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Tlie comments received from the Government of Nor;ra.y are as follows: 

NORWAlT 

/Ori g i n a l : English/ 

She p r i n c i p l e of freedom of r e l i g i o n i s embodied i n Section 2 of the 
NorvTegian Const!tiition, •which reads as follows: " A l l inhabitants of the Realm 
•have the r i g h t to freedom of r e l i g i o n . " 

' I t follows from the travaux pr^paratoires that the said provision protects 
equally the r i g h t to adhere to any r e l i g i o n and the r i g h t t o maintain any non-
re.ligious b e l i e f . Noivegian l e g i s l a t i o n i s therefore f i x l l y i n accordance wi t h 
a r t i c l e 1 of the draf-fc declaration on the e.limlnatiou of a l l forms of religious 
intolerance. 

However, f o r h i s t o r i c a l reasons, the Lutheran r e l i g i o n i s , as l a i d down by 
the Constitution, the o f f i c i a l r e l i g i o n of Nort^ray. The Constitution accordingly 
contains provisions to the e f f e c t that the King and more than h a l f the members of 
the Cabinet must adhere to the Lutheran f a i t h . The priests and bishops of the 
Lutheran Charch az-e appointed and sa3.aried by the State. Furthermore, the 
elementary and high schools are coT^fessiocal and i t i s therefore required that 
o f f i c i a l s who are responsible f o r the i n s t r u c t i o n of r e l i g i o n must belong to the 
State Church. The Norwegian; Government would f i i r o l y under].in3, however, that the 
existence of a State Church and confessional schools does not i n any way c o n f l i c t 
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