most constructive contributions can
be made to the well..being of the family of nations .is
necessary.
112. The report of the Economic and Social Council
[A/J154] contains an interesting survey of this ques
tion. It will require a consistent national policy, national
co-ordination of the activities of the various govern-
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tention to annihilate a neighbouring State. One cannot
invoke the Charter after upsetting the international
legal order, which the United States Secretary of State,
Mr. Dulles, called "the international fabric". One
cannot invoke the Charter against Anglo-French action
in the Middle East at the same moment that one is
oneself suppressing pitilessly and with ruthless force a
people's struggleLr freedom.
127. During the first emergency special session, the
Netherlands delegation voted with many other dele
gations in favour of the establishment of a United
Nations Force. Our vote was cast on the assumption
that the establishment of this international police force
in the area of conflict would at the same time lead to
the solution of the three basic problems responsible for
the present crisis; that is, the Arab-Israel tension, the
question of the Arab refugees, and the status of the
Suez Canal.
128. I feel bound to voice the grave misgivings of
my delegation should this assumption prove to be
groundless. If developments result in a return to the
status quo ante in the Middle East and the three basic
problems remain unresolved, I greatly fear that in
future years men will judge that we missed a golden
opportunity and that we were responsible for a major
failure of the United Nations in the cause of world
peace.
129. These fears and misgivings lest the United
Nations fail in its task and miss the opportunities of
the moment are shared by many who are the staunchest
defenders of the rules of law among nations. The rep
resentative of Norway voiced the same concern when
he affirmed that "the restoration of peace would mean
that but half the mission had been accomplished. The
second half of the mission is .for this Assembly to see
that justice is done" [566th meeting~ para. 52]. I en
tirely agree with these views.
130. It is unfortunate that the political discussions in
the United Nations show increasing signs of a lack of
intellectual consistency. People in my country are
profoundly shocked by the fact that a number of dele
gations were less anxious to make the tragedy of Hun
gary a subject for concerted action than to meet the
developments in the Middle East. The Netherlands
people are experiencing doubts concerning the moral
level of our debates after learning that, when the first
resolution on Hungary was voted upon, no fewer than
fifteen delegations felt justified in abstaining.
131. More than ever before, I have been struck during
the present session by the lack of willingness to take
into account arguments brought forward during our
debates. Sometimes I even wonder whether t!:.c'te 5l:i11
is a desire for discussion, or whether it is preferred to
proceed to a vote without any discussion at all. I need
hardly say that this tendency, if left unchecked, would
mean the end of the United Nations.
132. I have noted the artificial creation cif conflicting
opinions. I have noted the lightheartedness with which
a country like mine is accused of so-called colonialism.
Let me state quite clearly that in the Netherlands there
is no single political party or any popular group which
seeks to restore the past, or which bases its political
aims on a nostalgic and reactionary desire to revive
the nineteenth century. Of course, every other dele
gation here has the fullest right to differ with the
opinions of my delegation and to oppose those opinions.
However, this right can only be exercised in fairness
and good faith if such a delegation is prepared to listen
to, and objectively to examine, our views.

Affairs, Mr. Pineau, mentioned three .conditions for
the effectiveness of any plan of assistance to the less
developed countries, and, because of their clarity and
logic, I should like to quote them. The three conditions
laid down by Mr. Pineau were: first, acceptance of the
principle of interdependence between nations; secondly,
scrupulous respect for one's commitments; and thirdly,
maintenance of order in the countries benefiting from
the plan.
120. These conditions, without which no effective aid
is practicable, are no doctrinaire counsels of perfection
invented by a theorist; they are the result of practical
experience; and their disregard, as several instances
in the past have proved, renders effective aid impossible.
121. I am thinking in particular of Indonesia, a coun
try which has repeatedly stressed its great and urgent
needs. Yet that same country has, especially in its
relations with the Netherlands, acted in a manner
contrary to the conditions just mentioned.
122. Indonesia, earlier this year, unilaterally tore
up all the agreements signed with my country at the
Round Table Conference at The Hague in 1949, agree
ments entered into under the auspices of the United
Nations and sanctioned by the United Nations Com
mission for Indonesia; it has, further, repudiated its
debts to the Netherlands, the amount of which was
fixed in consultation with the United Nations and freely
agreed to; finally, it has subjected a number of Nether
lands nationals to persecution by trumped-up lawsuits
and maltreatment and torture by the police.
123. The subjects I have mentioned thus far are all
related to essential purposes of the United Nations:
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
development of dependent territories to free nations,
and creation of economic and social conditions in ac
cordance with the requirements of human dignity. Still,
there is another matter which surpasses them in im
portance, namely, the fundamental function for which
the United Nations was created: the upholding of
justice and the preservation of peace.
124. Before commenting on the political problems
requiring our attention during the present session, I
wish first of all to testify in behalf of the Netherlands
people to their deep-rooted desire for peace. This im
plies that the Netherlands people still pin their hope
on the United Nations as the best instrument for work
ing out' just solutions and effective guarantees for
peace.
125. The question seems justified whether the United
Nations fulfils these hopes. During the last two weeks
I have listened to a number of eloquent speeches ex
pressing the opinion that the present crisis has con
siderably increased the prestige of the Organization.
Whether this is true in my opinion cannot yet be
assessed. An answer can only be given in the light of
future developments, proving that the United Nations
has indeed strengthened international security in con
formity with the purposes of the Charter.
126. I must confess that at this moment I do not
feel that, objectively speaking, we have much reason
to be too optimistic. The Charter is surely an instru
ment of international law, but it is at the Same time
the expression of an attitude of mind. Those who
during many years have denied the essential value of
the Charter have lost the right to invoke it and to use
it .1S a sort of juke-box to be put in motion by inserting
a nickel in the slot. One cannot invoke the Charter
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133. The Netherlands has signed the Charter of the
United Nations and is determined to abide by it. We
understand and we endorse the contents of Chapter XI
of the Charter and, consequently, we are fully aware
of our obligations. We know that we are acting in
accordance with the' letter and the spirit of this chapter
with regard to the territory of Netherlands New Guinea
and its inhabitants. We shall continue to do so.
134. Finally, a word about our membership of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, My country at
taches such great value to its membership of that
organization because we realize that it is essential to
the preservation of our freedom. Self-defence must
always be founded on the idea that there is something
which deserves to be fought for. The defensive nature
of NATO, within the purposes of the Charter, is un
impeachable for every unbiased observer. The fact that
not only Communist countries, but sometimes even so
called non-committed nations, call NATO an instru
ment of aggression is yet another example of negation
of facts. We shall, howeve-, continue our NATO policy,
and we shall likewise contince, in the Council of Europe,
in the Western European Union, and in our increas
ingly strong Benelux partnership, to follow a p.olicy
aimed at strengthening the Charter.
135. In ending my statement, I wish to stress once
again, on behalf of the Netherlands people, our faith
that the United Nations will overcome the difficulties
of the present and that, by the exercise of wisdom,
objectivity and strength, it will proceed towards the
realization of its lofty aims and thereby become the
effective means for the preservation of peace with
justice.
136. Above all, however, we are convinced that, for
the fulfilment of this purpose, we shall need the help
of Almighty God.
137. Mr. POPOVIC (Yugoslavia) (translated from
French) : I should like to begin by associating myself
with those representatives who have already congratu
lated Prince Wan Waithayakon on h' ~lection to the
office of President of the General Assembly.
138. We are clearly passing through af crisis in inter
national relations, due chiefly to events in the Middle
East and Hungary. This crisis has occurred following
a period in which international relations had taken a
turn for the better, and we had accordingly been led
to view the future development of those relations with
greater hope and optimism. A possible end to the
"cold war" appeared to be in sifght.
139. A series of encouraging developments had taken
place in a relatively brief space of time. Hostilities had
come to an end in Korea and Indo-China, The Austrian
question had been settled. The Bandung Conference
had consolidated peace in a part of the world as im
portant as it is large. The Geneva Conference of Heads
of State had demonstrated the possibility of a rap
prochement and practical co-operation among the great
Powers. Yugoslavia's relations with the Soviet Union
and with other Eastern European countries had returned
to normal and were continuing to improve.
140. These were among the most striking signs of a
favourable trend which, at that time, was becoming
increasingly apparent. They actually reflected the grow
ing interdependence and community of interests of the
present-day world in every sphere of. activity, as well
as a growing awareness of this interdependence. The
other, more general, signs of this trend were the
gradual lowering of the economic and political barriers

dividing the world, the accession of a growing number
of peoples and countries to national independence and
the increasing influence exerted by those peoples and
countries on world events.
141. Consequently, my delegation, like many others,
was last year able to note the existence of conditions
conducive not only to peaceful coexistence, but also to
the conversion of such coexistence into active and con
structive co-operation among States with different po
litical, economic and social systems. This justified the
hope that we could gradually resolve other outstanding
problems and thus bring about an increasing reduction
in world tension.
142. While noting that tensions had eased and inter
national relations had improved, and while ~Cting every
thing within its power to contribute to those develop
ments, the Yugoslav Government, like others, was fully
aware of the instability of the world situation. At
that time, it emphasized that the mere realization of
the fact that a general conflict would be tantamount to
collective suicide was not in itself a guarantee of or
a basis for lasting peace. My Government had also,
on many occasions, stressed the fact that any balance
based upon the division of the world into heavily armed
blocs would be extremely precarious.
143. Events in the Middle East and Hungary have
shown how precarious that balance is. I do not propose
to review these events, with respect to which my Gov
ernment's position is well known. It was restated force
fully by President Tito in his speech of 11 November
1956. I should prefer instead to interpret them and to
draw the appropriate political conclusions.
144. While there has been a crisis in international
relations, it should be borne in mind that there has been
a no less acute crisis in the policies which have given ,
rise to renewed tension. If it is realized that we are
'Passing through a period of transition, hence of re
adjustment and readaptation, it will be seen that, despite
all that has occurred, this is a favourable development.
145. It would, of course, be wrong automatically to
equate the events that have taken place in the Middle
East with those which have taken place in Hungary.
It seems to me, however, that the same lesson may be
drawn from. both.
146. Varicus arbitrary explanations of these events
have been given, particularly by the parties directly
concerned. But let us make no mistake. The truth
regarding the scope and meaning of these events, as
well as the responsibilities involved, could not be
suppressed. It has become common knowledge.
147. Let us take the question of the aggression against
Egypt. The representatives of certain States, and par
ticularly of those directly responsible for the aggression,
have attempted in vain to justify their action. None of
the series of contradictory explanations has succeeded
in convincing us. And for good reason.
148. For instance, we were asked to believe that the
invasion of Egypt was necessary in order to prevent
a general conflagration, which was alleged to be im
minent. We all know very well that the contrary is true,
that it was ,the war in Egypt which had jeopardized
world peace.
149. The other arguments no less surprising or spuri
ous, concerns the alleged difference. in the proposed
treatment of the "democracies," on the one hand, and
the "dictatorships" on the other. In urging the need
for equal treatment, this argument at least has the merit
of acknowledging some resemblance between the mis-

deeds
make
deign
ing fe
ment
distin
less 1
mitte(, .
regim
150.
relatir
force
to se
arrog
and «
the gl
and VI
which
previc
151.
lems (
figure
to the
in dUI

ever,
the 11
forces
inGei
be COt

Egypt
cessro
than
Egypt
severe
152.
the SCl

pernic
and t
These
meeti1
Tunis:
and n
Yugm
popub
wishet
to dis]
the pr
two p
153.
passed
the A
of the
as Cy
finally
was c
the 011
having
policy
154.
tions 1
ernme
howev
restore
may b
nation:
social
155.
foreigr
advant

J



aLl. .i,PI psa $$ !U, t2 iI ca bltt ikJ L iliill I iL.i$LJ., iI Xi! t. "hAU, ;g .... i! .LW ha £i tU ! nU'LnTYiitir '.

-
number
ace and
Ies and

others,
nditions
also to
nd con
'ent po
fied the
tanding
iduction

d inter
~ every
levelop
'as fully
ion, At
ition of
iount to
e of or
id also,
balance
rarmed

ry have
propose
lY Gov
d force
ivember
. and to

national
ias been
re given ,
we are

~ of re
, despite
pment.
cally to
Middle

.ungary.
may be

~ events
directly
le truth
ents, as
not be

•..
. against
md par
~ression,

None of
icceeded

that the
prevent
be im

, is true,
oardized

.
Ir spur1"
lroposed
md, and
he need
be merit
:he mis-

deeds it seeks to compare. Secondly, this argument
makes much of the fact that the parties' concerned
deigned to consent to a cease-fire. However, the invad
ing forces are still on Egyptian soil. Thirdly, this argu
ment clearly reveals the arbitrary nature of such
distinctions, because aggression cannot be regarded as
less reprehensible simply because it has been com
mitted by one or more countries with a "democratic
regime".
150. The conclusion to be drawn is that international
relations cannot be truly democratic w.less the use of
force is excluded. It is therefore particularly alarming
to see certain ruling circles in these same countries
arrogating to themselves the right to impose conditions
and endeavouring unreasonably further to aggravate
the general situation by the use of ideological slogans
and watchwords designed tobolster their own position,
which has been seriously weakened. by their own
previous ill-considered actions.
151. With respect to the so-called long-term prob
Iems of the Middle East, we cannot but admit that they
figure prominently among the causes which have led
to the present crasis. We are also aware that we must,
in due course, set about solving them. It would, how
ever, be quite intolerable if advantage were taken of
the presence on Egyptian soil of' foreign invasion
forces-whose withdrawal has repeatedly been urged
in General Assembly resolutions which must eventually
be complied with-in order to exert pressure upon the
Egyptian Government with a view to obtaining con
cessions from it. Today, it would be more intolerable
than ever to take any action which might prevent
Egypt, the victim of aggression, from exercising its full
sovereignty.
152. The problems of Algeria and Cyprus belong to
the same category. Here, too, we are faced with the
pernicious consequences of the "survival of colonialism"
and the "desire of certain Powers for domination".
These have been denounced from this rostrum [590th
meeting] by Mr. Bourguiba, the representative of the
Tunisian Government, who is probably better qualified
and more competent to do so than anyone else. The
Yugoslav Government supported the demands of the
populations concerned, in principle, but, as it also
'wished to adopt a realistic approach, it endeavoured
to display the utmost moderation to avoid jeopardizing
the prospect of an agreement freely entered into by the
two parties concerned.
153. However, we feel today that that stage has been
passed. Such an agreement is being prevented not by
the Algerians or the Cypriots, but by the opposition
of the Governments of the old colonial Powers. So far
as Cyprus is concerned, the e"y~nts. in Egy;>t h~ve
finally demolished one of the British arguments which
was considered by many to be the most compelling,
the one based on strategic considerations, those events
having raised the basic question of the interests and the
policy served by the strategy in question.
154. Nor has anyone been convinced by the explana
tions put forward in the case of Hungary by the Gov
ernments directly concerned. We continue to hope,
however, that calm and normal conditions will soon be
restored in that country, so that the Hungarian people
may be able to realize their legitimate desire for full
national independence and the democratization of their
social and political life.
155. On the other hand, it is essential that certain
foreign . political circles should refrain from taking
advant:tge of the present difficulties of the Hungarian
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169. Let us consider the problem of disarmament.
Following a period marked by a substantial reconeilla..
tion of conflicting views, we appear to have reached
another deadlock. In thi$ connexion, I should like to
make two observations.
170. First, my Government maintains the specific
proposals it made in the Disarmament Commission
[DC/92] providing for certain initial measures with
respect to both conventional and nuclear weapons,
together with the necessary system of control.
171. Secondly, the Government of the USSR has just
made a new proposal [A/3366]. We urge that this pr-o
posal should be studied with the attention it deserves.
We note with satisfaction that the United States rep
resentative has also drawn attention to some of its
favourable aspects.

172. In view of the' importance of the matter, I should
like to emphasize my view tht:lt proposals of such im
portance. should not be labelled as propaganda .even
before they have been considered. In order to achieve
favourable results, we must agree to move from the
abstract to the concrete, in other words, from the plan
to its execution, from intention to action. Any specific
solution proposed may present certain advantages or
disadvantages for one of the parties concerned. In that
case, other proposals-equally specific and detailed
should be made. However, we must recognize that we
cannot continue indefinitely to appraise any specific
plan for gradual disarmament in terms of the advan
tages we should like to obtain from the over-all balance
of armed forces it would establish.
173. In other words, any plan, from whatever quarter
it may emanate, must be judged in terms of its effect
upon the strengthening of peace and not in terms of
an inevitable war. We must remember, in this con
pexion, how at different times during a particular
period each of the two large blocs considered the settle
ment of the Austrian problem a strategic defeat.

174. Among the urgent problems before us, I should
like also to mention the removal of economic barriers
and the increase of international trade, the development
of under-developed countries, the project known as
the Special United Nations Fund for Economic Devel
opment, the International Atomic Energy Agency
dealing with the peaceful uses of atomic energy, and
the question of the universality of our Organization.
175. With regard to all these problems, my Govern
ment firmly adheres to the views it has expressed on
many occasions. In the case of SUNFED, it was glad
to note the favourable attitude taken a few days ago
by the Soviet Union, one of the largest potential con
tributors. We hope that the United States will also
take a favourable decision on -this matter in the near
future, Indeed, it is only through large-scale interna
tional co-operation under United Nations auspices that
this problem of such vital importance to world peace
can be solved.
176. Before concluding, I should like to emphasize
that the United Nations has emerged from its recent
ordeals with added stature and authority. It has become
evident that where major international problems are
involved the United Nations can no longer be dis
regarded, nor the principles of the Charter ignored. I
wish to refer particularly to the active and most
valuable role that Mr. Hammarskjold, the Secretary
General, has played throughout, and even long before,
the present crisis.

no coincidence that the military alliances upon which
the policy of blocs is based.. are undergoing a serious
internal crisis. This crisis is solely due to the fact that
the alliances' and the policy are no longer adequate to
cope with international problems.
164. In this new situation, the theory has been put
forward that recourse to force in localized actions was
feasible inasmuch as the threat of a general war was
receding. We·have seen that it is precisely such his
torically and politically unsound theories that have led
to the present crisis and to renewed tension in interna
tional relations. The aggression against Egypt is an
example as tragic as it is instructive. It has already
been recognized in this connexion that, apart from the
fate of the military action, the intervention was,
politically, a complete failure.
165. From what I have just said, it is clear that I do
not share the view of those who contend that the
present crisis in international relations has vitiated the
policy of coexistence. I believe that the contrary is true.
166. The main factors responsible for the favourable
trend in international developments continue to oper
ate. The fact that we have had a closer look at the
face of a nuclear war does not make it any less terri
fying. The general tendency towards greater inter
dependence and co-operation among all parts of the
world, as well as the yearning of mankind for peace
and security, have not weakened but, on the contrary,
grown stronger. Neither the feasibility nor the neces
sity of coexistence and co-operation has been dimin
ished. On the contrary, it is more than ever obvious
today that they represent our only alternative to war.
In the final analysis, it is our responsibility to ensure
that this alternative is adopted.
1670 We know that we are not alone in this view.
Mr. Hoover, the United States representative, made
the following statement from this rostrum a few
days ago:

"Our goal must be a world in which nations and
peoples can live side by side, whatever their internal
political, economic and social systems, without fear
and with real hope for self-fulfilment:" [581st meet
ing, para. 99.]

Mr. Shepilov, the Soviet Union representative, after
rightly criticizing the theory of a balance of power
among the great Powers armed to the teeth, empha
sized that:

"What we need . . . is no temporary patching up
of the edifice of peace, but a fundamental solution of
the problems that agitate mankind." [S89th meeting,
para. 97.] .

Many other representatives have expressed similar
views.
168. I may be told, of course, that words are not
always borne out by deeds. But I also know that state
ments are binding, and that the greater the number
of explicit statements, the harder it is to repudiate them.
We realize that the great Powers will not readily give
up the positions and privileges they hold in spite of
the fact that the general course of development calls
for such action. But we also know that, although they
may only pay lip-service to the spirit and exigencies
c£ the time, they' little by little comply with its dictates
in practice also. This does not mean that the other
specific problems with which we were faced before the
present crisis have been relegated to the background.
Far.from it.
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morning by the French Government. The text of the
communique is as follows:

"The French Government did not deem it neces
sary to refute the article published yesterday in the
British newspaper, the Daily Herald, according to
which a French tank regiment had recently been
landed at Port Said for the purpose of reinforcing
the Allied military forces. The report was purely a
figment of the imagination."

181. The General Assembly will certainly deplore the
fact that the Egyptian representative apparently gave
credence to a report of this kind at the risk of gravely
misleading the Assembly. Such a procedure can only
jeopardize the peaceful settlement which must be found
in the Middle East.
182. Not only has there been no further landing of
French forces at Port Said, but I am authorized to state
that, following the arrival of the Norwegian detachment
of the international Force, the French Command with
drew a company of infantry and a naval commando
unit from Port Said and is preparing to withdraw an
other unit after the arrival of the Yugoslav detachment.

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.

599111 meetin....-28 November 1956

Printed inU.S.A.

177. The principles I have just outlined will guide
my delegation in its consideration of the items on the
agenda of the eleventh session of the General Assembly.
These principles are also at the root of our whole
foreign policy, which is. entirely aimed at safeguarding
peace ~nd strengthen~ng international security and eo
operation on the basis of the independence and sov
ereign equality of all States, in conformity with the
purposes and Principles of the United Nations Charter.

Statement by the representative oJ France
178. Mr. BROUSTRA(France) (translated from
French) : Mr. Fawzi, the Egyptian Foreign Minister,
referred from this rostrum yesterday [597th meeting]
to Press reports that French tanks had recently been
landed at Port Said. As his sources '£01' this information,
Mr. Fawzi mentioned in particular the United Press
and a British newspaper, the Daily H erald,
179. Mr. Krishna Menon then asked the Security
Council immediately to get in touch with the French
Government to obtain confirmation or denial of these
reports.
180. I am very happy to be able to read to this
Assembly the communique on the subject issued this
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