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E c o n o m i c and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 352 ( X I I ) 

r e l a t i n g t o t h e p r o b l e m o f s t a t e l e s s n e s s 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has the h o n o u r t o c i r c u l a t e the f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

d a t e d 26 O c t o b e r 1951 w h i c h he has r e c e i v e d f r o m the P o l i s h D e l e g a t i o n t o t h e 

U n i t e d K a t i o n s : -

• ' ' I n c o n n e x i o n V i t h the n o t e o f t h e S e c r e t a r i a t o f 5 A p r i l 1951, O^Ok 3 2 5 M , 

t h e P o l i s h D e l e g a t i o n h a s the h o n o u r t o g i v e the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 

the s o l u t i o n o f the p r o b l e m o f s t a t e l e s s n e s s i n t h e P o l i s h L e g i s l a t i o n . 

1. On 8 J a n u a r y 1951, a new P o l i s h l a w c o n c e r n i n g c i t i z e n s h i p , w a s i s s u e d . T h i s 

law s o l v e d the p r o b l e m o f s t a t e l e s s n e s s i n a p r o g r e s s i v e and d e m o c r a t i c s p i r i t . 

2 , The new P o l i s h law e x p r e s s e d the b e l i e f t h a t s t a t e l e s s n e s s c o n s t i t u t e s a 

h a r m f u l e l e m e n t i n the l i f e o f a s t a t e . F o r t h i s r e a s o n the law empowered the 

sta : te a u t h o r i t i e s t o c o n s i d e r as P o l i s h c i t i z e n s , p e r s o n s who a r r i v e d i n P o l a n d 

a s f o r e l g î i e r s w i t h o u t a s p e c i f i e d c i t i z e n s h i p . S u c h a c t i o n o n the p a r t o f s t a t e 

a u t h o r i t i e s c a n t a k e p l a c e e x o f f i c i o w i t h o u t the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the i n t e r e s t e d 

p e r s o n . • " 

The. p r o v i s i o n s o f A r t i c l e 3 o f t h e law empower the s t a t e a u t h o r i t i e s t o 

d e c r e a s e the number o f p e r s o n s b e l o n g i n g t o the c a t e g o r y o f s t a t e l e s s t o the 

m i n i m u m . The a u t h o r i t i e s a r e ' l i m i t e d i n t h e i r d e c i s i o n o n l y b y the p r o v i s i o n 

w h i c h r e a u i i r e s the r e s i d e n c e o f s t a t e l e s s p e r s o n s i n P o l a n d a t l e a s t f r o m 9 May 

, B a s e d o n t h e o p i n i o n t h a t s t a t e l e s s n e s s i s h a r m f u l , the n e w , P o l i s h law 

c o n s e q . u e n t l y s o l v e s the p r o b l e m o f c h i l d r e n b o r n , o r f o u n d , i n P o l a n d f r o m unknown 

p a r e n t s , o r f r o m p a r e n t s whose c i t i z e n s h i p i s unloiown ( A r t i c l e 7) . These chi ld ï^en 

r e c e i v e e x J u r e P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p . The a p p l i c a t i o n i n s u c h c a s e s o f j u s s o l i 

19*̂ 5. 
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e x c l u d e s t i i e p o s s i b i l i t y o f the e x i s t e n c e o f t h e c a t e g o r y o f s t a t e l e s s p e r s o n s 

f r o m c h j l d r e n o f s t a t e l e s s and unknovm p a r e n t s . The t e n d e n c y t o e l i m i n a t e 

s t a t e l e s s n e s s was b e s t e x p r e s c i e d i n A r t i c l e 6, p o i n t 2 o f the P o l i s h l a w x i h i c h 

s t a t e d t h a t i f one o f the p a r e n t s i s a P o l i s h c i t i z e n a n d t h e o t h e r ' s c i t i z e n s h i p 

i s unknown, o r u n s p e c i f i e d , - t h e c h i l d - w i l l r e c e i v e . e x j u r e , a P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y , w h e t h e r i t was b o r n , i n P o l a n d . o r i n a n o t h e r c o u n t r y . 

E x p r e s s e d ' b y t h i s ' a r t i c i . -© , ' . a s -we l l a s ' . by t h e ' n e w : l a w I t s e l f , t h e p r i n c i p l e 

o f e q u a l i t y o f s e x e s c o n s e q u e n t l y d e c i d e d : about , t h e , , ' e x t e n s i o n o f j u s s a n g u i n i s , 

w h i c h a p p l i e s e q u a l l y t o s e x e s b o t h o n t h e m o t h e r ' s o r f a t h e r ' s s i d e . A c c o r d i n g 

t o t h e o l d P o l i s h l a w , b a s e d o n tiie p r i v i l e g e d p o s i t i o n ' o f man, -a c h i l d b o m i n a 

f o r e i g n c o u n t r y f r o m a ' . s t a t e l e s s father a n d P o l i s h ' m o t h e r , was ' s t a t e l e s s . U n d e r 

t h e new l a w , h o w e v e r , s u c h a c h i l d w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y r e c e i v e a P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p . 

A n e g a t i v e p o s i t i o n t o the p r o b l e m o f s t a t e l e s s n e s s i s f o u n d i n the e x c l u s i o n 

•from the l a w , the a c t i o n t o r e l i e v e a p e r s o n o f t h e i r P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p ' 

( A r t i c l e 11) . ' .The. nei) P o l i s h l a w , h o w e v e r , i n t r o d u c e s as a b a s i c c o n d i t i o n i n the 

change o f P o l i s h ' c i t i z e n s h i p t o r e c e i v e ' p e ' r m i s s i o n f o r a change o f c i t i z e n s h i p . 

T h i s p e r m i s s i o n d.oes n o t ' a u t o m a t i ó a l l y r e s u l t i n the l o s s o f P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p . 

The l o s s o f P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p i s n o t r e a l i z e d : u n t i l t h e r e c e i p t o f a f o r e i g n 

c i t i z e n s h i p - . ' -y ' ' ' 

: The n e g a t i v e a t t i t u d e t o s t a t e l e s s n e s s i s a l s o ëhown b y t h e i m p o s s i b i l i t y t o 

s u r r e n d e r a' P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p a u t o m a t i c a l l y b y t h e one-sided move o f a p e r s o n . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e new. P o l i s h l a w , a s w e l l a s t h e o l d ' P o l i s h r e g u l a t i o n s , does n o t 

i n c l u d e any p r o v i s i o n w h i c h w o u l d c o n d i t i o n t h e l o s s o f a P o l i s h c i t i z e n s h i p b y th^ 

o n e - s i d . e d move o f t h e I n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n . 

3.. The m o s t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e spread , o f p r o g r e s s r e p r e s e n t e d , b y 

t h e new P o l i s h law i s . s h o w n , i n the f u l l e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the p r i n c ' l p l e o f e q u a l i t y 

o f the s e x e s . ' ' •, 

I n ' t h e l i g h t o f t h e o l d r e g u l a t i o n s t h e dependency o f 'woman o n man and t h e 

i n f e r i o r p o s i t i o n o f woman c o n c e r n i n g t h e d e c i s i o n a b o u t t h e i r c i t i z e n s h i p , a s 

w e l l a s ' t h e c i t i z e n s h i p o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n , was f u l l y e x p i r e ' s s e d . ' 

The' 'new law, ' howeve-r; • s o i v e o ' t h l s " q u e s t i o n a c d o r d l n g t o t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 

e q u a l i t y o f s e x e s . ^ C o n s e q u e n t l y ; A r t i c l e 5'states'"- (a ) the m a r r i a g e b y a P o l i s h 

c i t i z e n - t o a n o n - P o l i s h ' ' c i t i i z ien d o e s ' n o t r e s u l t i i i à 'change o f thé-.citizèhBhip ' 'of 

; - • •. ; / b o t h , and 
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both, and (b), the change of citizenship either hy husband or wife does not result 
in the change of citizenship of the other. The application of this general 
provision gives the follo^iing effect. The wife with a foreign citizenship does 
not receive a Polish citizenship "because of marriage with a Polish citizen, Tiie 
Polish wife does not lose her citizenship in the case of marriage to a foreigner, 
even i f her husband's country's legislation automatically offers her his 
citizenship. 

According to the principle of eq.uality of sexes, Articles. 8 and 9 decides 
about the citizenship of children born of parents with mixed citizenships, one 
parent being a Polish citizen. 

In the light of these articles, the child born of parents, of which only one, 
father or mother, is Polish, the eventual.change of the child's citizenship to the 
(Citizenship of the other parent is. conditioned by the agreement of the parents. 
In the case of a conflict, the matter is solved by a court. The new Polish law 
gives the woman equal rights with man concerning the citizenship of their child. 

The principle of equality of sexes on which the new Polish law about 
citizenship of 8 January is based, expresses the spirit of progress and 
social justice. 

The Polish legislation concerning citizenship in a progressive and democratic 
way tries to liquidate the problem of statelessness." ' ^ 


