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Note by the Secretary-General 

1. The f o l l o w i n g communication concerning r e s o l u t i o n 6(]CVIl) of the Commission 
on Human Rights on a Freedom from Prejudice and D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Year and Day has 
been received from the i ' i i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s and Foreign Trade of the 
Republic of the Congo ( L e o p o l d v i l l e ) . 

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (LEOPOLDVILLE) 

"The idea of observing a Freedom from Prejudice and D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Year i s 
f u l l y approved, as i s also the proposal t h e r e a f t e r to observe a day f o r t h a t purpose 
every year. 

The term " d i s c r i m i n a t i o n " should be construed i n the widest possible sense, 
i f i t i s to get as close to the t r u t h as p o s s i b l e . For a s o c i o l o g i s t , i n f a c t , 
r-acial d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , as found between d i f f e r e n t races or two d i f f e r e n t peoples, 
i s not s t r i c t l j r si>eaiting the only form of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Prejudices e x i s t also 
between s o c i a l groups or classes w i t h i n one n a t i o n . Years of strenuous e f f o r t 
w i l l t h e r e f o r e be re q u i r e d t o eradicate these p r e j u d i c e s . 

For the colonized peoples, the observejice of a Freedom from Prejudice and 
Biscriraina,tion Year c o n s t i t u t e s an importaiit psychological argument i n favour of 
the general movement towards l i b e r a t i o n from the c o l o n i a l yoke. L c a r e f u l 
exejnination of the f a c t s v r i l l soon show t h a t r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , based on a 
great many p r e j u d i c e s , i s undoubtedly a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e of the c o l o n i a l 
system. The Freedom from D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Year w i l l also have' the e f f e c t of 
hastening the achievement of independence by countries s t i l l l i v i n g under the 
colonieJ yoke. 
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The M i n i s t r y i s of the opinion t h a t 1962 might hp chosen as, the Freedom from 
Prejudice and D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Year, having regard to the strenuous e f f o r t s now being 
made by some co u n t r i e s t o a t t a i n independence. I f the date i s too f a r d i s t a n t , the 
desired r e s u l t s are not l i k e l y t o be obtained. 

I n ordKr t o achieve some u n i f o r m i t y i n the ideas t o be developed and i n 
i n f o r m a t i o n media, the i v i i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s and Foreign Trade suggests t h a t 
the general subjects t o be d e a l t w i t h i n l e a f l e t s , f i l m s , r a dio programmes and 
educational t a l k s should be studied ajid disseminated by the United Nations 
Economic and S o c i a l Coxmcil. As regards educational f i l m s , i t would be d e s i r a b l e 
f o r the United Nations to produce some f o r Member States." 


