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INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

~tus of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the International Covenant on CiVil and Political Rights ~
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Ciyil~

Political Rights

Report of the Secretary-Gen~

1. Tho General Assembly, by its resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966,
adopted and opened for signature, ratification or accassion the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civ~l and Political Rights, and expressed the hope that the Covenants and the
Optional Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceded to without delay and would
come into force at an early date. The Assembly also requested the
Se~retary-General to -ubmit to it at its future sessions repv~ts concerning the
status of ratifications of the Covenants and of the Optional ~rotocol. In response
to that request, reports on the status of the International Covenants and the
Optional Protocol have been submitted annually to the Assembly since its
twenty-second session in 1967.

2. Both Covenants and the Optional Protocol were opened for signature at New York
on 19 December 1966. In accordance with their respective provisions, 1/ the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights entered into force
on 3 January 1976, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered
into force on 23 March 1975, and the Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, having received the r~quired number of
ratifications or accession~, entered into force simultaneously with that Covenant
on 23 March 1976.
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3. By its resolution 43/114 of 8 December 1988, the General Assembly, inter alia,
again urged all States that had not yet done so to become parties to both
Covenants, as well as to consider acceding to the Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; invited the States parties to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to consider making the
declaration provided for in article 41 of the Covenant and appealed to States
parties to review whether any reservatio~lmade in respect of the provisions of both
Covenants should be upheld. The Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to
submit to it at its forty-fourth session a report on the status of the Covenants
and the Optional Protocol.

4. As at 1 August 1989, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights had been ratified or acceded to by 92 States, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights had been ratified or acceded to by 87 States
and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights had been ratified or acceded to by 45 States. In addition, seven States had
signed the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and five States had signed the
Optional Protocol. The list of States which have signed, ratified or acceded to
the Covenants and the Optional Protocol and the dates of their signatures,
ratifications or accessions appear in annexes I to III of the present report.

5. Upon ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
or subsequently, the Governments of Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Congo,
Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, the Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, Hungary,
Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, the
Philippines, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland made the declaration provided for in article 41 of the
Covenant, recognizing the competence of the Human Rights Committee established
under article 28 of the Covenant to receive and consider communications to the
effect that a State party claims that another State party is not fulfilling its
obligations under the Covenant. The provisions of article 41 entered into force on
28 March 1979 in accordance with paragraph 2 of that article.

6. As regards the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on Economic, Soci~l and Cultural Rights,
established in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1985/17 of
28 May 1985, held its third session at the United Nations Office at Gen~va from
6 to 24 February 1989. It submitted a report to the Economic and Social Council at
its first regular session of 1989, ZI in which it made suggestions and
recommendations concerning issues arising from the consideration of reports
submitted by States parties to the Covenant.

7. By its resolution 1989/81 of 24 May 1989, the Economic and Social Council,
inter alia, took note with appreciation of the repo~t of the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights on its third session, and decided to transmit the report
of the Committee to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session for
consideration under the agenda item entitled "International covenants on Human
Rights".
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8. As regards the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the Human Rights Committee held its thirty-fourth session at the
United Nations Office at Geneva from 24 October to 11 November 1988, its
thirty-fifth session at United Nations Headquarters from 20 March to 7 April 1989
and its thirty-sixth session at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 10 to
28 July 1989. In accordanc~ with article 45 of the Covennnt and article 6 of the
Optional Protocol, the Committee has submitted its annual report to the General
Assembly at its forty-fourth session, 11 which covers the activities of the
Committee at its t~irty-fourth, thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth sessions.

Notes

11 Article 27 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, article 49 of the Int~rnational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
article 9 of the Optional Protocol.

11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1989, Supplement
NQ. 4 (E/1989/22).

11 Official Recorda of the General Assembly. Forty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 40 (A/44/40).
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ANNEX I

List Qf States which have signed, ratified or acceded
to the International CQyenant Qn ECQnQmic. SQcial and

Cultural Rights

State

Afghanistan

Algeria

Argentina

Australia

Austria

BarbadQs

Belgium

BQlivia

Bulgaria

ByelQrussian SQviet ~Qcialist

Republic

CamerQQn

Canada

Central African Fepublic

Chile

China 121

CQIQmbia

CQngQ

CQsta Rica

Cyprus

CzechQsIQvakia

Democratic Kampuchea

Democratic People's Republic
of Korea

Democratic Yemen

Denmark

Dominican Republic

EcuadQr

pate Qf receipt Qf the
instrument Qf ratificatiQn

pate Qf signature Qr accessiQn

24 Ja.nuary 1983 9/

10 December 1968

19 February 1968 8 August 1986

18 December 1972 10 December 1975

10 December 1973 10 September 1978

5 January 1973 9/

10 DecembElX' 1968 21 April 1983

12 August 19€'2 9/

8 OctQber 1968 21 September 19':'0

19 March 1960 12 NQvember 1973

27 June 1984 AI

19 May 1976 AI

8 May 1981 AI

16 Sept~mber 1969 10 February 1972

21 December 1966 29 OctQber 1969

5 OctQber 1983 gl

19 December 1966 29 November 1968

9 JanuElry 1967 2 Apr 11 1969

7 October 1968 12 December 1975

17 October 1980

14 September 1981 gl

9 February 1987 gl

20 March 1968 6 January 1972

4 January 1978 '§l/

29 September 1967 6 March 1969

I . ..
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State

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia

German Democratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic of

Greece

Guatemala

Guinea

Guyana

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

India

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Iraq

Irelan':\

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Luxembourg

Madagascar

Mali

Date of signature

4 August 1967

21 September 1967

11 October 1967

27 March 1973

9 October 1968

28 February 1967

22 August 1968

19 December 1966

25 March 1969

30 December 1968

4 April 1968

18 February 1969

1 October 1973

19 December 1966

18 January 1967

19 December 1966

30 May 1978

30 June 1972

18 Apr 11 1967

26 November 1974

14 April 1970
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Date Gb receipt of the
instrument of ratification

or accession

14 January 1982

30 November 1979

25 September 1987 AI

19 August 1975

4 November 1980 AI

21 January 1983 AI

29 December 1978 AI

8 November 1973

17 December 1973

16 May 1985 AI

19 May 1988 A/

24 January 1978

15 February 1977

17 February 19~1 AI

17 January 1914

22 August 1979

10 April 1979 AI

24 June 1975

25 January 1971

15 Sept~mber 1978

3 October 1975

21 June 1979

28 May 1975

1 May 1972 gl

3 November 1972 AI

15 May 1970 gl

18 August 1983

22 September 1971

16 July 1974 M
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State

Malta

Mauritius

Mexico

Mongolia

Morocco

Netherlands

N&w Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Norway

Panama

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Romarda

Rwanda

Saint Vincent and th~ Grenadines

San Marino

SE-negal

Solomon Islands

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Sweden

Syr~an Arab Republic

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tuni~ia

Uqanda

Date of signature

21 October 1968

5 June 1968

19 January 1977

25 June 1969

12 November 1968

20 March 1968

27 July 1976

11 August 1977

19 December 1966

2 March 1967

7 October 1976

27 June 1968

6 July 1970

28 September 1976

29 September 1967

30 April 1968

Date of receipt of the
instrument of ratification

or accession

12 Decem.)er 1073 al

23 March 1981 AI

18 November 1974

3 May 1979

11 December 1978

28 December 1978

12 March 1980 AI

7 March 1986 AI

13 September 1972

8 March 1977

28 April 1978

7 June 1974

18 MarC"h 1977

31 July 1978

9 December 1974

16 April 1975 AI

9 November 1981 AI

18 October 1985 AI

13 FebrUAry 1978

17 March 1982 ~I

27 April 1977

11 June 1980 AI

18 March 1986 AI

28 December 1976 AI

6 December 1971

21 April 1969 AI

24 May 1984 A/

8 December 1978 AI

18 March 1969

21 January 1987 AI
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Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania

United States of America

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yugoslavia

Zaire

Zambia

g/ Accession.

Date of signature

20 March 1968

18 March 1968

16 September 1968

5 October 1977

21 February 1967

24 June 1969

8 August 1967

Date of receipt of the
instrument of ratification

or accession

12 November 1973

16 October 1973

20 May 1976

11 June 1976 g/

1 April 1970

10 May 1978

24 September 1982 g/

2 June 1971

1 November 1976 f!/

10 April 1984 g/

~/ Following on the adoption by the General Assembly of resolution
2758 (XXVI) of 25 October 1971 on the restoration of the lawful rights of the
People's Republic of China in the United Nations, the Minister for Foreign Affailc
of the People's Republic of China, by a note addressed to the Secretary-General,
received on 29 September 1972, stated:

"I. With regard to the multilateral treaties signed, ratified or acceded
to by the defunct Chinese government before the establishment of the People's
Republic of China, my Government will examine all their contents before making
a decision in the light of the circumstances as to whether or not they should
be recognized.

"2. As from 1 October 1949, the day of the founding of thb People's
RepUblic of China, the Chiang Kai-Shek clique has no right at all to represent
China. Its signature and ratification of, or accession to, any multilateral
treaties by usurping the name of 'China' are all illegal and null and void.
My Government will study these multilateral treaties before making a decision
in the light of the circumstances as to whether or not they should be acceded
to."

The lists in annexes I to III therefore do not include the signature of the
two Covenants and the Optional Protocol on behalf of the "Republic of China" on
5 October 1967.

£/ Date of reception of notification of succession.
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ANNEX 11

~ist of States which haye signe~, ratiflQ~~~~8~ to the
Internatlona~ Coygnant on Ciyil and Pot1tic~l Rights

State

AfghanJ.stan

Algeria

Argentina bl
Australia

Austria bl
Barbados

Belgium 1'21

Bolivia

Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic

Cameroon

Canada bl
Central African Republic

Chile

China Cl

Colombia

Congo bl
Costa Rica

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Kampuchea

Democratic People'S RepUblic
of Korea

Democratic Yemen

D'3nmark 121

Dominican Republic

Ecuador 1:21

gate of signaturo

10 December 1968

19 February 1968

18 Dec~mbez' 1972

10 December 1973

10 December 1968

8 October 1968

19 March 1968

16 September 1969

21 December 1966

19 December 1966

19 Docember 1966

7 October 1968

17 October 1980

20 March 1968

4 April 1968

gate of receipt of thl
instr~Qnt of ratification

or accessi"gn

24 January 1983 AI

8 August 1986

13 August 1980

10 September 1978

5 January 1973 ~I

21 April 1983

12 August 1982 AI

12 September 1970

12 November 1S73

27 June 1984 AI

19 May 1976 AI

8 May 1981 ~I

10 February 1972

29 October 1969

5 October 1983 AI

29 November 1968

2 April 1969

23 December 1975

14 September 1981 ~I

9 February 1987 ql

6 January 1972

4 January 1978 ~I

6 March 1969
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Egypt

El SQlvador

Equatorial Guinea

Finland ~I

France

Gabon

Gambia ~I

German Democratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic cf

Guinea

Guyana

Honduras

Hungary 121
Iceland ~I

India

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy bl

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Luxembourg bl

Madagascar

Mali

Mauritius

Mexico

Date of lignature

4 AUCjJust 1967

21 September 1967

11 October 1967

27 March 1973

121 9 October 1968

28 February 1967

22 August 1968

19 December 1966

25 March 1969

30 December 1968

4 April 1968

18 February 1969

1 October 1973

19 December 1966

18 January 1967

19 December 1966

30 May 1978

30 June 1972

18 Apr i1 1967

26 November 1974

17 Septomber 1969
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gote of receipt of tb,
inGtrument gf ratifigatign

gr aggessign

14 January 1982

30 November 1979

25 September 1987 AI

19 August 1975

4 November 1980 AI

21 January 19d'~ I1

22 Marcb 1979 AI

~ November 1973

17 December 1973

24 January 1978

15 Febrl'ary 1977

17 January :1974

22 August 1979

10 April 1979 AI

24 June 1975

25 ,January 1971

15 September 197Jl

3 October 1975

21 June 1979

28 May 1975

1 May 1912 ~.1

3 November 1972 AI

15 May 1970 ~I

18 August 1983

21 June 1971

16 ,Tuly 1974 AI

12 December 1973 ~I

23 March 19B1 al

I • ••
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Itote

Mongolia

Morocco

Netherlands ~I

New Zealand ~I

Nicaragua

Niger

Norway ~I

Panama

Peru ~I

Philippines ~I

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Rwanda

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

San Marino

Senegal ~I

Spain ~I

Sri Lanka ~I

Sudan

suriname

Sweden 121

Syrian .rab Republic

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Ukraini~n Soviet Socialist
Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland 121

United Republic of Tanzania

Dot. of signatur~

6 June 1968

lG January lG77

25 June 1969

12 November 1968

20 March 1968

27 July 1976

11 August 1977

19 December 1966

2 March 1967

7 October 1976

27 June 1968

6 July 1970

28 September 1976

29 September 1967

30 April 1968

20 March 1968

18 March 1968

16 September 1968

Date of receipt of tbe
iT trumgnt of rat;.~ication

or accession

11$ November 1974

3 May 1979

11 December 1978

28 December 1978

12 March 1980 AI

7 March 1986 AI

13 September 1972

8 March 1977

28 April 1978

23 January 1987

18 March 1977

15 June 1978

9 December 1974

16 April 1975 Ai

9 November 1981 AI

18 October 1985 AI

13 February 1978

27 April 1977

11 June 1980 AI

18 March 1986 AI

28 December 1976 AI

6 December 1971

21 April 1969 AI

24 May 1984 AI

21 December 1978 AI

18 March 1969

12 November 1973

16 Octobtlr 1973

20 May 1976

11 June 1976 AI

I • ••



State

Unlted States of America

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

YUCjJolllavia

Zaire

Zambi ...

1.1 Acceuion.

Date of signature

5 October 1977

~1 February 1967

24 June 1969

8 August 1967

A/44/441
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Date of r.geigt of the
instrument of Eatifigatign

gr agglssion

1 April 1970

10 May 1978

24 September 1982 II

2 June 1971

1 November 1976 AI

10 April 1984 AI

~I Made the declaration under (.rticle 41 of the Covenant.

~I See annex I, note b.
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ANNEX III

~~of States which haye signed, ratif1ed or acceded to the
Qption&l Protocol to the International C~enant on Ciyil And

Political Rights

State

Argentina

Austria

Barbados

Bolivia

Cameroon

Canada

Central African Republic

China QI

Colombia

Congo

Costa Rica

Cyprus

Denmark

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Finland

France

Gambia

Guinea

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

Italy

Jamaica

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Date of signature

10 December 1973

U December 1966

19 December 1966

19 December 1966

~{\ March 1968

4 April 1968

21 September 1967

11 December 1967

19 March 1975

19 Decpmber 1966

30 April 1976

19 December 1966

pate Of receipt of the
instrument Of ratification

or accession

8 August 1986 i/

10 December 1987

5 Janubry 1973 AI

12 August 1982 AI

27 June 1984 AI

19 May 1976 AI

8 May 1981 AI

29 October 1969

5 October 1983 AI

29 November 1968

6 January 1972

4 January 1978 AI

6 March 1969

25 September 1987 AI

19 August 1975

17 February 1984 ~I

9 June 1988 AI

7 September 1988 AI

11 August 1979 AI

15 September 1978

3 October 1975

16 May 1989 AI
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I,uxembourg

Madagascar

Mauritius

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Norway

Panama

Peru

Philippines

Portu.;al

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

San Marino

Senegal

Spain

Suriname

Sweden

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Uruguay

Venezuela

Zalre

Zambia

Date of signature

17 September 1969

25 June 1969

20 March 1968

27 July 1976

11 August 1977

19 December 1966

1 August 1978

6 July 1970

29 September 1967

21 February 1967

15 November 1976
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Dote of receipt of the
inAtrument of ratifi~atiQn

or accession

18 August 1983 AI

in June 1971

12 December 1973 fJ/

11 Dacember 1978

26 May 1989 AI

H March 1980 AI

., March 1986 AI

13 September 1972

8 March 1977

) October 1980

3 May 1983

9 ~ovember 1981 AI

18 October 1985 AI

13 February 1978

~5 January 1985 AI

28 December 1976 AI

6 December 1971

30 MArch 1988 AI

14 November 1980 AI

1 April 1970

10 May 1978

1 November 1976 ~I

It April 1984 AI

~I

p'1

A.ccession.

See annex I, note b.


