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HUNDRED AND SEVENTY·SEVENTH
PLENARY MEETING

Held at the Palais de Chaillo( Pan·s,
on Wednesday, 8 December 1948, at 9 p.m.
President: Mr. H. V. EVATT (Australia).

109. Continuation of the discussion on
the admissi.....n of new Members t
report of the ad hoc Political
CoC!.mittee (A/761)

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY AUSTRALIA, BURMA, INDIA,
PAKISTAN AND THE PHILIPPINES TO DRAFT RESOLUTION
PROPOSED BY THE AD IlOC POLITICU COMMITTEE
(A/771 )

Mr. Gordon WALKER (United Kingdom), refer
ing to certain remarks made at the preceding.
meeting by the representative of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, stated that while sym
pathizing with the underlying motives of the
Argentine proposal, which had been withdrawn
in the ad loo Political Committee, he agreed with
Mr. Vyshinsky that the proposal was incompa
tible with the terms of the Charter. The fact
that most of the speakers in the ad hoc Political
Committee had opposed the proposal refuted the
USSR representative's implication that the draft
resolution represented an Anglo-American plot
to destroy the unanimity principle.

With reference to draft resolution A, originally
proposed by Sweden, Mr. Gordon Walker stated
that his delegation had been in some difficulty
on that point; while agreeing with the part of
the draft resolution which called upon the
Security Council to reconsider all applications for
admission to membership, the United Kingdom
delegation objected to the use of the 'lew tech
nical-sounding expression cc universality", the
exact meaning of which was not precise. It
would have been better if the text had stated
cc according to the terms of the Charter", if that
was the imf!ication of the word cc universality".
In view 0 those C1>nsiderations, the United
Kingdom delegation would abstain from voting
on the draft resolution and wished to repeat that
it would not US,!) its privileged vote in the Security
Council in order to block a majority vote in favour
of any application for membership.

Replying to a question that had been raised
by the representative of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Mr. Gordon Walker stated
that his delegation would vote for those countries
which, in its view, were qualified under Article 4
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CENT.SOIXANTE..r":tX-SEPTIEME
SEANCE PLEmRE

Tenus au Palais de Chaillot, Paris,
le mercredi 8 decembre 1948, a21 heurel.
PreBident : M. H. V. EVATT (Australie).

109. Suite de l'examen de l'adm.ission
de nouveaux Membres: rapport
de la Commission politique spe
ciale (A/761)

AMENDEMENTS PRoPosEs PAR L'AUSTRALIE, LA BIRMANIE,
L'INDE, LE PAKISTAN ET LES PHILlPPI~EB AU PRO.TET
DE RESOLUTION PRESENTE PAR LA COMMISSION ....QLI
TIQUE SPECIALB (A/7?!)

M. Gordon WALKER (Royaume-Uni), rappelant
certaines observations faites au cours de la
seance precedente par le representant de l'Union
des Republiques socialistes sovietiques declare
que, tout en approuvant les motifs qui ont ins
pire la proposition de l'Argentine' qui a ete
retiree durant les debats de la Commission poll
tique speciale, il est d'accord avee M. Vychinsky
sur le fait que cette resolution est contraire aux
dispositions ae la Charte. Le fait que devant la
Commission politique speciale la plupart des
orateurs se sont prononces contre cette propo
sition fait justice des insinuations de M. Vychin
skr qui voit dans ce projet de resolution un
complot anglo-americain visant a detruire le
principe de I'unanimite.

En ce qui concerne le projet de resolution A,
propose ai'origine par la Suede, M. Gordon
Walker declare que la delegation du Royaume
Uni s'est heurtee aune difficulte sur ce point;
tout en approuvant la partie du projet de resolu
tion qui invite le Conseil de securite aexamineranouveau toutes les demandes d'admission, la
delegation du Royaume-Uni s'oppose al'utilisa
tion du mot : cc universalite" - nouvelle expres...
sion pseudo-technique dont le sens n'est pal;
tres precis. Il edt mieux valu utiliser dans le
texte l'expression : ttseIon les dispositions de
la Charte", si tel est le sens du mot : cc univer
salite". En consequence, la delegation du
Royaume-Uni s'abstiendra de voter sur le projet
de resolution et tient arepeter qu'elle n'utilisera
pas le privilege du veto au Conseil ne securiM
pour faire obstruction a une majorite qui se
prononcerait en faveur de la demande d'admis
sion d'un pays quelconque.

En reponse aune question posee par le repre
sentant de la Repuhlique socialiste sovietiq:ue
d'Ukraine, M. Gordon Walker declare que sa
delegation votera en ff\veur des pays qu'elle juge
aptes, aux termes de I'Artiele 4, a ~tre a.:mis a
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TheUSSR delegation had stated th~t it did not
oppose the admission of Ceylon to member ship
in the United) Nations, hut that it wanted more

Referring to the explanation given by the
representative of Poland with regard to his vote
on that application, Mr. Gordon Walker noted
that representative, who had been the co-author
of the Burma e.mendment, had abstained, without
Rny further explanation, from voting on that
proposal in the ad hoc Political Committee. In
fact, he had announced recently that he would even
Yote against the amendment.
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for memhers.wp in the United Nations. There l'Organisation des Nations Unies. On a beaucoup
had heen much talk about the word «discrimina- parte de «discrimination". Ce mot pluMt deplai-
tion», a rather ugly term used hy certain delega- sant est utilise par certaines delegations pour
tions to describe an application of the Charter qualifier l'application de la Charte quand cette
when it was contrary to their desires. Article 4 application est contraire aleurs desirs. En fait,
of the Charter, hy laying down certain conditions l'Article 4 de la Charte, enonQant certaines con-
for admission, did, in fact, provide for discrimina- ditions d'admission, fait une discrimination entre
ton hetween the countries which were entitled les pays qui peuvent ~tre admis aI'Organisation
to he admitted to the United Nations and those des Na~ions Unies et ceux qui ne le peuvent pas.
which were not. Consequently, it would he En consequence, il vaudrait mieux eviter d'uti-
better if that word, as well as the expression liser ce mot ainsi que l'expression «universalite»
«universality», were kept out of the discussions dans les discussions au sein de I'Organisation
of the United Nations. des Nations Unies.

The United Kingdom delegation had opposed La delegation du Royaume-Uni s'est opposee
the admission of certain States, not hy the use al'admission de certains Etats, non pas en uti-
of the veto in the Security Council, hut by voting lisant son droit de veto au Conseil de securjt~

in the General Assembly and the Committees mais en votant contre eux al'Assemblee generale
against those countries. There wa~ no need to et dans les Commissions. Il n'est paB necessaire
go over the lengthy arguments on that subject, de revenir sur les longues declarations faites a
nor to discuss his country's interpretation of the ce sujet, ni de discuter l'interpretation que son
clear and simple meaning of the text of the pays donne au texte clair et simple des Accords
Potsdam Agreement and the Peace Treaties. de Potsdam et des traites de Paix.

l11ith regard to the USSR representative's view Quant aux vues du representant de l'URSS
of the position of the United Kingdom and sur la position adopte,e par les delegations du
United States delegations concerning; the appli- Royaume-Uni et des Etats-Un~:" au sujet de la
cation of tLe Mongolian People's Republic, he demande d'admission de la Republique popu-
wished to point to a somewhat alarming analogy laire de Mongolie, M. Gordon Walker tient a
between that country and Tannu Tuva. Both faire remarquer l'analogie assez inquietante qui
countries had been set up at the same time and existe entre ce pays et Tannu-Tuva. Ces deux
with identical status. In 1945, howel,er, Tannu pays ont ete crees au m~me moment et avaient
Tuva had disappeared as an independent entity le, m~me statuto Mais en 1945, Tannu-1'uva a
and had become a mere province of the Russian disparu en tant qu'entite ind~pendante, et est
SociaJ;st Federal Soviet Republic. That occur- devenue une simple province de la Repuhlique
ranee justified the question whether the same socialiste federative sovietique russe. Aussi peut-
might not happen to Mongolia, which had the on se demander si la m~me chose nE. pourrait
same status as had once been possessed by arriver ala Mongolie qui jouit du m~me statut
Tannu Tuva. que celui jadis possede par Tannu-Tuva.

The United Kingdom delegation would sup- La delegation du Royaume-Uni appuiera les
port the si:t.. draft resolutions on the question six projets de r~solutions relatifs a la question
of admission of neW Members, as also the amend- de l'admissio:n de nouveaux Membres, ainsi
ment of the representative of Burma. With que l'amende;ment du representant de la Bir-
regard to the application of Ceylon, which was manie. En ce qui concerne la deml.,~de d'admis-
a new case not previously examined by the sion de Ceylan que I'AssembMe generale examine
General Assembly, he noted that no representa- pour la premiere fois, M. Gordon Walker fait
tive had ~hanenged the sovereignty and inde- remarquer qu'aucun representant n'a eX}Jrime
penden..ee of that country. de doute sur la souverainete et l'indapendance

de ce pays.
Quant aux explications donnees par le repre

sentant de la Pologne sur son vote au sujet de
cette demande d'admission, M. Gordon Walker
fait observer que ce representant, qui a ete le
co-auteur de l'amendement de la Birmanie, s'est
abstenu de votBr sur cette proposition tm sein de
la Commission politique speciale, sans fournir
d'autres explications. Au surplus, ~e representa~t

de la Pologne a annonce dernlerement qu II
votera;'t, contre cet amendement.

La delegation de l'URSS a d~clare qu'elle
ne s'oppose pas al'admission de Ceylan al'Or
ganisation des Nations Unies, mais qu'elle desire
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avoir des renseignements compIementaires sur
l'independance et la souverainete de cet Etat•
M. Gordon Walker espere que la correspondance
echangee entre M. Vychinsky et Sir Oliver
Ernest Goonetilleke, Haut-Commissaire de CeylanaLondres et representant de ca pays aParis, a
donne toute satisfactionala delegation de l'URSS.
Les informations presentees a la Commission
politique speciale ont nettement demontre l'in
dependance de Ceylan, clairement proclam~e au
cours de la reunion des Premiers Ministre et
des representants du Commonwealth aLondres.
A ceux qui se demandent encore s'ils doivent
voter ou non en faveur de l'admission de Ceylana I'Organisation des Nations-Unies, M. Gordon
Walker aimerait poser la question suivante :
en quoi Ceylan n'a-t-elle pas la souverainete
nationale f Si cet Etat jouit d'UIle souverainete
complete, les Membres de l'Organisation des
Nations Unies se doivent de voter en faveur de
I'admission de ce pays.

Aussi M. Gordon Walker desire-t-il s'associer
aux representants de la Birmanie, des Philip
pines, de I'Iran, des Pays-Bas, de l'Australie,
de I'Inde, du Siam, de la Chine et du Pakistan,
qui ont instamment demande a I'Assemhloo
generale de voter en faveur de l'admission de
Ceylan. n ernet le voou qu'il soit possible d'ahou
tir aune decision unanime sur cette question..

M. CHYLE (Tchecoslovaquie) declare que son
pays s'oppose aux prop'ositions de I'Australie,
de la Belgique et des Etats-Unis, qui font une
discrimination entre les demandes d'admissiona l'Organisation des Nations Unies. Ces pays
sont hostiles aux demandes des republiques
d~mocratiques populaires, qui presel1tent toutes
les conditions requises pour devenir Memhres
des Nations Unier3.

En votant contre la proposition, la deMgation
tch~coslovaque n'adopte pas une attitude hostilea regard de Ceylan, qui, eUe l'espere, sera
prochainement admise comme Membre des
Nations Unies, mais ene manifeste qu'elle
desapprouve une proc~dure irreguIiere et ille
gale qui porte atteinte a l'autorite du Conseil
de securite. Ainsi que l'a indique le repr~sentant
de rURSS, la question de l'admission comme
Membre des Nations Unies est une question
juridique fondamentale a laquelle ne saurait
s'appliquer i'adage : do ut de,. La q.uestion ne
presente aucUlle ambiguite, et les Membres des
Nations Unies doivent, ou respecter la Charte,
ou la braver ouvertement.

En conclusion, M. Chyle declare que sa dele
gation a deja precise son attitude en votant pour
le projet de resolution de la Suede.

Le P.RESIDENT annonce que la discussion est
close, et demande aI'Assemblee de voter sur les
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information regarding that country's independ
ence and stateliood. He hoped that the corres
pondence between Mr. Vyshinsky and Sir Oliver
Ernest Goonetilleke, the High Commissioner for
Ceylon in London and representative of that
country in Paris, had satisfied the USSR delega
tion. The information produced in the ad hoc
Political Committee had fully shown the inde
pendence of Ceylon, as had been made clear in
a declaration adopted at the meeting of the
Prime Ministers and representatives of the
Commonwealth in London. To those who still
doubted whether they should vote for tht:- admis
sion of Ceylon to the United Nations, Mr. Gordon
Walker would like to put the following question:
in what respect did Ceylon lack sovereignty? If
it did n!)t lack sovereignty in any respect, the
Members of the United Nations were in duty
bound to vote for that country's admission to
membership.

He therefore wished to associate himself with
the representatives of Burma, the Philippines,
Iran, the Netherlands, Australia, India, Siam,
China and Pakistan, who had urged the General
Assembly to vote in favour of eeylon. He hoped
that a unanimous decision on the matter would
he possible.

Mr. CII1'LE (Czechoslovakia) stated that his
country opposed the Australian, Belgian and
United States proposals, which represented an
attitude of discrimination with regard to the
applications for membership in the United Na
tions; that attitude was directed against the
applications of the popular democratic republics,
which were fully qualified for membership.

In casting a negative vote, his delegation was
not adopting a position hostile to Ceylon, which,
it hoped, would soon be admitted to the United
Nations, but was manifesting its disapproval of
the improper 'lnd illegal procedure aimed against
the authority of the Security Council. As the
USSR representative had indicated, it was a hasic,
legal question which could not he decided in the
sense of do ut des. The case was dear, and the
Members of the United Nations should either
respect the Charter, or defy it openly.

In conclusion, Mr. Chyle stated that his dele-
gation had already made its position clear by
voting for the Swedish draft resolution.

The PRBSIDENT pronounced the discussion clos
ed and called upon the Assembly to vote upon
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the resolutions proposed by the ad hoc Political
Committee.

RESOLUTIONS A AND B

Resolution A concerning the advisory opinion of
the International Court of Justice was adopted by
32 votes to 10, with 2 abstentions.

Resolution B asking the Security Couaeil to
reconsider certain applications for membership, 11,as
adopted by 33 votes to none with 10 abstentz·ons.

RESOLUTION C

The PRESIDENT explained that the Belgian dele
gation, which had originally proposed draft reso
lution C, relating to the applications of Italy and
Finland, had stated, in a letter addressed to the
Secretary-General, that in view of the subsequent
resolutio's dealing with the matter, it would
withdraw its draft resolution if the Assembly
accepted that pr?cedure.

.Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union ot Soviet Socialist Repub
lics), while making it clear that his delegation
would not be able to support that or any other
resolution on. the matter, pointed out that a
resolution, once adopted by the Committee and
submitted to the General Assembly for its consid
era~ion, could not be withdrawn by its author.

The PRESIDENT agreed with the view of the
USSR representative.

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) explained that, al
though his delegation·had sponsored draft reso
lution C in the ad hoc Political Committee, it
would now have to vote against it, as the resolu
tion was no longer necessary in view of the
Committee's adoption of the Aust:\'alian draft
resolutions dealing with the same· subject.

Resolution C was reJected by 15 votes to 11, with
17 abstentions.

RESOLUTIONS D TO It-

Resolution D concerning the application of Portu
gal was adopted by 39 votes to 6, with 1 abstention.

Resolution E concerning the application of Trans
Jordan was adopted by 40 votes to 6, with 1 absten
tion.

Resolution F concerning the application of Italy
was adopted by 37 votes to 6, with 1 abstention.

8 December 1948

resolutions presentees par la Commission poli
tique speciale.

RESOLUTIONS A ET B

Par 32 voix contre 10, avec 2 abstentions, la
resolution A, relative ti l'avis consultatif de la Cour
internationale de Justice, est adoptee.

Par 33 voix contre zero avec 10 abstentions, la
resolution B, demandant au Conseil de securite
d'examiner ti nouveau certaines demandes d'admissz·on,
est adoptee.

RESOLUTION C.
•

Le PRESIDENT explique que la delegation de la
Belgique, qui a propose le projet de resolution C
relatif aux demandes d'admission de l'Italie
et de la Finlande, a declare, dans une lettre
adressee au Secretaire general, qu'etant donne
les resolutions presentees ulterieurement sur
la m~me question, eUe retirerait sa proposition,
si l'Assemblee } consentait•

M. VYCHINSKY (Union des Republiques socia
Hstes sovietiques) tout en soulignant que sa
delegation ne peut appuyer ni ce projet de reso
lution, ni aucun autre projet de resolution qui
serait presente sur cette question, fait neanmoins
remarquer que, une fois adopte par la Commis
sion et soumis al'examen de l'Assemblee gene
rale, un projet de resolution ne peut ~tre retire
par son auteur.

Le PRESIDENT se range al'avis du representant
de l'URSS.

M. RYCKMANS (Belgique) declare que, si sa
delegation a appuye le projet de resolution C
a la Commission politique speciale, eUe votera
maintenant contre son adoption, car cette reso
lution est desormais inutile puisque la Commis~

sion a adopte les projets de resolutions de
l'Australie qui traitent de la m~me question.

Par 15 voix contre 11, avec 17 abstentions, la
rf:,~olution C est re,jetee.

RESOLUTIONS D A I,

Par 39 voix contre 6, avec une abstention, la
resolution D, relative a la demande d'admission du
Portugal, est adoptee.

Par 40 voix contre 6, avec une abstention, la
resolution E, relative a la demande d'admission de
la TransJordanie, est adoptee.

Par 37 voix contre 6, avec une abstention, la
resolution F, relative ti la demande d'admission de
l'Italie, est adoptee.
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Resolution Gconcerning the application of Finland
was adopted hy 38 votes to 6, wit/~ 1 abstention.
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Resolution H concerning the application of Ireland
was adopted hy 38 votes to 6, with 1 ahstention.

Resolution I concerning the application of Austria
was adopted hy 37 vote.~ to 6, with 2 ahstentions.

RESOLUTION J
The PRESIDENT P9inted out that a ajoint amend

ment to Resolution J concerning Ceylon had been
submitted by the representatives of Australia,
Burma, India, Pakistan and the Philippines
(Aj771 ).

After some discussion on the procedure to be
followed, the PRESIDENT accepted the suggestion
of Mr. VY8HINSKY (Union of Spviet Socialist
Republics) that the three different paragraphs of
the amendment should be put to the vote separ
ately.

The first paragraph of the joint amendment u'as
adopted by 42 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.

The second parOfJraph of the joint amendment was
adopted hy 39 votes to none with 6 abstentions.

The third parOfJraph of the joint amendment was
adopted hy 46 votes to none, with no abstentz"ons.

The PRESIDENT put to the vote draft resolution
J as amended.

At the request of Mr. SHIVA RAo (India), a vote
was taken hy roll-call, as/ollows.

The Dominican Repuhlic, having heen drawn by
lot by the PreS'ident, was called upon to vote first.

In favour : Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethio
pia, France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, India,
Iran, Iraq,. Lehanon, Liberia, Luxembourg,
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Siam, Sweden,
Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom,
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Yemen, Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Bel
gium, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, China,
Colombia, Cuba, Denmark.

Against : Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Yugoslavia, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, Czechoslovakia.

Resolution J, as amended, was adopted by 41
votes to 6.
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Par 38 voix contre 6, avec une abstention, la

resolution G, relative ala r1emande d'admission de
la Finlanrle, est adoptee.

Par 38 voix contre 6, avec une abstention, la
resolution H, relative a la demande d'admission de
I'Irlanrle, est adoptee.

Par 37 voix contre 6, avec 2 abstentions, la reso
lution.1, relative ala r1emande d'admz'ssion de l'Au
triche, est adoptee.

RESOLUTION J
Le PRESIDENT fait observer que les represen

tants de I'Australie, de la Birmanie, de I'Inde,
du Pakistan et des Philippines ont soumis un
amendement commun (A/771) it la resolution J
relative it Ceylan.

Ap!'es une discussion sur la procedure it suivre,
le PRESIDENT accepte la proposition de M. VYCHIN
SKY (Union des Republiques socialistes sovie
tiques) tendant it ce que les trois paragraphes
de l'amendement soient mis aux voix separement.

Par 42 voix contre zero, avec 2 abstentions, k
premier paragraphe de l'amendement commun est
adoptee

Par 39 voix contre zero, avec 6 abstentions, le
deuxibne paragraphe de l'amendement commun est
adoptee

Par 46 voix contre zero, sans abstentions, le
troisieme paragraphe de ['amenr1ement commun elf
adoptB;

Le PRESIDENT met aux voix la resolution J,
ainsi amendee.

A la demande de M. SHIVA RAo (Inde) il est
procede au vote par appel nominal.

L'appel commence par la Republique Domini
caine, dont le nom est tire au sort par le President.

Votent pour: Republique Dominicaine, Egypte,
Ethiopie, France, Greee, Honduras, Islande,
Inde, Iran, Irak, Liban, Liberia, Luxembourg,
Mexique, Pays-Bas, NouveUe-Zelande, Nicaragua,
Norvege, Pakistan, Philippine~, Siam, Suede,
Turquie, Union Sud-Africaine, Royaume-Uni,
Etats-Unis d'Amerique, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Yemen, Mghanistan, Argentine, Australie, Bel
gique, Bresil, Birmanie, Can.ada, Chili, Chine,
Colombie, Cuba, Danemark.

Votent contre : Pologne, RtSpuhliqu~ f.locialiste
sovietique d'Ukraine, Union des Repuhliques
socialistes sovietiques, Yougoslavie, Repuhlique
socialiste sovietique de Bielorussie,. Tchecos
lovaquie.

Par 41 voia: contre 6, la resolution J aimi
amendee est ailoptee.
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M. LANGE (Pologne) expose que la resolution
dont l'Assemblee est saisie a eM adoptee par la
Deuxieme Commission, apres une discussion
prcbngee et approfondie. En demandant que J~

question soit inscrite a l'ordre du jour, la delega
tion polonaise n'ignorait pas que ce probleme
n'est pas nouveau pour I'Organisation des
Nations TInies et qu'elle l'a deja examine nombre
de fois. Neanmoins, la delegation polonaise
estime que I'importance du probleme est telle
que toutes les occasions doivent ~tre saisies pour
le signaler a l'opinion publique. La delegation
polonaise tient a attirer l'attention de I'Assemblee
sur un certain nombre de mesures immediates
qui pourraient utilement contribuer a ameliorer
h~ !Situation actueHe.

~es conditions alimentaires dans le monde
pourraient vite ~tre rendues plus satisfaisantes,
grace a une meiUeure utilisation des moyens de
production existants et a une amelioration des
conditiors de transports, d'emmagasinage et
de repartition. Un progres permanent dans ce
domaine necessitera l'adoption de plans a
longue echeance. Mais on pourrait obtenir deja
de bons resultats avec des mesures a courte
echeance. La resolution v~se principalement ces
dernieres mesures que l'on pourrait appliquer
sans prejudice des programmes a longue echeance
Des mesures immediates doivent. ~tre prises,
pour eviter les pertes resultant du gaspillage et
pour ameliorer les conditions d'emmagasinage,
de commercialisation et de repartition, ou des
goulots d'etranglement se prQduisent frequem
ment.

11 es{ indispensable de prendre des mesures
pour eviter les goulots d'etranglement, tant
dans le domaine de l'agriculture que dans celui
de l'industrie, cette derniere etant probablement,

AMENDEMENTS PROPOSES PAR LE CANADA, LA NouVELLE
ZELANDE, LE ROYAUM:B-UNI ET LES ETATS-UNIS
D'AMERIQUE AU PROIET DE RESOLUTION PRoPosE PAR
LA DEUXIEME COMMISSION (A/7 62/Rev.l)

M. FINN MOE (Norvege), Rapporteur de la
Deuxieme Commission presente le rapport de la
Deuxieme Commission sur la question soulevee
par la delegation polonaise, du gaspillage des
denrees alimentaires dans certains pays (AI? 56).
Il cite le paragraphe 8 de ce document, qui
contient une vue d'ensemble des diverses opi
nions exprimees au sein de la Commission et
donne lecture de la resolution dont la Commis
sion recommande l'adoption a l'Assemblee gene
rale.

8 Deeember 1948

110. La question du gaspillage des den
rees alimentaires dans certains
pays: rapport de la Deuxieme
Commission (Aj756)

---------~

Measures should he taken for the elimination
of bottlenecks both in agriculture and industry,
the latter being probably the more important.
Contrary to the belief held in certain quarters,

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY CANADA, NEW ZEALAND, THE
UNITED KINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE DRAFT RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE SECOND
COMMITTEE (AI? 62/Rev.l)

Mr. FINN MOE (Norway), Rapporteur of the
Second Committee, presented the report of the
Second Committee on the problem of wasting
food in certain countries (AI? 56), an item sub
mitted by the Polish delegation. He quoted
paragraph 8 of page 5 of the report, which
summed up the various views expressed in the
Committee, and read the resolution which the
Committee recommended to the Ge~eral Assem
b!y for adoption.

A better use of existing production facilities
a~d an improvement of transport, storage and
distribution facilities could contribute to an
immediate improvement in nutritional standards
throughout the world. To raise those standards
permanently would require the adoption of long
term plans, but much could be achieved by the
application of short-term measures, with which
the resolution was mainly concerned. Such
measures could be undertaken without prejudice
to a long-term programme. Immediate steps
should be taken to avoid losses arising from
wastage and to improve storage, marketing and
distribution facilities, which often presented a
serious bottleneck.

Mr. LANgE (Poland) said that the resolution
before the Assembly had been adopted by the
Second Committee after long and exha1'.Jtive
discussion. The Polish delegation had heen
aware, in asking for the item to be put on the
agenda, that the problem was not new to the
United Nations and that it had already beeD.
considered by the Organization on several occa
sions. The Polish delegation feH, however, that
the problem was of such importance that no
opportunity should be missed of bringing it to
the notice of public opinion. It was anxious to
draw attention to a number of short-term mea
sures which could be successfully used to improve
the present position.

1'(7th plenary meeting 802

110. The problem of wasting food in
certain countries: report of the
Second Committee (Aj756)
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industrial development was beneficial and not
detrimental to increased agr?'}ultural produetion.
The experience of the United States, Germany,
Japan and, in the past, the Union of Soyiet
Socialist Republics, showed that ind.ustrializa
tion permitted the introduction of new and
better methods of production. That particularly
applied to under-developed and war-damaged
areas. Industrialization appeared to be the key
to increased egricultural production in Eastern
Europe, Asia, and Latin America and in under
developed countries.

Referring to the resolution before the Assem
bly, the Polish representative pointed out that it
contained elements directly related to the more
general problem of the present world food crisis,
whieh formed part of a Cub~,n resolution. It had
been thought preferable t J amalgamate the two
resolutions in order to embody the motives
underlying both resolutions and all the sugges
tions put forward in the course ef the debate.
The resolution had not received the unanimous
approval of the Committee, but the Polish dele
gation had the impression that the majority of its
members were agreed on the importance of the
question and on the fact that it called for inter
national action.

Commenting upon the amendments submitted
by the delegations of Canada, New Zealand, +'he
United Kingdom and the United States, Mr. L~n
ge expressed the view that the first three amend
ments were purely verbal. His delegation would
simply abstain from voting on them. The fourth
amendment, however, proposed a real change
which would weaken the resolution. It proposed
the deletion of the words (( problems of technical
and financial assistance and of the supply at low
costs of... " and their replacement by the words
tt technical, financial, supply and other problems
involded in providing... ", thus omitting the
point that special attention should be given to
the supply of production facilities at low cost to
agricultural producers in under-developed or
war-damaged countries. As the Polish delega
tion regarded that point as of special importance,
it would vote against the fourth amendment.

Mr. DAVIEF4 (United Kingdom) pointed out
that the drat': resolution had been considerably
amended during the discussion in th~ Second
Committee. A number of additional points had
been added, including that of the Cuban delega
tion on the subject of taxes on essential food
stuffs. Tne finJ resolution was not well balanced;
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le domaine le plus important. Quoi qu'en pensent
certains, le developpement industriel ne porte
pas tort au developpement de la production
agricole, ille favorise au contraire. L'experience
des Etats-Unis, de I'Allemagne, du Japon et, en
partie, celle de I'Union des Republiques socia
listes sovietiques prouve que l'industrialisation
permet l'introduction de nouvelles et de meil
leures methodes de production. Cette constata
tion s'applique plus particulierement aux regions
insuffisamment developpees et aux zones devas
tees par la guerre. n semble que l'industrialisa
tion soit la clef de l'augmentation de la produc
tion agricole en Europe orienh1a, en Asie, en
Amerique latine et dans d'dutres pays insuffi
samment developpes.

Se referant a la resolution dont I'AssembIee
est saisie, le representant de la Pologne fait
valoir que certaines parties de cette resolution
touchent directement au probleme plus general
de la crise alimentaire mondiale qui constitue
une partie d'une resolution cubaine. n a paru
utile de fondre les deux resolutions, et d'amalga
mer les idees qui ont dicte les deux resolutions

, et les propositions qui ont eM formulec1.l au cours
de la discussion. La Cummission n'a pas approuve
la resolution a l'unanimite, mais la delegation
polonaise pense que l'importance de la question
n'a pas echappe a la majorite de ses membres,
pas plus que la necessiM d'une action interna
tionale.

M. Lange passe ensuite aux amendements
proposes par les delegations du Canada, de la
Nouvelle-Zelande, du Royaume-Uni et des Etats
Unis et il exprime l'avis que les trois premiers
sont d'ordre purement redactionnel. Aussi bien,
sa delegation s'abstiendra lorsdu vote sur ces
amendements. Par contre, le quatrieme amende
ment apporte une modification sensible, qui
affaiblirait la portee de la resolution. Il propose
de remplacer les mots : «probleme de l'assistance
technique et financiere et de la fourniture ades
prix modiques... " par les mots : (( problemes
techniques, financiers, d~approvisionnement et
autres qui impliquent la creation des... " et omet
ainsi de faire valoir que la fourniture dB moyens
de production ades prix modiques aux agricul
teurs des pays insuffisamment developpes ou
ravages par la guerre, merite une attention spe
ciale. La delegation polonaise attache une grande
importance acette question et eHe votera contre
le quatrieme amendement.

M. DAVIES (Royaume-Uni) signale que le projet
de resolution ti 8ubi des modifications impor
tantes au cours de la discussion qui s'est pour
suivie au sein de la Deuxieme Commission. De
nombreuses additions ont ete faites, y compr'is
celle de la delegation cubaine relative al'imposi
tion des produits alimentaires essentiels. La
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resolution finale n'est pas bien equilibree; la
Commission a dfi travaiHer ala hAte et la resolu
tion en question s!ecarte quelque peu de l'inten
tion qui etait a l'origine de son inscription a
I'ordre du jour.

Les amendements soumis par le Royaume-Uni
et les autres delegations (A/762/Rev.l) visent
a faire adopter la resolution a l'unanimite. La
delegation du Royaume-Uni estime que, tres
probablement, le probleme de la penurie des
denrees alimentaires est le plus grave probleme
economique interessant ,1'ensemble du monde;
par consequent, aucun effort ne doit ~tre neglige
pour obtenir un vote unanime.

Le premier amendement consiste dans l'inser
tion du mot tt notamment" apres le mot «exigt,"
au paragraphe 3 c). La delegation du Royaume
Uni estirne que cet amendement est necessaire,
du moment que la resolution traite de la reparti
tion equitable de produits alimentaires et que,
de toute evidence, iJ. ne serait pas pertinent de
mentionner uniquernent la question des ~harges

fiscales, comme le fait le texte original.
Les deux considerations les plus importantes

a cet egard sont, d'abord, la necessite d'inb..o
duire un systeme de rationnement dans les pays.
qui souffrent de penurie et, en second Heu, la
necessite d'augmenter le pouvoir d'achat des
salaries appartenant aux categories les moins
favorisees. Le Royaume-Uni a suivi une politique
logique sur ces deux points; presque des le debut
de la guerre. Uu s)'sterne de rationnement stric
tement contrOle a eU~ etabli et les denrees de
premiere necee,site ont ete maintenues ades prix
peu eleves, au. moyen de subventions gouverne
mentales. De plu8, un plan a ete mis sur pied
pour la distribution du lait, gratuitement atous
les enfants des ecoles, et ades prix reduits pour
les consommateurs prioritaires des autres cate
gories. Aussi les prix des produits alimentaires
de premiere necessite, tels que les matieres
grasses, le lait et la viande sont-ils restes relative
ment bas, ce qui met ces produit.s a la portee
de tous les consommateurs.

Au Royaume-Uni, les prix des denrees de pre
miere necessite ont ete stabilises, pour le plus
grand hien de l'ensemble de la communaute.
Selon le Government's Economic Survey' de 1947,
les rations alirnentaires actueHes et les attribu
tions de produits textiles representent, pour une
grande partie de la population, plus que lea
pouynir d'achat normal des honnes annees'
d'avant-guerre et heaucoup plus que le pouvoir
d'achat des annees de crise economique.

En ce qui concerne le deuxieme amendement,
relatif aux profits iHicites, la delegation du
Royaume-Uni aurait prelere qu'on mentionne la
production aussi bien que fa distribution et la
mise sur le marche des denrees, car les profits
excessifs sont indesirables, OU qu'ils se produisent

The important points in that connexion were
the need for a rationing system in countries where
shortages existed and, in the second place, the
need to increase the purchasing capacity of the
lower-paid income groups. The United Kingdom
had followed a consistent policy in regard to
those two points almost since the beginning of
the war. A strictly controlled system of ration
i:cg had been introduced and the prices of basic
foodstuffs had :been subsidized. In addition, a
scheme had been organized for the provision
of free milk to all school children and at reduced
prices to other categories of priority consumers.
As a result, the prices of essential foodstuffs,
such as fats, milk and meat, were comparatively
low and they wel'e therefore available to all con
sumers.

With regard to the second amendment, which
dealt with profiteering, the United Kinf§dOl'1l
delegation would have preferred to have incbll,ded
production as well as distribution and marketing,
since the 111aking of excessive profits was undesi
rable wherever it occu.rred.

The cost of essential foodstuffs in the United
Kingdom had been stabilized, with beneficial
results to the whole community. According to
the Government's Economic Survey for 1~47, for
a large section of the population the present food
and clothing rations were more than they could
normally afford in good prc-war year~ and much
more than they could have afforded In years of
depression.
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the work of the Committee had been hurried and
the subject of the resolution deviated somewhat
from what had heen intended when the item was
placed on the agenda.

The purpose of the amendments submitted by .
the United Kingdom and other delegations
(A/762/Rev.l) was that of securing a unanimous
resolution. The United Kingdom delegation
felt that the problem of the shortage of food was
perhaps the greatest single economic problem
affeding the world as a whole and it therefore
conside~'5d that no stone should be left unturned
in the H.t~,empt to obtain a unanimous resolution.

The first 8.mendment was the introduction of
the word «inter alia" after the word «requires,~

in paragraph 3 (c). In the opinion of the United
Kingdom delegation that amendment was neces
sary, since the resoluiion 'Vas dealing with the
equitable distribution of foodstuffs and it would
clearly be incorrect to refer solaly to the question
of burdensome taxes, as did the original text.

t

,



M. MAoHADO (Cuba) rtlppelle que des amende
ments ont ete presentes par les delegations du
Canada, de la Nouvelle-Zelande, du Royaume
Uni et des Etats-Unis d'Amerique apres l'adop
tion de la resolution par la Deuxieme Commis
sion, bien que ces delegations aient eu tout
loisir d'exprimer leur point de vue ala Commis
sion. Le depOt de ces amendements a oblige un
certain nombre de delegations a intervenir a
nouveau dans la discussion.

Les trois premiers amendements peuvent ~tre

consideres comme de simples modifications
redactionnelles. La delegation de C~a est done
toute disposee avoter en leur faTeur•

Par contre, le quatrieme amendement doit
~tre considere comme portant sur le fond de la
question. En adcptant cet amendement, on modi
fierait considerablement l'idee m~me adoptee
par la Deuxieme Commission. La delegation de
Cuba votera contre le quatrieme amendement et
en faveur du texte original de la resolution.

51 A
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M•.Davies estime que le troisieme amendement
fait logiquement suite au second. Le quatrieme
amendement, que le Royaume-Uni juge le plus
important, paratt malheureusement inacceptable
ala delegation polonaise. Telle qu'elle est conc;ue
actuellement, la resolution insiste sur les moyens
de production e7J. tant qu'element determinant
du pru:, et laisse de cote les autres fKcteurs. Cet
amendement n'affaiblit en aucune maniere la
resolution, comme la delegation polonaise semble
le croire, et ne diminue en rien son contenu. En
ela.rgissant la portee de cette resolution, cet
arnendement ne fait que la renforcer.

La delegation du Royaume-Uni pense que l~
Conseil economique et social devralt etudier les
problemes techniques, financiers, d'approvi
sionnement et autres que pose la situatIon. Le
probleme de l'approvisionnement ne se reduit
pas ala seule «fourniture ades prix modiques
aes moyens de production", car ceci n'est qu'une
partie du probleme. Si l'Assemblee desire que la
resolution ait une portee aussi large que possible,
elle doit adopter le quatrieme amendement, ce que
que la delegation du Royaume-Uni lui demande
instamment de faire.

En conclusion, M. Davies, declare que sa dele
gation ne considere pas cette resolution comme
ete'lt l'une des meilleures qu'aient redigees les
Nations Unies; c'est d'ailleurs aussi I'opinion
de certains des plus grfl.Jl~.s pays agricoles et
industriels representes aUI: Nations Unies. Toute
fois, la delegation du B.oyaume-Uni pense que
cette resolution aurait plus de chance d'~tre
approuvee si les quatre amendements etaient
adoptes et elle les pr~posq dans I'espoir d'ohtenir
l'unanimiM.

Mr. MAcHADo (Cuba) referred to the act that
amendments to the resolution had been suP"lit
ted by C£.nada, New Zealand, the United ~

dom and 'the Unitecl~ States after its adopti.-'i. J)y
the Second. Committee, despite the fact that those
delegations had had ample opportunity to put
forward their views in the Committer.;. The
submission of amendments had made it uecessary
for. a number of delegations to take the floor
again.

Amendments, 1, 2 and 3 could Le considered
as Simple drafting amendments. The Cuban
delegation was therefore prepared to vote in
favour of them.

Amendment 4, on the other hand, snould be
regarded as an amendment to the substance of
the original. Its adoption would have the effect
of changing considerably the very idea adopted
by the Second Committee. The Cuban delegation
would vote against amendment 4 and in favour
of the original text of the resolution.

In conclusion, Mr. Davies stated that his dele
gation did not regard the resolution as one of the
best that had been drawn up by the United Na
tions, and that view was shared by a number of
the most important industrial and food-producing
countries represented. However, the United
Kingdom delegation felt that the resolution would
be more likely to obtain acceptance if the four
amendments were adopted, and it therefore
presented th€lm in the hope of obtaining unani
mity.
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The third amendment Mr. Davies described as
purely consequential. The fourth amendment,
which the United Kingdom regarded as the most
important, was unfortunately unacceptable to the
Polish delegation. AB the resolution stood at
present, it singled out production facilities, for
reference in the matter of costs, and did not refer
to any of the other factors. The amendment did
not, as the Polish delegation appeared to consider,
in any way weuiv~\ll the resolution nor did it omit
anything contained in the resolution. Byextend
ing the scope of the resolution, the amendm,ent
merely served to st~engthen it.

The United Kingdom delegation consider'ed
that the Economic and Social Council should
study the technical, financial, supply and other
problems concerned. The supply problem was
clearly Q wider term than et the suppiy at low
costs of production facilities", which was merely
one part of the problem. If the Assembly wished
t.o make the resolution as wide as I possible, the
United Kingdom delegation urged the adoption
of the fourth amendment.
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M. BORIB (France) dit que les declarations
faites Et la Dmuieme Commission ont montre
que les Gouvernements avaient pleine conscience
de leurs responsabilit6s et que de nombreux
efforts etaient en cours pour accroitre la produc
tion de denrees alimentaires. La delegation fran
~mise Et eu I'occasion de declarer que les pro
grammes revises de production mis en applica
tion par le Gouvernement franQais comportent
un tres important accroissement de la production
agricole. D'ici trois ou quatre ans, la France
pourra non seulement se suffire Et ene-m~me

au point de vue alimentaire, mais disposer d'un
surplus exportable de cereales, de viande et de
produits laitiers.

Il etait tout naturel que le probleme de la
penurie alimentaire figurat des le debut Et
I'ordre du jour des travaux des Nations Unies
et qu'il ffit inscrit cl I'ordre du jour de I'Assemblee
generale et de ses Commissions. 11 est surprenant,
cependant, alors que les Nations Unies ont
entrepris une action de longue haleine et cree
I'OAA dans ce but, que cette derniere organisa
tion n'ait pas ete invitee aparticiper Et la discus
sion sur le probleme de I'alimentation. L'inter~t

que presente ce probleme etant universel, la
delegation franQaise estime que tous les Membres
des Nations Unies devraient ~tre membres de
I'OAA. C'est en effet I'OAA qui a attire l'attention
du Conseil economique et social, non seulement
sur la crise alimentail'e presente, mais aussi sur
les raisons qui font craindre que cette crise ne
soit de longue duree.

De nombreux facteurs pourraient contribuer a
prolonger la penurie, notamment l'accroissement
de la population dans le monde, qui necessite
un effort supplementaire pour assurer l'accrois
sement de la production, ainsi que le probleme
de la repartition equitphle des denrees alimen
taires. L'accroissement de la production des
denrees alimentaires est une tache que seuIe
I'Organisation des Nations Unies peut mener a
bien. Telle est l'opinion du Conseil economique
et social, lequel a adopte une resolution qui non
seulement invite les Etats Membres Et poursuivre
avant tout I'accroissement de la production agri
cole, mais aussi insiste aupres des commissions
economiques regionales et des institutions spe
cialisees competentes pour qu'elles agissent de
m~me.

Une telle resolution,ne. saurait emp~ch~r que
ces problemes fassent I obJet d'une dldcusslOn au
sein de I'Organisation des Nations Unies. Au
contraire, il appartient Et toU& les Etats Membres
d'exposer les questions qu'ils estiment n'a/oir
pas eta traitaes de faQon satisfaisante par l'organe
approprie. C'est pourquoi la delegation fran
«inise approuve l'initiative des delegations de la
Pologne et de Cuba.
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Mr. BORls (France) said that a number of the
statements made in the Second Committee
had made it clear that Governments were fully
alive to their responsibilities and that many
efforts were being made to increase food pro
duction. The French delegation had been
able to state that the French Government's
revised programme included a considerable
increase in food production. In three or four
years time France should be self-supporting
in the matter of food and would have an export
able surplus of wheat, meat and dairy produce·

It was natural that the problem of food short
ages should figure on the agenda of the United
Nations at the very start of its work and should
reappear on the agenda of the General Assembly
and its Committees. It was, however, surpris
ing that although the United Nations had
undertaken long-term action and had estab
lished the Food and Agriculture Organization
for that purpose, 'the latter organization had
not been brought into the discussion of the
food problem. In view of the universal nature
of the problem, the French delegation consider
ed that all Members of the United Nations
should be members of the FAO. It had heen
the FAO, moreover, which had drawn the atten
tion of the Economic and Social Council not
only to the present food crisis but to the fact
that it would probably be of long duration.

There were many factors which might serve
to prolong the shortage, such as ilie increase
in the world population, which necessitated
additional effort in order to secure increased
production, and thb pJ;oblem of the equitable
distribution of food. It was the task of the
United Nations to increase the production of
foodstuffs which would not otherwise be increas
ed. Such was the understanding of the Eco
nomic and Social Council, which had adopted
a resolution not only inviting Member States
to .Jive priority to increasing agricultural pro
duction but also urging the regional Economic
Commissions and the competent specialized
agencies to do likewise.

Such a resollution would not prevent a debate
in :the United Nations. On the contrary, it
was for every Member State to put questions,
which, in its view, were not being correctly
dealt with by the appropriate agency. The
French delegation therefore welcomed the ini
tiative shown by the delegations of Poland and
Cuba.



M. TnoRP (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) regrette que
les debats qui ont eu lieu au sein de la Com
mission, et qui ont ete quelque peu confus,
aient abouti a l'adoption d'une resolution qui,a son avis, manque d'equilibre et qui a ete
adoptee par 20 voix seulement contre 7, avec
11 abstentions, 18 membres etant absents; la
delegation des Etats-Unis a vote contre cette
resolution.

1'1'1' Hanl'e plmtere

n est difficile~ en raison de l'eten-due et de la
complexite de ce probleme, d'exprimer dans une
resolution bien equilihree toutes les idees qui
ont ete echangees a ce propose C'est pourquoi
la delegation fran~aise juge preferable de laisser
au Conseil economique et social le soin de cla
rifier la question, afin de faciliter leB mesures
d'execution. A cette fin, il convient d'attirer l'at
tention du Conseil sur les problemes exposes dans
les projets de resolutions des delegations de la
Pologne et de Cuba.

La delegation rran~aise desirerait voir adopter
les nouveaux amendements dont l'AssembIee est
saisie parce qu'ils repondent aux critiques qu'elle
a exprimees. C'est pourquoi elle donnera son
appui a la proposition presentee conjointement
par le Canada, la Nouveile Zelande, le Royaume
Uni et les Etats-Unis. Elle accepte les explications
fournies par le Royaume-Uni concernant les
amendements au texte initial de la resolution, et
en particulier le quatrieme amendement. Si ces
amendements sent adoptes, la delegation fran
~aise sera pr~te a ()pprouver toutes les disposi
tions contenues daqs le projet de resolution. La
delegation fran~ailSe tient a assurer I'AssembIee
generale que le Gouvernement Cran~ais mettra
tout en reuvre pour aider I'Organisation des
Nations Unies et ses organes sl.lbsidiaires asur
monter la crise actuelle, et aassister les divers
pays du monde dans lem luUe contre la Caim.

M. SANTA Cnuz (Chili) partage l'opinion du
representant de Cuba. Il ne fait pas d'objection
aux amendements aux troisieme et quntrieme
paragraphes, qui sont purement formels. L',9pen
dant, il ne peut donner son appui au dernier
amendement, qui est apeu pres identique aun
amendement deja rejete par la Commission.

Le representant du Royaume-Uni a eu raison
de faire observer que les problemes poses par
l'assistance technique et financiere ne sont pa.s
les sews que souleve l'augmentation de la pro
duction agricole. Cependant, la Commission a
tenu a insister tout particulierement sur le fait
que ce sont la deux des facteurs les plus impor
tants. Les pays insuffisamment developpes
souffrent d'une grave penurie de capitaux. lIs
le peuvent accrottre leur production qu'en uti
ssant des methodes techniques modelnes, ce qui
necessite une assistance technique et fmanciere.
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It was difficult to draft a balanced resolution
which would express an the ideas which had
been exchanged on such a vast and complex
problem. The French delegation therefore
thought it hetter that the Economic and Social
Council should be left to clarify the matter for
purposes of implementation; to that end i.t
w<t~ld be desirable to draw the attention of
the Council to the problems outlined in the
draft resolutions of the Polish and Cuban dele
gations.

The French delegation thought that the new
amendments which .had been submitted to the
General Assembly should be adopted to meet
the criticism he had expressed. It therefore
supported the joint proposal submitted by
Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom
and the United States. It endorsed the explan
ations given by the United Kingdom with
regard to the amendments to the original reso
lution and in particular with regard to the
fourth. If those amendments were adopted,
France was ready to subscribe to all th~ provi
sions of the draft resolution. The French
delegation wished to assure the General Assem
bly that. the French Government would exert
every effort to assist the United Nations and
its subsidiary organs to overcome the present
crisis and to help the world in its struggle against
hunger.

Mr. SANTA Cnuz (Chile) shared the views expres
sed by the representative of Cuba. He had
no objection to the amendments to paragraphs 3
and 4, which were simply drafting amendments.
He could not, however, support the last amend
ment, which was substantially the same as one
that had been rejected by the Committee.

The United Kingdom representative had
been right when he had pointed out that prob
lems of technical and financial assistance were
not the only ones which arose in connexion
with increasing agricultural production. The
Committee, however, had wished to place par
ticular emphasis on the fal. (hat they were two
of the most important elements. The under
developed countries faced a grave crisis of capi
tal. They could only increase production
by using modern technical methods, and for
that purpose technical and financial assistance
was needed.

Mr. TnoRP (United States of America) regretted
that the debate in the Committee, which had
been somewhat conCused, had ended with a
resolution which he thought was not well
balanced, and which had been adopted by only
20 votes to 7, with 11 abstentions, 18 members
being absent. The United States delegation
had voted against the resolution.
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Les amendements proposes ne changent rien
ala position prise par la Commission. 11 espere
~lu'ils seront adopMs et que la resolution ainsi
amendee sera mieux accueillie it l'Assemhlee
generale que le texte initial ne l'a eM it la Com-. .
nusslon.

Le preamhule de la resolution comporte une
disposition approuvant les mesures prises par
le Conseil economique et social it ses sixieme et
septieme sessions, en vue d'une action commune
destinee it faire face it la crise alimentaire mon
diale. La delegation de rURSS s'est opposee it
I'adoption de cette resolution lors de la septieme
session du Conseil economiq1.1e et social. A cette
session, la proposition de I'Organisation pour
I'alimentation et I'agriculture, concernant la co-

M. AROUTIOUNUN (Union des Repuhliques socia
lilstes sovietiques) declare que sa delegation vo
tera tm faveur du projet de resolution, car
l'application de certames des recommandations
qu'elle contient est susceptible de jouer un r61e
important dans la solution du probleme ali
mentaire.

Neanmoms, la delegation de I'URSS juge in
suffisantes les mesures proposees par la Deuxieme
Commission pour supprimer le gaspillage des
denrees alimentaires. EUe considere d'ailleurs
que les amendements soumis par la delegation
du Royaume-Uni visent en realite it diminuer
l'efficacite des mesures prises contre la specu
lation sur les denrees alimentaires et contre le
gaspillage de ces denrees. La delegation de
I'URSS s'abstiendra donc de voter sur les trois
premiers amendements•

M. Aroutiounian a ete surprig d'entendre le
representant du Royaume-Uni declarer que la
Commission n'a pas eu le temps de discuter tous
les aspects du projet de resolution, et plus
encore d'entendre le representant des Etats
Unis qualifier les debats de «confus". 11 ne peut
approuver aucune de ces declarations. 11 estime
en effet, que toutes les delegations ont eu la
possibilite d'exprimer it loisir leur opinion.

La delegation de rURSS votera contre le
quatrieme amendement dont le f()nd a ete rejet6
par la Deuxieme Commission.

Lorsque la question a ete discutee it la Deu
xieme Commission, la delegation de I'URSS a
sQ1Jmis une proposition tendant it ce que le

~ Conseil economique et social soit charge d'exa
miner les mesurr-3 propres it reduire le plus
possible les profits illicites des intermediaires et
des speculateurs. Cette proposition a ete rejetee
par 20 voix contre 13. Etant don.ne que la
resolution soumise it r Assemhlee generale vise
egalement la lutte contre la speculation et le51
profits illicites, la delegation de rURSS n'insis
tera pas pour l'adoption de son amendement.

< '
- IiiiIiiii__
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The proposed amendments did not reverse
the position taken by the Committee. He hope(l
that they ~ould be adoptetl and that the amend~.

ed l'eSolutlOn would receive stronger support
in the General Assembly than the original reso
lution had had in the Committee.

Mr. ARUTIUNUN (Union d Soviet Socialist
Republics) stated that his delegation would vote
in favour of the draft resolution, since the imnle-..
mentation of some of the recommendations it
contained could play an important part in the
solution of the food problem.

Nevertheless, the delegation of the URSS
thought that the measures proposed by the
Second Committee to eliminate waste of food
were inadequate Moreover, it co~sidered that
the amendments submitted by the United
Kingdom delegation w~re really intended to
weaken the effectiveness of the measures direct
ed against speculation in foodstuffs and the
waste of food, and it would therefore abstain
Jrom voting on the first three amendments..

Mr. Arutiunian had been surprised to hear
the United Kingdom representative say that
there had not been time in the Committee to
discuss all the aspects of the draft resolution,
and still more so to hear the United States repre
sentative apply the epithet et confused" to the
debate. He could not agree with either state
ment. All delegations had had every oppor
tunity to express their views.

The USSR delegation would vote against
the fourth amendment, the substance of which
had been rejected by the Second Committee.

During the discussion of the question in the
Second Committee, the USSR delegation had
submitted a proposal to the effect that the
Economic and Social Council should be entrust
ed with the responsibility of considering me~

sures to decrease as much as possible ~he pro
fiteering of middlemen and speculators. That
proposal had been rejected by a vote of 20 to
13. In view of the fact that the struggle against
speculation and profiteering was dealt with in
the resolution submitted to the General Assem
bly, his delegation would not press for the
adoption of that amendment.

In the preamble to the resolution there was
a provision for the approval of the action taken
by the Economic and Social Council at its sixth
and seventh sessions regarding co-ordinated
action to meet the continuing world food crisis.
The USSR delegation had objected to the adop
tion of that resolution at the seventh session
of the Economic and Social Council. There
had also been adopted at the same session
the proposal of the Food and Agricultural Organ-

~
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Le general ROMULO (Philippines), soulevant une

motion d'ordre, declare que, bien qu'il ne pro
pose pas formellement de limiter la duree des
interventions, il fait appel a tous les represen
tants de ne pas repeter, en seance pleniere, les
discours prononces deja devant les Commissions.
La delegation des Philippines se reserve le droit
d'invoquer ulterieurement I'article 65 du regle
ment interieur, si ceIa s'avere necessaire.

Le PRESIDENT dit qu'il s'est toujOllrS efforce de
conserver la plus grande liberte possible de dis
cussion daus la mesure OU cela ne nuit pas a
l'achevement des travaux de l'Assemhlee. Sans
imposer formellement une limitation de duree, il
fait un appel aux representants de faire de leur
mieux d'en finir avec les trois points suivants a
I'ordre du jour avant qU'il ne leve la seance.

IIJL. Rapport du Consell .f'adminislra
tion du Fonds international de
seCODrS a I'enfance; rapport de
la Troisieme Commisf!lion (A/759)

~e PRESIDENT donne lecture du projet de reso
lutIOn presente par la Troisi~me Commi~sioD
concernant le rapport du Conseil d'adminiBtratioll
du Fonds international de secours a l'anfance,
adopte par la Troisi~me Commission par 26 voix
contre zero, avec 5 abstentions.

La resolution ne soulevant aucune objection le
President la declare adoptee. '

177' 86anOO pJ.8nJ.koe
ordination de l'oouvre de l'Or~anisation des
Nations Unies et la creation d un organisme
commuu, aete egalement adoptee. La delegation
de I'URSS persiste astopposer al'etahlissement
d'organismes communs de cette nature, car alle
considere cette methode de coordination comma
contraire aux principes organi~ues de la Charta
et aux accords conclus entre I Organisation des
Nations Unies et les institutions specialisees.

Le, quatre amendement, (A/762/Rev.l) ,ont mi,
aux MX ,eparemont.

Par 82 voix contre zero, avec 5 abstentiom, l.
premier am,enclement elt adopte.

Par 29 voix contre zero, avec 8 ahatentiOnl, le
'BeOM amendement est adopte.

Par 92 voix contre z6r()', avec 9 abatentionl, l.
troisieme amendement est adopte.

,f Par 22 voix contr.~ 16, avec 2 abstentiom, l.
quatrieme amendement est adopte.

Par 95 voix contre une, avec 2 ab,tenh'om, u
projet de resolution propose par la Deuxi.dme Com
mission (AI756), ainsi amend8, est adopte.

B09

Ill. Report of the Executive Board
of the International Chlldren's
Emergency Fund: report of the
Third Committee (A/759)

General ROMULO (Philippines), speaking on
a point of order, said that although not makins
at that time a formal proposal for the limitation
procedure, ,he would appeal to all representa
tives not to repeat in the plenary meeting the
speeches already made in the Committees. 'rhe
Philippine delegation reserved the right to
invoke rule 65 later if it should prove necessary.

The PRESIDENT said that his object had always
been to preserve the greatest possible freedom
of discussion c031patihle with the completion
of business of the Assembly. He would appeal
to the representatives to endeavour, without
any formal imposition of a time limit on speeches,
to deal with the next three items on the agenda
berore adjourning the meeting.

The PRESIDENT read the draft resolution sub
mitted by the Third Committee coneerning the
report of the Executive Board of the Internation
al Children's Emergency Fund, which had
been adopted by the Third Committee by 26
votes to none, with 5 abstentions.

As no objection was raised to the adoption
of the resolution, the President declared it
adopted.

8 decembre 19411

ization regarding the co-ordination of the
work of the United Nations and the creation
of a joint organ. The USSR delegation conti
nued to object to the setting up of such joint
organs, since it considered such a method of
co-ordination to be contrary 1.0 the organiza
tional principles of the Charter and to the
agreements concluded between the United Na
tions and the specialized agencies.

The lour amendment, (A/762/.Rev.l) were
put to the vote separately.

The first amendment wa, adopted by 92 vote, to
none, with 5 abstentions.

The second amendment wa, adopted by ;~9 vote,
to none, with 8 abstention'.

The third amendment WaB adopted by 92 vote,
to none, wi~h 9 abstentions.

The fourth amendment was adopted .by 22 votes
to 16 with 2 abstentions. •

The draft resolution proposed by tlte Second
Committee (A/756), as thus amended, was adopted
by 95 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions.
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112. Question of continuing through
1949 the United Nations Appeal
for Children : report 01 the Third
Committee (A/763) and commu
nication from the Director-General
of the World Health Organization
(Aj767)

The PRESIDENT read a passage from a commu
nication from the Director-General of the World
Health Organization (A/7 67), and the draft
resolution submitted by the Third Committee
concerning the question of continuing through
1949 the United Nations Appeal for Children
(A/763).

A. vote was taken by show of hands .on the draft
resolution proposed by the Third Committee (AI768).

The resolution was adopted by 32 votes to none,
with 5 abstentions.

113. Advisory social welfare services :
report of the Third Committee
(Aj764)

The PRESIDENT read the draft resolution sub
mitted by the Third Committee concerning
advisory social welfare services (A/7 64).

The resolution was adopted by 33 votes to none,
with 2 abstentions.

The meeting rose at 12.20 a.m.

HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-EIGHTH
PLENARY MEETING

Held at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris,
on Thursday, 9 December, 1948, at 10.55 a.m.

President : Mr. H. V. EVATT (Australia).

114. Draft convention on genocide:
reports of the Economic and Social
Council and of the Sixth Committee
(Aj760 and A/760jCorr.2)

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TO THE DRAFT CONVENTION
PROPOSED BY THE SIXTH COMMITTEE (A/7 66) AND
AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY VENEZUELA (A/7 70)

Mr. SPIROPOULOS (Greece), Rapporteur, pre-
sented the report of the Sixth Committee and
the accompanying draft resolutions. Surveying

9 December 1948

112. Question de la prolongation pen
dant l'annee 1949 de l'Appel des
Nations Unies en faveur de I'en
fance: rapport de la Troisieme
Commission (Aj763) et commu
nication du Directeur general de
l'Organisation mondiale de la
sante (Aj767)

Le PRESIDENT donne lecture d'un passage d'une
communication du Directeur general de I'Orga.
nisation mondiale de la sante (A/767), ainsi que
du projet de resolution presente par la Troisieme
Commission concernant la prolongation pendant
l'annee 1949 de I'Appel des Nations Unies en
faveur de l'enfance (A/763).

11 est procerM au vote cl main levee sur le projet de
resolution propose par la Troisieme Commission
(A/769).

Par 82 voz·x contre zero, aVtlC 5 abstentions, la
resolution est adoptee. .

113. Fonctions consulta.tives en matiere
de service social: rapport de la
Troisieme Commission (Aj764)

Le PU£SWENT donne lecture du projet de reso
lution de la Troisieme Commission concernant les
fonctions consuHatives en matiere de service
social (A/7 64).

Par 38 voix contre zero, ave~ 2 abstentions, la
resolutz·on est adoptee.

La seance est levee aminuit 20.

CENT-SOIXANTE-DIX-HUITIEME
SEANCE PLENlERE

Tenue au Palais de Chaillot, Paris,
lejeudi 9 decembre 1948, a10 h. 55.

President: M. H. V. EVATT (Australie).

114. Projet de convention sur le geno
cide : rapports du Conseil econo
mique et social et de la Sixieme
Commission (Aj760 et Aj760/
Corr. 1)

AMENDEMENTS PROPOSES PAR L'UNION DES REPUBLIQUE8
SOCIALISTES SOVIETIQUES AU PROIET DE CONVENTION
PRESENT.~ PAR LA SIXd~ME COMMISSION (A/766l
ET AMENDEMENT PROPOsE PAR LE VENEZUELA (A/77 0

M. SPIi..OPOULOS (Grece), Rapporteur, presente
le rapport de la 8ixieme Commission et les pro..
jets :le resolution correspondants. Faisant l'hi~..
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