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The SeéMétary-Cerierel bos-the hdaom' 50 trenanlt -herewith. the -
comuirication’ received vfran the Frauah ‘Governivent {n-reyly o the letter
addressed by the Secretary-Gsnerel m accordamd with General Assemdly
resolution 629 (VII) of 6 November 1952, to all the governments invited to
the United Nations Conference of Pleni‘petontiaries on the Status of Refugees
end Stateless Persons (held at Gemva‘in July 1951) vith & viev to obtaining
their ccuments on tha dreft prohoco}. rslat.i.ng to the status of statelese
persons,

With reference to your letter SOA 325/5/05 {I) of 1 December 1953, I have
i;he_ honour to inform you that the French Government has no objection of
principls to the draefi protocol relating to the status of statsless persons,

Tt wishes, hovever, to suggest certain emendments to the text prepared

by the Ad Hoc Committes in-order to meke clear the obligetimms of governments

under the proposed protocol.
It seems desivedle to inclnde & definition of the term "stateless parscn
in the preamble to the protocol., ‘«
Further, erticles 23 (Public Relief) and 24 (Soclel Seourity) of the

Convention relating to the Status of Refugees scoord extremely favowrable

treatment to refugees; although 1t has been considered possibls, in Frence, to
accord such treatment to persone whose position ig perticularly a1fficult as &
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z'-cau}.ﬁ of the “oircumstances in which they ‘lef't their Mtrias of origin,
there aré not the seme reascus for extending 1t to stateless persoms, to

: whom the regulat;loaa governing aliens in general can be applied without

difﬁculty. i

Lasuy, it doss not seem posaibie to make the pravisions of articles 31
and 32, which ralat-e to expulasion, applicadle to stateleaa persons. The
faveurable treatment which 1t hag baan ‘possible jba apply’ %0 refugees in
thie reapect cannot legitimwly ka extméed to atatelaes pez'ams whose
life and libverty are not threatened. _

In ordex to give concrete: quasaiaa to the :oregoiz:g cmta, I have
the homour to tranemit bejew & mvimd text of the protocsl, which yould
meet the vﬂms of w Gommnt.



E/2373/Ada.k
English
Annex

Page 1

ANNEX

REVISED TEXT OF THE PROTOCOL RELATING TC THE
STATUS OF BTATELESS PERSONS

"PHE CONTRACTING STATES,
‘ "NOTING the existence of a pumber of pereons, referred to‘as atateless
peraons, to whom domestic leglslation relating to natiomelity applies;
"CONSIDERING that the Comvention relating to the Status of Refugees
| dated 28 July 1951 deals omly with refugses, whether stateless or not;
"CONSIDERING moreover thet thers ave meny stateless psrsoms who are not
covered by the sald convestion and whose status it appears desirable to lmprove,
"UNDERTAKE to apply, mutatis mutandis, the provisions of articles 2 to k,
10 to 15, 17 (peragraph 1), 18 to 22, 25 to 27, 29 (paragraphs 1 and 2), and
34 of the said Convention %o stateless persems to whom the Convention does
not epply," | o
The gtandard final clauses follow.
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