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TNTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANTZATTONS

RELATIONS WITH INTHR-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Report 'bzv the Secretary-General

l. The Co\uncil, at its 13th sesslon, acting on the recommendation of its
. Co~ordination Committee (E/21:L7 ), requested the following reports:

’ (a) International Seed-Testing Association: a further report from
FAO cmAdtenreélatiohs with the Assocdation; i... |
(b) International Commission for the Scientific Exploration of
the Mediterranean Sea.. a Turther report from FAO;
(c) International Committee for Colorado Beetle Control: a further
report by the Secretary-General concerning the establishment of a
formal inter-govemmental plant. protection organization in Furope,
which 1s to supersede the International Committee; '
(4) International Central Bureau for the Control of the Liquor

- Traffic in Africa: further information from the Belglan Government

conoerning the result of its conmsultations with the other
governmwents concerned;
(e) International Conference for Technical Uniformity on Railways.
a further report from the Economic Commission for Europe, through
the Secretary-General , on progress made in its studies relating
to the future status of this organization; '
_(f) Danube Commission: a further report from the Secretary-General
. concerning its status; ‘
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(g) International Union for the Publication of Customs Tariffs:
a further report from the Secretary-General concerning the p0381ble
relatlonshlps between the Union and the GATT;
(n) Inter-American Indian Institute, and Inter-American Radio
Offlce further reports by the Secrétary—General on the status.
of these two organizatlons.‘ ,
2. The reports of FAO and of the Secretary-General on the above
organizations are submitted respectively as Annex T and.Annex IT.
3. Under Council resolution 412 A.I (XIII), the Council urged that
every effort be made by all governments concerned to find a formula
acceptable to both.the International Office of Epizootics and FAO with a

~ view to establishing a single, effective international system for the

collection and dissemination of inforwation and for.the co-ordination -

of activities for the control of animal diseases, The Director-General

of FAO would, in the ﬂormal courge of events, be including in his annual
report to the Council at its sixteenth sesslon a section on developments

in this matter. Since the Council's consideration of this matter has
been advanced to its fifteenth. session, the Director-General has submitted
a progress report which has now been included in.Annex I.

b. Upder Council resolution 412 A,IT (XIII), the Secretary-General

was called upon to effect, in collaboration with the President of the
Central Bureau of the International Map of the World on the Millionth Scale,
the transfer of the records, documents, meps and assets of the Central
Bureau to the United Nations Cartographic Office at the earliest possible .
date, and tb report the action taken thereon to an early session of the
Council. A report by the,Secretarj—General on this matter is submitted

ag Annex ITT to this document.
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INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
ANNEX I
Report by FAO on relations with certain

inter-governmental organizations

The following report has been recelved from the Director-General
of the Food and Agriculture Organization. '

(1) International Seed Testing Association (ISTA)
. The question of FAO's relations with the International Seed Testing
‘Association was ralsed for the first time in 1946 at a meeting of the
Emergency Economic Committee for Furope (EECE) in Copenhage n,when a
resolutlion was rassed including the following paragraph:
"The sub-committee on seeds of EECE recognlzes a common
interestm_be'bween ISTA and FAO, Accordingly it 1s the hope of

this sub~-commlttee that a,rrangementé way be worked out whereby

the work of ISTA and of FAOC may be dlscussed between them and

co-ordinated into a close association", ‘

This matter was again raised in 1948 at an ISTA meeting in Gothenburg,
Sweden, by the United States Government in its letter of invitation to hold
-the Winth Internationsl Seed Testing Congress at Washington in 1950.
The letter expressed the view that, because of the lapse of time since the
last meeting of ISTA, it would seem desirable to set up a committee to
examine the internal structure of the association and make recommendations °
with a view to making its activities more effective and, in this connexion,
explore the poxissi'bilities, of the future relationship of the assoclation to
FAO. Such a committee was appointed, and at its first meeting held at
. Belfast in 1949, a new constitution was drafted for the consideration of
the General Assembly of ISTA at Washington in 1950, '
| At the Washington meeting the following resolution was adopted:

"The General Assembly of the International Seed Testing
Associatioﬁ, considering the interest of Govermmente in the work
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of thé’Association and noting that recommendations for
international action in the field of agriculture are chanuelled
by governménts through FAO, -, . . ' : _ .
| (i) suggests to the countries participating in the ‘
‘ » work of ISTA/that they examine the possibilities of
% o ‘ 8 close co-operation between ISTA and FAO, including
the possibility of ISTA eventually becoming a ‘technical
cormisaion of FAO; a
(ii) requestc the President of ISTA, or a member of the
| Association designated by him, to consult with the
Director-General of FAO with a view to devéloping‘
methods of coll&boration between.ISTA ‘and FAO;
(111)  directs the Secretary-General of the General Assembly
of ISTA to circulate this resolution and the.
documentation pertaining thereto to all’gbvernments
’ participating in the work of ISTA and to the
o . . Director-General of FAO".
L In 1mplementation of this resolutian, ISTA and FAO each appointed
@ representative to discuss ways and means of establishing closer : . C
co-operation betweeh the two organizations, and an inform%l understanding »

was reached, acceptable to both organizations, which now forms the basis
for relations between them: -
"(l) Collaboration: It is proposed that there be collaboration
- on technical matters between ISTA and FAO through committee
chairmen or officers of ISTA acting as liasison officers for
ISTA to make direct qonfact with the seed specialisfa'of;FAO;“.
(2) Nomenclature: It 1s'proposed that the committee on
nomenclature of ISTA collaborate with FAO in an effort to effecﬁ
‘greagter uniformity and a better understanding. of -the commoﬁ.and

gcientific names used for spécies of crops and weeds throughout
the world; '
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(3) Technical Assistance: FAO is carfying on a prbgraﬁme of
providing technical assistance to under-developed countries.

ISTA could suggest to FAO where rersons from such countries may
study to dbtain.teéhnical-training In seed technology. ISTA
should also be 1nf6§med as to which qualified stations would

be able to receive persons for such training, and_ﬁhe time
_when such training could be given most conveniently. Any further
necessary detalled arrangements involving entry into the country,
visa, and diplomatic: arrangements should be made by FAO;

(4) Plant Quarantine: EAO is carrying out a programme designed

to restrict the dissemination of plant diseases. There is a

need for co-operation with seed testing stations to carry out

that part of the programme which pertains to seed-borne diseases;
(5) International Certificates: ISTA has sponsored international
- certificates to accompany seeds in international commerce. The
certificates have, in the past, been availsble through the
: Sécretary of ISTA. No definite decision was made with respect
to the future of the ISTA plans pertaining to intermational
certificates, but it was proposed that the certificates be

regarded by members, a8 well as non-member countries, as armodel
certificate‘to be used to dccompany seeds In international commerce.
For the purpose of fostering ordérly trading in geeds, it is pfoposed
that all oountries engaged in the international commerce in seeds
be encouraged by FAO to use international certlficates or models
thereof;

(6) Publications: It is proposed that there be a free exchange

of publications dealing with seed technology between FAO and ISTA

as well as member countries of ISTA and FAO, - It is proposed

that the Secretafy of ISTA ‘be the liaison member for this project”.
With reégard to the question of inte ation, the position at the

- ISTA meeting at Washington 1n.l950 was probably adequately expreséed by
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the following excerpt of the statement made by the United States repreSentative/
at that meeting: ' 3 |
"Most of the governments represented here have subscribed
to a recent resolution by the United Nations General Assembly at‘
its session last f£all on the gubJect of proliferation of activiﬁies.‘
This resolution in turn re-inforced previous action taken by the
Economic and Social Council looking foward the termination and
integration of certain.inter-goﬁernmental organizations with the
United Nations or the Specialized Agencies. The Economic and
Social Council adopted the view that 'the establishment of the
United Nations and the Specialized Agencies having wide responsibilities
in,économic, gocial and related fields made desirable a re-exsmination
by member governments of possible duplication or dispersion of
efforts between these organizations and other existing inter-
governmental organizations!. No study was made of ISTA because
it was not classified as an inter-governmental organization and

" hence no recommendation has been made regarding it',*

Summary

1., Co-operation: There is a sincere wish for co-operation between the

two organizstions along the lines of the six—ﬁoint understanding mentioned
above. This co-operation is now facilitated since FAO has a seed
specialist on the staff of its Plant Production Branch. Co-operation would
probably be enhanced if the FAO seed speciaiistvwas recognized as a member
ex-officio of the more important technical cormmittees of ISTA so as to be
kept informed at all times on progréss in the actual work of ISTA.

2. Integration: The questibn.of integration has hot been considered since
the ISTA meeting at Washington in 1950. During their discussions of ways
and means of eéfablishing a closer co-operétidn between ISTA and FAO, the |
representatives of the two brganizations omltted the quesﬁion.of integration
aince it was felt to be a matter to be decided by the governments

participating in the work of ISTA.

* The Council added ISTA to the list of Inter-Governmental Organizations
at its eleventh session in July 1950,
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(2) Tnternational Commission for the Scientific Exploration of the
Mediterranean Sea, and General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean

When the poSSibility of establishing a regional fisheries council for
the Medlterranean area was discussed at Rome in 1949, the International
Commission for the Scientific Exploration of the Mediterranean Sea had not
met since 1938 due to World War IT and, later on, dué to ﬁrocedure
difficulties. On 28 February 1951, on the initiative of the Fremch
Government, a meeting of the Commission was convened in Paris. . It was
then decided that the Commission would resume ifs activities and would
collaborate closely, whenever necessary, with the General Fisheries Council
for the Mediterranean. o

The General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean came into being
on 20 February 1952, with the fifth notification of acceptance of the
agreement. Since then, he inaugural meeting has been held at Rhodes,
Greece, from 21 to 24 July 1952. |

Tt must be pointed out that the scopes df the two organizations
differ considérably: while the Commiésion‘is a purely scientific body,
mostly interested ip>academic studies, the Council is oriented towards
scientific and technical research leading directly to an increase of
production, Owing to this fundamental difference, duplication can be
avolded. » .

The election of +the Sedretary-Geperal of the Commission (Mr. Le Gall,
of Ffance)vas Chairman of the General PFisheries Council for the Medlterranean

ghows thaf a close collaboragtion is already achieved between the two bodies.

(3) International Office of Epizootics | |
In accordance with Resolution No. 86 of the Sixth Session of the FAO

Conference, a Committee of TenﬁNationé wet 1n Rome, 10 to 13 November 1952,
to consider the co-ordination of the work of FAO and the International
Office of Epizootics (IOE). The Committee was divided as to the extent
of such co-ordination but was unanimous in its recommendation for the
adoption of an interim agfeemeht for improved co-qperative relationship

between FAO and IOE.
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The Committee suggested that competent bodies of both orgaﬁizations |
should discuss the posaibility of IOE .becoin.jlng a jbechn.ica,l brench of
commission of the FAO and pointed out that, as such,' IOE would cover 'bhe.
interests of governments which are members of the FAO but not members
of IOE. Furthermore the Committee recommended that the FAO Council
authorize the Director-General to prepare a proposed ‘permanent plen
for the organic integration of IOE with FAO for discussion informally
with the Director of I0E. ,

 The Committee drafted an Agreement, effective immediately pending
approvel by the Committee of IOE and the FAQ Counéil, according to which
IOE would be primarily responsible for ‘the collection and prompt dissemination
of information and statistics on the :.inc_idence-a?nd spread of livestock
diseases throughout the world; study Ihethod.s for the control of major
diseases; and sct s a consulting body to FAO, On the other hand, FAO
would be responsible for a comprehensive prégrame for the improvement
of lives’ooék production; for assisting menmber governments in d._eveloping
programmes for the control of Serious diseases; and for a:cranging with
other intemational orga;nizations for the co—crd.ination of internationa.l
" activities in the control of animal diseases. . '

The recommendations made by the Committee were favourably considéred
and supported by the FAO Council. ' ‘
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ANNEX IT

The following reports ere submitted by the Secretary-General‘in

accordence with the request of the Council at its ‘thir"i;:eenth session

(E/2117)

(1) The Esteblishment of a Formal Inter-Govermmental Plent Protection
- Organization In Europe To Supersede the International Commrl:tee on
Colorado Beetle Control

The following report is. submitted to the Council on the basis of
information provided by the Dlrector-General of FAQ:

The International Committee on Colorado Beetle Control was eetabllehed.

on an informal basis in October 194% upon the recommendation of the First
International Conference on the Control of the Colorado Beetle, held at
Brussels. Durlng a FAO meeting held in Paris in June 1949?; the former
Burorpean Regionel Office of FAO wag requested by nhe Governments concerned

to take meesnres to co-ordinate the activities of the international bodies ‘
in the field of plant proi:ection. FAO was then interested in the esnablishment
of a regional plant protection orgenization in Europe, which would co-operate
with FAO in certain of its responeibilities provided for in the proposed
1n‘bernatlonal plant protection Co.nven'lzlon,'ge under active consideration at that
time. Among the internationel bodies in the plant protection field then
oprerating in Europe, the Internatlonal Colorado Beetle Comznlttee appeared to

be the one most suited to acsume guch an over-all responsl'blll’cy. ~Accordingly,

‘FAO participated in the Fourth European Colorado Beetle Conference held at

Florence in Jamuary 1950,. when the problem of reorganlzing the Committee was
discussed. A resolution to this effect was introduced and unanimously adopted,

~ providing for the reconstitution of.the Colorado Beetle Committee into a

European Plant Protection Organization as an inmter-governmental body to deal
with problems of regional importance in the field of plant protection.

At the International Conference on Plant Quarentine Regulations,
conveneld Jointly by FAO and the Netherlands Governmen'b at the Hague in
April-May 1950, the desirability of esta‘olishing & permanent European Plant

* The International Plant Pretection Convention was adopted by the Sixth
Sesgion of the FAQO Conference in Rome, Nov.-Dec. 1951 and came into force
on 3 April 1952.
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Protection Organization was again recommended. A draft'Convention to this end

was given provisional consideration by the European delegations to the

Conference. This draft was later distributed by the Netherlands Government

to the various European Govermments,

The actual transformetion of the International Colorado Beetle Committee
into the European Plant Protection Organization took effect on 1 July 1950,
The Convention establishing this Orgenization on a formal inter-govermmental
basis was signed in Paris on 18 April 1951, A summery of information
concerning thé FEuropean Plant Protection Organizaetion is contained in the
1953 edition of the List of Inter-Govermmental Organizations in the Economic
and Social Fields (E/2361).

The Orgenization is an autonomcus agency independent of FAO, but close
collaboration is maintained between them in plant protection probleﬁs affecting
European interests, Provision for such-co-operation is contained in the
International Plant Protection Con#ention, Article VIII of which reads as
follows: | |

"1, The Comtracting Governments undertake to co-operate with one

another in establishing regional plant prétection organizations in

approyriate areag, ‘

"2, The regional plant prbtéction organizations shall function as

the co-ordinating bodies in the areas covered and shall participate

in various activities to achieve the objectives of this Convention,"

In administering ites responsibilities under the International Plant
Protection Convention, FAO @ﬁ?ﬁﬁ}ts_witﬁ theé Organization on matters involving
Eﬁropean interests.‘ In particﬁiar, close Qollaboratibn has been established
in the circulation of information concerning thé incidence, spread and control
of plant pests and diseases of economic importance.‘ In this regard, FAO has
established a World Reporting Service on Plant Diseases and Pests under the
provisions of the International Convenfion. The Organization is charged with
the responsibility of gathering and transmitting to FAO the desired information
from its European member states, This arrangement ensures that the regional

reporting system will be integrated fully into the World Reporting Service.
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When future progress justifies it, FAO will give consideration to the
possibility of integrating still further the work of the Organization with
FAO's wider aC‘bivitiec without prejudicing the autonomy of the Orgenization.

(2) Internstional Central Bureau for the Comtrol of the Ligquor Trafflc
in Africe

Council Resolution 333 G (XI) invited the Belgian Government "to
congult with the parties to the Convention relating to the liquor traffic '

in Africa, signed at St. Germain-en-Laye on IQ September 1919, concerning
the present velue of the International Central Bureau for the Control of
the Liquor Traffic in Africa and their interest in meintaining it".

The Council, at its thirteenth session, acting on the recommendation

of the representative of Belgium at the Co-ordination Committee (E/AC.24/SR.T3),

deferred further consideration of the status of the International Central
Bureau, pending further information from the Belgian Government on the result
of itse consultations with the other go&ernments concerned, | o

‘ The Secretary-General has advised the Belgian Government that the
Council may wish to consider this question at its fifteenth session, and
has expresgsed the hope that further informetion from thé Belgian Government
concerning the résult of its consultations with the other govermments concerned
may be received for that session. '
(3) Internatlonal Conference For the Technlcal‘Unlformity On Railways

In March 1950, the Sub~-Committee on Railroad Transport of the Economic

Commission for Europe adopted a resolution in which it stated that it
considered it inadvisable to take a decision on the subject of the
organization and function of European international railway transpért bodies

"until a decision has been reached on the future of the Economic Commission

for EBurope and of ite Inland Transport Committee which is the European

‘inter~governmentai organization with the widest competence in that field".
Since then, the Council, at its thirteenth session, took a decizion to
continue the Economic Commission for Europe,‘bﬁt no government raiéed
subsequently the question of the fufuxe gtatus of the International Conference
for the Technical Uniformity on Railways. The Executive Secretary of ECE is

placing on the agenda of the tenth seésipn of the Inland Transporﬁ,Committee,:whiga\‘

which opens on 26 May 1953, an item on the future status of this organization..
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(4) Danube Commission - " : . '

At its thlrteenth session, the COUIIC'.Ll noted that the Danube Com1<31on,
established under the Convention of 1911-8 had been tentatively included in
the List of Inter-Govermmental Organizations, sub,]ect to the approval of the
Council., As a result of the debate, the Secretafy-General‘ was asgked to

submit further infortnation on the Commission,. so as to enable the Council to ,

reach a final decision on the matter.

_ The information presented below has been gathered by the Secretary-General
from materiel ava.lla.ble in the Secretariat. - No reply has been received so far
to a communication addressed by the S'ecretariat to the Danube Commission
Authorities requesting more information on the Commission.

The first imter-govermmentel body dealing with the lower or the maiitime

porb of the Danube was the European Commission of the Danube established by

the Treaty of Pesce signed in Paris in 1856. After World War I, at a
conference held in Paris, a convention was adopted on 23 July 1921 instituting
the Definitive Statute of the Danube. The following States were parties to
this .Convention: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,’ France, Germany,
Great Britain, Greece, Hungery, Italy, Roﬁmania and Yugoslavisa, The- Conven'b‘ion
continued the existence of the 'Eu:c'opean Danube Commission esteblished under the
Treaty of 1856, with a membership which comprised France, Great Britain, Italy
and Roumania. By a decision of these four-counmtries in the C'ommission,

Germany was admitted to the Commission in March 1939- The 1921 Convention

also established an International Danube Commission,. oomposéd of representatives
of the riparian States and also France, Great Britairi;"and Italy, whose
Jurisdiction was to extend over the bnavigab.'!.e fluvial part of the Danube,
Germany withdrew from that‘Comm'isqn’.on in 1936. Mention may also be made of the P
Permanent Technlca.l Hydraulic Syatem Cotmnlcs:Lon of the Danube established by the
Treaty of Trianon in 1920 Tts compoqn.tlon and functions were the subject of a
convention signed’ in Paris in 1923 , which provided that the Commission consist
of 'represent'ativés of Austri@;, Czechoslovakia, «Hungafy, Roumanis and
_Yugosla.wfia and of a Chairmen appointed by the Council of the League of Nations.
'The Commission was charged with maintaining and improving the uniform character
of the Hydrauiic‘ System with special reference to deforestation and
afforestation and also with the maintenance of the hydraulic service and the
'service of information on floods.
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‘After the Second World War, in accordance with $he provisions of the

Balken Peace Treaties, a conference was held in 1948 in-Belgrade to discuss the
future administration of the Danube. A new convention, regardiﬁg the regime of
the Danubs, was signed at the conclusion of this conference, on 18 August 1948
by representatives Qf the following States: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakla, HUngary,
Roumania, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR and Yugoslavia. Apart from the
aforementioned, the following States participated in this conference but did not
sign the Convention: ~France, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.
Austria was represented by an observer. The Conventlon stipulated that the
regime established by it should be applicable to the navigable part of the Danube
from Ulm to the Black Sea'and that, ‘excspt for traffic between pofts of the same
~ States, the navigation of the Danube shall be free and open for the nationals,ah

-vessels of commerce end goods: of all States on a footing of equality with regard

"to port and navigation charges and conditions for merchant shipping. The
Cbnvenfion fufther estsblished a Cbmmission of the Dandbe'composed of A
representatives of the following States: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungery,
Roumanis, the Ukrainian SSR,'the USSR and Yugoslavia. A representative of
Austris is to be admitted to the Commission after}the settlement of the question
" of the treaty witthustria “In accordance with the provisions of the Convention
of Belgrade, ths Commission of ths Danube was to prepere a general plan of major
_works in the interest of navigation and to carry out such works as are necessary “
to normal navigation and which a Danubian State would not be able to undertake
itself., Furthermore, the Convention state@\that it was & function of the
Cotmission to establish a uniform administration ofj the waterways along the whole
navigable length of the Danube; to fix the fundams%tal rules relative to :
navigation on the river, including those of pilotage, taking into account the
special requirements of’each sector; and to unify the rules“of river supérvision,‘
- thus endowing the Commission with responsibility in the field of navigation on
the Danube River.
‘The Govermment of the United States on 16 Nbvember 1949, on the occasion of
the first meeting of the Danube Commission establishsd as a result of the inter-~
. govermmental accord reached at Belgrade in 1948, officially informed the ’ :
»Secretary-General that they do not recognize this convention a8 heving any valid ' /%
international effect and that they still consider the status of the Danube :
Commission established by the 1921 Convention to. be in force for the entire
Danube River.
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In a communication dated 2 January 1952 the United Kingdom Government, .
referring to the debate on'inter-governmental orgenizations at the thirteenth
session of the Economic and Social Council, officially informed the Secretary-
General that they regard the 1921 Convention as being still in force between the
United Kingdom and its signatories and cbnsequently do not recognize the Danube
Commission created by the Danube Convention of 1948 "insofar as it usurps rights
or exercises functions properly belonging to the International and the European
Commissions of the Denube set up by th9‘1921 Convention”. |

During the discussion in the Co-drdination Committee of the Council the

representative of the USSR stated his opinion that as “the Commission had a speéial_

special status resting on post-war settlements it could not, therefore, be
included in the list". It would seem however that there is nothing in the

relevant Council resolutions which indicates that an exception to inclusion should

be made for this reason.

It will be noted that during the discussions in the Co-ordination Committee
both the United States and the United Kingdom representatives favoured Iincluding.
the Danube Commission on the list, since they did not question the existence of
the Oommission as an inter-governmental organlzation.'

The Secretary-General proposed the inclusion “in the List of the Danube
Commission, created under the inter- -governmental accord reached at Belgrade in
1948, bécause.he was of the opinion that it falls within the category of "inter-
.governmental.organizations in the economic, social, cultural, educational, health
-and related fields having responsibilities similar to those of the Uhitéd Natlons
and the specialized agencies", as prescribed in the Council's resolution 128 (vI).

(5) International Union for the Publicetion of Customs Teriffs |
The following report is submitted to the Council on the basis of information

provided by the Executive Secreétary of the Contracting Parties to GATT;-

In l948 a draft agreement was prepared which was intended to establish
formal relations between the International Customs Tariffs Bureau, (which is the
execut ive .organ of- the Union) and the Interim Commission for the International
Trade Orgenization. Owing to the delay'in the establishment-of'iTO, it has been
impossible to implement this draft agreement. While no formal relations exiét
between the Union and the Contracting Parties to GATT, close and mutually
profitable working relations have been maintained between the secretariats of the

N

two orgenizations.
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Pn 13 August 1949, the Contracting Parties to GATT adopted the following
resolution aimed at strengthening the financial position of the Bureau, wh®ch
now appears to be satisfactory and at facilitating the reguiar transmittal of
tariffs schedules by the Buresu's member governments:

| "The CONTRACTING PARTIES to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade:

Having regarding to the importance of the work of the'Ihternational
Customs Tariff Bureau in Brussels and the services it has rendered to
international organizations, govermment departments and the business world,

} : Having regard to the necessity for maintaining the high standard of
this work and even extending the publication of customs tariffs aend changes
in teriff schedules,

Considering that the funds at preseunt available to the Bureau are not
sufflclent to gttain this object,

_ Congidering that, owing to the delay in the establishment of the
International Trade Organlzatlon, the financial assistance which the latter
- would afford the Bureau will also be delayed,

Considering the Resolution adopted by the Executive Committee of the
Interim Commission of the International Trade Organization on
14 September 1948 (Document ICITO/EC 2/sC 3/8),

Considering that the work of the Bureau should be continued until
such time as the relationship between the Bureau and the International
Trade Organization mey be determined and brought into effect,

‘ Considering tkat certain countries perties to the Convention of
5 July 1890 are still in arrears with their subscriptions,

Considering that the Belgian Mlnlstry of Foreign Affairs is éhargéd
under the 1890 Convention with the adoption of the meéasures necessary for
the organization and operation of the Bureau,

Considering that certain States parties to the 1890 Convention do
not comply with their obligation under that Convention to transmit
- directly to the Bureau without delay two copies of their customs tariffs
Tz ocbrought up to date with any changes therein,

Considering that it is desirable to facilitate the work of fhe
Bureau to the greatest possible extent,

Recommend the Contracting Parties signatories to the 1890 Convention:

(1) to arrange to pay up as promptly as possible any arrears of
subscriptions due to the Bureau,

(2) to give sympathetic consideration to any proposal to convene
in Brussels before the end of 1949 a conference of delegates
of countries perties to the 1890 Convention, its Agenda to
include the examination of the method for financing the Bureau
pending the establishment of the International Trade
Organization,

(3) to communicate regulerly eny changes in their customs tariff
schedules, using standerd forms for such notification.”
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The GAIT Secretariat has been able to ageist the Bureau in another
divestion: Tn Bhe Past Bhs Bureay has SERRFiSHSEY difriculty in obtaining
the documentstion it required from Govermments. By writing to these
Govermments and stréssing the importance of the Bureau's work, the GATT
Secretariat was instrumental in persuading them to furnish much of the
documerrbé,tién ,requir-ed.' The Bureau, on ite part, has been helpful to the
Contracting Pai'ties in undertaking ﬁnd completing expeditiously the
translation of the schedules of tariff concessions resulting from the
negotla.tlon.. at Torqua.y in 1950-1951 and in the compilation of the concolldated
. ‘schedules which were publlshed. in January 1952 This work was underteken by
the Bureau on the basiscof reim'bursemexrb for services rendered.
- As a part of the working errangements thus estaplished between the
twé Secretariats, the Bureau submits to the GATT Secretariat each year its
programme of work and tekes due account of the latter's comments as to the
riority to be given to variocus tasks.
. (6) Inter-Americen Indian Institute
The draft agreemerrt between the Inter-American Ind.:.an Institute and the
Council of the Organization of American Stetes, which had been awaiting
ratification at the time of the t_hirteenth ses.sion of the Economic and Social
Council, has now been approved both by the Council of OAS. and by the Institute,
and is now await:.ng formal cignature before entering into force, The Council
of OAS on 17 December 1952, adopbed a resolution to include the Institute on
ite Beglster of Inter-American Specialized Organizations.
(7) Inter-American Radio Office |
- According to 1rrf‘ozmat10n received from the Secretary-General of 0AS,
as of 17 December 1952, the status of the Inter-American Radio Office wes
gtill under study by the 0AS Council, which has withhe.ld ,a final decision
on the matter pending the convening of the next in‘ber-Américan Telecommunication
Counference. | Thls Coh:_t’erence , Which was to have taken placé_ in Montevideo
towerds the end of 1952, has been postponed.
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ANNEX III
CENTRAL BUREAU, INTERNATIONAL MAP OF THE WORLD
ON THE MILLIONTH SCALE

Report by the Secretary-General
. ’ ’

1.  In Resolution 412 B (XI11I), the Economic end Social Council requested the
Secretary-Geﬁeral to invite the President of the Ceﬁtral'Bureau, International
Mep of the World on thé'Millionth'Scale to seek the assent of those Governments
which have maintained contact with the Central Bureau since the end of World
War II to transfer the work of the Central Bureau to the United Netions
Gartographic Office, and called upon the Secretary-General, in collaboration with'
the President of the Central Bureau, to effect, at the earliest practical date,

the transfer of the records, documents, maps and assets of the Central Bureau to
the United Nations Cartographic Office and tq report the action taken thereon to
an early session of‘thé Council. The Secretary-General was also requested to-
submit recommendations to an earlyisession of the Council on appropriate means
for furthering the completibn of the International Map of the Worid on the
Millionth Scale, takiné into account the views of such consultants on
cartographic questions as he may wish to seek.
2. - In pursuance of thﬁs Resolution, the Secretary-Genefal on 20 October 1951
transmitted the text t%¥reof to the President of the Central Bureau and invited
his co-operation in 1qblement1ng the Council's recommendatlons
3. On 24 March 1952, the President of tbe_Central Bureau requested all .
countries adherinéxto the Convention of the International Map to give their assent
to the above-mentioned tranéfer. In the same communication, countries were
informed that should no réply be received by 1 June 1952, he ﬁould assume that the
country concerned was not averse to the transfer.
L, The following is a summary of the results of the ‘inquiry made by the
_‘Pre31dent of the Central Bureau, as communlcated to the Secretariat on
14 November 1952: '
(a) Twenty-one members - Argentina, Austraiia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Bcuador, Ireland, France, Germany, Great Britainy
Greece, India, Nevaealand, Norway, Pakistan, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan,'Sweden,
Switzerland, Thailand, U.S.A. - replied that they were in favour of the

transfer or offered no objection thereto; !

A\
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(b) Three members made no observation - Northern Ireland, Union of South

Africa and Venezuela; ‘

(¢) Two members, who are not at present Members .of the United Nations,

namely, Finland, and Italy, replied agreeing to the transfer provided they

were assured that the United Nations would give the same service to them

as is now given by the Central Bureau; ' ,

(d) No reply has been received from the remaining twenty-three countries -

Boliﬁia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Guatemela,

Honduras, Hungary, Indo-Chine, Indonesia, Japan, Monaco, Netherlands, Peru,

Poland, Portugal, Rhodesia, Roumenie, Spain, Uruguay, and Yugoslavia.

The President of the Central Bureau has pointed out that "all the countries
which have subscribed since the end of World War IT have agreed to the transfer".
9. The detailed arrangement for the carrying out of the transfer is being
negotiated with the Central Bureau. -The President of the Central Bureau has
stated that he is ready to start the transfer of the office as soon as an o

- agreement is reached. The task will cohsist of the transfer of the following:

(a) +the map collection;

(b) +the past reports;

(c) the files;

(d) the funds.

6, With regard to item (d), the President expected to have a small credit -
balance of a few hundred pounds sterling. = He also expressed the view that it
would be convenient for national budgetary reasons to transfer the fﬁnds after

5 April 1953.

T. The question of the International Map of the World on the Millionth Scale
has been examined at the VIITth General Assembly of the International
Geographical Union and the XVIIth International Geographical Congress, With
respect to the transfer of the Central Bureau-to the United Nations, the IGU
Commission on the One-Millionth Map of the World unanimously adopted a Resolution

recommending, inter alia, that "the International Geographical Union do

L ST R T SR et D T S Y NI
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everything in its power to fac111tate the transfer
8. A final report on the taking over of the Central Bureau by the United !

‘Nations will be submitted to the Council as soon as action thereon is completed.

9. The Secretary-General'’s Report on means for furthering the completion of
the International Map of the World on the Millionth Scale appears in Document

E/2362.

l/ The full text of the Resolution is reproduced in the annex to the Secretary-
. General's Report on means for furthering the completion of the International
Map of the World on the Millionth Scale (Document E/2362).

g/ The_International Map of the World on the Millienth Scale was originated at
the Vth International Geographical Congress in 1891 and has been supported
by the subsequent Congresses and the International Geographical Union's

meetings.




