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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, In its resolution 43/56 of 6 December 1988, requested
the Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at its forty-fourth session on the
implementation of the recomm.~dations of the Spcond United Nations Conference on
the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 1/

2. In responso to that request, the present report provides information on the
progress made in the implementation of the recommendation. of the Conferenea.

3. The Committee o~ the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, its Sciontific and
Tochnical SUb-Committee and the Working Group of the Whole to Evaluate the
Implementation of the Recommendations of the Second United Nations Conterence on
the Exploration and Peaceful Usos of Outer Space considered the question of the
implementation of the recommendations of the Conferenco during th.ir 1989
.eslions. Accordingly, the information contained in the present report reflects
primarily the result of the work of the Committee, whose report Is also before the
General Assembly. 1/

11. WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE TO EVALUATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
ON THE EXPLORATION AND PEACEFUL USES or OUTER SPACE

4. The Wo~king Group of the Whole ~as reconvened by the Scientific and Technical
SUb-Committee at its 1989 session in occordance with General Assembly resolution
43/56, with a view to improving the exacution of activiti~s relating to
international co-operation, particularly those included in the United Nations
Programme on Space Applications, and to proposing concrete steps to increase such
co-operation and make it more ~fficient.

~. At its 1989 sossion, the Committee endorsed the recommendations of the Working
Group of the Whole as contained in its report (A/AC.105/429, annex 11). The
Committee recommended that the Working Group of the Whole should be reconvened the
following year to continue its work.

Ill. INTER-AGENCY CO-OPERATION

6. In paragraph 23 of its resolution 43/56, the General Assembly requested all
organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and other
intergovernmental 0rganizations working in the field of outer space or on space
related matters to co-operate in the implementation of the r8commendations of the
Conference. In that connection, the Committee noted with appreciation the
participation in all stages of its work and that of its Scientific and Technical
SUb-Committee by rapresantatives of United Nations bodies, the specinlized agencies
and other inte~national organizations.

7. United Nat:ons bodies and 5pecializ~d agencies, particularly the United

/ ...
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Nations Envir~nment Pro~r~nrne (UNEP), the Foo~ an~ Ag:icult"re Orqanilati~n of the
United Nations (FAO), the United Nati~ns r.~ucatioAal, Scientific and Cultural
Orqani.ation (UNESCO), the ~nternational Telecommunication U\\10n (ITU), the Worl~

Meteorological Orqani.atlon (~O), the Internati~nal Maritime Organization (IMO)
and the United Nations In~ustrial Development Orgftnization (UNIDO), have extenaive
space··relate~ programmes that are contributing to the implementation of the
recommen~ations of the Second Unit~d Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Details of these programmes can be found in the
yearly r.eports of the Secretary-General on co-or~ination of outer Ipace activities
within the United Nations .y.tem. The late.t report (A/AC.I05/415) contains an
overview of the agencies' work programmes for 1989 and 1900.

8. The eleventh se.sion of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities is
.ch.~ul.~ to be held in September 1089 at the hea~quarters of ITU to continue its
in-depth review of r.mote sensing applications within the Unit.d Nations syst.m ~n

the bash of a working paper prepared by an .I~-hQ~ group for the 1988 Inter-Agenc~y

Meeting.

9. At it. 1080 ses.ion, the Committee andorsed the view of the Scientific an~

Technical Sub-Committee th~t the Unite~ Natiol!' should continue to seek the sl1pport
of the Un~te~ Nation. Development Proqramme (UNDP) and other international funding
institution. and that the secretariat should take note of, and operate within, the
UNDP fun~ing procedures.

IV. STUDIES

10. At its 1080 .eslion, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
endor.ed the recommendations of the Working Group of the Whole made at its ~hird

•••• ion, held in 1989, and noted that they included certain studies and r.ports of
relevance to the recommendations of the Conference. Th~ Scientific and T.chnical
Sub-Committee, at its twenty-sixth 8e.sion, expresse~ its appreciation that a final
report on .nvironmental effects of space activities prepared by the Committee on
Space Re ••arch (COSPAR) and the International Aeronautics Federation (IAF) had been
submitte~ to its session (A/AC.10S/420), as had been called for by the
Committee, 31 and commended COSPAR and IAF for the valuable information which the
report contained.

V. UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON SPACE APPLICATIONS

11. In paragraph 7 of its resolution 37/90 of 10 December 1982, the General
Assembly en~orsed the recommendations of the Conference that the United Nations
Programme on Space Applications should be directed towards seven specific
objectives. The activities conducted in 1988 by the Programme and the plans for
the perio~ 1989/90 to meet those objectives are contained in the report of the
United Nations Expert on Space Applications (A/AC.105/421).

12. Activities carried out or planned ~nder the Programme in 1989, in co-oper~tion

with other United Nations bodies, include four short-term training courses on

/ ...
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remote-.~n.ing epplical\ons. The firlt, which f~cused on the use ~f infra-red and
radar sensor systems ik\ hydroloqic~l end agrometaorulogic3l applications, was
ol'ganizad by ~he Unit.~ Nationl, FAO, NMO and the European Spac. Agency ,ESA) in
co-operation with the Government of AUltl'alial the second, ~hich will focus on
applications of remote sensing to geological ~cience., is being organized by the
United Nations in co-operation with the Academy of Scionces of the German
Democratic Republicl the third, which will f~cus on the use of remote-sensing data
and geograpnical information systems in agriculture ma~agement, is being organized
by the United Nations in co-operation with the Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist RepublicSl the fourth, which will focus on the applications of remote
sdnsing in land use, is being organized by the United Nations and FAO in
co-operation with the Government of Italy. In addition, ~ workshop, which focused
on oceanographic/marine space information eystems, wae organized by the United
Nation. in co-operation with the Government of Paki8t~nl this activity was
supportad and funded by the Government of Pakistan, UNDP and the Unlted Nations.
Finally, two intern~tional moetings of experts were organizedl the first, which
focused on rr.mote .ensing and satellite meteorology applications to marine
resources and coastal man~gement, was organized by the United Nations in
co-operation with FAO, ESA and the Government of Spain and was also funded by UNDP,
the second, which focused on the development of remote-sensing skills and
knowledge, W~. organizea by the United Nations in co-operation with the Govp·nment
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

13. In promoting the development of indigenous capability, the Programme will
award 34 long-rang_ fellowships (tw~ by Austria, 10 by Brazil, three by the German
Democratic Rdpublic, 15 by the USSR and four by ESA) in 1980 for in-depth train~ng

of participants from developing countries in the areas of microwave technology,
satellite communications engineering, satellite meteorology, basic space sciences,
satellite geodesy, cartography, aerial photography and remote lensing. All thosn
fellowships have been renewed for 1900 in the same disciplines as those offered In
1989. In addition, beginning in 1989/90, the GovernMent of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics has establi&hed six new fellowships in basic space sciences at
the post-doctoral level, to promote the uses of the achievements in space science
and technology for the benefit of social and economic 1evelopment of States.

14. The United Nation: Programme on Space Applications issued a guidebook entitled
f.e.l.l.o.w.lIhip.. o.ncL.Il'uni.nCZ .. OPRO.rt.l.l.oitiua .O.ffu r~.<\.Wi tbin tbe. Frome.wo.rK.o.f ._t.h'L.Unl.t.l~
N.O.t.1.o.nl.._SJ?JlC-'LA1'P1.1 c.G.t inn.5... Pr.Q<,lrJ~rome. (SAP /88/001), along with the co r re sponding
instructions and application booklets (ShP/8B/002 and SAP/8B/003) for the use of
potential applicants for tho long-term fellowship programme and the short-term
training courses, respectively. The contentij of those documents will be updated as
necessary.

15. In 1990, two Rhort-term training courses and three workshops are plannedl

(8) A United Nations training course on remote nensing technology for
educators, being organized for the benefit of member States of thB Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA);

(b) A United Nations/FAO intern~tional training courso on romoto-sensing
appl iCr\tions, in CO-opAri:1tlon with t.he Governmont. of It,\lYJ
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(c) A United Nationl/ESA w~r~.hop on microwave remute sensinq technoloqy,
beih' orqaniled for the benefit of .~.f1lber Stat.es ot the Economic Commission tOI

Latin America and the Caribb.an (ECLAC)I

(d) A Unit.ed ~ationl regional workshop on communications technoloqy for
development, beinq organIzed for the benefit of ECLAC memb.r Statesl

(e) A United Nations workshop on basic space r.search for the benefit of the
developing countries, particularly ot the region o{ the Economi~ an~ Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

VI. TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICES

16. In paragraph 7 of its resolution 37/90, the General As.eMbly d8cided that the
United Nation. Programme on Space Applications should, upon request hy Member
States or any of the specialized agencie., be directed towards the provision or
arrangements for provisic.' of technical advisory services on space applications
projects. With regard to this mandate, the Programme offered ~ssistance in the
following regionsl

(a) To ECA, by developing a project document on the "Remote sensing
information programme for Africa". This activity was financed by UNDP,

(b) To the Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Survey, EeA, by
developing a training curriculum for a post-graduate diploma r.ourse to d,v.lop
intermediate and high-level manpower in the applications of remote s.n.i~Q to
agricultural and rangeland management, desertification, drought, Ilatural r~.ources

~ev.lopment and environmental monitoring. Tho first set of post-graduate IItud4nts
for this course was admitted in December 19881

(c) To Member States on the Atlantic Const of Africa, in preparing project
proposals on the u,.e of space technology and intormaticn in thtf Ctvaluation
managemont and assessment of marine and coastal resourceSJ

(d) To China, by assisting in developing ~ project documont for the
8stabliBhm~nt of a national telecommunication! development centre. Phase one of
this project resulted in 8n overseas study lClr by Chinese experts in 1988. The
second phase, which is in proqros~ in China, will bo roviowod by Chinese experts
and foreign consultants in long-dist~nc6 oducation progrnmmosJ

(e) To the EconOMic and Soci~l Commission [or W9stern Asia (ESCWA), by
assisting in developing 8 project proposal on "Indiqanous capabilities in remote
sensing technolog~ through the provision of rulovant oducation Cor educators". The
implementation of this project i9 ant Jcipftted to begin in 1989/901

(f) To t.ho IntotministtHinl Commit.t.Ao on t.h" InclinJl Oeonn Marine AUairs
Co-oporation (JOM~C), by ft9sisting in prnpnring projnct propona]s on t.he use of
space tochnology and in[ormntlon In tho ovalu~tion, mnnaqtlmenl nnd rssessment of
marino nnd ronstnl resources. pilot pro1ects on nSR"SSmont of marine resources

I • •.
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will be conducted with UNDP funding in two countries ot the Indian Ocean region in
1989,

lletailR of thole activities are contained in document A/AC,105/421, paragraphs
tl (a) to (B),

VII, INTERNATIONAL SPACE INFORMATION SERVICE

17, In paraqraph H of its resolution 37/90, the General Assembly decided to
£lst.dbl ish an International Space Intoz'mation Service, initially consiltlnc;r of a
directory of aources of information and data services to provide direction upo~

request to accessible data banks and information sources, The actIvities planned
for the implementation of the Service are outlined in paragraphs 17 and 18 of the
report of the United Nations Expert on Space Applications (A/AC,105/313). With
regard to this mandate, a revised edition of the pUblication entitled Ed~.~,

Tr 01n i ng ,.~Q.I..D..r ch-.And..Il.lli.wab.1p.. OPRO-l'..t.W\.1 tJ.IJt1.R..b D.c.L-S.ti.a.nc.tl ..AIULI.~Q.lQ..~_1lIU1
itfl ~J.)Lll.l.cotlQnIlL__.A-JH.r..a..c,to.I-Y (AI AC. 105/4" 2) and an add1tndum to the publicllt ion
nnU tlod I otormotloQSYltlJ1lI... o.n ..8p.o.c.'.Scitnce .ond TechnologYI . A..D..lr.ec.to.r.y
(A/AC,105/397/Rev.l/Add.l) have been published. The Committee noted that both
dlroctories would be updated a. may be necessary and possible within existing
l'fHI<-HlrC.l~,

VII 1, VOI,UNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

Ill. I 1\ plH~qraph 10 of its resolution 37/90, the GontHal Assembly appoaled to all
UoVtlrnmonts to ml"ke voluntary contributions, either in money or in kind, towards
('ill' ry l nq out. the recommendations of the Conference, In his not. verbale dateJ
I L MI\I'~h 1983, the Socretary-General brought that p~rngrftph to the attention ot
Momlwr Stl,t.e.'i, particulnrly with respect to the newly mandatQd and expanded
tlcti vH.lo!l of tho Uni ted Nationa Programme on Space "pplicatlons. Member State.
fll\d InLtnqovernmental organi'zations that responded t.o the appeal since the forty~

third ~esNion of the Assembly have been mentioned under appropriate headings in th.
IPPOI t: ot thn Committee on the Peaceful Use. oC Outer Space, V The Committ.~ tool
1I11l.e of the e:lillappointment mcprflslu,d by the developing countries at the lack of
rill/\lIclnl rfl~ourC8S to Implement the rocommendl\tions of t.ha Conference,

IX, REGIONAL MECHANISMS OF CO-OPERATION

le). [11 pur:Hlance of General Assembly rosolution 43/56, the liocretariat continued
il~ l,[forts to strongthen the regional mechnnisms or co·-operation in carrying out
V,\l i nUll nr:t i v itlos in the implemontation oC the recommnndat.ions of the Conference,
ill [lluUc:ull\r those relatlng to t.he United NationL' Programmo on Space Applications
(::l!l! l1,\r,\, lli (n) to (0 I'\hovo).

I. ,
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11 Seo Itltpo.rt..Q!. t.htLSOCQnd.UnittldliAU.QnfLCQ.nt.tUIDlCtLQD_ t.bo, EKPIQrnt!on /lJ)cl

p ••clf\Al UIQII-O.l.._o.u.tJlL~CI..._'llJ.fmnD, .. 2.=.;.l...Al.l;u.lt._J.~a~ (AlCONF .10l/10 and Con . .1
and 2).

11 Ql' i cia1 _Ra~r.I1J.. .Q L.thU.. JJ.flnCu:.a.l_Autmblys.Jo.r.t.y.:,:.I:.o.lU.th-S..U.A.Uo.n,
Sugpl1ment NfL..lO. (A/44/20).

Jl Ib.J.~., fOr.tY-60CQ.nd .Se5:lion... Sl.\PvlementNQ.L1Q (A/42120), annex II,
para. 13 (d).


