
"

I
-.'I,

,
r' •..'. ,

UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OFFICIAL RECORDS: TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION

SUPPLEMENT No. 22 A(A/7622/Add.l)

ADDENDUM TO THE
REPORT OF THE COMMITIEE

ON THE
PEACEFUL USES OF THE SEA~BED

AND THE OCEAN FLOOR
BEYOND THE LIMITS

OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION

7 P.)



g Il

il.
"

( 239 ]

,



ADDENDUM TO THE
REPORT OF TIlE COMMITfEE

ON THE
PEACEFUL USES OF THE SEA-BED

AND TIlE OCEAN FLOOR
BEYOND TIlE UMITS

OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OFFICIAL RECORDS : TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION

SU PPLEM ENT No. 22 A (A/7622/Add.l)

UNITED NATIONS

New York, 1970

, ,
,



NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with
figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.,



-T, :

2. These meetings were convened in view ~f the availability of the acc.ount of
the relevant international negotiations c.ontained in the report ~f the Confere~ce

of the Committee ~n Disarmament of 3 November 1969 (A/7741, Dc/232). The
Committee discussed, in particular, the implications of the draft Treaty ~n the

4. The Committee had a preliminary exchange of views on the SUbject under
discussion. Various members welcomed the initiative of the Union ~f Soviet
Socialist Republics and the United States of America in preparing and SUbmitting
the draft Treaty and expressed appreciati.on for the me~sure ~f agreement achieved,

1. The C~mmittee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Plo~r beyond
the Limits of National Jurisdiction, which had already finalized its rep.ort 11
and submitted it t.o the General Assembly, held five additional meetings .on
11, 12, 18, 19 and 20 November 1969 to c.ol1sider, in accordance with its mandate
under paragraphs 3 and 4 .of General Assembly res.olution 2467 A (XXIII) of
21 Decembe~ 1968, the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed
and the ocean floor, taking int~ account the studies and international
negotiations being undertaken in the field of disarmament.
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Pr.ohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass !
Destructi~n OD the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil thereof, submittedl
to the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament by its two Co-Chairmen. 2/ !
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3. The Committee heard explanatory statements by the representatives of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics aD' the United States of America concerning
the draft Treaty i.n its relation to thE:. 0~ml1li ttee I s mandate and programme of work.
B~th delegations called attenti~n to the fact that the draft Treaty contained a
disclaimer clause expressly designed to avoid any prejUdice to the position of
any State party with res'pect t~ such law-'Jf-the-sea questions as t~ the extent
~f territorial waters or the definition of the c8utinental shelf. Both statetilents
pointed out that the 'proposed Treaty was still in draft form and that further
discussions would be held in the First Committee of the General Assembly ~n the
:report of the Conference of the Commi ttee ~n Disarmament; one statement indicated
that revisions might be f~rthcoming in the light .af these discussi~ns. The
statements welcomed an exchange of views in the expectation that the Treaty which
finally resulted w~uld materially assist the Committee in the discharge ~f its
responsibilities and would represent a major step forward towards the reservation
of the ocean floor exclusively for peaceful purposes, and the utilization ~f its
resources in the interests of mankind; they also stressed the desirability, with
this objective in mind, to ensure that s treaty enjoying broad internati~nal

support would be signed and brought into force as soon DS possible.
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but, stated that ttleir Governments had not had adequate time tCl study the repe>rt
and the draft Treaty. The view was stated that further negotiations were desirable
-ce> extend the sC'Jpe of the prohibition Clf military activities, in order tJ attain
a wider realizatie>n Clf tLle 'Jbj ective of reserving the ocean floClr exclusively for
Deaceful purposes; in this connexion, attentie>n was drawn to the suggestie>n made
by Sweden to the Conference 'Jf the Committee :m Disarmament for the inclusie>n in
the Treaty of an additional article to that effect. 3/

l5. Some delegations, taking intCl acc'Junt the broad mandate of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits 'Jf National
Jurisdiction, revi.ewed the implications Clf certain provisie>ns in the draft Treaty
in the light of the work already carl'led out by the Committee. The importance of
safeguarding the commCln areas of agreement reached in the Committee was stressed.
In this connexion, reference was made to the Committee's work in formulating legal
principles, in particular te> the concept, accepted by many 3tates, of the ocean
flJor beyond national jurisdiction being a common heritage of mankind and
ce>nsequently being reserved exclusively for peaceful purposes, as well as to the
concept of the use of this area for the benefit Clf all mankind, taking into
acc'Junt the special needs of developing ce>untries, and to other elements which
we>uld be incorporated in an international regime to apply to the area.

G. In their comments on various provisions of the draft Treaty, which in a
number of instances were stated to be preliminary, delegations raised some
specific considerations) among them the following: the legal implications of the
draft Treaty arising from what some delegatie>ns considered an unnecessary
reference to the Convention 'In the Territorial Sea and the Contigue>us Zone done
at Geneva on 29 April 1953, 4/ which up to the present time had not been adhered
tJ by a majority of cJuntries and, in this connexie>n, some delegations asserted
that the diselaimer clause was not SUfficient and suggestions were made to
eliwinate this difficulty; the preservation of the rights of States recognized by
custJmary ioternational law and existing c:::mventie>ns on the law Clf the sea; the
desirability of defining the types of weapons and activities covered in the draft
Treaty, and their relationship to the protection e>f the living and mineral
res')urces of the marine environment; stress was laid on the need for adequate
cJntrol; in this respect, the need was also emphasized t6 ensure the ~articipation

in the verification proc'edures of rep-resentatives of the coastal State concerned
and to safeguard the rights of coastal States on the continental shelf in
accJrdance with internati:;nal law - references were also made te> the 'proposals
made in the Conference e>f the Co~nittee an Disarwament by Brazil ~/ and Canad~6/
attention was also drawn te> the possibility of verification by an international
agency which might be established, as well as to the need for safeguarding
rec'Jgnized rights of coastal States; the suggestion was made that it would be
useful te> distinguish) in view of the characteristics of the marine environment,
between observati'Jn, verificatie>n and inspection procedures; the need was also
stressed to reserve the maximum possible area of the ocean floor for peaceful

3/ CCD/271.

[1./ United Nations) Treaty Series, vol. 516 (1964), No. 7477, p. 206.

2./ CCD/2G7 .

6/ CCD/270.
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purposes, and co nsequently to use a formulation which would not convey the
impression that coastal States are expected to emplace weapons where prohibition
is not contemplated by the terms of the proposed draft.

8. The hope was expressed that, in view of the importance and complexity of' the
matter, the implicatians of the draft Treaty relevant to the Committee's mandate
wauld be considered in greater depth by the Committee at its next substantive
session.

7. The related paint was also suggested that, while the mandate of the Committee
was restricted to the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond national jurisdiction,
the mandate of the Conference of the Committee an Disarmament was not so restricted;
that the application af the draft Treaty included areas within national
jurisdiction, but that the position of States on the continental shelf and on the
territorial sea should in no way be prejudiced by the draft Treaty. It was also
stated that the draft Treaty could not in any way prejudge the legal regime to be
established for the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond national jurisdiction.

7/

9. Since the Committee's consideration of the question was of a limited and
'preliminary character, the views expressed da not reflect the considered opinion
of the Cownittee as a whole, nor do the points mentioned above represent a
detailed summary of the views expressed, which are shown in the summary records.
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7/ See records of the 12th to 16th meetings of the Committee (A!AC.138/SR.12-16).
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